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Up and Down 
p ERUSAL of the Chinese and American newspapers, these days, 

leads to some interesting comparisons. The headlines alone 
spell out two strikingly different pictures. 

In the United States, the "recession," "downswing," "slump," 
"sag in the economy," or whatever  name the American press 
has for it, is causing a great deal of worry. Unemployment,  
according to the latest report of the U.S. Department  of Labor, 
rose to 5,186,000 in F e b r u a r y - - t h e  highest figure in 16 years. 
U.S. trade union estimates are much higher. At the same time, 
the index of industrial production is reported by the Federal 
Reserve Board to have fallen to 130, a decline of 16 points below 
February 1957. This represents a decrease in production of 
about 11 per cent. 

Meantime prices continue to go up. U.S. News & World 
Report estimates that compared with 1939, the dollar today has 
a purchasing power of only 49 cents, in terms of the family 
budget. The Federal Reserve Board's annual consumer survey, 
as reported by The New York Times on March 14, "revealed a 
marked rise in pessimism about the general outlook." 

It is not for us to say what  effects the current depression 
has had in the United States. The American people themselves 
know best where the shoe pinches. We can only record, from 
reading the American newspapers, that notes of worry and 
discontent are multiprying in the United States. 

The Chinese newspapers tell a different story. It is the story 
of the "big leap forward." The total value of industrial output for 
Janua ry  of this year  was 2.5 per cent higher than the planned 
figure, an increase of 17.1 per cent over the same period of last 
year. 

The actual performance of New China recalls some revealing 
predictions. 

Nine years ago, when the Chinese People's Republic was 
founded, the capitalist press predicted insurmountable headaches 
and difficulties for the new republic. The Chinese .Communists, 
they argued, might have been good soldiers, but could hardly 
be expected to cope with the country's  economic problems. In 
their view, this would turn out to be the Achilles' heel of the 
Communists. 

How do these predictions look today? 
Newsweek  magazine, whose hostili ty to socialism and 

People's China is well known, is now compelled to admit that  
New China "is a showcase of progress . . .  an example of a former 
'semi-colonial' nation which is making good under  Communism." 

The detractors of New China have not had a change of heart. 
But they have to change their  tune. Since it is now pret ty  hard 
to deny China's economic achievements, they have retreated to 
a second line of argument.  China's progress, they say, has been 
achieved at the expense of liberty and democracy. 

Once again, we believe, they are putting their foot into their  
mouth. The source of New China's strength, as we have already 
noted in this space, is the simple fact that  the Chinese people 
have become masters of their own destiny. That 's why  they 
are displaying such initiative and enthusiasm in their work. 

We do not propose to preach a sermon on democracy in 
China. The objective reader can draw his own conclusions from 
the facts and data published in our magazine. But we will say 
this: China's economic progress is the fruit  of its new 
democracy - -  people's democracy. 



R O U N D  THE W E E K  

Election Year 
This  is e lec t ion y e a r  in China .  Elec-  

t ions of depu t i e s  to the  people ' s  con-  
gresses  of va r ious  levels  h a v e  begun  in 
d i f fe ren t  pa r t s  of the  count ry .  In  t h e  
coming  m o n t h s  deput ies  to the  N a t i o n a l  
People ' s  Congress ,  to the  p rov inc i a l  peo-  
ple 's  congresses  and  to the  people ' s  con-  
gresses  a t  the  coun ty  level  and  be low 
wil l  be  elected.  

Elect ion da tes  vary .  E lec t ions  in t he  
K w angs i  C h u a n g  A u t o n o m o u s  Region  
h a v e  a l r eady  been  comple ted .  Hopei  a n d  
Kiangs i  P rov inces  a n d  the  cit ies of W u -  
h a n  and  S h e n y a n g  a re  in the  m i d s t  of 
t he i r  c a m p a i g n s  to e lect  depu t i e s  a t  t h e  
p r i m a r y  l e v e l s - - d i s t r i c t  a n d  townsh ip .  

T he  t e r m  of office for  the  people ' s  con-  
gress  a t  the  na t i ona l  level  and  people ' s  
congresses  at  the  p rov inc ia l  level  is four  
years ,  wh i l e  t he  t e r m  of office for t h e  
people ' s  congresses  a t  the  coun ty  leve l  
and  be low is two years .  

Democracy in Action 
G r a n d a d  Chu,  a v e n d o r  in a S h a n g h a i  

back  alley, is a m e t h o d i c a l  old man .  He  
keeps  a l i t t le  no tebook  and  jots  d o w n  al l  
sor ts  of obse rva t ions .  W h e n  t he  rec t i -  
f icat ion c a m p a i g n  began  to un fo ld  in his  
ne ighbourhood ,  he  t u r n e d  to h is  no te -  
book en t r i e s  and  pu t  up 1,250 tatsepao 
(wall  n e w s p a p e r  op in ions  w r i t t e n  in bold-  
face, pos ter -s ize  Ch inese  cha r ac t e r s )  to 
voice his  op in ions  a n d  m a k e  p roposa l s  
for i m p r o v i n g  th ings .  

G r a n d a d  Chu is j u s t  one a m o n g  mi l -  
l ions exerc i s ing  the  r i g h t  of f ree  speech  
to the  full  as the  rec t i f ica t ion  c a m p a i g n  
now spreads  f rom g o v e r n m e n t  offices, 
o rgan iza t ions  a n d  e n t e r p r i s e s  to t he  com-  
muni t ies ,  to the  h o u s e w i v e s  a n d  o t h e r  
sect ions of the  p o p u l a t i o n  w h o  a re  no t  
a t t ached  to any  o rgan iza t ion .  

T he  rec t i f ica t ion  c a m p a i g n  in the  com-  
mun i t i e s  ha s  a double  purpose .  Fi rs t ,  i t  
is i n t ended  to he lp  the  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  
and  t he  g o v e r n m e n t  ca r ry  f o r w a r d  t h e  
rec t i f ica t ion  campa ign ,  w h i c h  m e a n s  
chiefly to educa t e  the  func t iona r i e s ,  
especial ly  those  w o r k i n g  a t  the  l o w e r  
levels  of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ;  and  secondly,  to 
ra ise  the  pol i t ica l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t he  
res idents ,  wh ich  m e a n s  to help  the  
r e s iden t s  educa t e  themse lves .  

T he  opin ions  of eve ry  m a n  and  w o m a n  
on h o w  to improve  ways  of do ing  th ings  
and  ways  of t h i n k i n g  a re  b e i n g  s o u g h t  
ou t  act ively.  The  ex tens ion  of the  rec t i -  
f icat ion c a m p a i g n  to the  c o m m u n i t i e s  

and  ne ighbourhoods ,  i nvo lv ing  m a n y  
mil l ions ,  r e p r e s e n t s  a n e w  s t age  of de -  
v e l o p m e n t  of socia l is t  d e m o c r a c y  in 
China .  

At  p r e s e n t  t he  c a m p a i g n  is in  ful l  
sw ing  in S h a n g h a i .  Mi l l ions  of tatsepao 
h a v e  been  posted.  Peop le  w h o  c o u l d n ' t  
wr i t e  got  o the r s  to he lp  them,  or  
exp re s sed  t h e i r  v i ews  ora l ly  at  mee t ings .  

The  c r i t i c i sms  and  p roposa l s  cover  a 
wide  field, f rom the  c onduc t  of doc tors  
a n d  nurses  and  the  w a y  hosp i ta l s  a r e  
r u n  to the  se rv ices  of shop  a s s i s t an t s  a n d  
s h o p p i n g  faci l i t ies ,  t he  w o r k  of the  police 
s ta t ions ,  etc. T h e r e  h a v e  been  qu ick  
r e sponses  to the  c r i t i c i sms  advanced ,  m u c h  
to t he  sa t i s f ac t ion  of t he  res iden ts ,  a n d  
t he  a i r i n g  of v iews  is going f o r w a r d  w i t h  
s t i l l  g r e a t e r  force.  

This  d e m o c r a t i c  process  is p roceed ing  
v igorous ly  in o t h e r  big cit ies l ike  Pek ing .  
Coupled  w i t h  the  c a m p a i g n  a l r e a d y  going  
on in the  g o v e r n m e n t  offices and  e n t e r -  
pr ises ,  i t  is y ie ld ing  rea l  results .  S o m e  
e x a m p l e s  follow. 

Better Services, Easier 
Shopping 

One a f t e r n o o n  c u s t o m e r s  queued  up  in 
f r o n t  of a b a r b e r  shop  in the  e a s t e r n  
s u b u r b s  of Pek ing .  B u t  the  people  in 
t he  queue  w e r e n ' t  w a i t i n g  for  a ha i rcu t .  
T h e y  w e r e  w a i t i n g  t h e i r  t u r n  fo r  the  
yichienpu--the " O p i n i o n s  Book,"  w h i c h  
is a f e a t u r e  in  shops  in C h i n a - - t o  wr i t e  
in  t h e i r  p ra i se  of the  improved  serv ice  
of the  pas t  f ew weeks .  So m a n y  people  
w a n t e d  to exp res s  t h e i r  a pp r e c i a t i on  
t h a t  t hey  h a d  to fo rm a queue .  " Y o u r  
se rv ice  is as good as the  d e p a r t m e n t  
s to re  a t  T iench iao , "  (which ,  in P e k i n g  
these  days,  is a househo ld  word  for  ex-  
ce l l en t  services)  one  of t he  c u s t o m e r s  
wro te .  

Speaking of queues, you see less and  
less of t hem.  T h e  w o r s t  queues  used  
to be  a t  the  book ing  offices m a t  r a i l w a y  
s t a t i ons  a nd  thea t r e s .  Now in S h a n g h a i ,  
r a i l w a y  t i cke t  w i n d o w s  a re  open day  a n d  
n igh t .  Th i s  r o u n d - t h e - c l o c k  service ,  
w h i c h  began  on M a r c h  13, ha s  p u t  a n  
e n d  to queues ,  to t he  acc la im of a l l  pas-  
sengers .  In  Pek ing ,  one  of the  P e k i n g  
ope ra  houses  outs ide  C h i e n m e n  G a t e  
keeps  i ts  box-off ice  open  24 hou r s  a day. 

T h e a t r e s  a re  p r o d u c i n g  m o r e  shows  
a n d  p u t t i n g  on e x t r a  p e r f o r m a n c e s  in 
the  cities. T r oupe s  t ake  t h e i r  shows  to 
t he  fac to r ies  a n d  t he  co-opera t ives .  
Before,  on ly  second a n d  t h i r d  r a t e  
t h e a t r i c a l  c o m p a n i e s  w e n t  on the  road.  

Now t o p - n o t c h  ac tors  a n d  ac t resses  are  
m a k i n g  pe r sona l  a p p e a r a n c e s  at  the  
m i n e s  a n d  fac to r ies  a nd  on m a k e - s h i f t  
s tages  in  the  coun t rys ide .  T h e  S h a n g h a i  
P h i l h a r m o n i c  Orches t r a ,  w h i c h  used to 
be  qu i t e  she l t e red ,  ha s  b r o k e n  w i t h  i ts 
t r a d i t i o n  a n d  is now p e r f o r m i n g  for 
fac to ry  w o r k e r s  a t  t h e i r  can teens .  Yu 
Yi -hsuan ,  one  of C h i n a ' s  l ead ing  sopra-  
nos, s ang  a t  a n  o u t - o f - t h e - w a y  sma l l  
t e a h o u s e  in T i en t s in  w i th  a capaci ty  
a u d i e n c e  of on ly  200, to t he  de l igh t  of 
ve ry  s u r p r i s e d  cus tomers .  

Two w o m e n  h u r r i e d l y  came into a new 
shop  n e a r  t he  r a i l w a y  s ta t ion  in W u h a n .  
One  ha d  fo rgo t t en  h e r  toi le t  ar t ic les  and  
t he  o t h e r  w a n t e d  some w a r m  g a r m e n t  
for  the  trip. They  were  h a p p y  to f i n d  a 
shop  open  a t  e l e v e n  p.m. T h e y  got w h a t  
t hey  wa n t e d .  I t  is a n e w  t y p e  of shop 
k n o w n  as t he  " m o r n i n g - a n d - n i g h t  shop"  
a nd  is open  w h e n  o t h e r  shops  a re  closed 
- - f r o m  6 a.m. to 9 a.m. and  f r o m  8:30 
p.m. to midn igh t .  

H o u s e w i v e s  a re  g r a t e fu l  to the  rec t i -  
f icat ion c a m p a i g n  in  m o r e  w a y s  t h a n  one, 
be c a use  i t  has  m a d e  shopp ing  eas ie r  for  
them.  Gr oc e r s  a r e  m a k i n g  the  rounds  
of the  s t ree t s  a nd  g r a i n  s tores  now de l ive r  
the  h o u s e w i v e s '  o rde r s  to t he i r  doorsteps.  

W h e r e a s  before  they  h a d  to get  out  
ea r ly  in the  m o r n i n g  a n d  queue  up  for  
t h e i r  mea t ,  t hey  can  n o w  buy  m e a t  in  
t he  a f t e r n o o n  too. The  bu t che r s  give 
e x t r a  service ,  cu t t i ng  up  the  m e a t  
the  way  t he  c u s t o m e r  d e s i r e s - - s l i c e s ,  
s l ivers ,  cubes,  etc. One  housewife  
was  so p leased  w i t h  the  se rv ice  of 
the  b u t c h e r  t h a t  t he  f i rs t  t h i n g  she did  
w h e n  she  got h o m e  was  to ask  he r  g r a n d -  
d a u g h t e r  to w r i t e  " E x c e l l e n t  Se rv ice"  in  
bo ld  c h a r a c t e r s  on  a piece  of red p a p e r  
to be  sen t  to the  bu tche r .  

Industry in Every County 
D u r i n g  the  pas t  f ew weeks  na t iona l  

a n d  local  da i l ies  in  C h i n a  h a v e  carried 
lots of news  a b o u t  the  e x p a n s i o n  of  in-  
dus t r i e s  in t he  local i t ies  a n d  t h e i r  p l ans  
for  f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p m e n t .  M a n y  of the  
p rov inces ,  mun ic ipa l i t i e s  a n d  special  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  regions ,  w h i c h  h i t h e r t o  
devo ted  t he i r  m a i n  a t t e n t i o n  to f a rming ,  
h a v e  a n n o u n c e d  p lans  to inc rease  the  
o u t p u t  v a l u e  of i n d u s t r y  in  t h e i r  respec-  
t ive  local i t ies  so t h a t  it will  ca tch  up  
with ,  a n d  ove r t ake ,  t h a t  of ag r i cu l tu r e  
in six or  s e v e n  yea r s  and,  in some in-  
s tances ,  in  less t ime.  

K a n s u  P r o v i n c e  in n o r t h - w e s t  Ch ina ,  
an  i ndus t r i a l l y  b a c k w a r d  province ,  opened  
300 ne w  fac to r i e s  a nd  mines  in two a n d  
a ha l f  m o n t h s '  t ime  a nd  p lans  to bu i ld  
a n o t h e r  3,000 th is  year .  This  is ind ic-  
a t ive  of t he  t empo  of  i ndus t r i a l  e x p a n s i o n  
in t he  local i t ies  today.  
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Chemical fertilizer plants, like thc model above, wil l  be constructed 
in counties throughout China. Design by the Nitrogenous Fertilizer 
Industry Designing Institute of the Ministry of Chemical Industry 

R u r a l  C h i n a  is no t  w h a t  i t  used to be. 
I t  is ge t t ing  rid of its t e chn i ca l  b a c k w a r d -  
ness. The  p e a s a n t  is no  longer  sat isf ied 
w i th  t he  crude,  old tools a n d  w a n t s  t he  
p roduc ts  of m o d e r n  indus t ry .  T h e r e  is 
a p r e s su re  f rom the  p e a s a n t s  for  b e t t e r  
tools a n d  fer t i l izer .  The  policy of in -  
t eg ra t i ng  the  d e v e l o p m e n t  of m a j o r ,  
m e d i u m  and  m i n o r  i n d u s t r i a l  p ro j ec t s  
t h r o u g h o u t  the  c o u n t r y  was  des igned  to 
mee t  this  demand .  The  local i t ies  a r e  
deve lop ing  m e d i u m  and  m i n o r  i n d u s t r i a l  
pro jec ts  to keep s tep w i t h  t he  a d v a n c e s  
of agr icul ture .  The  s logan  today  is 
" eve ry  county  m u s t  deve lop  i ts  o w n  
industries." And the  C h i n e s e  n e w s p a p e r s  
are  n o w  fond  of say ing :  "Le t  the  f lowers  
of i ndus t ry  b loom e v e r y w h e r e . "  

To he lp  the  local i t ies  deve lop  t h e i r  in -  
dus t r i es  and,  in  doing  so, exp lo i t  locai  
resources  to t he  full,  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  
min i s t r i e s  of the  C e n t r a l  Peop le ' s  Gov-  
e r n m e n t  a r e  d r a f t i n g  132 model  des igns  
for  fac tor ies  and  mines ,  all  of w h i c h  a r e  
expected to be comple ted  soon. 

These  des igns  a re  i n t e n d e d  m a i n l y  for  
counties ,  or  a reas  s o m e w h a t  l a r g e r  or  
smal ler .  The  Min i s t ry  of Chemica l  I n -  
dust ry ,  for  example ,  ha s  w o r k e d  out  a 
model  des ign  {see i l lus t ra t ion}  for  c h e m -  
ical fe r t i l i ze r  p l an t s  to  be  bu i l t  in the  
counties .  Th i s  type  of c h e m i c a l  f e r t i l i ze r  
p lan t  occupies  a sma l l  a rea ,  t akes  on ly  
5 or 6 m o n t h s  to bui ld ,  costs  on ly  3.5 
mi l l ion  y u a n  {including ou t l ay  for  a 
smal l -s ized p o w e r  station}, uses  local  
ma te r i a l s  a n d  is easy  to opera te .  I t  c a n  
p roduce  8,000 tons  of chemica l  fe r t i l i ze rs  
a year.  I f  ha l f  of C h i n a ' s  count ies  bu i ld  
chemica l  f e r t i l i ze r  p l a n t s  of th i s  size, 
i t  wi l l  m e a n  a to ta l  o u t p u t  of 8 mi l l ion  
tons of fer t i l izers ,  as a g a i n s t  less t h a n  a 
mil l ion a t  p resen t .  

Food i n d u s t r i e s  a re  also be ing  p u s h e d  
ahead.  In  the  n e x t  f ive years ,  t ens  of 
t housands  of food-process ing  fac to r ies  
will be  bui l t .  Mos t  of t h e m  will  be  of 

m e d i u m  and  m i n o r  size a n d  wil l  be 
se t  up  d i rec t ly  in  the  food-p roduc ing  
local i t ies .  

In  the  d e v e l o p m e n t  of local  i n d u s t r i e s  
today,  t he  e m p h a s i s  is for  e v e r y  coun ty  
to m a p  ou t  i ts  p l a n s - - a n d  pu t  t h e m  
into  a c t i o n ~ a n d  for  t he  sec re t a r i e s  of 
C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  o rgan i za t i ons  a t  the  
coun ty  level  a n d  above  to "gu ide  i n d u s t r y  
w i t h  one  h a n d  a n d  a g r i c u l t u r e  w i t h  the  
o the r , "  i n s t e a d  of us ing  "bo th  h a n d s "  to 
t ack le  ag r i cu l tu re ,  as was  the  case  before .  

S z e c h u a a  Oil Find 
On the  n igh t  of M a r c h  15 p a n d e m o n i u m  

b roke  loose in P e k i n g ' s  I n s t i t u t e  of 
P e t r o l e u m :  a r ich oilfield ha d  been  dis-  
covered  in the  c e n t r a l  p a r t  of S z e c h u a n  
P r o v i n c e  in  s o u t h - w e s t  China .  

W h e n  the  n e w s  c a m e  t h r o u g h  ove r  the  
wi re less  m a n y  of t he  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  sti l l  
w o r k i n g  a w a y  at  t h e i r  tatsepao for  the  
c a m p a i g n  a g a i n s t  was t e  a nd  c o n s e r v a t i s m  
a n d  qu i t e  a few were  a l r eady  in bed. 
Bu t  in a f ew minu tes ,  to the  be a t i ng  of 
gongs  a n d  e v e n  pots  a n d  pans ,  s eve ra l  
t h o u s a n d ,  i nc lud ing  the  h e a d  of the  school  
a n d  the  professors ,  g a t h e r e d  in  the  mess  
ha l l  to ce l eb ra t e  th i s  i m p o r t a n t  d i scovery  
w h i c h  the  s t u d e n t s  ap t ly  desc r ibed  as 
" C h i n a ' s  second  B a k u . "  The  K a r a m a i  
oilfields in t he  S i n k i a n g  U i g h u r  A u t o n -  
omous  Region  in the  f a r  wes t  a r e  th~ 
first. 

The  In s t i t u t e ' s  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t e a c h e r s  
h a d  good cause  for  ce lebra t ion .  G r a d u a t e s  
of the  I n s t i t u t e  w e r e  on t he  s u r v e y  t e a m s  
in S z e c h u a n  a nd  the  d i scovery  opens  ne w  
v i s tas  for  t he  s t u d e n t s  a nd  the  c oun t r y  
as  a whole .  

This  ne w  a nd  r ich  oil s t r i ke  l ies be-  
t w e e n  W u s h e n g  a n d  Y u e h c h i h  Count ies .  
On  M a r c h  12 m o r e  t h a n  40 tons of oil 
gushed  out  of a t e s t  wel l  in  40 m i n u t e s  
and  a s i m i l a r  a m o u n t  ou t  of a n o t h e r  wel l  

t he  n e x t  day.  On M a r c h  14, 189 tons  
of oil  g u s h e d  out  f rom this  s a m e  wel l  
in  2 h o u r s  18 minu tes .  In  a n o t h e r  wel l  
gas  a n d  oil g u s h e d  out  in  plenty .  All  
t h r e e  tes t  wel ls  we re  s u n k  a t  widely  d i f -  
f e r e n t  p laces  in  an  a r e a  s t r e t c h i n g  over  
2,200 s q u a r e  k i lomet res .  Accord ing  to the  
Min i s t ry  of P e t r o l e u m  Indus t ry ,  these  
g u s h e r s  a re  the  b igges t  in Ch ina ' s  
h i s tory .  

Telev is ion  in Ch ina  
C h i n a ' s  f i rs t  domes t i ca l l y -p roduced  

te lev i s ion  t r a n s m i t t i n g  set  was  t r ied  out  
on  M a r c h  17 before  a g roup  of 400 people  
in  P e k i n g  a nd  m e t  w i th  comple te  suc-  
cess. I t  wil l  be  i n s t a l l ed  in the  l l -  
s to reyed  B r o a d c a s t i n g  C e n t r e  n e a r i n g  
comple t i on  in the  capi ta l .  

The  t r a n s m i t t e r  was  des igned  by Ch i -  
nese  eng inee r s  a nd  m a n u f a c t u r e d  by the  
P e k i n g  Wireles~ F a c t o r y  w i t h  the  assis t -  
ance  of T s i n g h u a  Un ive r s i ty  and  the  
r e s e a r c h  c e n t r e  of the  B r o a d c a s t i n g  
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Bureau .  Th e  m a n u f a c t u r e  
of t e l ev i s ion  t r a n s m i t t i n g  sets  is an  
i n d i c a t i o n  of the  p rog res s  of Ch ina ' s  
wi re less  i ndus t ry .  

C a n ton ,  in  s o u t h  Ch ina ,  will  beg in  to 
t r a n s m i t  t e lev i s ion  p r o g r a m m e s  n e x t  
year .  Rece iv ing  sets  wil l  be ins t a l l ed  at  
50 po in t s  in  t h e  ci ty for  v iewers .  T he  
T i e n t s i n  Wire less  F a c to r y  is n o w  produc-  
ing t e l ev i s ion  r ece iv ing  sets  for  the  
a n t i c i p a t e d  t e lev i s ion  audience .  

Don't Blame the Editor 
A le t t e r  to t h e  ed i to r  of Renmin Ribao 

a n d  the  ed i to r ' s  rep ly  a p p e a r e d  on the  
back  page  ol' t he  p a p e r  on M a r c h  18 
u n d e r  t he  h e a d  "Is  A n y o n e  to B l a m e ? "  
The  l e t t e r  was  f r o m  the  a u t h o r  of a n  
a r t ic le  p u b l i s h e d  in a p rev ious  issue of 
the  paper .  He h a d  been  cr i t ic ized  by his  
col leagues  for  not  be ing  up - to -da t e  w i t h  
his f igures  a nd  he  appea l ed  to the  edi tor .  

In  his  a r t i c le  he  h a d  c i ted " t r a i n s  
pu l l ing  3,000 tons"  bu t  by  the  t ime  i t  
a p p e a r e d  in p r i n t  the  f igure  h a d  shot  
up to 4,000. T lmn  the  n e w s p a p e r  was  to 
b lame,  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  f r i ends  decided,  be-  
cause  i t  l agged  b e h i n d  deve lopmen t s .  In  
these  f a s t - m o v i n g  days,  they  said,  the  
n e w s p a p e r s  m u s t  keep  pace  too, l ike  
e v e r y b o d y  else. In th is  vein,  the  cor re-  
s p o n d e n t  w r o t e  to t he  edi tor .  

In  his  reply,  the  ed i to r  agreed.  He 
sa id  t h a t  n e w s p a p e r s  in C h i n a  mus t  in- 
deed  " t a k e  bold leaps  f o r w a r d , "  so as 
to ref lect  d e v e l o p m e n t s  in  t ime.  Bu t  if 
t hey  fail,  in one  i n s t a n c e  or  ano the r ,  i t  
on ly  proves  the  m a x i m  t h a t  even t s  m o v e  
f a s t e r  t h a n  though t s ,  t h a t  C h i n a  is going 
f o r w a r d  a t  a terr i f ic  clip, w h i c h  is 
n o t h i n g  to compla in  about .  



Industrializing China: 
Preliminary Stage 

by KUNG SANG 

What is meant by thc statement that China has laid 
"a preliminary foundation for socialist industrialization" 
often encountered in discussions of China's economy? 
It means that China has 

greatly increased the capacity of her basic 
industries 
created new industries 
set up regional industrial centres 
raised the technical level 
turned capitalist enterprises into socialist 
increased the proportion of industrial produc- 
tion in relation to agriculture, while increasing 
agricultural output. 

W ITH the successful fulfilment of the First Five-Year 
Plan, China has laid down the prel iminary founda- 

tion for her socialist industrialization. What is meant  by 
"preliminary foundation"? 

Before answering this question, we must  first make 
clear what we mean by socialist industrialization. 

A Comprehensive Industrial System 

For a vast country like China, with a huge popula- 
tion and rich natural resources it means the building of 
a more or less comprehensive industrial system. China 
must be able to produce all the main types of engineer- 
ing equipment and raw materials to supply the main 
means of expanding her national economy and re-equip- 
ping it technologically. At the same time she must be 
able to turn out all kinds of consumer goods to maintain 
a steady advance in the people's living standards. 

To reach these objectives, China must  first of all 
achieve an adequate level of development and proper co- 
ordination of such branches of heavy industry as metal- 
lurgy, fuels, power, engineering, basic chemicals and 
building materials. In modern technology, she must also 
develop atomic, radio-electronic, and other such industries. 

CAPITAL CONSTRUCTION 
DURING THE FIRST 5-YEAR PLAN (1953 1957) 

-~bove-norrn Prolects 

Originally Planned 

Uniti Actually 
Under Construction 825 

In her socialist industrialization, China adheres to 
the principle of priority for the development of heavy 
i n d u s t r y - - t h e  centre of her economic construction. Be- 
sides the growth of its basic existing branches, special 
stress is laid on starting up or reinforcing those which 
China did not possess in the past, or that  were very weak. 
The aim here is a considerable degree of self-sufficiency 
in the basic capital goods required by a growing economy 
and by her national defence. 

Geographically, owing to her immense area, China's 
comprehensive industrial system must be based on a 
number  of relatively independent centres to ensure the 
balanced economic growth and defence needs of the 
country. Along with this, there must be inter-regional 
co-ordination and division of labour to bring all produc- 
tive potentialities into play. 

A comprehensive industrial system requires a strong 
force of scientists and technicians and a high technical 
l e v e l - - s o  that complex tasks in geological prospecting, 
the designing and building of industrial enterprises, or 
the designing and manufacture of new products can be 
tackled independently. 

China's way of industrialization is socialist. There- 
fore her policy has been to develop state-owned industries 
to the fullest extent possible and to transform private 
industry along socialist lines. In this way social is t - -  
state and col lec t ive ly-owned-- indus t ry  has become 
absolutely predominant,  and will ultimately be the only 
type of industry in our economy. 

Preliminary Foundation 

When we speak of the preliminary foundation for 
socialist industrialization, we do so in the light of the 
considerations outlined above. 

In her First Five-Year Plan, China concentrated her 
main efforts on the construction of 694 "above-norm" or 
high-investment industrial projects,* with the 156 designed 
with Soviet help as the core. Headway was made on 112 
of these 156; and 57 are in full or partial operation. At 
the same time the building programme was expanded. 
Instead of the planned 694 above-norm projects, work 
actually went ahead on 825; of which 449 were fully or 
partially completed and are now in production. All are 

*The "norm" of investment in capital construction for 
heavy industry ranges between five and ten million yuan and 
that for light (consumer goods) industry, between three and 
five million yuan. 



INCREASE IN TECHNICAL PERSONNEL 
DURING TNI~ FIRST 5.YEAR PLAN ~1953-1957) 
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large, technically up-to-date enterprises such as old China 
could never afford to build. Those already operating form 
the initial sinews of China's new, modern industry. 

In these five years, the growth of capacity in various 
lines has been as follows: 

Pig Iron 3,270,000 tons 
Steel 2,346,000 tons 
Electricity 2,335,000 kilowatts 
Coal 61,260,000 tons 
Machine-tools 6,223 
Motor Trucks 30,000 
Synthetic Ammonia 147,000 tons 
Cement 2,554,000 tons 
Cotton Spindles 1,995,000 
Machine-made Paper 237,000 tons 
Machine-made Sugar 556,000 tons 

Most of these additions exceeded old China's total 
capacity in the same lines, reached after 100 years of 
previous industrial development. In steel for instance, 
old China's peak capacity was less than two million tons; 
actual output less than one million. But more than two 
million tons of steel of new capacity was added in the 
First Five-Year Plan. 

The completion of 449 above-norm industrial units 
not only strengthened China's modern iron and steel, non- 
ferrous metal, power, coal, petroleum, and engineering 
industries but also filled many gaps in her old industrial 
system. Prior to the First Five-Year Plan. her engineer- 
ing industry could produce only spare parts and small- 
sized machines. Now, in addition, it can build over 200 new 
types of machine tools, and complete factory installations 
for a number of industries. In 1949, there was no Chinese- 
made metallurgic, mining or power-generating equipment, 
not to mention aircraft, motor vehicles and tractors. Today 
China already produces all these things. As late as 1952, 
China's metallurgical industry could only make about 180 
kinds of steel, and steel products to some 400 specifica- 
tions; by 1957, the range was some 370 kinds of steel and 
steel products to over 3,000 specifications. 

Regional Centres 

In the development of regional centres, in the First 
Five-Year Plan, China practically completed her north-  
eastern industrial base with the Anshan Iron and Steel 
Works as its centre. The north-eastern base has all kinds 
of heavy and light industries in more than ten big in- 

dustrial cities; Anshan alone now turns out more than 
half the nation's steel. 

In the same period, existing coastal bases o[ industry, 
in such cities as Shanghai and Tientsin, were also vigor- 
ously strengthened; Shanghai 's  total output almost doubled 
in the five years. 

In central China, large-scale construction was started 
on a new industrial base with the Wuhan Iron and Steel 
Works as its centre, and in the north, work began on yet 
another with the Paotow Iron and Steel Works (in Inner 
Mongolia) as the centre. Construction has also begun in 
north-west China and, in a more preliminary way, in the 
south-west and south. 

Better Geographical Distribution 

The uneven geographical distribution of industry that 
was a feature of the old Chinese economy has begun to 
disappear. All this makes it possible for China to develop 
subsequent industrial construction, in the interior prov- 
inces, at greater speed and on a much stronger foundation 
than was the case in 1952. 

In the First Five-Year Plan, besides the erection of 
new industrial plants, existing units were strengthened 
and transformed; some were rebuilt or expanded, some 
readjusted and technologically re-equipped and reformed. 
This too resulted in a big increase in productivity. During 
the First Five-Year Plan, total industrial output in- 
creased by 133 per cent. The average annual rate of 
growth was more than 18 per cent. 

At the beginning of the First Five-Year Plan, there 
were great difficulties due to lack of technicians and ade- 
quate technical knowledge. Today, after five years'  hard 
work, these have in the main been conquered. The num- 
ber of technicians in prospecting, designing and capital 
construction has multiplied eightfold; in civil engineering 
and installation 4.4 times; in industrial production 3.6 
times. By 1957 the technical force numbered 600,000. 
Thanks to the guidance and help of Soviet experts, a great 
many of these technicians have acquired full competence 
through study and training in the course of day-to-day 
work. Except in cases involving geological conditions and 
technical problems of very great complexity, China can 
now design and build her own industrial units, railways 
and water conservancy projects such as integrated 
iron and steel works with an annual  capacity of 1.5 million 
tons, coal mines with similar capacity, chemical plants 
capable of turning out 50,000 tons of nitrogenous fertilizer 
each year, hydro-electric plants of one million kilowatt 
generating capacity and thermal electric plants of 400,000 
kilowatts. In the manufacture of many major products, 
China is already leaving the stage of copying foreign blue 
prints and beginning to design her own models. 

Large-scale industrial construction and the rapid 
development of state-owned industry has gone hand-in- 
hand with the socialist transformation of private enter- 
prises. By 1956, nearly all capitalist industries had come 
under joint state-private operation and most of the 
small and handicraft  shops had been organized into co- 
operatives. This marked a fundamental  change in the 
structure of China's industrial economy. At the end of 
1957, of the total industrial output (excluding handicrafts), 



state-owned industry accounted for 65.12 per cent; co- 
operative industry for 3.14 per cent; joint state-private 
enterprises for 31.71 per cent; private enterprises for 0.03 
per cent. 

By 1957, reckoned in value, industrial production 
(including that of the handicrafts industtw) had come to 
occupy 55.5 per cent of the total production of industry 
and agriculture, as compared to 41.5 per cent in 1952; 
the output of modern industry had risen from 32.7 per 
cent of total industrial and agricultural production to 
46.4 per cent. Within industry, the output of capital goods 
rose from 39.7 per cent of total output in 1952 to 52.3 per 

cent in 1957, and the output  value of the engineering 
industry from 5.2 per cent to over 9 per cent. 

What is more important, during her First Five-Year 
Plan, China supplied 60 per cent of her own needs in 
machines and 80 per cent in steel products. This was a 
very big change from 1952. Tile achievement was all the 
greater because the needs themselves had multiplied. The 
1957 volume of industrial building and installation work 
in China was more than three times the 1952 level. 

That is why we say China has laid down a prelimi- 
nary foundation for her socialist industrialization, a good 
basis for its furttler rapid advance. 

Learning from Life 

Why Intellectuals Go to the Countryside 

by LI FANG 

Over a million office workers from government 
departments and enterprises have gone to the 
countryside in recent months.  They are going to 
re-educate themselves by working directly 
among the peasants. 

U P to the early part  of February  1958, 1,300,000 office 
workers from government organizations and enterprises 

had moved out to the "grass roots," mainly to the villages, 
the co-operative farms and jobs at the lowest levels of 
local administration. There they are re-educating them- 
selves by taking part in productive labour and coping with 
the practical problems facing the local people. All are 
volunteers. They, and the many times their number who 
could not go at once, applied for transfers because they 
have come to realize that such a move is of great benefit 
to their remoulding and to the building of socialism. 

Chinese Communist  Tradition 

All this is a continuation, in contemporary conditions, 
of the fine tradition developed by the Chinese Communist  
Party which had so much to do with carrying the Chinese 
revolution to victory. In the ten-year civil war between 
1927 and 1936 and during the War of Resistance to Japa-  
nese Aggression, people in positions of leadership and 
revolutionary intellectuals did their share alongside the 
mass of the people, in guerilla warfare,  in farming and 
other productive work. 

In April 1945, towards the end of the War of Resis- 
tance to Japanese Aggression and on the eve of the War 
of Liberation against the U.S.-armed Chiang Kai-shek 
troops, Chairman Mao Tse-tung wrote of the intellectuals 
who wished really to serve the nation: "They should 
gladly go to the countryside, take off their school uniforms, 
put on coarse clothes and willingly take up any work, 
however trivial; they should go there to learn what 

the peasants demand, help to arouse and organize them 
and struggle for the accomplishment of one of the most 
important tasks in China's democratic r e vo lu t i on - - t he  
democratic revolution in the countryside." Many thou- 
sands of intellectuals responded to the call, and helped 
the peasants with the land reform and the restoration 
of rural production, thus consolidating the revolutionary 
bases and leading to the nation-wide victory. The Party 's  
tradition of remoulding intellectuals in production and 
mass struggles speeded the victory of the revolution. 

After the founding of the People's Republic in 1949, 
even greater numbers of intellecLuals helped carry out the 
land reform and other democratic reforms, in areas newly 
freed from Kuomintang rule. It was on this basis that 
the co-operative movement in the countryside was later 
begun. 

Today, with the fulfilment of the First Five-Year Plan 
and the start of the Second, the call once more is, "Go 
to the countryside and to the mountain areas." 

Road to Re-education 

The road to rural and other basic work is the road 
to self-re-education for the intellectuals. Generally speak- 
ing, such people have two defects: bookishness, or divorce 
from practice, and separation from the masses. Without 
overcoming these defects, they cannot contribute fully to 
the new socialist society. The best way for intellectuals 
to gain strength where they are weakest is to take part  
in productive work and thus to temper and transform 
themselves. Studying Marxism-Leninism, though certainly 
a good thing, is not enough. The knowledge so gained 
needs to be integrated With practice. 

To become wholehearted builders of socialism, it is 
necessary for intellectuals who work in government in- 
stitutions or enterprises, or who teach in the schools, to 
learn to unite and merge with the labouring people. In 



1939, speaking on the occasion of the 20th anniversary 
of the May the Fourth Movement, Chairman Mao Tse-tung 
said: "The ultimate line of demarcation between the 
revolutionary intellectuals on the one hand and non- 
revolutionary and counter-revolutionary intellectuals on 
the other lies in whether they are willing to, and actually 
do, become one with the masses of workers and peasants." 
Today, Chairman Mao's words apply to all those who have 
as yet to shake off their bourgeois outlook and replace 
it with a socialist one. 

Work by hand and work by brain are separated in 
all societies where exploiting classes exist. In the old 
Chinese society, the status of the scholar was held to be 
higher than all others. Those who worked by their brains 
were thought to be destined to govern those who worked 
with their hands. These ideas, bred by the exploiting 
classes, still have their bad influence among some bour- 
geois intellectuals today, who despise manual  work and 
look down on the workers and peasants. 

But today the working people are the masters of the 
country. In C h i n a - - w h e r e  the economic basis for the 
separation of work by hand and by brain has disappeared 
- - the  aim is gradually to integrate these two kinds of 
labour. To encourage educated people to take a direct 
part in work in the countryside is a first step towards that 
goal. 

Working-class Intellectuals 

Intellectuals who have never put their hands to the 
plough or hammer, and cannot tell two crops apart, will 
benefit a great deal from taking part in labour. Knowl- 
edge of production, and respect for labour as the source 
of all the wealth of society, is their great lack. Most 
important of all, participation in labour will help them 
to understand the needs of the working people, to enter 
into their feelings and be influenced by their ways of 
thinking. The intellectuals have nothing to lose but their 
bourgeois prejudices, their bourgeois views of life and the 
world; once they have shaken these off they will not be 
sorry but glad. On the contrary they have everything to 
gain by tempering and transforming themselves into 
working-class intellectuals, by getting a socialist view of 
life and the world, by becoming the kind of intellectuals 
that socialism needs. 

Is the transfer of educated people to work in the 
countryside "a waste of talent," as is sometimes assumed 
by those who do not understand how important  it is to 
become one with the working people? It is nothing of 
the sort. To be a socialist expert  or technician, the first 
thing is to make oneself socialist, to learn to serve social- 
ism, the workers and peasants and to subject individual 
interests to collective interests. Government  servants or 
technicians who are bourgeois and petty-bourgeois in 
origin and outlook can use their talents for the interests 
of the largest numbers of people only when they become 
socialist-minded. 

In the big debates of the rectification campaign and 
the anti-rightist struggle, the majori ty of government 
employees and intellectuals have come to know that they 
cannot hope to remould their outlook thoroughly unless 
and until they become one with the working people. They 
also know that having shed their bourgeois outlook and 
gained a socialist one they have a useful part  to play in 

the country 's  socialist revolution and socialist construction. 
That is another reason why they respond with enthusiasm 
to the call "to the countryside and mountain areas." That 
is why in many government  organizations and enterprises, 
almost everyone asked to be the first to be transferred 
to rural work. 

Socialist Public Servants 

The class character of the Chinese state, in which the 
working people have taken political power into their own 
hands, requires that its government  personnel be guided 
in all things by the working people, and serve them, not 
boss them. 

The Chinese Communist  Par ty  has always directed 
its attention to training government  personnel from among 
workers and peasants and to remoulding the intellectuals. 
During the protracted revolutionary struggles in the past, 
it pursued the policy of selecting the best of the workers 
and peasants and the best of the intellectuals who stand 
firmly by them to be leaders and mainstays of the Par ty  
and state organizations in various fields of work, repre- 
senting the hard core of proletarian leadership. The same 
policy was followed after the People's Republic was 
founded and the old state structure was replaced by a 
completely new one. 

The more recently recruited personnel o~ government 
offices, however, consist largely of young school and uni- 
versity graduates who have never done any productive 
work nor steeled themselves in practical struggles. Some 
of them look down on manual  work and the workers and 
peasants, hankering after fame, personal gain and social 
position. Teng Hsiao-ping, General Secretary of the Chi- 
nese Communist  Party, in his report on the rectification 
campaign, said that young intellectuals working in govern- 
ment organizations and enterprises who have not partici- 
pated in practical struggles and productive work should 
regard this as a part  of necessary schooling from which 
no one should absent himself. He pointed out that  in the 
future, the Par ty  would select and promote functionaries 
from among the best of the workers and peasants who 
have acquired the requisite education, and from among 
the best of the intellectuals who have steeled themselves 
in production and struggle and have forged close ties with 
the working people. Only when this was done, he said, 
would China have a large number  of officials and working- 
class intellectuals dedicated to the cause of communism 
and able to stand up to every trial which they may be 
called upon to face. 

The present move affects many government employees 
and intellectuals who never previously took part  in mass 
struggles or production. Most of them have gone to the 
agricultural co-operatives to take part  in farm work. 

As a result of the fulfilment of the First Five-Year 
Plan, farm output  increased year by year, and the 
peasants'  life improved. Now the goal is to fulfil the 
National Programme for the Development of Agriculture 
(1956-67) which requires a vast increase in food crops, 
cotton and other principal products. Efforts not only by 
the peasants, but also by the cities and industries are 
required to fulfil a plan of this magnitude. 

Science, technique and culture used to be city 
monopolies. To bring them to the rural and mountain 
areas is a task that government  employees and intellectuals 



cannot shirk. If each plays his part  in helping to wipe 
out illiteracy in the countryside, that, too, will be of 
enormous help to the peasants. 

The movement of government  personnel to the coun- 
tryside is necessarily connected with the streamlining of 
government offices, and the cutting down of the number 
of personnel not directly engaged in production. Over- 
staffing of some government  departments was revealed 
in criticisms of inefficiency and top-heaviness which came 
up in the rectification campaign. It  involved waste of 
manpower, hindered efficiency and could easily become 

a breeding-ground for bureaucracy. The transfer of man- 
power to productive jobs is a necessary corrective for this 
abnormal situation. 

The purpose of the transfer, in'deed, nmets many of 
the needs of socialist construction. It trains and tempers 
public servants who will give their best to the cause of 
socialism. It  helps to overcome subjectivism and bureau- 
cracy, the fruit of divorce from practice and from the 
masses. It helps to strengthen agriculture and lower 
levels of local administration. It speeds up socialist 
construction. 

Re.  education 

Democratic Parties Rally for Socialism 

O N March 16, ten thousand members of the democratic 
parties and unaffiliated democrats gathered at a rally 

on Peking's Tien An Men Square. They demonstrated 
their determination to give their best to socialist construc- 
tion and support the leadership of the Chinese Communist  
Party. It was a typical Chinese manifestation with 
banners, cymbals, drums, gongs and firecrackers. 

This meeting of leaders of the democratic parties, 
people's deputies, distinguished scientists, educators, 
doctors, engineers, writers and artists, well-known capital- 
ists, and former Kuomintang high officials was presided 
over by eighty-five-year-old Shen Chun-ju, Chairman of 
the China Democratic League. They adopted a Charter 
for the Socialist Self-re-education of Democratic Parties 
~nd Unaffiliated Democrats (published on page 11) 
and a pledge to Chairman Mao Tse-tung which states: 
"Under the leadership of the Chinese Communist  
Par ty  and your leadership we will make earnest efforts 
to reform our political standpoint and ideology, improve 
our style of work, devotedly and firmly take the path of 
socialism and contribute all our knowledge and strength 
to advance the cause of socialism." 

All for the Country 

The applause that greeted Shen Chun-ju 's  opening 
speech made it clear that he spoke for all those present 
when he assured the nation of their determination "to 
follow the Communist Party, to take the socialist road, 
to learn from the workers and the peasants, to remould 
ourselves, to change our political standpoint and ideology, 
and to give all to the country, the people and the Par ty!"  

This meeting was a natural development in the cur- 
rent march of events in China. Li Chi-shen, Chairman 
of the Revolutionary Committee of the Kuomintang, ex- 
plained in his speech that "we are now in a great, new 
era of socialism. Internationally, the east wind prevails 
over the west wind. In our country the workers and 
peasants are advancing fast and working selflessly for 
socialism. The socialist revolution and socialist construc- 
tion are going ahead at great speed. All this has greatly 

inspired us and helped strengthen our will and confidence 
in self-re-education." 

"At such a time," he pointed out, "while the nation is 
making a great socialist leap forward, we too must make 
a great leap forward in political and ideological self- 
re-education. We must  all work hard quickly to turn our 
bourgeois democratic parties into socialist political parties, 
to enable us to shed our bourgeois standpoint in the 
shortest possible time, take up a working-class standpoint, 
and fundamental ly change ourselves into working people." 

Kuo Mo-jo, President of the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences, an unaffiliated democrat, called on intellectuals 
to make their full contribution to socialist construction 
and "to go the socialist way." He said that the great 
drive in production had started an "atomic chain reaction," 
that had already stimulated progress in literature and art, 
science, technology and other fields. Under such circum- 
stances, no patriotic citizen or organization could lag 
behind. 

"This rally to promote socialist self-re-education is 
timely and meaningful," Kuo Mo-jo continued. "It  shows 
we are determined to be propellors, not retarders, of 
progress; we want to serve socialist construction." 

To achieve this fully, Kuo Mo-jo said: "We must first 
of all change our outlook and have the right standpoint. 
We must completely discard our bourgeois ideology and 
transform ourselves into working-class intellectuals." 

Huang Yen-pei, Chairman of the Democratic National 
Construction Association of China, speaking for the in- 
dustrialists and business men said that they would surely 
become real assets to the country once they thoroughly 
change their original political standpoints and make a 
contribution to the best of their ability. 

This rally was a shattering rebuff to the bourgeois 
rightists who only last year attempted to usurp the leader- 
ship of the democratic parties in order to turn them into 
bases for anti-socialist activity. That attack fell to pieces 
under the counter-blows of the people. Far from destroy- 
ing socialism, it acted as a sort of "political fertilizer" that  
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fos te red  t i le  soc ia l i s t  consc iousness  of t he  peop le  and  
acce lera ted  s e l f - r e - e d u c a t i o n  a m o n g  the  m e m b e r s  of the  
democra t i c  pa r t i e s  and  una f f i l i a t ed  democra t s .  The  
s t ruggle  aga ins t  the  r i gh t i s t s  s h o w e d  m a n y  m o r e  peop le  
how necessa ry  i t  was  for  people  of bourgeo i s  o r ig in  to 
change the i r  old  out looks.  

The  pol icy  of the  Chinese  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  a n d  the  
s ta te  t owards  the  m e m b e r s  of the  n a t i o n a l  bourgeo i s i e  
and bourgeo is  i n t e l l ec tua l s  in Ch ina  has  a l w a y s  been  to 
unite,  educa te  a n d  t r a n s f o r m  them,  to p e r s u a d e  t h e m  to 
offer the i r  serv ices  to soc ia l i sm and  he lp  t h e m  g r a d u a l l y  
to i n t eg ra t e  in to  the  w o r k i n g  class. But  th is  p rocess  of 
se l f - r e -educa t ion  of the  bourgeo i s i e  is a long and com-  
plex one. I t  is s t i l l  f a r  f rom comple t ion .  But  the  v ic to ry  
over  the  r ight is t s ,  and  the new socia l i s t  u p s u r g e  t h r o u g h o u t  
the na t ion  have  g iven  a n e w  i m p e t u s  to it. They  have  
insp i red  the  democ ra t i c  pa r t i e s  and  una f f i l i a t ed  democra t s  
to p r o m u l g a t e  the  C h a r t e r  of Soc ia l i s t  S e l f - r e - e d u c a t i o n  
which was adop ted  a t  th is  mee t ing .  

Hastens  Trans i t ion  

This  is u n d o u b t e d l y  a l a n d m a r k  in the  s e l f - r e - e d u c a -  
tion of the  social  g roups  r ep r e sen t ed .  I t  wi l l  qu icken  
the i r  t r ans i t i on  f rom one c l a s s - - t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e - - t o  
a n o t h e r - - t h e  w o r k i n g  class. 

The  C h a r t e r  d e m a n d s  tha t  t h e y  " t r a n s f o r m  our  po l i t -  
ical s t a n d p o i n t  and  h e a r t  and  soul p u r s u e  the  pa th  of 
social ism u n d e r  the  l e a d e r s h i p  of the  Ch inese  C o m m u n i s t  
Pa r ty . "  These  d e m o c r a t i c  pa r t i e s  and  m a n y  unaf f i l i a t ed  
democra t s  have  m a d e  a def in i te  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to the  d e m o -  
crat ic  revo lu t ion .  A l i t t l e  over  two y e a r s  ago, however ,  
China  comple t ed  the  h i s to r i c  change  which  e n d e d  the 
p r i va t e  bourgeo is  o w n e r s h i p  of the  m e a n s  of p roduc t ion  
and wen t  on to social is t ,  pub l i c  ownersh ip .  This  
dep r ived  the  bourgeo i s i e  of i ts  soc ia l -economic  base.  
His to r ica l ly  th is  m e a n s  t ha t  the  democ ra t i c  p a r t i e s  
which  r e p r e s e n t  th is  class po l i t i ca l ly  have  no a l t e r n a t i v e  
but  to change  the i r  s t a n d p o i n t  f u n d a m e n t a l l y ,  come over  
to the  social is t  s ide if t hey  w a n t  to go ahead  wi th  the  
people.  This  is a neces sa ry  d e v e l o p m e n t  for  e v e r y -  

one of n o n - p r o l e t a r i a n  or igin .  O n l y  so wi l l  t hey  be 
ab le  to a d v a n c e  h a p p i l y  a n d  in u n i t y  w i th  the  people  
a long  the soc ia l i s t  road.  

The  C h a r t e r  po in t s  ou t  the  p rac t i ca l  w a y  to effect 
th is  change  in out look.  I t  cal ls  on al l  democra t s  "to l e a r n  
f r o m  the  w o r k e r s  and  p e a s a n t s  by  t a k i n g  p a r t  in p rac t i ca l  
work ,  adop t ing  a cor rec t  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  l a b o u r  and  
s t r i v i n g  to feel  a n d  t h i n k  as  the  w o r k i n g  people  feel  and  
th ink . "  

A t  the  end of the  ra l ly ,  the  pa r t i c ipan t s ,  w i th  d r u m  
and  c y m b a l  music,  p a r a d e d  a long  P e k i n g ' s  cen t ra l  avenues .  
T h e y  were  led  b y  Shen  C h u n - j u ,  Kuo  Mo-jo,  Li Chi -shen  
and  H u a n g  Yen -p e i  and  o t h e r  e lders  c a r r y i n g  banne r s  
t ha t  p r o c l a i m e d :  "Al l  for  Soc ia l i sm!  . . . .  We ' l l  Lea rn  f rom the 
W o r k e r s  and  Peasan t s !  . . . .  S u p p o r t  the  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y ! "  

A m o n g  the  m a r c h e r s  w e r e  Hsu  Teh-heng ,  C h a i r m a n  
of the  Chiu  San  Soc ie ty ;  W a n g  Shao-ao ,  V i c e - C h a i r m a n  
of the  Ch ina  Assoc ia t ion  for  P r o m o t i n g  Democracy ;  Li 
Chun-ch ing ,  V i c e - C h a i r m a n  of the  T a i w a n  Democra t i c  
S e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  League ;  and  Chen  Chi -yu ,  C h a i r m a n  of 
the  Ch ina  Chih  K u n g  Tang.  

Ma Yin-chu ,  P r e s i d e n t  of P e k i n g  Unive r s i ty ,  P ro fe s -  
sors  F e n g  Y u - l a n  and  Chin  Yueh- l in ,  the  sc ient is t s  Tao 
Meng-ho ,  Woo Yui -hsun ,  Ts ien  H s u e - s h e n  and Hua  Loo- 
keng  were  a m o n g  the  sc ien t i s t s  and  e d u c a t o r s  who  took 
p a r t  in the  pa rade .  F u  Tso-yi ,  M i n i s t e r  of W a t e r  Con-  
s e r v a n c y  and  Elec t r ic  Power ,  and  Li Teh-chuan ,  Min i s t e r  
of Pub l ic  Heal th ,  also marched .  

Cheng  Chien,  Wei  L i -huang ,  Chang  C h i h - c h u n g  and  
W e n g  W e n - h a o  who  were  f o r m e r l y  h i g h - r a n k i n g  Kuo-  
m i n t a n g  officers and  officials  too had  the i r  p laces  in the  
pa rade .  

M a n y  g roups  ca r r i ed  p ledges .  One of the  mos t  con-  
sp icuous  was  s igned  b y  ten peop le  ove r  s even ty  yea r s  of 
age,  a l l  m e m b e r s  of the  K u o m i n t a n g  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  
Commi t t ee .  I t  sa id  t hey  wou ld  become socia l i s t  w i th in  
ten  years .  

(From Our Correspondent) 

Charter for the Socialist Self-re-education of Democratic 
Parties and Unaffiliated Democrats 

Under the inspiring leadership of the Chinese Com- 
munist  Par ty  and Chairman Mao Tse-tung, the people of 
our great  mother land are  moving ahead along the socialist 
road l ike "a ship riding the waves with full wind in its 
sails." The great  victm.'y of the socialist revolution on the 
political and ideological fronts has ushered in a new situa- 
tion h a  big leap forward in socialist construction. This 
new situation has given us great  encouragement and 
strength. 

We earnest ly pledge to work with revolut ionary drive 
so that  we may as quickly as possible change ourselves 
from bourgeois to working people living by our own 
labour, from bourgeois intellectuals to working-class 
intellectuals who are  both ideologically socialist and profes- 
sionally expert. We the democratic part ies and unaffiliated 
democrats hereby pledge: 

1. To t ransform our political s tandpoint  and heart  
and soul pursue the path of socialism under  the leadership 
of the Chinese Communist  Par ty ;  

2. To be loyal to the socialist system, carry out the 
policies, laws and decrees of the state faithfully, and 
wholeheartedly contribute our knowledge and strength to 
the work of national  construction; 

3. To learn from the workers  and peasants by taking 
part  in pract ical  work, adopting a correct at t i tude towards 
labour and striving to feel and think as the working people 
feel and think; 

4. To devote ourselves to the study of Marxism- 
Leninism, the advanced experience, technique and scien- 
tific knowledge of the Soviet Union, and implement the 
policy of "let t ing a hundred flowers blossom and a 
hundred schools of thought contend"; 

5. To accelerate our fundamental  self-re-education 
so as to provide the conditions for long-term co-existence 
and mutual  supervision, and resolutely to carry out the 
united front policy in the service of socialism. 

We will make the greatest  efforts to encourage and 
support one another  so as to guarantee the fulf i lment of 
our pledges. 
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The Great Debate on the Literary Front 
by CHOU YANG 

This is the concluding instalment of selections f rom 
a lengthy article on the great debate and the anti-rightist 
struggle that have been going on in China's literary c~rcles, 
by Chou Yang, Vice-Director of the Propaganda Depart- 
ment  of the Central Commit tee  of the Chinese Communis t  
Party and Vice-Chairman of the All-China Federation of 
Writers and Artists. The first instalment appeared in our 
last issue. 

T HE chief arguments of the bourgeois rightists and revi- 
sionists against socialist literature and art are to deny 

or underestimate their achievements, alleging that they 
are not truthful, that  there is no "freedom for creative 
writing." It is quite apparent, however, that  this attack 
is not simply on literature and art, but on the socialist 
system as a whole. 

Socialist literature is a new form of writing unprece- 
dented in history. Very few literary works in the past 
took as their main theme the labour and struggles of 
workers and peasants. The true toilers, who created the 
material and spiritual wealth of society, were not given 
the position they deserved by previous writers. Instead, 
most literature dealt with landlords, nobles, merchants, 
the bourgeoisie and their spokesmen in the realm of poli- 
tics and ideas. This was unfair. Socialist literature has 
brought about a fundamental  change in this unreasonable 
state of affairs. The basic aim of socialist literature is 
to serve the labouring people. With unbounded enthusiasm 
it affirms and sings the heroic struggle of the working 
class. It describes the new human relationships in a 
socialist society, the new morality and customs, the new 
men who gradually shake off the influence of the old 
society, new characters and their fight with outmoded 
institutions and ideas. No previous literature has made 
such a powerful affirmation of life and reality as socialist 
literature, or shown such firm faith in mankind and its 
future, such faith in the people's boundless creative power. 
No literature before this has known such complete freedom 
of thought and feeling, or possessed such optimism, such 
heroism, and such lofty aspirations. 

As a positive method of moral education, our litera- 
ture is most widely supported and loved. The circulation 
of a fairly good book runs into several hundreds of thou- 
sands, while a good film today is seen by tens of millions. 
There was nothing comparable to this in the past. Now 
that the people have become the masters of their culture, 
they take a keen interest in it and consider it an important 
and integral part  of their own great programme of con- 
struction. Writers no longer stand above or outside the 
people, but among them, for they consider it their sacred 
duty to have intimate ties with the masses and to write 
their best for them. 

The great achievements of socialist literature cannot 
be brushed aside. Some bourgeois writers in the West 

and some revisionists in the People's Democracies took 
advantage of the criticism of Stalin made at the Twen- 
tieth Congress of the Communist  Par ty  of the Soviet 
Union to shout that Soviet literature had "come to a 
standstill." According to them, socialist realism indicated 
that Soviet literature had "gone downhill," and socialist 
realism was a slogan "thought  up" by a minority when in 
fact no such writing existed. Some of them not only op- 
posed the socialist trend in literature, but completely 
denied realism and dubbed it "out-of-date," carried away 
by modernism and other decadent schools of thought in 
vogue today. But their clamour cannot in any way de- 
tract from the glory of Soviet literature, and suffices 
merely to expose their reactionary bourgeois views and 
prejudices. Soviet literature and art teach and inspire 
readers throughout the world by means of an advanced 
world outlook and revolutionary spirit; they have inspired 
countless thousands to advance towards revolution, and 
taught countless thousands how to build a new life. 

National Tradition and National Style  

Chinese literature, under the leadership of the Com- 
munist Party, has always taken socialist realism as the 
soundest principle of writing, and Soviet works as its 
models. Of course, in learning from the Soviet Union 
we should not imitate it in a dogmatic or mechanical way, 
but accept its experience in accordance with our actual 
situation, using independent judgment  and careful analy- 
sis. As socialist literature can only grow and flower on 
its own native soil, it must re-evaluate and carry forward 
the national tradition and evolve a national style. We have 
always made efforts in this direction. Because our litera- 
ture is linked w i t h ' t h e  most advanced class, ideas and 
social system, its rate of development during a short period 
has been unprecedentedly great. The rightists allege that 
not much is being written today, that  we have a dearth 
of plays, and that we are worse off in every way than 
before. It is true that the culture designed for landlords, 
aristocrats and bourgeois gentlemen has not only dwindled 
but is about to disappear completely. But the culture 
needed by the working people, far from diminishing, is 
greater than ever before. 

Our new art and literature are gradually spreading 
to the factories, villages and army. The number of writ- 
ers who come from working-class or peasant families or 
are engaged in productive work is continually increasing. 
Competent writers have also appeared among our na- 
tional minorities. More and more writing is being done 
by workers and peasants in their spare time. There are 
hundreds of thousands of village repertory companies, and 
the peasants have produced tens of thousands of plays. 
Naturally the rightists despise work written by the masses, 
but from the unprecedented scope of popular cultural ac- 
tivities today we can see the future of Chinese literature 
and art. 
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We have  n e v e r  been  sa t i s f ied  w i t h  ou r  a c h i e v e m e n t s  
in th is  respect ,  howeve r ,  for  t h e y  s t i l l  fa l l  f a r  s h o r t  of our  
people ' s  wishes  and  needs.  I t  is u n d e n i a b l e  t h a t  t o d a y  
we s t i l l  have  too few good  works ,  a n d  f ew  of  our  con-  
t e m p o r a r y  wr i t e r s  have  been  ab le  to equal ,  le t  a lone  sur -  
pass, our  g r e a t  p redecessors .  M a n y  of ou r  w r i t e r s  s t i l l  
lack the  p o w e r  to p r e s e n t  the  e s sen t i a l  sp i r i t  of th is  society  
and age in  a h i g h l y  a r t i s t i c  fo rm.  But  th is  is no th ing  
s t range.  A cons ide rab le  l eng th  of t ime  is r e q u i r e d  be fo re  
the l i t e r a t u r e  of a n e w  epoch can  a t t a i n  m a t u r i t y .  

Soeialist Literature Is Young 

Socia l i s t  l i t e r a t u r e  is s t i l l  r e l a t i v e l y  young.  Ba re ly  
fifty yea r s  have  passed  in the  h i s t o ry  of Sov ie t  l i t e r -  
a t u r e  since G o r k y  p u b l i s h e d  Mother in 1907. A n d  as  for  
the new l i t e r a r y  m o v e m e n t  in China ,  less t han  f o r t y  y e a r s  
have passed  s ince the  M a y  the  F o u r t h  M o v e m e n t ;  whi l e  
s t r i c t ly  speak ing  i t  is on ly  s ince  the  Talks at the Yenan 
Forum on Ar t  and L i t e r a t u r e - - l i t t l e  over  f i f teen yea r s  
a g o - - t h a t  i t  has  c l ea r ly  and  consc ious ly  t a k e n  the  l ine  
of s e rv ing  the  w o r k e r s  and  p e a s a n t s  and  socia l ism.  This  
is a ve ry  shor t  pe r iod  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  t he  two  t h o u s a n d  
yea r s  of f euda l  l i t e r a t u r e  in C h i n a  and  the  fou r  or  five 
h u n d r e d  y e a r s  of bourgeo i s  l i t e r a t u r e  in Europe .  H o w  can 
we use the  same  y a r d s t i c k  to m e a s u r e  t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t s  
of cen tu r i e s  and  those  of a few decades?  Bu t  w h e n  our  
wr i t e r s  ga in  a t h o r o u g h  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of the  age  in wh ich  
we l ive  and  become g e n u i n e l y  i n t e g r a t e d  w i th  the  l a b o u r -  
ing people ,  w h e n  t hey  fu l ly  m a s t e r  our  fine c u l t u r a l  h e r -  
i tage,  and  when  l i t e r a t u r e  has  a firm, n e w  mass  base,  t hen  
social is t  l i t e r a t u r e  wi l l  r a p i d l y  o v e r t a k e  and  su rpa s s  t he  
l i t e r a t u r e  of a l l  p r ev ious  ages,  no t  on ly  as  r e g a r d s  i ts  
conten t  bu t  also in r e spec t  to a r t i s t i c  form.  

Not un t i l  1957 in C h i n a  d id  w e  s t a r t  a t h o r o u g h - g o i n g  
and n a t i o n - w i d e  soc ia l i s t  r e v o l u t i o n  on the  ideologica l  and  
pol i t ical  f ronts .  A m o r t a l  b low was  s t ruck  a t  the  r eac -  
t i ona ry  ideas  of the  bourgeois ie ,  the  p o t e n t i a l  s t r e n g t h  of 
our  w r i t e r s  a n d  a r t i s t s  and  of the  n e w  forces  in these  fields 
was l ibe ra ted ,  the  f e t t e r s  of the  old soc ie ty  w e r e  r emoved ,  
the l o w e r i n g  c louds  of r eac t i on  we re  s w e p t  away ,  and  a 
b road  pe r spec t ive  for  p r o l e t a r i a n  l i t e r a t u r e  and  a r t  was  
opened.  We m u s t  con t inue  to open  up the  p a t h  ahead ,  
and the  w o r k  of c l ea r ing  a w a y  the a g e - o l d  f o u n d a t i o n s  of 
reac t ion  is no t  s o m e t h i n g  t ha t  can be comple t ed  in one 
year .  Bu t  the  w a y  is bas i ca l ly  open fo r  l a rge  forces  of 
p ro l e t a r i an  w r i t e r s  and  a r t i s t s  to a d v a n c e  qu ick ly .  We 
need to bu i ld  a n  a r m y  and  t r a i n  so ld iers  in the  sphe re  of 
cu l ture  too. A c o m p l e t e l y  n e w  a r m y  is n o w  be ing  f o r m e d  
for p r o l e t a r i a n  l i t e r a t u r e  and  ar t .  This  m u s t  co inc ide  wi th  
the bu i ld ing  of an  a r m y  of p r o l e t a r i a n  in te l l ec tua l s ,  and  
we sha l l  r eap  the  benef i t s  of both  a t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  the  
same t ime.  On ly  those  who  do not  u n d e r s t a n d  h i s to r i ca l  
m a t e r i a l i s m  can doub t  this.  

Socia l i s t  l i t e r a t u r e  and  a r t  m u s t  t ake  ove r  a l l  the  f inest  
t rad i t ions  of pa s t  c iv i l iza t ion ,  and  ou r  w r i t e r s  m u s t  l e a r n  
f rom our  forbears .  But  as  our  l i t e r a t u r e  and  a r t  a r e  so-  
cialist ,  t he i r  ideologica l  bas is  can  on ly  be  the  c o m m u n i s t  
wor ld  ou t look ;  hence,  as po in t ed  ou t  in the  Communis t  
Manifesto, t hey  m u s t  m a k e  " the  mos t  r ad ica l  r u p t u r e  w i th  
t r ad i t iona l  ideas ."  O t h e r w i s e  t h e y  wi l l  be  l ike  those  " t r u e  
social is t"  poets  cr i t ic ized in the  Manifesto who  cal led  the i r  
work  "socia l i s t"  when  in r e a l i t y  i t  was  bourgeois .  

How should  we a p p r o a c h  the  ques t i on  of t r u t h f u l n e s s  
in l i t e r a t u r e  and  a r t ?  W i t h o u t  doubt ,  t h e y  m u s t  be t r u t h -  

ful ,  for  o t h e r w i s e  t hey  h a v e  no v a l u e  and  the peop le  do 
no t  need  them.  The  ques t ion  is:  W h a t  is t r u t h f u l n e s s ?  
F r o m  w h a t  s t a n d p o i n t  shou ld  w r i t e r s  and  a r t i s t s  descr ibe  
the  t ru th ,  a n d  w h a t  shou ld  the i r  a i m  be? 

F i r s t  of al l  i t  shou ld  be a f f i rmed  tha t  socia l i s t  l i t e r -  
a t u r e  and  a r t  a r e  the  mos t  t r u t h f u l  in  the  wor ld ,  because  
the  w o r k i n g  class is the  mos t  a d v a n c e d  class a n d  i t  has  
n e v e r  been a f r a i d  to disclose the  t r u t h  a b o u t  life. On ly  
the  e x p l o i t i n g  classes,  who  w a n t  to h o o d w i n k  the people,  
have  to d r a w  a ve i l  over  the  t ru th .  I t  is p rec i se ly  social is t  
l i t e r a t u r e  a n d  a r t  t ha t  g ive  t r u t h f u l  exp re s s ion  to the  epic 
a c h i e v e m e n t s  of the  masse s  who,  by  l a b o u r  a n d  s t ruggle ,  
change  the  w o r l d  a n d  t h e m s e l v e s  in  the  process,  and  
descr ibe  the  complex  p h e n o m e n a  of the  class s t rugg le  and 
the  s t rugg le  be tween  the  n e w  a n d  the  old which  impe l  
soc ie ty  fo rward .  

Two Kinds of Contradictions 

As e v e r y o n e  knows ,  l i t e r a t u r e  and  a r t  ref lect  life, and  
in ac tua l  l i fe  t h e r e  a r e  v a r i o u s  k i n d s  of cont rad ic t ions .  
M a r x i s m  teaches  us  t ha t  the  chief  con t r ad i c t i ons  a re  those 
b e t w e e n  m a n  a n d  n a t u r e  and  those b e t w e e n  m a n  and  man.  
These  two con t r ad i c t i ons  a r e  e x p r e s s e d  in  the  r ea lm of 
p ro d u c t i on  and  in t he  class s t rugg le ;  a f t e r  classes a re  
abo l i shed ,  t hey  e x p r e s s  t h e m s e l v e s  as the  s t rugg le  be tween  
the  old a n d  the new.  C o m r a d e  Mao T s e - t u n g  has  s t ressed  
tha t  when  dea l i n g  w i th  con t r ad i c t i ons  in h u m a n  society,  
we m u s t  be v e r y  ca re fu l  to d i s t i ngu i sh  b e t w e e n  two dif -  
f e ren t  types :  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  b e t w e e n  the people  and the i r  
enemy,  a n d  con t r ad i c t i ons  a m o n g  the  people .  

O u r  l i t e r a t u r e  and  a r t  have  g iven  us s t i r r i n g  p ic tu res  
of the  people ' s  he ro ic  s t r ugg l e s  ag a in s t  t he i r  oppresso r s  
and  exp lo i t e r s .  Bu t  an u n p r e c e d e n t e d  t a sk  for  our  w r i t -  
ers  a n d  a r t i s t s  today ,  i n v o l v i n g  a who le  ser ies  of f r e sh  
p rob lems ,  is  t h a t  of d e sc r i b ing  how our  people ,  a f t e r  be-  
coming  the  m a s t e r s  of the i r  o w n  fa te ,  find a cor rec t  solu-  
t ion to con t r ad i c t i ons  a m o n g  themse lves ,  do a w a y  wi th  
the  d e e p - r o o t e d  inf luence  of the  old society,  d e t e r m i n e  the 
r i gh t  r e l a t i on  of the  i n d i v i d u a l  to the  col lect ive,  enab le  
w h a t  is a d v a n c e d  to o v e r c o m e  w h a t  is backward ,  and  c a r r y  
b a c k w a r d  i n d i v i d u a l s  f o r w a r d  wi th  them.  The  so lu t ion  
of these  p r o b l e m s  needs  the  he lp  of soc ia l i s t  r ea l i s t  l i t e r -  
a t u r e  and  ar t .  A n d  these  a r e  p rec i se ly  the  po in t s  on which  
the r i gh t i s t s  and  r ev i s ion i s t s  cross swords  w i t h  us. The 
dogma t i s t s  fa i l  or  r e fu se  to see t ha t  t h e r e  ex i s t  con t rad ic -  
t ions a m o n g  the  peop le ;  th is  i n e v i t a b l y  leads  t hem to the  
"no-conf l ic t "  t h e o r y  in  l i t e r a t u r e  and  art .  This  of course  
is wrong .  But  the  r i g h t i s t s  a n d  rev i s ion i s t s  de l i be r a t e l y  
obscure  or  cover  up the  con t r ad i c t i ons  b e t w e e n  the people  
and  the i r  enemies ,  m i s r e p r e s e n t  the  con t r ad i c t i ons  among  
the people ,  e spec ia l ly  those  b e t w e e n  the l e a de r s  and  the 
led which  t hey  cons ide r  i den t i ca l  w i th  those  in the  old 
socie ty  b e t w e e n  the  opp re s sed  peop le  and  the r e a c t i o n a r y  
ru lers ,  and  e x a g g e r a t e  po in t s  of d i spu t e  a m o n g  the  people  
on ques t ions  of r i gh t  and  w r o n g  as an t ag o n i s t i c  con t r ad ic -  
t ions.  

This  is a much  g r a v e r  and  more  d a n g e r o u s  mis take .  
They  hold  t ha t  the  m a i n  t a sk  of l i t e r a t u r e  and  a r t  is to 
expose  the  defec t s  of our  soc ie ty  and  the  s e a m y  side of 
life. In  t he i r  eyes,  on ly  w o r k s  of e x p o s u r e  are  " t ru th fu l , "  
whi le  those  wh ich  "p ra i se  the  b r i g h t  s ide"  of l ife "dis-  
guise  the  t r u t h "  and  a re  "fa lse ."  W h a t  t hey  re fe r  to as 
t r u t h s  a re  nega t ive ,  b a c k w a r d ,  s tat ic ,  m o r i b u n d  things.  
They  canno t  or  wi l l  not  see the  m a i n s t r e a m  of socia l is t  
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reality, which is vital, powerful, vigorous and advancing, 
they cannot or will noL observe socialist reality from a 
revolutionary, dialectical viewpoint, and they deny that 
revolutionary romanticism is an indispensable aspect of 
socialist realism. They want writers to use a naturalistic 
method and peer in every corner for shortcomings or 
abuses, and then to magnify these and display them one 
by one to dishearten our people and gladden our enemies, 
to disillusion readers and make them lose faith in the rev- 
olution and the socialist system. This is what  they mean 
by "truthful  writing." This is their real aim when they 
advocate "speaking up boldly about life." 

Are there shortcomings and a dark side in our society? 
Of course there are. Shortcomings and a dark side not 
only exist now but will always exist, for otherwise there 
would be no progress in history. 

Progress ive  Factors Predominant  

In our country at present the system of exploitation 
has, in the main, been eliminated but the influence of old 
ideas and customs still persists stubbornly. The economic 
and cultural standards of the people have not yet  been 
raised sufficiently. The people must still endure and over- 
come incredible hardships in order to build a new life for 
themselves. Bureaucracy, isolation from the masses and 
action against their interests are still to be found. Of 
course we need not cover up these negative and dark 
features of life, but we must realize that  it is the new, 
positive and progressive factors in life which are pre- 
dominant and decisive in our society. 

Our literature should expose abuses. Since there are 
a bright and a dark side in life, literature should acclaim 
the lirst, expose the second, and depict the struggle 
between the two. I t  should not give a one-sided picture 
of life. Our literary works should be a weapon to combat 
all negative things, a weapon for criticism and self-criti- 
cism. We are against the "theory of no conflicts." The 
question is what stand we take and what  out" aim is when 
we make exposures and criticisms. Our writers should 
take the correct stand, distinguish between right and 
wrong and differentiate clearly between the bright and 
the dark side. We should not try to include everything 
we hear, or take such a ghoulish delight in disaster that  
we touch up or exaggerate the dark side and overlook the 
bright side, giving readers a distorted view of life and 
nmking them lose hope. Our writings should describe the 
contradictions and difficulties in life, the defects and mis- 
takes. Naturally we can depict failures and losses too, 
but in such a way as to increase people's courage and 
confidence in overcoming difficulties, not to make them 
defeatist or despondent. This is the difference on the 
question of writing about the dark side of life between 
ourselves and the rightists and revisionists. 

Creative Freedom 

How should we regard the question of freedom in 
writing? In our country, literature, art and science enjoy 
full freedom. The policy of "letting a hundred flowers 
blossom, a hundred schools of thought contend" is an im- 
portant guarantee of this freedom. Our country provides 
the most favom'able conditions for the publication of 
literary and other books. According to our Constitution, 
the state restricts or prohibits only those writings which 

are against the people, the Communist  Par ty  and socialism, 
because these are detrimental to the basic interests of 
the people. But the rightists want freedom to publish 
just such works. 

We want a socialist and not a bourgeois literature; 
we want literature to serve the mass of the labouring 
people and not a minority "upper class." This certainly 
restricts the freedom of bourgeois writers, rightists and 
revisionists. They cannot t rumpet  their bourgeois reac- 
tionary ideas or write freely against the Party, the people 
and socialism. Such works are condemned and opposed 
by the masses. But working-class writers and those willing 
to serve the labouring people find their freedom extended, 
not restricted. Their socialist outlook and noble devotion 
to the cause of socialism and the labouring people enable 
our writers to shake off the bonds of the bourgeois in- 
dividualist world outlook and establish close ties with 
the people, whose lives and struggles provide them with 
an unlimited source of material  for writing. This is true 
freedom in writing. A writer does not feel free when he 
is fettered by bourgeois individualism and unfamiliar with 
the life of the labouring people. He can write only about 
himself or the handful of individuals round him, and 
therefore his freedom is limited. Only when he is at one 
with his age and people will he achieve a genuine and 
abundant  freedom. 

The writer should have complete freedom in the choice 
of his theme, form of presentation and artistic style. We 
advocate writing about workers, peasants and soldiers, 
but this does not mean writers may not write on other 
themes according to their own experience, special qualifica- 
tions and interests. We hold that socialist realism is the 
best method of writing, but we can only advocate it and 
encourage writers to improve their understanding of 
Marxism-Leninism and strengthen their links with the 
labouring people, so that socialist ideas become a living 
part  of them. We cannot simply issue orders and enforce 
the use of socialist realism. Socialist realism can only 
find expression in the course of actual writing; it cannot 
be wished into being by writers. As to artistic style, we 
encourage variety and originality. 

So far I have outlined the main divergences between 
our literary line and that of the rightists and revisionists. 
This divergence is clearest and sharpest in the views on 
the relation between literature and politics. 

The revisionists strive to divorce literature from the 
political task of the revolution. The dogmatists over- 
simplify the mat ter  and believe that as long as our poli- 
tics are right our art  will be good. They ignore the special 
characteristics of writing and the importance of artistic 
technique. Their formula, "politics equals art," in point 
of fact does away with art  and is certainly wrong. The 
revisionists' formula, "art  equals politics," subordinates 
politics to art  and in practice subordinates revolutionary 
political tasks to counter-revolutionary politics under the 
cover of art. The dogmatists believe that Marxism not 
only embodies but can be substituted for methods of crea- 
tive writing. By substituting the whole for a part they 
tend to lead writers away from the path of realism. 

The revisionists, on the other hand, believe that 
methods of creative writing can embody or even take the 
place of Marxism. They are in fact substituting a part  
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for the whole in order  to lure wri ters  away from the cor- 
rect polit ical line. The r ight  formula t ion  is tha t  made 
by Comrade Mao Tse-tung:  "Marxism can only include 
but not take the place of rea l ism in l i te rary  creation." 
Though the dogmatis ts '  view is the opposite of that  of the 
revisionists, their  approach to the question is equal ly  
metaphysical  and one-sided;  al ike they regard  politics and 
art  as one and the same or in opposit ion to each other. 

The Unity of Politics and Art 

Marxists  regard  politics and a r t  as the uni ty  of 
opposites, and the target  which they str ive to reach in 
their wri t ing is "the uni ty  of polit ics and art, the uni ty  
of content and form, and the uni ty  of revolu t ionary  
political content and the best ar t is t ic  form." The correct 
thing is to judge all works  by unified poli t ical  and ar l is t ic  
criteria, but  with the polit ical  cr i ter ion taking first place. 

The struggle between the pro le tar ian  line and the 
bourgeois l ine in our l i t e ra ture  and a r t  can be t raced back 
a long way. The pro le tar ian  l i t e ra ry  line went  through a 
period of immatur i ty ,  and doctr inaire,  sectar ian and 
various other mis takes  were  committed.  I t  was not unti l  
Comrade Mao Tse- tung 's  Talks  at the Y e n a n  F o r u m  on 
Art  and Li terature in 1942 that  a solid theoret ical  basis 
was laid. Later- developments  fully testified to the cor- 
rectness of this line. Doctr inaire  mis takes  still  need to 
be overcome, but  at  present  g rea te r  danger  lies in re- 
visionism. Revisionism is a reflection of bourgeois t rends 
within the ranks  of the working  class. The character is t ic  
of revisionism is that  under  a Marx is t  banner  it opposes 
Marxism and the leadership  of the Pa r ty  on the pre tex t  
of opposing "doct r ina i r i sm and sectar ianism."  The main 
substance of the revis ionis t  l ine is the denial  of the noble 
purpose of l i te ra ture  and art ,  which is to serve the labour-  
ing people and the revolu t ionary  polit ical  task;  the denial  
of the class character  of l i t e ra ture  and ar t  in a class society: 
the negation or distort ion of the nat ional  cul tural  t rad i -  
tion; the denial of the need for the ideological remoulding 
of writers,  and of the leading role of the P a r t y  in l i t e ra ry  
work. 

Victory in the struggle against  the r ight is ts  in the 
fields of l i te ra ture  and ar t  has cleared the path ahead for 
the smooth advance of our socialist l i t e ra ture  and art.  We 
must consolidate this victory.  There is an upsurge now 
throughout the country  in product ion and construction. 
We must t ry  to take a great  s t r ide forward  too in l i te ra ture  
and art. Our people, inspired by the spir i t  tha t  moves 
mountains and drains  seas, are engaged in the great  task 
of changing the world  and changing history.  Their  
splendid enthusiasm for work and thei r  revolu t ionary  fer-  
your are finding i r res is t ible  expression in every field of 
activity, and must  of necessity be appropr ia te ly  reflected 
in the special realms of i d e a s - - l i t e r a t u r e  and art.  As 
the labouring people create mater ia l  wealth they are also 
creating spir i tual  wealth.  The urgent  demand for cul- 
ture on the par t  of millions of worke l s  and peasants  is 
unprecedented,  and they are vigorously taking up various 
types of spare- t ime cul tural  activities.  If we wish to 
forge ahead in our l i t e ra ture  and art ,  we must  in tegrate  
them more closely with the masses on an ever- increasing 
scale. Both as regards volume and quali ty,  our works of 
l i terature and ar t  must  be able to meet  the requi rements  

of the people. 

. . . . . . . . .  Hi I 
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Back  h o m e  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  (.'efrtoe~n by ¥inf l  ToO 

Comrade Mao Tse- tung long ago told the wri ters  that  
they "must  for long periods oF time,, unres¢,rvedly and 
wholehear tedly  go into the midst  of the mass, the mass 
of workers,  peasants  and s(>ldiers; they must go into fiery 
struggles." Now tens of thousands of leading function- 
aries and intel lectuals have gone to the vil lages or to the 
mountains  to take par t  in physical  labour  o1' w(n'k in 
offices at the grass-root  levels. Many wri ters  and artists.  
too, are s t reaming towards  the vil lages and factories to 
s tr ike roots there and live with the labouring people for 
years to come. It has now become a fundamenta l  pr in-  
ciple of our l i te rary  life that  wr i te rs  should be one with 
the workers  and peasants  in their  wcwk and struggles for 

long periods at a time. 

Working-class  wri ters  and art is ts  should s tudy hard. 
We must  mas ter  both the Marxis t  world outlook and a 
high degree of skil l  in out" own craft.  We must  s tudy 
Marxism-Leninism,  learn from the people and from the 
great  her i tage and fine t radi t ions of China and the rest 
of the world. We must  learn not only from books but 
mainly  in struggle, through practice and f r iendly r ivalry  
and debate. Our wr i te rs  and ar t is ts  must  be bold in their  
creat ive work and in their  thinking;  they must have the 
courage to break  rules and conventions, to create new 
things, to be innovators,  to have imaginat ion and to cri t i-  
cize. To produce works not unwor thy  of this great  epoch 
is our duty,  and a task we must  not shirk. Let us see 

that  we carry  it out with flying colours. 
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Public Health 

Ending the "Four Evils" 

A mass campaign ;for an all-round improvement  in 
public health and personal hygiene is in full swing in 
China. Its emphasis is on eliminating the "four e v i l s " - -  
rats, ]ties, mosquitoes and grain-destroying sparrows. 
Reports Jrom various parts of the country show that the 
aim set in the National Programme for Development  of 
Agriculture to wipe out these ]our pests wi thin  the twelve 
years 1956-67, can be achieved well ahead oJ time. By  
March 21, 32 counties and 18 municipalities had practically 
completed the job. The ]ollowing notes give some idea 
of how the campaign is going. 

S OMETIMES it seemed tha t  wha t  Chungking needed was 
another  Pied Piper. Before the l iberat ion,  this largest  

city in Szechuan was infested with  rats. Besides the 
normal health hazards they created, their  maraud ing  raids  
on granaries  and shops dest royed vast  amounts  of food; 
they bit people in their  sleep, and were  even known to 
kill babies. Within a few years  af ter  the l iberat ion,  thanks  
to a vigorous health campaign,  over a mil l ion and a quar te r  
rats were k i l l e d -  but  this only dented the ra t  population.  

This year  Chungking residents  de te rmined  to make 
short work of the remaining  rats.  A general  offensive 
was launched. The people were  organized for action. 
With poisons, t raps and sulphur  fumigants ,  1,080,000 rats  
were killed in a seven-day battle.  A mass a t tack on all 
fronts left the rats  with no escape. Every night  some 
20,000 p e o p l e - - s h o c k  troops of the c a m p a i g n - - p u t  down 
rat-poison at  s trategic points in a house- to-house s t ra tegy 
and the next  morning  removed the poisoned ra ts  or un- 
touched baits. The dra inage  system was a key point  of 
the attack. When this was being fumigated,  every house 
and home co-ordinated to blockade all exits. When a 
sample fifteen of the t reated pipes were  examined  not a 
single live ra t  was found. 

In the Countryside No less spectacular  resul ts  in this 
campaign have been achieved in the countryside.  Lihsien 
County, Hopei Province, set going a two-month  sanitat ion 
campaign last winter.  Now every vi l lage of the county 
has rid itself of flies and mosquitoes, and you can hardly  
find a sparrow or a rat-hole.  

In the last two years  the county has carr ied out three  
intensive campaigns to wipe out the "four  evils." The 
last drive mobilized 150,000 people to make a clean sweep 
of the remaining rats  and sparrows. In addi t ion to the 
usual measures, pigsties, la t r ines  and animal  stalls were  
cleansed and myr iads  of fly la rvae  were  destroyed. More 
than 23,000 dark  rooms and vegetable cellars were  t rea ted  

with insecticide to destroy mosquito survivors of the 
winter.  

To consolidate their  achievements  every village and 
household concluded "good heal th  pacts." Inspections and 
comparisons were subsequent ly  made every two weeks. 

$ $ $ 

Local Plans Urban Chungking and rura l  Lihsien are 
only two examples  of the way  the present  sani ta t ion cam- 
paign is being carr ied on. Because of such spiri t  as they 
exemplify,  ta rge t  goals for e l iminat ing the "four evils" 
in various localities of the count ry  have been revised time 
and again. Shantung,  for instance, decided to end the 
"four evils" within five years,  but  only recently 44 coun- 
ties and cities in that  province announced they would fulfil 

the plan by the end of this year.  Honan Province planned 
to do the job in three years, but  has now set a new aim 

to finish it by May Day this year  and become the first 
province in China to be free of the "four ev i l s . "  

Various distr icts  have added thei r  own par t icu lar  
pests to the four recognized "evils." Shanghai  plans to 
wipe out bed-bugs, s n a i l s - - t h e  hosts of sehistosomes (or 
blood flukes) - -  and cockroaches. Other  localities have 
added lice and fleas. 

Emulation Fr iend ly  compet i t ions have been going 
on between different municipal i t ies ,  counties, villages and 
streets.  Successful competi tors  swap experience with 
their  "rivals."  Peking  was the first city to propose a 
competi t ion with Shanghai  and Tientsin. Lushun-Talien 
(Port  Ar thu r  and Dairen),  in challenging T s i n g t a o - - a  
model city for heal th  w o r k - - d e c i d e d  to cut the time for 
the job from three years  to one and sent a delegation to 
Tsingtao to learn how the la t te r  keeps ahead in the 
campaign.  

Pleasanter Living, Better Work Eliminat ion of the 
"four evils" makes  life p leasanter  and speeds up produc- 
tion. I t  has cut absenteeism due to sickness. In the 
vil lages it has been l inked up with  the collecting of 
manure,  the bui lding of i r r iga t ion  works and other con- 
s truct ive farm tasks. In suburban  Peking, the peasants 
mix city night  soil with the garbage layer  by layer and 
then seal the dumps so formed with earth.  Fermentat ion 
star ts  which raises its t empera tu re  to 70 ° C. This method 
kills two birds with one stone: it improves the manure  
and kil ls  the fly larvae.  The peasants  in the southern 
suburban rura l  area  of Peking have also repaired four 
ditches of s tagnant  water,  which were notorious mosquito 
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breeding grounds, and converted them into ponds to breed 
fish. 

Chairman Mao Gives a Lead in January,  Chairman 
Mao Tse-tung personally made the rounds of Hangchow 
to inspect health work there. Spotlighting the importance 
of wiping out the "four evils," the news spurred sanita- 
tion work all over the country. Leading personnel every- 
where are giving a personal example. In Shanghai, at 
the very beginning of the campaign, the secretaries of 
the m u n i c i p a l  Communist Par ty  committee and the vice- 
mayors led over a thousand government  employees into 
the battle. They threw their weight into city districts 
where sanitation work lagged most seriously. Together 
with the local people they cleaned privies, dug out fly 
larvae, moved away garbage and cleansed drain pipes. 
This shock treatment worked 
days, four million people had 

wonders. Within a few 
joined in the work. 

* $ $ 

C a m p a i g n  H a s  I t s  H e r o e s  This campaign too has its 
heroes anti heroines. Tsai Yueh-ying of Wuhan has 
helped organize children in her street into model ily swat- 
ters. As the leader of other local elforts, she has accounted 
for 330 rats and millions of l lies over a period of three 
years. She has been commended live times as a model 
health worker for her district and municipality. 

The press has widely carried the story of Liu Chen, 
a laB-year-old man in Shansi who joined the campaign 
with forty mcmbers of his family. They pledged them- 
selves to catch forty rats and sparrows each and collect 
a joint total of 1,380 t a n  of  manure  before March 20, 
Liu's birthday. 

Yu Chiao-chang, another model, a worker at the Kuei- 
yang No. 3 Secondary School, has a battery of 110 rat 
traps and after work, baits them near the rats'  favourite 
haunts. He has run up a record of 48 rats a day, with a 
total of 10,200 rats from April 1956 to the present. Now 
he is aiming to make the street he lives in rat-free. 

Eighty-five-year-old Chang Teh of Peking has de- 
veloped such uncanny skill that  in one winter he trapped 
30,000 sparrows with nets, with his brother Chang Ming 
close behind with 20,000, and is passing on his skill to 
many eager learners. 

$ $ $ 

S c i e n t i f i c  G u i d a n c e  Scientists, technicians and other 
specialists in pest control are naturally playing a key role 
in the campaign. Shanghai has over twenty specialists in 
entomology, parasitology and public health acting as a 
team for technical guidance. Doctors and nurses in its 
various districts have organized themselves to serve as 
on-the-spot advisers. 

$ $ * 

C h i l d r e n  a t  It The children too have proved 
themselves to be a force to be reckoned with. In Shan- 
tung Province alone, 18 million children and other young 
people have been taking part  in the drive since last winter. 
They have organized 120,000 teams for "shock work," 

With mice and sparrows out of the way,  
Scarecrows and cats just  pine away. 

Cartoon by Hua Chun-wu 

"reconnaissance" and "action," with an emulation campaign 
between them on grown-up lines. The youngsters are 
also zealous propagandists. Young Pioneers in Peking, 
Tientsin and other places took to the streets and lanes 
in their winter holidays to give publicity to a "non-spitting" 
campaign. 

A n d  S o l d i e r s  Too Army units have also entered the 
battle. Their marksmen have become the sworn enemies 
of sparrows to such effect that in certain places sparrows 
take wing at the mere sight of a uniform. The troops 
have also proved themselves adept at "tunnel warfare" 
in the battle against rats. Officers and men of an army 
unit stationed in Inner  Mongolia go to nearby fields in 
their spare time to dig out rat-holes. In two weeks, they 
killed more than 3,200 rats and found over 16,500 catties 
of maize and soya beans in the rat-holes, enough to feed 
200 pigs for two months. 

Much has been done, but this is a long-term fight to 
teach Mother Nature to mend her ways. For thousands 
of years the Chinese people were on the defensive in the 
never-ending battle against the "four evils." Now they 
are on the attack. The "four evils" will become active 
with the advent of spring. But things will never 
be the same again for them. Their days are numbered! 
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lIT"EAT RE II 
T h r e e  L u c k y  S t u r s  

A tale of mode rn  fac tory  life, a sa t i re  
on the d iscomfi ture  of the  cold w a r  
en thus ias t s  and the i r  sa te l l i te -phobia ,  and 
an in teres t ing  revival  of a p re - l i be ra t ion  
d r a m a  are  among  the thea t r ica l  offer ings 
in Peking.  

The three lucky stars in tim four-act 
colnefly Of that name, produced Dy tile 

China Youth Art Theatre, are ttlree young 
workers at tl]e start of their careers. 
They are good friends, all learning their 
trade from the same veteran worker. 
Yuerl Ming is kind-hearted and honest, 
orave and imaginative. An Tat is lland- 
some and capaole but a bit vain and 

given to sell-complacency, lle is not 
"good at helping others," one of Lne 
qualltms expected of a £orwm'd-looking 
young man in a modern Chinese factory. 
Hsiao Huang is a former wall and this 
past colours llis actions. He is mlscnief- 

loving, sometimes distrustlul of others, 
l~een-witted but not over-anxious to 

study. These  a re  the  l ive ing red ien t s  o£ 
a comedy  woven  a round  the course  of a 
socialisL emula t ion  d r ive  and  a supple -  
m e n t a r y  t h e m e  of young love. 

The three  iind themse lves  on opposi te  
s ides in the  campaign.  But  in a social is t  
emula t ion  campa ign  the  w i n n e r  should  
swap  good ideas,  if necessary ,  to enab le  
the  loser  to ca tch  up; society is the  real  
winner .  The campa ign  is thus  also a 
moral  emulat ion.  I t  quickens  the par t ic i -  
pants '  invent ive  facul t ies  and  t e m p e r s  
the i r  moral  qual i t ies  a t  the s ame  time. 
An Tat becomes  less indiv idual i s t ic ;  he  
lends a he lp ing  h a n d  to his comrades  in 

the  compet ing  team. Hsiao Huang  gets  
to u n d e r s t a n d  the  value  of f r i endsh ip  
better ,  and also tha t  one mus t  s tudy  ha rd  

to mas t e r  new t echn iques ;  mot lmr  wi t  is 
not  enough.  The o lder  w o r k e r s  also l ea rn  

to shed  the i r  conse rva t i sm and  ind iv idu-  
alistic out look of ca r ing  only about  the i r  

own  affairs.  As Yueh Ming says  in the  
th i rd  act:  " . . .  All  of a sudden  it d a w n s  

on me how wonder fu l  th ings  are! Every -  

one is work ing  f~r eve ryone  else;  they  

unde r s t and  one ano the r  per fec t ly  . . . .  
Some t imes  people  l ind themse lves  at  

odds  and  seem to be quarre l l ing .  Black 

clouds ga the r  and  it looks l ike rain. Then 

there ' s  a gust  of wind,  a roll of t h u n d e r  
. . .  and  nothing u n p l e a s a n t  is left .  I t  
w a s n ' t  a real  s torm,  a f t e r  all . . . .  They 
were  only a rguing  to get  a be t t e r  job 

done  than  before  . . . .  " 

i t  is t rue :  Life  has changed  so fas t  
in Cllina tha t  Yueh Ming 's  " m o m e n t  of 
t ru th"  is some th ing  tha t  most  people  in 
the  aud ience  have  exper i enced  a l ready  
or  .will be he lped  to expe r i ence  by this 
of ten  mov ing  por t raya l  of li/~e today. 

The  t h e m e  of young love involving the 
two boys A n  Tat and Yueh Ming and  
tne i r  girl  f r iend  Chun-n i ,  is ano the r  in- 
t e r tw in ing  th read  tha t  acts  as a lyr ical  
coun te r -po in t  to the  ma in  t tmme, f u r t he r  
revea l ing  the  charac te r s  of the heroes  and 
the  qual i t ies  tha t  "win"  today in China.  
Chun -n i  is not  sure  wh ich  boy she loves. 
Y ueh Ming  loves her  bu t  feels t ha t  he  
should  s tep d o w n  in f avour  of his f r iend.  
His self lessness  is r ewarded .  In a de-  
l ight ful  scene  touched wi th  l ight  comedy 
Chun-n i  a b s e n t - m i n d e d l y  embro ide r s  a 
dove ' s  w ing  ha l f  a foot too long as she 
l i s tens  to he r  mo the r  extol l ing  Yueh 
Ming ' s  good points.  

Mrs. Shih, Chun-ni's mother, anxious 
to get her husband's opinion on her pro- 
spective son-in-law, pops the question 

wl~ile he is busy at work. He can't be 
bothered at the moment to answer, so 
he jestingly crie~: 'Tll  marry her off 

to the best worker in the factory!" He 
happens to be speaking near the factory 
intercom which hasn't been switcl]ed off 

and the "edict" goes out on the broad- 
casting system. Then the phone is kept 
abuzz while one after another pledges 

are handed in from mischievous contend- 
ers for the honour of best worker and 

the hand of Chun-ni. 

Though they can't all marry the same 
girl the names of Yueh Ming, An Tat 
and Hsiao Huang go up on the roll of 

honour emblazoned on red stars of merit. 

P o o r  A l u e r i e a n  B a b y  JWoon 

This is an en t e r t a in ing  one-ac t  poli t ical  
sa t i re  bui l t  a round  the  r e sound ing  flop 
of the  f i rs t  A m e r i c a n  "Vangua rd"  sa te l -  
lite. I t  is a t a i lo r -made  theme  for  sa t i re :  
the raucous t u b - t h u m b i n g  of the  cold war  
monger s  and  the  devas ta t ing  le t -down.  
The au tho r  Chert Pa i -chen ,  a ve t e r an  
p laywr igh t ,  wi th  his t eam of collabo- 
rators ,  has  hi t  a n e w  note  for  the  Chinese  
thea t r e  w i t h  this  pungen t  poli t ical  theme.  
I t  exposes  the  l ink-up  b e t w e e n  the  U.S. 
satel l i te  l aunch ing  p r o g r a m m e  and  the 
cold war,  the  u n d e r c u r r e n t s  of in te r -  
service  plots,  t he  jos t l ing  for posi t ion of 
the  big f inancia l  and  indus t r ia l  monop-  
olies anxious  to get  at  the  swil l  of the 
g o v e r n m e n t ' s  a r m a m e n t  p o r k - b a r r e l . . .  
and  the repercuss ions  of the  "f iopnik" on 
this  s t ruc ture .  The stool p igeon in the 
play gives the  punch  l ine:  " I t ' s  Eisen-  
h o w e r  and  Dulles t hemse lves  who  put  
the j inx  on this  sate l l i te!"  E i s enhower  
and  D u l l e s - - r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of capi ta l -  
i sm tha t  today h a m p e r s  the  d e v e l o p m e n t  

of sc ience and  r e t a rds  the  advance  of 
m a n ' s  p roduc t ive  forces.  

Some  of the h u m o u r  is subtle,  some of 
it s laps t ick ;  but the  audience  is soon set  
in a mood to enjoy both. It 's  a serious 
theme,  but  this sure ly  is the stuff of 
sa t i re :  j ingoists ,  w a r m o n g e r s  and m a n -  
ha te r s  pa r ade  in the i r  br ief  role as s ta tes-  
m e n  and are  s h o w n  tip as the clowns and 
fa i lures  they  are  in a t t empt ing  to b lus ter  
socia l i sm out of exis tence.  

T h r e e  B e a u t i e s  

Tien Han ' s  Three  Beaut ies ,  now re-  
s taged  by the China Youth Art  Theatre ,  
was  first  p roduced  in 1947 and then ran  
successful ly  in Peking,  Tients in ,  Shang-  
hai and severa l  o the r  cities. This new 
product ion  is one of a ser ies  to mark  
the e s t ab l i shmen t  fifty years  ago of the 
first  mode rn  d r a m a  t roupe  in China,  the 
Spr ing  Wil low Associat ion.  Tien Han 
is one of the ve te rans  of those ear ly  
thea t r ica l  days. The Three  Beaut ies  tells 
of th ree  w o m e n  wi th  d i f fe rent  social 
backg rounds  d r a w n  toge ther  by a com- 
mon fate  dur ing  the J apan e se  occupat ion 
of Shangha i .  Liang Jo-ying,  a college 
graduate ,  has a mind  "to do someth ing  
useful  for  society," but falls for  the  
t emp ta t i on  of a life of luxury  as the mis-  
t ress  of a banker .  Af te r  a b i t t e r  disi l-  
l u s i o n m e n t  she  r e tu rns  to her  ear ly  youth-  
ful e n t h u s i a s m  and takes  up the  s t rug-  
gle aga ins t  the invader  and  the  react ion-  
aries.  Li Hs in -chun  st icks to her  post  as 
an u n d e r g r o u n d  revolu t ionary  fighting 
aga ins t  the  J a p a n e s e  in the t e r ro r - s t r i cken  
city. Liu Chin-met ,  a w o m a n  text i le  
w o r k e r  ground down  by pover ty  and un-  
e m p l o y m e n t ,  is a lone rebel  unti l  she too 
sees lhat only organ ized  s t ruggle  against  
the  e n e m y  can succeed. The  eve of V-J  
Day finds them uni ted  on the banks  of 
the  Huangpoo.  

Tien Han,  g ree t ing  this revival ,  hoped 
tha t  it would  help  recall  to some who 
m i g h t  have  forgo t ten  w h a t  difficult ies 
bese t  those  who de f ended  progress  in 
those  da rk  days and  how they fought  
u n d e r  the l eade r sh ip  of the  Communi s t  
Pa r ty  aga ins t  oppress ion  and suffering. 
In its n e w  produc t ion  the China  Youth 
Ar t  Thea t r e  puts  the  emphas i s ,  as it 
should,  on the  r evo lu t iona ry  s t ruggle  of 
the Shangha i  populace  as the  ma t r ix  of 
the  s t ruggles  of the th ree  heroines.  

It also d iv ides  up the  action into twen ty  
scenes  l inked  by an announcer ' s  com-  
menta ry .  This has enabled  the producers  
to reduce  the  number  of sets  to a min -  
i m u m  and shor ten  the  in tervals  b e t w e e n  
scenes.  Some of the  commen ta r i e s  are  
a bit too long, but,  on the whole,  the  
device is employed  successfully.  The for ty  
and m o r e  p e r f o r m a n c e s  given in Pek ing  
proved  tha t  it w a s  a popu la r  product ion.  
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C H I N A  
A N D  THE 

WORLD 

C h i n e s e  P e o p l e ' s  V o l u n t e e r s  
W ' i t h d r a w  l r o m  K o r e a  

The  first  con t i ngen t s  of the  Ch inese  
People ' s  V o l u n t e e r s  l e av ing  K o r e a  u n d e r  
the  p r e sen t  w i t h d r a w a l  p l an  a re  n o w  
a r r i v i n g  back  in China .  As t he  f i rs t  t r a in s  
took t h e m  f r o m  t h e i r  s ta t ions ,  t h o u s a n d s  
el: K o reans  came  to see t h e m  off. Big 
c rowds  g a t h e r e d  a t  the  b r idge  a t  S inu i j u ,  
where  the  t r a ins  cross  the  Yalu  R i v e r  
boundary .  M a r s h a l  K i m  I1 Sung ,  l eade r  
of the  K o r e a n  people,  Pe r sona l ly  v i s i t ed  
the  h e a d q u a r t e r s  of the  w i t h d r a w i n g  
C.P.V. un i t s  to s p e a k  to the  Volun tee r s .  

T h e r e  we re  m a n y  m o v i n g  scenes  as 
K oreans  said good-bye  to C h i n e s e  Vol-  
un t ee r s  who  had  b e c o m e  as close to t h e m  
as m e m b e r s  of t he  fami ly .  This  com-  
radesh ip  b e t w e e n  the  Ch inese  a n d  K o r e a n  
peoples was  bu i l t  up in t he  t ense  days  
of t he  de fence  of the  K o r e a n  D e m o c r a t i c  
People 's  Repub l i c  aga in s t  the  b r u t a l  
a t t ack  of the  A m e r i c a n  A r m y  a n d  the  
S y n g m a n  Rhee  puppets .  I t  h a s  g r o w n  
d u r i n g  the  a rmis t ice ,  as the  V o l u n t e e r s  
have  s tood on  g u a r d  w i t h  the  K o r e a n  
People ' s  A r m y  a g a i n s t  the  poss ib i l i ty  of  
r enew ed  aggress ion ,  and  also t h r o w n  
themse lves  in to  the  t a sk  of he lp ing  to 
r econs t ruc t  d e v a s t a t e d  K o r e a n  towns  a n d  
villages.  They  h a v e  he lped  to bu i ld  
br idges,  fac tor ies ,  houses,  i r r i g a t i o n  c h a n -  
nels and  r e se rvo i r s  and  l en t  a h a n d  a t  
f a r m  work.  D u r i n g  t he  pas t  s even  yea r s  
they con t r i bu t ed  n e a r l y  five mi l l ion  w o r k -  
days to build,  a m o n g  o the r  th ings ,  4,107 
bridges,  five r e se rvo i r s  and  3,768 dykes  
wi th  a to ta l  l eng th  of 346 k i lomet res .  

Original ly ,  t hey  h a d  p l a n n e d  to con-  
t r ibu te  300,000 w o r k d a y s  th i s  y e a r  
to he lp  the  K o r e a n  peop le  in bu i ld ing  
and p roduc t ion  be fo re  t h e i r  w i t h d r a w a l ;  
but  now the  C.P.V. h e a d q u a r t e r s  ha s  
sent  out  a cal l  to overfu l f i l  th i s  q u o t a  
by 200 to 300 pe r  cent .  

Tim Vo lun tee r s  w e n t  to K o r e a  to f ight  
aga ins t  t he  A m e r i c a n  aggressors  in t he  
in te res t s  of peace. Now, aga in  in t he  
in te res t s  of peace,  t hey  a re  w i t h d r a w i n g .  
By the  end  of Apri l ,  80,000 wil l  h a v e  lef t  
Korea for home. Before the year is out, 
all of them will be back in China. 

S i n o - Y e m e n i  T r e a t i e s  
R a t i f i e d  

The S i n o - Y e m e n i  t r ea t i e s  of f r i e n d s h i p  
and commerce  and  the  a g r e e m e n t  on  

scientif ic,  t echn ica l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  co- 
o p e r a t i o n  we re  ra t i f ied  by  C h a i r m a n  Map  
T s e - t u n g  on  M a r c h  20. 

Conc luded  in  J a n u a r y  th is  y e a r  d u r i n g  
the  vis i t  to C h i n a  of the  Y e m e n i  Depu ty  
P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  the  C r o w n  P r i n c e  Seif  
a l - I s l a m  M o h a m m e d  a l -Badr ,  t he  ag ree -  
m e n t s  o p e n e d  a n e w  s tage  in S ino-  
Y e m e n i  re la t ions .  

T h e  T r e a t y  of F r i e n d s h i p  lays  d o w n  
t h a t  the  two coun t r i e s  sha l l  base  t he i r  
r e l a t ions  on  peace  a n d  l a s t ing  f r i endsh ip ,  
gu ided  by  the  five p r inc ip les  of peace fu l  
co-exis tence .  The  T r e a t y  of C o m m e r c e  
m u t u a l l y  a s su res  t h e  two coun t r i e s  mos t -  
f a v o u r e d - n a t i o n  t r e a t m e n t  in  t r a d e  r e l a -  
t ions.  U n d e r  the  A g r e e m e n t  on  Sc ien-  
tific, T e c h n i c a l  a nd  C u l t u r a l  Co-opera t ion ,  
C h i n a  wil l  s end  to the  Y e m e n  e xpe r t s  
a n d  t echn ic i ans ,  supp l ies  of m a c h i n e r y  
a n d  w h o l e  se ts  of e q u i p m e n t .  S he  will  
also he lp  t r a i n  Y e m e n i  t e c h n i c i a n s  in  
Ch ine se  colleges a n d  e n t e r p r i s e s ;  all th is  
w i t h o u t  a ny  cond i t ions  a t t ached .  C h i n a  
wil l  also g r a n t  t h e  Y e m e n  70 mi l l ion  
Swiss  f r ancs  as a c red i t  w i t h o u t  i n t e r e s t  
ci~arges for  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a m o t o r  h igh-  
way  of a b o u t  500 k i lomet res ,  a c iga re t t e  
fac tory ,  glass fac tory ,  t a n n e r y ,  a l a m i n i u m  
w a r e  factory ,  s u g a r  ref inery ,  t ex t i l e  mill ,  
c a n n e r y  and  h a n d i c r a f t  factor ies .  

T R A D E  N E ~ T S  

Farm Machine Imports Up 

T h e r e  wil l  be a big i nc r ea se  in Ch ina ' s  
impor t s  of f a r m  m a c h i n e r y ,  fe r t i l izers  
a n d  t r ac to r s  th is  year .  Orde r s  p laced  
a b r o a d  by the  Ch inese  M i n i s t r y  of For -  
e ign T r a d e  a l r e a d y  exceed  al l  l as t  yea r ' s  
i m p o r t s  by 50 pe r  cent .  

P u m p s ,  fer t i l izers ,  a n d  m a c h i n e r y  for  
c h e m i c a l  f e r t i l i ze r  p l a n t s  a re  in g rea t e s t  
d e m a n d ,  bu t  o rde r s  for  t r a c to r s  and  com- 
b ine  h a r v e s t e r s ,  insect ic ide ,  seeds  a n d  
ped ig ree  a n i m a l s  h a v e  also increased .  

Most  of the  im por t s  come f rom 
the  Sov ie t  U n i o n  a n d  the  E u r o p e a n  
Peop le ' s  Democrac ies ,  bu t  o rde r s  h a v e  
also been  p laced  w i t h  f i rms in cap i t a l i s t  
count r ies .  

A t r a d e  pro tocol  s igned  in T i r a n a  on 
M a r c h  12 a r r a n g e s  for  a g r e a t e r  v o l u m e  
of t r a d e  b e t w e e n  C h i n a  a nd  A l b a n i a  in 
1958. A l b a n i a n  oil, copper  a n d  cot ton  
piece goods wil l  b e  e x c h a n g e d  fo r  Ch i -  
nese  t in,  silk, woo l l en  cloth,  paper ,  t ea  
a n d  r u b b e r  tyres.  

$ $ # 

U n d e r  t he  1958 t r a d e  a n d  p a y m e n t s  
pro tocol  s igned  in  Sofia on  M a r c h  13, 
C h i n a  th is  y e a r  wi l l  e x c h a n g e  t in,  si lks,  
tea,  asbes tos ,  tyres ,  s p i n n i n g  m a c h i n e s  
a n d  c h e m i c a l s  for  B u l g a r i a n  lead,  zinc, 
a m m o n i u m  n i t r a t e ,  tobacco,  pen ic i l l in  
and  co t ton  cloth. 

Mr. S i d n e y  G. Sloan,  C h a i r m a n  of t he  
" F o r t y - e i g h t  Group , "  a n  o rgan i za t i on  of 
B r i t i s h  bus iness  f i rms,  is he r e  in P e k i n g  
on a visit. 

* #$ $ 

Direct Peking-Tokyo radio-telephone 
and radio-photo services started on March 
20. Telephone calls can now also be made 
between otimr rnajor Japanese cities and 
Tientsin, Shanghai, Wuhan and Canton 
via Peking and Tokyo. 

C U L T U R A L  N E W S  

C h e n  C h u n g - c h i n g ,  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  
of t he  C o m m i s s i o n  for  Cu l tu ra l  Re la t ions  
w i t h  Fo re ign  Coun t r i e s ,  is c u r r e n t l y  v is i t -  
ing Bulgar ia ,  Yugos lav ia ,  H u n g a r y  and  
R u m a n i a  to discuss  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of 
thv c u l t u r a l  a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  these  coun-  
t r ies  in 1958. 

$ * * 

A Chinese  miss ion  h e a d e d  by Min i s t e r  
of E d u c a t i o n  Yang  Hs iu - f eng  is v is i t ing  
the  Sov ie t  Union .  T h e  miss ion  has  jus t  
comple ted  a t ou r  of P o l a n d  and  G e r m a n y ,  
w h e r e  i t  v i s i t ed  un ive r s i t i e s  and  o t h e r  
h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  ins t i tu t ions .  

• $ * 

A C h ine se  o p e r a  a n d  dance  t roupe  wil l  
t ake  p a r t  in  the  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  D r a m a  
Fes t iva l  due  to open  in Pa r i s  on M a r c h  25. 

I n  B r i e f  

A C h ine se  f r a t e r n a l  de lega t ion  is 
a t t e n d i n g  the  T h i r t e e n t h  Congress  of the  
M o n g o l i a n  People ' s  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  P a r t y  
in U lan  Bator .  I t  is headed  by  Ulanfu ,  
a l t e r n a t e  m e m b e r  of the  Pol i t i ca l  B u r e a u  
of the  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  of the  Ch inese  
C o m m u n i s t  Pa r ty .  

$ $ * 

C l m i r m a n  M a n  Tse - tung  sen t  a message  
of g ree t ings  to P r e s i d e n t  H a b i b  Bour -  
gu iba  on  the  second a n n i v e r s a r y  of 
Tun i s i a ' s  i ndependence .  

Li Y i - m e n g  has  been  appo in t ed  Chi -  
nese  A m b a s s a d o r  to B u r m a .  

S P O R T S  

C h i n a  will no t  t ake  p a r t  in the  1958 
A s i a n  G a m e s  to be he ld  in Tokyo 
th is  May. A s p o k e s m a n  of the  All-  
C h i n a  A th l e t i c  F e d e r a t i o n  told J a p a -  
nese  r e p o r t e r s  in P e k i n g  t h a t  i t  was  not  
poss ib le  for  the  Peop le ' s  Repub l i c  of 
C h i n a  to p a r t i c i p a t e  because  ce r t a in  
q u a r t e r s  w e r e  a t t e m p t i n g  to use the  
G a m e s  as a m e a n s  of f u r t h e r i n g  t im plot  
to c r ea t e  a s i t u a t i o n  of " two  Chinas . "  

W h e n  the  A s i a n  G a m e s  were  ins t i tu ted  
in t he  twen t ies ,  C h i n a  was  an  ac t ive  
pa r t i c ipan t .  

$ $ $ 

M. P a u l  J a n n i d i s ,  P r e s i d e n t  of the  
G r e e k  Tab le  T e n n i s  Associa t ion ,  a r r i ved  
in P e k i n g  on M a r c h  17 for  a tou r  of Chi-  
nese  cities. 
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CHINESE PRESS 
OPINION 

Closer  Sino-Po fish Re Iations 
T he  P e k i n g  press  f r o n t p a g e d  n e w s  o£ 

the  a r r i v a l  on M a r c h  20 of the  Po l i sh  
g o v e r n m e n t  de l ega t ion  h e a d e d  by  Vice-  
C h a i r m a n  of the  Counci l  of M i n i s t e r s  
P io t r  Ja roszewicz .  

The Polish Government Delegation 

Head ol the  delegat ion:  Ja rosze -  
wicz, V i c e - C h a i r m a n  of the  Coun-  
cil of Minis te rs .  

M e m b e r s :  W. T r a m p c z y n s k i ,  Min i s t e r  
of Fo re ign  T r a d e ;  B. Jaszczuk ,  
V i c e - C h a i r m a n  of t he  P l a n n i n g  
Commiss ion ;  J. Olszewski ,  Head  
of the  Economic  D e p a r t m e n t  of 
the  Cen t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  of the  
Pol i sh  U n i t e d  W o r k e r s  P a r t y ;  J. 
Kole,  V ice -Min i s t e r  of F i n a n c e  
and Z. Keh,  V i c e - M i n i s t e r  of 
H e a v y  Indus t ry .  

Welcoming  the  Po l i sh  de lega t ion ,  t he  
press  gave p r o m i n e n c e  to V i c e - C h a i r m a n  
Ja roszewicz ' s  s t a t e m e n t  a t  the  a i r p o r t  
t ha t  his  de lega t ion  would  discuss  w i t h  
the  Ch inese  G o v e r n m e n t  economic  ques-  
tions of c o m m o n  i n t e r e s t s  a n d  t h a t  
f r i end ly  ta lks  would  he lp  s t r e n g t h e n  a n d  
deve lop  m u t u a l  economic  a n d  t echn i ca l  
co-opera t ion.  

R e n m i n  Ribao ed i to r i a l ly  dec la red  on 
M a r c h  20 t h a t  the  two coun t r i e s  wil l  
r edoub le  t he i r  effor ts  to " s t r e n g t h e n  
f r i end ly  re la t ions ,  un i ty  in the  soc ia l i s t  
camp headed  by  the  Sovie t  Un ion  a n d  
the cause  of wor ld  peace  . . . .  C h i n a  a n d  
Po land  are  bo th  socia l is t  coun t r i e s ;  t h e i r  
re la t ions  a r e  g r o u n d e d  sol idly  on  t h e i r  
c o m m o n  be l ie f  in  M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m  a n d  
the  c o m m o n  goal  of bu i ld ing  soc ia l i sm 
and c o m m u n i s m .  D u r i n g  t he  pas t  s eve r a l  
years ,  t h e r e  has  b e e n  a s t e a d y  g r o w t h  
of pol i t ical ,  economic  and  c u l t u r a l  t ies  
b e t w e e n  the  two count r ies .  The  Po l i sh  
people  h a v e  a lways  s u p p o r t e d  Ch ina ' s  
s t rugg le  to m a i n t a i n  h e r  n a t i o n a l  sover -  
e ign ty  and  wor ld  peace.  T h e y  h a v e  g iven  
b r o t h e r l y  he lp  to our  socia l i s t  cons t ruc -  
t ion . . . a n d  for  this  gene rous  a id  f r o m  
our  Po l i sh  b r o t h e r s  w e  a re  t ru ly  g r a t e -  
ful." 

G u a n g m i n g  Ribao e x p r e s s e d  conf idence  
t h a t  the  vis i t  of the  Po l i sh  de lega t ion  
would  he lp  to s t r e n g t h e n  S ine -Po l i sh  
f r i endsh ip  and stressed that socia l is t  con-  
s t ruc t ion  in bo th  coun t r i e s  a re  i n t e g r a l  
parts of the  gene ra l  a d v a n c e  of t h e  
socialist camp.  

Da Gon~ Bao pra i sed  
Po land ' s  r ecen t  c o n t r i b u -  
tion,s to the  r e l a x a t i o n  of 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t ens ion  a n d  
the  u p h o l d i n g  of Euro-  
p e a n  a nd  wor ld  peace,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  the  R a p a c k i  
P l a n  for  an  a t o m - f r e e  
c e n t r a l  Europe.  "Th i s  
g rea t ly  e n h a n c e s  t he  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p res t ige  of the  Po l i sh  
Peop le ' s  Republ ic , "  i t  wrote .  

Soviet Democracy 
" A n o t h e r  b r i l l i an t  v ic tory  for  Sov ie t  

d e m o c r a c y "  is h o w  R e n m i n  Rgbao's M a r c h  
20 l eade r  desc r ibed  the  r e su l t s  of t he  
r e c e n t  S u p r e m e  Sovie t  e lec t ions  in  t he  
U.S.S.R. 

E n u m e r a t i n g  the  a d v a n c e s  m a d e  d u r -  
ing the  four  years  s ince  the  las t  e lec t ions  
to t he  S u p r e m e  Soviet ,  t he  ed i to r ia l  
s t r e s sed  the  i m p o r t a n c e  of m e a s u r e s  to 
i nc rease  the  respons ib i l i t i e s  of the  Re-  
pub l i c s  in  economic  affa i rs  a n d  r eo rgan ize  
i n d u s t r i a l  m a n a g e m e n t ;  the  l a rge - sca le  
r e c l a m a t i o n  of w a s t e l a n d ;  a nd  the  g r e a t  
scient i f ic  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  a c h i e v e m e n t s  
symbol i zed  by the  l a u n c h i n g  of the  
spu tn iks .  

" T h e  S u p r e m e  Sovie t  is also a s t a n d -  
a rd  b e a r e r  of wor ld  peace ,"  the  ed i to r ia l  
po in t ed  out. " I t  ha s  con t inue t l  to m a k e  
i m p o r t a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  to wor ld  peace  
a n d  h u m a n  progress .  I ts  reso lu t ions  
ca l l ing  ]:or d i s a r m a m e n t  a n d  the  pro-  
h i b i t i o n  of a tomic  we a pons  h a v e  p layed  
a mos t  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  in f u r t h e r  r e l ax ing  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l ens ion  a nd  conso l ida t ing  
wor ld  peace."  

S h o w i n g  t h a t  Sovie t  d e m o c r a c y  is 
g e n u i n e  d e m o c r a c y  of a k ind  u n k n o w n  
in  cap i t a l i s t  count r ies ,  R e n m i n  Ribao 
ci ted some  te l l ing fac ts :  " In  the U n i t e d  
S ta tes ,  no less t h a n  fifty qua l i f ica t ions  
u n r e a s o n a b l y  l imi t  the  vo t ing  r igh t s  of 
t he  people.  In  the  Sovie t  Union,  depu t i e s  
to the  S u p r e m e  Sovie t  a re  d i r ec t ly  e lect-  
ed by  c i t izens  of the  who le  c o u n t r y  . . . .  
In  the  U n i t e d  Sta tes ,  Negroes  a nd  o l h e r  
n a t i o n a l  m i n o r i t i e s  a re  m u c h  d i sc r imi -  

n a t e d  a ga in s t  in voting.  W h e r e a s  in  the  
l a t e s t  U.S. Congres s iona l  elections,  on ly  
57.3 pe r  cent  of the  people  of vot ing  age  
cas t  t h e i r  votes,  99.97 pe r  cen t  o£ the  
e lec tors  in t he  Sovie t  Un ion  took pa r t  
in  the  p r e s e n t  S u p r e m e  Sovie t  elections.  
Aga in ,  ove r  60 p e r  c en t  of the  1,378 
Sov ie t  depu t i e s  a r e  e i t he r  w o r k e r s  or 
pea san t s ,  the  res t  be ing  work ing  in te l -  
l ec tua l s ;  w o m e n  c o n s t i t u t e  26.4 pe r  cent  
of the  deput ies .  A look at  the  composi-  
t ion  of the  p r e s e n t  A m e r i c a n  Congress  
shows  t h a t  m o r e  t h a n  ha l f  the  congress-  
m e n  a r e  lawyers ,  a nd  o n e - f o u r t h  of t h e m  
a r e  e i t h e r  big bus iness  m e n  or  bankers .  
Not  one  s ingle  s ea t  in Congress  is held 
by  a w o r k e r  or  a p e a s a n t  w h o  r e p r e s e n t  
t he  o v e r w h e h n i n g  m a j o r i t y  of the  popula-  
t ion  of t he  U n i t e d  S ta tes . "  

S p a c e  for  Peace  
The  Sov ie t  p roposa l  to b a n  the  use  of 

o u t e r  space  for  m i l i t a r y  purposes  and  
l i qu ida t e  m i l i t a r y  bases  on fo re ign  t e r -  
r i t o ry  is " a n o t h e r  se r ious  tes t  of the  
s i nce r i t y  of the  U n i t e d  S ta t e s  as r ega rds  
peace  a nd  t he  s u m m i t  mee t ing , "  wro te  
R e n m i n  Ribao  in i ts  c o m m e n t a r y  on 
M a r c h  17. 

W a s h i n g t o n  is wel l  a w a r e  of the  fact  
t h a t  the  Sov ie t  U n i o n  is a t  p r e s en t  the  
on ly  c o u n t r y  in t he  wor ld  in possess ion 
of space - sa i l i ng  ICBMs  r e a d y  for  use, 
t he  c o m m e n t a t o r  po in t e d  out .  " I t  has  
t h e r e f o r e  r a i sed  the  ques t ion  of the  
peacefu l  use of o u t e r  space  as a s t u m b l i n g  
b lock  to ba r  l he  s u m m i t  mee t ing .  Accord-  
ing  t o  t h e i r  o w n  logic, t he  ru l ing  cliqu~ 
in the  U n i t e d  S ta t e s  r e a s o n e d  t h a t  the  
Sov ie t  U n i o n  would  not  be wi l l ing  to 
g ive  up he r  m i l i t a r y  s u p r e m a c y  in this  
field a n d  would  t h e r e f o r e  re jec t  this  pro-  
posal.  This,  they  though t ,  would  p lay  
in to  t h e i r  h a n d s  by  g iv ing  t h e m  an  
o p p o r t t m i t y  to accuse  t h e  Sovie t  Un ion  
of l ack ing  s ince r i ty  for  peace  and  placing 
the  b l a m e  on t he  Sovie t  U n i o n  for the  
f a i l u re  to ho ld  a s u m m i t  conference.  Bu t  
th i s  d ip loma t i c  t r i ck  has  misf i red."  

Ca l l ing  a t t e n t i o n  to the  fac t  t h a t  the  
Uni t ed  S ta t e s  ha s  m o r e  t h a n  200 m i l i t a r y  
bases  on  fo re ign  t e r r i t o r y  all  of w h i c h  

. C A P l T A t ~ 5 ~  In orbit 

Chung Hstang a n d  
K u o  Y u a n  t n  

"'Sh|Jte Zhlsl~i" 

20 



a r e  directed agains t  the Soviet  Union and 
other  socialist  countr ies ,  the  c o m m e n -  
tator  asse r ted :  "The  Soviet  Union is fully 
justified in mak ing  the proposal  for  the  
removal  of all  mi l i t a ry  bases  in foreign 
countr ies  whi le  agree ing  to cons ider  the  
quest ion of p roh ib i t ing  the  use of outer  
space f~)r mi l i tary  purposes .  The wor ld  
should not only be f ree  f rom the  t h r ea t  
of w a r  f rom outer  space, but  also f rom 
war  threa ts  on the  sur face  of the globe 
as well ." 

South Carol ina Inc ident  
"Amer i can  planes  ca r ry ing  nuc lea r  

bombs are  a serious th rea t  to all coun-  
tries over  which they  fly; they  car ry  the  
dange r  of dea th ,"  Da Gong Bao (March  
15) c o m m e n t e d  on the A - b o m b  tha t  was  
dropped from an American plane on 
Florence, South Carolina. 

That incident had again underlined the 

madness of U.S. atomic war policy, the 

paper said. "These American nuclear- 

bomb flights are intended to poison the 

international atmosphere and threaten 

peace, but first and foremost the threat 

is to the American people and the coun- 

tries which permit such flights over their 
terr i tor ies ."  For, the  pape r  asked,  "Whe  
is to gua ran tee  that  the re  will  be no 
repet i t ion of the Sou th  Carol ina  inc iden t  
and tha t  the nex t  nuc lear  bomb  let loose 
will not exp lode?"  

Noting tha t  the  inc ident  had a l r eady  
caused a s t i r  in the  West,  the  p a p e r  con- 
cluded:  "People  e v e r y w h e r e  are  cal l ing 
for action. They Will not sit  back  and 
wait  for A-bombs  to fall on the i r  heads ."  

The Case of Liu Lien-jen 
The i r respons ib le  a t t i tude  of the  J a p a -  

nese G o v e r n m e n t  in the case of Liu Lien-  

"Till death  do y o u  part  . . . .  " 
K e  Mtng  |n  S h a n g h a f  "X~nwen  Rtbao"  

THE PASSING S H O W ,  

The Perfidy of It! 
Ministerial brows were clouded at the recent  Manila Conference of SEATO 

powers. A British Commonwealth diplomalic source (quoted by Reuter) 
described the proposals to reduce armed forces in both parts of Viet-nam 

and Korea and the appeal to turn 
Asia into an atom-free zone as 
"current  Communist moves" and 
"threats  poised over the heads of 
the SEATO ministers."  

Why can't warm,rogers be al- 
lowed to go about their affairs in 
peace, begad? 

When Is an Embargo Not an Embargo? 
(Stage directions by the editor; ditt logue by A.P.) 

S c e n e :  The U.S. Senate Banking Subcommittee hearing, March 13. 

S e n a t o r  Fulbright: Will not our embargo be largely nullified if Japan enters 
into a trade agreement  with Red China? 

Marshall Smith, Department  . f  Commerce official (with haute.r):  China does 
not produce any real anaount of exports  and therefore has little means 
for the purchase of imports! 

S e n a t o r  F u l b r i g h t  (brightly): In that case why then should America go to 
the trouble of maintaining the embargo? 

Marshall Smith (da~'khd): It 's a political matter.  

Senator Fulbright thereupon disappears in a cloud of words. 

jen,  the  Chinese  pea san t  abduc ted  to 
J a p a n  dur ing  the last  w a r  (see Peking 
Review, No. 3, p. 20), is sca th ingly  cri t -  
icized in the  Chinese  press.  

"The Chinese  people  a re  wa tch ing  
closely to see how the J a p a n e s e  Govern -  
m e n t  is going to hand le  this case," wro te  
Renmin Ribao's c o m m e n t a t o r  on March  
17. "Many  civi l ians w e r e  seized and sent  
to J a p a n  by the  J a p a n e s e  mi l i ta r i s t s  
du r ing  the i r  war  of aggress ion  aga ins t  
China.  They w e r e  ens laved  and m a n y  
bru ta l ly  murde red .  Our  g o v e r n m e n t  has 
r epea t ed ly  asked the J a p a n e s e  Gove rn -  
rnent  to account  for  such acts but  no 
reply  has  ever  been  received.  When  Liu 
L ien- jen ' s  case was  b rough t  to light, the  

J a p a n e s e G o v e r n m e n t  
failed to do the  m i n i m u m  
expec ted  of it. Fa i l ing  even  
to express  its regre t s  to 
this Chinese  victim, it 
t h r e a t e n e d  him wi th  
prosecut ion  as an illegal 
emigrant .  What  a con t ras t  
the re  is b e t w e e n  th is  hos-  
tile a t t i tude  and  the  
humanitarian treatment ac- 

corded by the Chinese 
Government to Japanese 
nationals in China!" 

Da Gong Boo (March 18) 
was also sharply critical 
of the Kishi government. 
"Pressed by public opinion, 
Kishi has said that Liu 
Lien-jen will be sent home 
at an early date, but the 

J a p a n e s e  G o v e r n m e n t  hasn ' t  yet  m a d e  
c lear  w h a t  respons ib i l i ty  it will  a s sume  
in this case. Such an i r respons ib le  
a t t i tude  canno t  bu t  rouse  the  Chinese  
people 's  indignat ion ."  

Both papers  exp res sed  apprec ia t ion  for 
the  deep  concern s h o w n  by the J a p a n e s e  

people  in this case and for  the i r  generous  
help  to Liu Lien- jen .  

Save IChosrow Ruzbeh 

Pek ing  papers  give p r o m i n e n t  p lay to 
messages  f rom Chinese  t r ade  unions,  
women ,  youth  and  o ther  mass  organiza-  
t ions suppor t ing  the  I ran ian  people 's  
efforts  to save  K h o s r o w  Ruzbeh and 
o the r  I r an i an  pa t r io ts  f rom the d e a t h  

sen tence  passed  on them by the  Te he r a n  
mi l i t a ry  court .  

"The d e a t h  sen tence  passed  on Ruzbeh 
is a shock to all hones t  people," wro te  
Renmin Ribao's c o m m e n t a t o r  on March 
15. 

" I r an ian  patr iots ,  a m o n g  whom Ruzbeh 
is ou ts tanding ,  have  been  f ighting hero-  
ically to f ree  the i r  count ry  f rom im-  
per ia l i s t  e n s l a v e m e n t  and  set  it on a path  
in keep ing  wi th  its na t ional  interests ."  

CORRECTION: Las t  week's "The Passing 
Show" erroneously refers to a report by the 
Foreign Affairs Committee of the General 
Accounting Office of the U.S.A. It should have 
read--a report by the G.A.O. to the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee. 
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SCIENCE 

A c h i e v e m e n t s  o f  1 9 5 Z  

C h i n a  is m a k i n g  s t e a d y  progress  in  
a tomic  research .  Wi th  Sov ie t  a s s i s t ance  
she has  p rac t ica l ly  comple t ed  cons t ruc -  
t ion of he r  f irst  7,000-kilowatt  a tomic  
r eac to r  of the  h e a v y - w a t e r  type, the  b ig-  
gest  in Asia,  and  a 25 mi l l i on -e l ec t ron -  
vol t  cyclotron.  A p r e s s u r e - t y p e  elec-  
t ros ta t ic  accelera tor ,  a h igh  vo l t age  
mul t ip l i e r  and a b e t a - r a y  spec t ru -me te r ,  
a l l  essen t ia l  e q u i p m e n t  for  a tomic  re -  
search ,  h a v e  also been  built .  

In  the  field of semi -conduc to r s ,  i m p o r -  
t a n t  for the  radio  and  e lec t ronics  in-  
dus t r ies ,  Ch ina ' s  scientif ic i n d u s t r y  ha s  
c a u g h t  up wi th  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  standard.~ 
in e x t r a c t i n g  p u r e  (99.999999%) ger -  
m a n i u m .  I t  h a s  also succeeded in the  
t r ia l  p roduc t ion  of semi-cr~nductor  d iodes  
and  tr iodes.  

These  a re  only  a sma l l  t h o u g h  impor -  
t a n t  p a r t  of the  m a j o r  scient if ic  ach ieve -  
m e n t s  in 1957, r e v i e w e d  by  Wu Heng,  
Deputy  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  of the  P l a n n i n g  
C o m m i t t e e  for Scient i f ic  D e v e l o p m e n t  a t  
a r ecen t  m e e t i n g  in Pek ing .  O t h e r  h igh -  
l ights  of th is  r ev i ew s h o w e d  the  w i d e n -  
ing r a n g e  of Ch ina ' s  scientif ic work.  

Su rveys  In add i t ion  to l a rge - sca l e  
su rveys  of the  Yel low R i v e r  and  Yang-  
tse R ive r  valleys,  d r a f t  d e v e l o p m e n t  
p lans  for  the  Huai  R i v e r  a n d  Liao R i v e r  
va l leys  h a v e  been  m a p p e d  ou t  and  gen-  
e ra l  p lans  d r a w n  up for  deve lnp ing  t he  
Yang t se  and  Ha iho  val leys.  The  com- 
p r e h e n s i v e  inves t iga t ion  of t he  H e i l u n g -  
k i a n g  R ive r  va l l ey  was  c o n t i n u e d  by  
jo in t  Ch ine se -Sov i e t  t e a m s  of sc ient is ts .  
Scient i f ic  t e a m s  c o n t i n u e d  i n v e s t i g a -  
t ions  into p l a n t  l i fe  a n d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  pos-  
s ibi l i t ies  in n o r t h e r n  S ink iang ,  Y u n n a n  
and  Kwangs i .  

New r ich  depos i t s  of coal, i ron  ore,  
oil, m a n g a n e s e ,  copper ,  lead,  zinc, 
a l u m i n i u m  and  m o l y b d e n u m  ores we re  
found  in w i d e - r a n g i n g  surveys .  Sa l t  
lakes  in  the  T s a i d a m  B a s i n  in C h i n g h a i  
P r o v i n c e  we re  found  to be  r ich  in boric,  
po ta s s ium and  o t h e r  salts.  

P o w e r  In the  field of hyd ro -e l ec t r i c  
power  Ch inese  e n g i n e e r s  des igned  the  
580,000-kilowatt  hyd ro -e l ec t r i c  p o w e r  s ta-  
t ion be ing  bu i l t  on  t he  S i n a n  R i v e r  in  
Chek iang .  This  is b igger  t h a n  the  Feng-  
m a n  P o w e r  S t a t i on  in Ki r in ,  n o r t h - e a s t  
China ,  h i t h e r t o  the  na t ion ' s  largest .  They  
des igned  and  bu i l t  h y d r a u l i c  t u r b i n e  
g e n e r a t o r s  of 15,000-kilowatt  capaci ty .  
T h e y  also des igned  the  g i an t  t h e r m a l  
power  p l a n t  in  L i aon ing  and  h igh  t ens ion  
t r an smi s s ion  l ines of 220 ki lovol ts .  

Metallurgy Meta l l u rg i s t s  succeeded in 
dev i s ing  m e t h o d s  to e x t r a c t  the  r a r e  
e a r t h  e l e m e n t s  f r o m  i ron  ores  at  Pao tow,  
w h e r e  a n e w  i n t e g r a t e d  s teel  works  is 
be ing  built .  

So f a r  as the  coeff icient  of  u t i l i za t ion  
of b l a s t  f u r n a c e s  is conce rned  (vo lume of 
f u r n a c e  in cubic  m e t r e s  r equ i r ed  to 
p r o d u c e  one  ton of i ron  in 24 h o u r s - - a n  
i m p o r t a n t  i ndex  of the  t echn ica l  level)  
C h i n a  has  c r ea t ed  a record  of 0.696, w i lh  
a n a t i o n a l  a v e r a g e  of 0.757. This  g rea t ly  
su rpas se s  t he  a v e r a g e  level  r eached  in 
the  Un i t ed  S ta t e s  and  Br i t a in .  

Synthetic Oil By us ing  a n  i ron  in-  
s t ead  of a coba l t  ca t a ly s t  in m a k i n g  
s y n t h e t i c  oil, chemica l  w o r k e r s  were  able  
to r a i se  o u t p u t  to 191 g r a m m e s  f rom 
e v e r y  cubic  m e t r e  of C O - b  H~ as com- 
p a r e d  w i th  t he  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  level  of 150 
g r a m m e s ,  a n d  cut  p r o d u c t i o n  costs by 
m o r e  t h a n  50 pe r  cent.  

Agriculture A n u m b e r  of h igh -y ie ld ing  
s t r a i n s  of rice,  w h e a t  and  cot ton  we re  
wide ly  in t roduced  a n d  new m e t h o d s  to 
p r e v e n t  a nd  c o m b a t  crop pests  and  
a n i m a l  ep idemics  developed.  

Medicine In add i t i on  to t he  success  
a c h i e v e d  in f igh t ing  schis tosomias is ,  a 
s imp le  wa y  of t r e a t i n g  bruce l los i s  was  
w o r k e d  out. A n e w  type  of inf luenza  
v i rus  a n d  a n e w  s t r a i n  of a v i r u l e n t  bac-  
t e r i u m  pes t is  w e r e  d iscovered.  I n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  w e r e  r e a c h e d  in 
su rg ica l  o p e r a t i o n s  for  c a r d i o - v a s c u l a r  
d i seases  a n d  for  t ube rcu los i s  in bone  
joints .  

A p l a n t  ca l led  Rauwolfia verticillata 
d i scove red  in  sou th  C h i n a  was  p r o v e d  
to be  conduc ive  to l ower ing  blood p res -  
sure,  a n d  n e w  an t ib io t ics  aga ins t  t u m o u r s  
a n d  v i ruses  w e r e  found.  

R e s e a r c h  C e n t r e s  Las t  year ,  t h i r t e e n  
r e s e a r c h  in s t i t u t e s  w e r e  set  up  or  
e n l a r g e d  u n d e r  the  Ch inese  A c a d e m y  of 
Sc iences  a nd  a b o u t  20,000 professors  a n d  
t eache r s  in un ive r s i t i e s  a nd  colleges and  
l a rge  n u m b e r s  of e n g i n e e r s  we re  d r a w n  
into r e s e a r c h  work .  

The  A c a d e m y  of A g r i c u l t u r a l  Sc ience  
was  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  p r e p a r a t i o n s  w e r e  
m a d e  to se t  up  a n e w  a c a d e m y  of medica l  
science.  

S o m e  scient i f ic  i n s t i t u t i ons  w e r e  m o v e d  
to i n d u s t r i a l  e e n t r e s  or  got  in to  d i r ec t  
con t ac t  w i t h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  co -opera t ives  in 
o r d e r  to l i nk  t he i r  r e sea r ch  w o r k  w i t h  
p r ac t i c a l  p r o d u c t i o n  p rob lems .  

Supp l i e s  of books,  papers ,  l a b o r a t o r y  
i n s t r u m e n t s  a n d  m a t e r i a l s  w e r e  also im-  
p roved  w i t h  t he  he lp  of t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  

i s  T h e r e  a , ' S n o w  ~ f n n " t  

The  " a b o m i n a b l e  snow m a n "  is m o s t  
l ike ly  a bear ,  b u t  i t  is no t  beyond  the  
b o u n d s  of poss ib i l i ty  t h a t  it is a " snow 

m a n "  a f t e r  all. Th i s  is the  opinion of 
Pe i  W e n - c h u n g ,  the  no ted  Chinese  
pa l eon to log i s t  and  d i scove re r  of Pek ing  
Man.  

In  v i e w  of the  p r e s e n t  geographica l  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  of the  p r ima tes ,  he a rgues  
in a r e c e n t  a r t i c le  wr i t t e n  in col labora-  
t ion  w i t h  two fe l low scient is ts ,  it appea r s  
h igh ly  i m p r o b a b l e  t ha t  a n  a n i m a l  m o r e  
closely a p p r o a c h i n g  m a n  t h a n  t he  gor i l la  
or c h i m p a n z e e  could exis t  on the  h igh  
H i m a l a y a n  r a n g e s  a nd  the  P a m i r  p la teau.  

F u r t h e r m o r e  it would  be  ve ry  difficult  
for  h i g h e r  p r i m a t e s  to l ive in such con-  
di t ions ,  w h e r e  p l an t s  a nd  smal l  an ima l s  
a r e  f ew and  fa r  be tween .  

On  t he  o t h e r  hand ,  t he  H i m a l a y a n  
b l ack  bear ,  w i t h  i ts g r e a t  v i ta l i ty ,  could 
s u r v i v e  in such  cond i t ions  by  h u n t i n g  
o t h e r  a n i m a l s  l ook ing  for  food there .  
L e g e n d a r y  de sc r i p t i ons  of the  "snow 
m a n "  wa lk ing ,  s t a n d i n g  on  two legs, and  
so on, could a lso  app ly  to the  H i m a l a y a n  
bear.  

R e f e r r i n g  to the  s t a t e m e n t  by the  
Sovie t  sc i en t i s t  P r o n i n  sugges t ing  t h a t  
the  " s n o w  m a n "  s to le  a r u b b e r  boat  and  
ca r r i ed  i t  five k i l o m e t r e s  upr ive r  and  by 
a Ch inese  f i lm d i r e c t o r  t ha t  the  " snow 
m a n "  s tole  bee f  a t  n ight .  Professor  Pei  
says  t h a t  a b e a r  would  be qui te  capab le  
of such  ac t ions .  

F o o t p r i n t s  a nd  " e ye wi tne s s "  accounts  
also could not  p rove  the  ex i s t ence  of the  
" s n o w  m a n . "  T h e  foo tp r in t s  o[ the  h ind  
p a w s  of the  H i m a l a y a n  b lack  bea r  can  
be  m i s t a k e n  for  those  of a man.  W h e n  a 
b e a r  s t ands  on its h i n d  legs, especia l ly  
w h e n  it  is going to seize food or pre-  
p a r i n g  to fight, it looks l ike  a m a n  f rom 

o 

a d i s t a n c e  or in bad  l ight.  

On the  o the r  hand ,  f r o m  the  pa leon-  
tological  s t a ndpo in t ,  it is no t  imposs ib le  
t h a t  a specia l  k ind  of h i g h e r  p r i m a t e  
m a y  l ive on the  Hima laya r l  moun ta in s .  
M a n y  k inds  of h i g h e r  p r i m a t e s  l ived  
sou th  of the  H i m a l a y a s  in the  geological  

age. 

T h e  " g i a n t  ape"  a nd  "ape  of an t iqu i ty , "  
for  i n s t ance ,  h a v e  l ived in Ch ina ' s  sou th-  
west ,  in  Y u n n a n  a nd  Kwangs i .  I t  is 
no t  beyond  t he  bounds  of poss ib i l i ty  
t h a t  t he  successors  of a b r a n c h  of these  
h i g h e r  p r i m a t e s  r e t r e a t e d  to l ive  above  
the  H i m a l a y a n  snow l ine  a n d  deve loped  
in to  t he  m u c h - t a l k e d - o f  " snow m a n "  a f t e r  
l i v ing  for  a long  per iod  u n d e r  such  con-  
d i t ions  of ice a n d  snow. 

C o t t o n  R e s e a r e h  

S y s t e m a t i c  r e s e a r c h  to ra ise  cot ton 
yields,  o u t p u t  a nd  qua l i ty  is p l ay ing  a 
m a j o r  p a r t  in t he  d r ive  to p rov ide  the  
w h e r e w i t h a l  to c lo the  Ch ina ' s  inc reas -  
ingly  be t t e r - c lo the d  popula t ion .  

O v e r  50 co t ton  e x p e r i m e n t a l  a n d  re -  
s ea rch  cen t r e s  n o w  w o r k i n g  in the  court- 

22 



try have  a l ready  p roduced  a dozen new 
variet ies  su i tab le  for  d i f fe rent  areas.  
Some of these  are  excep t iona l ly  p romis -  
ing and will  be g rown  more  ex tens ive ly .  

Hsuchow No. 209 variety,  bred  by the  
Hsuchow Agr icu l tura l  E x p e r i m e n t a l  S ta -  
tion, Kiangsu  Province ,  was  tes ted  
in 20 dis t r ic ts  in the  Yel low River  
cotton region. I t  gave  an ave rage  yield 
24.4 per  cent  h igher  t han  contro l  var ie t ies .  
It has  a s tap le  of 31.1 mm. and is the  
most p romis ing  n e w  var ie ty .  

Long Staple  No. 3, bred  by tile Eas t  
China  Research  Ins t i tu te  of Agr icu l tu ra l  
Science by d i s tan t  vege ta t ive  t tybr idiza-  
tion, is a new var ie ty  of Sea  Is land  cot-  
ton. Expe r imen ta l  p lan t ings  in K w a n g -  
.tung Province  and Kwangs i  Chuang  Art- 
tonomous Region have  given good results.  

O the r  improved  var ie t ies  are  also being 
used on a wide  scale. The  a rea  p lan ted  
wi th  t h e m  has  inc reased  f rom a round  
4 mill ion m o u  in 1949 to over  80 mil l ion 
m o u  in 1957, wh ich  was  95 pe r  cen t  of 
the  total  a rea  sown to cotton. 

This is only  one  of severa l  measu res  

be ing t aken  to increase  cotton product ion.  

Resea rch  cen t res  h a v e  also been 
mak ing  e x p e r i m e n t s  as to the most  sui ta-  
ble n u m b e r  of p lants  in a given area  and 
h o w  they  should be planted,  and are  now 
able to give va luable  advice  regard ing  
this p rob lem in re la t ion to d i f fe rent  areas  
and  soil condit ions.  Many  resea rch  cen-  
t res  have  Eound tha t  the  sowing t ime  can 
be put  f o rwa rd  to an ea r l i e r  da te  than  
tha t  usual ly accepted,  and  conf i rmed tha t  
a u t u m n  p]oughing helps to increase  yield. 

A u t u m n  ploughing is wide ly  being used 
t h roughou t  the  country.  

At  the  F i r s t  Al l -China  Cotton Exper i -  
men t a l  and  Resea rch  Work  Confe rence  
recent ly  held in Peking,  cot ton resea rch  
worke r s  p l anned  to select  for ty  to fifty 
n e w  var ie t ies  of Upland  cotton,  and four  
to five n e w  var ie t ies  of Sea  Is land cotton 
du r ing  the  Second  F ive-Year  Plan.  They 
will  also work  on key product ion  prob-  
lems in var ious  areas,  and find out 
re l iable  ways  of p roduc ing  200, 300 or 
more  cat t ies  of g inned  cotton pet" m o u  

to p romote  high yield product ion  on large 
areas.  This  year  na t ion -wide  exper i -  
men t s  on chemica l  fert i l izers,  i r r igat ion 
and  dra inage ,  and green  m a n u r e  wil l  be 
also s t a r t ed  in re la t ion  to cotton produc-  
tion. 

W H A T ' S  ON IN PEKING 
Highlights of  Current Entertainment, Exhibitions, etc. - -  

_ + 
P r o g r a m m e s  arc sub j ec t  to change .  

W h e r e  da tes  are not listed, consu l t  t hea t re  
or da l ly  press .  

P E K I N G  O P E R A  

• W U  TSE TIEN,  t h e  s t o r y  of  t h e  c o n -  
c u b i n e  o f  t h e  T a n g  e m p e r o r  T e l  T s u n g ,  w h o  
l a t e r  b e c a m e  t h e  f i r s t  w o m a n  r u l e r  o f  C h i n a .  
W i t h  W u  S u - c h i u ,  f a m o u s  P e k i n g  o p e r a  
~ctrcss. 

Mar .  25 a t  7 p .m. ,  K w a n g h o  T h e a t r e  

• THE W H I T E - H A I R E D  G I R L  A s p e c i a l  
p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  C h i n a ' s  m o s t  f a m o u s  m o d e r n  
o p e r a  in  P e k i n g  o p e r a  f o r m .  I t  i s  b a s e d  
on  t h e  a c t u a l  s t o r y  o f  a p e a s a n t  g i r l  w h o ,  
f o r c e d  to  f lee to  a m o u n t a i n  w i l d e r n e s s  f r o m  
l a n d l o r d  o p p r e s s i o n ,  r e t u r n s  to  t h e  w o r l d  o f  
m a n  a f t e r  l i b e r a t i o n .  T h e  a l l - s t a r  c a s t  i n -  
c l u d e s  T u  C h i n - f a n g ,  L1 S h a o - e h u n ,  Y u a n  
S h l h - h a l  a n d  Yeh  S h e n g - l a n .  

Mar .  25-29 e v g s . ,  a t  People ' s  T h e a t r e  

T I I E A T R E  

• A D O L L ' S  H O U S E  I b s e n ' s  f a m o u s  p l a y  
p r o d u c e d  tn  C h i n e s e  ( t i n d e r  t h e  t i t l e  o f  Nora) 
by t h e  C h i n a  Y o u t h  A r t  T h e a t r e .  

Mar .  28-31 a t  Ch|na  Y o u t h  Ar t  T h e a t r e  

• THE T E A - S H O P  A n e w  p l a y  b y  w e l l -  
k n o w n  p l a y w r i g h t  L a p  S h e h  s t a g e d  f o r  t h e  
f i rs t  t i m e .  T h e  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  t h e  o l d  s o c i e t y  
s u b t l y  r e f l e c t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  f a t e s  
o f  h a b i t u 6 s  of  a f a m o u s  o ld  P e k i n g  t e a -  
shop .  D i r e c t e d  b y  C h i a o  C h u - y i n  a n d  H s i a  
S h u n .  P r o d u c e d  b y  t h e  P e k i n g  P e o p l e ' s  A r t  
T h e a t r e .  

Mar .  29 & 31 a t  7:15, Capital T h e a t r e  
Mar .  30 a t  9 a .m .  a n d  1:30 p .m. ,  

Capital T h e a t r e  

• M I S T R E S S  CLEVER,  a f a v o u r i t e  f o l k - t a l e  
of  t h e  C h i n e s e  p e o p l e .  A f a i r y  s t e p s  o u t  
of a p a i n t i n g  to  w e d  a p o o r  w o o d - c u t t e r .  
T h e  e n v i o u s  e m p e r o r  w h o  t r i e s  to  a b d u c t  
h e r  i s  f o i l e d  b y  h e r  m a g i c ,  a n d  t he  c o u p l e  
l i v e s  h a p p i l y  e v e r  a f t e r .  P r o d u c e d  b y  t h e  
C h i n a  C h i l d r e n ' s  T h e a t r e .  

Mar .  25-27 a t  P e k i n g  T h e a t r e  

• L O S T  A SHOE, A G A R D E N  ON T H E  SEA,  
P R O S P E C T I V E  S O N - I N - L A W ,  S A N  C H I A N G -  
HAO F o u r  o n e - a c t e r s  p r o d u c e d  b y  t h e  
C e n t r a l  D r a m a  s c h o o l .  T h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  a r e  
l ove  s t o r i e s  in  a c o n t e m p o r a r y  C h i n e s e  s e t -  
t ing ,  the  l a s t  t h e  s t o r y  o f  a g u e r i l l a  l e a d e r  
d u r i n g  the  A n t i - J a p a n e s e  War .  

Mar.  27 a t  Hat T ien  W o r k e r s '  Club 

B A L L E T  

• V A I N  P R E C A U T I O N S ,  t h e  b a l l e t  b y  P . -L .  
H e r t e l  p r o d u c e d  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  V.I.  T s a p l i n ,  
M e r i t e d  A r t i s t  of  t h e  R .S .F ,S .R . ,  a n d  p e r -  

formed by students of the Peking Ballet 
School. 

Mar .  29 a t  7:15 p .m. ,  Tienchiao  T h e a t r e  
M a r .  30 a t  1:30 p . m .  a n d  7:15 p .m. ,  

Ttench iao  T h e a t r e  

A n  E v e n i n g  o f  

S O N G S  A N D  D A N C E S  

+Chinese  f o l k  s o n g s  a n d  d a n c e s - - b y  
t h e  S o n g  a n d  D a n c e  T r o u p e  o f  t h e  
C e n t r a l  E x p e r i m e n t a l  M o d e r n  O p e r a  
C o m p a n y  

* P e l t i n g  o p e r a  n u m b e r s  - -  i n c l u d i n g  
Fight  at t he  Crossroads,  T h e  
P e o n y  Pavi l ion,  Y e n  T a n g  S h a h ,  
etc. ,  b y  t h e  S h a n g h a i  P e k i n g  O p e r a  
C o m p a n y  

M a r c h  27 & 28 a t  7:15 p .m. ,  
T l e n c h l a o  T h e a t r e  

F I L M S  

• R I D I N G  T H E  S T O R M Y  S E A S  H o w  t h r e e  
l o v e l y - - a n d  d e t e r m i n e d - - y o u n g  g i r l s  s u c c e e d  
i n  b e c o m i n g  C h l n a ' s  f i r s t  w o m e n  r i v e r  p i l o t s .  
P r o d u c e d  b y  t he  S h a n g h a i  C h i a n g  N a n  F i l m  
S t u d i o .  I n  c o l o u r .  

Mar .  25 Chi ldren ' s  Cinema.  Mar .  26 
C h a n g  W e n  W o r k e r s '  Club, M a r .  27 
P e k i n g  Thea t re ,  Mar .  28 S h e n g  Lt, 
M a r .  29 Capital  Cinema,  P e k i n g  
W o r k e r s '  Club, Mar .  30 Chino Tap 
Kou ,  T u n g s z u  W o r k e r s '  Club, Mar .  
31 Hsin  Chleh  K o u  

• T H E  J O Y F U L  S O U N D  OF T H E  F L U T E  
A r e t u r n e d  v e t e r a n  h e l p s  a g r o u p  o f  p o o r  
p e a s a n t s  s e t  u p  a f a r m  c o - o p  d e s p i t e  t h e  
c o n s e r v a t i v e  i d e a s  o f  a l o c a l  o f f i c ia l .  P r o -  
d u c e d  b y  t h e  S h a n g h a i  H a l  Yen  F i l m  S t u d i o .  

Mar .  25 C h a n g  W e n  W o r k e r s '  Club, 
M a r .  26 Ta Hue ,  P e k i n g  Thea t re ,  
M a r .  27 S h e n g  Li, Sov ie t  Exh ib i t ion  
Cen tre  Cinema,  Mar .  28 Capital 
Cinema,  P e k i n g  Wo~,kers' Club 
M a r .  29 Chiao Tap  K o u ,  T u n g s z u  
W o r k e r s '  Club, Mar .  30 Hsin Chteh 
K o u ,  M a r .  31 K w a n g a n  Men,  Hsin  
C h a n g  K u o  

• T H E  D A R K  B E F O R E  D A W N  T h e  a d v e n -  
t u r e s  o f  a g u e r i l l a  d e t a c h m e n t  i n  t h e  K u o -  
m i n t a n g  r e a r  d u r i n g  W a r  o f  L i b e r a t i o n .  p r o -  
d a r e d  b y  t h e  A u g u s t  F i r s t  F i l m  S t u d i o .  

M a r .  25 P e k i n g  Workers"  Club, Mar .  26 
Chlao Tap  Kou ,  T u n g s z u  Worker s"  
Club,  M a r .  27 Hstn Chleh  Kou,  
M a r .  28 K w a n g a n  Men,  Hsin Chunf f  
K u o ,  M a r .  29 C h a n g  Yang ,  Mar .  30 
K w a n g h o  Thea t re ,  Mar .  31 Chil- 
d r e n ' s  C inema  

• A N E W  F O O T B A L L ,  a e o l o u r e d  p u p p e t  
f i lm .  T h e  s t o r y  o f  a l i t t l e  b o y  w h o  w o n ' t  
s h a r e  h i s  n e w  f o o t b a l l  w i t h  o t h e r s  a n d  f i n d s  
y o u  c a n ' t  p l a y  f o o t b a l l  w i t h  a o n e - m a n  

t e a m .  T o g e t h e r  w i t h  t i le  s h o r t ,  Chinese  Pot- 
t e r y  a n d  Porcelains .  

M a r .  25 Chi ldren ' s  Thea t r e  
M a r .  26 Capital  C inema,  H u n g  Hstn  
Mar .  27 Chi ldren ' s  Cinema,  H u n g  Hsin 

• S O N G  OF T H E  P H O E N I X ,  t e l l s  t h e  s t o r y  
o f  a " c h i l d - b r i d e "  o f  t h e  o l d  s o c i e t y  w h o  
b e c o m e s  h e a d  o f  a c o - o p  i n  t h e  n e w .  W i t h  
m a n y  n e w  C h i n e s e  s o n g s .  

Mar .  26 S h e n g  Lt, Sov ie t  Exhib i t ion  
Cen t re  Clnema,  Mar .  27 Capttal 
C inema,  P e k i n g  Workers"  Club, 
Mar .  29 Chtao Tap Kou,  T u n g s z u  
W o r k e r s '  Club, Ta Hue,  P e k i n g  
T h e a t r e  

C O N C E R T S  

T h e  C e n t r a l  P h i l h a r m o n i c  S y m p h o n y  
O r c h e s t r a  

C o n d u c t o r :  L i  W e h - l u n  
S i t s o n  M a :  Voice  o f  the  Forest ,  L o v e  Song  

a n d  Night  ( f r o m  t h e  s y m p h o n i c  s u i t e  
Forest)  

W u  T s e n g - y u n g :  S u i t e  o n  T h e m e s  f r o m  
E a s t e r n  M o n g o l i a n  F o l k  S o n g s  

M o z a r t :  C o n c e r t o  i n  D M a j o r  f o r  f l u t e  a n d  
o r c h e s t r a  

R i m s k y - K o r s a k o f :  S h e h e r a z a d e  
S o l o i s t :  L i  H s u e h - e h u a n  ( g o l d  m e d a l l l s t  a t  

t h e  F o u r t h  W o r l d  Y o u t h  a n d  s t u d e n t s  
F e s t i v a l  in  B u c h a r e s t )  

Mar .  30 a t  I0 a .m. ,  People ' s  Thea t r e  
M a r .  39 a t  7:15 p .m . ,  Capital Thea t r e  

S P O R T S  

• N A T I O N A L  F I R S T - D I V I S I O N  F O O T B A L L  
C H A M P I O N S H I P S  P e k i n g .  1957 n a t i o n a l  
c h a m p i o n s ,  v .  C h e n g t u  P h y s l c a l  E d u c a t i o n  
I n s t i t u t e ,  r u n n e r - u p  i n  t h e  1957 s e c o n d -  
d i v i s i o n  c h a m p i o n s h i p s .  

Mar .  30 a t  P e k i n g  S t a d i u m  

B A S E B A L L ,  s e l e c t i o n  t r i a l s  f o r  P e k i n g  
c i t y  t e a m .  

M a r .  30 a t  9 a .m . ,  T! T a n  S t a d i u m  
• C I T Y  G Y M N A S T I C S  C H A M P I O N S H I P S  

Mar .  29 & 30 a t  S h l h  Cha Hal G y m n a s i u m  

C H E S S  

• W E I  CHI (GO) C O N T E S T S - -  E x h i b i t i o n  
m a t c h e s  b e t w e e n  H u a n g  Y u n g - e h i ,  1957 E a s t  
C h i n a  c h a m p i o n ,  a n d  P e k i n g  c h e s s - m a s t e r s  
K u o  T i - s h e n g ,  T s u l  Y u n - c h i h ,  Ch l  T s e n g - c h u ,  
e tc .  E v e r y d a y  f r o m  1 p .m .  to  9 p .m .  t i l l  
A p r i l .  A l l  c h e s s - l o v e r s  w e l c o m e d .  

At  t h e  P e k i n g  C h e s s  R e s e a r c i l  S o c i e t y  

B O A T I N G  

Spring is here] Boating on the lakes in 
Peihai Park and Shih Cha HaL 8:90 a.m. to 
6:30 p.m., and at the Summer palace, 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. 
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I t  p a ~ s  to use our m a c h i n e s . . . .  

Eff ic ient  • Sturdy 
Smooth in operat ion • Economical 

to run • Low priced 

Auf~omaf:ic Nail-Making 
Machine 

Output" 

½" -- 4" length 

350- 600 pieces / min. 

Non-slip Continuous Wire- 
Drawing Machine 

Output : 

DSA gauge 14-20 
drawing speed: 219 m/rain. 

D5C gauge 3-12 
drawing speed: 134 m,/min. 

We'll be glad to fill your trial order/ 

CHINA NATIONAL TRANSPORT MACHINE IMPORT CORPORATION 
( Import and Export ) 

Head Office: Erh Li Kou, I--Isichiao, Peking, China 

Tientsin Branch: 171 Chien Shieh Road, Tientsin 

- Cable Address: TRANSMACFI PEKING 

- Cable Address: TRANSMACI"I TIENTSIN 


