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Getting Down to Fundamentals 

I N this enlarged issue of Peking Review, we print the full texts 
of the communique and resolutions of the Sixth Plenary Ses- 

sion of the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist  Party.  
These documents shed a great deal of light on the current  
developments in our country and give the reader essential back- 
ground" knowledge without  which it would be ext remely difficult 
to follow the political and economic trends in China intelligently. 

The resolution on the people's communes is part icularly 
enlightening. It clears up a lot of confused thinking and 
misconceptions on this subject. 

Profound changes have taken place in the vast countryside 
since the people's commune was first established. The resolu- 
tion defines the people's commune as the basic unit  of China's 
socialist social fabric and state structure, the best form for effect- 
ing the transition in China" from socialist collective ownership 
to socialist ownership by the whole people and from socialist 
society to communist  society. 

The task now facing the entire Chinese people is to develop 
the productive forces at top speed through the people's com- 
munes, to advance the industrialization of the country, the 
mechanization and electrification of agriculture and bring about 
the gradual transition from socialist collective ownership to so- 
cialist ownership by the whole people and in this way  steadily 
build China up into a great socialist land with a highly developed 
modern industry,  agriculture, science and culture. This will 
probably take 15, 20 or more years, counting from now. 

The resolution clearly explains the relations of the different 
stages of development of China's socialist construction. It points 
out that  the change from farming co-ops to people's communes, 
the transit ion from socialist collective ownership to socialist 
ownership by the whole people and the transition from socialism 
to communism are inter-related and yet  distinct stages. It fur- 
ther stresses that  the change f rom socialist collective ownership 
to socialist ownership by the whole people is not the same thing 
as the transit ion f rom socialism to communism. Still less is the 
change f rom farming co-ops to people's communes the same thing 
as the transit ion f rom socialism to communism. 

On the question of transition from socialism to communism, 
the resolution affirms that  the Marxist-Leninist  theory of unin- 
terrupted revolution sees no "Great  Wall" between socialism 
and communism, but the Marxist-Leninist  theory of the develop- 
ment  of revolution by stages teaches that  different stages 
should not be confused. Therefore, we must  not mark  time at 
the socialist stage, but nei ther  should we drop into the Utopian 
dream of skipping the socialist stage and jumping over to the 
communist  stage. 

The Sixth Plenary  Session also summed up the main 
experience of the development of the national economy in 1958. 
The big leap forward this year has fully proved the soundness 
of the policy of "walking on two legs" rather  than dragging slong 
on one leg or one and a half legs. These two legs are: the 
simultaneous development of industry and agriculture, of heavy 
and light industry,  of national and local industries, of big enter- 
prises and medium and small enterprises, of modern and home- 
style methods of production. The experience thus gained teaches 
the Chinese people how to build socialism with greater, faster, 
better and more economical results. 



ROUND THE WEEK 

The Nation Discusses Chairman 
Mac's Proposal 

I t  w as  a n  " i n s i d e  s t o r y "  s h a r e d  by  650 
mi l l i on  people.  A w e e k  b e f o r e  t h e  
dec i s ion  o n  C h a i r m a n  Ma o  T s e - t u n g ' s  
p roposa l  no t  to  b e  r e n o m i n a t e d  fo r  
C h a i r m a n s h i p  of t h e  Peop le ' s  R e p u b l i c  
a p p e a r e d  in t h e  p ress  on  D e c e m b e r  18 
(see p. 9), m e n ,  w o m e n  a n d  c h i l d r e n  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  w e r e  d i scuss ing  
it. T h i s  w a s  ,no g r a p e v i n e  affair .  In  a l l  
p laces  of work ,  in  e v e r y  t o w n  a n d  
vi l lage,  m e e t i n g s  w e r e  co~avened to r e -  
po r t  t h e  n e w s  of C h a i r m a n  M a o ' s  p ro -  
posa l  a n d  t h e  dec i s ion  of t h e  C e n t r a l  
C o m m i t t e e  of t h e  C h i n e s e  C o m m u n i s t  
P a r t y .  T h e  i s sue  w a s  b r o u g h t  to t he  
peop le  for  d i scuss ion  so as  to  keep  t he  
peop le  fu l ly  i n f o r m e d  a n d  .not to h a v e  t h e  
n e w s  p u b l i s h e d  u ~ e x p e c t e d l y  a n d  to 
p r o v i d e  t h e  p e o p l e  w i t h  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  
to e x p r e s s  t h e i r  v i e w s  a n d  s e n t i m e n t s .  

A m a s s  a i r i n g  of v i e w s  wa s  ca l led  for  
a n d  is s t i l l  go ing  on. T h e  m e r e  f ac t  of 
th i s  d i scuss ion  on  a quest iow of t h e  
h i g h e s t  s t a t e  l eve l  ¢m s u c h  a m a s s  sca le  
is i t se l f  a u n i q u e  p iece  of h i s to ry .  I t  
te l ls  i ts  o w n  s to ry  a b o u t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
b e t w e e n  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  a n d  
g o v e r n m e n t  l e a d e r s h i p  a n d  t h e  people.  
I t  is a l i v ing  e x p r e s s i o n  of C h i n a ' s  d e m o c -  
r acy  in  ac t ion .  W h a t  a s t r i k i n g  c o n t r a s t  
i t  o f fe r s  to t h e  r ea l i t i e s  in  c a p i t a l i s t  coun-  
t r i es  w h e r e  po l i t i c i ans  i n  smoke- f i l l ed  
r o o m s  dec ide  such  ques t ions .  

A t  f irst ,  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  e l e m e n t  wa s  

n a t u r a l l y  h i g h  in  t h e  d iscuss ion .  M a n y  

peop le  f o u n d  i t  d i f f icu l t  to r econc i l e  
t h e m s e l v e s  to  t h e  idea  t h a t  t h e i r  b e l o v e d  
C h a i r m a n  Mao  w o u l d  no t  c o n t i n u e  to b e  
C h a i r m a n  of t h e  Peop le ' s  Republ ic .  B u t  
as t he  peop le  d i s cus sed  t h e  p ros  a n d  cons  
of t h e  p r o p o s a l  a n d  t he  C e n t r a l  C o m -  
m i t t e e  dec i s ion  w a s  e x p l a i n e d  in  de ta i l ,  
i t  was  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  in  c o n c e n t r a t i n g  
his  effor ts  as C h a i r m a n  of t h e  C o m -  
m u n i s t  Pa r ty ,  Mao  T s e - t u n g  w o u l d  con-  
ti, n u e  to c o n t r i b u t e  his  b r i l l i a n t  l e a d e r -  
sh ip  to t h e  s t a t e  a n d  a t  t he  s a m e  t i m e  
be  a b l e  to se t  a s ide  m o r e  t i m e  fo r  
M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t  t h e o r e t i c a l  work .  T h e y  
u .nders tood t h a t  C h a i r m a n  M a o ' s  p r o p o s a l  
b e t t e r  s e rves  t h e  l o n g - t e r m  a n d  f u n d a -  
m e n t a l  i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  C h i n e s e  P e o p l e ' s  
Repub l i c  a n d  t h e  people .  T h e  c o m p l e t e l y  
pos i t ive  n a t u r e  of t h e  p r o p o s a l  b e c a m e  
c l ea r  to a n  o v e r w h e l m i n g  m a j o r i t y .  
A s s e n t  a~nd e n d o r s e m e n t  e m e r g e d  as t he  
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p r e d o m i n a n t  .note of t h i s  m a s s  d e b a t e  in  
w h i c h  t h e  p e o p l e  a r e  s p e a k i n g  o u t  a n d  
h a v i n g  t h e i r  say  o n  t h e  h i g h e s t  a f fa i r s  
of s ta te .  

Richer Crops Next Year 
T h e  d r i v e  fo r  e v e n  r i c h e r  c rops  n e x t  

y e a r  is in  fu l l  swing .  By m i d - D e c e m -  
ber ,  deep  p lough ing ,  w h i c h  p r o v e d  a 
m o s t  p o t e n t  m e a s u r e  in  r a i s i n g  yie lds ,  
h a d  b e e n  c o m p l e t e d  on  750 m i l l i o n  m u  

of l and ,  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  of t h e  t a r g e t  se t  
fo r  th i s  w i n t e r  a n d  n e x t  sp r ing .  W o r k  
on  i r r i g a t i o n  p r o j e c t s  a n d  t h e  co l lec-  
t ion  a n d  m a k i n g  of compos t s  a r e  r e a c h -  
ing a l l - t i m e  records .  T h e  s u p e r i o r i t y  
of t h e  peop le ' s  c o m m u n e s  o v e r  f a r m  
co-ops is t a n g i b l y  m e a s u r a b l e  t h r o u g h -  
ou t  t he  coun t ry .  

C o n s i d e r a b l y  m o r e  e a r t h w o r k  wi l l  be  
d o n e  th i s  y e a r  t h a n  l a s t  w h i c h  a l r e a d y  
w a s  colossal .  W i t h  l a b o u r  p o w e r  f a r  
m o r e  e f f ec t i ve ly  o r g a n i z e d  b y  t h e  peo-  
p l e ' s  c o m m u n e s  a n d  a n  e a r l i e r  s t a r t  t h a n  
l a s t  year ,  t h e  e m p h a s i s  n o w  is on  tools  
r e f o r m  to r a i s e  l a b o u r  eff ic iency.  N e w l y  
i n v e n t e d  a n d  i m p r o v e d  tools  h a v e  
a l m o s t  r e p l a c e d  m a n u a l  l a b o u r  a t  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  s i tes  of t h e  h u g e  Tao  R i v e r  
p r o j e c t  ( m a i n  c a n a l  1,400 k i l o m e t r e s  
long) in  K a n s u  P r o v i n c e ,  n o r t h w e s t  
C h i n a .  T h e  m o r e  t h a n  200 k i n d s  of  n e w  
tools  i n v e n t e d  a n d  i m p r o v e d  by  t h e  
b u i l d e r s  i n c l u d e  s e l f - d u m p i n g  devices ,  
a u t o m a t i c  l oad ing  a n d  u n l o a d i r g  i m p l e -  
men t s ,  e a r t h  e x c a v a t i n g  a n d  t a m p i n g  
tools. 95,000 of  t h e s e  tools  a r e  in  use.  

A poster with the popular peasant slogan 
"Let the Mountains Be Conquered and 

the Rivers Give Way!" 

As a resu l t ,  100,000 people, instead of 
t h e  300,000 o r ig ina l l y  though t  necessary, 
a r e  w o r k i n g  on  t h e  projec t  and all the 
w o r k  q u o t a s  a r e  be ing  fulfilled. 

Peop l e ' s  c o m m u n e s  in Hunan  P~ov- 
ince  a r e  a c c u m u l a t i n g  composts in such 
q u a n t i t i e s  t h a t  " compos t  seas" and 
" m a n u r e  m o u n t a i n s "  a r e  now a common 
s u b j e c t  of  da i ly  speech.  

No t  on ly  a r e  g r e a t e r  quant i t ies  of 
f a r m s t e a d  compos t s  be ing  prepared, but 
c h e m i c a l  f e r t i l i ze r s  f rom the  communes' 
o w n  p l a n t s  a n d  g r e e n  m a n u r e  are also 
b e i n g  p r o d u c e d  in large quantities. 
E v e r y  peop le ' s  c o m m u n e  in Yuhang 
Coun ty ,  C h e k i a n g  Province ,  has  set up 
a n  a v e r a g e  of 650 home-made  chemical 
f e r t i l i z e r  p l an t s .  T h e  4,603 plants in 
t h e  c o u n t y  h a v e  a l r ead y  turned  out 3.75 
mi l l i o n  d a n  of chemica l  fertilizers and 
f ine m a n u r e - - a n  av e rag e  of 1,700 jin to 
e a c h  of t h e  c o u n t y ' s  220,000 m u  of land. 
B e c a u s e  of t h e  effect iveness  of these 
c h e m i c a l  f e r t i l i ze r s  an d  fine manure, they 
d o n ' t  h a v e  to  b e  appl ied  in very large 
q u a n t i t i e s  a n d  l a b o u r  is saved i n  trans- 
p o r t i n g  t h e m .  A n  on-the-spot  confer- 
e n c e  w a s  c o n v e n e d  in Yuhang  under the 
j o i n t  s p o n s o r s h i p  of the  Ministries of 
A g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  Chemica l  Industry to 
p o p u l a r i z e  t h e  m e t h o d s  employed there. 
Loca l  f e r t i l i z e r  p l a n t s  a re  mushrooming 
e v e r y w h e r e  a n d  i t  is es t imated  that tens 
of m i l l i ons  of t ons  of chemical  fertilizer 
wi l l  b e  p r o d u c e d  n e x t  year. 

A Varied Rural Economy 
F a r m  s ide - l ines  a r e  receiving a big 

boos t  t o d a y  as  t h e  people's communes 
i m p r o v e  t h e i r  l a b o u r  organization and 
set  u p  w o r k  t e a m s  specializing i~ sub- 
s i d i a r y  p r o d u c t i o n  as well  as industry 
a n d  ag r i cu l t u r e .  These  special teams 
a r e  no t  l i m i t i n g  themse lves  to the tradi- 
t i o n a l  f lour  mi l l ing ,  wine  brewing, oil 
p r e s s i n g  a n d  b e a n - c u r d  making, etc, but 
a r e  u n d e r t a k i n g  al l  sorts of things. In 
S h e n s i  P rov ince ,  f ibres of plants that 
g r o w  wi ld  in the  mounta ins  are being 
col lec ted  a n d  ut i l ized for the first time. 
C o m m u n e s  in  P ing l i  County, where the 
p e a s a n t s  s e l d o m  engaged i,n subsidiary 
p r o d u c t i o n  in t h e  past ,  are now breeding 
horses ,  d o n k e y s ,  goats,  rabbits,  fish, bees 
a n d  t u s s a h s ,  etc. in t roduced from In~er 
Mongol ia ,  S z e c h u a n  and other places. 

T h e  peop le ' s  communes  are also going 
in to  i ~ d u s t r y  on  a~ increasing scale. 
" T h r e e  s t a r s  t h a t  sh ine"  is the way 
C h i n e s e  p e a s a n t s  extol  the flourishing of 
r u r a l  i n d u s t r y ,  ag r icu l tu re  and the side- 
l ines  in  t h e  people ' s  communes. In their 
ef for t s  to  deve lop  a var ied economy, the 
peop le ' s  c o m m u n e s  in Tzuhsing County, 
H u n a ~  P rov ince ,  have  set up 273 ne'# 
f a c t o r i e s  a n d  workshops  in a single 
m o n t h .  T h e  w a y  commune- run  industry 



and a g r i c u l t u r e  s u p p o r t  e ach  o t h e r  is 
vividly s h o w n  here .  T h e  n e w l y  b u i l t  
factories a n d  w o r k s h o p s  h a v e  a l r e a d y  
produced 2.5 m i l l i on  j i n  of s t a r c h  f r o m  
sweet po ta toes  g r o w n  loca l ly  a n d  h a v e  
turned ou t  s o m e  50,000 f a r m  tools. T h e  
communes '  i r o n - s m e l t i n g  f u r n a c e s  a r e  
getting t h e i r  fue l  supp l i e s  f r o m  t h e  
special s ide - l ines  t e a m  t h a t  ha s  p r o d u c e d  
over one  mi l l i on  j i n  of c h a r c o a l  in  t h e  
past m o n t h .  To speed  u p  r u r a l  c a p i t a l  
construct ion,  t he  h y d r o - e l e c t r i c  p o w e r  
station be ing  b u i l t  on  the  ,nearby Tu.ng- 
chiang R i v e r  h a s  b e e n  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  
700,000 b a m b o o  poles  a n d  50,000 cub ic  
metres of t im be r .  

By m a r k e t i n g  i ts  i n d u s t r i a l  a n d  sub -  
sidiary p roduc t s ,  t h e  L a n s h i  Peop le ' s  
Commune  in th i s  c o u n t y  r ece ived  360,000 
yuan i~ ca sh  w h i c h  .not on ly  c o v e r e d  t h e  
commune ' s  m o n t h l y  w a g e  bill ,  b u t  a lso 
enabled  i t  to a c q u i r e  50 r u b b e r - t y r e d  
carts, 5 m i l l i on  j i n  of l i m e  a.nd o t h e r  
capital  goods. Al so  o u t  of th i s  sum,  5,000 
jackets,  800 co t ton  qui l t s ,  r a i n c o a t s  a n d  
stockings h a v e  b e e n  b o u g h t  for  n e e d y  
members .  

By d e v e l o p i n g  a v a r i e d  economy,  t he  
people 's  c o m m u ~ e s  a r e  c o n s o l i d a t i n g  
themse lves  a n d  b r i n g i n g  t h e i r  m e m b e r s  
a b e t t e r  life. 

Worker-Philosophers 
W o r k e r s  w r i t i n g  on  p h i l o s o p h y  

tha t ' s  a n e w  p h e n o m e n o n  in t h e  Ch i -  
nese press .  A bo i l e r  r e p a i r m a n ,  a d r ive r ,  
an e l ec t r i c i an  a n d  a job  r e p a i r m a n - - a l l  
f rom the  m i n i n g  t o w n  of T a n g s h a n  in  
Hopei P r o v i n c e - - a r e  t h e  c o - a u t h o r s  of 
a v iv id ly  w r i t t e n  a n d  c a r e f u l l y  r e a s o n e d  
edi tor ia l  t h a t  a p p e a r e d  in  Gongren 
Ribao ( W o r k e r s '  Daily,  o r g a n  of t h e  Al l -  
China  F e d e r a t i o n  of T r a d e  Un ions )  on  
December  12, 1958, u n d e r  t he  t i t l e  " S t u d y  
Phi losophy,  Use  P h i l o sophy ,  L e c t u r e  on  
Ph i losophy . "  T h e  a u t h o r s  a r e  C h e n  
You-kuei ,  C h e n  L ien-yu ,  T u n g  K u e i - s e n  
and C h a n g  C h i h - h u e i .  

This  w a s  t he  f i rs t  t i m e  o r d i n a r y  w o r k -  
ers h a d  eve r  w r i t t e n  a n  ed i t o r i a l  for  a 
na t iona l  n e w s p a p e r .  B u t  i t  c e r t a i n l y  
will  no t  b e  t h e  last .  I l l i t e r acy  a m o n g  
the  w o r k e r s ,  a l egacy  of t h e  pas t ,  is  
being r a p i d l y  w i p e d  out.  S ince  t h e  f i rs t  
ph i losophy  s t u d y  g r o u p  w a s  f o r m e d  b y  
sh ipbu i ld ing  w o r k e r s  in  S h a n g h a i  l a s t  
June,  w o r k e r s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  
have  t a k e n  to  t h e  s t u d y  of p h i l o s o p h y  
en masse .  In  a s i n g l e  m o n t h ,  s o m e  3,000 
ph i losophy  s t u d y  g r o u p s  w e r e  o r g a n i z e d  
in H a r b i n  a l o n e  w i t h  70,000 w o r k e r s  
t ak ing  pa r t .  P r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  w o r k e r s  a t  
the  S t a t e - O w n e d  No. 1 C o t t o n  Mil l  in  
Shensi  a r e  s t u d y i n g  ph i losophy .  

Dia lec t ica l  m a t e r i a l i s m  is t he  w o r k i n g  
class'  o w n  ph i losophy ,  the  s u m m a r y  of 

e x p e r i e n c e s  in  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  t h e  c lass  
s t r u g g l e  w i t h  w h i c h  t h e  w o r k e r s  a re  in  
da i ly  con tac t .  T h e r e  are ,  of course ,  d i f -  
f icult ies.  B u t  t h e  w o r k e r s  t r e a t  d i f -  
f icul t ies  in  t h e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  way.  
"Di f f i cu l t i es  a r e  l ike  sp r ings , "  says  t h e  

a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d  edi tor ia l ,  " w h e n  you  
p ress  h a r d  a g a i n s t  t h e m ,  t hey  wi l l  coil  
b a c k ;  w h e n  you  a re  s ca red  a n d  t r y  to 
avo id  t h e m ,  t h e y  wi l l  s p r i n g  r i g h t  i n to  
you r  face . "  I t  is the  f o r m e r  a t t i t u d e  

t h a t  m o s t  of t h e  w o r k e r s  a re  adop t ing .  

P h i l o s o p h y  is p u t  to good use. W o r k -  
e rs  a t  t h e  Q i u x i n  S h i p y a r d  in  S h a n g -  
hai ,  w h o  s t a r t e d  t h e  ba l l  ro l l ing  in t h e  
m o v e m e n t  to s t u d y  ph i losophy ,  a n a l y s e d  
a.nd so lved  " c o n t r a d i c t i o n s "  in  t h e i r  
w o r k  a n d  s h o r t e n e d  t h e  t i m e  for  the  con-  
s t r u c t i o n  of a t r a w l e r  f r o m  351 to 82 
days.  

M a n y  of t h e  w o r k e r s  h a v e  b e c o m e  
t h e o r y - m i n d e d .  " T h e  l eap  f o r w a r d  in  
p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of b a l a n c e , "  
" t h e  d ia lec t i c s  o[ oppos i t e s  a n d  t h e  u n i t y  
of q u a n t i t y  a n d  q u a l i t y "  a re  a m o n g  t h e  
s u b j e c t s  s t u d i ed  by  w o r k e r s  a t  t h e  
M u t a n c h i a n g  C e m e n t  P l a n t  in  n o r t h e a s t  
Ch ina .  T h e s e  w o r k e r s  h a v e  a l r e a d y  
w r i t t e n  m o r e  t h a n  100 d i s se r t a t i ons .  

W o r k e r s  a r e  l e c t u r i n g  on  p h i l o s o p h y  
too. T h e  fou r  a u t h o r s  of t h e  Gongren 
Ribao ed i to r i a l  a re  al l  w o r k e r - l e c t u r e r s .  
T h e y  l e c t u r e d  to g o v e r n m e n t  cadres ,  
soldiers ,  p ro fes so r s  a n d  s t u d e n t s  as  we l l  
as  to fe l low w o r k e r s .  " T h e  w o r k e r s  a r e  
r ea l ly  b r i l l i an t .  I a m  g lad  to b e  a s t u d e n t  
of t h e i r s , "  r e m a r k e d  a col lege  p ro fe s so r  
a f t e r  h a v i n g  a t t e n d e d  one  of t h e  l ec tu res .  

More Savings Deposits 
A big j u m p  in s av in g s  depos i t s  is o n e  

of t he  s igns  of r i s ing  i n c o m e  these  days.  
A t  t h e  e n d  of N o v e m b e r ,  to t a l  u r b a n  
depos i t s  s tood a t  4,023 mi l l i on  y u a n  com-  
p a r e d  w i t h  2,723 mi l l ion  y u a n  a t  t h e  
e n d  of N c v e m b e r  l a s t  year .  R u r a l  de-  
pos i t s  a m o u n t e d  to 3,080 mi l l i on  y u a n .  
T h e  i n c r e a s e  in to t a l  depos i t s  in  t h e  
f i rs t  e l e v e n  m o n t h s  of t h i s  y e a r  is  m o r e  
t h a n  fou r  t i m e s  t h e  a v e r a g e  a n n u a l  in -  
c r e a s e  d u r i n g  t h e  F i r s t  F i v e - Y e a r  P l a n  
(1953-1957). T h e  n u m b e r  of depos i t  ac-  
c o u n t s  a lso  r e g i s t e r e d  a s h a r p  i n c r e a s e  
in  t h e  per iod .  In  scores  of coun t i e s ,  
e v e r y  p e a s a n t  h o u s e h o l d  h a s  s o m e t h i n g  
in  t h e  b a n k .  In  m a n y  g o v e r n m e n t  
offices, f ac to r i e s  a n d  o t h e r  o rgan i za t i ons ,  
a l l  e m p l o y e e s  h a v e  depos i t  accounts .  

T h e  r a p i d  r i se  in  i n d u s t r i a l  a n d  ag r i -  
c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  h a s  r e s u l t e d  in  in -  
c r e a s e d  e a r n i n g s  a n d  f a m i l y  i n c o m e s  
h a v e  b e c o m e  l a r g e r  as  m o r e  .and m o r e  
w o m e n  t a k e  p a r t  in  p r o d u c t i v e  a n d  com-  
m u n i t y  work .  

1 . 3 - 8  
W h e n  l i t e r a t u r e  s t u d e n t s  a t  P e k i n g  

U n i v e r s i t y  co l lec t ive ly  p r o d u c e d  A His- 
tory o] Chinese Literature--a h u g e  t w o -  
vo lume ,  780 ,000-charac te r  s t u d y  con-  
s i d e r ed  one  of t h e  be s t  of i t s  k i n d  e v e r  
w r i t t e n ,  c o m p l e t e d  a n d  p u b l i s h e d  in  t h e  
r e c o r d  t i m e  of less  t h a n  two  m o n t h s  
t h e y  w e r e  so i m m e r s e d  in  t h e  job  t h a t  
t h e y  r e f u s e d  t o  t a k e  p r o p e r  res t .  T h e  
u n i v e r s i t y ' s  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  c o m m i t t e e  
m e m b e r s  h a d  to lock  t h e m  ou t  of t h e i r  
s tud ies  a n d  c h a s e  t h e m  to bed.  

S t u d e n t s  in  t h e  big  l e ap  f o r w a r d ,  in -  
sp i red  by  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y ' s  g e n e r a l  
l ine  of soc ia l i s t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  t h e  
fine e x a m p l e s  of t h e  w o r k e r s  a n d  peas -  
an t s ,  t h r e w  t h e m s e l v e s  in to  w o r k  a n d  
p e r f o r m e d  rea l  w o n d e r s .  T h e y  m a d e  a n  
e x p e r i m e n t a l  a tomic  r eac to r ,  e l ec t ro -  
s t a t i c  acce le ra to r s ,  e l ec t ron i c  c o m p u t e r s  
a n d  a hos t  of o t h e r  p r o d u c t s  of m o d e r n  
t e c h n o l o g y  (Peking Review, No. 37, p.4). 
T h e y  took  p a r t  in  m a n u a l  l a b o u r  w i t h  
g r e a t  zest.  In  do ing  so, m a n y  w o r k e d  
t h r o u g h  to t h e  w e e  h o u r s  of t h e  m o r n -  
ing a n d  b e y o n d  a n d  neg l ec t ed  p r o p e r  
rest .  W h i l e  l a u d i n g  t h e i r  e n t h u s i a s m ,  
the  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a r e  
a d o p t i n g  m e a s u r e s  tO see  to i t  t h a t  
s t u d e n t s  ge t  su f f i c ien t  r e s t  a n d  i n t e g r a t e  
t h e i r  s tud ies ,  p r o d u c t i v e  l a b o u r  a n d  
scient i f ic  r e s e a r c h  in a m o r e  r a t i o n a l  
way .  

U n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  P a r t y  
o rgan i za t i on ,  t h e  t e a c h i n g  s taff  a n d  
s t u d e n t s  of P e k i n g  U n i v e r s i t y ,  a f t e r  a 
n e w  r o u n d  of a i r i n g  of v iews ,  d e b a t e s  
a n d  d iscuss ions ,  h a v e  dec ided  to  c a r r y  
o u t  t h e  1-3-8 sys tem,  i.e. t h e r e  wi l l  b e  
o n e  m o n t h  of vaca t i on ,  t h r e e  m o n t h s  o f  
p r o d u c t i v e  l a b o u r  a n d  e i g h t  m o n t h s  of  
s t u d y  e v e r y  year .  Fo r ty - f i ve  h o u r s  in  
t h e  w e e k  wi l l  b e  d e v o t e d  to s t ud i e s  a n d  
scient i f ic  r e s e a r c h ,  e i g h t  h o u r s  to pro-  
d u c t i v e  l abour ,  s ix to phys i ca l  exerc i ses  
a n d  s e v e n  to g roup  m e e t i n g s  a n d  rec-  
r ea t ion .  S t r e s s  is b e i n g  la id  on  g u a r a n -  
t ee ing  e igh t  h o u r s  of s leep  e v e r y  day  a n d  
free t i m e  on  Sundays .  

S i m i l a r  s y s t e m s  a r e  b e i n g  i n t r o d u c e d  
in  o t h e r  u n i v e r s i t i e s  a n d  colleges.  B u t  
t h e r e  a re  m i n o r  v a r i a t i o n s  due  to d i f -  
f e r e n c e s  in  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  e.g. some  
h a v e  a 1-2-9 s y s t e m ;  o t h e r s  h a v e  a 1-4-7 
sys tem.  In  t h e  ca se  of t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  
of ph i losophy ,  for  e x a m p l e ,  w h i c h  ha s  
m o v e d  to  t h e  peop le ' s  c o m m u n e s  in t h e  
c o u n t r y s i d e  fo r  c lose r  c o n t a c t  w i t h  r ea l -  
i ty,  t h e  s y s t e m  n a t u r a l l y  does  no t  app ly  
s t r ic t ly .  S i n c e  t h i s  is on ly  t h e  beg in -  
n i n g  of a n e w  sys tem,  i t  is  b e i n g  t r i e d  
ou t  a n d  wi l l  be i m p r o v e d  in  t h e  l i gh t  
of m o r e  expe r i ence .  B u t  t h e  e m p h a s i s  
n o w  is c lea r :  p r o p e r  a n d  suf f ic ien t  rest .  



COMMUNIQUE OF THE SIXTH PLENARY SESSION 
OF THE EIGHTH CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF 

THE CHINESE COMMUNIST PARTY 

The following communique was issued on December 17, 1958. - -Ed.  

T HE Sixth P lenary  Session of the Eighth Central  Com- 
mit tee  of the Chinese Communis t  Pa r ty  Was held in 

Wuchang f rom November  28 to December  10, 1958. 

The Session was held under  the guidance of Comrade  
Mao Tse-tung. I t  was a t tended by 84 m e m b e r s  of the 
Central  Commit tee  including Liu Shao-chi, Chou En-lai, 
Chu Teh, Chert Yun, Lin Piao, Teng Hsiao-ping, Lin Po-  
chu, Tung Pi-wu, Peng Chen, Lo Jung-huan ,  Chen Yi, Li 
Fu-chun, Peng Teh-huai,  Liu Po-cheng, Ho Lung, Li Hsien-  
nien, Ko Ching-shih, Li Ching-chuan and Tan Chen-lin, 
and 82 a l ternate  m em ber s  of the Central  Commit tee .  
Leading comrades of var ious depar tmen t s  of the Central  
Commit tee  concerned and first secretaries of the Pa r ty  
committees  of various provinces, municipali t ies and auton-  
omous regions, who are not  member s  or a l ternate  m e m -  
bers of the Central  Commit tee ,  were  also present.  

Between November  2 and 10, before the Sixth P lenary  
Session of the Central  Commit tee  was held, Comrade  Mao 
Tse- tung had called a meet ing in Chengchow which was 
at tended by some of the leading comrades of the Pa r ty  
centre and some of the leading comrades in various local- 
ities. Later,  between November  21 and 27, he called 
another  meet ing in Wuchang which was at tended by 
some of the leading comrades of the Pa r ty  centre and the 
first secretaries of the Pa r ty  commit tees  of the var ious 
provinces, municipali t ies and autonomous  regions. These 
two meet ings  prepared  for the P lenary  Session. 

The main i tems on the agenda of the Sixth P lenary  
Session of the Eighth Central  Commit tee  were:  the ques-  
tion of the people 's  communes ;  the question of the 
national economic plan for 1959; and  the question 
of not nominat ing Comrade  Mao Tse- tung as candi- 
date for Cha i rman  of the People 's  Republic of China 
for the nex t  term. In addition, the Session also dis- 
cussed the question of improving  the financial and t rade 
adminis t ra t ive  systems in the rural  areas, and the in ter-  
national  situation. After  full and thoroughgoing discus- 
sions at group meet ings and plenary  meetings,  the P lenary  
Session adopted the re levant  resolutions. Comrade  Mao 
Tse- tung made impor tan t  speeches at the meetings.  

The Sixth P lenary  Session of the Eighth Central  Com- 
mit tee  adopted a "Resolution on Some Questions Concern-  

ing the People 's  Communes ."  The resolution evaluated 
very  highly the movemen t  to set up people's communes 
which has developed in China 's  rural  areas in the past 
f ew months  and considered this to be an event of great 
historic significance. The resolution elaborated a series 
of questions concerning the people 's  communes from the 
s tandpoint  of theory and policy. It  provided for the cor- 
rect direction of the deve lopment  of the people's communes, 
the principles of production of the communes,  the intro- 
duction of a distr ibution sys tem which combines the wage 
system and the free supply system, organizing:the peo- 
ple 's  producLion and life, car ry ing through the organiza- 
tional principle of democrat ic  central ism and strengthen- 
ing the Pa r ty ' s  leading role and developing the mass line 
and a practical  and realistic style of work. The resolu- 
tion called on Pa r ty  commit tees  of var ious levels to make 
the best use of the five months  f rom December this year 
to nex t  April  to check up on and consolidate the people's 
communes  in their  own areas in close co-ordination with 
the production ta3ks for this winter  and the coming spring. 

T HE Sixth P lenary  Session of the Eighth Central Com- 
mi t tee  summed  up the main  experiences of the growth 

of our nat ional  economy in 1958 and laid down the prin- 
ciples for the development  of the national  economy in 
1959. It  pointed out tha t  great  victories without prec- 
edent  had been scored in the development  of China's 
nat ional  economy in 1958. According to present  estimates 
of the output  of industrial  and agricul tural  products for 
1958, steel will be increased f rom 5.35 million tons in 
1957 to about  11 million tons; coal f rom 130 million tons 
in 1957 to about  270 million tons; machine-tools from 
28,000 units in 1957 to a round 90,000 units; grain from 
185 million tons in 1957 to about  375 million tons; and 
cotton f rom 1.64 million tons in 1957 to about  3.35 million 
tons. The output  of other  impor tan t  industrial  and agri- 
cultural  products  will also register  great  increases. 

It  is es t imated that  the total  value of industrial and 
agricul tural  output  in 1958 will increase by about 70 per 
cent compared  to 1957, while in 1957 it increased by only 
68 per  cent compared  to 1952. The revenue  in 1958 will 
increase by 14,000 million yuan  compared  with 1957, while 
the increase in 1957 was only 13,400 million yuan corn- 



pared to 1952; inves tments  in capital  construct ion in 1958 

will e x c e e d  22,000 mill ion yuan,  near ly  half  of the total  

investment  of 49,200 mil l ion yuan  dur ing  the whole of 

the Fi rs t  F ive-Year  Plan.* 

The P lena ry  Session pointed out tha t  the 1958 great  

leap forward  in indus t r ia l  and agr icu l tura l  product ion and 

in the fields of science, cul ture  and education,  the great  
rise in the socialist  and communis t  consciousness of the 

masses and the high t ide of deve lopment  of the people 's  

communes dur ing the summer  and au tumn of this year,  

are great  victories for the Pa r ty ' s  genera l  line for  socialist 

construction and the great  frui ts  of the rect i f icat ion cam- 
paign among the whole people. The achievements  in 

economic construct ion in our country  are inseparab ly  

linked with  the assistance of the Soviet  Union and other 
fraternal  countries.  The deve lopment  of our nat ional  

economy by leaps and bounds this year  has proved the 

correctness of the whole group of policies laid down by 

the Pa r ty :  the policy of s imul taneous  development  of in- 
dustry and agr icul ture  on the basis of giving pr ior i ty  to 

heavy indus t ry ;  the policy of s imul taneous  deve lopment  

of heavy and l ight  industr ies ;  the policy of effecting an 
overall leap fo rward  on the indus t r ia l  f ront  wi th  steel 

as the key l ink;  the policy of s imul taneous  development  
of nat ional  and local industr ies ;  the policy of s imul taneous  

development of large enterpr ises  and medium-s ized  and 

small enterpr ises ;  the policy of s imul taneous ly  employing 

modern and indigenous  methods  of p r o d u c t i o n ,  and the 
policy of combining central ized leadership  wi th  a fu!l- 

scale mass movement  in i n d u s t r y - - i n  a word, the policy 

of walk ing  on two legs and not  on one or one and a 
half legs. The great  leap fo rward  in our indus t r ia l  and 

agricultural  product ion  in 1958 is a great  practice. 

Through this pract ice,  we have not  only found a broad 

way to bui ld socialism with  greater ,  faster,  be t te r  and 

more economical  results,  but  also gained rich exper ience 
in march ing  along this broad  way. This wil l  make  it 

possible for us not only to cont inue the leap forward  in 
1959 but  to do much bet ter .  

T HE P lena ry  Session poin ted  out tha t  on the basis of 
the great  victories  and r ich exper iences  gained in 

1958, it  is necessary in car ry ing  on socialist  economic con- 

struction in 1959 to cont inue to oppose conservat ism,  do 

away with  bl ind faith, strictly, car ry  out the Par ty ' s  

general l ine for socialist construct ion,  cont inue to carry  

out the policies of s imul taneous ly  developing indus-  

try and agr icul ture ,  heavy  and l ight  industr ies ,  nat ional  
and local industr ies ,  and large enterpr ises  and med ium-  
sized and small  enterpr ises ,  of s imul taneous ly  employing  

modern and indigenous  methods  of product ion;  to con- 

tinue to car ry  out in indus t ry  the policy of achieving an 
all-round fo rward  leap with steel as the key l ink and the 
policy of combining centra l ized leadership  wi th  a full-  

scale mass movement .  At  the same time, it is necessary 

to endeavour  to put  economic p lanning  on a completely 

reliable basis, and to ma in ta in  sui table  propor t ions  be tween 

* 1953-1957. - -  Ed. 
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the var ious  targets  in accordance with  the object ive law 

of the propor t iona te  deve lopment  of the var ious  branches 

of the nat ional  economy. In line wi th  these policies and 

principles,  the P lena ry  Session of the Centra l  Commit tee  

put  forward  the fol lowing main targets  for development  

of the nat ional  economy in 1959: steel output  to be in-  
creased f rom the es t imated  amount  of about  11 mill ion 

tons this year  to about  18 mil l ion tons; coal output  will  
be increased f rom the es t imated  amount  of about  270 

mil l ion tons this year  to about  380 mil l ion tons; gra in  

output  will be increased f rom the es t imated  amount  of 

about  375 mil l ion tons this yea r  to about  525 mil l ion tons; 

and cotton output  will  be increased f rom the es t imated  
amount  of about  3.35 mil l ion tons this year  to about  5 

mil l ion tons. The P lena ry  Session ins t ructed  the depar t -  

ments  responsible  to work  out  the 1959 plan for develop-  
ment  of the nat ional  economy in the l ight  of these main  

targets  and in accordance with  the needs of deve lopment  

of the nat ional  economy as a whole in 1959 and the 
mate r ia l  and technical  condit ions of our country,  and to 

submit  the plan to the Fi rs t  Session of the Second Na- 

t ional  People 's  Congress for  discussion and adoption.  

In the spir i t  of the thesis consis tent ly  advocated by 

Comrade  Mao Tse- tung tha t  we should scorn difficulties 
s t ra tegical ly  but  pay full  a t ten t ion  to them tactically,  and 
tha t  boundless  en thus iasm should go hand in hand with  

scientific analysis,  the P l ena ry  Session pointed out that  
to br ing the 1959 nat ional  economic plan to realizat ion,  

we must  continue to oppose conservat ism, get r id of bl ind 
fai th  and advocate  boldness in thinking,  speech and action; 
go all out, aim high and defy difficulties s t ra teg ica l ly . .  

These are inflexible principles.  

In the meant ime,  we must  pay  full  a t tent ion  to dif- 
ficulties tact ical ly and pursue  a good, solid style of work 
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that  displays energy, perseverance  and ingenui ty ,  fix t a r -  

gets in a fo rward- looking  way  and take  measures  that  

wil l  more than guaran tee  its fulfi lment,  insist  on careful  

calculation of the facts, good organizat ion and inspec- 

tion, and oppose exaggera t ion  and concealment  of short-  

comings. Economic work  must  be done wi th  ever  g rea te r  

care and conform complete ly  or as near ly  as possible to 

reali ty.  

The P l ena ry  Session also poin ted  out  tha t  to car ry  

out the plan for 1959, it  is necessary to pers is t  in pu t t ing  

politics in command,  to re ly  on the masses, follow the 

mass l ine and organize mass movements  in construct ion;  

the ent i re  P a r t y  and all the people must  make  concerted 

efforts, and all  pa r t i a l  and local in teres ts  must  be subor-  

d inated to the in teres ts  of the whole. 

The P l ena ry  Session considered tha t  the nat ional  eco- 

nomic plan for 1959 worked  out in the l ight  of the above 

main  ta rge ts  will  be a grea t  leap fo rward  plan. The 
P lena ry  Session called on the e n t i r e  P a r t y  and all the 

people to uni te  as one, march heroical ly  along the t r i um-  

phant  road of 1958 for the complet ion and overfulf i lment  of 

the na t ional  economic plan for  1959 and, in the decisive 

year  of the three  yea rs '  ha rd  batt le ,  achieve a g rea te r  

leap fo rward  than in 1958. The P lena ry  Session was con- 

fident tha t  the people of our count ry  will  accomplish this 
glorious task. 

A FTER full  and a l l - round considerat ion,  the S ix th  

P l ena ry  Session of the Eighth  Cent ra l  Commit tee  

decided to approve  the proposal  of Comrade  Man Tse- tung 

not to s tand as candida te  for Cha i rman  of the People 's  

Republic of China for  the next  t e rm of office. The decision 

taken by the P lena ry  Session in this connection points  out  

that  this is a comple te ly  posi t ive proposal .  Because, re l in-  
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quishing his dut ies  as Cha i rman  of the state and working 

solely as Cha i rman  of the Centra l  Commit tee  of the Party, 

Comrade  Man Tse- tung will  be enabled to concentrate his 
energies  all the be t t e r  on deal ing with  questions of the 

direction,  pol icy and line of the Pa r ty  and the state; he will 

also be enabled to set aside more  t ime for Marxist-Leninist 
theoret ical  work,  wi thout  affecting his continued leading 

role in the work  of the state. This will  be in the better 

in teres ts  of the ent i re  P a r t y  and of all the people of the 
country.  

The P lena ry  Session adopted  a decision to improve the 

financial  and  t rade admin i s t r a t ive  systems in the rural 

areas. This decision, a f te r  being discussed and approved 

by the Sta te  Council,  wil l  be publ ished jointly by the 
Centra l  Commit tee  of the Communis t  Pa r ty  of China and 
the Sta te  Council. 

T HE Sixth  P lenary  Session of the Eighth Central Commit- 

tee also discussed the in te rna t iona l  situation. It pointed 

out tha t  recent  developments  in the internat ional  situation 

have fu r the r  confirmed the fact that  the forces of peace 

are s t ronger  than the forces of war;  that  the progressive 
forces are s t ronger  than the reac t ionary  forces. These de- 

ve lopments  have fu r the r  inspi red  the people all over the 
world and all who cherish peace, advocate peaceful co- 

existence and do not  wan t  war,  and have isolated the war- 

makers  more than ever. The imper ia l i s t  camp is rent by 

many  in terna l  contradict ions.  Their  so-called "unity" is 
now gradua l ly  heading  towards  its opposite; it is in the 
process of g radua l  dis integrat ion.  This process may ex- 

tend over a fa i r ly  tong period;  but  its general  trend is in- 
evitable.  

Confronted  with  the forces of peace, of socialism and 
of na t ional  revolut ion which are  growing stronger daily, 

AGRICULTURAL - - - - -  

gin 1959 (planned) 

18 

By Su  Li  

525 

3.35 
~ 5  

the imperial is ts  are panic- 

str icken.  They are having a 

tough t ime of it. The general 

character is t ic  of the interna- 

t ional  s i tuat ion is exactly as 

Comrade  Man Tse-tung stated 

at  this P lenary  Session: "The 

enemy rots with every pass- 
ing day, while for us things 

are get t ing bet ter  daily." 

The P lenary  Session point- 

ed out  that  the struggle of 
the people the world over for 
peace and liberation has made 
grea t  progress  in the past 

year.  The struggle of the 

peoples  in Asia, Africa and 

Latin America  against colo- 
nial ism and for national inde- 

pendence continues to surge 

ahead.  The recent reaction- 

a ry  coups d 'etat  in France 
and certain other countries 

a re  by no means indicative 



of the reactionaries'  strength, but  of their decay and weak- 
ness. They are playing the role of "teachers by negative ex- 
ample" for the people; the people are enabled to draw 

lessons from their react ionary activities and are forced 
to raise their level of understanding and strengthen 
their unity. No adventures or struggles by the imperialist 
madmen of war  and reactionaries can save them from final 
destruction. It will not  do for the U.S. imperialists to t ry  
to hang on in Taiwan; if the American aggressive forces 
do not wi thdraw of their own accord, then the day will 
eventually come when the Chinese on the mainland and in 
Taiwan will unite to drive them out. Similarly, it also will 
not do for the U.S. imperialists to t ry  to hang on in south 
Korea, south Viet-nam, Japan, the Philippines, West Berlin, 
West Germany, Western Europe, North Africa, the Middle 
East and other foreign mili tary bases; if the American 
aggressive forces do not wi thdraw of their own accord, 
then, similarly, the peoples of these countries will surely 
unite to drive them out. 

The Plenary Session noted with satisfaction that in 
the past year the socialist camp headed by the Soviet 
Union has grown even stronger and its uni ty has been 
consolidated even more firmly. All the efforts of the 
imperialist reactionaries and revisionists to sow discord, 
to  curse and to sabotage are doomed to failure. The Plenary 
Session was elated by the 1959-65 programme for devel- 
opment  of t h e ' n a t i o n a l  economy of the Soviet Union 
p r o p o s e d  by the Central Committee of the Communist  
Par ty  of the Soviet Union, and regarded this as a pro- 
gramme for communist  construction which is of great 
historic significance. It  represents the lofty aspirations 
and the splendid future  of progressive mankind. Its 
realization will greatly change the balance of forces in 
the world and be of great  benefit to mankind 's  cause of 
peace and the prevention of war. The Plenary Session 
expressed its firm conviction that  in the peaceful competi- 
tion between socialism and capitalism, socialism will surely 
emerge tr iumphant .  

Decision Approving Comrade Mao Tse-tung's 
Proposal on Chairmanship 

This decision was adopted by the Eighth Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of China at its Sixth Plenary Session on December 10. 
The Chairman of the People's Republic of China is electec~ by the National 
People's Congress Sot ~ term of four years. The forthcoming N.P.C. will 
elect the Chairman for the next term. reed. 

I N the past few years, Comrade Mao Tse-tung has more 
than once expressed to the Central  Committee of the 

Party the wish that  he should not continue to hold the 
post of Chairman of the People's Republic of China. 

Following full and all-round consideration, the Plenary 

Session of the Central Committee has decided to approve 

this proposal of Comrade Mao Tse-tung's,  and not to 

nominate him again as candidate for Chairman of the 

People's Republic of China at the First Session of the 

Second National People's congress.  The Plenary Session 

of the Central Committee deems this to be a completely 

positive proposal, because, relinquishing his duties as 

Chairman of the state and working solely as Chairman 

of the Central Committee of the Party,  Comrade Mao Tse- 

tung will be enabled all the better to concentrate his 

energies on dealing with questions of the direction, policy 
and line of the Par ty  and the state; he may also be enabled 
to set aside more time for Marxist-Leninist  theoretical 

work, without affecting his continued leading role in the 

work of the state. This will be in the better interests of 
the whole Pa r ty  and of all the people of the country. 
Comrade Mao Tse-tung is the sincerely beloved and long- 
tested leader of the people of various nationalities of the 
whole country. He will remain the leader of the entire 
people of various nationalities even when he no longer 
holds the post of Chairman of the state. If some special 
situation arises in the future which should require him 
to take up this work again, he can still be nominated 
again to assume the duties of the Chairman of the state 
in compliance with the opinion of the people and the 
decision of the Party.  Par ty  committees at all levels 
should, in accordance with these reasons, give full explana- 
tions to the cadres and masses both inside and outside 
the Pa r ty  at appropriate meetings of the Party, sessions 
of the People's Congresses of various levels, meetings of 
workers in industrial a n d  mining enterprises, and meet- 
ings in people's communes, offices, schools and armed units, 
so that the reasons for this may be understood by all and 
that  there may be no misunderstanding. 



Resolution on Some Questions Concerning 
the People's Communes 

This resolution was adopted by the Eighth Central Com~r~ittee of the 
Communis t  Party of China at its S ix th  Plenary Session on December 10, 
1958.~Ed.  

! 

I N 1958 a new social organizat ion appeared,  f resh as the 
morn ing  sun, above the broad  horizon of east Asia. 

This was the large-scale  people ' s  commune in the ru ra l  
areas  of our count ry  which combines indust ry ,  agr icul ture ,  
trade,  educat ion and mi l i t a ry  affairs and in which govern-  
ment  admin is t ra t ion  and commune managemen t  a re  in-  
tegrated.  Since thei r  first  appearance  the  people ' s  com- 
munes  wi th  the i r  immense  v i ta l i ty  have  a t t rac ted  wide-  
spread at tent ion.  

The movement  to set up people 's  communes  has g rown 
very  rapidly .  Wi th in  a few months  s ta r t ing  in the  summer  
of 1958, all  of the  more  than  740,000 agr icu l tu ra l  p ro-  
ducers '  co-opera t ives  in the  country,  in response to the  
enthusias t ic  demand  of the mass of peasants ,  reorganized  
themselves  into over  26,000 people ' s  communes.  Over  120 
mil l ion households,  or more  than  99 per  cent of all  China 's  
peasant  households  of var ious  nat ional i t ies ,  have  jo ined  
the people 's  communes.  This shows tha t  the  emergence  
of the people 's  communes  is not  for tu i tous ;  it  is the out-  
come of the economic and pol i t ical  deve lopment  of our  
country,  the outcome of the  socialist  rect if icat ion campaign 
conducted by  the Par ty ,  of the Pa r ty ' s  genera l  l ine for  
socialist  construct ion and the grea t  leap fo rward  of social- 
ist  construct ion in 1958. 

Al though the ru ra l  people 's  communes  were  es tab-  
l ished only a short  whi le  ago, the  mass  of the peasants  are 
a l ready  conscious of the obvious benefits they  have brought  
them. Labour  power  and the means  of product ion  can, 
on a la rger  scale than before,  be managed  and deployed 
in a unified way  to ensure  tha t  they  are  used stil l  more  
ra t iona l ly  and effectively, and consequent ly  to faci l i ta te  
the deve lopment  of product ion.  Under  the unified l eader -  
ship of the  commune,  indus t ry ,  agr icu l tu re  ( inc lud ing  
farming,  fores t ry ,  an imal  husbandry ,  s ide-occupat ions and 
fisheries), t rade,  educat ion and mi l i t a ry  affairs have been 
closely co-ordina ted  and developed rapidly .  In  par t icu lar ,  
thousands and tens of thousands  of small  factor ies  have 
mushroomed  in the ru ra l  areas. To mee t  the press ing 
demands  of the masses, the communes  have set up large  
numbers  of communi ty  dining-rooms,  nurseries ,  k inde r -  
gartens,  "homes of respect  for  the aged" and o ther  ins t i -  
tut ions for  collective welfare ,  which have, in par t icular ,  
complete ly  emancipa ted  women f rom thousands  of years  
of ki tchen d rudgery  and brought  broad  smiles to thei r  
faces. As the resul t  of the bumper  crops many  communes  

10 

have ins t i tu ted  a sys tem of d is t r ibut ion  that  combines the 
wage sys tem wi th  the f ree  supply  system; the mass of 
peasants ,  both  men  and women,  have begun to receive 
thei r  wages and those famil ies  which in the past con- 
s tan t ly  wor r ied  about  the i r  dai ly  meals and about their 
fi~:ewood, rice, oil, salt, soya sauce, v inegar  and vegetables 
are  now able to "eat  wi thou t  paying."  In other words 
they  have the most  impor t an t  and most  reliable kind of 
social insurance.  For  the  peasants ,  all this is epoch-making 
news. The l iving s tandards  of the peasants have been 
improved  and they  know f rom pract ical  experience and 
the prospects  of the  deve lopment  of the communes that 
they  will  l ive st i l l  be t t e r  in the  future.  

The deve lopment  of the sys tem of rural  people's 
communes  has an even more  profound and far-reaching 
significance. I t  has shown the people  of our country the 
way  to the  g radua l  indus t r ia l iza t ion  of the rural areas, 
the way  to the  g radua l  t rans i t ion  f rom collective owner- 
ship to ownersh ip  by  the whole  people  in agriculture, the 
way  to the g radua l  t rans i t ion  f rom the socialist principle 
of "to each according to his work"  to the  communist prin- 
ciple of "to each according to his needs," the way gradu- 
a l ly  to lessen and finally to e l iminate  the differences be- 
tween town and country,  be tween worker  and peasant and 
between menta l  and  manua l  labour,  and the way gradually 
to lessen and finally to e l imina te  the internal  function of 
the state. 

All  this  has proved  the correctness and historic signif- 
icance of the Resolut ion on the Establ ishment  of People's 
Communes  in the Rural  Areas  adopted  on the basis of the 
creat iveness  of the masses by the Poli t ical  Bureau of the 
Centra l  Commit tee  of the  Chinese Communist  Party at its 
Pei ta iho meet ing  in Augus t  1958.* 

p EOPLE'S communes  have now become the general rule 
in all  r u ra l  areas  inhab i ted  by our  people of various 

nat ional i t ies  (except in Tibet  and in certain other areas}. 
Some expe r imen t s  have also begun in the cities. In the 
fu tu re  u rban  people ' s  communes,  in a form suited to the 
specific fea tures  of cities, wi l l  also become instruments for 
the  t r ans fo rma t ion  of old cities and the construction of 
new socialist  cities; they  wil l  become the unified organ- 
izers of product ion,  exchange  and dis t r ibut ion and of the 
l ivel ihood and wel l -be ing  of the people;  they will become 
social organizat ions  which combine industry,  agriculture, 

*Published in Peking Review, No. 29, Sept. 16, 1958.--Ed. 



trade, education and mili tary affairs, organizations in 
which government  administrat ion and commune manage-  
ment are integrated. There are, however,  certain dif- 
ferences between the city and the countryside. 

Firstly, city conditions are more complex than those 
in the countryside. 

Secondly, socialist ownership by the whole people is 
already the main form of ownership in the cities, and the 
factories, public institutions and schools, under  the leader- 
ship of the working class, have already become highly 
organized in accordance with socialist principles (with the 
exception of some of the family members  of the workers  
and staffs). Therefore, the switch-over of cities to peo- 
ple's communes inevitably involves some requirements  
different from those in the rural  areas. 

Thirdly, bourgeois ideology is still fairly prevalent 
among many  of the capitalists and intellectuals in the 
cities; they still have misgivings about the establishment 
of communes - -  so we should wait  a bit for them. 

Consequently, we should continue to make experi- 
ments and generally should not be in a hu r ry  to set up 
people's communes on a large scale in the cities. Part icu- 
larly in the big cities, this work should be postponed ex- 
cept for the necessary prepara tory  measures. People's 
communes should be established on a large scale in the 
cities only after  rich experience has been gained and when 
the sceptics and doubters have been convinced. 

The rural  people's communes which have already been 
established have not had time to consolidate their or- 
ganizations, perfect their working systems, or systemati- 
cally settle the new questions concerning production, dis- 
tribution, livelihood and welfare, management  and ad- 
ministration which have arisen with the establishment of 
the communes. This is because the communes were only 
recently set up and most of them, immediately after  their 
establishment, threw themselves into the heavy work of 
the au tumn harvest, ploughing and sowing and the na- 
tionwide campaign for iron and steel. There is as yet  
insufficient experience in successfully running and devel- 
oping the people's communes. Different approaches to 
certain questions are unavoidable. The urgent  tasks at 
present are to quickly achieve a uni ty  of views on the 
communes among" all members  of the Par ty  and among 
the people, s trengthen the leadership over the communes, 
check up on and consolidate their organization, define and 
perfect their working systems, and improve the organiza- 
tion of production and life in the communes.  Energetic 
efforts must  be made to strengthen those communes which 
have already been set up, so that  they will be in a posi- 
tion to carry out ever more successfully their great mis- 
sion of promoting the development of the productive 
forces and the relations of production. 

i i  

T HE people's commune is the basic unit  of the socialist 
social structure of our country, combining industry, 

agriculture, trade, education and military affairs; at the 
same time it is the basic organization O f the socialist state 
power. Marxist-Leninist  theory and the initial experience 
of the people's communes in our country  enable us to 
foresee now that  the people's communes will quicken the 
tempo of our socialist construction and constitute the beet 

form for realizing, in our country, the following two 
transitions. 

Firstly, the transition from collective ownership to 
ownership by the whole people in the countryside; and, 

Secondly, the transition f rom socialist to communist  
society. It  can also be foreseen that  in the future com- 
munist  society, the people's commune will remain the basic 
unit  of our social structure. 

From now on, the task confronting the people of our 
country  is: through such a form of social organization as 
the people's commune, and based on the general line for 
socialist construction laid down by the Party,  to develop 
the social productive forces at high speed, to advance the 
industrialization of the country, the industrialization of 
the communes, and the mechanization and electrification 
of agriculture; and to effect the gradual transition from 
socialist collective ownership to socialist ownership by the 
whole people, thus fully realizing ownership by the 
whole people in the socialist economy of our country  and 
gradually building our country  into a great socialist land 
with a highly developed modern industry, agriculture, 
science and culture. During this process, the elements of 
communism are bound to increase gradually and these will 
lay the foundation of material  and spiritual conditions for 
the transition from socialism to communism. 

This is a gigantic and extremely complex task. In 
the light of experience already gained, as the concrete 
conditions now stand in our country,  it is possible that 
socialist ownership by the whole people may be fully real- 
ized at  a somewhat  earlier date but this will not  be very 
soon. Though the pace at which we are advancing is fairly 
rapid, it will still take a fairly long time to realize, on 
a large scale, the industrialization of our country, the in- 
dustrialization of the communes, the mechanization and 
electrification of agriculture and the building of a social- 
ist country  with a highly developed modern industry, 
agriculture, science and culture. This whole process will 
take fifteen, twenty  or more years to complete, counting 
from now. 

The imperialists and those who parrot  them say that  
this is too short a time for us to build a highly developed 
modern industry, agriculture and science and culture, and 
that  we won ' t  be able to achieve our aim. We've got used 
to such tunes; we needn ' t  pay any attention to them; the 
facts are bound to batter  these people down time and time 
again. But there will be other  people who will say that  
this time is too long. They are good-hearted people in our 
own ranks, but  they are over-eager. They think that 
the building of a highly developed modern industry and 
so on, full realization of socialist ownership by the whole 
people, or even the a t ta inment  of communism, are very  
easy things. They think that  ownership in the rural peo- 
ple's communes is even now of the nature of ownership by 
the whole people and that  very  soon or even now they 
can dispense with the socialist principle of "to each ac- 
cording to  his work"  and adopt the communist  principle 
of "to each according to his needs." Consequently, they 
cannot understand why the socialist system will have to 
continue for a very  long time. Their view, of course, is 
a misconception, which must  be cleared up. 

I T should be pointed out that  the switch from agricultural 
producers '  co-operatives to people 's  communes, the 

transition from socialist collective ownership to socialist 
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ownership by the whole people and the transi t ion f rom 
socialism to communism are processes which are in ter-  
connected but  at the same t ime distinct f rom each other. 

First  of all, the switch f rom the agricul tural  producers '  
co-operat ives to the people 's  communes  has expanded and 
s t rengthened the exist ing collective ownership  and con- 
tains certain elements  of ownership  by  the whole people. 
But  this is not to say that  collective ownership  in the 
countryside has been t rans formed  into ownership by the 
whole people. The whole Chinese countryside has now 
switched over  to people 's  communes,  but  a certain t ime 
will have to pass before  ownership  by  the whole people is 
realized th roughout  the  countryside.  

True, . the es tabl ishment  of the people 's  communes  
has added certain e lements  of ownership  by  the whole 
people to the collectively owned economy. This is because 
the rural  people 's  communes  and the basic organizations 
of state power  have  been combined into one; because tile 
banks, stores and some other  enterpr ises  owned by the 
whole people, originally exist ing in the countryside,  have  
been placed under  the  m a n a g e m e n t  of the  communes ;  
because the communes  have taken par t  in establishing cer- 
tain under tak ings  in industrial  and other  construct ion 
which are by na ture  owned by the whole people;  because 
in m a n y  counties the county federat ions of communes ,  
exercising unified leadership over  all the people 's  com- 
munes  in these counties, have  been formed and have  the 
power  to deploy a certain port ion of the manpower ,  ma-  
terial and financial resources of the communes  to under -  
take construction on a county  or even bigger  scale (this 
has a l ready s tar ted in m a n y  areas), and so on. But  at  
the present  t ime the means  of product ion and the products  
of the rural  people 's  communes  are in the main  still col- 
lectively owned by  the communes  and differ f rom those 
of the  s ta te-owned enterpr ises  which belong to the whole  
people. Both collective ownership  and ownership  by  the 
whole people  are socialist ownership;  but  the la t ter  is 
more  advanced than  the fo rmer  because the state, rep-  
resent ing the whole people, can directly make  a unified 
and rat ional  distr ibution of the means  of product ion and 
the products  of enterpr ises  owned by the whole people 
according to the requ i rements  of the nat ional  economy 
as a whole, while  this cannot  be done by  enterprises  run  
under  collective ownership  including the exist ing rura l  
people 's  communes.  To say that  ownership  by the people 's  
communes  as they  now exist  in the countryside is a l ready 
ownership by  the whole people does not conform to reality. 

To gradual ly  p romote  the t ransi t ion f rom collective 
ownership to ownership  by  the whole people, every  county 
should set up its federat ion of communes.  In  coming 
years, and on the basis of the energet ic  deve lopment  of 
production and the raising of the people 's  political under -  
standing., such federat ions should take suitable steps 
gradual ly to increase the propor t ion of their  means  of 
production that  is owned by  the whole people and the 
proport ion of their  products  that  is subject  to unified 
distribution by  the state, and, when  conditions mature ,  
should change collective ownership  into ownership  b y  
the whole people. If  t imely steps are not taken to pro-  
mote  and complete this change and if the exist ing collec- 
tive ownership  is kept  intact  indefinitely w~th the resul t  
that  commune  member s  confine their  a t tent ion to the 
relat ively na r row scope of the interests  of their  collective, 

the continuous development  of the social productive forces 
and the continuous raising of the people 's  political under- 
s tanding will be impeded.  This is not appropriate.  How- 
ever, it mus t  be pointed out  that  collective ownership still 
plays a posit ive role today in developing production in 
the people 's  communes.  How soon the transition from 
collective ownership  to ownership  by  the whole people 
will be effected will be de te rmined  by  the  objective factors 

the level of deve lopment  of product ion and the level 
of the people 's  political u n d e r s t a n d i n g - - a n d  not by mere 
wishful  th inking tbat  it can be done at  any  t ime we want 
it. Tht~s this t ransi t ion will be realized, by stages and 
by groups, on a national  scale only af ter  a considerable 
time. Those who, because they fail to understand this, 
confuse the es tabl ishment  of people 's  communes  with the 
realization of ownership  by the whole people, making im- 
petuous a t t empts  to abolish collective ownership in the 
countryside premature ly ,  and t ry ing hasti ly to change over 
to ownership  by  the whole people, will not be doing the 
r ight  thing and therefore  cannot  succeed. 

F URTHERMORE. the change f rom socialist collective 
ownership  to socialist ownership  by  the whole people 

is not the same thing as the going-over  f rom socialism 
to communism.  Still less is the change f rom agricultural 
producers '  co-operat ives to people 's  communes  the same 
thing as the change f rom socialism to communism. The 
change f rom socialism to communi sm will require much 
more  t ime than  the change f rom socialist collective owner- 
ship to socialist ownership  by  the  whole people. 

True, the free supply sys tem adopted by  the people's 
communes  contains the first shoots of the communist 
principle of "to each according to his needs";  the policy 
carr ied out by  the people 's  communes  of running industry 
and agr icul ture  s imul taneously  and combining them has 
opened up a way  to reduce  the differences between town 
and countryside  and be tween  worke r  and peasant, and 
when  the rural  people 's  communes  pass over  from so- 
cialist collective ownership  to socialist ownership by the 
whole people, these communis t  factors will grow further. 
All this mus t  be acknowledged.  Moreover,  with social 
products  becoming plentiful  thanks  to the continuous ad- 
vance of indust ry  and agricul ture throughout  the country; 
with the proport ion of wha t  is supplied gratis  under the dis- 
t r ibut ion sys tem of the people 's  communes  gradually 
growing larger  and the s tandards  of free supply being 
gradual ly  raised; wi th  the consistent raising of the level 
of the people 's  political unders tanding;  wi th  the constant 
progress of educat ion for the whole people; the gradual 
reduction of the differences be tween menta l  and manual 
labour;  and the gradual  d iminut ion of the internal func- 
tion of the state power,  etc., the conditions for the transi- 
tion to communism will also gradual ly  mature.  It is of 
course not proper  to ignore or even impede this course 
of development  and relegate communism to the distant 
future.  

Nevertheless  every  Marxis t  mus t  soberly realize that 
the transi t ion f rom socialism to communism is a fairly 
long and complicated process of development  and that 
th roughout  this entire process society is still socialist in 
nature.  Socialist society and communis t  society are two 
stages marked  by  different degrees of economic develop- 
ment.  The socialist principle is " f rom each according to 
his abil i ty and to each according to his work";  the corn- 
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munist principle is " f rom each according to his ability 
and to each according to his needs." The communist  
system of distribution is more rational; but  it can be put 
into effect only when there is a great  abundance of social 
products. In the absence of this condition, any negation 
of the principle of "to each according to his work"  will 
tend to dampen the working enthusiasm of the people and 
is therefore disadvantageous to the development of pro- 
duction and the increase of social products, and hence to 
speeding the realization of communism. For  this reason, 
in the income of commune members,  the portion constitut- 
ing the wage paid according to work done must  occupy 
an important  place over a long period and will, during a 
certain period, take first place. In order to encourage the 
working enthusiasm of commune members and also to 
facilitate the satisfaction of their complex daily needs, 
the communes must  strive gradual ly to increase the wages 
of their members  and, for a number  of years to come, 
must increase them at a rate faster than that portion of 
their income which comes under  the heading of free sup- 
ply. Even after the transition from collective ownership 
to ownership by the whole people, the people's communes 
will, during a necessary historical period, retain the 
system of "to each according to his work"  owing to the 
fact that there is not as yet  an abundant  enough supply 
of social products to realize communism. Any premature  
attempt to negate the principle of "to each according to 
his work"  and replace it with the principle of "to each 
according to his needs," that is, any at tempt to enter 
communism by over-reaching ourselves when conditions 
are not mature - - i s  undoubtedly  a Utopian concept that 
cannot possibly succeed. 

B OTH the transition from socialist collective ownership 
to socialist ownership by the whole people and the 

transition from socialism to communism must  depend on 
a certain level of development of the productive forces. 
Production relations must  be suited to the nature of the 
productive forces and only when the productive forces 
develop to a certain stage will certain changes be brought  
about in production r e l a t i o n s - - t h i s  is a fundamenta l  prin- 
ciple of Marxism. Our comrades must  bear in mind that  
the present level of development of the productive forces 
in our country  is, after all, still very low. Three years 
of hard battle plus several years of energetic work may 
bring about a great change in the economic face of the 
country. But even then there will still be a considerable 
distance to go to reach the goals of a high degree of in- 
dustrialization of the entire country and the mechaniza- 
tion and electrification of our country 's  agriculture; and 
there will be an even longer distance to go to reach the 
goals of an enormous abundance of social products, of a 
great lightening of labour and of a sharp reduction of work-  
ing hours. Without  all these, it is, of course, impossible 
to talk about entering a higher stage of development in 
human s o c i e t y - - c o m m u n i s m .  Therefore, since we are 
devoted to the cause of communism, we must  first devote 
ourselves to developing our productive forces and working 
energetically to fulfil our plan for socialist industrializa- 
tion. We should not groundlessly make declarations that  
the people's communes in the countryside will "realize 
ownership by the whole people immediately," or even 
"enter communism immediately," and so on. To do such 
things is not only an expression of rashness, it will 
greatly lower the standards of communism in the minds 

of the people, distort the great  ideal of communism and 
vulgarize it, s trengthen the petty-bourgeois trend towards 
equalitarianism and adversely affect the development of 
socialist construction. 

On the question of transition from socialism to com- 
munism, we must  not mark time at the socialist stage, 
but  neither should we drop into the Utopian dream of 
skipping the socialist stage and jumping over to the com- 
munist  stage. We are advocates of the Marxist-Leninist 
theory of uninterrupted revolution; we hold that  no "Great  
Wall" exists or can be allowed to exist between the dem- 
ocratic revolution and the socialist revolution and be- 
tween socialism and communism. We are at the same 
time advocates of the Marxist-Leninist  theory of the  de- 
velopment of revolution by stages; we hold that different 
stages of development reflect qualitative changes and that 
these stages, different in quality, should not be confused. 
The Political Bureau of the Central Committee has pointed 
out clearly in its August  Resolution on the Establishment 
of People's Communes in the Rural Areas:  in the case of 
the people's communes, "the transition from collective 
ownership to ownership by the whole people is a process, 
the completion of which may take less t i m e -  three or four 
y e a r s -  in some places, and l o n g e r -  five or six years or 
even m o r e -  elsewhere. Even with the completion of this 
transition, people's communes, like state-owned industry, 
are still socialist in character, i.e. the principle of ' from 
each according to his ability and to each according to his 
work '  prevails. Some years after that  the social prod- 
uct will increase greatly, the communist  consciousness 
and moral i ty of the entire people will be raised to a much 
higher degree, universal education will be instituted and 
developed, the differences between worker  and peasant, 
between town and country, between mental  and manual  
l a b o u r - - t h e  legacies of the old society that  have inevi- 
tably been carried over into the socialist p e r i o d -  and the 
remnants  of unequal  bourgeois rights which are the re- 
flection of these d i f f e r e n c e s -  will gradual ly vanish; and 
the function of the state will be limited to protecting the 
country  from extermal aggression; it will play no role 
internally. At that  time Chinese society will enter the 
era of communism in which the principle of ' f rom each 
according to his ability and to each according to his needs' 
will be practised." In order to clear up misconceptions 
about the people's communes and ensure the healthy de- 
velopment of the people's commune movement,  extensive 
and repeated publicity and education based on this 
Marxist-Leninist point of view must  be carried out seri- 
ously throughout  the Par ty  and among all the people of 
China. 

I I I  

THE people's communes must  plan their production, 
~ -  exchange, consumption and accumulation. Their plans 
should be subordinated to the state plans and to the 
administration of the state. In working out their plans, 
the people's communes should at the same time fully 
develop their own characteristic features and their initia- 
tive. 

Development of production is the key to the consolida- 
tion and elevation of the people's communes. The correct 
policy of the people's communes for the development of 
production should be: to ensure the simultaneous develop- 
ment of industry and agriculture and of production for 
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their own use and for exchange, in accordance with the 
principles of unified state planning, of adaptation to local 
conditions and of running the communes industriously 
and thriftily. In every aspect of production and capital 
construction, thrift  must  be observed; careful plans must  
be worked out; and manpower,  material and financial 
resources must  be used as rationally as possible; produc- 
tion costs must  be reduced; expenditures must  be cut 
down and income increased; extravagance and waste 
among some functionaries of the communes following 
bumper harvests should be prevented and opposed. 

In agricultural production, shallow ploughing, careless 
cultivation, and "big acreage with small output"  should 
be gradually replaced by deep ploughing, intensive cul- 
tivation, and "small acreage with big output." Farming 
should be carried on as meticulously as gardening, and 
agricultural production should be mechanized and elec- 
trified to bring about a big increase in per m u  yields and 
labour productivity and to gradually reduce the area under 
cultivation and manpower  engaged in agriculture. We 
should strive to reach a yearly average of two to three 
thousand j in  or one ton to one and a half tons of grain 
per capita within a comparat ively short period. As the 
grain problem is solved, the proportion of the total agri-  
cultural output  occupied by cotton, flax and jute, silk, 
soya beans, oil-bearing crops, sugar-bearing crops, tea, 
tobacco, medicinal and other industrial crops must  be 
gradually increased. In addition, grea~ attention should 
be paid to speeding the development of forestry, animal 
husbandry,  farm side-lines and fisheries. In short, as on 
the industrial front, a great revolution must  be carried 
out on all the fronts of agriculture, forestry, animal 
husbandry,  farm side-lines and fisheries so as to thoroughly 
transform the face of agriculture. 

p E O P L E  in the past often worried about "over- our 
population" and relatively small amount  of available 

arable land. But this idea has been overturned by the 
facts of our 1958 bumper  harvest. Insofar as we succeed 
in seriously popularizing the rich experience gained in 
getting high yields through deep ploughing, intensive cul- 
tivation, layer-by-layer  fertilization and rational close 
planting, it will be found that the amount  of arable land 
is not too small but very  considerable, and that the ques- 
tion is not so much over-population as shortage of man-  
power. This will be a very big change. In the next 
several years, local conditions permitting, we should t ry 
to reduce the area sown to crops each year  to about one- 
third of what  it is at present. Par t  of the land so saved 
can be used for fallow rotation, pasturage and the growing 
of green manure;  the rest can be used for afforestation, 
reservoirs and the extensive cultivation of flowers, shrubs 
and trees to turn our whole land with its plains, hills and 
waters into a garden. By these means:  

Firstly, it will be possible to greatly economize the 
use of water, fertilizer and manpower,  and to considerably 
increase the fertility of the soil; 

Secondly, full use can be made of every mountain,  
river, forest and the pasture, and the comprehensive 
management  of agriculture, forestry, animal husbandry,  
farm side-lines and fisheries can be greatly developed. 

Thirdly, our natural  environment  will be t ransformed 
and the whole country beautified. 

This is a great  ideal that  can be realized.-People's 
communes throughout  the land should work to realize 
this aim. 

p EOPLE'S communes must  go in for industry in a big 
way. The development of industry by the people-'s com- 

munes will not only accelerate the industrialization of the 
whole country  but also promote the realization of owner- 
ship by the whole people in the rural  districts, and reduce 
the differences between town and country. According to 
the differing conditions in each people's commune, an ap- 
propriate par t  of the labour force should be transferred, 
step by step, f rom agriculture to industry so as to develop, 
according to plan, the production of fertilizer, insecticides, 
farm implements and machinery and building materials; 
the processing and many-sided utilization of agricultural 
produce; the manufac tur ing  of sugar, textiles and 
paper; the expansion of mining, metallurgy, elec- 
tric power and other light and heavy industries. 
Industrial  production in the people's communes must 
be closely linked with agricultural production; it should 
first of all serve the development of agriculture 
and the mechanization and electrification of farm- 
ing; at the same time it should serve to meet the 
demands of commune members  for staple consumer 
goods, and serve the country 's  big industries and the 
socialist market.  The principles of adaptation to local 
conditions and obtaining raw materials locally should be 
fully taken into consideration; in order to avoid increased 
costs and waste of labour power, industries should not 
be set up in places where there are no raw materials or 
where these have to be brought  f rom very far away. With 
regard to production techniques, the principle should be 
carried out of linking handicraft  with mechanized indus- 
try, and indigenous methods with modern methods of 
production. All handicraft  industries which have good 
foundations and prospects for expansion must continue 
to be developed, and gradually carry through the neces- 
sary technical transformations.  The mechanized industries 
must  also make full use of indigenous methods and iron, 
steel, machine-tools, other raw materials and equipment 
produced by indigenous methods;  .they will gradually 
advance from indigenous to modern, from small to large 
and from a low to a high level. 

Whether in industry or agriculture, people's com- 
munes should develop production for their own use which 
directly meets their own needs, and they should also 
develop commodity production on as wide a scale as 
possible. Every people's commune according to its own 
characteristics and under  the guidance of the State should 
carry out necessary division of labour in production and 
exchange of commodities with other people's communes 
and state-owned enterprises. Only in this way can the 
economy of our whole society expand at a faster rate, 
and every commune get through exchange the machinery 
and equipment  required for the mechanization and elec- 
trification of farming, as well as the consumer goods and. 
ready cash required to meet the needs of commune mem- 
bers and pay them wages, and make it possible to raise 
wages step by step. To ensure fulfilment of trading plans, 
an extensive system of contracts should be set up 
tween the state and the communes and among the com- 
munes themselves. 
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It must  be stressed that  during the course of a 
necessary historical period commodity production by the 
people's communes and the exchange of commodities 
between the state and communes and among the com- 
munes themselves must  be great ly developed. Such pro- 
duction and exchange of commodities are different f rom 
those under capitalism, because they are conducted in a 
planned way, on the basis of socialist public ownership and 
not in an anarchic way  on the basis of capitalist private 
ownership. Continued development of commodity pro- 
duction and continued adherence to the principle of "to 
each according to his work"  are two impor tant  questions 
of principle in expanding the socialist economy. The 
whole Par ty  should have a uniform understanding of them. 
Some people, a t tempting to "enter communism" prema-  
turely, have tried to abolish the production and exchange 
of commodities too early, and to negate at too early a 
stage the positive roles of commodities, value, money 
and prices. This line of thinking is harmful  to the devel- 
opment of socialist construction and is therefore incorrect. 

I V  

T HE people's communes in rural  districts should dis- 
tribute their  own incomes proper ly  on the principle of 

running the communes industriously and thriftily. To 
speed up production, the proportion of accumulation 
should be appropriately increased after  production costs, 
administrative expenses and taxes have been deducted 
from the gross income. But on the basis of the development 
of production, the portion of the income used to meet 
the individual and collective expenses of commune mem- 
bers (including the portion spent on public welfare, cul- 
ture and  education) should be increased annually in order 
to improve the livelihood of the people year  by year. 

The introduction of a distribution system which com- 
bines the wage system and the free supply system in the 
part of the commune 's  income allotted to its members  
for consumption is a form of socialist distribution created 
by China's people's communes, and at the present time it 
represents what  the broad mass of members  earnestly 
demand. As stated above, this distribution system in- 
cludes the first shoots of communism but in essence it is 
still soc ia l i s t - -based  on the principle of "from each 
according to his ability and to each according to h i s  
work." 

The proportions of wages and free supplies in the 
total amount  allotted to members  should be determined 
in the light of the varying levels of the deve lopment  of 
production in the communes. At present, in fixing the 
ratio between wages and free supplies, care should be 
taken as far as possible to avoid reducing the income of 
households which have relatively few members  but  are 
strong in labour power; in general, it should be made 
possible for more than 90 per cent of the members  to 
increase their income as compared with the previous year  
while the rest should get no less than in the previous 
year. 

For the present, the scope of free supply should not 
be too wide. The application of the free supply system 
does not seek to make the life of the people uniform. 
Under the systems of socialism and communism, the needs 
of the people are on the whole similar while varying ac- 

cording to the individual. Therefore in the future as 
well as at present care should b e  taken to ensure, as far 
as possible, that  members  have suitable freedom o f  choice 
within the f ramework of the free supply system. 

Wages must  be increased gradually as production 
expands. For the present, after deducting the items 
freely supplied, wage scales in the rural  areas carl be 
divided into six to eight grades, and the highest grade 
may  be four or more times as much as the lowest 
grade. But the differences should not be too great;  for 
if they were they would not conform to the existing 
differences in labour ingski l l s  in the rural  areas. Certain 
differences between the wage levels in different areas are 
permissible. For the present differences between wage 
grades in the city are greater than those in the countryside, 
and this is necessary. In the future, as a result of the 
t remendous rise in production, everyone will be much 
better off and whether  in city or countryside such differ- 
ences between wage grades will be unnecessary and will 
gradually disappear. That  will be nearing the era of 
communism. 

The reasons Why wage levels in the city are generally 
higher than those in the countryside are many-sided (in- 
cluding the factor of living costs being higher in the 
city), and this is also a temporary  situation which should 
be explained to the peasants. Some commune members, 
apart  f rom working in the villages, also receive money 
sent home by their relatives who are away in cities 
or elsewhere (such as workers,  armymen,  function- 
aries and Chinese living abroad). Work should be done 
to dissuade other members  from wrangling about this. In 
distribution within the commune, members with such 
receipts should be treated the same as others without 
discrimination in regard to free supplies and wages, and 
they should not be urged to make special investments or 
contributions to the commune. If they rely on family 
members  away from home for the whole of their live- 
lihood, the commune should not interfere, but  it may  
stop supplying them with the usual allotments. Those 
who leave home for study, apart  from those whose needs 
are covered by the state or can be covered by their own 
families, should be supported by the county federation of 
communes according to the standards laid down by the 
schools. 

The more socialism develops and the more abundant  
social products become, the more abundant  too will 
become the means of livelihood allotted to each individual. 
Some people think that  the switch to communes will call 
for a redistribution of existing property for personal use. 
This is a misconception. It  should be made known 
among the masses that  the means of livelihood owned by 
members  (including houses, clothing, bedding and furni-  
ture) and their deposits in banks and credit co-operatives 
will remain their own property after they join the com- 
mune and will always belong to them. When necessary, 
the commune may  borrow the surplus housing space of 
members  with their consent, but  the  ownership still 
belongs to the owners. Members can retain odd 
trees around their houses, small farm tools, small instru- 
ments, small domestic animals and poultry;  they can also 
continue to engage in some smal l  domestic side-line oc- 
cupations on the condition that  these do not hamper  their 
taking par t  in collective labour. 
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Debts incurred before the people's communes were 
established should not be declared cancelled irrespective 
of whether  these are between individuals, between the 
commune and its members, or debts contracted by com- 
mune members with banks or credit co-operatives. These 
debts should be  repaid where conditions permit  and where 
the conditions do not allow repayment  for the time being, 
they should be held over. 

V 

T HE people's commune is the organizer of the produc- 
tion and livelihood of the people and the fundamental  

purpose of the development of production is to satisfy to 
the maximum extent the constantly growing material  and 
cultural needs of all members of society. In leading the 
work of the commune, the Par ty  must give all-round 
attention to the ideological development, production and 
livelihood of commune members. It must  care for the 
people and correct the tendency to see only things and 
not human beings. The greater the working enthusiasm 
of the masses, the greater the attention the Par ty  should 
pay to their well-being. The more attention the Par ty  
pays to the livelihood of tile masses, the greater their 
enthusiasm will be in work. It is wrong to set produc- 
tion and people's livelihood against each other and to 
imagine that attention to the livelihood of the masses will 
hamper production. Of course, it is also wrong to put a 
one-sided and excessive stress on the improvement  of the 
people's livelihood without  regard to the raising of their 
level of political consciousness and the development of 
production, and not to advocate working hard for long- 
term interests. 

Communists  have always held that in a communist  
society labour will be changed "from a heavy burden into 
a pleasure" and will become the "pr imary necessity of 
life." There is no doubt that the working day will be 
greatly shortened in future. With the development of 
mechanization and electrification, we must  strive to in- 
troduce the six-hour workday within a certain number  
of years. Our intensive work at the present time is 
precisely to create conditions for the six-hour workday 
and even shorter working hours in future. At present, 
the system of eight hours of actual work and two hours 
of study should be put into effect in both city and coun- 
tryside. During the busy farm season or when other 
work in the rural areas is part icularly heavy, working 
hours may  be appropriately extended. But, in any event, 
eight hours for sleep and four hours for meals and rec- 
reation, altogether twelve hours, must  be guaranteed 
every day and this must  not be reduced. It  is true that  
there is a labour shortage at present, but  the way out must  
be found in stressing the successful implementation of 
the r e f o r m  of tools and improvement  of labour organiza- 
tion and not in extending working hours. Special at- 
tention must  be pa id  to safety in production and labour 
conditions must  be improved as far  as possible in order 
to reduce to the minimum or completely eliminate work 
accidents. Adequate rest must be ensured to women both 
during pregnancy and after childbirth and they should 
also get the necessary rest during menstruat ion when they 
should not be asked to do heavy work, to get their feet 
wet in cold water or work at night. 
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Communi ty  kitchens should be well run. All 
commune members  must  be assured of plenty, good 
and clean food suited to their national and local 
habits. The communal  eating establishments should 
have dining-rooms, and they should efficiently run their 
own vegetable gardens, bean-curd mills, bean-noodle mills, 
and condiment shops; they should raise pigs, sheep, 
chickens, ducks and fish. The food should be varied and 
appetizing. Nu t r i t i on  specialists should be consulted to 
make sure that the food contains enough calories and the 
nutr iments  needed by the human body. Where necessary 
and possible, special food should be provided for the aged, 
children, invalids, pregnant  women and nursing mothers. 
It is permissible for some commune members to cook at 
home. Communi ty  dining-rooms should be managed 
democratically. Their administrative staffs and cooks 
should be chosen from among those who are politically 
reliable. It is best that  they be elected democratically. 

Nurseries and kindergartens should be run well so 
that every child can live better and receive a better educa- 
tion in them than at home, and so that the children 
want  to stay there and the parents want to put 
them there. The parents may decide whether it is neces- 
sary for their children to board there, and may take them 
home at any time. In order to run nurseries and kinder- 
gartens well, communes should train a large number of 
qualified child-care workers  and teachers. 

The "homes of respect for the aged" should be run 
well so as to provide better dwelling places for those old 
people who have no children to take care of them (those 
who are eligible for the "five guarantees"--food, clothing, 
fuel, the bringing up of children and burial). 

C OMMUNES must  ensure the successful running of 
pr imary and secondary schools and adult education. 

Universal pr imary school education should be instituted 
in the rural  areas throughout  the country. Full-time 
secondary schools and half-t ime secondary agricultural 
schools, or other secondary vocational schools, should be 
well runj and universal secondary education should be 
introduced step by step. Earnest efforts should be made 
to wipe out illiteracy, organize various kinds of spare- 
time schools and conduct political education, cultural 
classes and technical education for adults. In reducing 
the differences between manual  and mental labour, the 
institution of universal education among the working 
people and the gradual  raising of their educational level 
is an important  step which must  be carried out conscien- 
tiously. The communes, in addition, must also select and 
send a number  of young people to study in senior secon- 
dary schools,., secondary vocational schools and institutions 
of higher learning in the cities so as to train fairly well- 
educated working personnel for the state and the com- 
munes. The principle of combining education with pro- 
ductive labour must  be carried out thoroughly in all 
schools, without  exception. Children above the age of 
nine may take part  in some labour to an appropriate' 
extent so as to cultivate the habit of work in childhood 
and stimulate their physical and mental development; but 
full attention must  be paid to the health of the children, 
they must  only be given light work for short periods of 
time, suited to their physical strength and their aptitude, 



Ideological and political work  among  the staffs in 
community dining-rooms,  nurseries,  k indergar tens ,  "homes 
of respect for  the aged," p r ima ry  schools, public heal th  
centres, clubs and shops mus t  be s t rengthened  and efforts 
must be made  to give posit ive guidance to public opinion 
so that  the whole of society and the whole communes  
regard the successful running  of communi ty  dining-rooms, 
nurseries, k indergar tens  and other collective welfare  un-  
dertakings and sat isfactory work  in the personal  services 
as noble work  of service to the people. The a t t i tude of 
the exploit ing classes in looking down on work  which 
concerns the daily life and wel fare  of the masses  and work  
in the personal  services, mus t  be  criticized and corrected. 

The exist ing old-style houses mus t  be reconstructed step 
by step; townships  and vil lage housing estates wi th  parks  
and woods mus t  be buil t  by  stages and in groups;  these 
will include residential  quar ters ,  communi ty  dining-rooms,  
nurseries, k indergar tens ,  the "homes  of respect  for  the 
aged," factories, threshing floors, l ivestock sheds, shops, 
post  and te lecommunicat ions  offices, warehouses ,  schools, 
hospitals, clubs, cinemas, sports grounds,  baths and public 
lavatories. The construct ion plans of townships  and village 
housing estates should be thoroughly  d i scussed-by  the 
masses .  We stand for  the aboli t ion of .the irrat ional  
patriarchal sys tem inheri ted f rom the past  and for  the 
development of family  life in which  there  is democracy  
and unity. This s tand has been  w a r m l y  received by  the 
masses. Therefore ,  in building residential  quarters ,  a t-  
tention mus t  be paid to building the  houses so tha t  the 
married couples, the young  and the aged of each family  
can all live together .  

T HERE is now a big bunch  of fools in the world  who 
are a t tacking the  people 's  communes  with  all thei r  

might and main  and among  them is Mr. Dulles of the 
United States. This Dulles knows  nothing about  things 
in our count ry  but  likes to pre tend  to be a China ex-  
pert and madly  opposes the people 's  communes.  What  
breaks his hear t  especially is tha t  we have  supposedly 
destroyed the marvel lous  fami ly  sys tem which has been 
handed down for  thousands of years.  True,  the Chinese 
people have  destroyed a feudal,  pa t r ia rchal  system. This 
patr iarchal  system, it mus t  be noted, general ly  disap- 
peared long ago in capitalist  society and tha t  was a 
progressive step in capitalist  society. But  we go a step 
fur ther  and establish a democratic,  uni ted fami ly  and this 
is general ly ra re  in capitalist  society. Only in the future,  
when the socialist revolut ion has been carr ied out and 
when the capitalist  sys tem of exploi tat ion of man  by  man 
has been eliminated,  will it be possible to establish such 
families there  universally.  As to nurseries,  k indergar tens  
and workers '  canteens in the factories, these also first 
appeared in capitalist  society. But  under  capitalism, all 
such under tak ings  established by  the bourgeoisie are 
capitalist in na tu re  and are a imed at  faci l i tat ing the ex-  
ploitation of men  and women  labourers  by  the capitalists. 
On the o ther  hand, such under tak ings  run  by  us are 
socialist in na ture  and  they  facil i tate the deve lopment  of 
the socialist cause and  the emancipat ion  of the individual  
personali ty of man.  They  have  t ru ly  and completely 
emancipated the mass  of women  and enabled the children 
to receive be t te r  educat ion and care. Tha t  is why  they 
are w a r m l y  welcomed by  all the work ing  people, and first 
of all by  the masses  of women.  

VI 

T HE organizat ional  principle of the people 's  commune  
is democrat ic  centralism. This principle mus t  be 

applied in the  m a n a g e m e n t  of production,  in the distr ibu- 
tion of income, in the  l ivelihood and welfare  of commune  
m e m b e r s  and in all o ther  aspects of work.  

Unified leadership and m a n a g e m e n t  at  different levels 
should be put  into effect in the people 's  commune.  The 
adminis t ra t ive  set-up of the commune  in general  can be 
divided into three levels, namely :  the commune  adminis-  
t ra t ive  committee,  the adminis t ra t ive  district (or produc-  
tion brigade) and the production team. The adminis t ra-  
t ive district (or product ion brigade) is in general  the uni t  
which manages  industry,  agriculture,  trade, education and 
mi l i ta ry  affairs in a given area  and forms  an economic 
accounting unit,  wi th  its gains and losses pooled in 
the commune  as a whole. The production team is the 
basic uni t  of labour  organization. Under  the unified 
leadership of the commune  adminis t ra t ive  committee,  the 
necessary powers  should be given to the adminis t ra t ive  
district (or production brigade) and the production team 
over  such mat te rs  as the organizat ion of production work  
and capital construction, finances and welfare,  in order 
to bring their  ini t iat ive into full play. 

The various levels of organizat ions of the county fed- 
erat ion of communes  and of the people 's  commune  mus t  
learn to make  reasonable  distr ibutions and deployments  
of manpower  for  the  different branches  of product ion 
(agriculture, industry,  t ranspor t )  and for  rout ine produc-  
tion work,  shock product ion tasks and service work, so 
as to avoid si tuations where  there  is work  wi thout  men  
in one place and there  are men wi thout  work  in another.  
The organizat ion of labour  mus t  be constant ly  improved,  
the system of responsibil i ty for a given task at  a given 
level mus t  continue to be applied and reinforced in pro-  
duction and other tasks, the sys tem of labour  inspection 
and labour  awards  mus t  be perfected in order  to guaran-  
tee effectively the steady improvemen t  of labour  efficiency 
and the quali ty of work. 

There  mus t  be both discipline and democracy  in the 
organizat ion of labour  in the people 's  commune.  What  
we describe as get t ing organized along mi l i ta ry  lines 
means  get t ing organized on the pa t te rn  of a factory. I t  
means  that  the organizat ion of labour  in the people 's  com- 
mune  should be as organized and disciplined as in a 
fac tory  or the a rmy ;  this is necessary in large-scale agri-  
cultural  production.  The forces of large-scale agricul tural  
production, like the forces of large-scale industrial  produc- 
tion, consti tute an industr ial  army.  The modern  industrial 
a r m y  was organized by the bourgeoisie, each factory being 
like a mi l i ta ry  camp. The discipline for  the worker  
s tanding before the machine  is as rigid as tha t  in the 
a rmy.  The industrial  a r m y  in socialist society is an indus-  
trial a r m y  of a single class, the working  class, which has  
got rid of the capitalists who squeezed surplus value out 
of the workers  and which has put  into force in the work-  
ing class a vigorous and l ively democrat ic  central ism 
based on the vo lun ta ry  principle. We are now applying 
this sys tem to the rura l  areas, thus establishing a socialist 
industr ial  a r m y  for  agr icul ture  based on democrat ic  
centralism, which is free f rom exploitat ion by the'land- 
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lords and rich peasants and is elevated above the level of 
small-scale production: 

Militia organizations should be set up at corresponding 
levels of the production organizations in the people's 
commune. The leading bodies of  the militia and produc- 
tion organizations should be separate and, in principle, 
the commanding officers of the various levels of the militia 
such as regimental, battalion and company commanders,  
should not be concurrently directors of communes and 
administrative districts (leaders of production brigades) 
and leaders of production teams. These commanders  
should take part  in the administrative organizations of 
the same levels in the commune as their members, and 
they will receive dual leadership: from the administrative 
organizations of the same level and the superior com- 
manding organizations of the militia. The militia should 
be equipped with the necessary arms produced by arsenals 
set up locally. The basic units of the militia should 
undergo military training according to a set schedule, 
while the ordinary militiamen should also get appropriate 
training after work; this is to prepare conditions for 
turning the whole nation into soldiers. The broad mass 
of working people in our country greet the militia system 
warmly, because, in the course of their protracted revolu- 
t ionary struggle against imperialism, feudalism and their 
running dogs, the Kuomintang reactionaries, they came to 
realize that  only by arming themselves would they be 
able to overcome the armed counter-revolution and become 
masters of the land of China, After  the victory of 
the revolution, they have come to see fur ther  that there 
are still imperialist pirates abroad who are clamouring 
every day about wiping out this people's state. Therefore, 
the whole of our people are determined to continue to 
arm themselves, and they declare: Be warned, you pirates 
bent on plundering us; do not dare to make a vain at- 
tempt to harm our people engaged in peaceful labour; 
we are fully prepared! Should the imperialists dare to 
unleash an aggressive war against our country, then we 
will turn the whole nation into soldiers; the militia will 
co-operate with the People's Liberation Army and at any 
time replenish it to crush the aggressors utterly. 

T HERE should be both centralism and democracy in all 
organizations of the people's communes, including the 

militia organizations. The people's communes should not 
only organize the people's production work but the peo- 
ple's livelihood as well. In order to do their work well, 
the communes must  practise a high level of democracy, 
consult the masses on all matters, fai thfully represent 
their interests and reflect their will. Therefore, while 
"organizing along mili tary lines, working as if fighting a 
battle and living the collective way,"  the communes must  
fully implement democratic management.  It is absolutely 
impermissible to use "getting organized along mili- 
tary lines" as a pretext  or to make use of the militia 
s y s t e m - - w h i c h  is directed against the e n e m y -  to impair, 
in the least, democratic life in the commune and the 
militia organizations. The people's commune is the basic 
organization of our country 's  state power; only by ensur- 
ing democracy in the commune will it be possible to create 
throughout  the country a vigorous and lively political 
situation in which there are both centralism and democ- 
racy, both discipline and freedom, both uni ty  of will and 
personal ease  of mind. 
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VII 

I N running a people's commune well the fundamental 
question is to s trengthen the leading role of the Party. 

It is only by strengthening the Party 's  leading role, that 
the principle of "politics in command" can be realized, 
that  socialist and communist  ideological education among 
the cadres and commune members  and the struggle against 
all kinds of erroneous tendencies can be conducted in a 
thoroughgoing way and that the Par ty 's  line and policy 
can be implemented correctly. There are some people 
who think that  with the emergence of the commune the 
Par ty  can be dispensed with, and that they can practise 
what  they call "merging the Par ty  and commune in one." 
This kind of thinking i s  wrong. 

In its work in the people's commune, the Party, be- 
sides its task of ensuring that the correct line and policy 
are put into effect, should also pay attention to educating 
the commune staffs to develop good styles of work--first  
of all the mass line and a practical and realistic style of 
work. 

Following the 1957-1958 rectification campaign, the 
Par ty ' s  mass line achieved a new, great victory. The 
great  leap forward in socialist construction and the setting 
up of people's communes throughout  the rural areas are 
two signal marks of this victory. The mass-line working 
method of the Par ty  is the lifeblood of the people's com- 
munes. The setting up and consolidation of the people's 
communes is impossible wi thout  the mass line, without 
the full faith of the people in the Par ty  and in the People's 
Government,  and without  an upsurge in the revolutionary 
zeal of the masses. Therefore, leading functionaries of 
all levels in the commune must  put  the mass line thor~ 
oughly into practice in every type of work tackled. They 
must look upon themselves as ordinary working people, 
and treat the commune members  in a comradely way. 
Kuomintang and bourgeois styles of work which coerce 
the masses are strictly prohibited. Because of the big 
leap forward in production and the victory in setting up 
communes, some cadres are beginning to get dizzy with 
success and, unwilling to do the patient work of educat- 
ing the masses by persuasion, they are exhibiting certain 
rude attitudes. Though  these are individual cases, they 
should make us keenly vigilant. 

In all its work, the Par ty  should hold fast to the 
principle of combining revolut ionary zeal with a scientific 
spirit. The great leap forward in 1958 has won an un- 
precedented victory for socialist construction in our 
country. Now even our enemies find it impossible to deny 
the significance of this victory. But we must never over- 
look our small weak points because of big achievements. 
On the contrary,  the bigger the achievement the more 
we need to remind our cadres to keep cool-headed and 
not be carried away by the flood of news of victory and 
become unable or even unwilling to see the weak points 
in their work. One tendency to which we must ,pay at- 
tention in the present work of socialist construction is 
exaggeration. This is incompatible with the practical work- 
ing style of our Party,  and is harmful  to the develop- 
ment  of our socialist construction. We must  do our eco- 
nomic work in a more thoroughgoing way. Our leading 
personnel at all levels must  be good at differentiating 
between the reality and false appearance of things 
and between demands which are justified and those which 



are not; in assessing conditions they must  strive to keep 
close to objective reality. Only by doing so can we 
work out and carry through our plans on a reliable and 
solid basis. 

V I I I  

I N order to promote the consolidation of the people's com- 
munes and ensure an even bigger leap forward in in- 

dustry and agriculture in 1959, the Communis t  Par ty  com- 
mittees of the provinces, municipalities and autonomous 
regions should, in accordance with the requirements set 
forth in this resolution and in close integrat ion with the 
production tasks of the winter  and spring seasons, make 
full use of the five months  from December 1958 to April 
1959 to carry out, within the people's communes in their 
areas, educational work, check-up and consolidation, that  
is the work of checking up on the communes. 

In the course of checking up on the communes,  it is 
necessary, in the first place, for leading personnel to make 
serious self-criticisms and listen with modesty to the 
masses' opinions, and on this basis, mobilize the masses 
with great daring to air their views freely and frankly, 
carry out debates and post up dazibao (written opinions in 
big Chinese characters posted publicly for everybody to 
read Ed.), to commend good persons and deeds, criticize 
wrong ideas and bad styles of work, sum up experiences, 
clarify the line of work and develop a thoroughgoing 
socialist and communist  ideological education movement.  

In the course of checking up on the communes, 
it is necessary to carry out an overall and thorough 
inspection of the production plan, distribution, welfare, 
management, financial work, organization and leadership 
in the communes. The organizations of the Communist  
Party and communes should be carefully checked over at 
the same time to guarantee that the leading personnel 
of the Communist  Par ty  and communes at various levels 
are activists loyal to the interests of the people and to 
the cause of communism. In addition, the finest people 
who have been tested in the big leap forward and peo- 
ple's commune movement  and are qualified for Communist  
Party membership,  should be enrolled in the Party.  

Problems related to the style of work of Communist  
Party members  and cadres should be dealt with through 
Party education and frank airing of views by the masses. 
In dealing with these problems, attention should be paid 

to safeguarding the zeal and initiative of the cadres and 
masses, and the principles of "uni ty- -c r i t i c i sm--uni ty"  and 
"taking warning from the past in order to be more careful 
in the future" and "treating the illness in order to save 
the man"  must  be observed. Those who have committed 
errors but are willing to correct them should be criticized 
seriously but treated with leniency. The masses should be 
mobilized to purge the leadership in the communes of 
those alien class elements who have smuggled themselves 
into the leadership and the very few who display a very  
bad style of work and have never corrected their errors 
even after  being repeatedly admonished. 

Complex class struggles not only develop sharply 
abroad, in the capitalist world, but also exist at home. 
It is necessary to educate the masses t o  increase their 
revolut ionary vigilance to prevent  disruptive enemy 
activities. Whether  ex-landlords, rich peasants and 
counter-revolutionaries and other people formerly de- 
prived of political rights should be accepted as members 
or probat ionary members of the communes, or remain to 
work under the communes '  supervision, should be dis- 
cussed and decided by the masses dealing with each case on 
its merits in the course of checking up on the communes. 

The work of checking up on the communes should 
first be carried out in one or two communes in each county 
as an experiment. That is to say help should be given 
to the comrades in one or two people's communes to get 
things going well in a fairly short space of time, so as to 
acquire experience, set examples and then popularize the 
experience gained generally. Every province, municipality 
and autonomous region should organize its inspection 
team consisting of a thousand, several thousands or ten 
thousand people for the check-up, and the first secretaries 
of the Communist  Par ty  at the provincial, regional and 
county levels should personally lead the work of checking 
up on the communes. These inspection teams should 
compare different special administrative regions, counties 
and communes, organize mutual  visits, call on-the-spot 
meetings to develop the good points found and overcome 
the shortcomings discovered, rouse the drive of the people, 
and find ways of concretely solving current  problems and 
prompt ly  popularizing successful experience. In short, 
through these check-ups, the work of the people's com- 
munes in the country must  be generally carried one step 
forward. 

Accra Conference 

A New Africa Is Rising 
The All-African Peoples' Conference in Accra, Ghana, 
forged new links of unity among the African peoples 
and gave fresh impetus to their struggle against 
colonialism. The day is not far off when all 
imperialists wil l  be ousted from the African Continent. 

~ A F R I C A  Must Be Free! . . . .  Africa Must Be United!" 
z l -These  calls of the All-African Peoples' Conference 

which closed on December 13, are now resounding from 
Bizerte to the Cape of Good Hope. Elsewhere in the 

world, all those who cherish national independence are 
hailing the success of the conference. The people of 
China, too, rejoice over this grand gathering of the African 
peoples and all that  it means to their fight for freedom. 

To gauge the full significance of this meeting attended 
by more than 300 delegates representing 62 organizations 
in 28 African countries, it is necessary to recall the march 
of events in this part  of the world in recent years. In 
1950, there were only three independent states in A f r i c a -  

19 



"Get  out  of the  way.*" B y  Hua  C h u n - w u  

Egypt,  Ethiopia and Liberia. Then, in !951, Libya became 
independent;  in 1956, Sudan, Morocco and Tunisia;  and 
in 1957, Ghana.  The past  few months  witnessed the 
emergence of:Algeria and Guinea as independent  republics. 
Now independent  s tates embrace  over  one- thi rd  of the 
land in Africa and a lmost  half  of the continent 's  popula-  
tion of 200 million. The other  Afr ican countries, still in 
a colonial or dependent  status, are waging different forms  
of struggle against  imperial ism. I t  is expected tha t  
by 1960, Nigeria, the Cameroons,  Togoland and I ta l ian 
Somali land will also become independent .  The so-called 
"Dark  Continent ,"  once the backyard  of imperial ism, has  
now become a fiery ant i - imper ia l is t  front.  

I t  is the hard-won victories of the Afr ican peoples tha t  
made the Accra Conference possible. And the conference, 
in its turn,  will help the Afr ican peoples win fresh 
victories. 

Africa Must Be Free 

In Accra, delegates f rom both independent  countries 
and dependent  territories,  represent ing  different political 
trends, got together  for  the first t ime in Afr ica 's  history 
to discuss questions relat ing to nat ional  independence. 
Despite their  differences, all of them wan t  to wri te  finis to 
colonialist and imperial is t  rule. Express ing the prevai l ing 
sent iments  at  the conference were  the slogans hung over  
the meet ing  hall: "Peoples of Africa Unite! We Have  
Nothing But  Chains to Lose! We Have  Freedom and 
Dignity to At ta in!"  

Speaker  af ter  speaker  took the floor to recount  the 
sufferings of their  compatr iots  under  alien rule and con- 
demned colonialism and imperia l ism f rom different angles. 
The Declarat ion on Imper ia l i sm and Colonialism adopted 
by the conference as well  as its other  resolutions, are un-  

doubtedly of p a r a m o u n t  impor tance  to Africa 's  future 
course. 

The conference, the Declarat ion states, "registers its 
vehemen t  protes t  against  this ugly  [ imperial ist  and colonial, 
ist] system; condemns the pernicious sys tem of colonialism 
and imper ia l i sm in the Brit ish and French African colonial 
terr i tories  especially as expressed in its ex t r eme  and most 
bruta l  forms in Algeria, the Cameroons  and Central 
Africa, Kenya  and South Africa, the Por tuguese  territories 
of Angola, Mozambique,  Principe,  Sao Thome . . . .  " The 
conference fu r the r  "condemns  racial segregation, the re- 
serve sys tem and all o ther  fo rms  of racial discrimination 
and colour bar ."  

These unequivocal  expressions of determination to 
fight imper ia l i sm and colonialism will certainly add 
s t rength  to the Afr ican peoples '  s truggles for independence 
and freedom. 

Unity Is Strength 

Another  keynote  of the Accra Conference is its stress 
on the need for  the Afr ican peoples to unite and put up 
a joint  fight. This point  is clearly made  in the Declaration 
on Imper ia l i sm and Colonialism which "calls upon the 
independent  Afr ican states to render  m a x i m u m  assistance 
by  every  means  possible to the dependent  peoples in their 
struggle against  imper ia l i sm and colonialism and thereby 
hasten their  l iberat ion and en t ry  into the community of 
free, independent  Afr ican states." 

On the broader  question of Afr ican unity,  the Resolu- 
tion on Frontiers,  Boundar ies  and Federat ions declares 
tha t  the u l t imate  objective of the conference is a common- 
weal th  of free Afr ican states. "As its first step, the in- 
dependent  s tates of Afr ica should a m a l g a m a t e  themselves 
into groups on the basis of geographical  continuity, eco- 
nomic interdependence and cul tural  affinity," provided 
these groups are not  federat ions  visualized or constituted 
by the colonial powers  against  the wishes of the African 
people. 

As the Afr ican peoples forge new links of unity among 
themselves,  they are  get t ing more  extensive support  from 
other  par ts  of the world.  Indicat ive of this t rend was the 
U.N. discussion of the Algerian question which concluded 
in New York at  the same t ime as the Accra Conference. 
During the discussion, there  were  s t ronger  voices than 
ever  before against  the French colonialist policy which has 
U.S. backing. At the U.N. Political Commit tee ,  a resolu- 
tion introduced by  seventeen Afro-Asian nations was 
p a s s e d -  despite the opposit ion of the colonial powers in- 
cluding the United S t a t e s -  which clearly demanded the 
recognition of the Algerian people 's  r ight  to independence 
and called for  se t t lement  of the Algerian question through 
negotiation. This was a. step fo rward  compared  with pre- 
vious United Nations discussions. Although the resolu- 
tion was not adopted by  the Genera l  Assembly for the 
lack of one vote to make  up the required two-thirds, it 
won the obvious m a j o r i t y  of 35 to  18 votes. 

The course of events  is clear. Africa is becoming more 
resolute, more  uni ted and more  powerfu l  in its fight against 
colonialism and imperial ism. 

The colonialists and imperialists,  however ,  cannot be 
expected to quit  Africa of thei r  own accord. The older 
colonialist powers  are doing their  level best  to hang on 
while U.S. imperial ism, the most  dangerous  of its kind, 
is t ry ing hard  to step in. 
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Large-scale American penetration in the African Con- 
tinerrt began during World War II when U.S. troops landed 
in North Africa in 1942. In the early post-war  years, the 
"European Recovery Program,"  also known as the "Mar- 
shall Plan," proved to be an important  lever for American 
economic expans ion ,  in Africa, too. American private 
capital followed ~closely on its heels and, since 1950, has 
made inroads in a big way. Today, American capital holds 
sway, directly or indirectly, in most areas of the vast  
continent. The present total of private American invest- 
ment in Africa is estimated at 2,000 million dollars. If 
investments through U.S. "aid," "loans" and other means 
are added, American capital in Africa has left the older 
European colonialist powers far  behind. 

U.S.  I m p e r i a l i s m  - -  A N e w  S c o u r g e  

Economic expansion is invariably accompanied by 
other forms of expansion. In North Africa, the United 
States acquired the rights to build military bases in 
Morocco (1950) and in Libya (1954). In East Africa, it 
concluded a military agreement  with Ethiopia in 1953 
providing for U.S. training of the latter 's  armed forces. 
Washington also signed "mutual  defence aid agreements" 
with the Union of South Africa and Liberia in 1951. In 
recent years, it has been actively t rying to effect military 
penetration in other West African areas. 

As its colonial interests demand, Washington some- 
times works hand in glove with the older colonial powers, 
and sometimes stabs them in the back. Its aim is in- 

variably to weaken and Stifle the national independence 
movements  of the Afr ican peoples while gradually ousting 
the older colonialists so as to take their place. 

It was with this sinister aim in mind that the United 
States tried to influence the course of the Accra Confer- 
ence so that this important  gathering of the African peo- 
ples might move in a direction favourable to its colonial 
interests. On the eve of the conference, U.S. Assistant 
Secretary of State Joseph Satter thwaite visited a number  
of African countries. During the conference, some 35 to 
40 Americans congregated in Accra in the capacity of "per- 
sonal observers" and "fraternal  delegates" representing 
such organizations as the "Afr ican-American Institute," 
to cite one example. What  many  of  these "observers" 
were up to can be seen from the fact that  the "African- 
American Insti tute" is financially supported, by an Amer-  
ican metal company possessing big shares in the mines 
of Rhodesia and having important  interests' in Africa. 

The Western, especially American, efforts to sow dis- 
sension, influence the delegates and hence weaken the 
militant spirit of the African national independence move- 
ments, however, did not succeed at Accra. The great 
achievements of the conference testify to this. 

The Accra Conference is another proof that, in the 
present era, the national independence movements  have 
grown into an irresistible trend, in Africa as in Asia and 
Latin America. The days of colonialism and imperialism 
are numbered. 

T.R.C. 

A New Science in the Making 

Integrating Chinese and Western Medicine 
by LING YANG 

W ESTERN medicine and traditional Chinese medicine 
put together can work  wonders. The story of Dr. 

Yang shows how. 

Yang Fu-chih of Tienmen County, Hupeh Province, is 
a young doctor trained along Western lines. In 1954, 
answering the call of the government  to doctors of the 
Western school to study traditional Chinese medicine, 
Yang learned the old Chinese healing art  of acupuncture 
and cautery. Between 1956 and 1958 he used his newly 
acquired knowledge of the traditional method in treating 
146 deaf and mute  cases. The results were heartening. 

After  t rea tment  the majori ty  of his patients were 
able to hear the tick of a watch, to speak sentences of 
three to five words and to answer simple questions. To 
solve the problem of why  the t rea tment  was only par-  
tially effective Dr .  Yang concentrated his attention on the 
"dumb spot" located at the back of the head where the 
acupuncture needle  is applied to stimulate the cerebral 
nervous system and bring about the desired cure. The 
ancient texts on acupuncture  advise that  a needle applied 
at this "spot" should no~ be allowed to penetrate to a 

depth of more than four- tenths of an inch because of 
the danger of complications. Dr. Yang, surmising that 
it was insufficient depth of penetrat ion that  rendered the 
t reatment  only partially effective, made a detailed study 
of the area of the "dumb spot" and found that  the reason 
for the warning against deep penetrat ion was because this 
"spot" is surrounded by many  blood vessels which can 
easily be damaged with dangerous consequences. If his 
reasoning were correct, he figured, deep penetration could 
be tried on condition that the needle is handled with the 
greatest precision. Making his first experiment on him- 
self, he had the needle inserted to a depth of one and a half 
inches. 

A number  of patients later treated with deep pene- 
tration were enabled to speak with much greater clarity. 
Dr. Yang then combined needling w i t h  electro-therapeu- 
tics. He applied his newly developed method to a patient, 
Liang Chung-yang,  who regained his power of speech 
instantaneously after one such treatment.  Liang had lost 
his power of speech as a result of a cerebral hemorrhage. 
He was still unable to speak after being treated for fifteen 
days with ordinary methods of needling. 
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Huang Di Nei Jing ( ~ p ~ j ~ ,  T h e  
Y e l l o w  Emperor ' s  M a n u a l  of  I n -  
ternal  Medic ine} ,  China's  o ldes t  e x -  
t a n t  m e d i c a l  treat i se ,  w a s  w r i t t e n  
b y  a n u m b e r  of  m e d i c a l  m e n  f r o m  
the fifth to the second century B.C. 
Consisting of 81 essays in 18 vol- 
umes, it deals wi th  a variety of sub- 
jects c o n c e r n i n g  m e d i c a l  t h e o r y  and 
pract ice .  A b o v e  is the  c o v e r  of  a 
16th c e n t u r y  repr in t  of  th is  m a n u a l  

Western medicine was 
introduced to China 
more than one hundred 
years ago. It  has been 
mastered by Chinese 
medical workers and 
has become an organic 
part  of medical practice 
in this country. On the 
other hand, traditional 
Chinese medicine and 
pharmacy summarize 
the experiences gained 
by the Chinese people 
in the course of thou- 
sands of years  of s trug- 
gle against disease. It 
incorporates a great 
wealth of practical ex- 
perience and theoretical 
knowledge and many  
people depend on it. 
Both medical practices 
are necessary. The story 
of Dr. Yang Fu-chih 
shows the new horizons 
that can be opened when 
the two are brought  
together. 

The integration of 
Western medicine and traditional Chinese medicine 
has long been the policy of the Communist  Par ty  and 
People's Government  of China guiding medical work. 
Recently, this has become the main subject of dis- 
cussion in the medical world as a result of the mid- 
November directive issued by the Communist  Par ty ' s  
Central Committee urging Western-trained doctors to 
study traditional Chinese medicine. This policy was 
stressed and t h e  achievements of Chinese medicine were 
reviewed at a 16-day national conference which ended 
earlier this month in Paoting, a city in Hopei Province 
not far  f rom Peking. 

The Communis t  Par ty  directive called for the 
establishment of special courses in Chinese medicine in 
the various provinces and cities. It  specified that  such 
courses should enrol 70 to 80 students each, and that  these 
should be medical college graduates with from two to 
three years '  clinical experience. This should provide 
some two thousand highly qualified doctors skilled both 
in Western and traditional Chinese medicine by the winter  
of 1960 or the spring of 1961. 

N a t i o n w i d e  C a m p a i g n  

The directive touched off a nationwide campaign 
in medical circles to promote the synthesis of Western 
and traditional Chinese medicine with the emphasis on 
the study of traditional medicine by Western-trained 
doctors. Medical circles began to talk of the creation of 
a new Chinese socialist medical science. 

The directive is a new one but its underlying prin- 
ciples are not. Ever since the founding of New China, 

one of the main principles of the state health services has 
been "to bring together physicians practising Chinese 
medicine and those practising Western medicine." 

This policy bore fruit rapidly in the early post-libera- 
tion years. By and large it dispelled the atmosphere of 
contempt which had been fostered in Kuomintang China 
towards doctors of the traditional school. Many cities 
established hospitals and clinics staffed by doctors of the 
traditional school. Most of them had their own research 
laboratories. On the other hand many large hospitals of 
Western medicine began to set up departments of Chinese 
medicine. In 1955 an Academy of Chinese Medicine was 
founded in Peking. Many medical colleges and schools 
of pharmacy set up departments of traditional Chinese 
medicine and many others added traditional Chinese 
medicine to their curricula. 

Stemming from the old attitudes of a blind worship 
of everything Western, there still existed, however, con- 
tempt for and discrimination against traditional medicine. 
In 1955, the Communist Party reiterated its positive policy 
towards Chinese medicine, and urged doctors trained in 
Western medical science to apply themselves to its study, 
This, combined with criticism of erroneous attitudes 
towards Chinese medicine in medical circles, paved the 
road for the later progress of China's medical work. 

In 1955 and 1956 classes were established in six 
leading cities. Some 300 doctors practising Western 
medicine began full-time study of traditional Chinese 
medical science. One of these classes completed its course 
of study this year, and the results were found to be so 

R e p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  b r o n z e  s t a t u e  created by Wang 
W e i - y i  in  t h e  y e a r  1026, d e m o n s t r a t i n g  spots  for 

a c u p u n c t u r e  t r e a t m e n t  
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satisfactory that  it has been decided to set up fur ther  
classes of this type. 

Since 1955 many  short- term and spare-time classes 
were initiated in various parts of the country. Several 
thousand doctors and other medical workers  trained along 
Western lines have mastered the elementary skills of 
Chinese medicine. New and unique methods of t reatment  
have been brought  to light; in some cases ways have 
been found to treat illnesses and diseases for which West- 
ern medicine had no cure or which have proved to be 
improvements on Western methods. Chinese medicine 
offers better methods of treatment,  for example, for a 
wide variety of diseases such as rheumatoid arthritis, 
chronic inflammation of the kidneys, severe ulcers and 
tumours, high blood pressure, infantile paralysis, measles, 
etc., (Peking Rev iew,  No. 40, Dec. 2). The use of willow 
wood to replace broken bones and of chicken skin to 
replace human skin has disproved the old conception held 
by Western medicinal science that  t ransplantat ion could 
not be made from heterogeneous bodies. Chinese medicine 
also knows how to cure appendicitis without  surgery. 

A characteristic aspect of traditional Chinese medicine 
is the fact that  there are many  people who are~not pro- 
fessional physicians a n d  yet  know how to treat  disease--  
some have the skill of a competent  general practit ioner; 
many have a fairly wide range of practical experience or 
knowledge of certain specific remedies. Hence, the cam- 
paigns to "seek out sages" and "collect traditional 
remedies." During the past four years, for example, 1,800 
specialists in Chinese medicine have been brought  to 
public recognition in Hopei Province alone. 

Since the campaign started to collect secret prescrip- 
tions people f rom all walks of life, old Chinese doctors, 
peasants and housewives, have turned in prescriptions 
and methods which they had. Some of these were handed 
down as family secrets for generations. All are being 
carefully, recorded and tested, and many  have received 
high praise. Two traditional Chinese doctors in Hunan 
Province made public a special method of treating cancer 
of the gullet. Invited for consultations to a local hospital 
they treated 50 cases, 80 per cent of which were success- 
fully cured. A cure for snakebite, kept secret in his 
family for generations, was presented to the government  
by Chi Teh-sheng of Kiangsu Province and found to be 
a most effecti~,e remedy. In Kiangsi Province, an ex- 
cellent prescription for treating dysentery  was discovered. 
There has been tremendous mass support  for t~his cam- 
paign. This year alone, Hopei Province collected over 
162,000 prescriptions. 

Doctors with clinical experience are being assigned 
to study under  outstanding Chinese physicians so that  
their skill and experience will not  be lost. 

The training of young apprentices in traditional 
Chinese medicine is also being increased. There are now 
70,000 such apprentices. In three to five years '  time they 
will greatly reinforce the ranks of traditional medical 
workers. In addition, during the past  four years, thir-  
teen colleges and hundreds of secondary schools of tradi- 
tional Chinese medicine have been established. 

Ancient medical l i terature is being translated from 
the classical into modern language. This has been going 
on now for several years and has enabled many  more 
people to gain access to our medical heritage. On the 

other hand, eminent practitioners of traditional medicine 
are being encouraged to write down their theories and 
descriptions of their practical methods. In the higher 
research institutes, systematic experiments are being 
conducted to test the efficacy of Chinese medicine and 
Chinese pharmacology in the light of modern science. 

Since 1955 over 300 hospitals and a large number  of 
clinics of traditional Chinese medicine have been set up. 
Doctors of the traditional school have also been given 
greater opportunities to help national health work. In 
the battle against schistosomiasis they cured a total of 
134,000 patients, many  of them serious cases, f rom 1956 
to 1958. 

All these achievements serve as a good foundation 
for our future  work in integrating traditional Chinese 
and Western medicine. 

A Deeper Understanding 

A most important  product  of this study is a deeper 
understanding of the true nature of Chinese medicine. 
"Chinese traditional medicine is a great  science," states an 
article in Renmin  Ribao (November 20), wri t ten jointly by 
three doctors of the Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences. 
"It  does not, as was imagined, consist merely of a body of 
unrelated experiences. It is a unique theoretical system." 

Pointing out that  one of the main features of Chinese 
medicine is its dialectical method of treatment,  the article 
states that  "this gives it great flexibility in treating dis- 
eases. It bases itself on inductive methods and analysis 
of the symptoms in accordance with eight major  principles 
which take into consideration the numerous variations in 
symptoms." The article gives three other features in 
connection with the dialectical method:  1---considered either 
f rom the physiological or the pathological point of view, 
it takes into account not merely the disease per se, but 
the patient as an indivisible entity, and regards the various 
parts of the human body as interrelated and mutual ly 
affected; 2- - i t  pays great attention also to the influence of 
natural  conditions on the human  body. Different pre- 
scriptions or t reatments may be used for the same kind of 
disease depending on different environments;  3-- i t  puts 
more stress on increasing the resistance of the human body 
and restoring those physiological functions which indirectly 
contribute to the cure of the disease, than on drugs in- 
tended to combat the disease directly. Bearing all this in 
mind, the authors stress again the great importance of 
developing traditional Chinese medicine and bringing 
about its synthesis with Western medicine in order to 
establish a new system of medical science. 

At the recent National Conference on Traditional 
Chinese Medicine, it was decided that the mass line should 
be followed in future  work in Chinese medicine and 
pharmacology. For instance, all medical workers trained 
along Western lines in China will be urged to study tradi- 
tional Chinese medicine; the work will go on for the 
collection of large numbers  of reliable traditional prescrip- 
tions. With such concerted efforts, it is hoped and 
expected that  the synthesis of the two schools of medicine 
will be speedily accomplished. The progress and results 
achieved along this line already show what  a valuable 
contribution this will be to the health of the people of 
China and of mankind as a whole. 
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Documents 

SINO-ALGERIAN COMMUNIQUE 
Following is the text  oi the join$ communique of the Governme,nt o] the Peo- 

ple's Republic o] China and the Provisional Government ol the Republic of Algeria 
signed in Peking on December 20, 1958.  --Ed. 

T the invitation of the Government of the People's Re- 
public of China, a delegation of the Provisional Govern- 

ment of the Republic of Algeria composed of Mahmoud 
Cherif, Minister of Armaments and Supplies, Benyoussef 
Benkhedda, Minister of Social Affairs, and Saad Dahlab, 
Director of the Office of the Ministry of Information, 
visited China from December 3 to 13 and from December 
16 to 20, 1958. 

Mao Tse-tung, Chairman of the People's Republic of 
China, and Chou En-lai, Premier of the State Council, 
received the Delegation of the Provisional Government of 
the Republic of Algeria. 

Chen Yi, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the People's 
Republic of China, Lei Jen-min, Acting Minister of 
Foreign Trade, and Chi Peng-fei, Vice-Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, held talks with the Delegation of the Provisional 
Government of the Republic of Algeria. 

The talks were held in an atmosphere of sincerity 
and friendship. During the talks, the two parties ex- 
changed views on questions concerning the present 
international situation, and particularly the situation of 
the struggle in Algeria and the development of Sino- 
Algerian relations, and reached unanimity of views. 

The two parties were of the common: opinion that the 
present international situation is favourable to the struggle 
of the peoples of the world for the maintenance of world 
peace. Cessation of the testing; and prohibition of the 
use of atomic and thermo-nuclear weapons are the general 
demands of the peoples of the world. Both parties ex- 
pressed their resolute support for these demands. 

The two parties pointed out with pleasure that the 
movement of the peoples of Asia and Africa to safeguard 
and win national independence has already become ari 
irresistible historical trend. The two parties expressed 
their firm support for the Asian and African peoples in 
their struggle against colonialism and were of the opinion' 
that all foreign troops should withdraw from Asian and 
African countries. 

During the talks, the Chinese Government reiterated 
the just stand it solemnly expressed at the Bandung Con- 
ference of supporting resolutely the Algerian people in 
their just struggle for national independence. Algeria 
belongs to the Algerians. The two parties were convinced 
that, supported by the Arab states and peoples and att 
peace-loving countries and peoples of the world, the 
heroic Algerian people persisting in their struggle against 
colonialism will certainly win final victory in nationaI 
liberation. 

During the talks, the two parties studied concrete 
methods to strengthen relations between the two countries 
and affirmed the principle of establishing diplomatic and 
cultural relations between the two countries. The two 
parties indicated their determination to further strengthen 
friendly co-operation between the two countries. 

(Signed) 

CHEN YI 
Minister ol Foreign Affairs 
ol the People's Republic 

o] China 

(Signed) 

M A H M O U D  CHERIF 
Minister oi Armaments and Sup- 
pl/es of the Provisional Govern- 
ment oi the Republic ol AIgerbl 

TO THE VICTORY OF THE ALGERIAN PEOPLE! 
Following are excerpts of the speech made by Vice-Premier and Foreign Minister 

Chert Yi  on December 20 at the reception ol the U.A.R. Ambassador to China Hassan 
Ragab in honour of the Government Delegation of .the Republic o] Algeria. mEal. 

I AM very glad today to gather joyfully once again 
with our distinguished guests, members of the Delega- 

tion of the Provisional Government of the Republic of 
Algeria at this reception given by His Excellency Ambas- 
sador Ragab. 

The Algerian people's struggle against French im- 
perialism is a component part of the anti-imperialist 
struggle of the Arab and African peoples. The heroic 
struggles of the peoples of the United Arab Republic, of 
Iraq and of Algeria have demonstrated the dauntless, 
heroic spirit of the Arab and African peoples, and have 
played a great role in pushing forward the anti-imperialist 
struggle in that area. The All-African Peoples' Confer- 

ence which concluded victoriously in Accra a few days 
ago marks the thriving growth of the national independence 
movements in Africa. We are glad to see that the Arab 
and the Asian and African peoples are closely united in 
their joint struggle against imperialism. The other Arab 
and Asian and African peoples, particularly the Govern- 
ment and people of the United Arab Republic, have given 
powerful support to the Algerian people. This has played 
a great role in encouraging the Algerian people to per- 
severe in their armed struggle against French imperialism. 

The Algerian people's struggle is, furthermore, a com-~ 
portent part of the struggle of the people of the whole 
world for peace and against war. It has therefore won 
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the  s u p p o r t  n o t  ~ n l y  of  t h e  o t h e r  A r a b  a n d  A s i a n  a n d  

A f r i c a n  p e o p l e s ,  b u t  a l s o  of  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  
all o t h e r  p e a c e - l o v i n g  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  p e o p l e s .  T h i s  is  f u l l y  

p r o v e d  b y  t h e  r e c e n t  v o t i n g  o n  t h e  A l g e r i a n  q u e s t i o n  a t  
the  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y .  I n  t h a t  v o t i n g ,  o n l y  
18 c o u n t r i e s  c a s t  n e g a t i v e  v o t e s .  T h i s  s h o w s  t h a t  t h e  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p r e s t i g e  of  A l g e r i a  is  r i s i n g  d a i l y ;  i t  a l so  

c o n f i r m s  o n c e  a g a i n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  E a s t  w i n d  

p r e v a i l s  o v e r  t h e  W e s t  w i n d .  A l g e r i a ,  t h e  U n i t e d  A r a b  

R e p u b l i c ,  a l l  t h o s e  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  a r e a s  of  A s i a ,  A f r i c a  a n d  

La t in  A m e r i c a  w h i c h  a r e  s t r i v i n g  to  w i n  o r  s a f e g u a r d  n a -  

t i o n a l  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s  

h e a d e d  b y  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n ,  a r e  a l l  s o u r c e s  of  t h e  E a s t  

w i n d .  I n  t h e  p r e s e n t  age ,  w i t h  t h e  E a s t  w i n d  p r e v a i l i n g  
o v e r  t h e  W e s t  w i n d ,  w e  a r e  c o n v i n c e d  t h e  A l g e r i a n  p e o p l e  

w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  r e c e i v e  t h e  s u p p o r t  of  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  c o u n -  
t r i e s  a n d  p e o p l e s ,  a n d  b e  a b l e  t o  d e f e a t  t h e  F r e n c h  a g g r e s -  

s o r s  b a c k e d  u p  b y  t h e  U.S.  i m p e r i a l i s t s .  

T h e  D e l e g a t i o n  of  t h e  P r o v i s i o n a l  G o v e r n m e n t  of  t h e  
R e p u b l i c  of  A l g e r i a  is s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o n c l u d i n g  i t s  v i s i t  i n  
C h i n a .  T h e  j o i n t  c o m m u n i q u e  j u s t  s i g n e d  s h o w s  t h a t  o u r  

t w o  c o u n t r i e s  h a v e  r e a c h e d  u n a n i m i t y  of  v i e w s  o n  c e r t a i n  
q u e s t i o n s  of  c o m m o n  i n t e r e s t .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  y o u r  v i s i t  

w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  e n h a n c e  g r e a t l y  t h e  f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s  b e -  

t w e e n  o u r  t w o  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  o u r  m u t u a l  s u p p o r t  i n  o u r  

c o m m o n  s t r u g g l e .  

SIDELRGH.TS 
L a m p s h a d e  Furnace .  In  t h e  r e a r  

cour tya rd  of t he  Bc iwe i  Hote l  in  P e k i n g  
there  is a l i t t l e  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  s ca rce ly  
a foot square .  A t t a c h e d  to one  e n d  is 
a t iny  w o o d e n  be l lows,  a t  t h e  o t h e r  is 
an opening .  S o m e  schoo lboy ' s  n e w  toy?  
No. I t ' s  a n  h o n e s t - t o - g o o d n e s s  f u r n a c e  
which  t u r n s  o u t  some two  p o u n d s  of 
iron in 20 m i n u t e s  u s ing  on ly  b r u s h w o o d  
for fuel .  I t  w a s  b u i l t  by  twe lve-year - .o ld  
Cheng C h a n g - c h e n g  of Hona iL  w h o  c a m e  
to P e k i n g  to a t t e n d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Con-  
ference  of A c t i v e  Y o u n g  B u i l d e r s  of 
Socialism. W h y  w a s t e  t i m e  w h e n  you  
can p r o d u c e  m o r e  i ron  for  t h e  c o u n t r y ?  
he t hough t .  A n d  so he ' s  b e e n  p r o d u c i n g  
iron in his  h o m e - m a d e  f u r n a c e  w h i l e  
a t t e n d i n g  t h e  con fe rence .  

Inc iden ta l ly ,  th i s  t ype  of " L a m p s h a d e  
F u r n a c e "  w h i c h  h e  i n v e n t e d  wa s  u sed  
to t u r n  ou t  m o r e  t h a n  15,000 t ons  of iron 
in H o n a n  P r o v i n c e  d u r i n g  t he  m o n t h  of 
Oc tober  a lone .  

Roads ide  S n a c k  Bars  M o v e  Indoors .  
T h e a t r e g o e r s  a n d  o t h e r  n i g h t  owls  fond  
of a s n a c k  on  t h e i r  w a y  h o m e  n e e d  no  
longer  be  exposed  to t h e  w i n d  a n d  dus t  
w h i c h  c a n  b e  a n n o y i n g  i n  P e k i n g ' s  
win te r .  T h e  f a m o u s  r o a d s i d e  e a t i n g  
s tands  se l l ing  hun~:un (s tuffed d u m p -  
lings) soup,  s t e w e d  t r i p e  a n d  gible ts ,  
shaobing ( w h o l e m e a l  b u n s  coa t ed  w i t h  
sesame  seeds),  f ish a n d  l iquers ,  w h i c h  
fo rm p a r t  of t h e  n i g h t  l i f e  of P e k i n g ,  
h a v e  b e e n  g i v e n  a roof  o v e r  t h e i r  heads .  

P r a c t i c a l l y  al l  of t he  f a m o u s  ou tdoo r  
food s t a n d s  of Xi  Dan,  s h o p p i n g  c e n t r e  
of w e s t  Pek ing ,  h a v e  m o v e d  indoors .  As  
one of t he  v e n d o r s  e x c l a i m e d :  " C o m e  
wind,  c o m e  ra in ,  we ' l l  c a r r y  on  o u r  
bus iness  as u sua l . "  A t r a d i t i o n a l  f e a t u r e  
of P e k i n g  l i fe  ha s  b e e n  i n s t a l l e d  in  a 
new  c o m f o r t a b l e  a n d  s a n i t a r y  e n v i r o n -  
ment .  

o 

S h a n g h a i  U s e s  N a tu ra l  Gas.  S h a n g h a i  
is m a k i n g  w i d e  use  of n a t u r a l  gas  d is -  
c o v e r e d  o v e r  a n  a r e a  of 5,000 s q u a r e  
k i l o m e t r e s  w i t h i n  t h e  c i ty  i t se l f  a n d  t h e  
c o u n t i e s  a r o u n d .  In  t h e  pa s t  two  m o n t h s  
o v e r  1,000 we l l s  w e r e  s u n k  to t a p  t h e  
gas  for  l igh t ing ,  cooking,  g e n e r a t i n g  
power ,  s t e e I - m a k i n g  a n d  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
chemica l s .  Fac to r i e s ,  schools,  g o v e r n -  
m e n t  offices,  shops  a n d  people ' s  comr  
m u n e s  h a v e  al l  t u r n e d  to e x t r a c t i n g  
n a t u r a l  gas  for  t h e i r  o w n  uses.  I t  is 
e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  th i s  wi l l  s ave  a mi l l i on  
tons  of coal.  

Cl in ica l  O b s e r v a t i o n .  A red  scrol l  
edged  w i t h  gold pos t ed  on  t h e  w a l l  of 
t he  d e n t a l  c l in ic  a t t a c h e d  to P e k i n g  
Med ica l  Col lege  a t t r a c t e d  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  
of p a t i e n t s  o n e  d a y  l a s t  week .  I t  w a s  a 
l is t  of n a m e s  of t h e  d e n t i s t s  in  a t t e n d -  
ance,  a n d  u n d e r  e a c h  n a m e  t h e r e  w a s  a 
hook.  B e n e a t h  t h e  scro l l  w a s  a l i t t l e  
p a p e r  box  f i l led  w i t h  s l ips  of r ed  and 
w h i t e  paper .  W h a t  d id  i t  a l l  m e a n ?  
A n o t h e r  p o s t e r  n e a r  b y  g a v e  t h e  ex -  
p l a n a t i o n .  

" W e  w i s h  v e r y  m u c h  to s e r v e y o u  
b e t t e r , "  i t  said,  " a n d  h a v e  t h o u g h t  u p  
t he  fo l l owing  w a y  in  w h i c h  you,  o u r  
pa t i en t s ,  c a n  h e l p  us  i m p r o v e  o u r  work .  
I f  you  a r e  sa t i s f i ed  w i t h  t h e  s e rv i ces  of 
t he  d e n t i s t  w h o  looked  a f t e r  you, p l ea se  
h a n g  a r e d  m a r k e r  u n d e r  h i s  n a m e  to  
s h o w  y o u r  app rova l .  I f  you  a r e n ' t ,  a 
w h i t e  one  wi l l  r eg i s t e r  y o u r  c r i t i c i sm  
a n d  h e  wi l l  do  h i s  be s t  to i m p r o v e  h is  
w o r k .  W e  e a g e r l y  a w a i t  y o u r  c a n d i d  
op in ions . "  I t  was  s igned  by  al l  t h e  
den t i s t s .  

S m e l t e r s  by  the  River .  You can  f ind  
s t e e l - s m e l t e r s  n o t  on ly  in  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  
c i t ies  of Ch ina ,  or  peop le ' s  c o m m u n e s ,  
b u t  a l m o s t  e v e r y w h e r e .  T h e  s tee l  d r i v e  
ha s  s w e p t  t h e  c o u n t r y  so t h a t  t h e y  a r e  
f o u n d  e v e n  in t h e  i nacces s ib l e  u p p e r  
r e a c h e s  of t h e  Y a n g t s e  River .  In  Y u n n a n ,  
peop le  t a k e  s t e e l - m a k i n g  a n d  coppe r -  
m a k i n g  in  t h e i r  s t r ides .  On  t h e  b a n k s  
of t h e  C h i n s h a  R i v e r  s t e e l - s m e l t e r s  a r e  

set  a longs ide  copper  fu rnaces .  T h e  
w o m e n  in  t h e  p r o v i n c e  a r e  p l ay ing  as  
big  a p a r t  as  t h e  men .  M a n y  f u r n a c e s  

and s m e l t e r s  a re  n a m e d  a f t e r  w o m e n ,  a 
t o k e n  of t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t h e y  are  
m a k i n g  to swel l  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  s tee l  ou t -  
put .  

P r o f e s s o r  Chao.  Chao  K u o - m i n g  is h i s  
n a m e .  For  m a n y  y e a r s  h e  w a s  k n o w n  
as " D o u g h  F i g u r e  C h a o , "  a f a m i l i a r  fo lk  
a r t i s t  w h o  m a d e  a n d  sold d o u g h  f igur ines  
on  s t r e e t  corners .  T i n y  b u t  l i fe- l ike ,  
t h e s e  f igur ines  of l e g e n d a r y  h e r o e s  and 
r ea l  peop le  m a d e  o u t  of b i t s  of co loured  
d o u g h  a r e  a f a v o u r i t e  h o u s e h o l d  deco ra -  
t ion  a m o n g  t h e  people.  Desp i t e  his  
ski l l  a n d  a r t i s t r y ,  he  f r e q u e n t l y  h a d  to 
w o r r y  a b o u t  w h e r e  h i s  n e x t  m e a l  w a s  
c o m i n g  f r o m  d u r i n g  t h e  long  a n d  d i f -  
f i cu l t  y e a r s  be fo re  l i be ra t i on .  B u t  t imes  
h a v e  c h a n g e d  a n d  " D o u g h  F i g u r e  C h a o "  
is t o d a y  P r o f e s s o r  C h a o  in t h e  s p a r e -  
t i m e  S h a n g h a i  I n d u s t r i a l  a n d  H a n d i -  
c r a f t s  A r t s  Co l l ege - - - t each ing  h i s  n o w  
r e s p e c t e d  c r a f t  to t h e  y o u n g e r  g e n e r a -  
t ion.  

Q 

N e w  S t e a m  T u r b i n e  P lant .  In Harbin ,  
n o r t h e a s t  C h i n a ' s  r i s i n g  m a c h i n e - b u i l d -  
ing  cen t r e ,  a n e w  m o d e r n  s t e a m  t u r b i n e  
p l a n t  w e n t  in to  o p e r a t i o n  on  D e c e m b e r  
10. 

T h e  H a r b i n  S t e a m  T u r b i n e  P l a n t ,  
w h i c h  t u r n e d  o u t  C h i n a ' s  f i rs t  25,000-kw. 
h i g h - t e m p e r a t u r e ,  h i g h - t e n s i o n  s t e a m  
t u r b i n e  w h i l e  s t i l l  u n d e r  cons t ruc t i on ,  is 
n o w  w o r k i n g  on  a 50,000 kw. h igh-  
t e m p e r a t u r e ,  h i g h - t e n s i o n  s t e a m  t u r b i n e .  

C o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h i s  n e w  p lan t ,  w h i c h  
is e q u i p p e d  w i t h  u p - t o - d a t e  Sov ie t  
m a c h i n e r y  a n d  w a s  b u i l t  w i t h  t h e  he lp  
of Sov ie t  exper t s ,  b e g a n  in M a r c h  1956. 

W i t h  t w o  o t h e r  p l a n t s - - t h e  H a r b i n  
Boi le r  P l a n t  a n d  t h e  H a r b i n  P o w e r  
E q u i p m e n t  P l a n t  w h i c h  w e n t  in to  pro-  
d u c t i o n  e a r l i e r  - -  a p o w e r  g e n e r a t i n g  
e q u i p m e n t  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  c e n t r e  h a s  
b e e n  c rea ted .  
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A r t i f i e i a l  R a i n  

C h i n e s e  sc ient i f ic  w o r k e r s  in  Ki r in ,  
Ka.nsu, Hupeh ,  H u n a n ,  A n h w e i  a n d  Hope i  
P r o v i n c e s  h a v e  success fu l ly  c a u s e d  a r t i -  
ficial r a in fa l l ,  w i t h  r e su l t s  up  to i n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  levels ,  i t  was  r e p o r t e d  a t  a re -  
c e n t  t h r e e - d a y  c o n f e r e n c e  on  ar t i f ic ia l  
p r ec ip i t a t i on .  

B e t w e e n  A u g u s t  8 a n d  S e p t e m b e r  13 
of th i s  year ,  t w e n t y - t w o  e x p e r i m e n t s  
w e r e  c o n d u c t e d  in t he  K i r i n  a r e a  f r o m  
a i r c ra f t ,  w i t h  s e v e n t y  to e i g h t y  p e r  c en t  
success.  T h e  m a n - m a d e  r a i n  fe l l  on  a n  
a r e a  as  l a r g e  as 120 s q u a r e  k i l ome t r e s .  
T h e  h e a v i e s t  r a i n f a l l  r e a c h e d  a m a x i m u m  
of 25 m i l l i m e t r e s  in  some  places.  T h e s e  
e x p e r i m e n t s  h e l p e d  c o u n t e r - a c t  t he  
d r o u g h t  t h a t  a f fec ted  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of 
K i r i n  c i ty  a n d  p a r t s  of Yunch i ,  Ch iaoho ,  
Ch iaho ,  a n d  S h u l a n  Coun t i e s  a n d  b e n e -  
f i ted 40,000 h e c t a r e s  of f a r m l a n d .  T h e  
dec l i n ing  w a t e r  s u p p l y  in t he  F e n g m a n  
R e s e r v o i r  w as  i n c r e a s e d  by  m o r e  t h a n  
60 mi l l i on  cubic  m e t r e s - - e q u i v a l e n t  to 
t h e  w h o l e  capac i t y  of t h e  M i n g  T o m b s  
R e s e r v o i r  n e a r  P ek ing .  I t  wa s  e n o u g h  
to g e n e r a t e  7 mi l l i on  kwh .  of e lec t r ic i ty .  

In  Augus t ,  m e m b e r s  of t h e  C h i n e s e  
A c a d e m y  of Sciences ,  c o - o p e r a t i n g  w i t h  
g o v e r n m e n t  d e p a r t m e n t s  in  K a n s u  
P rov ince ,  c o n d u c t e d  40 e x p e r i m e n t s  a t  
h i g h  a l t i t u d e s  a n d  on  t h e  g r o u n d  in  t h e  
C h i l i e n  M o u n t a i n s .  S ix  of t he  e x p e r i -  
m e n t s  m a d e  f r o m  a i r c r a f t  succeeded  in 
b r i n g i n g  a b o u t  ra in fa l l .  

T h e  w o r k  to d a t e  c l ea r ly  p r o v e s  t h a t  i t  
is pos s ib l e  to c a u s e  a r t i f ic ia l  p r e c i p i t a -  
t ion  i.n t h e  d r y  a r e a s  of C h i n a ' s  n o r t h -  
w e s t  a n d  t he  p rospec t s  for  t he  f u t u r e  a r e  
opt imis t ic .  

T h r o u g h  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t s ,  C h i n e s e  
sc ient i f ic  w o r k e r s  h a v e  by  a n d  l a r g e  
m a s t e r e d  t h e  t e c h n i q u e s  of a r t i f i c ia l  p r e -  
c ip i t a t ion .  In  add i t ion ,  t h e y  h a v e  suc-  
ceeded  in c a u s i n g  r a i n  to fa l l  f r o m  t h i n  
c loud  a c c u m u l a t i o n s ,  c o r r e c t i n g  t he  
e r r o n e o u s  t h e o r y  p u t  f o r w a r d  by  
sc ien t i s t s  of some  c o u n t r i e s  t h a t  th i s  is 
imposs ib le .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  to a r t i f ic ia l  p r ec ip i t a t i on ,  
sc ien t i s t s  a n d  o t h e r s  h a v e  also c a r r i e d  ou t  
success fu l  r e s e a r c h  in t he  a r t i f ic ia l  m e l t -  
ing of ice a n d  snow a n d  t h e  d i s s i p a t i o n  
of cloud,  fog a n d  hai l .  A n o t e w o r t h y  
r e s u l t  w a s  o b t a i n e d  b y  t he  geophys ic i s t s  
w h o  d e r i v e d  500 tons  of w a t e r  a n  h o u r  
p e r  s q u a r e  k i l o m e t r e  of g lac ie r  on t h e  
Ch i l i en  M o u n t a i n s .  

S ince  d ry  a n d  s e m i - d r y  a r e a s  a c c o u n t  
for  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  p a r t  of t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  

t e r r i t o r y ,  a n d  o t h e r  a r e a s  a r e  l i a b l e  to 
be  a f fec ted  by  d r o u g h t  to v a r y i n g  d eg ree s  
a t  d i f f e r en t  seasons ,  a r t i f i c ia l  p r e c i p i t a -  
t i on  is a m a j o r  p r o b l e m  in C h i n a ' s  ef for ts  
to  c on t r o l  t h e  w e a t h e r .  

T h e  c a n f e r e n c e  on  a r t i f i c ia l  p r e c i p i t a -  
t ion  a d o p t e d  a p l a n  fo r  l a rg e - s ca l e  ex -  
p e r i m e n t a t i o n  in  t h e  c o m i n g  y e a r  in  
K i r i n  a n d  f ive o t h e r  p rov inces .  P r a c t i c a l  
d r o u g h t  p r e v e n t i o n  w o r k  wi l l  b e  c a r r i e d  
ou t  in  a r e a s  e x c e e d i n g  t ens  of t h o u s a n d s  
of  s q u a r e  k i l ome t r e s .  E x p e r i m e n t s  a n d  
p r a c t i c a l  w o r k  in  t h e  a r t i f ic ia l  m e l t i n g  of 
ice a n d  s n o w  a n d  t h e  d i s s i p a t i o n  of 
c louds  a~d  ha i l  wi l l  also be  e x t e n d e d .  

A success fu l  e x p e r i m e n t  in  a r t i f i c ia l  
s n o w  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  a t  T u n g k a n g ,  
F u s u n g  Coun ty ,  K i r i n  P r o v i n c e ,  in  n o r t h -  
eas t  China .  T h e  ar t i f ic ia l  s~now, c r e a t e d  
by  b u r n i n g  c h e m i c a l s  on  t h e  g round ,  fe l l  
for  a w h o l e  d ay  on  N o v e m b e r  24. I t  fe l l  
on ly  in  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t a l  zone  w i t h o u t  
a f fec t ing  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  a reas .  

A c c o r d i n g  to t h e  me teo ro log i s t s ,  b u r n -  
ing c h e m i c a l s  on  t h e  grou~qd c a n  p rec ip i -  
t a t e  s,now in t h e  w i n t e r  a n d  rai.n in  t h e  
s u m m e r ,  b o t h  in m o u n t a i n o u s  a r e a s  a n d  
in t h e  p la ins ,  p r o v i d e d  t h e r e  a r e  s u i t a b l e  
c loud f o r m a t i o n s .  

T h e  f ine  s m o k e  pa r t i c l e s  c r e a t e d  b y  
the  b u r n i n g  r i se  to a h i g h  a l t i t u d e  a n d  
p r e c i p i t a t e  t h e  f r eez ing  of m o i s t  in  t h e  
clouds.  

Th i s  m e t h o d  is e a sy  to m a s t e r  a n d  
l a r g e - s c a l e  a r t i f i c ia l  w e a t h e r  co~ntrol c a n  
be  u n d e r t a k e n  w i t h  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of 
t he  m a s s  of t h e  people.  

T h e  e x p e r i m e n t  was  c o n d u c t e d  joi~qtly 
b y  t h e  c e n t r a l  m e t e o r o l o g i c a l  se rv ices ,  
t he  m e t e o r o l o g i c a l  b u r e a u x  of K i r i n  a n d  
L i a o n i n g  P r o v i n c e s  a n d  t h e  Peop le ' s  
L i b e r a t i o n  A r m y  u~ i t s  s t a t i o n e d  the re ,  
ur ider  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  K i r i n  P r o -  
v inc i a l  C o m m i t t e e  of t h e  C h i n e s e  Com-  
m u n i s t  P a r t y .  

A t o m i c  S c i e n c e  

C h i n a ' s  f i rs t  7,000 to 10,000 kw. e x p e r i -  
m e n t a l  h e a v y - w a t e r  r eac to r ,  w h i c h  w e n t  
in to  f o r m a l  o p e r a t i o n  on  S e p t e m b e r  27, 
ha s  p r o d u c e d  t h i r t y - t h r e e  k i n d s  of 
r a d i o a c t i v e  isotopes.  A 25-Mev  p a r t i c l e  
a c c e l e r a t o r  a n d  n e a r l y  t en  o t h e r  k i n d s  of 
a c c e l e r a t o r s  h a v e  b e e n  p roduced .  Dif-  
f e r e n t  d e t e c t i n g  i n s t r u m e n t  u n i t s  n e e d e d  
i.n t h e  p e a c e f u l  uses  of a t o m i c  e n e r g y  
h a v e  a lso  b e e n  p roduced ,  i n c l u d i n g  
.nuclear  e m u l s i o n  p la tes ,  m a n y  k i n d s  of 
c o u n t e r  tubes ,  100-channe l  i m p u l s e  h e i g h t  
a n a l y s e r s ,  5 0 - c h a n n e l  i m p u l s e  h e i g h t  
a ,nalysers  a n d  v a r i o u s  s p e c t r o m e t e r s  a n d  
i so tope  s e p a r a t o r s .  

T h e  t h i r t y - t h r e e  k i n d s  of radioactive 
i so topes  p r o d u c e d  i nc luded  cobalt 60; 
s o d i u m  24, p h o s p h o r u s  32 a n d  calcium 45. 
C o b a l t  60 c a n  b e  u sed  to t r e a t  cancer  aM 
to d e t e c t  i n t e r n a l  f a u l t s  in  metals. In 
a g r i c u l t u r e ,  r e s e a r c h  on  i ts  use  to post- 
p o n e  s p r o u t i n g  i n  p l a n t s  a n d  prevent  r0t- 
t i ng  ivi s t o r ag e  is b e i n g  conducted. 
P h o s p h o r u s  32 can  'be used  as a tracer 
a t o m  to s t u d y  c o m p l i c a t e d  problems in- 
c l u d in g  t h e  n u t r i t i o n  of p lan ts .  

C h i n a ' s  a t o m i c  sc ience  a n d  technique 
h a v e  c a u g h t  up  w i t h  a d v a n c e d  world 
leve ls  in  s o m e  aspects .  

N u c l e a r  e m u l s i o n  is used  to record 
t r a c e s  of v a r i o u s  r a d i a t i o n s  and  is one 
of t h e  i m p o r t a n t  tools  in  a tomic  sc ience  
T h e  n u c l e a r  e m u l s i o n  p l a t e  producedin  
C h i n a  s u r p a s s e s  t h a t  of the  world-kn0wn 
B r i t i s h  p r o d u c t s  of t h e  s a m e  kind. 

T h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of 100-channel  impulse 
h e i g h t  a n a l y s e r s  a n d  50-channe l  impulse 
h e i g h t  a n a l y s e r s  d e m o n s t r a t e s  tha t  China 
h a s  m a s t e r e d  t h e  c o m p l i c a t e d  technique 
of a tomic  e lec t ronics .  

THEATRE 

S h e n s i  O p e r a  

W h e n  t h e  S h e n s i  O p e r a  Troupe  ended 
its t o u r  in  P e k i n g  ea r ly  th i s  month, it 
h a d  e n h a n c e d  t h e  af fec t ion which 
t h e a t r e g o e r s  of t h e  cap i t a l  h a v e  for tradio 
t i o n a l  o p e r a  f r o m  C h i n a ' s  northwest;  it 
also  d e l i g h t e d  t h e m  w i t h  new operas 
p r o d u c e d  s ince  l i be ra t i on .  The  troupe 
b r o u g h t  t h r e e  c o m p a n i e s  p laying three 
d i f f e r en t  k i n d s  of local  ope ra - -Ch in  
Chiang, Meihu a n d  Hua. They gave 
o v e r  ni ,nety p e r f o r m a n c e s  of thirty 
operas .  

T h e  Chin Chiang (Ch in  Melodies} are 
a m o n g  t h e  o ldes t  of local  operas.  They 
o r i g i n a t e d  in  p r e s e n t - d a y  Shens i  Pr0v- 
ince,  s i t e  of t h e  a n c i e n t  S t a t e  of Chin 
d u r i n g  t h e  E a s t e r n  C h o u  per iod (770-221 
B.C.), a ~ d  b e c a m e  q u i t e  popu l a r  in Pe- 
k i n g  t o w a r d s  t h e  e n d  of the  Ming 
d:~nasty  (1.368-1644 A.D.). In  1780 local 
o p e r a  t r o u p e s  c a m e  f r o m  various parts 
of t h e  c o u n t r y  to P e r f o r m  in Peking at 
t h e  s e v e n t i e t h  b i r t h d a y  celebrations of 
t h e  E m p e r o r  C h i e n  L u n g  of the  succeed- 
ing  C h i ~ g  d y n a s t y .  A m o n g  them was 
Wei  C h a n g - s h e n g ,  a f a m o u s  Chin Chiang 
a c t o r  w h o  p l a y e d  f e m a l e  roles;  his sing- 
ing c r e a t e d  a s e n s a t i o ~  in the  capital, 
a n d  t h e  " n e w  me lod i e s  of Ch in"  which 
h e  s a n g  h a d  q u i t e  a v o g u e  for  a time. 
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Meihu is one  of the  mos t  popu la r  
types of o p e r a  a m o n g  the  people  in 
nor thwest  China.  Evo lved  f r o m  folk 
song, it has  r e t a i ned  its close l inks  w i th  
the work ing  people  t h r o u g h o u t  the  cen-  
turies of f euda l  rule.  Unl ike  Chin 
Chiang, w h i c h  is c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by its 
strident, s t i r r ing  notes,  Meihu melod ies  
are t ende r  though  lively. I t  is the i r  
music m o r e  than  a n y t h i n g  else w h i c h  
dist inguishes t hese  Shens i  operas .  

Hua ope ra  o r ig ina t ed  f r o m  a type  of 
shadow play  p o p u l a r  in t he  a r ea  a r ound  
Hua Mounta in ,  f r o m  w h i c h  it got its 
name. I t  is also k n o w n  as the  Wan Wan 
Chiang (Bowl Melodies,  Wan m e a n s  a 
bowl), f rom the  b ronze  pe rcuss ion  in-  
s t rument  s h a p e d  l ike a bowl  w h i c h  is 
used in t h e  orches t ra .  I~ was  only  two  
years ago tha t  t h e s e  s h a d o w  plays  w e r e  
taken over  to be p e r f o r m e d  by ac tors  on 
the Shens i  s tage,  b r ing ing  a w e l c o m e  
addition to t he  t r ad i t i ona l  reper to i re .  

The Shens i  Opera  T r oupe  p e r f o r m e d  
many fine t r ad i t iona l  pieces  in all  t he se  
styles du r ing  its Pek ing  tour.  Visiting 
West Lake was  one  of the  mos t  d r a m a t i c  
and as popu l a r  as it a lwa ys  proves .  I ts  
theme has  a neve r - f a i l i ng  appea l :  a 
chaste and  courageous  hero ine ,  s t e a d f a s t  
in he r  love, and  t rag ica l ly  bese t  by 

enemies. In th is  case  it is Li Hu i -n i ang  
who loves the  scholar ,  Pei  Sheng ,  bu t  
has fa l len  in to  t h e  c lu tches  of Chia  S h i h -  
tao, a c o r r u p t  official. S h e  re fuses  to 
submit  to h i m  and  is kil led.  Even  a f t e r  
her dea th  h e r  sp i r i t  p ro tec t s  t he  m a n  she  
loves, sav ing  his  l i fe  f r o m  a m u r d e r e r  
sent by Chia.  

At  a superf ic ia l  glance,  Shens i  ope ra  
looks l ike P e k i n g  opera.  I t  has  t he  s a m e  
stylized cos tumes ,  m a k e - u p  and  s ty le  of 
acting and  s t age  conven t ions  (use of 
p a n t o m i m e  to ind ica te  rea l  ob jec ts  ~ t h e  
gestures of open ing  and  s t e pp ing  t h r o u g h  
a n o n - e x i s t e n t  door,  etc.), economic  use  
of p rops  and  decor  and  
so on, bu t  i ts  mus ica l  
style sets  it a p a r t  im- 
media te ly  and  also its 

g rea te r  use  of d ia logue  
and r e c i t a t i v e  accom-  
panied or  u n a c c o m -  
panied by music .  Ma 
Lan-yu,  a y o u n g  ac-  
tress, used  all  t he se  

arts  to m a k e  a m o s t  
appeal ing  he ro ine  in 
Visiting West Lake. 
Tien Teh-hua ,  a. ve t -  
eran Chin Chiang ac-  
tor n o w  ove r  s even ty  
y e a r s  of age,  p l ayed  
the role  of Chia  w i t h  
sui table  r epu l s iveness .  
His m a n n e r i s m s  and  

cynica l  cack le  cha rac t e r i zed  th is  rogue  
to pe r f ec t i on  w h i l e  t h e  p lay  br ings  out  
the  full  l eng ths  of his r e l en t l e s s  callouc,- 
hes s  in t he  scene  w h e r e  he comes  w i t h  
his  u n d e r l i n g s  "to t ry  the  ghos t , "  a f t e r  
Pet  S h e n g  has  been  saved  f rom the  
s w o r d  of t he  assassi~n. He w a n t s  t he  
h a n d  of t he  l aw  to r each  beyo,nd the  
g r a v e  itself.  But  in the  end it is not  the  
p o w e r f u l  official who  t r i u m p h s  but  the  
s t e a d f a s t  girl. Chia  is f r i g h t e n e d  to 
d e a t h  by the  a p p e a r a n c e  of h e r  spiri t .  

Three Drops of Blood is a comedy  and  
a sat i re .  An  i n c o m p e t e n t  b o o k w o r m  of 
a m a g i s t r a t e  puts  impl ic i t  t rus t  in a 

m e t h o d  he  th inks  he  has  read  abou t  of 
dec id ing  p a t e r n i t y  cases  by see ing  
w h e t h e r  d rops  of blood f r o m  two pe r sons  
ming l e  or  not.  S o m e t i m e s  they  do and  
s o m e t i m e s  they  don ' t ,  d e p e n d i n g  on the  

w e a t h e r ;  but,  in t he  absence  of any  real  

i nves t iga t ion  of t he  c i r cums tances ,  this  
l eads  to fami l ies  be ing  ru th l e s s ly  to rn  
asunder .  The  Shens i  t roupe  p lays  th is  
Chin Chiang opera  w i th  g rea t  f r e shnes s  
~ll:d humour .  Seve ra l  cr i t ics  have  com-  
p a r e d  it to t he  f amous  Kunchu ope ra  

Fifteen Strings of Cash, a d r a m a  of de-  
tect ion and  mi sca r r i age  of jus t ice  w h i c h  
was  the  ta lk  of t he  t o w n  a f e w  yea r s  ago. 
The  touch of this  Shens i  p roduc t ion ,  h o w -  
ever ,  s eems  to be both  l igh te r  and  not  so 
b i t t e r ly  probing.  

In  its Orphan of the Chao Family, the  
Shens i  t roupe  gave  a n o t h e r  exce l l en t  pe r -  
fo rmance .  This  is a ve r s ion  of one  of 
those  bloody,  rea l - l i fe  dynas t i c  d r a m a s  of 
old Ch ina  in w h i c h  the  courage  and  
loyal ty  of m e n  to the i r  ideals  sh ine  out  
al l  t he  b r i g h t e r  because  of the  perf idy  
t h a t  s u r r o u n d s  them.  To cur ry  f avour  
w i t h  the  empero r ,  Tu An-ku ,  a ru th les s  
m i n i s t e r  of t he  S t a t e  of .Tsin du r ing  the  
E a s t e r n  Chou per iod,  kills t he  P r i m e  
M in i s t e r  Chao Tun,  a loyal,  up r igh t  man ,  
and  m a s s a c r e s  his  k ins fo lk  in a va in  a t -  
t e m p t  to ave r t  r e t r ibu t ion .  

A scene from Visiting West Lake. Li Hui-niang's 
ghost  saves  Pei  Sheng from assassination 

Only Chao ' s  in fan t  g r a n d s o n  escapes.  
He  c a n n o t  be  found.  Tu t h r e a t e n s  to 
kill eve ry  b a b y  of the  s ame  age in the  
l and  if t he  chi ld  is not  de l ive red  up 
w i th in  t h r e e  days.  To save  the  ch i ld ren  of 
the  coun t ry  and  the  o rphan .  Chao Tun ' s  
two  f r iends ,  C h e n g  Ying and  Ku.ngsun 
Shu-ch iu ,  w h o  h a v e  h idden  the  baby,  
ha t ch  a d e s p e r a t e  plot. Cheng  Ying puts  
his o w n  chi ld  i~ K u n g s u n ' s  house,  t hen  
goes to Tu A n - k u  to " i n f o r m "  h i m  tha t  
Kungsun  is h id ing  Chao ' s  g randchi ld .  
Cheng ' s  o w n  chi ld  and  K u n g s u n  are  
kil led,  bu t  t he  sole he i r  of t he  Chao 
fami ly  is s aved  and  g rows  up to av en g e  
tile d e a t h  of his f ami ly  and  rid the  coun-  
t ry  of its evi l  genius,  Tu An-ku .  

The  Shens i  ac to r s  do full  jus t ice  to the  
d r a m a t i c  m o m e n t s  of The Orphan. The  
scene  w h e n  Tu A n - k u  f inds the  chi ld in 
K u n g s u n ' s  house  is t a i l o r - m a d e  for  the  
te rse  d r a m a t i c  id iom of the  t r ad i t iona l  
thea t re .  The  two  f r i ends  h a v e  to act  in 
such  a w a y  as to dece ive  the  wi ly  
m i n i s t e r  and  ye t  st if le t he i r  o w n  pro-  
found  emot ions .  C h e n g  has  to see his 
o w n  son and  f r i end  pu t  to d e a t h  yet  give 
the  i m p r e s s i o n  of r emorse l e s s  sa t i s fac-  
t ion to Tu A n - k u  wh i l e  sh o win g  t h e  
aud ience  tha t  th is  over lays  po ignan t  
sor row.  Chao Yu-p ing  in a m a s t e r l y  
po r t r aya l  of Cheng  Ying ach ieves  th is  
diff icul t  " d o u b l e - t a k e "  in emot ions .  Li 
Chi-chu,  in t h e  role of his f r i end  K u n g -  
sun  in t he  s a m e  episode,  gives a mov ing  
p e r f o r m a n c e  of a m a n  who  faces  dea th  
w i t h o u t  f e a r  and  yet  has  to s imu la t e  
fear ;  w h o  feels  s o r r o w  at  pa r t i ng  f r o m  
a dea r l y  loved f r i end  bu t  has  to keep  tha t  
so r row  h i d d e n  u n d e r  a m a s k  of hate.  

DuriJag its m o n t h  in the  capi tal ,  the  
Shens i  ope ra  t r oupe  also s taged  seve ra l  
p lays  w i t h  m o d e r n  themes .  I ts  Spring 
Thunder on Yingshan Mountain is about  
the  effor ts  of t he  people  in the  n o r t h w e s t  
to b r ing  v i ta l  w a t e r  to the i r  loess h igh-  
lands .  I ts  Liang Chiu-yen, to men t i o n  
a n o t h e r  of its m o d e r n  efforts ,  is an up-  
t o -da t e  ve r s ion  of an age-old  t h e m e - - t h e  
s t ruggle ,  in th is  case  of two  young 
peasan t s ,  for  the  f r e e d o m  to choose the i r  

o w n  m a t e s  in mar r i age .  

Shens i  ope ra  t akes  t hese  n e w  th ings  
in its s t r ide .  Dur ing  the  w a r  aga ins t  t he  
J a p a n e s e  invade r s  and  the  W a r  of L ibe ra -  
t ion,  t h e  r evo lu t i ona ry  cadres  g a th e r ed  in 
Y e n a n  and  t h e  res t  of t he  l i be ra t ed  a reas  
in Shens i  deve loped  a g rea t  affect ion for  
all  t h e s e  t r ad i t i ona l  f o r m s  of opera,  and  
the  Y e n a n  t h e a t r e  w o r k e r s  adap ted  t h e m  
to d r a m a t i z e  t he  r evo lu t i ona ry  s t ruggles  
of the  t ime.  So it is no .new th ing  fo r  
t hese  t r ad i t i ona l  f o r m s  to be dea l ing  w i t h  
m o d e r n  themes .  F u r t h e r m o r e  Shens i  
opera ,  a n d  pa r t i cu l a r l y  Meihu, has  n e v e r  

lost  t he  c o m m o n  touch.  

C HIANG TUNG 
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Berlin for  the German PeopIe 

In  i t s  D e c e m b e r  '14 ed i t o r i a l  e x p r e s s i n g  
t he  C h i n e s e  peop le ' s  fu l l  s u p p o r t  for  t h e  
Sov ie t  p roposa l  to t u r n  W e s t  B e r l i n  in to  
a d e m i l i t a r i z e d  f r ee  city,  R e n m i n  Ribao 
gives  cogen t  r ep l i e s  to t h e  f l imsy ob jec -  
t ions  r a i s e d  b y  t h e  W e s t e r n  coun t r i e s .  
One  is t he  so -ca l l ed  " d e f e n c e  of f r e e d o m  
in W e s t  B e r l i n . "  T h e  ed i t o r i a l  asks ,  
" W h a t  k i n d  of ' f r e e d o m '  a r e  t h e y  t r y i n g  
to d e f e n d ? "  " I t  is t h e i r  ' f r e e d o m '  to t u r n  
Wes t  B e r l i n  i n to  a c e n t r e  of 'cold w a r '  
a n d  a n  ou tpos t  of a g g r e s s i o n  a g a i n s t  
t he  G e r m a n  D e m o c r a t i c  Repub l i c  a n d  to 
d r a g  t he  peop le  of Be r l i n ,  of G e r m a n y ,  
of t h e  w h o l e  of E u r o p e  a n d  t he  w o r l d  
in to  wa r .  I t  is t h i s  ' f r e e d o m '  of t he  
i m p e r i a l i s t s  t h a t  d e p r i v e s  t he  peop le  of 
W e s t  B e r l i n  of t h e i r  f r e e d o m . "  

A n o t h e r  a r g u m e n t  p u t  up  b y  t h e  
W e s t e r n  c o u n t r i e s  is t h e i r  a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  
t h e  f o u r - p o w e r  a g r e e m e n t  c a n n o t  be  
a b r o g a t e d  u n i l a t e r a l l y .  B u t  t h e  P o t s d a m  

I W~ST 86RLiN 

Dig  it out!  By Ying Tao 

A g r e e m e n t  c l e a r l y  l a id  d o w n  t h a t  G e r -  
m a n y  m u s t  be to ta l ly  d i s a r m e d  a n d  
demi l i t a r i z ed ,  a n d  t h a t  G e r m a n  m i l i t a -  
r i s m  a n d  N a z i s m  rrr~ast n e v e r  be  r ev ived .  
H o w e v e r ,  t he  W ~ s t e r n  p o w e r s  h a v e  
u n s c r u p u l o u s l y  t r a m p l e d  on  t h e  ag ree -  
m e n t ,  R e n m i n  Riba~) notes .  T w o  docu-  
m e n t s  r ecen t l y  p u b K s h e d  by  t he  G o v e r n -  
m e n t  of the  G.D.R., t h e  m e m o r a n d u m  on  
t he  t h r e a t  to p e a c e  r e p r e s e n t e d  by  t h e  
policy of a r m i n g  W e s t  G e r m a n y  a n d  t h e  
W h i t e  P a p e r  on t h e  a g g r e s s i v e  pol icy of 
t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  of  t h e  F e d e r a l  Repub l i c  
of G e r m a n y ,  a r e  a m o s t  c o n v i n c i n g  in-  

d i c t m e n t  s h o w i n g  t h a t  i t  is t h e  U n i t e d  
S ta tes ,  B r i t a i n  a n d  F r a n c e  w h i c h  h a v e  
u n i l a t e r a l l y  a b r o g a t e d  t h e  f o u r - p o w e r  
a g r e e m e n t .  

W e s t e r n  r u l i n g  c i rc les  h a v e  r a i s e d  t h e  
p r e t e x t  t h a t  a so lu t ion  of t h e  B e r l i n  
q u e s t i o n  d e p e n d s  on  t h e  r e u n i f i c a t i o n  of 
G e r m a n y ,  t h e  ed i t o r i a l  po in t s  out .  In  
do ing  so, t h e y  h a v e  once  a g a i n  b r o u g h t  
ou t  t h e i r  t a t t e r e d  p l a n  fo r  t h e  "un i f i c a -  
t ion  of G e r m a n y  t h r o u g h  f ree  e lec t ions ."  
T h i s  is in  f ac t  a s c h e m e  for  t h e  a n n e x a -  
t ion  of t h e  G.D.R. by Wes t  G e r m a n y  
a n d  t he  a b s o r p t i o n  of t h e  w h o l e  of G e r -  
m a n y  in to  t h e  N A T O  bloc. I t  is  a n  
a b s o l u t e  p i p e - d r e a m .  G e r m a n y  b e lo n g s  
to the  G e r m a n  peop le  a n d  t h e  r e u n i f i c a -  
t ion  of G e r m a n y  c a n  on ly  be  c a r r i e d  o u t  
by  t he  G e r m a n  people  t h e m s e l v e s .  No 
f o r e ign  i n t e r v e n t i o n  is pe rmi s s ib l e .  

C a m b o d i a n -  T h a i  R e l a t i o n s  
Tense-- Why ? 

O b s e r v e r  n o t e s  in  Renrnin Ribao (Dec. 
14) t h a t  s ince  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  C a m -  
bod ia  a n d  T h a i l a n d  b e c a m e  tense ,  t h e  
T h a i  a u t h o r i t i e s  h a v e  r e p e a t e d l y  s l an -  
d e r e d  C h i n a  in a n  a t t e m p t  to s h i f t  t h e  
b l a m e  for  t h e i r  w o r s e n i n g  r e l a t i ons  w i t h  
C a m b o d i a  o n t o  Ch ina .  " T h e  a i m  of t he se  
t o t a l l y  g r o u n d l e s s  s l a n d e r s  is to c o v e r  
up  t h e  r ea l  fac ts ,  m i s l e a d  w o r l d  o p i n i o n  
a n d  c r e a t e  a p r e t e x t  for  U.S. a g g r e s s i o n  
a n d  e x p a n s i o n  in  I n d o - C h i n a . "  

" T h e  fac t  is," he  wr i t e s ,  " t h a t  t h e  
w o r s e n i n g  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  C a m b o d i a  
a n d  T h a i l a n d  h a v e  b e e n  solely  m a n u -  
f a c t u r e d  by  U.S. i m p e r i a l i s m .  E v e r  s ince  
C a m b o d i a  d e c l a r e d  i t s  policy, of peace  
a n d  n e u t r a l i t y ,  U.S. i m p e r i a l i s m  h a s  u sed  
i ts  l a c key s  to b r i n g  p r e s s u r e  on  it. A f t e r  
C a m b o d i a  e s t a b l i s h e d  d i p l o m a t i c  r e l a -  
t ions  w i t h  C h i n a ,  U.S. i m p e r i a l i s m  in -  
tens i f ied  its ef for ts  to i n s t i ga t e  T h a i l a n d  
a n d  s o u t h  V i e t - n a m  in s t i r r i n g  u p  
t r o u b l e  w i t h  C a m b o d i a .  Al l  t h i s  w a s  
i n t e n d e d  to c r e a t e  d i f f icu l t ies  for  C a m -  
b o d i a  a n d  force  i t  to  g ive  u p  i ts  pol icy  
of p e a c e  a n d  n e u t r a l i t y .  T h e  r e c e n t  
w o r s e n i n g  of r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  C a m b o d i a  
a n d  T h a i l a n d  is p a t e n t l y  p a r t  of t h i s  U.S. 
i m p e r i a l i s t  i n t r i g u e . "  

" C h i n a  h a s  m a d e  c o n s i s t e n t  e f for ts  to 
d e v e l o p  f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  a l l  A s i a n  
a n d  A f r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s  in  a c c o r d a n c e  
w i t h  t h e  five p r i n c i p l e s  of p e a c e f u l  co- 
e x i s t e n c e  a n d  t h e  B a n d u n g  spir i t .  S h e  
w a n t s  al l  A s i a n  a n d  A f r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s  to  
coex is t  peace fu l ly , "  O b s e r v e r  s ta tes .  
" C h i n a  a n d  C a m b o d i a  h a v e  m a i n t a i n e d  

f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s  in  t h e  past ,"  he recalls, 
" a n d  t h e i r  f o r m a l  es tabl i shment  of 
d i p l o m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s  is a na tu ra l  outcome 
of t h e i r  s t r i c t  o b s e r v a n c e  of the five 
p r i n c i p l e s  of p e a c e f u l  coexistence, es- 
pec ia l ly  of n o n - i n t e r f e r e n c e  in each 
o t h e r ' s  i n t e r n a l  a f fa i r s  and  mutual re- 
spec t  for  e a c h  o t h e r ' s  sovereignty."  

" F r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  China and 
C a m b o d i a  do no t  p r ec lude  thei r  having 
f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  o ther  countries," 
O b s e r v e r  con t inues .  " W e  not  only sin- 
ce re ly  hope  t h a t  C a m b o d i a  and  Thailand 
wi l l  m a i n t a i n  f r i e n d l y  re la t ions  but that 
s u c h  r e l a t i o n s  wi l l  also be established 
b e t w e e n  C h i n a  a n d  Tha i l and  on the 
bas i s  of the  five p r inc ip les  of peaceful 
coex i s tence .  T h e  Ch in ese  people value 
t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  f r i e n d s h i p  wi th  the peo- 
ple  of T h a i l a n d .  C h i n a  has  repeatedly 
e x t e n d e d  t h e  h a n d  of f r i endsh ip  to Thai- 
l a n d  in t h e  hope  of i m p r o v i n g  relations 
b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  coun t r i es .  But, under 
t h e  p r e s s u r e  of t h e  U n i t e d  States, the 
T h a i  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  a g a i n s t  the  will of the 
peop le  of T h a i l a n d ,  h a v e  adopted an 
u n f r i e n d l y  pol icy t o w a r d s  China. The 
r e c e n t  p e r s e c u t i o n  of Chinese  residents 
in  T h a i l a n d  a n d  t h e  s landers  against 
C h i n a  in  r e g a r d  to Thai land-Cambodia 
r e l a t i o n s  a r e  t h e  r e s u l t  of Thailand's 
f o l l owing  f u r t h e r  of U.S. policy. We 
c a n n o t  b u t  e x p r e s s  g r e a t  regret  over 
th is . "  

O b s e r v e r  w r i t e s  t h a t  " t h e  Chinese peo- 
ple  u n d e r s t a n d  h o w  T h a i l a n d  is placed; 
t h e y  h a v e  a l l  a long  adop ted  an  attitude 
of w a i t i n g  p a t i e n t l y  on the  question of 
i m p r o v e m e n t  of r e l a t i ons  between the 
two  coun t r i e s ,  b u t  t h e y  wi l l  never  "permit 
t h e  T h a i  a u t h o r i t i e s  to encroach  upon 
t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  a n d  m a k e  vicious attacks 
on  C h i n a . "  

I t e  s t r e s se s  t h a t  u n i t y  among  the Asian 
c o u n t r i e s  c o n f o r m s  to t h e  common in- 
t e r e s t s  of t h e  A s i a n  peoples.  U.S. im- 
p e r i a l i s m  w h i c h  a i m s  to enslave the 
A s i a n  peop les  does  n o t  w a n t  to see them 
un i t ed .  T h e  tac t i cs  of "d iv ide  and rule" 
a n d  " u s e  A s i a n s  to  f ight  Asians"  have 
t r a d i t i o n a l l y  b e e n  u sed  by  U.S. imperi- 
a l i sm.  T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  now seeks to 
c r e a t e  d i s p u t e s  b e t w e e n  Tha i land  and 
C a m b o d i a  n o t  on ly  to force  Cambodia 
to g ive  u p  i t s  pol icy of peace  and neu- 
t r a l i t y  b u t  a lso to t i g h t e n  U.S. control 
o v e r  T h a i l a n d .  

" I t  is n e c e s s a r y  fo r  t h e  As ian  peoples 
to h e i g h t e n  t h e i r  v i g i l a n c e  and  beware 
of U.S. i m p e r i a l i s t  i n t r i g u e s  intended to 
sow d i scord  a m o n g  t h e m , "  Observer 
conc ludes .  

Rountree" s Middle East "Visit" 

A R e n m i n  Ribao c o m m e n t a r y  on 

D e c e m b e r  16 says :  As  t he  old Chinese 
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"The ministers then turned to military affairs . . . .  " 
By  Cheng Wen-chung  

p r o v e r b  h a s  it, " I t  is e a sy  to c h a n g e  t h e  
r ive rs  a n d  m o u n t a i n s ,  b u t  i t  is  d i f f icul t  
to c h a n g e  one ' s  n a t u r e . "  J u s t  so, t h e  
U.S. i m p e r i a l i s t s  h a v e  no t  l e a r n t  a n y -  
th ing  f r o m  t h e  f a i l u r e  of t h e i r  a r m e d  
aggress ion  in  t he  M i d d l e  East ,  a n d  of 
l a te  h a v e  b e e n  t r y i n g  by  e v e r y  m e a n s  to 
ca r ry  ou t  n e w  agg re s s ive  p l a n s  in  t h e  
area .  

T h e  c o m m e n t a r y  r e f e r s  to  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
pac ts  n o w  b e i n g  p r e p a r e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  I r a n ,  T u r k e y  a n d  
P a k i s t a n  and ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  to i t s  u n d e r -  
h a n d  s u b v e r s i o n  a n d  d i s r u p t i o n  in  t he  
Midd le  E a s t  coun t r i e s .  On  D e c e m b e r  6, - 
t h e  U.S. A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e  
R o u n t r e e  s t a r t e d  h is  " v i s i t "  to t h e  M i d d l e  
Eas t  w i t h  h is  b a g g a g e  loaded  w i t h  s u c h  
poison. To s u g a r - c o a t  t h e  poison,  i t  is 
r epor t ed ,  R o u n t r e e  also i n t e n d s  to offer  
some " f inanc i a l  a id ."  B u t  pub l i c  op in ion  
in t h e  M i d d l e  Eas t  h a s  a l r e a d y  e xpose d  
the  f ac t  t h a t  R o u n t r e e  w e n t  t h e r e  w i t h  
the  a i m  of d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  u n i t y  of t h e  

A r a b  people,  a n d  w i t h  p lo t s  to u n d e r -  
m i n e  those  A r a b  c o u n t r i e s  w h i c h  a d h e r e  
to t he  policy of n a t i o n a l  i n d e p e n d e n c e .  

U.S. i m p e r i a l i s m ,  as  i t  a l w a y s  h a s  in  
t h e  pas t ,  is  w a v i n g  t h e  a n t i - c o m m u n i s t  
flag in  a n  ef for t  to cove r  up  i ts  o w n  
agg re s s ive  ac t iv i t ies .  T h e  U.S. n e w s  
agenc ies  h a v e  r e c e n t l y  beerx c l a m -  
o u r i n g  a b o u t  t h e  so-ca l led  " c o m m u n i s t  
m e n a c e "  w h i c h  t h e y  a l l ege  is p r e s e n t  in  
I raq .  T h i s  'is n o t h i n g  b u t  a s igna l  t h a t  
t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t s  a re  going  to use  t h a t  
p r e t e x t  to s u b v e r t  t h e  I r a q i  Republ ic ,  
t h e  p a p e r  says.  On D e c e m b e r  8, i t  po in t s  
out, t h e  I r a q i  G o v e r n m e n t  a n n o u n c e d  
t h a t  i t  h a d  u n e a r t h e d  a n  i m p o r t a n t  sub-  
ve r s ion  case  i n v o l v i n g  f o r e ign  c o n s p i r a -  
tors.  M a n y  B a g d a d  n e w s p a p e r s  h a v e  
po in t ed  ou t  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  S ta t e s  is 
i n v o l v e d  in  t h i s  case,  w h i c h  is c l ea r ly  

w o r t h y  of a t t e n t i o n .  

Cuban People's 

Struggle: A 

New Stage 

R e ~ m i ~  R i b a o ' s  

C o m m e n t a t o r  w r i t e s  
( D e c e m b e r  14) t h a t  
t h e  dec is ion  of t h e  
C u b a n  i n s u r g e n t  
forces  to  f o r m  a n a -  
t i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t  in  
t h e  a r e a s  t h e y  con-  
t ro l  shows  t h a t  t h e  
C u b a n  people ' s  s t r u g -  
gle  a g a i n s t  t h e  Ba -  
t i s t a  d i c t a t o r s h i p  is 
e n t e r i n g  a n e w  s tage .  
T h e  dec is ion  is  a lso  
a n  e x p r e s s i o n  of t h e  
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of p a -  
t r io t i c  an d  d e m o c r a t i c  

forces  in  C u b a  to c a r r y  t h i s  s t r u g g l e  to 

t h e  e n d  a n d  of t h e i r  i n c r e a s e d  so l idar i ty .  

T h e  C o m m e n t a t o r  po in t s  o u t  t h a t  t h e  

B a t i s t a  r e g i m e  s p r a n g  f r o m  t h e  r e a c t i o n -  
a r y  coup  e n g i n e e r e d  by  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

in  M a r c h  1952. Once  in power ,  B a t i s t a  
t u r n e d  t h e  c o u n t r y  in to  a h u g e  c o n c e n t r a -  

t ion  c a m p  w h i c h  h e  h a s  r u l e d  by  t h e  

m o s t  c rue l  a n d  s a n g u i n a r y  m e t h o d s  of 

suppres s ion .  E x t e r n a l l y ,  B a t i s t a  h a s  

b e e n  fo l l owing  a pol icy  of s u b s e r v i e n c e  

to U.S. i m p e r i a l i s m  a n d  g iv ing  fac i l i t i es  

to U.S. m o n o p o l y  c a p i t a l  t o  p l u n d e r  

Cuba .  

B u t  t h e  C u b a n  peop le  w h o  h a v e  a 
g lor ious  a n t i - c o l o n i a l i s t  t r a d i t i o n  rose  
a g a i n s t  B a t i s t a  f r o m  t h e  v e r y  f i rs t  day  
of h i s  e n t h r o n e m e n t  b y  h is  U.S. m a s t e r s ,  
t h e  C o m m e n t a t o r  con t inues .  T h e  C u b a n  
i n s u r g e n t s  h a v e  g r o w n  f r o m  a s m a l l  
g roup  of 80 t w o  y e a r s  ago  t o t h e  presen~ 
w e l l - a r m e d  force  of m o r e  t h a n  11,000. 
T h e y  c o n t r o l  o n e - t h i r d  of t h e  c o u n t r y  
a n d  h a v e  se t  u p  school,  t ax  a n d  j u r i d i c a l  
sys tems .  A s i t u a t i o n  of t w o  r e g i m e s  
e x i s t i n g  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  a p p e a r e d  in  t h e  
c o u n t r y  s o m e  t i m e  ago. 

T h e  C o m m e n t a t o r  po in t s  ou t  f u r t h e r  
t h a t  t h e  dec i s ion  of t h e  C u b a n  i n s u r g e n t s  
to f o r m  a g o v e r n m e n t  n o t  on ly  c o n f o r m s  
to t h e  wi l l  of t h e  C u b a n  pa t r i o t i c  a n d  
d e m o c r a t i c  forces ,  b u t  w i l l  a lso  be  a 
s t r o n g  s t i m u l a t i n g  force  in  p u s h i n g  t he  
s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  t h e  B a t i s t a  d i c t a t o r s h i p  
f o r w a r d .  T h e  B a t i s t a  d i c t a t o r s h i p  h a s  
long  b e e n  on  t h e  v e r g e  of col lapse .  T h e  
r e a s o n  i t  is s t i l l  a b l e  to  c l ing  to l i fe  is 
t h e  s u p p o r t  i t  ge ts  f r o m  U.S. i m p e r i a l i s m  
a n d  t h e  l a ck  of close u n i t y  a m o n g  t he  
a n t i - d i c t a t o r s h i p  forces .  ~ I f  t h e  f u t u r e  
i n s u r g e n t  g o v e r n m e n t  c a r r i e s  ou t  t h e  
C a r a c a s  S o l i d a r i t y  A g r e e m e n t  a n d  un i t e s  
a l l  fo rces  f i gh t ing  a g a i n s t  t h e  B a t i s t a  
d i c t a to r sh ip ,  t h e  f ina l  v i c t o r y  wi l l  come  
Sooner. 

THE PASSING SHOW 

V. I. P. Ahoy! 
The day Will iam Rountree,  U.S. Ass is tant  Secre tary  of State,  a r r ived  in Bagdad, 

all tomatoes  were  sold out on the  market .  
U.S. n e w s  a g e n c y  r epor t  

Rountree ' s  in Bagdad. A banque t  awai ts  him. 
The embassy  chef 's  got i t  ready on cue. 
The red wine 's  passed a secur i ty  test.  
The  beer  is a potent  West  Ge rman y  brew. 
There ' s  soup, sauce and  chicken;  the  chef ' s  done his best. 
The lobster ' s  been  frozen a del icate  white,  
But  Rountree ' s  complexion 's  a s imi la r  h u e - -  
There ' s  someth ing  wrong  wi th  the  Rount ree  appeti te .  
Rount ree  wants  a tomaytoe.  

Rountree ' s  in trouble.  
It  began  at  the  airport .  

Wha t  a crowd had  assembled 
to "welcome" h im there!  

By the  skin of his  t ee th  
he  escaped by the  backgate!  

So his s tomach re jec ts  
this  ambros ia l  fare. 

The  chef is in t rouble ;  
he  rai ls  at  his fate:  

'Mid pears,  wa te rmelons  
and peaches  and dates  

Not a single, blessed 
tomaytoe ' s  in sight! 

But  if Rountree ' l l  go 
to the  crowd tha t  awai ts  

Rountree ' l l  get a ton of tomaytoes[  Cartoon by Miao Ti 
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C H I N A  
AND THE 

W O R L D  
W i t h  i l B r o t h e r  C o u n t l ' | e s  

T h e  C h i n e s e  peop le  a r e  s t u d y i n g  the  
Sov ie t  7 -Year  P l a n  w i t h  t he  g r e a t e s t  in-  
t e r e s t  a n d  e n t h u s i a s m .  E v e r y b o d y  is 
t a l k i n g  a b o u t  i t  a n d  d i scuss ions  a r e  go ing  
on a l l  o v e r  t he  c o u n t r y  on  i ts  s ign i f i cance  
as a p r o g r a m m e  of c o m m u n i s t  c o n s t r u c -  
t ion  a n d  in  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  soc ia l i s t  
c a m p  a n d  a s s u r i n g  w o r l d  peace .  T h e  
i n t e r e s t  in  t h e  p l a n  is a l l  t h e  g r e a t e r  
w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t  b ig  l eap  in  soc ia l i s t  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  in  Ch ina .  

Th i s  is on ly  one  of t he  m a n y  e x p r e s -  
s ions  of t he  i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t  i n t e r e s t s  of 
Chi,na today.  R e c e n t  w e e k s  h a v e  s e e n  
m a n y  o t h e r  ac t iv i t i e s  r e f l ec t ing  t he  con-  
s t a n t  a t t e n t i o n  C h i n a  pays  to the  
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  of u n i t y  of t h e  soc ia l i s t  
wor ld .  

• Tw o  i m p o r t a n t  H u n g a r i a n  de l e ga -  
t ions  a r e  a t  p r e s e n t  tour i 'ng  t h e  c o u n t r y :  
the  H u n g a r i a n  M i l i t a r y  D e l e g a t i o n  
h e a d e d  b y  M i n i s t e r  of N a t i o n a l  Defence  
G e n e r a l  Geza  Revesz  a n d  t he  H u n g a r i a n  
j o u r n a l i s t s '  d e l e g a t i o n  h e a d e d  by  Dezso 
Nemes ,  E d i t o r - i n - C h i e f  of t h e  Nep 
Szabadsag a n d  a l t e r n a t e  m e m b e r  of the  
Pol i t i ca l  B u r e a u  of t h e  C e n t r a l  C o m -  
m i t t e e  of t h e  H u n g a r i a n  Soc ia l i s t  
W o r k e r s '  P a r t y .  B o t h  h a v e  c o m e  to e x -  
c h a n g e  e x p e r i e n c e s  w i t h  t h e i r  C h i n e s e  
co l l eagues  in  t h e  c o m m o n  s t r u g g l e  fo r  
socia l i sm.  

• I n  h o n o u r  of t h e  40th  a n n i v e r s a r y  
of t h e  f o u n d i n g  of t h e  P o l i s h  C o m m u n i s t  
P a r t y ,  a p h o t o  e x h i b i t i o n  w a s  o p e n e d  in  
Peki.ng on  D e c e m b e r  16 s h o w i n g  the  
v a r i o u s  p h a s e s  of t h e  hero ic  s t rugg le s  of 
the  Po l i sh  C o m m u n i s t s  a n d  people.  A t  
the  o p e n i n g  c e r e m o n y ,  L iu  L a n - t a o ,  
a l t e r n a t e  m e m b e r  of t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t  of 
the  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  of t h e  C h i n e s e  
C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y ,  r e a f f i r m e d  t h e  so l i da r -  
i ty  on  t h e  bas i s  of M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m  of 
the  C h i n e s e  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  a n d  peop le  
w i t h  t h e  P o l i s h  U n i t e d  W o r k e r s '  P a r t y  
a n d  peop le  in  t h e  c o m m o n  c a u s e  of so- 
c i a l i sm a n d  peace .  

On  t h e  s a m e  day,  t h e  .noted Po l i sh  
pia.nist P a d e u s z  Z m u d z r n s k i ,  w i n n e r  of 
the  4th I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C h o p i n  P i a n o  Con-  
test ,  g a v e  his  f i rs t  r e c i t a l  in  Pe k ing .  

• S i n c e  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of N o v e m b e r ,  
the E r i c h - W e i n e r t  A r t  T r o u p e  of t h e  N a -  

t i o n a l  Peop le ' s  A r m y  of t h e  G.D.R. h a s  
b e e n  t o u r i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y  a n d  w i n n i n g  
the  h e a r t s  of C h i n e s e  a u d i e n c e s  in  m a n y  
ci t ies  w i t h  t h e i r  sp i r i t ed  s i n g i n g  of G e r -  
m a n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  songs  a n d  m o d e r n  
Chi.nese songs.  T h e  C h i n e s e  peop le  h a v e  
t u r n e d  t h e i r  p e r f o r m a n c e s  in to  a n  oc-  
cas ion  for  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  of s u p p o r t  for  
the c a u s e  of t h e  un i f i ca t i on  of G e r m a n y  
a n d  t he  d e m a n d  t h a t  W e s t  B e r l i n  be  
t u r n e d  in to  a demi l i t a r i z ed ,  f r e e  city.  A 
G.D.R. c u l t u r a l  d e l e g a t i o n  h e a d e d  b y  
G e r h a r d  N e u k r a n z  is a lso on  a v i s i t  to  
Ch ina .  

In the  f i e ld  of  s c i e n t i f i c  a n d  t echn ica l  
co -operat ion:  

• A n  e x h i b i t i o n  on  t h e  peace fu l  uses  
of a t o m i c  e n e r g y  in  t h e  Sov ie t  U n i o n  
o p e n e d  in  S h a n g h a i  on  D e c e m b e r  17. 
Th i s  g ives  a n  i m p r e s s i v e  p i c t u r e  of t h e  
l a t e s t  S o v i e t  a c h i e v e m e n t s  in  th i s  field. 
S o v i e t  e x p e r t s  a r e  on  h a n d  to pass  on  
expe r i ences .  A dozen  spec ia l  s t u d y  
groups ,  o r g a n i z e d  by  C h i n e s e  sc ien t i s t s  in  
S h a n g h a i ,  P e k i n g  a n d  f r o m  11 p rov inces ,  
a r e  v i s i t i ng  t h e  e x h i b i t i o n  in  t u r n .  In  
C h i n a  t o d a y  t h e r e  is a g r e a t  a n d  g r o w -  
ing  m a s s  i n t e r e s t  i'n n u c l e a r  phys ics .  

A S i n o - S o v i e t  c o n f e r e n c e  to e x c h a n g e  
e x p e r i e n c e s  in  w a t e r  c o n s e r v a n c y  w a s  
r e c e n t l y  he ld  in Pek i n g .  K o r e a n  a n d  
M o n g o l i a n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a lso a t t e n d e d .  
I t  h e a r d  scores  of r e p o r t s  on  v a r i o u s  as-  
pec t s  of c o n s t r u c t i o n  of l a r g e - s c a l e  
w a t e r  c o n s e r v a n c y  p ro jec t s ,  dams ,  i r r i g a -  
t ion  sys tems ,  etc. 

• I n  U l a n - B a t o r ,  C h i n e s e  e x p e r t s  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  in a 5 - n a t i o n  c o n f e r e n c e  of 
the  S o v i e t  U n i o n ,  Mongo l i a ,  Korea ,  V ie t -  
n a m  a n d  C h i n a  w h i c h  d i s c u s s e d  co-  
o r d i n a t i o n  of r a i l w a y  t r a n s p o r t  a n d  
other  q u e s t i o n s  of c o m m o n  ir i terest .  A 
1959 p ro toco l  w a s  s igned  to c o - o r d i n a t e  
r a i l  t r a n s p o r t  p l a n s  fo r  t h e  imp o r t ,  ex -  
p o r t  a n d  t r a n s i t  of goods. 

• C h i n a  a lso  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  s e v e r a l  
other  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n f e r e n c e s  of  th e  
soc ia l i s t  coun t r i e s .  T h e s e  r a n g e d  f r o m  
t h e  12-na t ion  f i lm w o r k e r s '  c o n f e r e n c e  
in  S ina i a ,  R u m a n i a ,  to t h e  12 -na t ion  
c o n f e r e n c e  in  P r a g u e  a t t e n d e d  b y  
sc i en t i s t s  of t h e  e c o n o m i c  i n s t i t u t e s  of 
the  v a r i o u s  a c a d e m i e s  of  sc iences .  Chi 'na  
wa s  also p r e s e n t  as  a n  o b s e r v e r  a t  the  
r e c e n t  P r a g u e  sess ion  of t h e  M u t u a l  
E c o n o m i c  A s s i s t a n c e  Counc i l  of t h e  e i g h t  
E u r o p e a n  soc ia l i s t  coun t r i e s .  

• I n  Hano i ,  a C h i n e s e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  ex -  
h i b i t i o n  is a r o u s i n g  w i d e  i n t e r e s t  a m o n g  
t h e  V i e t - n a m e s e  people.  I t  s h o w s  th e  
w a y  C h i n a ' s  a g r i c u l t u r e  h a s  b e e n  t r a n s -  
f o r m e d  a n d  d e v e l o p e d  a l o n g  soc ia l i s t  
l ines.  I t  g ives  a p i c t u r e  of t h e  v a r i o u s  
f o r m s  of o r g a n i z a t i o n s  in  t h e  v i l l ages  in -  
c l ud ing  s t a t e  f a r m s ,  f a r m s  f o r m e d  b y  

a r m y m e n  on l and  they  have reclaimed 
a n d  t h e  n e w  people ' s  communes. 

C u l t u r a l  N e w s  

C h i n e s e  P a i n t i n g s  in Rome: An exhibi- 
t i on  of  C h i n e s e  pa in t ings  is attracting a 
g r e a t  dea l  of a t t e n t i o n  in Rome. Held 
u n d e r  t h e  ausp ices  of the  Italian Re- 
s e a r c h  AssOcia t ion i.n Sinology,  it dis- 
p l ays  t h e  w o r k s  of the  la te  Chi Pai-shih, 
H s u  P e i - h u n g ,  H u a n g  Ping-hung and 
m a n y  o t h e r  m o d e r n  Chinese  painters. 

T h e  o p e n i n g  ceremony,  televised by 
the  R o m e  Te lev i s ion  Station,  was at- 
t e n d e d  by  some  500 people, including 
E n r i c o  Mole,  Vice-Pres iden t  of the 
C h a m b e r  of Deput ies ,  Ferruccio Parri, 
f o r m e r  P r e m i e r  an d  Pres ident  of the 
I t a l i a n  C e n t r e  for  t h e  Development of 
C u l t u r a l  an d  F r i e n d l y  Relations with 
China ,  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r  p rominent  figures 
in  c u l t u r a l  circles.  

U.S.S.R. S t u d i e s  Chinese  Medicine: 
I n c r e a s i n g  a t t e n t i o n  is being paid in the 
Sov ie t  U n i o ~  to t r ad i t iona l  Chinese 
medic ine .  T h e  Sov ie t  Academy of 
M ed i ca l  Sc i en ce  h a s  founded  a special 
c o m m i t t e e  to s u p e r v i s e  research  work on 
chert ehiu ( a c u p u n c t u r e  and  cautery) 
t h e r a p y  a n d  o t h e r  the rap ies  extensively 
u sed  in  t r a d i t i o n a l  Chinese  medical 
p rac t i ce .  I n  t h e  pa s t  few years, several 
S o v i e t  doc to r s  h a v e  come to China 
e spec ia l ly  to s t u d y  acu p unc tu r e  therapy 
w h i c h  is n o w  b e i n g  in t roduced  in several 
S o v i e t  hosp i t a l s .  Sov ie t  doctors are c0- 
o p e r a t i n g  w i t h  t h e i r  Ch i n e se  colleagues in 
t h e  p o p u l a r i z a t i o n  a n d  development  of 
t r a d i t i o n a l  C h i n e s e  medic ine .  A book on 
t r a d i t i o n a l  C h i n e s e  med ic ine  has  recently 
b e e n  t r a n s l a t e d  a n d  publ ished.  

B o o k s  on C h i n a  in  the  U.S.S.R.: To 
m a r k  th e  1Oth a n n i v e r s a r y  of the  found- 
ing  of t h e  C h i n e s e  People ' s  Republic in 
O c t o b e r  n e x t  year ,  Sovie t  publishing 
houses  p l a n  to p u b l i s h  a series of forty 
t i t l e s  on  C h i n a ' s  ach ievemen t s .  Russian 
t r a n s l a t i o n s  of t h e  w o r k s  of Chairman 
M ao  T s e - t u n g  a n d  w r i t i n g s  by Liu Sha0- 
chi,  C h o u  En- la i ,  C h u  Teh  and noted 
nove l i s t s  a n d  h i s t o r i a n s  will  also be 
p r i n t e d  in  l a r g e  edi t ions .  

G i f t s  to  I n d i a n  Univers i ty :  Twelve 
t h o u s a n d  v o l u m e s  of Ch inese  books have 
b e e n  p r e s e n t e d  to t h e  Visva-Bharati 
U n i v e r s i t y  of I n d i a  by  the Chinese 
A m b a s s a d o r  P a n  Tsu-l i .  These  are  gifts 
f r o m  P r e m i e r  C h o u  En- la i  who w~s a 
gues t  of t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  w h e n  he  visited 
I n d i a  in  1957. 

Doc to r  S. N. Bose, Vice-Chancellor  of 
th e  u n i v e r s i t y ,  r e ce iv ing  the  gifts, said 
that  t h e y  w e r e  v e r y  he lp fu l  to Indian 
r e s e a r c h  w o r k  on  C h i n e s e  culture and 
the  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  of  S i n o - I n d i a n  mutual 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  f r i endsh ip .  
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FORI::IGN TRADE NOTES 

Trade Agreements with U.A.R. 
A t h r e e - y e a r  t r a d e  a n d  p a y m e n t s  

a g r e e m e n t  b e t w e e n  C h i n a  a n d  t h e  

U n i t e d  A r a b  R e p u b l i c  w a s  s i g n e d  on  

D e c e m b e r  15. A C h i n e s e  t r a d e  d e l e -  

g a t i o n  h e a d e d  b y  V i c e - M i n i s t e r  of  F o r -  

e i g n  T r a d e  L u  H s u - c h a n g  n e g o t i a t e d  t h e  

a g r e e m e n t  i n  C a i r o .  

U n d e r  i t s  t e r m ,  C h i n a  w i l l  e x p o r t  to  

t h e  U .A .R .  f r o z e n  m u t t o n  a n d  b e e f ,  

t i n n e d  foods ,  c e r e a l s ,  t e a ,  s i l k ,  m a c h i n e r y ,  

c h e m i c a l  r a w  m a t e r i a l s ,  b u i l d i n g  m a t e -  

r i a l s ,  e tc .  U .A.R.  e x p o r t s  to  C h i n a  w i l l  

i n c l u d e  c o t t o n ,  c o t t o n  y a r n ,  s t a p l e  f i b r e s  

a n d  m i n e r a l s .  T h e  o n e - y e a r  t r a d e  

p r o t o c o l  s i g n e d  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  p r o -  

v i d e s  f o r  t r a n s a c t i o n s  of £ 3 0  m i l l i o n  

s t e r l i n g  e a c h  w a y .  

C h i n a ' s  t r a d e  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  b o t h  

r e g i o n s  of  t h e  U n i t e d  A r a b  R e p u b l i c  

g r e w  r a p i d l y  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  f e w  y e a r s .  

S i n c e  1956, C h i n a  h a s  b e e n  o n e  of  t h e  

b i g g e s t  b u y e r s  of  E g y p t i a n  c o t t o n .  C h i -  

n e s e  e x p o r t s  to  E g y p t ,  a s i d e  f r o m  t h o s e  

l i s t e d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  a g r e e m e n t ,  a l s o  

i n c l u d e d  s t e e l  p r o d u c t s  of  v a r i o u s  t y p e s ,  

o i l  a n d  f a t s ,  a n d  o i l  s eed .  

C l o s e r  c o m m e r c i a l  t i e s  w e r e  a l s o  

e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  t h e  v o l u m e  of  t r a d e  i n -  

c r e a s e d .  S e v e n  t r a d e  d e l e g a t i o n s  h a v e  

b e e n  e x c h a n g e d  s i n c e  1955. I n  a d d i t i o n  

t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  c o n s t a n t  v i s i t s  b e t w e e n  

t r a d i n g  g r o u p s  of  t h e  C h i n e s e  s t a t e  f o r -  

e i g n  t r a d e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  a n d  r e p r e s e n t a -  

t i v e s  of  E g y p t i a n  i n d u s t r i a l  a n d  c o m -  

m e r c i a l  f i r m s  to  n e g o t i a t e  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  

b u s i n e s s  t r a n s a c t i o n s .  T h e  C h i n e s e  

C o m m o d i t y  F a i r  h e l d  i n  C a i r o  i n  A p r i l  

1955 w a s  w a r m l y  w e l c o m e d  b y  t h e  

E g y p t i a n s .  

S i n c e  1954, C h i n a  h a s  b e e n  a n  a n n u a l  

p a r t i c i p a n t  i n  t h e  D a m a s c u s  I n t e r n a -  

t i o n a l  F a i r .  T h e  C h i n e s e  P a v i l i o n ,  a l -  

w a y s  a c e n t r e  of  a t t r a c t i o n  f o r  v i s i t o r s ,  

p l a y e d  a u s e f u l  r o l e  i n  p r o m o t i n g  t r a d e  

a n d  f r i e n d s h i p .  

C h i n a ' s  t r a d e  w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d  A r a b  

R e p u b l i c  i s  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  t h e  B a n d u n g  

s p i r i t .  I t  p r o m o t e s  e c o n o m i c  c o n s t r u c -  

t i o n  i n  t h e  t w o  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  m u t u a l  

f r i e n d l y  c o - o p e r a t i o n .  I t  c a n  be  s a f e l y  

p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  S i n o - U . A . R .  e c o n o m i c  a n d  

t r a d e  r e l a t i o n s  w i l l  b e c o m e  s t i l l  c l o se r  

w i t h  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  of  t h e  p r e s e n t  a g r e e -  

m e n t s .  

Sino-Bul9arian Trade Protocol 
T h e  1959 S i n o - B u l g a r i a n  t r a d e  p r o t o c o l  

on  t h e  e x c h a n g e  of  g o o d s  a n d  p a y m e n t s  

w a s  s i g n e d  i n  P e k i n g  on  D e c e m b e r  18. 

T h e  p r o t o c o l  p r o v i d e s  f o r  a g r e a t e r  

v o l u m e  of  t r a d e  t h a n  i n  1958. U n d e r  

i t s  t e r m s ,  C h i n a  w i l l  s u p p l y  B u l g a r i a  

w i t h  g r a i n ,  t u n g  oi l ,  c o t t o n ,  t y r e s ,  a n i m a l  

p r o d u c t s ,  e l e c t r i c  e q u i p m e n t ,  c o t t o n  

k n i t w e a r ,  s i l k  a n d  o t h e r  goods ,  a n d  r e -  

c e i v e  f r o m  t h e  l a t t e r  e q u i p m e n t  f o r  

e l e c t r i c  p o w e r  s t a t i o n s ,  e l e c t r i c  m o t o r s ,  

v a r i o u s  k i n d s  of  m a c h i n e r y ,  i n g o t  l e a d ,  

f e r t i l i z e r s  a n d  s u g a r - b e e t  s eeds .  

A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  a p r o t o c o l  w a s  

s i g n e d  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  S i n o - B u l g a r i a n  

l o n g - t e r m  t r a d e  a g r e e m e n t  f r o m  1958- 

1960 f o r  a n o t h e r  t w o  y e a r s  to  1962 a n d  

g i v i n g  a s u p p l e m e n t a r y  l i s t  of  g o o d s  to  
b e  e x c h a n g e d .  

WHAT'S ON IN PEKING 
- -  Highlights of Current Entertainment, Exhibitions, etc. 

P r o g r a m m e s  are  s u b j e c t  to  change .  W h e r e  
t i m e s  a re  n o t  l i s t ed ,  c o n s u l t  t h e a t r e  or  da i l y  
p r e s s .  

P E K I N G  O P E R A  

• Y A N G  N G O  An his tor ica l  opera.  A 
patr io t ic  w o m a n  of the Ming dynas ty  leads  
the people aga ins t  fore ign invaders .  Pro- 
duced by the Four th  Troupe of the Pek ing  
Opera Company  of Peking .  

Dec.  26, 7:00 p .m.  G u a n g  H e  Theatre 

• W U  T S E  T I E N  T h e  amaz ing  s tory  of the 
concub ine  of a Tang emperor ,  w h o  la ter  
b e c a m e  the  first w o m a n  ru le r  of China. 
P r o d u c e d  b y  the  Four th  Troupe of the  
P e k i n g  Opera Company of Peking. 

Dee.  25, 7:00 p .m.  G u a n g  H e  T h e a t r e  

P I N G J U  O P E R A  

• B I T T E R  F L O W E R S  A p l a y  about  the  
S h a n t u n g  p e a s a n t s  w h o  rose  aga ins t  o p p r e s -  
s ive  tra i tors  a n d  l a n d l o r d s  at the  start  o~ 
the W a r  of  R e s i s t a n c e  to J a p a n e s e  A g g r e s -  
s ion.  P r o d u c e d  b y  the  China PingJu Opera 
Theatre .  

Dee. 23, 7:00 p.m. Da Z h o n g  T h e a t r e  

T H E A T R E  

• T H E  E G R E T  Laid in Amoy on the eve 
of l iberat ion,  this  p lay  by Pai  Jen  tel ls  the 
true s tory  of a young  girl,  of middle-c lass  
family,  named  Liu Hsi-fen. Educated  by  
the Par ty ,  she became an unde rg round  rev- 
olut ionary,  t rue  to the r evo lu t iona ry  cause 
to the end. She is k i l led  by the enemy  
but, as she herse l f  puts  i t  in her  brave  las t  
words, " i t  is not the people  but  the evil  
old society tha t  is  be ing des t royed."  After  
her  dea th  the people g rew to k n o w  her  as 
"The E g r e t " - - s y m b o l  of foresight .  P roduced  
by the China Youth Ar t  Theatre .  

Dec. 23-27, 7:00 p.m. China  Y o u t h  A r t  
T h e a t r e  

• H E A R T S  A F L A M E  A group of Volun- 
teers back  from Korea set up a fac tory  in 
a disused building.  Bat t l ing  difficult ies,  
they m a k e  it a success. Produced  by the 
Peking  People ' s  Art  Theatre.  

Dec. 23 & 24, 7:15 p.m. S h o u d u  T h e a t r e  

• R E D  S T O R M  A play  about  the grea t  
"February  7~ r a i l w a y  w o r k e r s '  s t r ike  in 

1923. P roduced  by the China Youth  Art  
Theatre .  

Dec. 28, 7:00 p.m. China Y o u t h  A r t  
T h e a t r e  

• P A P E R  T I G E R  A sat i re  on the men 
in Washing ton  who d ream of a n n e x i n g  
China 's  Taiwan.  P roduced  by the China 
Youth Art Theatre .  

Dec. 29. 7:00 p.m. China Y o u t h  A r t  
T h e a t r e  

F I L M S  

• AN ORDINARY JOB Lln Pei-ming, a 
primary school graduate, becomes a kinder- 
garte~ teacher. At first, she doesn't like her 
work  at  all. How she  l earns  to  love he r  
" o r d i n a r y  Job" and  b e c o m e s  an  " a c t i v i s t , "  
is  the  t heme  of the story.  Produced  by  the  
Hai~'en Fi lm Studio. 

Dee.  25-28, P e k t n o  E x h i b i t i o n  C e n t r e  
Cinema ,  X t n  J te  K o u ,  Z h o n g y a n q ,  G u a n g  
A n  Men ,  P e k i n g  W o r k e r s '  C l u b . :  

• T H E  F A L L E N  C I T A D E L  The fa t e  o f  a 
bourgeois  f ami ly  in l ibe ra ted  Ruman ia .  A 
R u m a n i a n  film dubbed in Chinese. 

Dec. 24-27, Da Hua,  J tao Dao K o u  
Dec. 25-28, S h o u d u  C i n e m a  

• A N D  Q U I E T  F L O W S  T H E  DON Adapted  
f rom Sholokhov 's  famous  novel  of the same 
title. The first two par t s  of this  th ree -par t  
film are  now shewing.  P a r t  I is  about  the 
Hfe and s t r u ~ l e s  of t he  Don Cossacks dur-  
ing World War I;  Pa r t  I I  covers  the per iod 
f rom 1916 to the ea r ly  days  of the October 
Revolut ion,  the g rowth  of class s t ruggle  
among  the C o s s a c k s  and the s t ruggle  be- 
tween  revolu t ion  and counter- revolut ion.  

Dec. 23-26. S h o u d u  T h e a t r e ,  D o n e  Dan  
W o r k e r s '  Club,  P e k i n g  Thea t re ,  S h e n g l t  

• H A M L E T  The we l l -known Br i t i sh  film 
wi th  Lawrence  Ollvier  p lay ing  the Pr ince  
of D e n m a r k ;  in two par t s  dubbed in 
Chinese. 

Dee. 29-31, S h o u d u  Cinema.  P e k i n g  Ex -  
h ib i t ion  Cen t re  C inema ,  X i n  Jie K o u ,  
Z h o n g y a n g ,  G u a n g  A n  M e n  

B A T T L E  OF W I T S  and B O R R O W I N G  
T H E  E A S T  W I N D  A colour  film vers ion 
in two par ts  of the famous  Pek ing  opera  
of two episodes  from T h e  R o m a n c e  of  t he  
T h r e e  K i n g d o m s  record ing  the bat t le  of 

wi ts  and  s t r a t egy  be tween Chukuo Liang of 
the Shu Kingdom and Chou Yu of the Wu 
Kingdom in the th i rd  century.  

Dec. 24-28, X i n  Z h o n g  Guo,  Guang  He  
T h e a t r e  

E X H I B I T I O N S  

• P O L I S H  P H O T O  E X H I B I T I O N  to m a r k  
the  40th a n n i v e r s a r y  of the founding of the 
Pol i sh  Communis t  Par ty .  A graphic  record 
of the h i s to ry  of the Par ty .  Open dai ly  9:00 
a.m.°5:OO p.m. 

At Z h o n g s h a n  P a r k  

• A R T  E X H I B I T I O N  Over 200 s k e t c h e s  and  
water -co lour  pa in t ings  by W a n g  Sh ih -kuo ,  
Li Chi, Tsai  Jo -hung  and Chang Wu-ehen, 
produced dur ing  the ir  recent  tours  o f  the  
Soviet  Union, G e r m a n  D e mocra t i c  Republ i c  
and Mongol ian Peop le ' s  Republic.  Open 
dai ly  9:00 a.m.-5:OO p.m.  till Dec.  25. 

At the  G a l l e r y  o f  t h e  Ar t i s t s '  U n i o n  on 
S h u a i  Fu Yuan,  off Wangfuehing  St. 

• E X H I B I T I O N  OF T H E  N A T I O N A L  S A N I -  
T A T I O N  C A M P A I G N  Open da i ly  (except  
Men.) 8:30 a.m.-5:OO p.m. 

At the W o r k i n f f  P e o p l e ' s  Palace  o f  Cul-  
t u re  and Z h o n g s h a n  P a r k  

• E X H I B I T I O N  O N  T H E  A C H I E V E M E N T S  
OF T H E  A C T I V E  Y O U N G  B U I L D E R S  OF 
S O C I A L I S M  Open da i ly  (except Mort.) 0:30 
a.m.-5:OO p . m .  at 18 West Kung  Yuan St., 
ins ide  Chien Kuo Men Gate. 

• E X H I B I T I O N  ON T H E  I N T E G R A T I O N  OF 
E D U C A T I O N  W I T H  P R O D U C T I V E  L A B O U R  
Open daffy (except  Mon.) 9:09 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
a t  the College of Agr icu l tu ra l  Mechaniza-  
tion, outs ide  Teh Sheng Men Gate, and  the 
College of Educa t iona l  Adminis t ra t ion ,  out- 
side He P ing  Men Gate. 

L E C T U R E  

A lec ture  by S.G. Kap lenko :  "The Works of 
the Soviet  Poet,  A l e x a n d e r  Tvardovsk'y,"  

Dec. 27, 7:00 p.m. a t  the Cul tura l  Club of 
t he  S i n o - S o v t e t  F r i e n d s h i p  Association 

P E K I N G  P L A N E T A R I U M  

Special  da i ly  showings :  
"The Spu tn ik"  
"Tr ip  Through  the Universe"  

3 1  



..Export 
PharmaceuEical Chemicals 

T I E N T S I N  M E D I C I N E  & D R U G S  C O R P O R A T I O N  

Branch of CHINA NATIONAL NATIVE PRODUCE EXPORT CORPORATION 
Address: 33 Harbin  Road, Tientsin, China Cable Address: DRUGS TIENTSIN 

Honglcong Agent: 

Teck Soon Hong Ltd., 38 Bonham Strand, W., Hongkong Cable Address: STILLON HONGKONG 

Quality Guaranteed 

TEXTILE ACCESSORIES 

Orders for special specifications 
or designs are welcomed. ~ 

For per'ciculars, please write to: 

CHINA NATIONAL TRANSPORT MACHINERY IMPORT 
(Importers ~, Exporters) 

I-lead OFFice : 
Cable Address : 

J 

Erh Li Kou, Hsichiao, Peking 
TRANSMACH PEKING 

CORPORATION 

Shanghai Branch: 27 Chungshan Road E I, Shanghai 
Cable Address: TRANSMACN SHANGHAI 


