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Just off the press:

SIXTH PLENARY SESSION OF THE EIGHTH
CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF
THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF CHINA

A collection of the important documents of the session held from No-
vember 28 to December 10, 1958. Including the communique of the
session, the resolution on people’s communes, and the decision approving
Comrade Mao Tse-tung’s proposal not to stand as candidate for Chair-

man of the People’s Republic of China for the next term.

A Simple Geography of China

by Wang Chun-heng

An important contribution to the China Knowledge Series. This book is divided into two
parts. The first deals with China’s general geography — its natural features. its population,
various nationalities, ete. The second part describes each of the 12 geographical regions into
which the country is divided with the facts concerning their climates, rivers. communica-
tions, cities. populations and economic development. Essential for those who want a handy
summary of basic information on China’s geography.

256 pp. 70 maps, illustrations and photos. Indexed.

People’s Communes in China

What are they? How did they come to be organized? What role do they play in a so-
cialist society? Is this communism? This collection of important recent articles on the peo-
ple’s commune movement in China gives you the facts. Included are the resolution on the
establishment of people’s communes in rural areas adopted by the Central Committee of the
Chinese Communist Party. and the provisional regulations of the Sputnik People’s Commune

in Honan.
90 pp.
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The Way the Wind Blows

WITH this special enlarged issue, PEKING REVIEW ushers
in 1959. The year 1958 has gone down in history as a

year of far-reaching changes of historic significance. It further

proved that the East wind prevails over the West wind.

For the Chinese people, 1958 was a year of great leap forward.
Early in May, the Times of London wrote sneeringly that China’s
talk about a great leap forward did not have “anything lively,
original or hopeful.” Five months later in November, the same
paper felt compelled to swallow its words and refer to the
“Chinese economy in seven league boots.”

The East wind blows not only from China. The whole
socialist camp and all the countries which are striving to achieve
or safeguard their national independence are sources of the East
wind. As reported elsewhere in this issue, in 1958 all the so-
cialist countries forged ahead. The launching on Jaunary 2 of
the Soviet multi-stage interplanetary rocket gave added proof
of the superiority of the socialist system.

Besides, the national independence movements were in a
tremendous upsurge in the Middle East, in Africa and in Latin
America. Mr. Dulles lamented the “change from colonialism to
independence” and stated with grave misgivings that it will bring
with it “new problems” and “new perils.”

For imperialism, particularly U.S. imperialism, 1958 was
really a year of big headaches and ignominious defeats. The
deepening economic crisis and the sharpening quarrels among
the imperialists were the handwriting on the wall.

On the basis of the successes already achieved in the past
year, the East wind will certainly blow much harder in 1959.
For the Chinese people this new year will be another year of
great leap forward. It is the second, and indeed decisive, year
in China’s three-year hard battle to change the face of the
country. It also marks the tenth anniversary of the founding of
the Chinese People’s Republic. Profiting by the experience
gained in the past year, the Chinese people bid farewell to 1958
with joy and welcome 1959 with high hope and confidence.

The East Wind Doth Blow. . ..

By Jack Chen
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ROUND THE WEEK

| Big Project Every 12 Hours

This is the time of vear when the
achievements of different branches of
the economy in 1958 are summed up. The
radical change in the industrial scene is
striking. Nearly 700 big new factories
and mines were either commissioned or
went into partial operation during 1958
— exceeding the total for the entire First
Five-Year Plan (1953-1957) by 163. This
means that on the average, one big
project began operation every 12 hours
throughout the year.,

Among the giants are a heavy ma-
chine-tool plant in Wuhan, a heavy ma-
chinery plant in Shenyang (Liaoning
Province), a mining machinery plant and
a ball-bearing plant in Loyang (Honan
rrovince), a steam turbine plant in Har-
b (Heuungkiang Province), a measur-
ing and cutting tool plant in Chengtu
(Szechuan Province), vertical coal shafts
in Pingtingshan (Honan Province) and
Tawung (Snansi Province), coal washing
plants in Anhwei Province and Shan-
tung Province, giant open hearth fur-
naces in Anshan, and the first blast fur-
nace of tne rising Wuhan Iron and Steel
Works. These are the sinews of China’s
industrialization,

The outstanding feature of the past
year, however, was the mushrooming of
medium and small faclories and mines
throughout the country. According to
stausucs for the four provinces of Liao-
ning, Honan, Chekiang and Kwangtlung
alone, more than 15,000 medium and
small factories and mines were set up on
the county level and above. In addition,
the peopie’s communes have established
millions of small factories and workshops.

Although more projects were built in
the past year than during the entire First
Five-Year Plan, the total investment was
less than half the amount invested in the
1953-1957 period. This was possible be-
cause the costs of construction were
reduced in many cases by more than one
half as indigenous methods were com-
bined with modern methods, materials
locally available were used to the full
and excessively high standards were
lowered.

As a result of numerous technical in-
novations, the speed of construction was
considerably accelerated. The time for
the installation of a 25,000 kw. steam
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turbine generator unit has been reduced
from more than two months to 100 hours.
In the process of construction, many
building units have set up their own
plants to turn out cement, bricks, tiles,
steel wire, electric motors, plastic and
other building materials. So far 120 dif-
ferent kinds of building materials and
machinery have been produced in some
3,200 plants set up and operated by the
building units.

Large-scale construction has helped
train a corps of Chinese prospecting and
designing technicians which now numbers
150,000. They have mastered the lech-
niques of designing every type of modern
industrial enterprise.

50 Wew Railways

1958 also witnessed railway construc-
tion on a much larger scale than any
previous year. Work was in progress
simultaneously on some 50 new lines
along with the double-tracking and
renovation of 20 existing lines. An esti-
mate by the Ministry of Railways indi-
cates that 2,300 kilometres ol new tracks
were laid (including double-tracks) during
the year, about double the 1957 figure.
In addition, the main work was complei-
ed on road beds and for railway bridges
totalling 3,000 kilometres.

Many new trunk lines were completed
and opened to traflic during the year.
The Paotow-Lanchow line provides a
second artery linking north China with
the northwest. The Nanping-Foochow
i e brings the provincial capital of
Fukien on China’s southeast seapoard
into the nat‘onal railway network via
the Ymgtan-Amox line completed in 1957.
The new shale oil centre of Maoming in
Kwangtung Province is now connected
by a new railway with Lienchiang on the
Litang-Chanchiang line completed in
1955. On the eve of the New Year,
track-laying on the 605-kilometre Kwang-
si-Kweichow line was completed, giving
Kweiyang, provincial capital of moun-
tainous Kweichow, its first rail link with
other parts of the country. Considerable
progress has also been achieved on other
trunk lines. (Peking Review, No. 41,
1958.)

This leap forward in railway construc-
tion was marked by the active partici-
pation of local people as well as regular
railway builders. One million people in

eight provinces took part in the double-
tracking of the Peking-Canton and Tien-
tsin-Shanghai lines. As a result of this
massive effort, the road bed, which in-
volved 100 million cubic metres of earth
and stone work, 1,800 bridges and cul-
verls and 500 kilometres of tracks was
compleled in less than three months.
Many of the medium-sized bridges were
built in a matter of from three to five
days. Once again the potency of the
“mrass line” was demonstrated.

More Textiles in 1959

One-third more cotton cloth this year!
Tnat is what the bumper cotton harvest
ol 1958—esuimated at 3.35 million tons
(more than aouble the 1957 level)—adds
up to tor Cninas consumers.

A report on the planned supply of
collon cloth tor 1959 prepared vy Lhe
Ministry of Commerce and approved by
the State Council provides tnat per ca-
pita personal consumption o1 cotton
textiles will be increased from 6 metres
in 1958 to 8 metres lnis year. 1t is est-
mated that 11 million bales of cotton yarn
and 9,600 million metres of cotton cloth
will be produced this year, about 50 per
cent more than in 1858. A part of this
will go to form reserves, another part
will be set aside to meet the require-
ments of industry, exports and other
public uses and the rest will go to in-
crease personal consumption.

In addition to increased cotton cloth,
the Chinese people this year have more
woollen goods, silk, linen and other tex-
tiles.

Soiving Temporary Shortages

Temporary shortages of some non-
staple foods is a problem now claiming
considerable attention. The shortages
have arvisen notwithstanding a 49 per
cent increase in live pigs and the doubling
of aquatic products. A recent Renmin
Ribao editorial (December 28, 1958) gave
the following analysis: On the supply
side, considerable manpower has been
concentrated in recent months on steel
production, the harvesting of the tre-
mendous crops, deep ploughing the land
and extending irrigation works. This
had some effect on the production of
raw materials for some non-staple foods.
The main factor, however, is the lack
of manpower to process the existing raw
materials and the inadequacy of trans-
port facilities to ship them out.

On the demand side, the increase in
the urban population in 1958 by some 7
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million workers and their dependents as
a result of the rapid growth of industry
gave rise to greater market demands in
the cities. With the establishment of
community dining-rooms in the people's
communes, the peasants are eating more
and better food than ever before. As a
result, demand 1is running ahead of
supply. Another contributing factor, a
minor one, was the misconception enter-
tained by some people that commodity
production is no longer necessary in the
people’s communes. A very few com-
munes consumed all the raw materials
for non-staple foods that should have
been sold on the market.

Thus, the shortages are clearly a tem-
porary phenomenon in the rapid advance
of the national economy. The process-
ing and transport of non-staple foods
are being stepped up by reallocation of
manpower and transport facilities and
measures have been taken to increase pro-
duction,

Speaking at the recent National Con-
ference of Outstandimg Units in So-
cialist Construction of Agriculture, Vice-
Premier Li Hsien-nien outlined six
measures to boost the production of non-
staple foods: 1. — rapid expansion of com-
modity production by the people's com-
munes; 2.—major emphasis on the rais-
ing of livestock, poultry and vegetables
as a responsibility of the collective man-
agement of the communes supplemented
by efforts of the members who can raise
some pigs, poultry and vegetables indi-
vidually; 3.—to meet the demand for
large quantities of fresh vegetables, they
are to be grown locally in the suburbs
of cities and of industrial and mining
centres as well as in the communes; 4.
— attention will be paid not only to in-
creasing the output of non-staple foods
but also to raising quality and increasing
varieties; 5.—production in a planned
way on the basis of contracts between

the cities and the people’'s communes; -

6.—greater efficiency of the trading de-

partments in purchasing, processing,
distributing and preserving foodstuffs.
These, however, are not merely

measures to cope with a temporary situ-
ation of shortages. To develop a di-
versified economy and greatly increase
commodity production is a matter of
principle for the development of the peo-
ples communes and the elevation of the
living standard of the nation. They will
certainly solve the problem of shortages.

New Communist Party Members

Kuo Mo-jo, president of the Chinese
Academy of Sciences, well-known writ-
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er, historian and poet; Li Sze-kuang (J.
S. Lee), Minister of Geology, author of
The Geology of China; Li Teh-chuan,
Minister of Public Health; and Tsien
Hsue-shen, Director of the Institute of
Mechanics, Chinese Academy of Sci-
ences, a well-known scientist who has
written many important papers on the
theory of rockets and high-speed flight,
are among the 314 people recently ac-
cepted as probationary members by the
Communist Party organizations in the
Central Government offices. Some three
thousand probationary members who
were accepted earlier have reached the
status of full members. In the country
as a whole, tens of thousands of men and
women have been accepted as members
of the Communist Party—the leading and
most dedicated force in China’s advances.

Many of the new members have a long
history of revolutionary activities. The
great majority of the new members
are the finest men and women who have
given a good account of themselves in
the rectification campaign, the struggle
against the bourgeois rightists, the big
leap in industry and agriculture and the
movement to form people’s communes.
As the Chinese saying goes, “when a
strong wind blows, you can tell which is
the firmest grass.” All those admitted
into the Party have been tried and tested
in various political movements. Thev
have displayed great enthusiasm in build-
ing socialism.

Many of the twenty-four thousand
activists admitted into the Communist
Party in Shansi Province have distin-
guished themselves in the nationa! drive

for steel.

Shouchang County, Shantung Province,
made a name for itself by becoming one
of the first 4,000-jin counties (grain yield
of 4,000 jin per mu for the entire county)
in the country. This was the result of
the good work of the people there, of
whom 4,800 (including more than 2,000
women) were admitted into the Party.

Liu Sze-po, an old peasant woman of
84 who had lost a son in the revolutionary
war, was admitted into the Party in
October 1958. For her excellent perform-
ances in production as well as in so-
cial work, she has been elected an out-
standing model worker several times.
After she was accepted by the Party, she
attended all the Party meetings despite
her age, and worked even harder than
before. Like all other men and women
who have joined the Communist Party,
her reason is simple — to dedicate herself
to the lofty cause of communism and
serve the people better.

Local Steel Enters New Phase

Fenghuangwo (“Phoenix Nest”) is the
name of a small iron and steel complex
operated by the “May 4" People's Com-
mune in Central China’s Hupeh Province.
It is among the first to turn out rolled
steel produced by small local iron ard
steel works in the country. This heraids
the beginning of a new phase of devel-
opment for the local steel industry which
grew out of the national drive for steel,
i.e. the formation of small integrated iron
and steel works that combine indigenous
and modern methods in the mining of
ores, the production of fuels, refractory
materials and steel products in addition
to pig iron and steel.

An on-the-spot confernece was conven-
ed in December by the Ministry of Metal-
lurgical Industry in Macheng County,
Hupeh Province, where the “May 4”
People’s Commune is located, to popu-
larize the methods employed there. Small
iron and steel complexes that combine
indigenous and modern methods are now
being set up in many parts of the country.

The Fenghuangwo steel complex has
four small blast furnaces, three low-tem-
perature steel-making furnaces, rolling
mills, forging hammers, wire-drawing
machines, and nail-making machines. It
has already produced square sections,
strips, round bars, sheets, wire and nails,
The rolled steel produced has been used
to make diesel engines and electric mo-
tors by a local machine-building plant.

This is the culmination of a series of
developments in the local iron and steel
industry. In August 1958, iron-smelting
furnaces employing indigenous methods
began to spread like a prairie fire
throughout the country as the nationwide
battle for steel got under way. They
were followed two months later by
numerous home-made steel-making fur-
naces to turn the pig iron produced into
steel. As experiences accumulated, the
inefficient furnaces were eliminated and
those that had stood the test began to
be grouped together to form integrated
iron and steel making systems and roll-
ing mills and other equipment were in-
troduced.

In this way, production has become
normalized and rationalized, the large
quantities of steel produced from home-
made furnaces can be processed locally
and a reliable source of supply has been
found for rolled steel and machines
urgently needed by the people’s com-
munes. This is helping to lay the ma-
terial foundation for the gradual indus-
trialization of the communes and the
mechanization and electrification of agri-
culture.
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RENMIN RIBAO

To New and Greater Victories!

Following is an abridged translation of an editorial that appeared in
“Renmin Ribao” (People’s Daily) on New Year Day, 1959. — Ed.

19 58 was a great turning point. This is true of

China. and the whole world as well. The ap-
praisal made by Comrade Mao Tse-tung in November 1957
has been borne out by events of the past twelve months.

For imperialism. 1958 was a year fraught with troubles
and disasters. The economic crisis which broke out in the
United States is spreading to engulf the entire capitalist
world. Industrial production of the United States dropped
about 7 per cent in 1958, as compared with 1957. Steel
output in that country fell from 113 million tons in 1957
to 84 million tons in 1958, representing a drop of 25.6 per
cent. Declining industrial production hit Britain., France
and West Germany. too. Despite the many measures taken
by the governments of these imperialist countries, the-crisis
will continue in 1959,

Politically. the imperialist countries were also dealt
crushing blows in the last twelve months. For 1958 was
a year of heartening advances made by the national-libera-
tion movements in Asia. Africa and Latin America. The
triumph of the national revolution in Iraq smashed the
shackles of the Bagdad Pact and charted a bright course
for the Arab people and all the peoples of the Middle East.
The U.S. and British imperialists tried to carry out armed
Intervention against Iraq and sent troops to Lebanon and
Jordan. But they met with the united opposition of the
peoples of the Middle East. the socialist camp headed by
the Soviet Union and the world’s forces of peace, and had
to beat an ignominious retreat.

Closely following this. the U.S. imperialists extended
their aggression in the Taiwan Straits area of China. Here,
too, they Tlailed to achieve their purpose, in the face of
the opposition voiced by the people of the world. Whether
at home or abroad. the ruling circles of the United States
were isolated. and never more so than today. This ac-
counted for the crushing defeat suffered by the ruling
Republican Party in the elections.

In the wake of the economic and political setbacks of
the imperialist world the contradictions between the im-
perialist couniries have become more and more acute.
The collapse of the European Payments Union might well
be taken as the finale to 1958, a year marked by the im-
perialist world heading to disintegration. a forewarning of
the shape of things to come in 1959.

In the socialist world, the picture is of an entirely
different colour. Here. 1958 was a year of great leaps. The
Soviet Union scored great successes in both industry and
agriculture. Soviet steel production, it is estimated. will
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have reached 55 million tons, that is, an increase of 4 million
tons. If Soviet stecl production in 1957 was 48 per cent
of the American total, then in 1958 the figure rose to 65.5
per cent. In coal and wheat production. the U.S.5.R. has
left the United States way behind to occupy first place
in the world. Other socialist countries also enjoyed a rapid
economic upswing. Thanks to the great advances made
by the Soviet Union. China and other socialist countries in
1958, the industrial output of the entire socialist camp
today accounts for approximately 40 per cent of the world’s
grand total.

The ties of unity among all socialist countries are
stronger than ever today. The socialist countries enjoy
an increasingly high prestige among the people of the
world, and especially among the peoples who are waging
the struggle for national liberation. A short time ago, the
Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union made public the target figures for the Seven-Year
Plan (1959-65) of developing its national cconomy. This is a
great inspiration to all progressive people. For here they
can visualize the day, which is not far off, when the socialist
world will outstrip the imperialist world in every economic
aspect. Bent as the imperialists are on wrecking the friend-
ship between the socialist countries and the nationalist
countries, leaving no stone unturned to drive a wedge
between the people of these countries, and cven try as
they might to undermine the solidarity between the social-
ist countries, they will never succecd.

In the imperialist world, things are rotting from day
to day, whercas in the socialist world things are getting
better every day. This trend greatly heartens all people
who love and fight for peace the world over. On the other
hand, those who hatch new war schemes find the going
tougher and tougher with each passing day.

In a recent speech Dulles gave agonizing expression
to such a mood. He admitied that for the United States
“truly, we live in a veritable whirlwind of change.”

HE dcvclopmenfs ol 1958 in China were one of the im-
portant factors which made Dulles and his like feel this
“whirlwind of change.”

On the industrial front, it is estimated that steel pro-
duction will reach something like 11 million tons, which
is more than double the output of 1957. Compared with
steel production in Britain, this is only about & million tons
less. Coal will reach some 270 million tons, also doubling
the 1957 output, or bigger than the British figure by about
60 million tons. The production of machine-tools will be
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about 90,000, which is
three times as much as
the 1957 figure. Electric
power oulput will come
to 27.500 million kwh.,
an increase of nearly 50
per cent as compared
with the 1957 [figure.
About 2.300 kilometres of
new railway tracks were
laid in 1958, about 100
per cent more than in
1957. Cotton yarn will
reach 6.8 million bales,
representing an increase .
of nearly 50 per cent. ‘
The total output value
of 30 major products of
light  industry, apart
from that of the textile
industry, is up by about
50 per cent as against
1957.

On the agricultural
front, grain production
will come to about 750,000
million jin, more than double the 1957 ligure and cotton
to about 67 million dan, more than double the 1957 figure.
Oil-bearing crops show an increase of about 50 per cent.
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Under Full Sail

On the cultural and educational fronts, the number of
students in institutions of higher learning registered an
increase of 78 per cent over 1957: students in secondary
schools increased by over 100 per cent. and the number
of pupils in primary schools increased by 43 per cent as
compared with 1957. Great achicvements were attained
in wiping out illiteracy. Great successes were also scored
in the public health movement which had as its main tasks
the hygiene campaign and the elimination of the four
pests.* Great advances were also made in the sciences,
literature and the arts.

In the few months between the summer and autumn
of last year, the people’s commune movement spread in the
villages throughout the country; all of the more than
740,000 agricultural producers’ co-operatives were re-
organized into over 26,000 people’s communes. Over 99
per cent of the peasant households joined the people’s com-
munes. This is a new development of great historic sig-
nificance in Chinese society.

All these constitute the great victory of the Communist
Party’s general line for the building of socialism and are
the result of the rectification campaign among the whole
people. The reasons socialist construction in China is able
to advance at such great speed are the selfless, creative
labour of our 650 million people, the brilliant leadership
of the Communist Party Central Committee headed by
Comrade Mao Tse-tung, and, at the same time, the rich
experience and disinterested aid given us by the Soviet
Union and the other fraternal countries.

The great leap forward in socialist construction and the
people’s commune movement in 1958 in our couniry con-

* Flies, rats, mosquitoes and grain-eating sparrows.—Ed.
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stitute a great practice. through which we have not only
found a broad path to get greater, quicker, betler and more
economical results to build socialism. but also acquired rich
experiences as we advance along this broad path. This
not only makes it possible for us to continue to leap for-
ward in 1959, but to leap forward with still better results.

N the basis of Comrade Mao Tse-tung's proposal. the

Sixth Plenary Session of the Eighth Central Committee
of the Chinese Communist Party has laid down the prin-
ciples for the development of the national economy in 1959.
and put forward some main targets to be achieved this
year.

The 1959 plan for the development of the national
economy mapped out on the basis of the main targets
will be a great leap forward plan.

In producing 18 million tons of stecl in 1959, the
absolute amount of increase (7 million tons) will be even
larger than that of 1958 (5.65 million tons). As the base
(11 million tons—Ed.) is comparatively large, the percent-
age increase this year is less than 100. To increase the
output of steel from 11 million tons to around 18 million
tons took 6 years in the United States, 7 years in Wost
Germany, and 18 years in Britain, while France and Japan
have not achieved this amount to this day. In kceping
with an annual level of production of 18 million tons of
steel, the production of many kinds of industrial goods in
our country in 1959 will be increased manifold. In view
of the fact that the situation in transportation and sup-
ply of electricity was rather tense in 1958, the machine-
building industry will, in 1959, vigorously increase its
output of machine-tools, power-gencrating cquipment and
transportation vehicles; at the same time special atten-
tion will be paid to the production of complete sets of
equipment, and the elimination of weak links now existing
in the production of machine parts.



N agriculture, the planned increase for grain output in

1959 is 300,000 million jin, bringing the total grain out-
put for the year to 1,050,000 million jin; at the same time
it is necessary to reduce the proportion of output for
tuber crops appropriately, while the output of wheat,
paddy rice and maize will be increased. Cotton will be
increased by 33 million dan, bringing the total output
this year to 100 million dan. It is also necessary to in-
crease the output of oil-bearing crops, hemp, jute, flax
and other industrial crops greatly. The production of
all kinds of meat, chickens and ducks. egg products, fish
and various kinds of vegetables must also be greatly in-
creased so as to meet the growing demands of the peo-
ple in city and countryside. In agricultural production as
a whole, the principles of combining farming, forestry,
animal husbandry, side-occupations and fisheries and of
simultaneously developing industry and agriculture must
be thoroughly carried out, so as to enable the output
value of forestry, animal husbandry, side-occupations
and fisheries and of industry in the villages to increase
manifold.

In conformity with the continuous forward leap of
industry and agriculture, in 1959 commerce, culture,
education and public health will also attain new successes.

In 1959, the people’s communes throughout the coun-
try will be checked up on and consolidated in accordance
with the principles laid down in the resolution of the
Sixth Plenary Session of the Eighth Central Committee.
The great role of the system of the people’s commune
will further manifest itself in promoting the cause of
socialist construction and in organizational work relating
to the people’s livelihood and welfare.

Our basic aim in developing production is to satisfy
the needs of the people’s material and cultural life. The
year 1959 remains one of hard work, but on the basis of
an even greater rise in production, the living standards
of the people in city and countryside will be suitably
improved, and the time for work, study, rest and amuse-
ment will be arranged better for the people.

The plan of the national economy for 1959 mapped
out in accordance with the main targets put forward at
the Sixth Plenary Session will be a great leap forward
plan, and also a reliable plan built on the basis of objec-
tive possibilities. In implementing this plan, we must
bear in mind what Comrade Mao Tse-tung has time and
again told us: We should scorn difficulties, strategically,
think, speak and act boldly, and pay full attention to
difficulties tactically, pursue a good, solid style of work
that displays energy, perseverance and ingenuity, insist
on careful calculation of the facts, good organization and
inspection, and combine boundless enthusiasm with
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A survey of China’s agricultural achievements
in 1958 and the prospects for 1959 by Liao Lu-yen,
Minister of Agriculture, will appear in our next
issue.
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scienlific analysis. In this way, there is no battle that we
cannot win and no fortress that we cannot storm, and
we will be able to make one leap forward after another.

AS the resolution of the Sixth Plenary Session pointed

out, “the present level of development of the pro-
ductive forces in our country is, after all, still very
low.” This is particularly so in our industrial products
and many agricultural products in terms of per capita
output. Precisely because of this, we must continue to
work hard and continue to overcome a series of difficul-
ties. But our people understand perfectly that condi-
tions in our country are improving rapidly, while in the
imperialist countries just the reverse is true. And pre-
cisely because of this, the imperialists, while doing all
they can to slander us and engage in subversive activi-
ties against us, cannot but become panic-stricken. Like
all other socialist countries, China is a peace-loving
country, and our construction is carried on in order to
improve our people’s living standards. We do not want
to invade or threaten anybody. Then why are the im-
perialists worried about our progress? What they are wor-
ried about is that the day will come when they can no
longer bully us and the peoples of other backward
countries will one after another become prosperous, rich
and strong, so that the forces of peace and progress will
entirely overwhelm the forces of war and reaction. But
this is really a great blessing to the peoples of the whole
world and the nations the world over who are striving
for independence and freedom. It is impossible to use
this to threaten any people of good will. Of course, we
should not in the least relax our guard towards the
various kinds of subversion and intrigue of the imperial-
ists and particularly towards their plots to launch a
new war. We must strengthen further the unity of
the socialist camp headed by the Soviet Union, the unity
with  the countries and peoples who strive for and
safeguard their national independence, the unity with all
the peace-loving peoples, smash the imperialists’ efforts to
sow discord and their war plans, and work persistently for
the maintenance of world peace.

While carrying on peaceful construction, the Chi-
nese people have not in the least forgotten that the U.S.
imperialists still occupy our territory Taiwan, still pur-
sue an aggressive policy which is hostile to us and
menaces our security. To drive the U.S. imperialists
out of Taiwan, to liberate Taiwan, Penghu, Quemoy and
Matsu, and safeguard the security of the motherland
is a sacred duty of the Chinese people.

A magnificent task and a bright perspective await
the Chinese people. Our ranks are united. We have
the leadership of the Central Committee of the Chinese
Communist Party headed by Comrade Mao Tse-tung.
We have the assistance of the socialist camp headed by
the great Soviet Union and the sympathy of the peo-
ples throughout the world. If we had relatively little
experience in 1958 and still made unprecedentedly big
advances, then with the rich experiences of 1958, we
will certainly have more and better methods and still
greater confidence in realizing the new big leap forward
of 1959. Let us stand as one, and together with the
peoples throughout the world, strive for new and still
greater victories in 1959,
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INDUSTRY’S TASKS IN 1959

by PO I-PO

IN 1958 China scored great victories in socialist construc-
tion; the tempo of her socialist industrialization was
much faster than in any previous year.

As now estimated, industrial production in 1958 was
some 65 per cent above that of 1957. Among major indus-
trial products, the output of steel rose by over 100 per cent
to a total of some 11 million tons. Stimulated by the
advance of the iron and steel industry, the output of
machine-tools increased by over 200 per cent to about
90,000 units; the output of coal by over 100 per cent to
around 270 million tons, and of electricity, by over 42 per
cent, to about 27,500 million kwh. With the rapid growth
of heavy industry, light industry too increased consider-
ably. Cotton yarn production was up 43 per cent, to
about 6,660,000 bales.

The 1958 leap forward in the national economies of
China, the Soviet Union and other socialist countries, pre-
sents a striking contrast to the economic crisis in the
Western world. This contrast fills our whole people with
confidence that we can fulfil the tasks of developing our
socialist construction at high speed, of changing the face
of our country within the shortest possible time, and of
quickly overtaking Britain in the output of major indus-
trial products.

Many factors have contributed to China’s great vic-
tory on the industrial front in 1958. In the last analysis,
however, this triumph was due to the serious struggle
against conservative ideas launched on the basis of the
rectification campaign, the shattering of superstitions and
the serious implementation of the Party’s general line for
building socialism—*“Let’s go all out, aim high and get
greater, quicker, better and more economical results to
build socialism.”

Practice in the past year has further proved how com-
pletely correct is the Party’s principle of “walking on
two legs.” By “walking on two legs” we mean simul-
taneous development of industry and agriculture on the
basis of priority for heavy industry, simultaneous develop-
ment of heavy and light industry, of central and local
industry, of large enterprises and medium and small
enterprises, of production in both modern and indigenous
ways, the combining of centralized leadership with mass
movements on the industrial front and in the present
period combining *‘steel as the key” with an all-round
industrial leap forward. This complete set of principles
correctly reflects the actual conditions in our country and
the demands of objective economic law; that is why it has
demonstrated its great vitality in practice. By imple-
menting it further, we can not only continue to leap for-
ward in 1959 but do so with even greater success.

1959 — Another Year of Big Leap

On the basis of the big leap forward in 1958, we shall
achieve still more magnificent things in industrial develop-
ment in 1959. According to the 1959 planned targets put
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forward by the Sixth Plenary Session of the Eighth Cen-
tral Committee of the Chinese Communist Party, indus-
trial production will continue to rise at more or less the
same rate as in 1958, while absolute increases in most
industrial products will be either larger than those of last
year or more or less the same. Steel output in 1958 in-
creased by over 5 million tons compared with 1957 and
coal by over 140 million tons; in 1959 steel output will
increase by about 7 million tons over 1958 and coal by
more than 110 million tons. The absolute increase in the
output of many other products of heavy and light indus-
try will also be fairly large.

Fulfilment of the 1959 plan will mean, that in the
output of steel, iron, copper, aluminium, machine-tools and
power-generating equipment, China will approach or catch
up with Britain in some cases, and surpass her in others.
In the output of coal and cotton textiles, as is now well
known, China already surpassed Britain in 1958.

From this it can be seen that the plan of industrial
development for 1959 is again a plan for a “great leap
forward.” In 1958, pcople saw how China took only a
year to increase her steel output from 5.35 million tons
to 11 million tons, whereas, as the history of industrial
development in the major capitalist countries shows, it
took Britain 32 ycars, the United States seven years and
Japan 20 years to do this. In 1959, people will see our
steel output increase again, from 11 million to 18 million
tons, a job that took the United States five to six years
and Britain 18 years to perform. In old China, the record
steel output was only something over 900,000 tons a year.
But after ten years of liberation China will be putting out
20 times that much steel; and the 7 million tons of steel
she will add to her production in 1959 alone are about
eight times old China’s peak annual output. This too
shows that the rate of increase in iron and steel produc-
tion in 1959 is a very high one when compared with the
rates of increase achieved in the main capitalist countries
or in our own previous history. Of course, 18 million tons
of steel a year still falls far short of our needs when con-
sidered in relation to the size of our country with its 600
million population; but judging from the rate of the in-
crease of steel output in 1958, and from what will be
achieved in 1959, isn’t it becoming clearer that China
will not need to travel so long a path as the capitalist coun-
tries did to achieve a highly modernized industry and that
the time needed will be even shorter than we envisaged
several years ago?

What are the possibilities for fulfilling this “leap for-
ward” plan? We believe that not only will it be fulfilled,
but quite possibly, overfulfilled. This is because these
planned targets were put forward after fully evaluating
objective possibilities. Take steel for instance. As far
as productive capacity is concerned, it is estimated that
our 18 key iron and steel enterprises will increase capac-



ity to about 16 million tons in the course of the year
and that the 24 medium-sized steel mills now under con-
struction, plus existing ones attached to the major en-
gineering works. will provide another 6 million tons or so;
and this does not include the productive capacity of our
small steel-making furnaces. The supply of pig iron for
steel-making is fully assured; supplies of coke, washed
coal, refractories and so on. needed for iron and steel
making, can be assurcd after the installation of the neces-
sary additional equipment; and steel rolling capacity will
also be big enough to turn all the steel produced into
rolled steel. Other branches of heavy industry, particu-
larly transport and electric power, will advance in propor-
tion. At the same time, thanks to the bumper harvest
in agriculture in 1958, we are able to develop production
and capital construction in light industry (mainly the tex-
tile and paper-making industries) to a corresponding de-
gree so as to answer the growing needs of the people in
their daily life.

As practice showed in 1958, the shattering of supersti-
tion and the emancipation of minds played a big part in
fostering the rapid development of our socialist construc-
tion. Everybody can see that when the masses of cadres
and workers answered the call of the Party’s Central Com-
mittee and Comrade Mao Tse-tung to emancipate their
minds, when they established the Marxist-Leninist style
of boldness in thought and speech and action, when they
broke down all sorts of superstitions and taboos standing
in the way of industrial development, many wonders
appeared on the industrial front, the tempo of industrial
development began to quicken daily and industry to blos-
som everywhere in city and countryside. To create the
spiritual conditions for new and greater successes, we
must continue to shatter superstitions and emancipate our
minds. Emancipation of the mind, however, needs to
be linked with a realistic attitude in actual work. It does
not mean that we don’t need to study objective reality
or that we can violate objective economic laws; on the
contrary, it means training our minds to correctly or
relatively correctly reflect the objective world, so that our
knowledge may better meet the objective demands of
economic law. Marxists are seckers after truth, enter-
prising as well as careful. We are bold enough to shatter
all superstitions; at the same time, we must respect science,
study all the sciences diligently and approach and solve
all problems in economic construction in a scientific
manner.

To realize a given economic task, it is necessary to
bring the revolutionary drive of the masses into full play
and also to prepare the necessary material and technical
conditions. It is common knowledge that material and
technical conditions set limits on economic development.
To make iron and steel, for instance, one needs ore, coal,
electric power, furnace equipment and various material
and technical prerequisites; without them no iron and steel
can be made. “People who direct a war,” Comrade Mao
Tse-tung once said, “cannot strive for victories beyond the
limits allowed by objective conditions, but within those
limits they can and must strive for victories through their
conscious activity.” In directing economic work, just as
in directing a war, we must bring man’s subjective initia-
tive into full play in striving for victory. But we must
never, because of this, deny or ignore the important part
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played by material and technical conditions, nor must we
plan our own activities beyond the limits of objectlive
possibilities.

Mass Movements in Industry

To develop industry at high speed, it is necessary that
the whole Party should be engaged in running it, and that
centralized leadership be combined with large-scale mass
movements. In 1958, because large-scale mass movements
to run industry and to smelt iron and steel were launched,
because mass movements in large enterprises with modern
methods of production went hand in hand with mass move-
ments in small enterprises with indigenous methods of
production, the dreary situation in which a handful of
people were relied upon to run industry was brought to
an end. and a new, vigorous situation in which the entire
people run industry has arisen. This “all the people run
industry” movement did more than bring big advances in
output; it has also enabled large numbers of people to
acquire industrial and technical training and to participate
in physical labour, and contributed to the tempering of
the pcople in the course of steel-making. At the same
time it has brought about closer integration between in-
dustry and agriculture, and between town and country-
side.

There are people who had doubts about launching
large-scale mass movements in industry. They were
against adopting the mass line in their methods of work.
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They did not understand that socialist industrialization
is the immediate concern of the broad masses of the peo-
ple and that without mass initialive and creativeness it
is impossible for socialist industrialization to advance at
high speed. O course, the mass movement must be
closely integrated with centralized leadership. The more
the mass movement unfolds, the greater the necessity for
firm, strong leadership by the Party. Party organizations
at all levels and economic officials should from time to
time clearly explain to the masses the current tasks and
the methods used to implement them, as well as the dif-
ficulties that may possibly arise; they should mobilize the
masses to air their views and carry on debates, listen to
the opinions of the masses, crystallize their wisdom and
bring their strength into play. They should put into
effect the system of “two participations” (workers partic-
ipate in planning and management; administrative person-
nel participate in production), “one change” (of all out-
moded rules and regulations), and the “three in one”
(combination of leading cadres, workers and technicians
into one entity).

All-round Arrangements

To develop the national economy quickly it is also
necessary to carry out the policy of giving priority to key
sectors and making all-round arrangements for the whole.
In 1958, the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist
Party and Comrade Mao Tse-tung laid it down that the
policy for industrial development in the present period
must be one of an overall leap forward with steel as the
key. Because this policy was followed, steel oulput shot up
rapidly. For a short period, certain things were squeezed
out, and a certain lack of co-ordination appeared
between some departments. But because the iron and
steel industry both made new demands on the departments
concerned and created conditions for their development,
the general effect was a spur to the machine-building, coal
and power industries, as well as to the speedy expansion
of transport and communications. This fact demonstrates
fully that the policy of taking steel as the key in arrang-
ing industrial construction as a whole instead of mechani-
cally placing all industrial branches on an equal footing
has provided China’s industrial development with a
nucleus which serves to accelerate the development of all
branches. Only when a leading theme is set can supple-
mentary fields be expanded; only when the essential point
is grasped can the whole situation be got moving; only
when steel is the key can there be an all-round leap
forward.

The law of planned and proportionate development
must be observed in expanding the socialist economy.
This applies not only to the iron and steel industry itself,
but also to the relation between it and other branches of
industry, as well as to the relation between the various
subdivisions of the entire national economy, i.e. between
industry and agriculture; heavy and light industry; indus-
try and agriculture, on the one hand, and transport and
communications on the other; production and capital con-
struction; production and circulation; production and con-
sumption. That is to say, there must be all-round arrange-
ments so that every branch can develop proportionately.
Only by so doing can the fullest, the most rational and most
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efTicient use be made of manpower, materials and financial
resources; only in this way can indusiry develop at top
speed.

The Question of Balance

It is necessary to mention here the question of balance
in the development of industry and of the whole national
economy. In 1958, we criticized the erroneous theory of
negative balancing, that leads to restraining the advanced
to keep pace with the backward. This criticism was en-
tirely neccessary. Otherwise it would have been impos-
sible to do away with right conservative ideas. In future
we must continue to oppose the theory of negative
balancing.

But to oppose the theory of negative balancing does
not mean that balance is not wanted. Comrade Mao Tse-
tung, in his “On the Correct Handling of Contradictions
Among the People” told us:

“Every year our country draws up an economic
plan in an effort to establish a proper ratio between
accumulation and consumption and achieve a balance
between production and the needs of society. By ‘bal-
ance’ we mean a temporary, relative unity of opposites.
By the end of each year, such a balance, taken as a whole,
is upset by the struggle of opposites, the unity achieved
undergoes a change, balance becomes imbalance, unity
becomes disunity, and once again il is necessary to work
out a balance and unity for the next year. In this lies
the superiority of our planned economy. As a matter
of fact, such balance and unity is partially upset every
month and every quarter, and partial readjustments are
called for.”

It is well-known that the theory of positive balancing
which advocates that the backward should catch up with
the advanced, was put forward at the Second Session of
the Eighth National Congress of the Communist Party of
China, while the theory of negative balancing was criti-
cized. The Congress pointed out that it was necessary to
preserve balance between the various branches of the
national economy within a certain period of time and
within a certain scope in order to conform to the objec-
tive law governing the planned and proportionate develop-
ment of the socialist economy. It also pointed out that
this, precisely, was the job of planners in a socialist
country.

The tasks of industrial development facing us in 1959
are tremendous. So long as the whole Party and people
rally together and struggle heroically, we are sure to ful-
fil and overfulfil these tasks. In our work we must stick
to the principle of combining revolutionary enthusiasm
with the scientific spirit. We must keep up our revolu-
tionary drive and at the same time subject everything to
scientific analysis so that our judgements of various situa-
tions and our actual working arrangements can correspond
to reality. In this way in 1959—a year of decisive signi-
ficance in our *‘three years of hard battle”—we will cer-
tainly make an even bigger leap forward than in 1958 in
every field of endeavour.

(Abridged translation of an article published
in Hongqi, No. 1, January 1, 1959.)
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Attitudes to Labour

Why China Works with a Will

by YANG KAN-LING

China is working hard in its three-year battle to
transform the country. People of all walks of life are
working with a will, breaking with outmoded
conventions and creating new ways of doing things.
Why are the Chinese people so keen on their work?
This article presents an answer to this question.

HINA'S big leap forward in industrial and agricultural

production has attracted worldwide attention and in-
terest. It has also aroused a lot of puzzling questions.
The successes scored thus far, most people agree, are
unquestionably impressive. But many people abroad are
asking why and how such achievements were possible.
They are particularly eager to find out why the Chinese
people display such initiative and enthusiasm in their
work. Where does all this revolutionary drive and fervour
come from, they ask in bewilderment. Answers vary. The
sceptics simply shake their heads incredulously, ex-
claiming: “How could it be possible? It is too good to be
true. There might be something to it. But it is hard to
tell.” The merchants of hate, for obvious reasons, harp on
malicious charges of “regimentation,” “forced labour” or
“slave labour.” All in all, there has been quite a bit of
confused thinking, deliberate distortion, half-truths and
downright slanders on this question. A look at the way
things actually are is certainly in place.

For a correct understanding of the question, it is
essential in the first place to make clear the basic concep-
tion of labour. History teaches that the glory of man is
inseparably associated with labour. Labour not only ac-
celerated the growth of human society but also gave birth
to humanity itself.

Role of Labour

In the Part Played by Labour in the Transition from
Ape to Man, F. Engels wrote:

Labour is the source of all wealth. It is this — next
to nature, which supplies it with the material that it
converts into wealth. But it is even infinitely more than
this. It is the prime basic condition for all human exist-
ence, and this to such an extent that, in a sense, we have
to say that labour created man himself.

As early as primitive society, man had to work to
survive. Labour was the prime necessity in life and a
source of happiness. With the appearance of class society
and private ownership of the means of production, labour
began to take on a different meaning for the toiling peo-
ple. The exploiters, who owned the means of production,
did not take part in labour and their happiness was based
on depriving the toilers of the fruits of their labour,
thereby forcibly separating happiness from labour.

The labouring masses, on the other hand, sweated
and toiled all the year around and could hardly enjoy a
full belly and warm back. As the result of forced labour,
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hired labour and ruthless exploitation of the toilers in
class society, labour came to mean suffering for the
labouring people. The traditional contempt which the
exploiting classes invariably showed for labour in general
and for manual labour in particular further added to the
wrong impression that labour of itself signified compul-
sion, lack of freedom and misery while to live on the fruits
of others’ labour and not to engage in labour meant
happiness and freedom.

Under private ownership of the means of production,
the toiling masses worked for the profit-hungry exploit-
ers, not for themselves, and lived in constant fear of
losing their jobs. Arbitrary firing, lay-off and mass unem-
ployment hung over their heads like the sword of
Damocles. Under these demoralizing conditions, it is
nothing to be wondered at that the labouring people should
have looked upon labour as a heavy burden and displayed
apathy and lethargy in their work.

After the private ownership of the means of produc-
tion was steadily replaced by public ownership, the whole
situation became fundamentally changed. The workers
and peasants gradually learned to understand that they
were working for themselves. A strong sense of being
one’s own master began to develop.

Working for Whom?

Speaking of the far-reaching significance of the great
change from working in subjection for the exploiters to
working for oneself, Lenin pointed out in an article
entitled How to Organize Competition;

Only now is the opportunity created for the truly
mass display of enterprise, competition and bold initiative.
Every factory from which the capitalist has been ejected,
or in which he has at least been curbed by genuine
workers’ control, every village from which the landlord
exploiter has been smoked out and his land confiscated,
is now, and has only now become, a fleld in which the
working man can reveal his talents, somewhat unbend his
back, straighten himself, and feel that he is a human
being. For the first time after centuries of working for
others, or working in subjection for the exploiter, it has
become possible to work for oneself and moreover to
employ all the achievements of modern technique and
culture in one's work.

When a man works for himself, he seldom bothers to
think about the amount of work, the rate of pay or the
length of the working hours. For example, when a less
public-spirited doctor works in a hospital he may some-
times complain about having to work long hours even
when he gets overtime pay. But back home if his children
fall sick he will sit far into the night or even spend sleep-
less nights looking after his dear ones without ever
grumbling about office hours or how much he gets paid
for his service. He is primarily concerned with the
speedy recovery of his children. The sight of the sick
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children pains him while the slightest improvement
cheers him up. The reason is quite simple. The children
are his own blood and flesh. He is working for his own.

The reason the Chinese people display such enthusiasm
and vigour in building socialism is no mystery. They are
all of them working for their own happiness, for the
common good. They know pretty well that today’s hard
work is helping to bring about a fuller and richer life
for all and the harder they work the sooner that day will
come. Every new factory, mine or farm built, every new
railway or highway constructed, every new school, hos-
pital, nursery or theatre erected enriches the material and
cultural life of the people. It's one for all, all for one.
The successful building of socialism and the prospects of
its eventual transition to communism illuminate their
path like a guiding light. That’s the ideal they are working
for. With each day's conscientious work they move a
step nearer to that ideal. This naturally heightens their
initiative and keenness in work.

Burden or Pleasure?

Under private ownership of the means of production,
as has already been noted, the labouring people have to
work for the exploiters to earn their daily bread or go
hungry. Furthermore, it often happens that they can find
no jobs at all. In such circumstances, labour becomes
more and more of a burden for the labouring people. When
public ownership has replaced private ownership, the
labouring people’s concept of labour undergoes a funda-
mental change. Labour becomes a pleasure as well as the
prime necessity in life. On this point, Frederick Engels
stated clearly in Anti-Duhring:

In making itself the master of all the means of pro-
duction, society puts an end to the former subjection of
men o their own means of production. It goes without
saying that society cannot itself be free unless every
individual is free. The old mode of production must
therefore be revolutionized from top to bottom, and in
particular the former division of labour must disappear.
Its place must be taken by an organization of production
in which, on the one hand, no individual can put on to
other persons his share in productive labour—the natural
condition of human existence; and in which, on the other
hand, productive labour, instead of being a means to the
subjection of men, will become a means to their emancipa-
tion, by giving each individual the opportunity to develop
and exercise all his faculties, physical and mental, in all
directions; in which, therefore, productive labour will
become a pleasure instead of a burden.

Making productive labour a pleasure instead of a
burden! That's what we are going all out for. The re-
placement of private ownership by public ownership and
the long series of practical steps which the Chinese Com-
munist Party has adopted towards effecting the eventual
integration of manual and mental labour and enhancing
the political understanding of the labouring people are
creating the necessary conditions and the atmosphere for
this great fact.

Whether you regard labour as a burden or a pleasure
makes a world of difference. It not only reflects different
concepts of labour, but inevitably leads to entirely dif-
ferent approaches or attitudes to labour. When a person
does something which he regards as a burden, no one is
surprised if he displays indifference or even reluctance.
Just get the damn thing done with as quickly as possible,
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there’s no other way out, he will say to himself. However,
things are entirely different when a person does some-
thing which he regards as a pleasure. He likes the job
and will go about it with zest.

The Prime Necessity in Life

In sharp contrast to the exploiters who live a para-
sitical life, the labouring people have always respected
labour. To them, labour is the prime necessity in life as
well as a pleasure. It is only under private ownership of
the means of production in which the exploiting classes
deprive the labouring masses of the fruits of their labour,
thus divorcing happiness from labour, that misconceptions
arise in respect to labour. As soon as the toiling people
become masters of their fate and private ownership is
replaced by public ownership, such misconceptions gradu-
ally fade out. The idea that labour is the prime necessity
in life and that to live by one’s own labour is an honour
while to live a parasitical life is a disgrace is steadily
taking root in people’s minds. As a result, the labouring
people’s initiative and enthusiasm naturally increase.
Discussing this new attitude towards labour, Lenin stated
in From the Destruction of the Ancient Social System to
the Creation of the New:

Communist labour in the narrower and stricter sense
of the term is labour performed gratis for the benefit of
society, labour performed, not as a definite duty, not for
the purpose of obtaining a right to certain products, not
according to previously established and legally fixed rates,
but voluntary labour, irrespective of rates, labour performed
without expectation of reward, without the condition of
reward, labour performed out of a habit of working for
the common good, and out of a conscious realization of
the necessity of working for the common good — labour as
the requirement of a healthy organism.

It is therefore perfectly clear that different concepts
of labour lead to different attitudes to labour. Of course
it takes a long time to destroy, lock, stock and barrel, the
erroneous ideas of labour which the exploiting classes have
studiously instilled in the minds of the labouring people.
The startling progress of China’s national ¢conomy, par-
ticularly the big leap forward in 1958, the struggle against
the bourgeois rightists and the rectification campaign
have done much to raise the political understanding of
the Chinese people. They see with their own eyes the
vast [ar-reaching changes around themselves. And they
are actively engaged in building China into a mighty so-
cialist land with a modern industry, agriculture and
science and culture. Everybody is contributing. It fills
the people with joy and pride to see the rapid advance
of their homeland along the socialist path. It is not for
nothing that they work with a will.

New Features of Labour

From what has alrcady been said, it can be readily
seen that the glowing enthusiasm and initiative which
the Chinese people display in building socialism have
their political, economic and social backgrounds. Several
outstanding features of this new working spirit are worthy
of note.

First, people are working voluntarily and conscien-
tiously. They take pride in playing their part and giving
their best to the common good—building China into a
powerful socialist state. They are perfectly aware that
whatever they do is contributing towards laying the
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foundations of a brighter and richer life. They are not
preoccupied with remuneration or working hours. They
are cager to get things done. And the sooner the better.

Secondly, this new working spirit has given birth to
creative labour. People are not content to follow the
beaten track and do business as usual. They know pretty
well that since times and circumstances have radically
changed, new ways of thinking and new ways of doing
things should be worked out. As a result, they seldom
hesitate to break away from outmoded traditions and
conventions and think and act in an original manner. This
bold emancipation of the mind helps further weaken the
croding influence of surviving bourgeois ideology. It also
offers a fresh impetus to the creative energy and resource-
fulness of China’s labouring millions.

A third striking feature is the close all-round co-
operation and co-ordination. Since all are working for
the comimon cause, community of interest and shared
ideals unite people of all sorts and conditions in concerted
effort for the common good. Socialist emulation provides
a lypical illustration. The strong and the advanced help
the weak and the backward by sharing with them the
“seerels” of success. The backward try to catch up by
learning from the advanced. This presents a glaring
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The Flourishing

contrast to the cut-throat competition of capitalist “free
enterprises” in which the law of the jungle prevails.

Last, but not the least, is the voluntary observance
of labour discipline. Now that the labouring people have
become masters of their destiny and are working volun-
tarily and conscientiously, it is only natural that they
should observe labour discipline of their own accord. This
is totally different from feudal or capitalist society where
discipline is enforced by pressure or coercion. In this
connection Lenin stated with perfect clarity: “The feudal
organization of social labour rested on the discipline of
the bludgeon, while the toilers, robbed and tyrannized
over by a handful of landlords, were utterly ignorant and
down-trodden. The capitalist organization of social labour
rested on the discipline of hunger, and, notwithstanding
all the progress of bourgeois culture and bourgeois de-
mocracy, the vast mass of the toilers in the most advanced.
civilized and democratic republics remained an ignorant
and down-trodden mass of wage slaves, or oppressed
peasants, robbed and tyrannized over by a handful of
capitalists. The communist organization of social labour,
the first step towards which is socialism, rests, and will
do so more and more as time goes on, on the free and
conscious discipline of the toilers themselves who have
thrown off the yoke of the landlords and capitalists.”

Socialist Camp

by FANG CHING - HSIU

1958 saw the national ecenomies of all the socialist
countries forging ahcad. The trend is set for 1959

to be a year of still greater successes for the socialist
camp in its peaceful competition with the capitalist

system.
19 5 was a remarkable year. It was the first year
following the great turn in the world situation
when the East wind prevailed over the West wind. In
this year the East wind blew with increasing strength;
the West wind waned. In the family of socialist states,
every member celebrated success in every sphere of
national construction. It all added up to a scene of
buoyant prosperity for the whole socialist camp. In
striking contrast, the capitalist world, beset by economic
crisis, presented a picture of stagnation and decay. It
became clearer than ever which of the two world Sys-
lems — socialism and capitalism — is superior and which
will emerge the eventual victor.

Looking back at 1958, working people everywhere
will rejoice at the vast progress made in the lands of so-
cialism. Their aggregate industrial output accounted
for 33 per cent of the world’s total in 1957; in the past
year it soared to 40 per cent. This was a big leap indeed.

The Soviet Union

In the Soviet Union, the centre of the socialist camp,
1958 was a year of impressive gains. Beginning in mid-
December, reports of overfulfilment of economic plans
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ahcad of schedule began pouring in from the various
Economic Regions of the Soviet land. The U.S.S.R. pro-
duced around 55 million tons of steel and 113 million
tons of petroleum in 1958. This means that in each month
of 1958 the Soviet Union was producing more steel and
petrol than tsarist Russia did in the whole of 1913, The
output of electric power in 1958 was more than 233,000
million kwh. This means that, every three days, the
Soviet Union produced as much power as tsarist Russia
did in a year. In 1958 the building of the Kuibyshev
Hydraulic Power Station on the Volga — the biggest of
its kind in the world —was completed. And an even
bigger one, the Stalingrad station, began to generate
electricity a few days ago. Besides this, the Soviet Union
built seven blast furnaces with a joint capacity almost
equal to that of all the blast furnaces built in the country
during the first two five-year plans. These few facts
alone make it possible to gauge the scope and speed of
development in the Soviet land.

A bumper harvest unparalleled in history was reaped
in the Soviet Union in 1958. Total grain output reached
8,500 million poods. Cotton output increased by 50 per
cent compared with 1957. The output of sugar beets,
too, reached an all-time high. That of other farm prod-
ucts, such as milk, also increased considerably.

Other Socialist Lands

The year 1958 saw similarly impressive achievements
in the other socialist countries. “Riding on a thousand-
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league steed” is a popular slogan in the Korean Dem-
ocratic People’s Republic these days; it is a vivid ex-
pression of the quickening tempo of progress in that
land. The value of industrial production in the northern
part of Korea rose by thirty-seven per cent compared with
1957. The rich harvest gathered beat all previous rec-
ords in Korean history. Grain production has already
reached the level originally set for the last year of the
First Five-Year Plan (1961). Cotton output soared; it
was ten times as much as in 1957 and twice as much as
the target originally set for 1961.

The Democratic Republic of Viet-nam increased its
industrial output by more than 40 per cent compared to
1957 and reached a higher level than in any year under
French rule. Agricultural production, too, rose higher
than ever before. Animal husbandry, forestry and
fishery also hit new output records and left far behind
the figures for the most prosperous pre-war years.

In 1958 the rate of increase in Czechoslovakia’s in-
dustrial production was the highest for the last six years.
Albania’s industrial output was 20 per cent greater than
in 1957. Industrial output in the German Democratic
Republic increased last year at a rate faster than in any
year since 1953. Its industrial output in the first three
quarters of 1958 was 11 per cent bigger than in the cor-
responding period of 1957, and was almost twice the figure
originally set in state plans. Its grain output topped
the 1957 figure by 12 per cent and in milk, meat, eggs
and a number of other animal products output may well
climb to the levels set for 1960. Hungary, too, incrcased
its industrial output in 1958 by 13 per cent compared
with 1957. The other socialist countries, Rumania, Bul-
garia, Mongolia and Poland, all fulfilled their production
plans with remarkable success. Poland’s coal output in
1958, for instance, was the highest ever attained in the
country.

In China, too, as reported elsewhere in this magazine,
1958 witnessed unprecedented successes in the develop-
ment of the national economy.

New Targets

On the basis of the successes already scored, the so-
cialist countries have worked out plans for still greater
developments and set themselves new targets in their
battles for progress. The Soviet Union, according to its
now well-known Seven-Year Plan, will increase its in-
dustrial and agricultural output by 80 and 70 per cent
respectively. The Polish people have set themselves a
goal of raising, in seven years, the national level of in-
dustrial production to ten times that of pre-liberation
days. The Bulgarian people have put forward a heroic
slogan —to fulfil their five-year plan one or two years
ahead of schedule. In developing mass movements for a
socialist revolution that will create the conditions for
a big leap forward in national construction, the Viet-
namese people are displaying the same revolutionary
drive that they showed in fighting the colonialists. Dem-
ocratic Germany has issued the call to overtake West
Germany in the supply of the most important industrial
consumers’ goods by 1961. China, too, is continuing its
efforts for a still bigger leap in the coming year. These
plans and targets have fired the imagination of the peo-
ples in the socialist countries.

The brilliant successes of last year in the Soviet
Union and the other socialist countries are inseparable
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from the series of important reforms initiated by them
in the economic field and the soaring initiative of the
masses which was brought into play.

The socialist system has created conditions in which
the people can work for their common good in conscious
accordance with the scientific laws of the development
of society. Basing themselves on the economic law that
the relations of production must conform to the nature
of the productive forces, the political parties of the
working class in the various socialist countries have con-
sistently taken steps to adjust and readjust the relations
of production so that they stimulate the growth of the
productive forces.

For instance, the Soviet Union, immediately after
reorganizing the management in industry and construc-
tion, adopted two new important measures in 1958 —
reorganization of the machine and tractor stations and
the introduction of a new system for the procurement
of farm produce. These were adopted successively on
the basis of the existing economic and technical condi-
tions and level of development of the agricultural pro-
ductive forces in the collective farms.

In April 1958, in the wake of the Soviet Union,
Czechoslovakia also introduced an important measure
for the reorganization of indusirial management. By
simplifying the managerial system, giving more authori-
ty and transferring cadres to the lower levels, this has
made it easier for the responsible central departments
to give leadership and has greatly enhanced the initiative
of the enterprises and the masses.

In 1958, on the basis of giving priority to the devel-
opment of heavy industry, China adopted the policies of
simultaneous development of industry and agriculture
and of heavy and light industries; on the industrial front,
it adopted the policy of effecting an overall leap forward
with steel as the key link, the policies of simultaneous
development of national and local industries, and of
large enterprises and medium-sized and small enterprises,
of simultaneously employing modern and indigenous
methods of production, and of combining centralized
leadership with a full-scale mass movement. As a result
our national economy has developed by leaps and bounds.

The agricultural co-operative movement in the so-
cialist countries also made considerable progress during
the past year. In Korea, for instance, agricultural co-
operation has now taken firm root throughout the coun-
tryside. Over 92 per cent of the peasant households in
Bulgaria have joined co-operatives. Ninety-nine per cent
of China's peasant households have joined people’s com-
munes.

It was these and other important measures, taken
by the socialist countries to develop their industrial and
agricultural productive forces, that helped to bring about
the unprecedented economic upsurge we are now wit-
nessing.

Creative Enthusiasm

There was a steady build-up in the initiative and
creative enthusiasm of the people of the socialist countries
during the year. The Soviet people, for instance, eager
to accelerate realization of the great goals of the Seven-
Year Plan, have launched a tremendous movement of
“communist work teams.” In Czechoslovakia, “socialist
work teams” were formed one after another. The
Korean pcople have started mass drives to set up power
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THE WORLD IN 1958

s

The Forces of Peace, Socialism and National Revolution A

16

Rapid progress in the national
economies of the socialist coun-
tries headed by the Soviet Union.
Their industrial output now con-
stitutes 38 to 40 per cent of the
world’'s total.

U.S.S.R. enters new era of transi-
tion from socialism to communism
as marked by the publication of the
theses on the Seven-Year Economic
Development Plan (1959-1965).

Giant leap forward in China’s so-
cialist construction.

The unity and co-operation of the
socialist camp is further strength-
cned as a result of the Mao Tse-
tung-Khrushchov talks and other
meetings between leaders of the
socialist countries.

Launching of Sputnik No. III.

Uncompromising struggles waged
by Communists of all lands against

modern revisionism as represented
by the Tito group.

Berlin Conference of the Com-
munist and Workers’ Parties of 1&
European countries against impe-
rialist war policy and for peace ir
Europe.

Economic crises in U.S. and the
capitalist world,

Intensification of inter-imperialis
contradictions at the Paris NATC
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in the Ascendancy.

P

council meeting. Collapse of the
European Payments Union.

U.S. war provocations in the Tai-
wan Straits area resolutely rebuffed
by China and condemned by world
public opinion.

Rebellion with backstage
support foiled in Indonesia.

U.s.

Japanese people struggle for aboli-
tion of the Japan-U.S. “Security
Treaty,” against U.S. military bases
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13.

14,

15.

Map by Su LI

and the shipping of nuclear

weapons into their country.

Fourth International Conference
Against Atomic and Hydrogen
Bombs and for Disarmament in
Tokyo.

Withdrawal of the Chinese Peo-
ple’s Volunteers from Korea.

Victory of the revolution and
founding of the Republic of Iraq.

16.

17.

19.

20.

21.

24,

26.

217.

28.

U.S. and British troops withdraw
from Lebanon and Jordan under
pressure of world peace forces.

Rising struggle against British
colonial rule in the south of the
Arab Peninsula.

Afro-Asian
Conference in Cairo.

Peoples”  Solidarity

Upsurge of the national indepen-

dence  movements  throughout

Africa.

Founding of the Provisional Gov-
ernment of the Algerian Republic.

Conference of African Independent
States and the All-African Peoples’
Conference in Accra.

Independence of Guinea.

Withdrawal of U.S. bases demand-
ed by Moroccan Government and
people.

Rising national independence move-
ments in Latin America.

Overthrow of the Perez Jimenez
regime by the Venezuelan people.

Victorious armed struggle of the
Cuban people against the Batista
dictatorship.

Popular struggle in Argentine to
defend oil rights.

Demands of the Panamanian peo-
ple for recovery of the Panama
Canal.

Legality won by the Communist
Parties of Chile and Venezuela.

Anti-imperialist demonstrations of
the Latin American pceoples greet
the visits of Nixon, Dulles, Milton
Eisenhower and other U.S. colo-
nialists.

17



stations and local industries throughout the country. The
Bulgarian peasants have launched a mass campaign for
the building of water conservancy works. The Chinese
people, inspired by the general line for building social-
ism, have put forth their best efforts on the fronts of
industrial and agricultural production and produced the
big leap forward.

The wider participation of cadres in physical labour
and the closer linking of education with life were new
developments in the life of the socialist countries in
1958. In Viet-nam, for instance, responsible government
officials took the lead in going to work in the villages
and factories and several hundred cultural workers went
to live and work with the peasants. Bulgaria and Al-
bania have decided that every year cadres must take
part in physical labour for a month. In Czechoslovakia,
with the streamlining of state organizations, a large num-
ber of cadres were transferred to factories and mines to
become workers, while scientific workers were trans-
ferred to productive units at lower levels.: This has
greatly strengthened the ties between the cadres and the
masses and stimulated the development of production.

How the Wind Blows

In striking contrast, the capitlalist countries in 1958
were enmeshed in an economic crisis, and the contradic-
tions that beset them became daily more acute, Take
the United States, the most developed capitalist power,
for instance. Its own press estimates that its industrial
production in 1958 went down by 7 per cent. In the
major capitalist countries in Western Europe, namely Brit-
ain, France and Italy, etec., production in 1958 either went
down or stood still, the number of unemployed went up
and both domestic and foreign markets shrinked.

Agriculture

Let us make a comparison between the Soviet Union
and the United States. In 1958, the Soviet Union not
only far surpassed the United States and continued to
take the lead in the oulput of combines, peat, manga-
nese, wheat, sugar beet and sugar but also overtook the
United States in coal. The Soviet Union’s coal output
in 1958 is estimated to be about 100 million tons more
than that of the United States and it now leads the world
in coal. The difference in steel output between the two
countries has also been much narrowed down: the So-
viet Union’s steel output rose from 48 per cent of the
U.S. steel output in 1957 to 65.5 per cent in 1958.

According to the targets of the Soviet Seven-Year
Plan, in the next twelve years the Soviet people will
overtake the United States in per capita output of all
major products.

Other socialist countries are also striving to over-
take some of the well-developed capitalist countries in
the economic field. For instance, Korea's per capita out-
put of cement, coal and fish has already surpassed that
of Japan and this year it will overtake Japan in the per
capita output of some other major industrial goods. The
per capita production of most agricultural products in
Democratic Germany has already surpassed that of West
Germany. The per capita iron and steel output of Cze-
choslovakia has already overtaken France and Sweden
and is approaching that of Britain. Poland’s per capita
steel oulput has surpassed both Japan and Italy.

In 1958, in a word, the East wind further prevailed
over the West wind; it was a year in which, as Chairman
Mao Tse-tung recently said, “the enemy rots with every
passing day, while for us things are getting better daily.”

Conference of Peasant Victors

by OUR CORRESPONDENT

HUGE peasant conference was held in Peking in

the last week of 1958. Its purpose was to cele-
brate the year's victories in agriculture, sum up ex-
perience in the big leap forward and pledge and plan
bigger crops for 1959,

Ending on New Yecar's Day, it was called the Na-
tional Conference of Outstanding Units in the Socialist
Construction of Agriculture. The 6,000 delegates came
from units that have distinguished themselves in farm-
ing and other branches of the rural economy.

“Ten Big Proposals”

The conference made “ten big proposals” to all peo-
ple’s communes and peasants in China for a still great-
er, better and more widespread leap forward this year.
They were:

1. Ensure and strive to pass the goal of 525 million
tons of grain, so that, taking cities and villages alto-
gether, there should be 2.000 jin of grain per person in
ordinary areas.

2. Ensure and strive to surpass the goal of 5 mil-
lion tons of cotton. Grow enough oil-bearing crops,
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apart from those used for other purposes, to produce 6
million tons of edible vegetable oil, or double what was
the latter’'s output in 1958. Grow one million tons of
jute and hemp.

3. Do a good job in field management of wheat,
rapeseed and other winter crops.

4. Seriously cairy out the “Eight-Point Charter of
Agriculture.” (1. Irrigation, 2. Fertilizer, 3. Deep ploughing
and soil improvement, 4. Seed selection, 5. Close planting,
6. Plant protection and control of plant diseases and pests,
7. Tool reforms and 8. Field management.) Each people’s
commune should cultivate high-yield fields on about one-
fifth of its sown area (the per mu output on these to be
more than twice the general average).

5. Develop agriculture, forestry, animal husbandry,
side-line occupations and fisheries in an all-round in-
tegrated way. Oulput in the last four categories to be
double that of 1958 in value.

6. Develop industry simultaneously with agricul-
ture. The value of industrial output in people’s com-
munes and county federations of people’s communes
should be at least double that of 1958.
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Fruils of the Big Leap

7. Develop simultanecusly production for one’s own
use and for exchange. The value of commodity pro-
duction in people’s communes should be about double
last year's.

8. Improve living conditions on the basis of expanded
production.

9. Strive for a still greater leap forward in science,
culture, education, public health and sports.

10. Check up and consolidate the people’s communes
in the next few months; combine this work closely with
winter production.

Many-Sided Victory

Liu Shao-chi, greeting the conference on behalf of
the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party,
gave the meaning of last year's victory. *“In agriculture,”
he said, “we have found the way to develop production
at high speed, begun to change its backward condition
and doubled the output of grain, cotton and some other
crops. It must be considered a great achievement that
the annual outpul of grain reached about 1,200 jin per
capita in a country as big and populous as ours.”

Last year, China doubled her output of grain which
reached 375 million tons, and of ginned cotton (3.35
million tons). Grain output had gone up by 20 per cent
in the five years from 1953 to 1957, but in 1958 the in-
crease was five times as much. There were also rapid
increases in oil-bearing and other industrial crops, in
livestock, timber and aquatic products.

Most of the country has reached, nine years ahead
of time, the targets for per mu yiclds of grain and cot-
ton set by the National Programme for Agricultural De-
velopment, 1956-1967. In several provinces the per mu
yield of paddy rice reached 1,000 jin; in several hundred
counties, for paddy rice, maize or millet, it averaged 1,000
jin or 2,000 jin and for ginned cotton 100, 200 or even 300
jin. Many places that once had low yields have raised
their grain output scores of times and many high-yield
areas doubled their output.

The Chinese peasants, in reaping bumper crops last
year, made valuable contributions to science by explod-
ing out-moded theories, said Kuo Mo-jo, President of
the Chinese Academy of Sciences, in his greeting to the
conference. The steps for raising farm output centring
on deep ploughing, opened out a new road for scientific
study of soils, plant physiology, crops cultivation and re-
lated fields. The record crops show that the rich ex-
perience of the Chinese peasants, accumulated over cen-
turies of practical activity, is an ocean of wisdom, an
inexhaustible mine of knowledge. Science today is no
longer the monopoly of the few, Kuo Mo-jo continued,
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and the bumper crops are a result partly of the fact that
the masses have begun to mastler science.

How They Did It

The reasons for the record crops in 1958, Liao Lu-yen,
Minister of Agriculture, told the conference, may be
summed up in three points.

First, putling politics in command. This. in essence,
means strengthening leadership by the Communist Party.
Only with politics in command, can the general line for
building socialism be correctly carried out and the com-
munist spirit of bold thinking, speech and action be
developed.

Secondly, the mass line. This includes encouraging
the people to air their views frankly, the carrying out of
great debates among the people, the participation of
functionaries in manual work, the holding of “on-the-spot
conferences.”

Thirdly, the “Eight-Point Charter of Agriculture.”
(See point 4 of the “Ten Big Proposals” above. — Ed.)

Speakers at the conference told how, by following these
principles, a number of provinces doubled or even trebled
their grain output last year and achieved similar increases
with other crops. Honan, for instance, trebled its grain
yield and more than doubled its output of cotton, ground-
nuts, sesame and tobacco. The scaboard province of Shan-
tung did the same with grain, cotton and groundnuts. Shen-
si, which doubled its grain and cotton output last year,
has set out to double it once more in 1959.

In many places the rural leap forward was not limited
to farming. In Macheng County, Hupeh Province, where
the people first turned their hands to iron and steel making
last year, 30,000 tons of iron and 1.000 tons of steel were
turned out. Its peasants also gathered record crops—
with average per mu yields of 1,500 jin for grain and 370
jin for ginned cotton.

The Macheng peasants literally wrung their crops from
nature. The 1957-58 winter wheat was saved despite three
months of drought followed by a month of rains.

During the rice-growing period, the peasants had to
overcome another drought lasting for 50 days. At the
end of all this, when the harvest was in sight, a big storm
with 30 centimetres of rainfall flooded an area with 300,000
people.

Assailed by these calamities, some thought that all
their hard work was for nothing and the production plans
in farming were at best paper things. But the county Com-
munist Party committee gave an active lead; it organized
a big debate among the people on how to deal with the
situation. On the basis of this full discussion, it put for-
ward the slogan, “Create a ‘miracle’ by reaching the goal
despite the flood.”
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The people answered with a real battle to save the
rice. Within a fortnight, they were victorious, and a fine
harvest was reaped.

Fast progress in 1958 was also made in the national
minority areas, the conference showed. The Kwangsi
Chuang Autonomous Region doubled its grain oulput de-
spite what was said to be the worst drought in a century.
The Sanchiang Tung Autonomous County, within that re-
gion, chalked up a truly amazing advance. Its 1957 grain

Welfare

For Good Living

THE Communist Party Committee of Hupeh Province
recently set certain standards for improving the life of
the people — particularly in the rural people’s communes.
Lower-level Party organizations in Hupeh were asked
to draw up their own stipulations along the same lines
to fit local situations.

The Central Committee of the Chinese Communist
Party recommended the Hupeh stipulations as well con-
ceived and suggested that other provincial Party com-
mittees follow suit. The following is a summary of the
main items of the Hupeh provisions.

Work and Rest: Everyone should have sufficient time
for sleep and rest, and a certain amount of time for
recreation. Eight hours for sleep and four hours for meals
and rest, at least 12 hours altogether, must be ensured
each day. Under ordinary conditions, eight hours should
be devoted to work and two to study. Members of the
rural people’s communes are ensured a weekly half-day
holiday. Women, during their menstrual periods, must
not be given heavy work or be put on the night shift.

Community Dining-Rooms: The standard for a good
communal dining-room is that everyone should eat well
and feel that he is getting better meals than he would at
home. Variety and good cooking are essential. Meals
must include soup, vegetables and meat. The greatest
cfforts should be made to meet everyone's preferences.
Kitchens and cooking utensils must be kept clean and
sanitary. All tableware must be sterilized. People with
contagious diseases must eat separately.

Dining-rooms are required to cultivate kitchen gar-
dens, raise pigs, run workshops to make bean products
and prepare their own preserved vegetable, fish and meat.
They may also run their sales counters providing addi-
tional meat side-dishes, pastry, cigarettes, wines and
various articles of daily use.

The management of the dining-rooms and the cooks
are elected by the commune members. The cooks are
offered courses to improve their skill.

Members who live at some distance from the dining-
rooms may take out meals to eat at home, or fix their
own meals at home during the winters.

Each household may keep its own pigs and chickens
and make its own preserves.

Housing: Each commune should have one or more
building teams. All construction sites must provide
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production was 300 jin of grain per capita, twice the pre-
liberation figure, but it had to import 10,000 tons of grain
over the mountains to supplement it. Last year's crops
gave every person in Sanchiang 2,000 jin of grain! It is
now a grain-surplus county.

The people’s communes, and the experience gained
[rom the 1958 record crops, are new favourable factors for
the development of Chinese agriculture — which has every
possibilily of making an even greater, more widespread
leap forward this year.

in the Communes

shelters against wind and snow for the workers. Com-
munist Party committees in the counties and people's
communes should draw up plans for the rebuilding of
villages, and efTorts should be made to complete the con-
struction of new villages in the whole province within a
few years.

All new housing that is built should provide for all
members of the family — husband and wife, old and
young — living together,

Child Care: Local women’s federations should see to
it that nurses and teachers in nurseries and kindergartens
are selected from among young and middle-aged women
who are physically strong, clean and tidy in their habits
and love children. Nurses and teachers are to be given
special training.

Women: All women should get equal pay for equal
work with men. Women are to be helped to take part
in cultural and technical studies. Women during pregnancy
and conlinement, and nursing mothers should be given
proper care. Where conditions permit, maternity wards
should be established.

Public Health: The masses should revise plans to
combat the “five evils™ (flies, mosquitoes, rats, grain-eating
sparrows and snails) and schistosomiasis, malaria, hook-
worm discase and filariasis. These should, in the main, be
wiped out in one or two years. There should be a central
public health centre in each people’s commune, a sub-
centre in each big team and public health clinics under
the sub-centres.

Recreation: Recreational and sports activities are to
be organized on a large scale during the Spring Festival
(the Chinese New Year which falls this year on February
8, 1959). Great attention should be paid to fostering small
spare-time drama troupes which write and direct their
own plays.

The Hupeh Provincial Committee of the Communist
Party will creale a committee in charge of living condi-
tions and welfare. All lower Party organizations are to
set up similar departments, each of which will be led by
a deputy head of the Party committee concerned.

Each Party committee is asked to supervise the run-
ning of a community dining-room, a nursery and a “respect
the aged” home, so that experience can be summed up
and spread.
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A Pedicab Driver Tells:

Why | Serve the People

by HO YUNG-TSAO

Much has been written abroad about Chinese waiters refus-
ing tips, pedicab drivers treating their passengers like members
of the jamily, and other examples of a new social morality
in China. What are the roots of this? Recently Zhongguo Qing-
nian (Youth of China) carried an article by a Nanking pedicab
driver which gives the explanation in the words of the “man-
in-the-street.” He is Ho Yung-tsao, a delegate to the National
Conference of Active Young Builders of Socialism recently held
in Peking. Here are some of the highlights of his article.

ARMING and industry made swift advances this
past year. On my rounds I've seen factory buildings
spring up like mushrooms. I also learnt that our worker-
brothers were producing many new things—some better
than those made in Britain. Such things set me think-
ing—couldn’t we pedicabmen do something in this big
leap forward?

In 1957 and 1958, the rectification campaign to im-
prove our style of work, the struggle against the bour-
geois rightists and other forms of education given us
by the Communist Party had helped me as well as other
pedicab drivers to understand things better. I came to
realize more clearly that as we speeded up socialist con-
struction, our country would become more prosperous
and all of us would be able to lead a much better life.

Helping the Customers

We got to understand something else: that man is
the determining factor in building socialism. So to serve
people well is itself a contribution to socialist construction.
We made “one for all and all for one” our watchword.
That’'s why we decided to further improve our services
and treat our customers like members of our own family
and do our best to help solve their difficulties.

In the autumn of 1957, an old peasant woman came
from the countryside to visit a relative in Nanking. She
had never been to the city before. She did not know
the way, nor did she understand the local dialect. I
offered to take her to the place where her relative lived.
When we reached a point about a third of a mile from
her destination, I found the way blocked by road repairs.
I could have set her down there and left her, but it was
raining and the road was muddy. When I thought of
the difficulties she might meet with, I decided to leave
the pedicab by the roadside and accompany her all the
way. I supported her with my arm to prevent her from
slipping, and I carried her on my back to cross a narrow
bridge. When we reached her destination, she insisted
on paying me extra, but I wouldn't take it. She said:
“Before liberation, even if you paid more, you wouldn’t
be treated like this. . . You couldn’t expect your own
son to do better!”

January 6, 1959

In March this year, while cruising in the south city,
I saw a peasant woman faint near Chenhuai Bridge. I
picked her up and took her to a clinic. It turned out
that that morning she'd got a letter from home saying
that her mother was seriously ill. She’d rushed from
the far end of the north city to the south, missed her
lunch, got tired and hungry and fainted. She'd forgot-
ten her money so I didn’t ask for the fare. In fact.
several others and I joined together to raise enough
money for her to buy a bus ticket home. Finally I took
her to the bus station and saw her off myself.

Why did I do all this? Because I sensed that our
new society has a new morality: to think of others and
help others as much as you can to solve their problems.
I, as a member of the Communist Youth League, should
observe this principle particularly closely. Acting on
this principle I too had been helped by others. Not long
after liberation, my pocket was picked on a return trip
from my home village to Nanking. Three cadres who
were travelling along with me learnt of my trouble and
collected money for me to buy my ticket. I wanted to
give them in return some of the local things I was carry-
ing back from home, but they refused to take a thing.
I asked them for their names and addresses but they
wouldn’t tell me that either. I was deeply moved. Since
then it has been my conviction that I should treat others
in the same way those three comrades treated me.

The Communist Party has taught us that in order
to serve the people better, we must always consider the
needs and convenience of our customers. So I've made
it a rule to take special care of children and old people,
expectant mothers and the sick. In moving things, 1
always make a careful calculation for customers to see
if my one pedicab can do the job even at the cost of
extra time and labour, so that they don’t have to spend
more money to hire another.

We Do Our Share

In the battle for iron and steel, many people worked
from dawn till dusk on their own initiative. 1 wanted to
serve these good people better; but how? Why not help
them make use of the precious time spent while riding
in my pedicab, I thought to myself. Busy as they are
they must surely regret that they didn't have time enough
to follow the papers closely. So I started to subscribe
to the magazines Hongqi (Red Flag) and Qunchong (The
Masses) and the local newspaper for the customers to
read while riding in the cab. I needed to study them
too. My customers liked this time-saving idea. Now
this practice has spread from a few members in my pedi-
cab group to the whole of my district. Recently we ex-
tended our activities by helping local dealers sell these
magazines.
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