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SEATO Menaces Peace in Asia

THE SEATO Council meeting held in Wellington last week
provided further proof that U.S. imperialism is plotting
fresh aggression in Asia and adding to the tension in that part
of the world.

Press reports indicate that discussion of military affairs
occupied much attention. The strategic plan mapped out by
SEATO military advisors was approved at the Council meeting.
The United States, through this meeting, sought to step up the
military preparations of the SEATO bloc for war and aggression.

During the past two months, SEATO, under U.S. manipula-
tion, launched a series of provocative military exercises. Early
in February, U.S. and Thai ground forcss conducted combined
atomic warfare manoeuvres in the northern part of Thailand.
Later, in the first week of March, massive air manoeuvres of
the SEATO countries were staged in Thailand, with China
regarded openly as the potential enemy. Large-scale naval
exercises, which began on April 10, are still in progress.

All this sabre-rattling is obviously intended to intimidate
the peoples of Asia and curb their struggle for freedom and
peace.

Another significant development of the SEATO Council
meeting was the effort to bring SEATO under the domination
of NATO. The war plotters in the Pentagon have made no
secret of their plans to interlock NATO, SEATO and the Bagdad
Pact into a global plan for imperialist conquest. In February
this year, SEATO Secretary-General Sarasim had talks in
Paris with NATO Secretary-General Spaak on “co-operation”
between these two U.S.-dominated aggressive blocs. British
Secretary for Defence Sandys pointedly stated at the Wellington
conference that since all the members of NATO, SEATO and
the Bagdad Pact are “serving the same cause” they are ready
to make their “land, sea and air forces at strategic points around
the world available for support of the common cause.” The
Council meeting, according to its official communique, regarded
co-operation with NATO highly valuable.

The anti-communist and anti-subversive ballyhoo raised at
the Wellington conference only served to expose with greater
clarity the disgusting hypocrisy of the U.S. colonialists and
their bootlickers. Experience has proved that their wild talk
about combating “communist threats” and “subversion™ is noth-
ing but a dirty trick to suppress the anti-imperialist struggle
of the peoples of Asia for independence and freedom. The
United States was caught red-handed engineering and aiding
subversion in Indonesia and Cambodia. The press of the Philip-
pines disclosed that the abortive subversive plot against the
Philippine Government in February of this year was financed
by U.S. millionaires.

During the four years of its existznce SEATO has shown
itself to be a tool of U.S. imperialism for aggression and war
in the Far East, and a chief source of tension and antagonism
in this region. But the peoples of Asia want to live in peace
and run their affairs in their own way. They want to turn Asia
into a peace zone free of atomic weapons. And they mean to
fight for it.



Central Committee of
Chinese Communist Party Holds
Plenary Session

A plenary session of the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist
Party convened in Shanghai early this month. Following is the communique
of the session:

The Seventh Plenary Session of the Eighth Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party of China was held in Shanghai from April 2 to April 5.

The Session discussed and adopted the Draft Plan for Development of
the National Economy in 1959, reviewed the check-up of the rural people’s
communes, and decided on the nomination of candidates for leading posts in
state organs.

After full discussion, the Plenary Session adopted the 1959 Draft Plan for
Development of the National Economy. This Draft Plan was formulated on
the basis of the four major targets set at the Sixth Plenary Session of the
Central Committee — 18 million tons of steel, 380 million tons of coal, 525
million tons of grain and 5 million tons of cotton —and the situation in pro-
duction and construction in the first quarter of this year. In drawing up the
Draft Plan, the objective possibilities of the material and technical conditions
in our country and the subjective activity arising from the revolutionary
enthusiasm of the masses of the people have been taken into serious considera-
tion. It is a magnificent plan which can ensure the continued big leap forward
of the national economy. The Draft Plan will be submitted by the State
Council to the First Session of the Second National People’s Congress for con-
sideration. The Central Committee is convinced that guided by the brilliant
beacon light of the general line for socialist construction and on the basis of
the great leap forward in 1958, the 1959 Plan will assuredly be fulfilled and
overfulfilled if the people of our country continue to go all out and work ener-
getically, practically and resourcefully, give full scope to the latent forces
existing in all quarters and vigorously carry out the campaign to increase
production and practise economy.

The Plenary Session examined the check-up of the rural people’s com-
munes carried out since the last plenary session of the Central Committee.
It pointed out that this work had been done well and fruitfully in the past
three months and more, that the Resolution on Some Questions Concerning
the People’s Communes adopted by the Eighth Central Committee at its Sixth
Plenary Session in December 1958, was being implemented and that the devel-
opment of the rural people’s commune movement had been healthy. It gave
further consideration to the questions discovered in the course of the check-
up of the people’s communes, and laid down specific measures for their settle-
ment. The Plenary Session is convinced that the rural people’s communes
will definitely become still more consolidated and developed after continued
check-up for a period of time.

The Plenary Session discussed and decided on the nomination of candidates
for leading posts in the state organs. After consultation with various circles,
the names of the candidates will be submitted to the First Session of the
Second National People’s Congress.

The Plenary Session was held under the guidance of Comrade Mao Tse-tung.
Comrade Mao Tse-tung made an important speech on the question of methods
of work at the meeting.

The Plenary Session was attended by 81 members and 80 alternate members
of the Central Committee. Leading comrades of various departments of the
Central Committee and first secretaries of the Party committees of various
provinces, municipalities and autonomous regions, who are not members or
alternate members of the Central Committee, were also present.

Prior to the Seventh Plenary Session of the Eighth Central Committee,
the Political Bureau of the Central Committee held an enlarged session to
make preparations for this Plenary Session.
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ROUND the WEEK

“The Mute Teacher”

From the experience of Shantung,
Kiangsu, Hopei, Heilungkiang and other
provinces of China, the new Chinese
Phonetic Alphabet is an effective instru-
ment in the battle to eliminate illiteracy.
It has been used to great advantage hoth
to teach workers and peasants how to
read and write and to help those who
already have a start but are not confident
as yet, to consolidate their knowledge of
the language.

One of the greatest difficulties of the
Chinese language, that is, the language of
the Han people, is that the beginner can-
not learn to read (pronounce) the chur-
acter (word) without the aid of a teacher.
And since there are very many char-
acters, every time the student forgeté a
pronunciation he needs help from some-
body. The Chinese characters in them-
selves do not indicate how they should
be pronounced.

With the introduction of the new
Phonetic Alphabet this is no longer much
of a problem. People who have mastered
its use can read any textbook or reading
material with the alphabet printed along-
side the characters. When a new word is
encountered the alphabet provides what
is popularly known as the standard “Pe-
k:ng” pronunciation. It comes in so handy
that people now call the Phonetic
Alphabet “the mute teacher.” Peasants
with heavy production jobs and house-
wives who have little time to spare to
attend classes are vocal in its praise. The
Phonetic Alphabet enables them to carry
on their lessons in their spare time.

The Phonetic Alphabet is easy to learn.
It takes a person ten or at most twenty
hours to master the entire alphabet and
then, with its aid, learn to read and write
1,500 characters or so of the Chinese
language by concentrated and consistent
study of one and a half hours every day
for a period of a month or at most two
months. It is now used not only to wipe
out illiteracy but also to help people
continue with their studies and enrich
their knowledge alter they cease to be
“letter-blind.”

In many provinces the Phonetic
Alphabet is also used to popularize the
putonghua (the common speech), a dialect
originally spoken in the northern prov-
inces of China and referred to above as
the “Peking"” pronunciation, the basis for
standardizing the pronunciation of the
Chinese language. It is often difficult, if
not altogether impossible, for people from
different parts of the country to under-
stand each other, so different is the
pronunciation in different localities. This
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