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New Additions to the CHINA KNOWLEDGE SERIES
A

SHORT HISTORY OF CHINESE PHIL.OSOPHY

by Hou Wai-lu

Written for the general reader, A Short History of Chinese Philosophy outlines the
development of Chinese philosophy from ancient to modern times. It describes the contro-
versies between materialism and idealism, and between dialectics and metaphysics. which run
through the history of Chinese philosophical thought. Tt discusses the important philosophers
of each period and their ideas with a briel analysis of the social-economic backgrounds of the
various schools of thought.

Contemporary Chinese philosophy is treated at some length with an emphasis on the
philosophical works of Mao Tse-tung during the period of the democratic revolution and the
present period of socialist revolution.

About 150 pages

4 SHORT HISTORY OF

MODERN CHINESE LITERATURE

by Ting Yi

The history of Chinese literature dates back 3,000 ycars, from the time of The Book of
Songs. A Short History of Classical Chinese Literature by Feng Yuan-chun, {ranslated
into English and published by the Foreign Languages Press, Peking, in 1938, has given a brief
resume and analysis of Chinese literature from its earliest beginnings to the epoch-making
May 4 Movement in 1919, together with biographical sketches and outlines of the works of
famous classical writers.

After the May 4 Movement. a turning point in Chinese history, China entered the stage
of new-democratic revolution.  Simultancously. Chinese literature underwent radical changes.
While inheriting the finest traditions of old China. it assimilated Western democratic ideas.
Even more important. it accepted Marxism-Leninism.

The three decades between the May 4 Movement and the founding of the People’s Re-
public of China in 1949 saw the emergence of the greatest and most courageous standard-
bearer of the new culture, Lu Hsun, and a host of outstanding writers like Kuo Mo-jo, Mac
Tun. Tsao Yu and Lao Sheh. and the publication of the immortal work The True Story of AR
® and other splendid works like The Goddesses, Midnight, and Thunderstorm, to mention only
a few. There is an urgent demand from readers to know more about the course of develop-
ment of Chinese literature in these eventful vears. This English translation of A Short His-
tory of Modern Chinese Literature by Ting Yi should go far to satisfy this demand.

For many years before his death in 1954 the author was professor of modern Chinese
literature at various universities in China and abroad. Ilis book covers the period from the
May 4 Movement to the birth of New China in 1949, [lis clear narrative and concise analysis
will help readers to gain a good general knowledge of modern Chinese literature,

About 390 vages
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Slanders Come Home to Roost

YHE curtain rang up on a cheap anti-socialist show in Washing-
ton when Senate and House in a joint resolution authorized
the President of the United States to designate the third weck
in July as what they called “captive nations week.” On July
26 Eisenhower went on his knees in special prayer for the
“enslaved™ people. On July 29, he sounded off again at his
press conference against the socialist countries. The next day
he designated October 7 as a “national day of prayer™ [or “those
who now endure suffering of body, mind or spirit.”

Despite all the high-powered ballyhoo, this latest campaign
of slander against the socialist countries has been a [lop. Even
bourgeois papers in the U.S. have called the provocation “‘un-
timely” and “foolish.” In the socialist countries it is scathingly
condemned.

Ever since the first socialist state, the Soviet Union, emerged
in the world, imperialism has resorted to slander. subversion and
war in their desperate attempts to stop the march of the peoples
to socialism. All have been in vain, and over the years the
peoples of the world have learnt ever more clearly what all this
anti-communist talk boils down to. It was behind the smoke-
screen of combating communism that Nazi Germany, fascist Italy
and militarist Japan banded together and carried on their wars
of aggression West and East. After World War II, American
imperialism picked up the soiled banner of anti-communism.
The stationing of U.S. armed forces and establishment of mili-
tary bases on foreign soil, armed U.S. invasions of Taiwan. Korea
and Lebanon, crude U.S. interference in the internal affairs of
other countries, economic aggression under the guise of “foreign
aid” — all this has been done under the pretext of *“containing
communism.”

The lessons of all this have not gone unlearnt. The peoples
of Latin America, Africa and Asia who are struggling to achieve
or defend their independence know only too well who are the
real victims of this reactionary policy of the United States.

Eisenhower and Nixon have paid much lip-service recently
to peace.  But what is the true worth of their fine words? The
Joint Congress resolution listed China’s Tibet and many federated
republics of the Soviet Union as “captive nations” in an open
attempt to deny the sovereignty of China and the Soviet Union
over their territories. It labelled the socialist countries “captive
nations™ and openly pledged U.S. help to them to “recover their
freedom and independence.” “Peace” for the ruling circles in
the U.S. means overthrowing the socialist states and riveting
again the chains of capitalism on free peoples who fought long
years to achieve their freedom.

The people of every country have the inalienable right to
choose the form of government under which they will live. The
peoples of the socialist countries have chosen socialism. That
concerns them and them alone. These latest U.S. slanders
constitute an intolerable interference in their domestic affairs.

The Congress resolution unblushingly described the U.S. as
the “citadel of human freedom.” One glance at the gloomy
picture of mass unemployment and the colour bar is enough to
expose the hollowness of this sham. By their latest provocation
the U.S. slanderers have only succeeded in making a disgraceful
spectacle of themselves.



ROUND THE WEEK

Small Furnaces Make the Grade

Throughout the country iron and steel
workers did well in July, raising the
quality of their products still further and
fulfilling their monthly quotas ahead of
schedule., At Anshan, China’s largest
steel centre, the workers of the five major
open-hearth furnaces turned out 11,000
tons of high-grade steel over and above
their July targets. Shanghai came 1o
the fore with an 11.5 per cent increase in
steel output over June. Tientsin, the
north China industrial city, took pride
in the achievements of its No. 3 Steel
Mill; it fulfilled its July quotas fouy days
ahead of schedule and succeedecd in rais-
ing desulphurization efficiency of the
cupolas from 50 to 80 per cent, thus
speeding up the melling process. These
are only a few examples of the succcsses
scored by the metallurgical industry in
July.

In the development of China's iron and
steel industry much attention is paid
to small blast furnaces and converters.
The Ministry of Metallurgical Industry is
popularizing 12 technical measures for
increasing the output and raising the
quality of pig iron produced by small
blast furnaces. These measures, based
on the experience gained in the operation
of these small furnaces over the past few
months, include using washed coal in the
production of coke, ore dressing, increas-
ing the temperature and volume of air
blast.

It will be remembered that most of
these small blast furnaces and converters
came into being during the big leap for-
ward of 1958. Although their history is
short, they have already shown their
worth, with quality rising from month
to month. By June an average ol 91.03
per cent of all the steel produced by these
converters was up to the standard set by
the state. Five months before the rate
was only 67.86 per cent. Much the same
can be said for the steady rise in the
quality of pig iron produced by the small
blast furnaces.

Professors and Peasants Sum Up

In Shensi Province, professors in the
agricultural sciences, agro-technicians and
peasants sat around the same table to
discuss the factors which accounted for
this summer’s rich wheat harvest in the
province. The men from academic circles
spoke more from the theoretical side; the
master hands in farming brought cur-
rent experience and praclice to the dis-
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cussion. This meeting was one of the
sieps taken by the provincial authori-
ties to size up what can be used in
past experience to benefit the autumn
sowing.

Shensi, in the northwest, is one of
China’s major wheat-producing prov-

inces. A particular feature of its success
this year, a follow-up on 1958, was the
fact that it harvested rich crops of wheat
in quite a few instances on what used to
be unusually poor farmland. At the con-
ference the farmer-experts, technicians
and scientists, each from his own angle,
furnished information and put forward
their views on the harvest. They madez
an exhaustive study of how the 8-point
charter for agriculture had been applied
in Shensi —this constituted the key to
the rich harvest — and assessced the effect
of each single mecasure and the interac-
tion ol all eight.

The discussions were spirited. There
was plenty of give and take between
professors and peasants in thrashing out
different, and sometimes sharply conflict-
ing, points of view. The conference,
among other things, has enabled those
who generally work in the laboratories
and those who spend the greater part of
their days in the fields to learn much from
one another.

Many of the peasants have a mine of
information on the “how” of farming: for
example, they know how to prevent rust
in wheat but are quite at a loss in ex-
plaining the whys and wherefores of it.
Now through their contacts with the
scientists they have come to know the
causes of rusting and can give a good
working scientific explanation of it. The
peasants like these arrangements that
have brought them together with their
colleagues of the test-tubes. They
describe the synthesis as “native methods
and modern explanations.” The same
holds true for the men of science whose
knowledge has been supplemented by
their association with the peasants. Some
paraphrase an old saying: “A talk with
a peasant is worth a score of books.”

Fast Boat on the Tsangpo

From time immemorial the water route
between Lhasa and Chetang, a keyv city
in the Loka area, Tibet, could only be
traversed by yak-hide coracle. And then
only downstream. Small, uneconomical,
time-consuming, always threatened by

rocks and swift currents, the vak-hide
coracle is a primitive cralt. On his homa-
ward-bound journey the traveller would
have to send his vessel back overland
after it had dried in the sun, while he
himself would have to return on horse-
back or foot. Now the Tibetans are with-
i sight of making all this a thing of the
past; steamboats will soon ply between
the two cities.

The Tibet Military Arca Command of
the People's Liberation Army recently
sent out a team of experts to explore the
possibility of navigating by steamboat
the water route between Lhasa and
Chushui (a point southwest of Lhasa,
where the Lhasa River joins the Tsang-
po) and between Chushui and Chetang
on the Tsangpo River. These pioneers
set out in a motor boat down the Lhasa
River to Chushui, where they took an
8-ton barge in tow to Chetang, and then
made a successful return voyage up-
stream to Lhasa.

According 1o the findings of the team.
by dredging and deepening some silted
up sections of the two rivers, the 230-
kilometre waterway between Lhasa and
Chetang can be made navigable to shins
up to 2000 tons. Right now boats up to
20 tons, with two or three barges in tow,
can ply between the two points without
much difficulty. Such tow boats are now

cing designed. This will be the first
tim2 that fleets of power-driven boats
will be plying on two of Tibet's best-
known rivers. It will greatly facilitate
commun:cations and firansport of goods
between Lhasa and the Loka area, which
hitherto depended mainly on animal
transport.  Together with the motor
highway built in 1957, the development
of inland water transport in this part of
Tibet will help the Tibetan people to
open up the riches in their midst.

Nanling: A Sealed Book No More

The Red Army fears not the trials of
a distant march;

To them a thousand mountains, ten
thousand rivers are nothing:

To them the Five Ridges ripple like
little waves,

And the mountain peaks of Wumeng
roll by like mud balls.

The “Five Ridges" referred to in these
opening lines of one of Chairman Mao
Tse-tung's oft-quoted poems were among
the first difficult mountain areas the Chi-
nese Workers' and Peasants’ Red Army
passed through after setting out f{rom
Kiangsi on its Long March. Stretching
across the southern provinces of Kwang-
tung, Hunan and Kiangsi and the auton-
omous region of Kwangsi, they are
generally known as the Nanling Moun-
tains. Today, the silence of the ecastern
part of the Nanling range, an area of
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some 90,000
mostly in

square Kilometres lying
Kwanglung, is broken once
again. For three years Chinese geologists,
with the assistance of Soviet experts,
have been making an intensive survey of
the area. Their work is now nearing
completion.

A series of maps providing detailed in-
formation about geological formations,
mineral  resources, stratification. ele.
have been  prepared.  Pinpointing  the
location of many minerals, they will be
of key importance in planning the power
stations., waler conscrvancy projects and
railways which will be built in these
parts. Coal and some twenty other
mincrals have been [ound. exploding
once and for all the myth that the
southern provinces, and Kwangtung in
particular, are void of coal.

For hundreds of years past the Nanling
Mountains, geologically and topographi-
cally among the most complex in China,
used to be a closed book. Nobody knew
what natural riches lav buried under the
earth here. An old map with a one to
one million scale was all that was in-
herited from the old China; it gave the
scantiest of general information. The
Nanling survey undertaken by the Peo-
ple’s Government has probed the sccrets
of these parts, a milestone in the im-
mense job of completing the geological
survey of the 9 million square kilometres
of China.

Yangtse Valley Soil Survey

In the meantime, another survev has
been completed in the Yangtse River
Valley, this time of soil structure, part of
a nationwide soil survey. Maps on a one
to one million scale showing the distribu-
tion of various kinds of soils and supple-
mentary maps on a scale of one to two
hundred thousand ol the Nanvang Basin,
the Chianghan Plain and the hilly regions
of Hunan and Kiangsi, have been drawn
up, together with detailed written reports
on other aspects of the area's soil.

The Yangtse Valley covers the seven
provinces of Szechuan, Hupeh, Hunan,
Kiangsi, Anhwei. Chekiang and Kiangsu.
It comprises an area of about 1.5 million
square kilometres which is one of the
richest parts of China. The survey was
started in 1956 to provide data f[or the
great project of developing the Yangtse
Valley. For three years scientists and
their assistants have picked their way
through these provinces and studied the
ground they irod. They have discovered
new varieties of soil and the information
collected  will introduce certain corree-
tions in soil classifications  previously
made. Their findings have already led to
a number ol proposals for the more
efficient exploitation of the wealth of the
land. These include a scheme lor more
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scientific rrigation of the middle
lower reaches of the Yanglse River.

and

The Finishing Touches

With the first national sports meet only
a few weeks away workers are busily
putting the [inishing touches 1o the coun-
try’s biggest sporls arena just buill in
the castern part of Peking,. Already the
place has a  [festive air.  Decorative
towers arc going up together with a
colourful colonnade for the flags and pen-
nants that will be unfurled at the grand
opening,

Most of the forty-two events will take
place in Peking's stadiums. gymnasiums.
and swimming pools but a few will be
held in outlying districts. Parachute-
jumping, glider and model aeroplane con-
tests will be held at Lianghsiang, hitherto
best known for its chestnuls, Apart from
the main stadium, eight other places are
now bzing made ship-shape for the
occasion,

The cream of the nation's athletic
youth will compete in the games. The
organizers are completing arrangements
lo accommodate some 10,000 sportsmen
from the provinces. autonomous regions,
major cities and the People's Liberation
Army. The number of judges, umpires
and referees, totalling over a thousand,
will also be the biggest ever. More than

a hundred doclors and nurses have been
detailed for duties during the games.

equipment
Peking,

Practically  all  sporting
needed is “made in China™ by
Tientsin and Shanghai sports goods fac-
tories. These include 1.200 dozen ping-
pong balls: 250 footballs: 300 cycles: 60
sets ol parallel bars, and much else. This
is another distinguishing feature of the
national games this vear. In the old days
China had to import almost all standard
sports goods and equipment for national
compeltitions.

One factory has produced a time-saving
gadget lor the vollevball tournament —
an automatically adjusted net. This can
be raised to the standard height for
the men's game simply by pushing a
button after the conclusion of a women's
match. An electric score board to an-
nounce the results of each event is an-
other welcome fixture.

Most of the competing teams have
already selected their representatives for
the games. Peking itself is fielding a
strong team of some 400 of its best
athletes. The People’s Liberation Army
is sending a like number. The auton-
omous regions are girding up their loins,
too. Inner Mongolia, which specializes
in equestrian events, is expected to give
all comers keen competition. All in all,
it will be a line demonstration of the way
sport and sporting spirit links the land.

Shan Yu

Sketches hy
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