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Victory for the Five Principles

T HE friendly talks last week between Premier Chou En-lai and

Burmese Prime Minister Ne Win yielded significant results.
A treaty of friendship and mutual non-aggression and an agree-
ment on the boundary question were concluded between the two
neighbouring countries. Elsewhere in this issue we print the full
texts of these documents. This event, a landmark in Sino-Burmese
relations, is a fresh victory for the Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence.

The Sino-Burmese boundary question is a complex one be-
queathed by imperialism. In the years before Burma's inde-
pendence and China’s liberation, the imperialists deliberately in-
stigated many disputes on the Sino-Burmese borders as a means
of alienating the two nations. Independence made it possible for
the two countries to settle the boundary question on a new basis
because neither China nor Burma, now acting on their own,
wanted to fall into this imperialist trap.

Over recent years the Government leaders of the two coun-
tries have continued to exchange views on the boundary ques-
tion in the spirit of the Five Principles, thus creating the condi-
tions for its eventual solution. Prime Minister Ne Win’s visit
was the culmination of this process. Now agreement in principle
has been achieved on various specific issues and the road has
been paved for an overall settlement of the boundary question.

The Sino-Burmese Treaty of Friendship and Mutual Non-
Aggression is a further development of the Five Principles. It
is an important contribution tc the consolidation of peace in Asia.
Both China and Burma are economically backward. Both feel
an urgent need for peaceful construction. They share a common
desire to safeguard their independence, build up their own lands
and extend their friendly co-operation. The new treaty em-
bodies, and will further promote, the growth of the age-old friend-
ship between the Chinese and Burmese peoples who consider earh
other close kin. It also underscores the conviction that inde-
pendent Asian and African countries should and can unite in
friendship, and sets a new example of such unity and friendship.

In this number of Peking Review we also feel pleased to
report that the Sino-Indonesian treaty on dual nationalily has
become effective upon the exchange of instruments of ratifica-
tion. Although the anti-Chinese activities and discrimination
against the Chinese in Indonesia have not yet been completely
terminated due to the continued support of influential groups
there, this event is at any rate a significant step towards an over-
all settlement of the question of the overseas Chinese in Indo-
nesia. The Chinese people believe that if the two countries,
China and Indonesia, join efforts in a spirit of friendly co-opera-
tion, the treaty can certainly be implemented smoothly, nor will
it be difficult to find an overall and reasonable solution to the
overseas Chinese question. In this way, not only will Sino-
Indonesian friendship be cemented, but an example will be set
for the Asian and African countries in resolving the complex
issue of dual nationality which exists among them.

The new development in Sino-Burmese relations and the
exchange of instruments of ratification of the Sino-Indonesian
treaty on dual nationality once again demonstrate that with a
sincere desire to act in the spirit of the Five Principles, all dis-
putes between China and her neighbours can be settled through
peaceful negotiations.




Round the Week

As we go to press, the whole nation
is at the peak of a carnival mood,
cclebrating the {first spring festival of
the 1960s with a joy and elan which
mark it as something more than a purely
festive occasion. People sing and dance
everywhere to the beating of gongs,
cymbals and castanets and there are
improvised skits which never fail to
draw the crowds. The explosion of fire-
crackers mingled with children’s laughter
is incessant from dawn till dusk, and
indeed throughout the night in many a
place in the cities.

Fondness for Colour

People dress in their holiday best,
spruce, spick and span, and brighter
than usual in the newly designed fabrics
from the textile mills of Shanghai and
Tientsin. This is especially true of the
women, and men, of the national minori-
ties who have a traditional fondness for
colour. Public buildings, hotels, and
theatres have a distinctly festive air
with their specially erected red portals,
red silk bunting, and red lanterns bril-
liantly lit at night.

There are, of course, the traditional
spring scrolls, red-papered couplets
mounted on either side of house doors
to express fond hopes for the coming
New Year. Then there are the
popular slogans, lettered in bold red,
which reflect popular feeling and con-
viclion —Long Live the General Line!
Long Live the Great Leap Forward!
Long Live the People’s Communes!
Long Live the Communist Party! Long
Live Chairman Mao!

Members of the pcople’s communes in
the countryside are also making merry
on this lunar New Year holiday, with
added supplies of goods sent from the
cities, plenty of new feature and docu-
mentary films and a record number of
urban theatrical troupes coming to per-
form. Much of the festivities centre in
the gaily decorated community dining
halls where commune members gather
for family reunion dinners and various
social functions. In most cases, each
family takes up one or two tables and
those with special fondness for the cup
gather at separate tables. The old folks
in the commune’s homes for the aged
welcome the Party secretaries who are
among the first visitors to extend a
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warm “Happy New Year!” to them.
The gay and laughing children of the
village come next in a seemingly end-
less stream. “Respect for clders” is
very much in evidence. Many people’s
communes in the suburbs of the big
cities share their merrymaking with the
factory workers who have come to visit
them —an indication of the strong ties
between workers and peasants in China.

To enable Chinese compatriots and
the men and officers of Chiang Kai-
shek’s army on the Greater and Lesser
Quemoy Islands, Tatan, Erhtan and other
islands to spend the Spring Festival in
peace, the artillery units of the People’s
Liberation Army on the Fukien f[ront
ceased shelling on the two odd days of
January 27 and 29 as a mark of solici-
tude and concern.

From one end of China to the other,
from Peking where the Changdian Fair
(January 28-February 11) just outside
Hepingmen Gate attracted half a million
visitors on the first day to Canton in
the south where the famed flower show
was the biggest and most resplendent in
years, a good time is being had by all,
men and women, old and young alike.
And there is good cause for this national
rejoicing.

Giant Steps into the Future

Only a few days before, on January
22 to be exact, a communique was re-
leased to the press on the fulfilment and
overfulfilment in 1959 of the production
targets for the major products origi-
nally sel for the end of the Second Five-
Year Plan (1958-62). The news electri-
fied the whole country. A year’s hard
work had resulted in massive achieve-
ments: compared with 1958, the vear of
the big leap forward which shattered so
many production records, total indus-
trial output value in 1959 was upped
39.3 per cent, total agricultural output
value 167 per cent and the national
income 21.6 per cent. This means that
the main targets of the Second Five-
Year Plan, for steel, coal, grain, cotton,
cte. have all been overfulfilled three
years ahead of schedule. Elsewhere in
this issue is an article on the continuous
big leap in sleel production, which
gives an inkling of China’s phenomenal
industrial expansion. Suffice it here to

First Spring Festival of the 60s

mention the similarly noteworthy per-
formance in agriculture.

China’s grain production shot up by
more than 20 million tons last year,
reaching a total of 270.05 million tons,
and this in spite of the worst natural
calamities in decades which affected
more than a third of the sown area.
Thus China has wrested {rom Nature's
hard hand an 8 per cent increase in
grain output which exceeds by a wide
margin the average U.S. annual increase
of 25 per cent during 1949-58. China
has done so well in grain production in
the last two years that today her output
per head is more than double what it
was ten years ago. Big increases have
also been registered in other
colton, tobacco, tea, oil and sugar bearing
crops, etc.

crops —

These are major triumphs. With such
cnormous  successes in  industry and
agriculture under their belt and with
supreme confidence that the sustained
and fruitful labour and dedicated resolve
of the many-millioned working people
will make it possible to transform China
into a modern, rich, prosperous and
mighty socialist country, the people of
China are celebrating this Spring Festival
of 1960 in high spirits and style.
Workers, peasants, school teachers, gov-
ernment functionaries—all are taking
a well-earned rest. So, oo, are the men
and officers of the People’s Liberation
Army.

Longest Public Holiday

The Spring Festival is the longest and
most widely celebrated public holiday in
China, and, as mentioned before, also a
time for family reunions. With increas-
ing facilities more people than ever arc
travelling. The biggest demand for
tickets comes from workers and students,
with the latter enjoying reduced rates.
This year thousands of extra trains were
added to the regular number to accom-
modate the more than 54 million people
estimated to have (ravelled this way
during the holidays. Other means of
transport have also expanded their ser-

vices to cope with the overflow holiday
crowds.

In Peking, more buses have been
added to the various lines to provide
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