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CHINESE WOMEN IN THE
GREAT LEAP FORWARD

This collection of true stories describes the part being played by Chinese women in
building the new, socialist China. Here are the facts about their enhanced position in the home
and in society; about their happy, busy life and the profound changes that have taken place
in their ways of thinking.

Many sides of life and work are touched on: housewives doing a job of industrial work:
family life in the people’s communes; changes in the marriage system after liberation: an
actress’s experiences before and after liberation: the emancipation of a Tibetan slave woman:
the new lifc of a former prostitute. ... Here too is a story of a heroic Chinese woman “Auntic
Peng™; who did revolutionary work for over thirty years against the Kuomintang reactionaries,

right up to the time of liberation, and is now enjoying a happy old age.

Size: 132 Paper bound Richly illustrated

Women in the People’s Communes

The 75 photographs with captions in this album graphically show the tremendous
advantages the people’s communes have brought to the women of China’s rural areas.

The people’s communes first appeared in the Chinese countryside in 1958. Bigger than
the former co-operative farms, they combine industry, agriculture, trade, education and mili-
tary affairs, and their management and the local government administration are merged. With-
in a year they were demonstrating their immense advantages and potentialities by setting in
motion a big leap forward in production and socialist construction in the countryside (that
affects every aspect of the peasants’ life and work). They enjoyed national support. It was
part of their advantages that they could set up large numbers of community dining-rooms,
nurseries, kindergartens, tailoring shops and other collective welfare institutions, that socialize
domestic work and have released millions of village women from household drudgery, so that
they can now go out to work, get an education and technical skill and take part in various
social activities alongside their menfolk. This has opened the way for the achievement of
true equality between men and women and the growth of a happy, harmonious and close-
knit family and community life giving unparalleled opportunities for the development of the
individual.

48 pages in monotone photogravure Size: 18.5 % 16.3 cm.

Published in English, Russian, French, German, Spanish,
Japanese, Hindi, Vietnamese and Arabic editions.
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ROUND THE WEEK

Happy Landing !

An  unforgettable welcome was
given to the more than two thousand
overseas Chinese who returned to the
motherland from Indonesia aboard
four ships specially sent by the Chi-
nese People’s Government to bring
them back. As the vessels pulled
alongside the wharves at Whampoa
harbour, Canton, on February 29, a
full-throated roar of welcome went
up [rom the four thousand people
who had gathered there. To the
clash of cymbals and drums and
Joyous singing, people swarmed to
the ships' side, waving bouquets and
colourful balloons in welcome. It
was a deeply moving moment to the
returnees, most of whom had had to
overcome great difficulties before
their return as a result of the anti-
Chinese activities stirred up by cer-
tain influential circles in Indonesia.

The first to come down the gang-
way and step on Chinese soil was a
T7-year-old grandmother with her
grandson. Liao Cheng-chih, Chair-
man of the Overseas Chinese Affairs
Commission and of the Committee
for the Reception and Settlement of
Returned  Overseas Chinese, and
Chen Yu, Governor of Kwangtung
Province, immediately went forward
to greet her. The rest of the clderly
returnees followed, supported by keen
young helpers of the reception per-
sonnel. Customs inspectlors lent a hand
carrying children down from the
ships. A baby had been born at sea
on one of the ships. Medical staff
had everything ready to carry it and
its mother off to a maternity hos-
pital. While the disembarkation pro-
ceeded. scores of students dressed in
the colourful costumes of China’s
many nationalities danced in welcome.

The big rally held that day in
Whampoa was attended by representa-
tives of all sections of the people of
Kwangtlung and Canton. Welcoming
and expressing the whole country’s
deep solicitude for all the returnees.
Liao Cheng-chih announced that
China would, if necessary, send more
ships to bring back those overseas

Chinese who wished to return. But
this, he continued, would not lessen
the responsibility of the Indonesian
Government in getting them back to
their homeland. Liao Cheng-chih
dwelt on the fact that People’s China
has always been friendly to Indonesia.
Overseas Chinese there have abided
by the laws and decrees of the In-
donesian Government and lived on
very good terms with the Indonesian
people. But discrimination and anti-
Chinese activities have been stirred
up by certain influential Indonesian
circles last year. He added that if
the Indonesian Government were
really willing, on the basis of the
Five Principles and the Bandung
spirit. to maintain friendly relations
with China. it should co-operate with
China “to settle through negotiations
the existing overseas Chinese ques-
tion. safeguard the proper rights and
interests of the overseas Chinese and
facilitate the return of those who wish
to come back.”

Three days later, two more ships
sent by the Chinese Government
brought back another 1.600 overseas
Chinese from Indonesia. These docked
at the modern port of Chanchiang in
southern Kwangtung, and were given
a no less enthusiastic welcome home.
Liao Cheng-chih and other leading
officials went to Chanchiang specially
from Canton to receive them. Many
ol the returnees had suffcred harrow-
ing experiences. Among them was
72-year-old Lo Ho-lin who had been
a handicraft worker in Tjilamaja,
West Java. [or more than fifty years.
Last December when the anti-Chinese
aclivities were at their height, six
fully-armed Indonesian military police
beat him to the ground and severely
wounded him. His wounds have not
completely healed even after three
months, and he had to be helped
down [rom the ship. With tears of
joy in his eyes, he thanked the re-
ception  personnel for the care his
motherland had shown him.

In the city of Canton, three thou-
sand people from all walks of life
gathered at the Sun Yat-sen auditori-
um, on March 1. to give the returnees
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Whampoa Welcomes Returning Overseas Chinese
Sketch by Fu Sheng, Fu Li and Tsul Feng

a second big welcome home. With
Chu Kuang, Mayor of Canton, pre-
siding, the Governor of Kwangtung
Chen Yu welcomed them on behalf
of the Kwangtung Provincial Com-
mittee of the Chinese Communist
Party, the Provincial People’s Coun-
cil and all the 38 million people of
Kwangtung. “Our strong mother-
land,” he said, “is the surest sale-
guard for overscas Chinese.” The
sending of ships, the first time this
was ever done by a Chinese Govern-
ment, to bring home those persecuted
overseas is convincing proof of this.

In his address to the rally, Liao
Cheng-chih said: “Influential groups
in Indonesia, instigated by the im-
perialists, have carried on this anti-
Chinese campaign since the latter
part of last year in an attempt to
divert the Indonesian pcople from
their struggles against imperialism
and for democracy and to disrupt
friendly relations between China and
Indonesia. The Indonesian people
oppose these anti-Chinese activities,
and far-sighted Indonesian individuals
have warned against them. Never-
theless these activities have not been
stopped. ... These anti-Chinese activi-
ties are in violation of the principles
laid down at the Bandung Con-
ference, in the Joint Communique of
Foreign Ministers Chen Yi and Suban-
drio and the spirit of the Treaty on
Dual Nationality concluded between
the two countries. They also run
counter to the tradition of friendship
between China and Indonesia which
has years of history behind it.” Ex-
pressing his belief that disputes
which may arise between countries
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opposing imperialism and colonialism
can be solved through f{riendly ne-
gotiations, he added: “The question
of overseas Chinese in Indonesia is
not merely one of Indonesia’s internal
affairs, because it concerns the live-
lihood and safely of the broad masses
of overseas Chinese. It is something
that concerns both China and In-
donesia. Only a negotiated solution
can benefit the maintenance of
friendly relations between the two
countries.”

In conclusion Liao Cheng-chih de-
scribed to the returnees the great
changes that have come about in
China over the past few years. He
told them that a bright future was
waiting ahead for them all. He ex-
pressed the hope that all the returnees
would continue to display diligence,
staunchness and patriotism, raise
their cultural level and deepen their
political understanding so as to make
greater contributions to the building
of socialism in China.

Kwanglung, Fukien and several
other provinces, which have already
got special organizations to rececive
and settle returnees, are making
ready to scttle these new arrivals.
Hostels in many stale-run overseas
Chinese farms and many special
schools for studenis are being ex-
panded. The State Planning Com-
mission, the State Economic Commis-
sion and all other central government
departments concerned have given
prompt and efficient attention to re-
ception work. Building materials,
facilities and all other necessities have
been quickly allocated and trans-
ported to the wvarious towns and

villages where most of the overseas
Chinese will settle down.

Some of the new arrivals have al-
ready left Canton for various destina-
tions of their own choice. Some
have gone to take up new work in
farms or factories in various parts of
the country. Students who are in
need are given subsidies by the
schools in which they are studying.
Among those who returned earlier, a
small number of the older people
went back to their native villages to
spend happy days with their relatives,
while the great majority of them
have found jobs or entered schools
in Canton, Peking, Chibi (Fukien) or
other places. Those who have chosen
to work in the state-run overseas
Chinese farms have been given a
hearty welcome at grand mass meet-
ings on their arrival.

N.P.C. to Meet

The Second National People’s Con-
gress of the People’s Republic of
China will convene in Peking late this
month for its second session. At the
same lime, the Third National Com-
mitltee of the Chinese People’s Polit-
ical Consultative Conference will be
holding its sccond session. This was de-
cided at a joint meeting of the Stand-
ing Committee of the N.P.C. and the
National Committee of the C.P.P.C.C.
Prior to the sessions, deputies to the
N.P.C. and members of the National
Committee of the C.P.P.C.C. will go
on inspection tours in various parts of
the country.

The coming N.P.C. session will hear
a report on the work of the Govern-
ment, decide on the 1960 national eco-
nomic plan and examine and approve
the final financial accounts for 1959
and the State Budget for 1960.

Steel Leads the Way

March finds China striding ahead in
her drive for more iron and steel. The
call of the workers of Peking's Shih-
chingshan Iron and Steel Works to
fulfil output targets for the first
quarter of the year ahead of schedule
has sparked activity in all the steel
centres of the nation. The Shihching-
shan workers themselves are set to
reach their goals for steel, pig iron and
rolled steel output 24, 5 and 2
days respectively ahead of schedule.
They pledged to do this at a meeling
of outstanding workers on February
26.
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