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by MAO TSE-TUNG

These nineteen poems were written by Mao Tse-tung in the traditional
style. They have a tremendous range and a beauty and vision which will
make them live as long as classical Chinese poetry is read. Some have been
widely circulated but few had been published before 1957. This is the first

time they have been gathered together in translation in one volume.

Background and explanatory notes are provided. There is a portrait of the

author and reproductions of two pages of his original manuscript.

Cloth bound 38 pp.

Postage Stamps of the
People’s Republic of China

Every serious stamp collector will want a copy of this book. It is an
illustrated catalogue of all stamps issued in New China from October
1949, when the Chinese People’s Republic was founded, to March 1959.
Each stamp is printed in its original size in a [rame slightly larmser
in size than the stamp itself. This is for the convenience of collectors
wishing to superimpose real stamps on the illustrations, Each stamp
is fully catalogued with its description, index and serial numbers,
denomination, colour, printing, perforation, and date of issue. In addi-
POSTAGE STAMPS tion, there are four pages of coloured illustrations and one miniature
sheet of a recent issue.

O ThE An introducticn provides a short sketch of the history of Chinese
PEOPLES REPUBLIC stamps. It covers a period of about two thousand years, from the Han
= Dynasty (206 B.C.-220 A.D.) to the birth of New China. Its historical
‘OF CHINA references and interesting illustrations will give readers in general
== and philatelists in particular an illuminating glimpse into the devel-
b opment of China’s postal services and a deeper appreciation of
Chinese stamps.

There are a number of blank pages at the end of this book for
88 pp. mounting new stamps i1ssued in China after publication of this
manual.
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ROUND THE WEEK

Trade Unions Report

The continuing big leap is carrying
things forward so fast in China these
days that it is necessary, every now
and then, to check bearings in the new
conditions it is creating so as to make
a smooth advance to the next stage.

The executive committee of the All-
China Federation of Trade Unions did
just that when it met recently in Pe-
king. Taking stock of the mass move-
ments among the workers to carry out
the Party’s general line for building
socialism, it found the facts encourag-
ing.

The movement for technical innova-
tions and technical revolution came in
for major attention. Workers in every
industry, trade and profession have
carried it forward with enormous
enthusiasm. They have made it a key
factor in getting an all-round rise in
output. It is now centring around
mechanization or semi-mechanization
of manual processes and streamlining
of production through automation or
partial automation. Initial gains are
especially remarkable in view of the
fact that they are mostly the results
of the workers’ ingenuity in using
whatever equipment was at hand.
Every such improvement is a step to
speedier modernization of the nation’s
industries. The executive committee
called on all workers to continue to
carry forward this mass movement to
ensure a continued leap forward of
the national economy this year, to
further develop technical innovations
and the technical revolution and to
give still more energetic support to
the technical transformation of agri-
culture.

The executive's discussions made
clear how closely workers’ spare-time
education is linked to success for the
technical revolution. Trade unions
play a big role here too. Sparetime
schools have sprung up all over the
country. The delegate from Chang-
chun in Northeast China reported to
the session that there are nearly six
hundred such schools there. It has de-
cided to wipe out illiteracy among its
workers this year.

By the end of last year no less than
16 million workers and other em-

ployees were attending spare-time
schools of all kinds throughout the
country: a 50 per cent increase over
1958. Many enterprises now have
their own comprehensive educational
systems ranging from literacy classes
to college and specialized courses. Liu
Ning-I. President of the A.C.F.T.U.
speaking at the session, called on trade
unions to put further efforts into
spare-time education, eliminate illiter-
acy among workers as quickly as
possible, train technicians and special-
ists to meet the mounting demand and
help the workers “scale the heights of
science and culture.”

As schools educating the workers in
the spirit of collectivism and com-
munism, China's trade unions play
their role in many ways. Not the least
of these is organizing hundreds of
thousands of workers throughout the
country to study the works of Chair-
man Mao Tse-tung. This has brought
about a big advance in the political
understanding of the workers and
rallied them closer than ever around
the Communist Party. The executive
committee called for still greater at-
tention to these activitics.

The T.U. national executive session
also took note of the fact that the
growth of the national economy has
greatly improved the standards of liv-
ing of the workers. Average wages
have increased. Last year the Govern-
ment allocated 16 per cent more
money than in 1958 for workers' wel-
fare, including medical services, la-
bour insurance and social amenities.
This meant a big rise in real wages,
not to speak of bonuses., awards and
£0 on. The many new community din-
ing-rooms, nurseries and kinder-
gartens have proved a boon to the
workers, enabling them, and espe-
cially women workers, to devote more
time to their studies, recreational ac-
tivities and, not least. to work with
single-hearted zeal to build China into
a strong socialist country.

Women’s Day

China marked International Wom-
en’s Day last Tuesday with all the
honour and gaiety that befits a 50th
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anniversary. Women were featured
prominently in all the press and
on radio and television. Whole pages
and many programmes were de-
voted to the deeds of outstanding
women in various fields of national
conslruction. There was practically
no town, factory, office or commune
without its celebrations in honour of
the day. There were garden parlies,
special theatrical performances, film
shows, sports competitions, art exhibi-
tions and get-togethers of all kinds.
Canteens made up special dishes for
women diners.

The Peking celebrations culminated
in a grand meeting on the eve of
International Women’s Day in the
Great Hall of the People. This great
gathering was attended by Premier
Chou En-lai and other Communist
Party and government leaders. Among
the more than ten thousand wom-
en who came to it were veleran
revolutionaries who took part in the
world-famous Long March, outstand-
ing women workers who had been
awarded the title “March 8 Red Ban-
ner Bearer” and women representa-
tives of China’s many national minori-
ties. The gathering was also an
affirmation of solidarity among the
women of the world; delegates were
present from the Soviet Union, Korea,
Mongolia, Hungary, Japan and from
the Women's International Democratic
Federation.

The Great Hall of the People was
the scene the following evening of a
banquet, followed by a party for
twenty thousand women. Toasts were
drunk to the friendship and solidarity
among women the world over, and
to new victories in the struggle
against imperialist aggression and in
defence of world peace.

On March 5 a unique national radio
broadcast meeting was held. It was
organized by the National Federation
of Women and nine other organiza-
tions. Women all over the country
listened in. They heard Tsai Chang,
President of the federation, extend
warm greelings to the women of the
nation and congratulate the ten thou-
sand outstanding women and groups
who had been awarded the titles
“March 8 Red Banner Bearer” or
“March 8 Red Banner Group” for their
big contributions to socialist construc-
tion. These women come from 48 na-
tionalities and from every walk of
life. All China marked March 8 in
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tribute to them and to all those who
contribute to the struggle for the
emancipation of women, and as a
pledge to exert still greater efforts for
freedom for women throughout the
world.

There was a special fervour to cele-
brations in Lhasa. Just a year ago,
the reactionaries here still held women
slaves and serfs under their thumbs,
and subjected them to every kind of
tyranny and abuse. This year 7,000
Tibetan women gathered in the Peo-
ple’s Square before the Potala Palace
to celebrate their own holiday for the
first time in their lives.

Backing Up the Communes

Spring ploughing and sowing is go-
ing ahead in many parts of China. The
rural people’s communes are receiving
great help from all sides. Indusirial
workers and trade organizations, in
particular, are giving unstinted help.
This illustrates the communist spirit
of co-operation that prevails in China
today.

Exlensive use of new-types of
farm implements and the increasing
mechanization of agriculture call for
more tools, machines and technicians
than the communes can provide
themselves with. Many factories have
stepped into the breech with the
necessary help. Factories and plants
in Liaoning Province have on their
own initialive established direct con-
tacts with about four hundred com-
munes, undertaking to make farm
tools and machines for them and help-
ing them train technicians. Young
workers in over a thousand factories
and plants in Wuhan have been using
their spare time to make equipment
for the communes out of scrap metal
and whatever other spare material
they can lay their hands on. Factories
in Harbin have helped train thousands
of young Heilungkiang peasants to
operate and maintain farm machines;
they have also dug into their own
stocks for spare engines, machine
tools, foundry and forging equipment
and hundreds of other machines to
speed up the modernization of agricul-
ture in the province.

Aid for the spring sowing takes
many other forms too. Skilled workers
and technicians in various provinces
have organized mobile teams which
tour the countryside to repair farming
tools and pass on technical knowledge

and experience to the peasants. Young
workers in Shanghai have made use
of their off days for the last two
months running by organizing such
mobile teams, well equipped with tools
to tour the communes on the city's
outskirts. Other factories and plants
are helping communes set up their
own workshops for making and re-
pairing farm lools. Besides contributing
to the more rapid technical transforma-
tion of agriculture, such help and co-
operation strengthens the links of the
worker-peasant alliance.

Trade organizations are also doing
their bit by secing to it that country
warchouses and shops are stocked with
all the necessary consumer goods, as
well as necessary equipment, chemicals
and insecticides. With the gradual
modernization of agriculture, new
features have entered into the dealings
of trade organizations with the com-
munes. They are providing more
tractors and machinery for farming
and irrigation, spare machine parts and
similar new types of goods. Their job
is not only to sell these things to the
communes, but see that commune
members know how to use and service
them too. All this, of course, makes
new demands on trading personnel.

But here again the communist spirit
is not lacking. This great pooling of
efforts for the good cause of socialism
is laying the groundwork for a grand
turnout of commune strength in the
spring sowing.

The New-Born Will Triumph

With so many new things appearing
in New China these days, it is neces-
sary to make sure we adopt the right
attitude to them. Renmin Ribao de-
voted a whole page on February 29 to
this question. Its second page that day
splashed the banner headline: “How
Marxists Should Treat New-Born
Things,” and carried selected quota-
tions on the subject from the writings
of Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin and
Mao Tse-tung, grouped under four
subheads: New-Born Things Will Def-
initely Triumph; New-Born Things
Are Bound to Face Struggles as They
Grow: We Must Resolutely Safeguard
New-Born Things and Not Be Afraid
When They Have Defects; We Must
Resolutely Oppose a Pessimistic View
of New-Born Things.

Renmmin Ribao's editor introduced
this special page with a short note
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