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Round the Week

National People’s Congress
In Session

At 3 pm. March 30, the National
People’s Congress opened in the Great
Hall of the People in Peking. This
is the second annual session of the
Second National People’s Congress.
One thousand and sixty-three peo-
ple’s deputies attended this first day’s
meeting of the N.P.C., supreme organ
of stale power and law-making body
of the country. Main items on the
agenda include Vice-Premier Li Fu-
chun’s report on the draft 1960 na-
tional economic plan; Vice-Premier Li
Hsien-nien's report on the final state
accounts for 1959 and the draft
state budget for 1960; Vice-Premier
Tan Chen-lin’s report on the effort
to fulfil ahead of schedule the draft
national programme for agricultural
development.  The deputies are now
discussing these reports after which
decisions will be taken.

As Chairman Mao Tse-tung, Chair-
man Liu Shao-chi, Vice-Chairmen
Soong Ching Ling and Tung Pi-wu.
Chairman of the N.P.C. Standing
Committee Chu Teh, Premier Chou
En-lai and other Communist Party
and government leaders ascended the
rostrum, a tremendous ovation came
from the body of the hall. Present
at the opening ceremony were leading
members of government departments,
high-ranking officers of the Chinese
People's Liberation Army and mem-
bers of the diplomatic corps. Mem-
bers of the National Committee of the
Chinese People’s Political Consultative
Conference, now holding its second
session in Peking, also attended the
meeting as observers

Chairman Chu Teh declared the
session open, then the deputies heard
Vice-Premier Li Fu-chun report on
the draft 1960 national economic plan
and Vice-Premier Li Hsien-nien report
on the final accounts for 1959 and the
draft state budget for 1960 (full texts
of these two reports appear elsewhere
in this issue). Their reports, warmly
applauded by all present, were an im-
pressive recital of China’s achieve-
ments during 1959 and its programme
for a continued leap forward in all
branches of the national economy in
1960. During the meeting, the Stand-

ing Committee of the N.P.C. distribut-
ed a written report on its work in the
past year. The session then adjourned
for group discussions of the two
reporis.

While hundred of thousands of peo-
ple in the capital watched the pro-
ceedings of the session on television,
millions in other parts of the country
listened in to the special broadcast of
the session from the Central People’s
Broadcasting Station.

“Renmin Ribao’” Comments

On March 31 Renmin Ribao, carry-
ing the texts of the two reports, edi-
torially described them as unfolding
a magnificent picture of a continued
leap forward by 600 million people.
“In this first year of the 1960s,” said
the editorial, “we shall realize a con-
tinued leap forward in our national
cconomy; there is no doubt that we
shall do so.... The draft 1960 na-
tional economic plan submitted to the
Congress by the State Council is a
continued leap forward plan, and the
draft state budgel for 1960 is one that
guarantees a continued leap in our na-
tional economy.”

With the great successes and ex-
perience gained in the last two years,
conditions for achieving a leap for-
ward this year are much better than
before. On this point Remmin Ribao's
editorial comments: “In this new
year, conditions for vrealizing a
continued leap [forward are vastly
different from those during the
First Five-Year Plan and those in
the leap forward years of 1958 and
1959. Two years ago, we had only
begun to explore the possibilities of
developing our national economy at a
faster speed than during the First
Five-Year Plan. Now, with the great
practical experience of two successive
great leap forward years, the three
‘wondrous master keys'—the gen-
eral line for building socialism, the
great leap forward and the people's
commune — have become weapons
with which the people of all nation-
alities in our country can be assured
of winning victories in the economic,
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political, ideological, technical and
cultural revolutions. We have ac-
cumulated a relatively rich store of

experience in building socialism,
while our material resources for
building socialism are markedly

greater than before. Our socialist con-
struction has entered a new slage;
a foundation has been laid for a con-
tinued, high-speed and proportionate
leap forward in our national economy.
Our contlinued leap forward is as in-
cvitable as the eastward flow of the
roaring Yangtse River. Friendly help
from the Soviet Union and other fra-
ternal countries are also favourable
conditions enabling us to realize a
continued leap forward. Now, the
movement launched by the whole
nation for increasing produc-
tion and practising economy. centring
around technical innovations and
technical revolution, is surging for-
ward. The rural people’s communes,
developing on a sound basis, are
working energetically for an all-round
leap forward in agriculture. Every
city in the country is pressing ahead
vigorously with the establishment of
people’s communes. These are the new
victories our people have won in the
first few months of this new year
under the banner of Mao Tse-tung’s
thinking. This good situation in our
continued leap forward provides even
more favourable conditions for us to
fulfil the 1960 national economic plan.
With a concerted effort by all the
people, of all the country’s nationali-
ties and of all the democratic parties
and groups, by continuously strength-
ening economic co-operation with
other countries in the socialist camp
headed by the Soviet Union, the 1960
national economic plan can surely be
fulfilled, and it is even possible to
overfulfil it.”

Confident that they will fulfil and
overfulfil the 1960 economic plan, the
whole Chinese people are marching
forward with great strides on the road
of socialism. This broad road, as
Renmin Ribao’s editorial pointed out,
“is one illumined by Mao Tse-tung's
thinking which integrates the uni-
versal truth of Marxism-Leninism with
the concrete practice of China’s revolu-
tion and construction. Marching for-
ward along this bright road, we shall
surely overcome all obstacles and
difficulties in striving for the realiza-
tion of a continued leap forward in
our national economy in 1960 with

greater, faster, better
and more economical
results.”

C.P.P.C.C. Convenes

The Second Session
of the Third National
Committee of the
Chinese People's Po-
litical Consultative
Conference opened in
Peking on March 29.
Chou En-lai, Chair-
man of the National
Committee, presided
at the meeting at-
tended by 851 mem-
bers: The C.P.P.C.C.
is the leading or-
ganization of the

people’s  democratic
united front, made
up of representa-

tives of the nation's various na-
tionalities, democratic parties and
groups, people’s organizations and peo-
ple in all walks of life and representa-
tives of overseas Chinese. It gathers
to discuss state affairs and make sug-
gestions to the Government.

The present session of the C.P.P.C.C.
is being held concurrently with that of
the Second National People’s Congress.
Members of its National Committee
are attending the Congress as observ-
ers to hear reports given by leading
government officials.

At the first day's meeting, its Vice-
Chairman Chen Shu-tung gave a re-
port on the work done by the Standing
Committee of the C.P.P.C.C. He noted
that the Standing Committee and local
organizations of the C.P.P.C.C. have
played an active role in consolidating
and expanding the people’s democratic
united front. In order that the Nation-
al Committee of the C.P.P.C.C. may
play a still greater role, Chen Shu-tung
outlined its future tasks as follows:

“Continue to carry out the policy of
‘long-term coexistence and mutual
supervision,” and encourage the demo-
cratic parties and groups and demo-
crats of all circles, under the leadership
of the Chinese Communist Party, to
participate actively in the political
life of the country, serving the cause
of socialist transformation and cons-
truction in a better way.

“Continue to encourage people in
all walks of life to take an active part
in the mass movements for technical
revolution and cultural revolution

Chairman Mao Tse-tung and Wang Kuo-fan,
Chairman of the Jianming People’s Commune,
at the National People's Congress

and for increasing production and
practising economy. In this respect,
attention should be paid to strength-
ening unity with the intellectuals
and their ideological remoulding.

“Strengthen political and theoreti-
cal study and launch a movement to
study the works of Chairman Mao
Tse-tung.

“Make planned arrangements for
members of the C.P.P.C.C., members of
the central committees of wvarious
democratic partiecs and groups and
democrats of all circles to take part,
on a voluntary basis, in manual la-
bour.

“Carry on persistently the struggle
against enemies both within and out-
side our country, and make every ef-
fort for the liberation of Taiwan:
expose and oppose the schemes of the
imperialist bloc, headed by the United
States, now actively carrying on war
preparations under the mask of peace;
consolidate and develop the close uni-
ty of the socialist camp headed by the
Soviet Union and friendship with all
peace-loving countries and people;
support the liberation movements of
all oppressed nations in the world:
oppose the expansion of arms and war
preparations by the imperialists: sup-
port the Soviet Union’s proposal for
general arms reduction and the ban-
ning of nuclear tests and safeguard
world peace.”

The C.P.P.C.C. session then ad-
journed for its members to attend the
N.P.C. as observers, and to discuss the
various reports. The session con-
tinues.
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At the N.P.C. Session

Report on the Draft 1960 National
Economic Plan

by LI FU-CHUN

Vice-Premier of the State Council and Chairman
of the State Planning Commission

Following is the full text of the report delivered by
Vice-Premier Li Fu-chun on March 30, 1960, at the Second
Session of the Second National People’s Congress. — Ed.

Fellow Deputies,

On behalf of the State Council, I submit the report
on the draft 1960 national economic plan to the Congress
for deliberation.

I

IN 1959, our people of various nationalities, under the

leadership of the Chinese Communist Party and Comrade
Mao Tse-tung, persisted in the general line for building
socialism, the big-leap speed of development and the peo-
ple’s communes; unfolded a mass movement against right
deviation and for going all out, increasing production
and practising economy; and overfulfilled the adjusted
targets of the 1959 plan as adopted by the Standing Com-
mittee of the National People’s Congress in August 1959.
Thus, on the basis of the 1958 big leap forward, we con-
tinued to achieve a big leap forward in the national econ-
omy in 1959 and reached, three years ahead of schedule,
the major targets of the Second Five-Year Plan. This is a
great victory for the Chinese people and for Mao Tse-tung’s
thinking, which combines the universal truths of Marxism-
Leninism with the concrete practice of revolution and
construction in China.

According to State Statistical Bureau figures, the
gross value of the 1959 output of industry and agriculture
amounted to 241,300 million yuan, an increase of 31.1 per
cent over the 184,100 million yuan of 1958. Of this, the
value of industrial output totalled 163,000 million yuan,
39.3 per cent more than the 117,000 million yuan of 1958;
agricultural output totalled 78,300 million yuan, 16.7 per
cent more than the 67,100 million yuan of 1958. State
budgetary outlays for investment in capital construction to-
talled 26,700 million yuan (excluding investment made by
the local authorities and enterprises themselves worth
about 5,000 million yuan), an increase of 24.5 per cent over
the 21,400 million yuan of 1958. 1,341 above-norm* cap-
ital construction projects were undertaken, of which 671,
wholly or partially completed, were put into operation
during the year. Below-norm projects undertaken by
government at or above the county level numbered 75,000,
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of which 54,000 were completed during the year. The
gross volume of freight handled by various means of
transport amounted to 2,212 million tons, an increase of
67 per cent over the 1,324 million tons of 1958. Of this,
railway freight reached 542 million tons, 42 per cent more
than the 381 million tons of 1958. The gross value of
retail sales amounted to 63,800 million yuan, an increase
of 16.4 per cent over the 54,800 million yuan of 1958. The
national income in 1959 increased by 21.6 per cent over
that of 1958. These figures show that all the economic
departments continued to develop at the big-leap speed
in 1959. Simultaneously with the great economic develop-
ment, a big advance was also made in the spheres of
science, education, culture, physical culture and public
health.

In 1959, our great ally, the Soviet Union, and the
other fraternal countries continued to render our country
immense assistance, which played an important role in
the continued big leap forward of our national economy.

S a result of the continuous big leap of the national

economy in 1958 and 1959, we fulfilled, three years ahead
of schedule, the major targets of the Second Five-Year
Plan for the Development of the National Economy (1958-
1962). The control figures for our Second Five-Year Plan
were proposed by the Eighth National Congress of the
Chinese Communist Party at its First Session in Septem-
ber 1956 and were adopted by the State Council at its
plenary session in February 1957. According to these
control figures, the gross output value of industry and
agriculture in 1962 were to increase by about 75 per cent,
that of industry by about 100 per cent, that of agriculture
by about 35 per cent, and the national income by some

*To [facilitate management of capital construction units
at different levels and according to different categories, the
state has set “investment norms” for different categories of
capital construction units. For example, the investment norm
for integrated iron and steel works is 20 million yuan; for
motor vehicle and tractor manufacturing and coal-mining in-
dustries, 10 million yuan; for textile, paper-making, salt and
sugar refining industries, 5 million yuan; for reservoirs, 20
million yuan, etc. Any construction unit whose total invested
capital is above the “normal” figure is classified as “above-
norm”; if below the “normal” figure, as “below-norm.”
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