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Spring Silkworms and Other Stories

Mao Tun

This is a collection of 13 short stories written by the famous Chinese author Mao Tun

. during the period 1927-44. Through these stories he depicts Chinese society in the thirties:
bankruptcy in the countryside and economic depression, caused by the dual -pressure of im-
perialist aggression and feudal exploitation, as well as the misery of the people, the process
of their awakening. He also describes the upheavals experienced by people of various classes
and strata during the period of the Japanese invasion. He portrays various characters, includ-
ing those workers who neroically resisted the enemy; students who took part in movements
to save the nation; weak-kneed, vacillating petty-bourgeois intellectuals; wealthy capitalists
who hated the people and supported the reactionary policies of the Kuomintang government;
stock exchange speculators, women employees and young, homeless waifs in the cities. Deal-
ing with such a wide range of subjects this bock is a mirror of old China after the failure
of the First Revolutionary Civil War, when it was under reactionary Kuomintang rule. These

stories are outstanding for their progréssive outlook and artistry.

A Thousand Miles of Lovely Land

Yang Shuo

In the summer of 1950 the U.S. aggressors launched the Korean war, the flames of
which soon spread tc the very doorstep of China. At this critical time, to defend the safety
of their motherland and world peace, thousands upon thousands of Chinese people, both men
and women, left their work, parted with their families, joined the Chinese People’s Volunteers

and marched to the battlefront.

A Thousand Miles of Lovely Land, a novel by Yang Shuo, is based upon the author’s
personal experiences in the Korean war. It deals with an “aid Korea corps” organized by
Chinese railway workers during the first stage of the conflict. It describes how, together
with the Korean people, the group, braving inclement weather and surviving many ordeals,
waged an unrelenting stivggle to maintain a key transport line that led to victory. The charac-
ters in the novel are just ordinary people except for the fact that they possessed a common

will stronger than iron.

Containing many moving episodes, both of exciting scenes on the battlefield and of

happy daily life, the bock keeps the reader’s interest unflagging throughout.

Published by: FOREIGN LANGUAGES PRESS Pai Wan Chuang, Peking (37), China
Distributed by: GUOZI SHUDIAN P.O. Box 399, Peking, China




PEKING

REVIEW
WA A AR

(BEIJING ZHOUBAO)

A WEEKLY MAGAZINE OF CHINESE
NEWS AND VIEWS

March 24, 1961 Vol. IV No. 12
CONTENTS
ROUND THE WEEK 3

Spring Fishing; Manning the
Machines; Paris Commune Anni-
versary; Where the Health
Workers Go; Hundred Schools
Contend; More Radios

ARTICLES
Let 100 Flowers Blossom and 100
Schools of Thought Contend in
Academic Research
—Hongqi Editorial 6

Oppose Imperialist Partition of the
Congo

—Renmin Ribao Editorial 9
Knights of the Round Table
— Su Min 11

Support the Reasonable Demands
of the Democratic Republic of
Viet Nam
—Renmin Ribao Commentator 12

Growing Struggle Against U.S.-
Ngo Dinh Diem Fascist Rule 14

The Great Victory in Steel

— Chu Chi-lin 15
CULTURAL EXCHANGE, MUSIC

AND DANCING 18

CHINA AND THE WORLD 20

: Vice-Premier Chen Yi to Visit In-

| donesia; Report on Soviet Visit:

| Mongolian Army Day; Norwegian

C. P. Congress; Fraternal Co-

: operation; “Laos Day" Supported;
Chinese Exhibition Opened in
Havana; Burmese Decoration for
Chinese Vice-Minister; Indone-
sian Award for Former Chinese
Military Attache; Air Intrusions:
New Warnings

CHINESE PRESS OPINION 22
Japan-U.S. Military Alliance—Tool
of U.S. Aggression in Laos;
Ecuadorian People's  Struggle
Against U.S. Imperialism; The
Passing Show

Published every Fridoy by PEKING REVIEW
Pai Won Chuang, Peking (37), Chino
Cable Address: Peking 6170

Post Office Registrotion No. 2-922
Printed in the People's Republic of China

March 24, 1961

ROUND THE WEEK

Spring Fishing

White sails riding the waves once
more dot China's coastal horizon from
Pohai Gulf in the north to Paipu Gulf
in the south. The familiar junks are
back again trawling their silvery nets.
Spring fishing has begun.

These are the fishing fleets of the
people’s communes in Kwangtung,
Fukien, Chekiang and other coastal
provinces. 30,000 ships from Kwang-
tung alone are plying the high seas
keyed for the first big haul of the
year., Word comes from the fishing
greunds in Liaoning in the north that
some 20,000 tons of fish have already
been netted.

Fish abound along China’s extensive
coast line. Rich fishing grounds lie
all the way from the Pohai, through
the East China Sea, the Yellow Sea
and down to the South China Sea.
Every spring, the fish swim into these
coastal waters to spawn. In autumn
they move from the cold north to the
more temperate, hospitable waters of
the south. These migrations of fish
hugging the coastline fairly closely
endowed the country with a great
aquatic products potential. As in other
things, catching the “early fish” is
half the game because it is spring
fishing that usually accounts for half
the total haul of the year. Yellow
croakers, cuttlefish, hair-tails and
prawns —all favourite sea-foods of
our people —constitute the main
catch. For more than a month the
seaside communities have been ab-
sorbed in preparations for the coming
season. Junks have been overhauled
and nets repaired. By the end of Feb-
ruary, fishermen in Fukien and
other southern provinces could report
most of their junks “ship-shape.”

Flushed with success in the past
three years of big leap, the fishermen
zestfully approach the new season as
a challenge to achieve new record
catches. The local Communist Party
organizations and government are
giving them all possible help. The
Party Committee of Kwangtung
Province has set up a special office to
provide the necessary guidance for

this season’s fishing. Directing the
overall operation is a joint headquar-
ters of the coastal provinces. Special
attention has been given to tracing the
movement of the fish and the meteoro-
logical services and local trade depart-
ments are also playing their part.
Large quantities of nets, nylon cords,
tung oil and other supplies have been
rushed to the waterfronts in the past
few weeks. An increasing number of
junks have been motorized. Compared
to last year, the number of motorized
ships in the fishing fleets has doubled.

To top it all, both ships and crews
have multiplied. From Fukien Prov-
ince, for instance, 100,000 men have
already “gone out to the seas again.”
All signs point to a big season with
plenty of fish to fry all around!

Nor are the fresh water fishermen
far behind. China’s great rivers, lakes,
ponds — and newly built reservoirs all
provide excellent breeding grounds.
Over the years fresh water fishery has
also come into its own thanks to the
“walking on two legs"” policy of
simultaneously developing sea and
fresh water fishing, and both the
catching and rearing of fish.

Manning the Machines

While the fishermen are putting
more ships to sea the peasants are
operating more tractors in the fields
of the rolling plains in the north and
the northeast. With the nation’s
industry turning out an increasing
number of agricultural machines many
provinces are stepping up their pro-
grammes for training tractor drivers
and other operators. Last week Hopei
Province in northern China reported
that some 10.000 young tractor drivers,
operators of other farm machines and
mechanics had recently completed
their courses, returned to their own
people’s communes and were now
manning the machines. The province
still has over thousands of prospective
hands under training.

Over 370 of Hopei’s people’s com-
munes have already set up their
tractor stations. The number of trac-
tors in the province is 2.4 times what
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it was in 1957, and
still more machines
will be added this
year. Operators, me-
chanics and other
technicians are in
great demand. To
keep pace with the
rapid growth of ma-
chine power, Hopei
is giving extra atten-
tion to its training
programme. Over a
thousand seasoned
craftsmen from var-
ious industrial enterprises in the
province have been sent to help the
counties and people’s communes train
new machine operators.

Methods of training vary. There are
full-time programmes, short courses,
classroom fraining in the agricultural
technical schools and coaching in the
master-apprentice tradition. But in all
cases. demonstration and field work
are emphasized. In Chingyuan County,
classes were held while the master
mechanics overhauled 18 tractors
needing repair. In two to three months
the student-apprentices had acquired
a basic knowledge of the structure of
a tractor and learnt how to drive and
repair it. Details may differ but other
provinces are following essentially the
same line,

The big leap in the country’s
engineering and steel industries
brought about a rapid rise in the out-
put of farm machinery. Frrigation and
drainage equipment in the countryside
has increased some ninefold in the
past three years with three times as
many tractors now in use on the
farms. Although farm machinery does
not yet play a leading role in the
country’s agricultural production its
effect is being increasingly felt. As
China’s industrialization proceeds and
more machines roll off its assembly
lines the future will witness the

In a South China Fishing Port

gradual technical transformation of its
agriculture.

Paris Commune Anniversary

On March 17, the eve of the 90th
anniversary of the Paris Commune,
academic circles in Peking met to
mark the occasion. While reviewing
the great historical significance of the
world’s first state power set up by the
working class, they hailed today’s
revolutionary victories of the world
proletariat, extolled the spirit of the
Paris Commune and pledged to
develop its flaming revolutionary
spirit and determination.

Ai Ssu-chi, Vice-President of the
Party School under the Central Com-
mittee of the Chinese Communist
Party, was the main speaker. Dealing
with the unique contribution made by
the Paris Commune to the cause of
the emancipation of the proletariat all
over the world, he said that the
heroic attempt of the Paris Commune
heralded the eventual triumph of the
revolutionary cause of the world pro-
letariat. Its experience drove home
the truth that the proletariat must
destroy the bourgeois state machine
by revolutionary means, and set up its
own dictatorship. Only in this way
can socialism be achieved and genuine
emancipation of the proletariat and
the working people be realized.

The October Revolution, he said,
raised the curtain on socialist revolu-
tion. Russia’s proletariat smashed the
bourgeois state machine by revolution-
ary means and founded the first so-
cialist state of the dictatorship of the
proletariat, ushering in a new epoch
in the history of mankind. Lenin, Ai
Ssu-chi pointed out, looked upon the
Soviet state power created by the
Russian workers and peasants as a
continuation of the cause of the Paris

Sketches by Chang Yun-hul

Commune. The birth of a series of
socialist countries based on the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat is a further
development of this cause. 2

The history of the struggle of the
world proletariat since the Paris
Commune has been one of the fight
for the realization of the spirit of
the Paris Commune, that is the vie-
tory of the socialist revolution. The
history of the socialist revolution in
various countries has been a history
of struggle — failure —once  more
struggle — once more failure — once
more struggle till wvictory is won;
mankind’s future history will witness
the Paris Commune extending through-
out the world. The spirit of the Paris
Commune will live for ever and the
cause of the Paris Commune is
immortal.

Chang Chung-shih, Vice-Director of
the Editing and Translation Bureau
for the Works of Marx, Engels, Lenin

.and Stalin of the Central Committee
of the Chinese Communist Party,
‘spoke of the momentous import of the

revolutionary experience of the Paris
Commune in relation to the develop-
ment of the theories of the proletarian
revolution and the revolutionary
movement. He said that during the
past 90 years the international com-
munist movement had made enormous
headway. The ranks of the movement
have swelled to proportions hitherto
unknown. Among the other speakers
were Li Shu, Chief Editor of Lishi
Yanjiu (“Historical Research”) who
commented on the significance of the
Paris Commune to the Chinese rev-
olution, and Wu Han, Chairman of
the Peking Society of Historians, who
also discussed the revolutionary spirit
of the Paris Commune.

The meeting was presided over by
Fan Wen-lan, Vice-Chairman of the
Chinese Society of Historians.
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