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Selected Works of
KUAN HAN-CHING

Kuan Han-ching, China’s greatest and most outstanding playwright in the latter half

of the 13th century, was among the world’s cultural giants commemorated in 1958 by people
the world over.

Living among the people as he did, Kuan Han-ching was familiar with their life and
understood their sufferings and hardships. Standing by their side and using dramatic art
as his weapon, he waged struggles against the feudal ruling class. He was skilled in por-
traying the life and character of women and urban “petty figures.” Through artistic imagery,
he depicted the Chinese women as being kind, firm and steady, clever and [ull of feeling,
and showed their resistant and rebellious character. While singing praises of the honest and
noble qualities of urban “petty figures” at the same time he castigated the dark, ruthless
and detestable social forces, giving vent to the wrongs and anger of the people.

Kuan Han-ching was a dramatist whose art showed good. all-round development. He
not only wrote dramas, was conversant with phonology and stagecraft, but also gave per-
formances himself. Of the 67 works accredited to him, only 18 remain. All these are first-
class dramas of immortal artistic value. The eight plays sclected in this book give some idea
of his remarkable range. Here are tragedies with persecuted women as protagonists, historical
plays depicting heroic figures, plays with famous cases as their themes and tragic-comedies
both on certain families and society at large.

Illustrated with traditional woodblock prints and fucsimiles from early Chinese editions.

Published by:

The Runaway Maid

Edited by the Kwangtung Opera Company

The Runaway Maid is an outstanding comedy of Kwangtung opera, one of the most
popular types of local opera in China. It is adapted from a fascinaling and intricate story
of the Ching dynasty well known on Hainan Island.

Green Lotus, a servant girl in the garrison-commander’s house, is so cruelly treated
that, disguised as a man she runs away to the local academy, where a young scholar named
Chang Yi-min takes care of her. When the commander goes to the academy to demand the
return of the girl, the tutor, Hsieh Pao, is so touched by the young pcople's love that he
takes their side and thinks of a clever way to save them.

The play possesses the simple imagery of a folk song; is lyric in character, and through
comedy expresses the opposition of the people to the ruling class and ridicules them. It
sividly depicts the fighting spirit of Green Lotus who rebelled against tyranny, and Hsieh
Pao, the tutor, a righteous man of undaunted spirit and a sense of humour.

For the purpose of helping readers to better understand the slage setting and costumes
of Kwangtung opera, this edition is illustrated with slage photographs of a performance
presenied by the Kwangtung Opera Troupe.

66 pages Paper cover

Distributed by: GUOZI SHUDIAN PO. Box 399, Peking, China
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ROUND THE WEEK

Keeping Cool

The mercury column keeps on rising.
In most parts of the country, it's sum-
mer already. In Chungking, one of
three notorious “ovens” on the Yangtse
(the others being Wuhan and Nan-
king), the man on the street may be
railing at the scorching sun, but the
steelworkers before the furnaces of
the Chungking Iron and Steel Works
are cooler than they ever were be-
fore: a continuous current of cool air
comes to them from electric fans and
a welcome drizzle falls from a high-
speed sprayer installed in their shop.
These are among several ventilation
and cooling devices recently re-
installed in many shops of the works
to improve summer working con-
diticns.

Ventilation and air-cooling equip-
ment is now being installed in factories
and workshops throughout the land.
Iron and steel works naturally head
the priority list. In addition some
steel plants, like those in Wuhan,
Chungking and Peking, have “water
curtains” to absorb the heat radiated
from the furnaces, as well as air con-
ditioners, and asbestos heat shields.

Cooling and air-conditioning devices
are also installed on a wide scale in
the cofton mills, engineering and
enamelware plants. Needless to say
methods of internal cooling are
popular.

In many factories equipment for
making ice cubes and cooling soda
water and other cold drinks is being
added. These will be offered to
workers in high-temperature shops
free throughout the summer. Iron and
steel works in Chungking and Peking
have already laid on a supply of free
cold drinks. On May 1 the Chungking
Iron and Steel Works started to supply
its workers regularly in high tem-
perature shops with green bean soup,
blueberry juice and iced lemonade.

As part of the service to keep work-
ers [it during the hot days, medical
personnel are touring factories and
workshops giving the workers medical

checkups and advice on summer
hygiene. In Shanghai special inspec-
tion teams organized by the city’s
health committee and local govern-
ment bodies are making the rounds
of the factories to check up on their
summer-time working conditions. By
last week, more than 500 factories,
construction sites and docks had been
inspected. The general situation was
found to be satisfactory.

200,000 Tons of Steel

Busy with the summer harvesting
and planting, members of the rural
people’s communes throughout the
country are better equipped with farm
tools than ever before.

In allocating 100,000 tons of rolled
steel for the making of small farm
tools in the first quarter of this year
the Government made a weighty con-
tribution to the national agricultural
drive. It has recently followed this up
with another 100,000 tons for the
same purpose in the second quarter of
this year.

Thanks to the co-ordinated efforts
of workers in the nation’s iron and
steel industry, transport and farm
machinery  manufacturing depart-
ments, more than 50 million new small
farm implements had been produced
in various parts of the country by
mid-May. Peking, Shanghai, Inner
Mongolia, Kirin, Kiangsu and Shensi
have each fulfilled more than 80 per
cent of their quotas of farm imple-
ments for the second quarter. Large
quantities of these new farm tools
are already in use in the southern
areas including Kwangtung, Kwangsi
and Yunnan Provinces where the
summer farming season starts earlier
than in the northern parts of the
country.

Commune members are more than
glad to get these extra tools since
there is a bigger acreage to harvest
and plant this summer and more
nands available on the agricultural
front.

Though this allotment of 200,000
tons of metal accounts for only a frac-
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tion of present national production of
steel, it is more than all the rolled
steel produced in China in 1949, the
year of liberation.

Fukien Turns Back the Tide

For three days a fortnight ago there
was a continuous downpour of rain in
the coastal province of Fukien. While
torrents sluiced down from above,
the water in the big rivers of the
province kept on rising. By three
o'clock in the morning of June 3, the
water level of the Min River at
Kiangnan Bridge in Foochow was
more than two metres above the
danger mark —0.32 metres higher
than the highest point the waters of
the Min have ever reached in recorded
history. Tens of thousands of the
People’s Liberation Army men, work-
ers, peasants, students, in fact, people
of every walk of life rushed to the
dykes along the river and piled sand-
bags, rocks and earth on them to keep
the water from crashing into the city.
Under the able command of the local
Party committiee the Foochow people
carried on a courageous round-the-
clock battle with the angry river.
After twenty-four hours the water
finally began to subside. By early last
week, the heroic city could claim
victory over the worst flood menace
in its history.

The rainstorm which ravaged both
Fukien and Kwangtung Provinces last
week started on the evening of May
31. It began to abate on June 3. In
Fukien, 14 counties and cities got a
dousing with 200 millimetres of rain-
fall in those three days. At the first
threat of flood the Party organizations
in the province sounded the warning
and called on the people to “prepare
for the worst and work for the best.”
The people turned out in full force.
At one time in Nanping Special Ad-
ministrative Region alone 200,000 peo-
ple were out fighting the flood threat.
In those low-lying areas where flood
and water-logging did occur, people
were brought to safety before the flood
could maroon them and the peasants
set to draining the land to save or
replant their crops as soon as the
water ebbed.

The battle in Foochow itself began
on June 2. It was a race between the
water and man. As the rising water
lashed the dykes, the flood-fighters
strengthened and built them up. Inch
by inch the water rose but the dykes
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grew taller foot by foot. Wherever a
crack appeared, a hundred hands
moved to fill it. Students of Foochow
University dived beneath the water to
consolidate the dykes. When drifting
timber piled up perilously against
one of the city bridges, 80 P.L.A.
officers and men jumped into the
torrent and removed the danger.
Students of the Fukien Teachers’
College swam out and brought back
to safety 17 people marooned in a
factory in a low-lying district.

In face of the common danger,
everyone pitched in to help. Through-
out the battle, Party and government
leaders led the fight. Supplies were
rushed to the dykes in an unending
flow. Private houses were offered
for the use of the flood-fighters.
Womenfolk provided them with re-
freshments and first aid services. And
the work of rehabilitation got going
the moment the danger abated.

At a time of crisis like this, Foochow
naturally recalled the flood of 1948,
before liberation. Then, save for a few
spots, the whole city was inundated.
The flood took a toll of a thousand
lives and washed away ten thousand
homes. One immediate result was a
100 per cent jump in rice prices.
Many who survived the flood djd not
live through the subsequent period
of starvation. None of such things
happened last week. This is the strik-
ing difference between two eras and
two social systems.

Village Fairs

There is busy work on the farm
these days, but market day is market
day and the local village fairs offer
members of rural people’s communes
in every part of the countryside a
convenient and enjoyable opportunity
to do their shopping and other busi-
ness. Reports from many areas indicate
increased trade at the fairs. Open
every week or so they play an effec-
tive role as an auxiliary aid to state
trading concerns in promoting rural
trade and supplying the farmers’
needs.

In Mashenchiao, Hopei Province,
the peasants have recently retimed
their fair to fit in better with their
busy schedule of summer work. The
market now opens earlier than usual.
On market days, peasants from neigh-
bouring areas converge from all
directions at the fair grounds in the

local market town bringing for sale
fresh vegetables and other foods,
local handicraft specialties and other
cottage industry products. Mashenchiao
reports that there was a bigger range
of goods on sale at the fair in April
and May than in previous months.
The turnover in the last two months
was more than double what it was in
February and March.

There is a prosperous bustle at these
village fairs. A reporter in Kiangsu
Province describes the fairs there as
crowded with buyers and sellers.
Bamboo shoots and other fresh
vegetables, fruits, fish and shrimps
are on sale. Peasant craftsmen offer
farm furniture, baskets, brooms and
hundreds of other handicraft articles.
Farmers are buying seeds, fertilizers
and small farm implements for their
own use and for their produc-
tion brigades. Piglets, rabbits and
fowls, homespun and sandals change
hands. Customers crowd the regular
trading organizations which have their
shops, stalls and services at the fair
grounds.

All these and the restaurants too
are doing good business. In Szechuan
Province in the southwest, one pf the
latest fair attractions is the ‘“red pan
shop.” These shops provide a quick
service for peasant customers who
bring along their own vegetables, fish
or fowl often bought right there at
the fair. While his cooking is being
done for him, the customer can be
attending to other business, returning
in time to eat a meal cooked to his
taste. These “red pan shops” are
becoming increasingly popular with
fair-goers.

“How to Be a Good Painter”

One of the books enjoying "good
sales these days is entitled “How
to Be a Good Painter.” Published by
the Building Publishing . House in
Peking, it deals in an authoritative,
first-hand way with the practical part
of the craft of painting, particularly
techniques and new methods of making
and mixing materials for all types of
paint used in construction work. The
book clicks because it is written by a
man thoroutthly in the know. The
author is Li Lien-hsing, 28-year-old
painter of the Third Building Com-
pany of Shensi Province. In writing
his book he put down the working
experience of three generations of his
family of painters.
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The very fact of a painter writing
a book has delighted many people.
and particularly Li Lien-hsing himselt
who was practically illiterate only a
few years back. In his preface he
writes that though both his grand-
father and father were experienced
painters, they could only pass down
their experience verbally since neither
of them could read or write. Now,
thanks to the spare-time education he
has received in recent years, he is
able to write down all he and his
father and grandfather learnt about
painting so more newcomers will be
helped to master the trade.

Ninety per cent of the building
workers of the Third Building Com-
pany of Shensi, where Li works,
are studying in the many spare-time
schools set up by that go-ahead
concern. Its spare-time schools are
offering year-round literacy classes,
primary and secondary school and
up to college grade courses. The
company management pays great at-
tention to this spare-time education
and technical studies for its workers.
Spare-time classes are available to the
workers wherever they go. There are
classes on all its construction sites. A
carpenter from one building site can
go to the right class at another site
when he moves there merely by show-
ing a special identification card. By
this means most workers are able to
continue their studies uninterruptedly
although their calling involves such
a high degree of mobility.

This educational work has paid off
well. Over the last few years, 90
company workers have been promoted
to be technicians, nine have become
engineers or assistant engineers, and
a number have taken up administra-
tive posts helping to run the business.

Workers’ Spare-Time Schools

The record of the Third Building
Company of Shensi in spare-time
education for workers reflects a ge-
neral pattern of development in almost
every branch of industry in China.
Spare-time literacy classes, schools
and colleges have mushroomed every-
where in recent years. They are giv-
ing a big helping hand to the regular
educational institutions in providing
adequate education for the nation’s
growing ranks of workers, training
up a literate and cultured working
class.

June 16, 1961

Over a million indus-
trial workers in Shanghai
are receiving education
in more than 3,000 spare-
time primary and mid-
dle schools, colleges and
universities in that city.
A complete spare-time
educational system in-
troduced by many fac-
tories ensures all their
workers an opportunity
to get an education,
from primary school to
college grade.

A good number of
colleges and universi-
ties in the city too have
opened special night and

correspondence  colleges
for workers. Scientific
and technical societies,

too, are running spare-
time college courses. Last
vear, a spare-time en-
gineering college was set
up. One university gives
courses over a television
circuit.

One of the leading
factories of the city’s
metallurgical industry has
a spare-time primary school giving
a general education, as well as a middle
school and a college specializing in
metallurgy. Nine out of every ten
workers in the plant are studying in
one or the other of these courses. The
college curriculum includes higher
mathematics, mechanics, metallurgy,
principles of mechanical and electrical
engineering and a foreign language.
The student is required to hand in a
technical design of his own upon grad-
uation. Spare-time education at this
works started not long after libera-
tion. Eighty per cent of its workers
then were illiterate; now every one of
them has learnt to read and write.

Uighur and Kazakh Made Easier

A recent report from Urumchi tells
of the success of the new Latinized
written languages for the Uighur and
Kazakh people in the Sinkiang Uighur
Autonomous Region. These were in-
troduced on a ftrial basis a little more
than a year ago. They have proved to
be a boon to the people in their drive
to end illiteracy and popularize educa-
tion.

Building Workers' Spare-Time Study

Woodcut by students of the
Kirin Art Institute’s Middle School

The Uighur and Kazakh written
languages used up to now are based on
Arabic letters, which cannot quite ex-
press the sounds used in those lan-
guages. Besides this the old scripts are
difficult to read and learn. The fact
that they are written from right to left
has made difficulties in usage in
modern times. The new scripts were
worked out at the Second Conference
on Nationalities Languages of the Sin-
kiang Uighur Autonomous Region held
in November 1959 and was adopted
for trial by the local government. In
the new alphabet 26 Latin letters are
used, to which several other letters
representing certain sounds peculiar
to the Uighur and Kazakh languages
are added.

Tests among Uighur and Kazakh
adults have shown that an average of
three hundred hours of study are
needed to become literate, half the time
consumed in learning wriling with the
old script. The new alphabet has also
been used in some primary schools.
Children learnt to read and write all
the letters within two months, study-
ing three or four hours a week.



Sino-Vietnamese Friendship

Premier Pham Van Dong in China

by OUR CORRESPONDENT

REMIER Pham Van Dong of the Democratic Republic

of Viet Nam ended his week-long friendly visit to
China on June 16. The day before, the Chinese and
Vietnamese Premiers issued a joint communique in which
they expressed complete identity of views on important
international questions of common interest and on ques-
tions concerning the further consolidation and develop-
ment of their countries’ friendship and co-operation.

On the overall international situation, the communi-
que says that conditions are “unprecedentedly favourable
to the struggle of the peoples of all countries for world
peace, national independence, democracy and socialism....
The superiority of the forces of socialism over those of
imperialism, of the forces of peace over those of war, is
becoming ever more marked in the world arena.” It points
out that “the ‘position of strength’ and neo-colonialist
policies of U.S. imperialism are the principal menace to
world peace and the main root cause of international
tension. The Kennedy Administration continues to carry
out aggression and intervention in Cuba, Laos and the
Congo, and to step up the implementation of the plan for
all-round arms expansion and war preparations; the
peace-loving people throughout the world must constantly
maintain high vigilance.”

The communique further declares: “The two Pre-
miers reiterated that the People’s Republic of China and
the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam, like the other
socialist countries, have consistently pursued a foreign
policy of peace, resolutely safeguarded and strengthened
the unity of the socialist camp; firmly supported the
liberation movement of the oppressed nations; resolutely
maintained that peaceful co-
existence be realized among
nations with different social
systems on the basis of the
Five Principles; and that all in-
ternational disputes be settled
through peaceful negotiations.
The two Premiers stated that
the two Governments will
make unremitting efforts to
safeguard Asian and world
peace. The two Premiers ex-
pressed full support for the
peace proposals of the Soviet
Government for general disar-
mament, prohibition of nuclear
weapons, and conclusion of a
peace treaty with Germany,
and its other peace proposals,
all of which aim at promoting
the relaxation of international
tension. The two Premiers held
that the talks of the heads
of the Governments of the
Soviet Union and the United

States conducted not long ago are fresh proof of the sincere
desire of the Soviet Government to strengthen peace.”
The two Premiers firmly opposed the U.S. activities
in south Korea of staging a military coup d’etat, inten-
sifying the fascist rule there and undermining the peaceful
reunification of Korea; they fully supported the proposal
of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea for the
peaceful reunification of Korea. They sternly condemned
the U.S. aggression and intervention in Laos, Cuba and
the Congo, and resolutely supported the just struggles of
the peoples of Laos, Cuba and the Congo. They expressed
infinite admiration for and resolute support to the Al-
gerian people in their heroic struggle to resist French
aggression and win national independence.
Concerning the enlarged Geneva Conference on the
peaceful settlement of the Laotian question, the two Pre-
miers expressed the hope that it will achieve positive
results. They pointed out that the grave situation in Laos
is the result of the aggression and intervention in Laos by
the United States in violation of the 1954 Geneva agree-
ments. The communique states that “in order to settle
the Laotian question peacefully, U.S. intervention must
be stopped: the independence, sovereignty and neutrality
of Laos must be earnestly respected and safeguarded in
accordance with the principles and spirit of the 1954
Geneva agreements and in the light of the present actuali-
ties in Laos; a strict distinction must be drawn between
the internal and the international aspect of the Laotian
question; the internal problems of Laos can only be solved
by the Laotian people themselves, and no international
agreement should be allowed to interfere, in whatever

Pcking’s welcome to Premicr Pham Van Dong

Peking Review
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VIET NAM ACHIEVEMENTS

Alter throwing off the yoke ol French colonialism, the
Democratic Republic of Viet Num, under the leadership of
the Viet Nam Workers' Party and President Ho Chi Minh,
has achieved notable successes in every field of national life.
In the three short years since the restoration of peace in
the country, it carried out land reform, repaired the ravages
of war and enabled production generally to reach or even
surpass the prewar 1939 level. In 1960, it com-
pleted its Three-Year Plan for the transformation and
development of the national economy. By the end of 1960,
858 per cent of the labouring peasant households in
north Viet Nam had joined co-operative farms. All
privately owned industrial and commercial enter-
prises have been transformed into joint state-and-private
or co-operative enterprises. During these three years, the
average annual gross value of industrial output increased
by 217 per cent. In 1957, industry made up one-fifth
of the country’s gross industrial and agricultural out-
put value; in 1960 this proportion rose to two-fifths.
Agricultural output too has far surpassed the highest prewar
levels. The oulput of rice in the northern part of Viet
Nam in 1959 was 5.2 million tons, more than double the
highest annual prewar figure. The completion of the Three-
Year Plan has laid a basis for the northern part of Viet

Nam {o enter on a new stage of socialist construction with
its First Five-Year Plan (1961-65).

Working valiantly to build up the northern part of
their country, the Vietnamese people are waging an unre-
mitting struggle for the peaceful unification of their
motherland. Viet Nam is an indivisible whole. The 1954
Geneva agreements contain explicit provisions for the peace-
ful unification of Viet Nam. However, as a result of the
U.S. imperialists’ obstruction and sabotage, the aspirations
of the Vietnamese people have not yet been realized. U.S.
imperialism is doing everything it can to turn the southern
part of Viet Nam into ils new-type colony and military
base. In the south, in glaring contrast with the north, the
people are living in an abyss of poverty and starvation,
under constant threat of persecution and death.

U.S. imperialist aggression and interference inevitably
meets with bitter opposition from the Vietnamese people.
Disregarding the frenzied repressions perpetrated by the
U.S.-Diem clique, the people in south Viet Nam are rising
in ever larger numbers and waging widespread struggles
against their oppressors, demanding the peaceful unification
of their motherland and an end to the terrorist rule. This
patriotic struggle of the Vietnamese people is an important
part of the struggle of the world’s people against imperialist
aggression and to safeguard world peace.

form, in the internal affairs of Laos.” The two Premiers
unanimously condemned the plot engineered by the U.S.
Government to place Laos under international con-
dominium. The two Premiers fully supported the reason-
able proposals put forward by the Soviet Government for
the peaceful settlement of the Laotian question, and the
political programme for a truly peaceful and neutral Laos
put forth by Prince Souvanna Phouma, Premier of the
legal Royal Government of Laos, on May 8, 1961. The two
Premiers stated that the Governments of the two countries
will, together with all the other peace-loving countries,
make their utmost efforts to prevent the United States
from sabotaging the enlarged Geneva Conference and bring
about a reasonable settlernent of the Laotian question.

Expressing grave concern over the dangerous situation
brought about by the United States stepping up military
intervention in southern Viet Nam, the two Premiers
pointed out that the ‘“eight-point programme” recentily
announced by the United States is aimed at bringing
southern Viet Nam under its complete military, political
and economic control and turning it into its military base
and colony and that this is a grave act of crude inter-
ference in the internal affairs of Viet Nam in complete
violation of the 1954 Geneva agreements. The two Pre-
miers slernly condemned the U.S. aggressive aciivities in
the southern part of Viet Nam and held that the Co-
Chairmen of the Geneva Conference and the International
Commission in Viet Nam should fulfil their duties, adopt-
ing positive and effective measures to stop the acts of
U.S. aggression and interference against the southern part
of Viet Nam, and to ensure that the Geneva agreements
be respected and strictly implemented in the southern
part of Viet Nam, thercby making contributions towards
safeguarding peace in Indo-China and Southeast Asia.

June 16, 1961

Premier Chou En-lai solemnly stated that the Chinese
Government fully supports the solemn and just stand
taken by the Government of the Democratic Republic of
Viet Nam in opposing U.S. interference and aggression
and upholding the Geneva agreements, and resolutely
supports the reasonable desire of the Vietnamese people
for the peaceful unification of their motherland. He
declared that the Chinese Government and people express
profound sympathy for and resolute support to the people
in the southern part of Viet Nam in their just and patri-
otic struggle, and firmly believe that the struggle of the
Vietnamese people will certainly be victorious.

Premier Pham Van Dong reaffirmed that the Govern-
ment of the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam fully
supports the just stand of the Chinese people for the
liberation of Taiwan, and strongly condemned U.S. im-
perialism for unlawfully occupying Taiwan, plotting to
create “two Chinas™ and obstructing the restoration of the
lawful place of China in the United Nations.

The two Premiers pointed out that the aggressive
nature of U.S. imperialism has not changed, nor will it
ever change. They declared that the United States has
all along used the SEATO military bloc as a tool of ag-
gression to encroach on the sovereignty of the countries
in Southeast Asia and interfere in their internal affairs
and this is the root cause of the tension in Laos, the
southern part of Viet Nam and the whole of Southeast
Asia. “Only by abrogating the ‘Southeast Asia Collective
Defence Treaty’ and abolishing this aggressive military
bloc can peace and security in Indo-China and Southeast
Asia be safeguarded and consolidated. The internal af-
fairs of the countries in Indo-China are entirely the affairs
of their own peoples, in which no foreign country should
be allowed to interfere,” states the communique.




Premier Pham Van Dong's stay in Peking is a
memorable page in the annals of Sino-Vietnamese friend-
ship. On June 12, when the Vietnamese guests arrived,
hundreds of thousands of the capital's citizens lined the
streets to welcome them. As Premier Pham Van Dong,
Vice-Premier Le Thanh Nghi, and other members of
the Vietnamese Delegation, escorted by Premier Chou
En-lai and other government leaders, drove in open
cars from the airport to the guest house, they were
greeted with cheers, songs and bouquets from the
welcoming crowds. It was a festive scene with Chi-
nese and Vietnamese national flags flying side by
side, colourful banners and huge welcome signs
along the route. That same evening, Premier Chou
En-lai gave a gala state banquet for Premier Pham Van
Dong. The Vietnamese guests were received by
Chairman Mao Tse-tung and Chairman Liu Shao-chi. On
June 15, over 10,000 people of every walk of life in the
capital gathered at the Great Hall of the People in a mass
rally to welcome the Vietnamese Premier and members of
his delegation. Premier Pham Van Dong and his colleagues
visited several places in Peking. But wherever it was —
a factory, a people’s commune, a university, or a meeting
with Chinese experts formerly working in Viet Nam —
they received a welcome that came straight from the heart.

The warmth of this reception was a moving expres-
sion of that comradeship-in-arms which the Chinese and
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Vielnamese peoples have forged in the course of a pro-
longed common struggle. As Premier Pham Van Dong de-
clared at the state banquet, “Long-standing tics have always
existed between our two peoples. Now, under the great
banner of Marxism-Leninism, the fraternal {riendship
between our two countries is being further consolidated
with each passing day. Our two peoples have always
supported and helped each other in their revolutionary
struggles. Today, in socialist construction, they are con-
tinuously strengthening their close co-operation in all
fields.” Premier Chou En-lai, speaking at the reception
given by the Vietnamese Ambassador, congratulated the
Vietnamese people on the great victories they have scored
in socialist transformation and socialist construction and
in the struggle against imperialist aggression and for the
peaceful unification of their homeland. “Your struggle
helps protect our peaceful construction. Your victories
enhance our confidence in marching ahead. The Viet-
namese and Chinese peoples will always remain close
comrades-in-arms. The Chinese people have always en-
joyed the firm support of the Vietnamese people and
Government in their struggle against U.S. imperialist ag-
gression and to defend their state sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity,” he said. On behalf of the Chinese people
and Government, Premier Chou En-lai thanked the Viet-
namese people, the Viet Nam Workers’ Party, the
Vietnamese Government and President Ho Chi Minh.

President Soekarno in Peking

by OUR CORRESPONDENT

R. Soekarno, President and Premier of the Republic

of Indonesia, paid a state visit to China between June

13-15 at the invitation of Chairman Liu Shao-chi and the
Chinese Government.

This was President Soekarno’s second state visit to
the People’s Republic of China. Accompanying him on
this visit were: Dr. J. Leimena, Deputy Chief Minister;
Col. Wilujo Puspojudo, Vice-Chairman of the People’s
Consultative Council; Ahem Erningpradja, Minister for
Labour; Brigadier General Dr. Suharto, Minister for Peo-
ple’s Industry; Lt. Col. Moersalim Daeng Mamangung,
Vice-Chairman of Parliament; Mr. M. Ichsan, Minister/
Secretary of State; Lt. General Gatot Subroto, Deputy
Chief of the General Staff; and others.

A Grand Welcome

The warm and brilliant welcome which President
Soekarno and his entourage were accorded in Peking by
the leaders and people of China was a manifestation of
the close friendship between the two countries. More
than half a million Peking citizens left their offices and
other places of work and homes to greet Indonesia’s out-
standing political leader. Friendship filled the air at the
Peking airport. The beating of the traditional drums and
gongs greeted the arrival of the President’s plane escorted
by eight jet fighters of the Chinese air force. Cheers from
the thousands gathered at the aerodrome welcomed
him as he stepped from the plane to be warmly greeted
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by Liu Shao-chi. Soong Ching Ling, Tung Pi-wu, Chu Teh,
Chou En-lai and other state leaders. There was an im-
pressive ceremony of welcome. A military band played
the national anthems of Indonesia and China and 24 guns
fired a 21-salvo salute. Accompanied by Chairman Liu
Shao-chi, President Soekarno reviewed the guard of honour
of army, navy and air force units. Chairman Liu Shao-
chi and President Soekarno both made short speeches.
President Soekarno, accompanied by Chairman Liu
Shao-chi and Premier Chou En-lai; and Deputy Chief
Minister Leimena, accompanied by Vice-Premier Lo Jui-
ching lelt the airport for the city in open cars. Tens of
thousands of people lined the whole long route into the
city and right to the gates of the guest house where
President Soekarno and his colleagues were entertained.
Peking, greeting a distinguished and respected friend, was
gay with the national flags of China and Indonesia, with
flowers, music and songs. Porches and windows of tall
buildings along the route were crowded with welcomers.
Firecrackers crackled. Flower petals were scattered over
the main cross-roads. A particularly large crowd was
gathered at Tien An Men Square. In the centre of the
square, a thousand people danced. To see the display
the motorcade drove all around the square. As they
passed, hundreds of “peacocks” spread their gorgeous tails,
dozens of “lions” played with embroidered balls, hundreds
of “lotus flowers” fluttered their petals in the breeze, and
five giant “dragons” wove radiant patterns in the air.
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Children with a shout let loose
a mass of coloured balloons.
President Soekarno was keenly
interested in this display. The
avenue of friendship formed
by the crowd stretched as far
as the eye could see. Pres-
ident Soekarno delighted the
crowds by waving to them
gaily from his open car. Girls
scattered flower petals on
the motorcade and turned
the cars into flower-decked
wagons. From end to end of
the city a roar of welcome
rolled as the motorcade passed
on its way. It ceased only
when the last car disappeared
behind the foliage in the
gardens of the guest house.

On the day of his arrival
in Peking, President Soekarno
had talks with Chairman Liu
Shao-chi of the People’s Re-
public of China and Premier
Chou En-lai and met Chair-
man Mao Tse-tung of the Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party of China. Also taking part in the talks on the
Indonesian side were the high ranking officials mentioned
above; on the Chinese side were: Tung Pi-wu, Vice-
Chairman of the People’s Republic of China; Chu Teh,
Chairman of the Standing Committee of the National Peo-
ple’s Congress; Ho Lung and Lo Jui-ching, Vice-Premiers
of the State Council; Burhan Shahidi, Vice-Chairman of
the National Committee of the Chinese People’s Political
Consultative Conference and President of the China-
Indonesia Friendship Association; and Keng Piao and
Huang Chen, Vice-Ministers of Foreign Affairs. The two
parties exchanged views on various questions of common
interest to the two countries and on current important in-
ternational questions. The talks were most cordial and
were held in an atmosphere of friendship, mutual under-
standing and mutual respect.

Exchange of Instruments of Ratification
of Treaty of Friendship

On June 14, at a ceremony attended by Chairman Liu
Shao-chi, President Soekarno and other representatives
of the two Governments, the Instruments of Ratification
of the Treaty of Friendship Between the People’s Republic
of China and the Republic of Indonesia were exchanged.
At the same time, notes on the approval of the Agreement
on Cultural Co-operation Between the People’s Republic
of China and the Republic of Indonesia were exchanged.
The Treaty of Friendship and the Agreement on Cultural
Co-operation were signed in Djakarta on April 1 during
Vice-Premier Chen Yi's visit to Indonesia. Signing the
documents for the exchange of the Instruments of Rati-
fication were Keng Piao, Vice-Foreign Minister, represent-
ing the People’s Republic of China, and Sukarni Kartodi-
wirjo, Indonesian Ambassador to China, representing the
Republic of Indonesia.

Ratification of the Treaty of Friendship and approval
of the Agreement on Cultural Co-operation between the

June 16, 1961

Chairman Mao Tse-tung and Chairman Liu Shao-chi
with President Soekarno and other Indonesian guests

two countries will further enlarge and enrich the friendly
relations between the two countries and their peoples built
on the basis of the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence
and the ten principles of the Bandung Conference. Pres-
ident Soekarno pointed out in his later speech that the
exchange of the Instruments of Ratification of the Treaty
of Friendship cemented the co-operative spirit between the
two countries.

To promote the friendship between the peoples of the
two countries, President Soekarno presented the Order of
the Republic of Indonesia, First Class, to Chairman Liu
Shao-chi; the Order of the Republic of Indonesia, Second
Class, to Chu Teh, Chairman of the Standing Committee of
the National People’s Congress, and to Chou En-lai, Pre-
mier of the State Council.

State Banquet and Mass Rally

Chairman Liu Shao-chi gave a state banquet to wel-
come President Soekarno on the evening of his arrival.
Present at the banquet were all the distinguished In-
donesian guests who accompanied President Soekarno dur-
ing his visit; Pham Van Dong, Premier of the Democratic
Republic of Viet Nam, and other distinguished Vietnamese
guests, members of the Government Delegation which he
leads; D. N. Aidit, Chairman of the Central Committee ol
the Communist Party of Indonesia and Vice-Chair-
man of the Indonesian People’s Consultative Council,
who is visiting China; and Sakirman, Member of the
Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party of Indonesia and Vice-Chairman of the In-
donesian State Planning Committee, who is also visiting
China.

During the banquet hosts and guests proposed many
toasts to the profound, traditional friendship between the
two countries which is of long standing. More than four
years ago, Chairman Liu Shao-chi said, President Soekarno
established a profound friendship with our country during
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his first visit to China. Chairman Liu described President
Soekarno’s present visit as marking the new development
in the friendly relations between the two countries, whose
friendship and co-operation are of great significance in
promoting Asian-African solidarity and defending world
peace. Declaring that the friendship between the two
countries has a bright future, Chairman Liu pointed out
that the peoples of the two countries have the common
experience of being long subjected to imperialist aggression
and are now confronted with the common task of opposing
imperialism and defending world peace, therefore, the basic
interests of the two countries are identical.

Chairman Liu Shao-chi paid tribute to the Indonesian
people for their successes gained under the leadership of
President Soekarno in opposing imperialist aggression and
intervention, in safeguarding national independence and
unity and in building their country. He also expressed the
resolute support of the Chinese people for the Indonesian
people in their struggle for the recovery of their own ter-
ritory West Irian. Chairman Liu said: “Relying on the
unity of all the patriotic forces of Indonesia, the Indonesian
people will certainly win final victory in their struggle.”
He also dwelt upon the great contribution the Indonesian
people have made in promoting unity among the Asian and
African peoples and the outstanding role the Indonesian
people and President Soekarno played in convening the
Bandung Conference. Chairman Liu pointed out: The
Bandung spirit characterized by solidarity and opposition to
imperialism has, since the Bandung Conference, already
gone deep into the hearts of the peoples and its influence
has long ago gone beyond the continents of Asia and Africa.
He finally expressed the conviction that the Indonesian
people, persisting in their stand on Asian-African solidarity
and opposing colonialism, will certainly play an ever big-
ger role in the struggle against imperialism and in defend-
ing world peace.

President Soekarno, in his warmly applauded speech,
described the friendship between China and Indonesia as
one springing from the very hearts of the peoples of the
two countries. We are carrying on the same struggle, he
said. “The struggle of the People’s Republic of China is
also Indonesia’s struggle and vice versa.”

At the mass rally held in his honour on June 14 at
the Peking Workers’ Stadium, with more than 100,000
people participating, President Soekarno reiterated this
point. He said that the People’s Republic of China was
one of those countries where he had been accorded the
warmest and grandest welcome during his visit abroad
this time. This he attributed to the fact that the peoples
of China and Indonesia have a common goal in struggle.

President Soekarno strongly condemned the slanders
the imperialists directed at the Soviet Union and China
and said that they were mere twaddle. Why should we
not be friends with the Soviet Union? asked President
Soekarno. Has not the Soviet Union all along been help-
ing and sympathizing with the struggle of Indonesia? And
why should we not be friends with the People’s Republic
of China? Has not the People’s Republic of China all
along been sympathizing with and helping the struggle
of Indonesia? He said emphatically: The imperialists
are not of one heart with the Indonesian people, but the
people of the People’s Republic of China and the In-
donesian people are of one heart and are carrying on a
joint struggle.
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President Soekarno said he was convinced that though
Dutch imperialism has the support of other imperialisms,
the day will eventually come when West Irian will be
restored to Indonesia. Likewise, he was convinced that
the day will eventually come when Taiwan will be restored
to the People’s Republic of China. Imperialism, he said,
is not yet dead. It still remains in Indonesia, in Taiwan,
in Viet Nam, in Korea, in the Congo, in Angola and in
Algeria. But the day is bound to come when imperialism
will go to the wall; it is doomed to destruction.

Mayor Peng Chen of Peking, speaking at the mass
rally, said: “The Indonesian people are a great and heroic
people. The gallant slogan ‘once independent, for ever
independent’ fully demonstirates the strong will of the
Indonesian people to defend their national independence.
The Chinese people are glad to see that the Indonesian
people, led by President Soekarno, have courageously
smashed the splitting and interventionist activities of the
imperialists and victoriously defended the independence
of their motherland.”

Speaking of the brightly beaming Bandung spirit,
Mayor Peng Chen said: “The Bandung spirit is the spirit
of solidarity among the Asian-African peoples, opposing
imperialism and colonialism, defending world peace and
promoting friendship among all peoples.” He pointed out:
“Both the coming into being of the Bandung spirit and
its glorious development are inseparable from the unre-
mitting efforts of the Indonesian people and President
Soekarno.”

Speaking at the farewell banquet given by President
Soekarno, Premier Chou En-lai made a profound analysis
of the common struggle of the Chinese and Indonesian
peoples. This common struggle, Premier Chou said, is
reflected in five aspects: opposing imperialism and
colonialism and safeguarding national independence and
state sovereigniy; achieving the complete unification of
each country; allowing no foreign interference in the in-
ternal affairs of one’s own country, nor interfering in the
internal affairs of others; equality and mutual benefit;
and peaceful coexistence and friendly contacts.

Unanimous Views Expressed in Joint Communique

On June 15, a joint press communique of the Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of China and the Govern-
ment of the Republic of Indonesia was published. It dealt
with President Soekarno’s visit to China, expressed satis-
faction with recent developments in the friendly relations
between the two countries, and once more made it clear
that the Indonesian Government gives its all-out support
to the Chinese people in their struggle to liberate their
own territory Taiwan and that the Chinese Government
gives its all-out support to the Indonesian people in their
struggle for the liberation from foreign rule of a part of
its territory, West Irian. The Indonesian Government
reaffirmed its support for the restoration of the People’s
Republic of China to its rightful place in the United
Nations.

The communique said: “The two parties stated
that they would carry on unremitting efforts for the
relaxation of the international situation and for the
strengthening of world peace. The two parties reaffirmed
their determination to unceasingly struggle side by side
with all the other progressive forces of the world against
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imperialism and colonialism in all their manifestations,
and reaffirmed their resolute support to the struggle of
the Asian, African and Latin American peoples to win and
safeguard their complete independence and to build a
happy life. The two parties resolutely oppose any foreign
interference in the internal affairs of any countries,
particularly the countrics which have just won their
independence.”

The communique added: “The two parties held the
same opinion that the Laotian question was an important
question affecting world peace, particularly the peace and
security of Southeast Asia, and a proper settlement of
this question in accord with the interests of the Laotian
people should speedily be rcached. They oppose any

foreign interference in whatever form and manifestation
in the internal affairs of Laos. The two parties hope that
all the participants in the enlarged Geneva Conlerence
will as soon as possible reach an international agreement
respecting and ensuring the independence, sovereignty,
unily and neutrality of Laos.”

The communique also announced that Chairman Liu
Shao-chi has accepted with pleasure the kind invitation
of President Soeckarno to pay a [riendly visit to Indonesia.

President Soekarno’s visit to China was a great suc-
cess. It has further consolidated the friendly relations
between China and Indonesia.

President Soekarno left Peking for the Soviet Union on
June 15.

Treaty of Friendship Between the
People’s Republic of China and the
Republic of Indonesia

THE Government of the People’s Republic of China and

the Government of the Republic of Indonesia, out of
the desire to maintain and further develop co-operation
and friendly relations between the two countries and, in
accordance with the spirit and the Ten Principles of the
1955 Asian-African Bandung Conference as well as the
Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, have decided to
conclude the present Treaty and have appointed as their
respective plenipotentiaries:

The Government of the People’s Republic of China:
Marshal Chen Yi, Vice-Premier of the State Council and
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of
China;

The Government of the Republic of Indonesia: Dr.
Subandrio, Second Deputy Chief Minister and Minister of
Foreign Affairs;

Who, having examined each other’s credentials and
found them in good and due form, have agreed upon the
following:

Article I
The Contracting Parties respect each other’s indepen-
dence, sovereignty and territorial integrity, so as to main-
tain and develop the friendly relations between the two
countries.

Article 11
The Contracting Parties agree to continuously con-
solidate the diplomatic and consular relations between the
two countries in accordance with the principle of reci-
procity and international practice.

Article III
The Contracting Parties will, when they deem it ne-
cessary, designate delegates to meet to exchange views
on questions of common interest and consider methods
and ways of co-operation on the above-mentioned ques-
tions.

Article IV
The Contracting Parties agree to develop and further
strengthen the economic and cultural ties between the two
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countries in the spirit of friendship and co-operation and
in accordance with the principles of equality and mutual
benefit and of non-interference in each other’s internal
affairs.

Article V
Should any dispute arise between the Contracting
Parties, they shall settle it by consultation through diplo-
matic channels and other ways agreed upon by both Par-
ties in a spirit of fraternal and sincere friendship.

Article VI
The present Treaty shall be ratified by the Contract-
ing Parties in accordance with their respective constitu-
tional procedures and shall come into force upon the date
of the exchange of the instruments of ratification, which
shall take place in Peking.

Article VII

The present Treaty shall remain in force for a period
of ten years, but each Contracting Party has the right to
notify the other to terminate this Treaty, and the Treaty
shall cease to be in force six months after the day of such
notification.

Article VIII

The present Treaty is done in duplicate in the Chi-
nese and Indonesian languages, both texts being equally
authentic.

In faith hereof, the Plenipotentiaries of the Contract-
ing Parties have affixed their signatures on the present
Treaty.

Done in Djakarta on the first day of April 1961.

(Signed)

CHEN YI
Plenipotentiary of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China,
Vice-Premier of the State
Council and Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China

(Signed)
SUBANDRIO
Plenipotentiary of the Re-
public of Indonesia, Second
Deputy Chief Minister
and Minister of Foreign
Affairs of the Republic of
Indonesia
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Enlarged Geneva Conference

Chen Yi on Laos’ Neutrality, Sovereignty
And Independence

At the June 12 session of the enlarged Geneva Conference, Foreign Minister
Chen Yi, Head of the Chinese Government Delegation, pointed out that Laos’ neutral-
ity needs no control and violations of its sovereignty and independence are imper-

missible.

He expressed the earnest hope that the talks among the three Laotian

princes would speedily reach agreement on the formation of a coalition government.

Following is the text of his statement.

ours. — Ed.

Mr, Chairman,

First of all, I am surprised that the Thailand delegate
should have raised the question of Laotian representation
which was settled long ago. The Chinese Delegation firmly
supports the view of the Soviet Foreign Minister, Comrade
A.A. Gromyko, and is opposed to any attempt to obstruct
the conference from proceeding to sub.tantive discussions.

I am now going to present the views of the Chinese
Delegation on matters of substance before the conference.

Our conference has at last overcome various obstruc-
tions and resumed substantive discussions. At the same
time, Prince Souvanna Phouma, Premier of the Royal Gov-
ernment of Laos, and Prince Souphanouvong, Chairman of
the Neo Lao Haksat, have arrived in Geneva. The meet-
ing of the three princes of Laos will soon be held. All this
is heartening.

Concerning Stabilization of Cease-Fire

At the June 6 session, the French delegate put for-
ward a protocol on control, and the British delegate made
comments on the Soviet and the French proposals.
Although in many ways the views of the British and the
French delegates differ from ours, we welcome them to
join us in discussing matters of substance.

It is regrettable that at the June 6 session the U.S.
delegate once again raised the question of violations of the
cease-fire in Laos. To defend his position, he deliberately
misinterpreted the communique on the Vienna talks be-
tween the Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the
Soviet Union, N.S. Khrushchov, and the President of the
United States of America, John F. Kennedy, and he
indicated that he was not prepared to engage in discussion
of matters of substance until an effective cease-fire was
realized. This attitude of the United States has brought
our conference to a standstill for several days. I already
pointed out in my statement on June 1 that the situation
of the cease-fire in Laos is on the whole good. The local
conflicts in Laos are wholly created by the United States
which has continued to intervene in Laos after the cease-
fire, and the United States must be held solely responsible.
The Vienna communique reaffirmed the desire for a
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peaceful settlement of the Laotian question, and one had
reason to expect that the United States would stop its
intervention and demonstrate this desire by deeds. On
the contrary, however, the United States is continuing to
help the Laotian rebel troops carry out sabotage and
harassment against areas under the control of the Royal
Government of Laos and the Neo Lao Haksat. Without
mentioning at all the fact that the local conflict at Padong
was caused by the United States airdropping rebel troops
to this area, the U.S. delegate has used the Padong in-
cident as a pretext for refusing to take part in substantive
discussions. This is by no means justifiable. At the press
conference on June 9, Prince Souvanna Phouma and
Prince Souphanouvong pointed out that the Royal Gov-
ernment of Laos and the Neo Lao Haksat sincerely
observed the cease-fire, and that the cease-fire would be
effective if the Laotian rebel forces should do the same.
But the Laotian rebel forces failed to do so. They have
been airdropping in the rear of areas under the control
of the Royal Government of Laos and the Neo Lao Haksat.
These airdroppings inevitably lead to suppression by the
Royal Government of Laos and the Neo Lao Haksat. We
support this just stand of the Royal Government of Laos
and the Neo Lao Haksat. The Padong incident should not
have taken place. Now the Padong incident has been
brought to an end. There are in Laos more favourable
conditions for the realization of an over-all, effective
cease-fire. We hope that the United States will stop air-
droppings of any character to areas under the control of
the Royal Government of Laos and the Neo Lao Haksat,
so that the state of cease-fire in Laos may be stabilized.
We also hope that the U.S. delegate will no longer pro-
duce any pretext for obstructing the conference, but will
seriously join the delegates of the other countries in a
substantive discussion of the main questions before us.

What French Draft Protocol Means

The Chinese Delegation has repeatedly expressed the
hope that our conference will eliminate the various obsta-
cles and create necessary international conditions to help
the Laotian people restore and build a peaceful and happy
life. The question is whether the participating nations
will work jointly to find the avenue to a peaceful set-
tlement of the Laotian question. In my statement on May 24
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I already explained the posiltion of the Chinese Govern-
ment and set forth several principles to which any solu-
tion of the Laotian question should adhere. Starling from
these principles, we support the Soviet proposals and hold
that they should be taken as the basis of discussion and
agreement at the conference. It is our view that the two
draft declarations submitted by the French delegate on
May 23 contain serious defects as well as accepiable
points; but the French draft protocol submitted on June
6 cannot be considered at all. TFor the present, I wish to
discuss in principle the Chinese Delegation’s views on the
French draft protocol.

The French delegate M. Chauvel said in his statement
that the French documents are based on the 1954 Geneva
agreements. If this should be so, it would of course be
welcome. But is it really? As we know, the 1954 Geneva
agreements consist of two parts. On the one hand, there
are the Final Declaration of the Geneva Conference and
the declarations made by some states, which constitute in-
ternational agreements of a political nature under which
the members of the conference jointly assumed obliga-
tions; on the other hand, there are the agreements on
the cessation of hostilities in the Indo-Chinese states,
which are military agreements signed between the bel-
ligerent parties of that time. In the past seven years
great changes have come about within Laos. It is obvious
that today any agreement at our conference can only be
based on the principles laid down in the Final Declara-
tion of the 1954 Geneva Conference, namely, the provi-
sions under which the members of the conference under-
take to respect the independence and neutrality of Laos.
As for the 1954 agreement on the cessation of hostilities
in Laos, it suited the conditions of the international war
then existing in Laos. The war in Laos today is a domes-
tic war. How can a set of provisions suited to an in-
ternational war be forcibly applied, albeit in a disguised
form, to a question of domestic war? In his statement
the French delegate rightly pointed out that there is a
fundamental difference in character between the 1954 war
in Laos and the present war in Laos. Unfortunately, he
has not drawn therefrom the due conclusion. We hold
that any agreement reached at this conference should be
based on the 1954 Geneva agreements. But this basis can
only be the Final Declaration of the Geneva Conference
and the declarations of the states concerned, which are of
lasting significance, and cannot be the agreement on the
cessation of hostilities in Laos which only applied to the
specific conditions of that time.

In his statements the French delegate has repeatedly
declared the desire of France to respect the independence,
sovereignty and neutrality of Laos. We would rather like
to believe that this desire is genuine. However, can it
be said that the French draft protocol is in conformity
with such a desire? We do not think so. In the 1954
agreement the terms of reference for the International
Commission are defined as to “be responsible for control
and supervision of the application of the provisions of the
agreement on the cessation of hostilities in Laos.” This is
most clear and definite, Nevertheless, the French draft
protocol wants to extend the scope of supervision and con-
trol by the International Commission to cover the ap-
plication of the provisions of the various declarations on
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the neutrality of Laos. It is indeed strange logic that a
country’s implementation of a policy of neutrality it has
adopted of its own free will should need to be placed
under international control. There are many countries in
the world which implement a policy of neutrality. Must
all of them accept international control? Facts since 1954
show that it is the United States and some of its allies
in the Southeast Asia military bloc that have violated the
neutrality of Laos. If there should be control, it is these
countries that should be controlled. Let’s take a further
look. What is meant by so-called control of the applica-
tion of the provisions of the various declarations on the
neutrality of Laos? The French draft declaration on Lao-
tian neutrality contains such provisions as ensuring the
free operation of the national institutions of Laos and
reconstituting a national force. If these internal affairs
of Laos should all be subjected to supervision and control
by the International Commission, then it may be asked,
what would be left of Laotian independence and
sovereignty? We are reluctant to believe that the French
delegate has the intention of violating the independence
and sovereignty of Laos. However, the French draft pro-
tocol can hardly prevent us from suspecting that such an
intention does lie behind it.

We are particularly surprised by the fact that the
French draft protocol should stipulate that the Interna-
tional Commission and its teams would have full right,
freely and without restriction, to inspect all aspects of
Laotian life, by land and by air, from ports to aerodromes,
from civil transport to military transport, from cargo to
passengers, even including “all units, organizations and
activities which might be of a military nature,” and that
inspection may be conducted in any part of Laos merely
upon request of one member of the International Com-
mission or of one of ils teams. What offence have the
Laotian people committed to descrve such so-called super-
vision and control? Such supervision and control is con-
ceivable only over a fascist country which has committed
towering crimes and which has been completely defeated.
How can such so-called supervision and control be pro-
posed in regard to a people who are independent and
who, moreover, are victorious in a struggle against out-
side interference? Under such stipulations, would not the
activities of a football club or even a tenm of boy scouts
be countied as “units and activities which might be of a
military nature” and be subjected to conirol? Mr. Chair-
man, such a stipulation could not have been proposed
after serious consideration. Laos has done no harm to
any country. On the contrary, it is a victim of the U.S.
policy of intervention. Laos has not been defeated. On
the contrary, the Laotian people are victors in their strug-
gle against infervention. It is unthinkable to impose such
humiliating terms on an independent couniry and a vic-
torious people. There were times when a few big powers
sat together and decided the fate of a small or weak
countiry over a cup of coffee. The Chinese people, through
their own experience in the not too distant past, deeply
vndersiand the sufferings of such countries. PBut those
times are gone and will return no more. The Chinese
Delegation has come to this conference with the stand
of respecting the independence and neutrality of Laos.
The Chinese Delegation will never be a party to the dirly
business of preying upon the Laotian people and enforcing
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an international condominium over Laos under the name
of international control over its neutrality.

Mr. Chairman, I wish to say frankly that we did not
expect that the French delegate would propose such a
draft protocol. Since 1954 France has generally respected
the Geneva agreements, and has maintained good rela-
tions with Prince Souvanna Phouma and the patriotic
forces in Laos, who firmly uphold the neutrality and in-
dependence of Laos. One had reason to expect that
France would make a comparatively fair proposal. But
why has it proposed such a draft protocol which tramples
on the sovereignty of Laos and interferes in its internal
affairs? All of us will recall that the U.S. delegate Mr.
Dean Rusk advanced in his statement a so-called new
definition of neutrality and proposed to establish an in-
ternational control machinery with supreme powers. It
is precisely such an international machinery that is
envisaged in the French draft protocol. We would like
to assume that perhaps the French delegate has not fully
recognized the serious consequences of the draft protocol
he proposed. We sincerely hope that the French delegate
will cherish the position France occupies in relation to
the Laotian question and that he will reconsider his draft
protocol so that it may not be an obstacle to the peaceful
settlement of the Laotian question.

We are in favour of necessary supervision and con-
trol in Laos by the International Commission. But in all
its activities the International Commission should respect,
and should not violate, the independence and sovereignty
of Laos. Such is the essence of the Final Declaration of
the 1954 Geneva Conference and also our basic starting
point. Since the present war in Laos is a domestic war
caused by U.S. intervention, cease-fire in Laos and con-
trol of the cease-fire there are, as Premier Souvanna
Phouma has said, essentially the concern of the three
sides in Laos, and the International Commission can only
play an auxiliary role. And what we should discuss here
is how to stop U.S. intervention and exercise necessary
supervision and control in this regard. The two documents
put forward by the Soviet Union have precisely embodied
this spirit. We support the Soviet proposals, though we
are not against making reasonable readjustments of one
kind or another on the basis of these proposals.

Concerning the British Delegate’s Statement

In his statement on June 6. the British delegate gave
his views on the Soviet proposals. We welcome his giving
those views. For the present I am not going to comment
on all those views but only on a few points in them. The
British delegate said that the Soviet proposals confine
the operation of the International Commission merely to
the limits of the cease-fire agreement entered into by
the three political forces in Laos and may thus cut away
the broader “peace-keeping functions” which the com-
mission has under the 1954 agreement. Further, a spokes-
man of the Brilish Delegation said on June 6 that only
the international conference here can modify the terms
of reference for the International Commission, and that,
it seems, the parties concerned in Laos have no right to
do so. We cannot but point out that this argument is
untenable, though we have always taken the views of
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the British delegate seriously. In the first place, the So-
viel proposals do not confine the operation of the Inter-
national Commission merely to the limits stipulated by
the cease-fire agreement. They explicitly provide that
the International Commission should exercise supervision
and control over matters like the withdrawal of foreign
troops from Laos. It should be mentioned in this con-
nection that, according to the 1954 agreement, the Inter-
national Commission has no broader “peace-keeping func-
tions” other than control on the application of the pro-
visions of the agreement on the cessation of hostilities.
As to whether the parties concerned in Laos have the
right to lay down the terms of reference for the Interna-
tional Commission in controlling the cease-fire, I would
like to draw the attention of my British colleague to the
fact that the terms of reference for the International Com-
mission under the 1954 Geneva agreements were discussed
and decided upon precisely by the then belligerent parties,
and were merely confirmed by the members of the con-
ference of that time. Since the belligerent parties in 1954
could do so, why can’t the belligerent parties in the
present war in Laos do the same? The war in Laos is a
domestic war between Laotians. It is they who fight
the war, and it is for them to cease fire and determine
the terms of reference for controlling the cease-fire. It
will not do for us, countries represented here other than
Laos, to impose on the parties concerned in Laos a set
of measures for controlling the cease-fire. Even if this
should be attempted, it would be of no avail. It may be
asked: If the parties concerned in Laos do not give their
consent or fail to reach definite agreement through
negotiation, how will it be possible for the International
Commission to operate? We are glad to learn that the
parties concerned in Laos already agreed in principle in
the Ban Na Mon talks on June 7 that the International
Commission would visit certain places for inspection
before the conclusion of a cease-fire agreement. We hope
that with further agreements reached among the three
sides in Laos, the International Commission will make
greater contributions towards stabilizing the cease-fire
in Laos.

In his statement the British delegate expressed the
view that our conference should give the International
Commission full powers and need not consider the sover-
eignty of Laos, because the consent of Laos to sign is
itself an exercise of sovereignty. I would not engage in
abstract argument here about the concept of sovereignty.
But I would like to point out an indisputable fact. In
the past, the international treaties imposed by the Western
big powers on weak or small countries all bore the
signatures of the latter. But, as I see it, this does not
change the unequal character of these treaties which im-
pair the sovereignty of the weak or small countries. The
British delegate also asserted that protection of Laos by
the Southeast Asia Treaty does not contradict the neutral
status of Laos. This is strange logic. The primary con-
nolation of Laotian neutrality and respect for Laotian
neutralily is the non-participation of Laos in military
alliances and the abstention of the other countries con-
cerned from dragging Laos into connection with any
military alliance. But what the SEATO bloc has done
is exactly to impose on Laos from outside the status of
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the proteclorate of a military bloc. How can it be said
that this does not contradict the neutral stalus of Laos?
It is by this method that the United States has in the
past seven years interfered in the internal affairs of
Laos and violated the neutral status of Laos. We should
not allow the recurrence of the tragedy concerning Laos
which has happened since 1954. In order really to attain
the aim of respecting the independence and neutrality
of Laos, the Southeast Asia Treaty, which is incompatible
with the neutral status of Laos, must be abrogated.

Hoping for Speedy Progress

Mr. Chairman, nearly a month has passed since our con-
ference opened on May 16. Owing to various obstructions,
our conference has been frequently in recess during this
period. This is of course unsatisfactory. However, we
consider that there is no reason to be pessimistic about
the prospect of a peaceful settlement of the Laotian ques-
tion. The cease-fire in Laos is on the whole good, and
there are all the conditions for it to become better. No
little progress has been made in the Ban Na Mon talks
among the three sides in Laos. It is our hope that these
talks will speedily reach agreement in both the political
and the military fields. Prince Souvanna Phouma,
Premier of the Royal Government of Laos, and Prince
Souphanouvong, Chairman of the Neo Lao Haksat, have
agreed on the place of talks with the Boun Oum-Nosavan
cliqgue. I am sure that the delegations of many partic-
ipating nations share the Chinese Delegation’s ardent
hope that high-level talks among the three sides in Laos
will smoothly take place and speedily reach agreement
on the formation of a united national coalition government.

Report from Geneva

The Western World

HE Americans here in Geneva are making frantic at-

tempts to extricale themselves from the quagmire
into which they thrust themselves. On June 7, when
news of the victory of the patriotic Laotian forces at
Padong reached here, the Americans refused to con-
tinue the Geneva talks. This was followed by more
threats from Washington that the United States would
“walk out” of the conference and make fresh efforts at
military inlervention. But this hysterical tirade did not
last long. On June 8. Kennedy announced that the
U.S. delegates would remain in Geneva for the talks and
the U.S. press began hinting that there would soon be
a “break” in the “deadlock” at Geneva. This diplomatic
farce once again reveals the dilemma the United States
is in,

Crisis of U.S. Policy

Washington has met with defeat both in its desperate
struggles on the Laotian battlefields and in its stalling
and boycotting tactics at the Geneva talks. And this
crisis of U.S. policy in Laos is only one of the many it
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As for our conference, it is not without a hopeful side
either. The delegates of all the participating nations, in-
cluding the U.S. delegate, recognize the need to respect
the independence and neutrality of Laos. Up to now, no
delegate of any country has expressed himself against
taking the 1954 Geneva agreements as the basis of agree-
ment among us. Provided that all the participating na-
tions correctly understand this basis and really have the
sincerity to respect the sovereignty of Laos and to refrain
from interfering in its internal affairs, it will not be dif-
ficult for us to find ways to work out an international
agreement under which the participating nations jointly
undertake to respect the independence and neutrality of
Laos, and reach unanimity on the proper functions and
authority of the International Commission in Laos. At a
time when the Laotians are making great efforts to settle
the internal aspect of the Laotian question, it is my
hope that our conference will make speedy progress in
settling the international aspect of the Laotian question
free from further obstruction by the United States and its
followers. Of course, divergences are unavoidable when
we discuss matters of substance. We will yet meet with
difficulties of one kind or another. Nevertheless, Mr.
Chairman, I agree to a statement Mr. M.J. MacDonald
made on June 6: “If we negotiate these matters with
patience, tolerance and constructive resolution, we shall
reach complete understanding.” The Chinese Delegation
believes that there are all the conditions for our con-
ference to reach an agreement acceptable to all the par-
ties concerned and thus set an example of casing interna-
tional tension through negotiation.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Seen from Geneva

faces in various parts of the world. Kennedy began his
presidential career with the fiasco of the Cuban invasion.
Then, as the magazine Newsweek pointed out on May 29,
“crisis after crisis blew up” across the world and “the
alarm bells of trouble kept ringing.” U.S. News and
World Report carried an article in its June 12 issue listing
the defeats suffered by the United States. It wrote that
the Uniled States “is losing in Asia” and “is losing
prestige” in Latin America, while in Europe, U.S. policy
has left “an impression of weakness.”

According to the U.S. press, Kennedy’s recent speeches
have drawn a *“grim picture” of the West's prospects.
Kennedy declared that the “great battleficld” of the
United States in future is in Asia, Latin America and
Africa where it would have to cope with the surging
national liberation movements. In his television speech
on June 6 he admitted that the struggle which the United
Btates is waging in these areas “will be a continuing
crisis of this decade” and that the United States was
facing a “long and hard” struggle. Kennedy referred to
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the fundamental weaknesses of the United States in his
speech on June 8. He said: “There is no single action,
no new dramatic policy, which can, of itself, and almost
instantaneously, change basically the balance of power or
the balance of events in our favour or make our lot and
our way so much easier. . There are no easy and
quick solutions to the difficult problems that we face.”

Futile Schemes for the Future

What do the U.S. ruling circles infend {o do in the
future?

On the eve of the Vienna talks, Kennedy set forth
in his special message to congress a programme for
stepping up arms expansion with additional appropria-
tions. After the Vienna talks, the U.S. Senate-House joint
meeting passed a bill providing 12,500 million dollars for
arms purchases in the coming fiscal year, a larger amount
than that originally asked for by Kennedy. At the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee on June 8, the U.S.
Secretary of Defense requested a 2,000 million dollar ap-
propriation for foreign military “aid” in the coming fiscal
year. This too is bigger than the original amount asked
for by Kennedy.

There are still many in Washington who imagine
that the dispatch of U.S. marines would be “more effec-
tive” and “cheaper” than other methods. In the past few
days certain groups in the United States have clamoured
for direct U.S. military intervention in Laos. Republican
Senate leader Dirksen and other Republican leaders, for
example, have called for “vigorous moves,” declaring that
the United States should not waste ils energy on further
negoliations. But even The New York Times, in an
editorial on June 9, told them to keep cool and warned
that the “risks” involved in taking action instead of
negotiating were too great.

One of the methods recommended by Kennedy and
Johnson in their recent speeches is that the United States
should provide military advisers or “special forces,”
money and arms to support the reactionary forces in Asia,
Latin America and Africa. and train local “anti-communist
forces” to carry out “sub-limited war” or “guerrilla
warfare.” But the U.S. neo-colonialists can claim no
originality in this; it is in fact an old tactic of the
established colonialists in making “natives fight natives.”
So one may well ask: Where the old colonialists have
suffered defeat, can the new succeed? The United
States has pursued precisely this line of action in Laos
over the past seven years; and now it is compelled to
admit that this “investment” “has been wasted.” As to
“guerrilla warfare,” the United States carried out its
latest “experiment” in this by airdropping Laotian rebels
led by U.S. military advisers in Padong in the rear of
the Laotian patriotic forces after the cease-fire was
realized in Laos. The result of this is now known to the
whole world.

Kennedy has declared that the United States would
continue diplomatic negotiations on certain questions. At
the same time, he made it clear that in these negotiations
the goals of U.S. policy would remain unchanged. The
New York Times pointed out on May 29 that Dean Rusk’s
“outline for an international condominium in Laos was
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“a new concept and a dynamic one” in dealing with the
many emergent countries. What the United States is
trying to do, in fact, is to continue to control these
countries in every way through some kind of “interna-
tional machinery,” as it is trying to do in the Congo,
supplemented by U.S. “aid,” the “peace corps,” and other
gadgets. But the Geneva talks have shown that the
United States cannot achieve its goal. In Laos, as in all
other countries where the people’s forces have grown,
this neo-colonialist strategy can get nowhere.

Why U.S. Is Stalling in Geneva

U.S. press reports indicate that the great debate
within U.S. ruling circles on this or other future steps
is still in progress. This is why the U.S. Government is
stalling at the Geneva Conference. Right after it had
got the conference to postpone its sessions on the pretext
of the Padong events, a U.S. State Department spokesman
predicted on June 8 that “there may be from time to
time other postponements for a varicty of reasons.”
But did the United States gain anything from stalling
the conference? While it held things up at Geneva, it
attempted to cxtend the rebel-held areas by taking
advantage of the cease-fire. The only result was that it
has been severely condemned by world opinion, lost
politically and morally, and militarily reaped its own
bitter fruit. The United States hoped to win a respite by
stalling the conference, but time was not on its side.

One of the basic problems of the U.S. foreign policy of
aggression is that although the balance of forces in the
world has undergone a basic change in the years since
World War II, the United States is still clinging
to the goals of its global war strategy mapped out
according to the balance of forces fifteen years ago. The
painstaking attempt of Kennedy to deny in Paris that
the United States was declining precisely reveals that
decline. Kennedy, it appears, has failed to learn any
useful lesson from the series of defeats he has suffered.
In his speeches on June 6 and 7, he reiterated T.S.
ambitions for world hegemony. He said that the United
States must become the ‘“chief defender of frecdom” and
attain “leadership in a troubled world.” In his speech
on June 9, Johnson also insisted that the U.S. “frontline
of freedom,” as he called it. could not be on U.S. {erritory
alone but should include south Viet Nam, Thailand and
Pakistan. Though its strength is waning, the aggressive
greed of Wall Street remains insatiable. Naturally, no
matter what it does, its methods can never be effective.

Kennedy in the past criticized the former Republican
Administration for plunging the countiry into “crisis after
crisis.” Now, speaking on June 2, the newly elected
Chairman of the National Committee of the Republican
Party, William Miller, has charged that the Kennedy
Administration is “going from crisis to crisis, remedy to
remedy, each crisis producing a new remedy and each
remedy producing a new crisis.”

© * .

The old British and French colonialists, bruised and
battered as they are, are commenting with the wisdom
of hindsight on the fate of the Uniled States today.
Following the defeat of the U.S. invasion of Cuba, the
British Guardian wrote: “The United States has been
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blind to the realities of the twentieth century as Britain
was at Suez or France in Indo-China.” Referring to
the Laotian situation, the Sunday Times said that the
United States had repeated its mistakes of seven years
ago at the time of Dienbienphu. The Paris Le Monde
pointed out that the Americans were defeated in the
crisis they had created in Laos and that ‘“Western leaders
today have to agree to give up certain things in order
to save the rest.”

British and French Predicament

The British and French may well laugh at the United
States up their sleeves, but their own predicament is
far from being comfortable. As the Geneva talks show,
although Britain has occasionally shown some indepen-
dence in views and actions, it more often acts with an
eye for U.S. approval. But Kennedy is a bully; on his
recent European tour, while generously flattering de
Gaulle who had been kicking up a row with the United
States, he has cold-shouldered Britain. This has aroused
strong dissatisfaction in British ruling circles. On June
7, the London Times published an editorial which caused
a sensation in Britain. It said that Conservatives were
“hurt,” they “felt that President Kennedy's eulogies of

France were an indirect slap in the face [or Britain.”
This editorial was regarded by British political circles as
a strong indication of the growing demand that the
Macmillan government make a thorough reappraisal of
its policies.

The French Government is at present pursuing a
policy of going its own way, but it is being weighed
down with the growing burden of the colonial war in
Algeria. In the negotiations with the Algerian Provisional
Government, France has yet to show its willingness to
accept a genuine recognition of Algeria’s national rights.
Taking advantage of this weakness, the United States has
time and again brought pressure to bear on France. Fol-
lowing Kennedy’s visit to Paris, the French Delegation has
put forward in Geneva a plan for an international condo-
minium on Laos that has a U.S. trade mark clearly visible
on it. It has thus drawn strong condemnation on itself
and finds itself in the unenviable role of serving others at
its own expense.

U.S. policy is in deep crisis, and the prospects for
those who toe the U.S. line are far from being bright

either. That is how observers look at the Western world
from the window of Geneva.

—-J. M. C.
Geneva, June 11, 1961

The United Front—A Magic Weapon of the
Chinese People for Winning Victory

by LI WEI-HAN

Following is the second and concluding instalment
of a translation of an article published in the June 1, 1961
issue of “Hongqi,” fortnightly of the Central Committee
of the Chinese Communist Party. The first instalment
appeared in our last number. Subheads are ours. — Ed.

The National Anti-Japanese United Front

The national anti-Japanese united front was a broad
united front extending all the way from the working class
to a section of the big bourgeoisie. It included progres-
sive forces (workers, peasants, revolutionary intellectuals
and other sections of the petty bourgeoisie), middle-of-the-
road forces (mainly the national bourgeoisie and the
democratic parties plus some members of the powerful
local factions and other patriots) and diehard forces (that
is, the pro-British and U.S. big bourgeoisie represented
by Chiang Kai-shek). In view of this alignment of class
forces and the dual character of the Chiang Kai-shek Kuo-
mintang — its enforced resistance against Japan on the one
hand and its resolute anti-Communism on the other —
and in view of the mistaken one-sided policies of *“all
alliance and no struggle” and “all struggle and no alliance”
of the two preceding periods, the Party and Comrade Mao
Tse-tung, in the national anti-Japanese united front,
firmly upheld the independence and autonomy of the party
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of the proletariat, adopted the policy of “unity, struggle,
unity through struggle” and put into effect the policy of
“developing the progressive forces, winning over the
middle-of-the-road forces, and isolating the diehard
forces.” The entire Party, under the leadership of Comrade
Mao Tse-tung and through struggles, overcame the second
Wang Ming line which was similar to Chen Tu-hsiu’s ca-
pitulationism and occurred in the initial period of the War
of Resistance Against Japan. This erroneous line ignored
class differences within the united front, opposed drawing
lines of distinction between the left, the centre, and the
right, advocated that everything should be done with the
approval of the Chiang Kai-shek Kuomintang, and aban-
doned the principle of upholding the independence and
autonomy of the party of the proletariat and the policy of
unity and struggle. In putting the correct principle and
policies into effect, the Party and Comrade Mao Tse-tung
firmly grasped the key link having a decisive influence on
the overall situation, that is, going all out to mobilize the
masses, particularly the broad peasant masses and doing
everything possible to develop guerrilla warfare in the
enemy’s rear and expand the anti-Japanese popular armed
forces and anti-Japanese democratic base areas. To win
over the landlord class and those who were connected with
it to a joint resistance against Japan, the Party, during
the War of Resistance Against Japan, stopped implement-
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ing the policy of confiscating the landlords’ land and dis-
tributing it to the peasants and adopted in its place the
policy of reducing rents and interest rates. To bring the
initiative of national capital and private ente