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Laos in the Mirror of Geneva

by Israel Epstein and Elsie Fairfax-Cholmeley

Against the background of a factual account of the events of the past few years in Laos, a country
whose prominence in world headlines illustrates the importance of what has been going on there for the
world struggle for peace against imperialism, the authors give a first-hand account of recent happenings
and basic issues at the 1961 Enlarged Geneva Conference for the Peaceful Settlement of the Laotian Ques-

tion, which they covered as press correspondents.

The readers will see in this book how the United States, forced into negotiations at Geneva, has been
put in the dock in the eyes of the whole world and how its efforts to impose neo-colonialism on Southeast
Asia have been exposed both by its behaviour in Geneva and by the doings of its representatives in Laos

and neighbouring countries.

Isroel Epstein is the author of From Opium War to Liberation, previously published by the New World
Press, and other books on China. Elsie Fairfax-Cholmeley, a newspaperwoman, has done much writing on
both the old China and the new.

38 pp., with sketch map.
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Locust 'Tree Village

A Play in Five Acts

by HU KO

The swift-moving action of this play set in a typical north China village
£‘:¢“M c{ree covers the eleven heroic years which led from land reform and the ending of
*17;[[‘3:-” feudalism in the village, to the setting up of a socialist people’'s commune.

Hu Ko Landlord attempts to divide and confuse the peasants and smash the farm co-

operatives, and the struggle between those who want to advance the common
welfare and those who hanker after the old selfish ways provides tout dramatic
tension. Under the wise and patient leadership of the Communist Party, the
co-operative way of life soon shows its superiority and undreamt of prosperity

and happiness come to Locust Tree Village.
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ROUND THE WEEK

Prospects for Light Industry

“Good” is the word that sizes up the
situation facing China’s light industry.
Its future prospects are bright. In an
article recently published in Da Gong
Bao (L’Impartial), Wang Hsin-yuan,
Vice-Minister of Light Industry, has
this to say:

In 1958-60, the three big leap years,
the consumer goods industry made
tremendous progress. In this period
the average annual rate of increase in
the overall output value of light in-
dustry outstripped that during the
First Five-Year Plan (1953-57). The
targets for the paper and salt indus-
tries set for 1962, the concluding year
of the Second Five-Year Plan, were
reached ahead of schedule. New
branches of light industry were set up
and China is today able to mass pro-
duce wrist watches, cameras, sensitized
photographic materials, optical glass,
many kinds of plastic products, vari-
ous types of paper for industrial use,
and detergents.

Capital construction went ahead
fast by simultaneously building big,
medium-sized and small enterprises.
A better geographical distribution of
light industry was achieved. The new
capacity added in those three years
exceeded that created in the entire
First Five-Year Plan. There was also
a considerable expansion in the coun-
try’s capacity for designing and manu-
facturing equipment for light industry.
It is now producing complete sets of
equipment for paper making, sugar
refining, food processing, and for the
glass and ceramics industries.

Many raw materials that had to be
imported in the past are now being
home produced in increasing quanti-
ties. The heavy and chemical industries
too are giving energetic support to the
consumer goods industry. Factory-
made raw materials such as steel and
plastics are increasingly utilized. In
1959-61, there was a ninefold increase
in the number of wrist watches made
and a more than threefold increase in
the output of polyvinyl chloride prod-
ucts.

Last year, agriculture —the main
source of raw materials for light
industry — successfully withstood the

severe test of the third consecutive
yvear of adverse weather: it gathered
in a better grain crop than the pre-
ceding year. Stock breeding, pouliry
farming and other side lines are mak-
ing steady headway. Bigger indus-
trial crops are expected this year.

These are some of the reasons for
confidence that light industry will ful-
fil its main task this year — to achieve
further improvements in quality and
an increase in the variety of its prod-
ucts, a further rise in labour produc-
tivity and a reduction in costs.

3 Million Teachers

Some recently released statistics
show that China continues her rapid
rate of growth in education.

Now there are some three million
teachers in universities, colleges, mid-
dle and elementary schools through-
out the country. This is more than
three times the number of teachers in
1949, when the country was liberated.
In the past 12 years, the number of
faculty members in colleges and
universities has increased 10-fold and
those in middle schools almost 4.5-fold.

This increase in teaching staff is
coupled with a phenomenal increase
in the number of students and a cor-
responding increase in the number of
schools and colleges. Today well over
one hundred million people, or
roughly one-sixth of China’s popula-
tion, are studying in regular colleges
and middle and primary schools. This
figure, of course, does not include the
millions who are studying in spare-
time colleges, schools and classes.

In pre-liberation days it was impos-
sible to get proper tuition in China in
many important modern branches of
science and technology such as min-
ing, aeronautics, metallurgy, water
conservancy, petroleum, or automobile
engineering. Now there are popular
courses in universities and colleges.

Veteran professors and teachers
have made great contributions in
scientific research and in training
younger specialists. Thanks to the
democratic reform movements and
Marxist education, the great majority
of the older professors and teachers
have shed much of the old, bourgeois
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ideology and developed a new, so-
cialist outlook. Many noted scholars
such as the 80-year-old historian Chen
Yuan, the enginecr Liu Hsien-chou,
the architect Liang Szu-cheng and the
surgeon Huang Chia-szu have become
members of the Chinese Communist
Party.

In pre-liberation days professors
and teachers often found it hard to
earn a living wage and the progres-
sives among them were bitterly per-
secuted. Today the teaching profes-
sion is held in high esteem. Many
educators have been elected to local
people’s congresses to help rule the
country.

The many voung teachers, trained
in the post-liberation years, are play-
ing an important role in teaching as
well as in scientific research work in
the colleges. They are teaching most
of the courses in the modern
branches of science and technology in
the higher educational institutions.
Quile a number of them took up
teaching after they had completed
their post-graduate studies. In 1956
there were eleven times as many post-
graduate students in the colleges as in
1947. By 1958 more than 10.000 had
completed their post-graduate studies.

new

Over two million professional teach-
ers carry the main weight of teach-

After School

Woodcut by Tan Chuan-shu

ing in China's primary and middle
schools. In addition there are millions
of part-time teachers in the villages.
Many teachers' colleges have been set
up in recent years to meet the
ever growing demand for teachers.
Every province and autonomous region
in China has today got its own
teachers’ colleges and normal schools.

Grass-Root Agronomists

It has become a widely accepted
practice now for agricultural scientific
institutes and societies to extend mem-
bership to peasants who have shown
themselves to be specialists in farming.
Their practical experience has helped
to enrich scientific discussions and re-
search work.

In Honan recently veteran farmers
took part side by side with college
professors and research workers in
academic discussions sponsored by the
province's institutes of agricultural
science. During the forum on the close
planting of winter wheat, two veteran
farmers differed on the significance of
tillering. Each presented his case with
a full array of facts. Though their
views seemed contradictory, further
discussions revealed that their conclu-
sions were actually derived from two
sets of farming methods each suited
to its particular locality with different

conditions of fertility,
temperature and other
factors.

These findings were
of great importance to
local farming. While
scientific bodies reg-
ularly invite and get
the help of the peasant
experts at their forums
and discussions  on
various agronomical
problems, research
workers also go to the
rural people’s communes
to help the farmers sum
up their experience and
new findings.

In Kiangsi, south of
the Yangtse, many
peasants have become
special research mem-
bers of scientific insti-
tutes and with energetic
assistance from scien-
tific organizations have
helped to raise local
farm yields and improve
methods of cultivation.

Peng now a special
the Kiangsi

Academy of

Kuang-hsien,
research member of
branch of the Chinese
Sciences, is the farmer who initiated
the idea of going over from double-
cropping to treble-cropping in his pro-
duction brigade. This new method
helped to boost his brigade’s annual
vield of grain to nearly 1,000 jin per
mu last year.

More Technical Innovations

The Haining Farm Chemical Fac-
tory in Chekiang Province reports
that in the first ten months of 1961
it achieved 100-600 per cent increases
in the output of all its major products
—and with only half the former
labour force. Improvements in quality
too were marked. This was no miracle
but the result of technical innovations,
mainly the setting up of assembly
lines and the introduction of mecha-
nization. The many workers freed went
to reinforce other departments which
needed them.

During the past few years, such tech-
nical innovations by the mass of work-
ers have greatly assisted the raising of
industrial output. Workshops across
the country have their eyes constantly
cocked for worthwhile innovations.
Like their fellow workers in the
Haining Farm Chemical Factory,
industrial workers in other cities have
chalked up new records by bringing
about technical innovations.

Technical improvements proposed
last year by the Shanghai dockers
enabled ecach docker to handle 13
per cent more goods per shift than
before. Attention was particularly
focussed on reducing manual labour
by improving loading and unloading
machinery. Improvements in the
suction pipe installations and increased
air pressure enable the machines made
by the dockers last year to handle 100
tons of grain per hour, ten times more
than before.

Up in Harbin, one of the industrial
centres of the northeast, the efficiency
of more than one thousand old, belt-
driven machine tools that were trans-
formed in the 1960 drive was given a
further boost doubling or even quad-
rupling efficiency last year. Before
these technical improvements were
made, many factories in Harbin could
only turn out relatively simple prod-
ucts. Now they are capable of making
complete sets of equipment for the
chemical and coalmining industries.
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U.S. Anti-Communist Outrages Condemned

Chinese Communist Party Statement

® The persecution of the C.P.U.S.A. by the Kennedy Administration is a grave
step which intensifies the fascization of the country, a grave step in carrying
out, on a worldwide scale, new anti-communist and anti-popular actions and

promoting new schemes for war.

® The Kennedy Administration has done much evil since it took office and is
preparing to do still more and worse evil.

® The working class and all just and peace-loving people throughout the
world must be keenly vigilant; they must support the just struggle of the
American people and defeat the ferocious attacks of the American reac-

tionaries.

On January 15, 1962, the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China issued a statement condemning
the anti-communist outrages of the U.S. Government and
supporting the just struggle of the Communist Party of
the United States of America. Following is a translation
of the statement.—Ed.

HE U.S. authorities have announced that a trial of the
Communist Party of the United States of America
will begin on February 1 this year. Earlier, the ruling
group in the United States having brazenly declared that
the notorious “McCarran Act” and the anti-communist
membership clause of the “Smith Act” were constitutional,
ordered the C.P.U.S.A. to register as a “foreign agent,”
thus in effect outlawing the Party and permitting the
arbitrary imposition of drastic prison terms and impossibly
high fines on U.S. Communists and all other upright
Americans. This despicable persecution of the C.P.U.S.A.
by the U.S. reactionaries, represented by Kennedy, is a
ferocious attack on the working class and the progressive
forces of the United States. Internally, it is a grave step
which intensifies the fascization of the country. Inter-
nationally, it is a grave step for the carrying out of new
actions against the Communists and the people and for
the promotion of new schemes for war.

The C.P.US.A, in defence of the democratic rights
of the American people, in defence of the interests of
the working class and progressive forces of the United
States and in defence of the cause of world peace, has
sternly refused to register. The American Communists
are waging a dauntless struggle.

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of
China, on behalf of all the members of the Party and all
the Chinese people, strongly condemns this brutal action
of the U.S. Government against the Communists and
the people and firmly supports the heroic struggle of the
C.P.U.S.A. against the savage persecution by that Govern-
ment.

January 19, 1962

The reason why the ruling group in the United States
has chosen this moment for savage persecution of the
Communist Party and the progressive forces of the coun-
try is that it wants to intensify its extremely unpopular
foreign and domestic policies and must therefore be even
more unscrupulous in suppressing the masses of the
people. Since it took office, the Kennedy Administration
has done much evil. It is preparing to do still more
and worse evil. U.S. imperialism, while actively provok-
ing and expanding local wars of aggression, is speeding
its preparations for a new world war. The Kennedy
government is increasing its armaments at a rate and
on a scale unprecedented in history; it is stepping up the
militarization of the national economy and has increased
military expenditures to the highest level ever reached in
peacetime. The Kennedy government is not only continuing
its forcible occupation of China's Taiwan, of south Korea
and hundreds of military bases in foreign lands, it is also
engaging in armed aggression and war provocations in
Cuba, Laos, south Viet Nam, the Congo, West Berlin and
many other places and is sending its so-called “peace
corps” to carry on espionage and plot subversion every-
where. It is creating tension and menacing world peace.
Domestically, the Kennedy government is adopting policies
to reduce real wages, increase taxes and further lower
the people’s living standards, with the purpose of shifting
the economic troubles of the monopoly groups onto the
backs of the American people. Inevitably, this whole
series of reactionary policies is meeling with opposition
from the American people. The struggle of the workers,
the struggle of the Negro people and the widespread
struggle of all strata of the people against militarization
are developing vigorously in the United States. In these
circumstances, the ruling group in the United States
does not hesitate to adopt the methods used by Hitler,
Mussolini and Tojo, that is, under cover of anti-communism
they are carrying out fascization internally and paving
the way externally for world domination and the launch-
ing of world war. The vain ambition of the U.S. reac-




tionaries to crush the revolutionary struggles of the
peoples of the world and then to destroy the socialist
camp and rule the world was clearly expressed by
Kennedy in his interview with Adzhubei.* The working
class and all just and peace-loving people throughout the
world must be keenly vigilant, support the just struggle
of the American people and defeat the ferocious attacks
of the U.S. reactionaries.

By taking this further step in persecuting the
C.P.US.A. the ruling group in the United States has
completely exposed the so-called democratic system of
the U.S. as being, in essence, the dictatorship of the
monopoly capitalists over the working people and all
the progressive forces. What is called in the United States
the “welfare state for the whole people” is, in essence,
a paradise for the monopoly capitalists and spells nothing
but misery for the working people. The ballyhoo of
Kennedy and his kind about “respect for human rights”
and “liberty and equality for all” is a complete fraud.
The charges levelled against the C.P.U.S.A. by the
Kennedy government of being a “foreign agent,” of
“teaching the overthrow of the government by force and
violence,” etc., are nothing but a smoke-screen. The U.S.
reactionaries hate the C.P.U.S.A. precisely because it
safeguards the interests of the American people. For
more than 40 years, ever since its birth, the C.P.U.S.A.
has waged a stubborn and consistent struggle in defence
of the vital interests and democratic rights of the
American people, against racial discrimination and for the
realization of socialism in the United States. That is
why the enemies of the American people inevitably regard
the Communist Party of the United States as a thorn in
their flesh. In its history of struggle the C.P.U.S.A.
has been subjected to prolonged persecution — black-
listing, imprisonment, frame-ups, etc. — at the hands of
the U.S. reactionaries. Now the Kennedy government
has resorted to even more shameless means in the
attempt to destroy the C.P.U.S.A,, and in so doing it has
completely tossed aside the already tattered veil of U.S.
“freedom and democracy.”

By taking this further step in persecuting the Com-
munist Party of the U.S.A., the ruling group in the United
States has exposed itself more clearly as the enemy of
world peace, the enemy of the national-liberation move-
ment, the enemy of the international workers’ movement
and the arch-enemy of the peoples of all countries. The
US. reactionaries persecute the C.P.U.S.A. precisely
because the American Communists are fighters for world
peace and internationalists who sympathize with and
support the liberation struggles of the oppressed peoples
and nations of the world. Over many years the C.P.U.S.A.
has persistently opposed U.S. monopoly capital's policy
of arms expansion and war preparations and the
various aggressive wars instigated by the U.S. reaction-
aries. It has consistently opposed the colonial policy of

*For a comment on this interview, see Peking Review,
No. 50, Dec. 15, 1961, pp. 5-7. — Ed.
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the imperialists and the neo-colonialism of the U.S. im-
perialists in Asia, Africa and Latin America. The in-
tensified persecution of the C.P.U.S.A. by the American
reactionaries is, therefore, an attack on world peace, an
attack on the national-liberation movement, an attack on
the international workers’ movement and an attack on
the progressive cause of the people of all lands. The
ballyhoo of Kennedy and his kind about the “quest for
peace,” “general and complete disarmament” and “anti-
colonialism,” and his clamour about “free choice” of a
social system, are just so many deceitful words.

The tide of history is irresistible. The new, revolu-
tionary forces will ultimately replace the dying, reac-
tionary forces. Persecution of the people by the reac-
tionaries, no matter how fierce, has never changed the
course of history and can never change it; on the contrary,
it just awakens the people and makes them more
revolutionary. All revolutionary forces grow in the
struggle against the reactionary ruling groups and their
agents. Not only has the C.P.US.A. suffered prolonged
persecution by the ruling group of U.S. monopoly capital,
but it has also experienced sabotage from within by
revisionists such as Lovestone, Browder and Gates. The
C.P.U.S.A. was not destroyed, and will not be destroyed.
The intensified persecution of the C.P.U.S.A. does not
show that the U.S. reactionaries are strong or that their
rule is firm. On the contrary, it shows that they are
rotten and feeble, that they are afraid of the C.P.U.S.A.,
that they have no confidence at all in the future and
that they are at the end of their tether. For the U.S.
Communists, there will of course be many hardships and
twists and turns on the road ahead. But the dark night
will come to an end. The sparks of revolution spread in
the United States by such outstanding figures of the
American working class as William Z. Foster will even-
tually kindle a prairie fire. Definitely, the future of the
United States does not belong to the monopoly capitalists
but to the American working class and the American
people. The great cause of socialism and communism
will surely triumph in the United States.

The people of the United States are friends of the
Chinese people. They have strongly supported our revolu-
tion and construction. On our part, the Communist Party
of China and the Chinese people follow attentively and
with the greatest sympathy and concern the struggle of
the American people for peace, democracy and socialism
and express the deepest regard for the dauntless Com-
munists of the United States. The Chinese people have
always drawn a distinction between the U.S. imperialists
and the people of the United States. We have always
considered it our sacred internationalist duty to give
firm support to the just struggle of the American people.
We firmly support the just struggle of the C.P.U.S.A.
against persecution by the Kennedy government. We
know, without doubt, that a boundlessly bright future is
in store for the Communists and the people of the United
States and that they will certainly be victorious in their
struggle.

Peking Review
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RENMIN RIBAO

Firm Support for the Just Struggle of the
Communist Party of the U.S.A.

Following is a slightly abridged translation of the
“Renmin Ribao” editorial published on January 15, 1962.
Subheads are ours.—Ed.

HE U.S. reactionaries represented by John F. Kennedy
are whipping up a frenzied campaign at home
against Communists and against the people. They have
not only virtually outlawed the Communist Party of the
U.S.A,, but will go on to frame up charges at a “trial,”
directed against Communists and progressives in the
United States and aimed to strangle the forces of
democracy and progress in that country.

The frenzied attacks launched against the C.P.U.S.A.
by the U.S. ruling group are inseparably connected with
the reactionary policies, both domestic and foreign, now
being carried out by the Kennedy Administration. As the
Statement of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of China says, “This despicable persecution of the
C.P.US.A. by the U.S. reactionaries, represented by
Kennedy, is a ferocious attack on the working class and
the progressive forces of the United States. Internally, it
is a grave step which intensifies the fascization of the
country. Internationally, it is a grave step for the carry-
ing out of new actions against the Com-
munists and the people and for the pro-
motion of new schemes for war.”

The Kennedy Administration has
been chosen by the big U.S. monopoly
capitalist groups to carry out still more
bare-faced adventurist policies than
those pursued by its predecessor. Its
record in the past year has fully demon-
strated its monstrous aggressive and ad-
venturist character. It has done much
evil and will commit still more and
worse evil. This stepping up of the
persccution of the C.P.US.A. at this
moment is obviously for the purpose of
breaking the resistance of the people of
the United States so that it can per-
petrate that evil untrammelled and un-
restrained.

Kennedy's Global Strategy

Kennedy's rabid global strategic
plan is to stamp out the people’s
revolutions in the capitalist world em-
bracing two-thirds of the world’s popu-
lation and to restore capitalism in the

January 19, 1962

PEACEFUL WORLD

COMMUNITY OF FREE AND ' :
INDEPENDENT STATES g

Kennedy:

socialist countries, using the fake cry of “free choice.” In
his State of the Union Message delivered on January 11,
Kennedy made it quite clear that the United States would
embark on the “greatest adventure of the century” to
unify the whole world into a so-called “peaceful world
community of free and independent states.” That is to
say, to bring the whole world under U.S. control and
enslavement. According to a U.S.LS. New Year report,
Kennedy's comprehensive programme for world domina-
tion is this: The United States will strengthen the aggres-
sive Atlantic bloc in Europe while at the same time
tightening its economic control over the Western European
countries under the pretext of freeing the West from
the economic influence of the communist bloc. It will
continue to make use of the United Nations to push
forward its neo-colonialist policy. In Latin America, it is,
on the one hand, preparing to stamp out the Cuban peo-
ple’s revolution and on the other, will use such tools of
aggression as the “alliance for progress” in an attempt to
paralyse and split the national and democratic movements
of the peoples in the Latin American countries. It will
try to take advantage of the surging waves of indepen-
dence in the world and put up an “anti-colonialist”
signboard in order to replace the old colonialist forces and

Looking for freedom, independence and peace?
You've asked the right person.
Cartoon by Hua Chun-wu




obstruct and undermine the national-liberation movement
in the colonies and dependent countries. 1t will take one
step further in engineering an anti-communist and anti-
popular movement on a world scale, trumpet the
so-called “principle of self-determination” and “free
choice” and try to split the socialist camp and subvert the
socialist countries. It will continue to step up its arms
drive and war preparations in the attempt to maintain a
powerful military strength and a steadily growing econ-
omy, to launch aggressive local wars and make prepara-
tions for unleashing a new world war. Kennedy has
blustered about the need “to be prepared in the final
extreme to fight for our country — and to mean it.”

Frenzied Arms Drive

In the past year, as a result of the Kennedy Ad-
ministration’s frenzied arms drive and war preparations,
the U.S. military budget has been increased on three
successive occasions. Its military expenditure in 1961
accounted for 70 per cent of the U.S. expenditures for
the year totalling U.S. $96,200 million, the biggest amount
spent in peacetime. The United States has time and
again bragged about its “achievements” in the arms drive
and war preparations, boasting that powerful missiles are
stockpiled in its armoury and that construction of 40
Polaris submarines to be used for “destroying” the Soviet
Union and the other socialist countries is under way and
has been speeded up. Its army has been enlarged by
two divisions; its air force, by 12 wings; its naval fleets
in active service, by more than 70 vessels, The number
of men in uniform in its three services has increased
to 2.78 million, an addition of 284,000 men over 1960.
It has reinforced its conventional arms; the army’s pro-
curement funds rose from U.S. $1,440 million in 1960 to
U.S. $2,500 million in 1961. The United States has several
hundred military bases all over the world on which are
stationed large numbers of troops. Forty-two per cent of
the US. Army is being kept abroad. These, plus the
naval and air forces including the Sixth and Seventh
Fleets, are performing the duties of an international
gendarme. Of late, U.S. sabre-rattling has become more
and more unbridled. U.S. News & World Report has
openly advocated a type of war combining nuclear arms
with vast ground forces — “somewhat on the model of
World War I1.”

U.S. Imperialism — World Gendarme

Setting itself up as a world gendarme, U.S. imperial-
ism props up the most reactionary forces of the various
countries and outrageously interferes in their internal
affairs. It has tried to suppress the national-liberation
movement and the people’s revolutionary movement by
starting or expanding local wars. Soon after Kennedy
assumed power, it embarked on the military adventure of
an armed invasion of Cuba. When this failed, it made
further efforts to stir up riots inside Cuba. Of late, it
has stepped up its plots for new aggression against Cuba
and is coercing other Latin American countries into
undertaking a joint intervention against that country.

U.S. imperialism has persisted in blocking a peaceful
solution of the Laotian question and has been calling for
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a trial of military strength there. It has sent large numbers
of military personnel and large quantities of supplies to
south Viet Nam to take a direct part in the attempt to
suppress the struggle waged by the popular masses there
against the traitorous, reactionary rule of the Ngo Dinh
Diem clique. It continues to lend support to the fascist
puppet regime in south Korea, enslave the south Korean
people and obstruct the reunification of Korea by peace-
ful means. In implementing its sinister designs, it has
made use of the United Nations to carry out its neo-
colonialist policy, murdered Patrice Lumumba and
subverted the legal government of the Congo. It has
used the “United Nations forces” in the Congo in its
clashes with the old colonialism. It stood openly against
India’s recovery of Goa and is obstrucling the liberation
of West Irian by Indonesia.

Under the smoke-screen of “free choice” and “libera-
tion movement,” U.S. imperialism has never ceased its
subversive activities and sabotage against the socialist
countries. Using the “Berlin crisis” in particular as a
pretext, it has been sending reinforcemenis to Western
Europe, engineering provocations there, threatening the
German Democratic Republic and crying out for war.

U.S. imperialism persists in its policy of hostility
towards the Chinese people and of occupying China’s
territory of Taiwan by force. It has time and again used
the United Nations to attack and slander China, obstruct
the restoration of China’s legitimate rights in the United
Nations and interfered in China’s inlernal affairs by
getting the U.N. to adopt a resolution on the so-called
“Tibet question.” U.S. naval and air [orces have gone on
violating China’s territorial waters and air space. In 1961,
the spokesman of the Chinese Foreign Ministry served
52 grave warnings on the United States against such
provocations.

Wall Street Attacks the People

The Kennedy Administration has proved by its deeds
that the so-called ““quest for peace,” “general and complete
disarmament,” “opposition to colonialism,” “free choice”
of social systems and the other words which U.S. imperial-
ism has been shouting are nothing but lies to mislead the
people.

This is true both internationally and in the United
States as well. Since it came to power, the Kennedy
Administration has been launching further attacks on the
American people and pursuing the extremely reactionary
policy of turning the United States into a fascist state.

Frenziedly piling up more armaments and preparing
for war, the Kennedy Administration has burdened itself
with enormous military expenditures, resulting in a sharp
increase of America’s financial deficit. Last year this
amounted to U.S. $7.000 million. It has tried hard to
shift the burden onto the working class and other labour-
ing people. In addition to increasing taxation, it is taking
steps to limit wage increases and reduce real wages.
Today, unemployment in the United States constitutes a
scrious problem. By December last year, the number of
jobless workers rose again to four million and the number
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of people living on reliefl reached 7.5 million. Unemploy-
ment among the young people has become a conspicuous
label of the Kennedy Administration, for among those
who left school last year one million failed to find a job.

Under these circumstances, there is growing discon-
tent among the U.S. working class and the broad masses
of labouring people. In 1961, about 3,300 strikes broke
out in the United States, with 1.45 million workers taking
part. Campaigns against the U.S. government policy of
stepping up preparations for nuclear war and against its
warmongering, and movements in defence of peace have
spread to university professors and cultural and scientific
circles. In face of this mounting resistance from the
popular masses, the Kennedy Administration has stepped
up its persecution of the U.S. Communists, and using the
long “blacklists™ supplied by the “Un-American Activities
Committee” has illegally subpoenaed democratic, progres-
sive personages. Emboldened by the U.S. Government,
many fascist and racist organizations, the Ku Klux Klan
for one, have run wild, making unscrupulous attacks on
all who uphold democratic freedoms. There have been
frequent and bloody acts of persecution of the Negro
pcople. The doings of the Kennedy Administration in the
United States cannot fail to remind one of Hitler, the
fascist devil who in his time too started with attacks on
the Communist Party and then, in the name of anti-
communism, suppressed all progressive forces, suppressed
popular resistance at home, madly committed military
provocations and aggression abroad, and embarked on the
criminal road of unleashing World War II.

The latest anti-communist outrages perpetrated by
the U.S. reactionaries completely explode the big lie to
which Kennedy has always given so much publicity: that
the United States is the “most democratic country in the
world which enjoys the greatest freedom.” This lays bare
the ferocious face of U.S. imperialism. Today, the Ken-
nedy Administration is frenziedly persecuting the
C.P.US.A. on the one hand, while making a big to-do
about U.S. *“democracy” and preaching about a “free
choice” of social systems on the other. This glaring con-
trast, more than anything else, shows what Kennedy and
his ilk actually mean when they talk about “democracy”
and “freedom.”

“Dark Night Has 'Its End”

But the communist movement in the United States
is definitely not something that can be stamped out by
the U.S. monopoly capitalists. The rise of the communist
movement is an inevitable phenomenon in the historical
development of mankind, and the United States is
definitely no exception. As long as the capitalist system
and acute class contradictions exist in the United States,
there must without fail emerge a revolutionary party
of the proletariat in the course of the development of
the workers’ movement. The great cause of socialism and
communism will ultimately and completely triumph
throughout the world, the United States included. This
is inevitable. The anti-communist outrage perpetrated by
the Kennedy Administration will further reveal the reac-
tionary nature of U.S. imperialism, thereby raising the
political consciousness of the masses and bringing more
and more people onto the path of struggle.
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Kennedy's Rendezvous with Destliny Cartoon by Mi Ku

In his letter to Comrade William Z. Foster dated
January 17, 1959, Comrade Mao Tse-tung wrote:
“Although the Communist Parly of the United States is
temporarily in a situation which is none too smooth, your
struggle is highly significant and is bound to bear rich
fruit. Dark night has its end. The reactionary forces of
the United States are now running their heads into stone
walls everywhere, which shows that they will not have
too many days to live. Right now, over there in your
country, the situation in which ‘the enemy is strong and
we are weak’ is entirely a temporary phenomenon. It
will certainly develop in the opposite direction.” (See
Peking Review, No. 5, Feb. 3, 1959. — Ed.)

The U.S. reactionaries are baring their teeth and
stretching their claws; for the moment they are over-
bearing indeed. But this is by no means a sign of strength.
On the contrary, it merely serves to show up their decay
and decline.

We are firmly convinced that no matter how grave
are the difficulties confronting the revolutionary flighters
of the proletariat in the United States and no matter how
tortuous is the path they may have to traverse, it is im-
possible to stamp out the communist movement which
is rooted in the American people. As the Central Com-
mittee of the Chinese Communist Party points out in its
statement: “Definitely, the future of the United States
does not belong to the monopoly capitalists but to the
American working class and the American people. The
great cause of socialism and communism will surely
triumph in the United States.”




Socialist Solidarity

Closer Sino-Albanian Ties

N January 13, China and Albania signed five docu-

ments on economic, scientific and technical co-
operation. They are: 1) Agreement on the granting of
credits by China to Albania, 2) supplementary notes to
the protocol on the supply of complete sets of equipment
and on technical assistance to Albania by China, 3) pro-
tocol on the exchange of goods and payments in 1962
between China and Albania, 4) agreement on the use in
1962 by the Albanian Government of credits granted by
the Chinese Government and 5) protocol on the sixth
meeting of the Sino-Albanian Joint Commission for
Scientific and Technical Co-operation.

Five Agreements and Protocols

These agreements are the fruit of the talks between
the Chinese and Albanian Government Economic Delega-
tions on further strengthening the fraternal friendship
and economic co-operation between the two countries.

In accordance with the above agreements and pro-
tocols, China will supply Albania with grain, various
kinds of rolled steel, tractors, chemical fertilizer, paper
and other goods; Albania will supply China with chrome
ore, crude oil, copper, tobacco and other goods. China
and Albania will exchange scientific and technical ex-
perience and each will provide the other with scientific
and technical aid in various fields including textiles and
other branches of light industry, the chemical, building
and machine-building industries, public health and agri-
culture.

The two parties, says the press communique on the
Sino-Albanian economic talks, expressed great satisfaction
with the talks and held that the mutual help and co-
operation between the socialist countries, based on
Marxism-Leninism and proletarian internationalism, will
not only promote the common upsurge of the economies
of the two countries and benefit their socialist construc-
tion, but will certainly help enhance the unity and
strength of the socialist camp and defend the cause of
world peace.

The Albanian delegation was warmly welcomed by
the Chinese people. During the talks, Mao Tse-tung,
Chairman of the Central Committee of the Chinese Com-
munist Party, and Liu Shao-chi, Chairman of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, received Abdul Kellezi, Vice-
Chairman of the Albanian Council of Ministers, and the
other members of the delegation and had cordial talks
with them.

On January 13 Premier Chou En-lai gave a banquet
in honour of the distinguished Albanian guests. Although
China and Albania, Premier Chou said, are separated by
many mountains and seas, they are closely linked by the
great cause of Communism. Under the correct leadership
of the Albanian Party of Labour headed by their long-
tested leader Comrade Enver Hoxha, the heroic Albanian
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people, by working and struggling hard to make their
country strong, have overcome one obstacle after another
on their road of advance and gained important achieve-
ments in socialist construction. These achievements have
increased the strength of the socialist camp and inspired
the militant determination of the people of the other
socialist countries.

“The Chinese Government and people,” Premier Chou
said, “have always esteemed and admired the great efforts
made by the Government and people of Albania in inter-
national affairs. The Government and people of Albania
have consistently adhered to a foreign policy of peace,
resolutely opposed the policies of aggression and war of
the imperialist bloc headed by the United States, striven
for peaceful coexistence of nations with different social
systems, and actively supported the national-liberation
struggles of the Asian, African and Latin American peo-
ples, thus making outstanding contributions to safeguard-
ing world peace and promoting the cause of human pro-
gress. The glorious Albanian Party of Labour is a staunch
and militant Marxist-Leninist Party. It has consistently
held high the brilliant banner of Marxism-Leninism, has
been loyal to the principles of proletarian international-
ism, abided by the Moscow Declaration and the Moscow
Statement of the Communist and Workers' Parties, and
worked o strengthen the great unity of the socialist camp
and the international communist movement. It has firmly
defended the purity of Marxism-Leninism and waged an
uncompromising struggle against modern revisionism rep-
resented by the Tito clique of Yugoslavia. It enjoys
high prestige among the Chinese people and the working
people throughout the world.”

Growth of Friendship

Speaking of the Albanian delegation’s visit and the
signing of the documents by the two Governments, Premier
Chou En-lai said that these marked the further consolida-
tion and development of the friendship and unity between
the Chinese and Albanian peoples, founded on the basis
of Marxism-Leninism and the principles of proletarian
internationalism, and embodied the spirit of equality,
mutual benefit, mutual assistance and co-operation in
relations between socialist countries.

In his speech at the banquet, Vice-Chairman Kellezi
said that it was with great pleasure and satisfaction that
he had followed the constant strengthening and growth
of the fraternal friendship of the two peoples. The Gov-
ernment of the People’s Republic of China has shown
great concern for the question of economic co-operation.
The solution of this question has been a great help to
the socialist construction undertaken by the Albanian
people and the Albanian Party of Labour. This help has
enabled Albania to overcome its difficulties in socialist
construction; it amounts to sharing a part of those diffi-
culties. Despite temporary difficulties in recent years

Peking Review




caused by natural calamities unprecedented in a century,
Vice-Chairman Kellezi said, the glorious Chinese people,
the Chinese Communist Party and the Government of
the People’s Republic of China, acting in the spirit of
proletarian internationalism, have helped Albania with
new loans, increased the exchange of goods, set up a
joint stock shipping company and extended scientific and
technical co-operation to Albania. Vice-Chairman Kellezi
thanked China for its aid.

“The correct and principled policy of the People’s Re-
public of China,” the Vice-Chairman continued, ‘“has
enjoyed the respect and sympathy of the people of the
various countries. The People’s Republic of China is a
tremendous socialist force, a reliable support to the peo-
ple of many lands in their struggle for socialism, peace
and freedom. The glorious Chinese Communist Party
has held high the invincible banner of Marxism-Leninism;
it has been striving for the faithful implementation of the
1957 Declaration and the 1960 Statement of the Communist

Common Struggle Against U.S. Imperialism

and Workers' Parties; it has stood in the van of the
struggle to defend the purity of Marxism-Leninism from
being assailed by Yugoslav revisionism and modern re-
visionism.”

“We are proud,” he said, *“to have allies and
comrades-in-arms like the Chinese people, the Chinese
Communist Party and the Chinese Government in our
struggle for new victories. The Albanian people, rallying
like one man around the Albanian Party of Labour headed
by Comrade Enver Hoxha, will for ever be China's close
friends and allies.”

Vice-Chairman Kellezi, leader of the Albanian Gov-
ernment Economic Delegation, and Minister of Trade Kico
Ngjela, deputy leader of the delegation, and some mem-
bers of the delegation left Peking on January 15 for a
visit to south China. P. Shyti, deputy leader of the dele-
gation and First Vice-Chairman of the Albanian State
Planning Commission, and other members of the delega-
tion left Peking for home on the same day.

Chang Hsi-jo - Mosaburo Suzuki
Joint Statement

Chang Hsi-jo, President of the Chinese People’s
Institute of Foreign Affairs, and Mosaburo Suzuki, Ad-
viser to the Japanese Socialist Party and leader of the
party’s third delegation to China, issued a joint statement
in Peking on January 13. The following is the full
text. — Ed.

AT the invitation of the Chinese People’s Institute of

Foreign Affairs, the third delegation of the Japanese
Socialist Party headed by Mosaburo Suzuki arrived in
China on December 31, 1961, for a friendly visit. During
their stay in Peking, Chairman Mao Tse-tung received
Mosaburo Suzuki, head of the delegation, Kanemitsu
Hososeko, Tomomi Narita, Shichiro Hozumi, Makota
Chiba, Masashi Ishibashi, members of the delegation, and
Torao Takasawa, a staff member. Premier Chou En-lai
and Vice-Premier Chen Yi had a long, friendly and cordial
talk with all members of the delegation. The delegation
also called on Chang Hsi-jo, President of the Chinese Peo-
ple’s Institute of Foreign Affairs, and had friendly and
sincere talks with the delegation of the Chinese People’s
Institute of Foreign Affairs in order to carry forward and
extend the achievements made by the first and second
delegations of the Japanese Socialist Party which visited
China.

The two delegations discussed the present international
and Asian situation, particularly the question of Sino-
Japanese relations. In the course of the discussion,
both sides unanimously agreed that the present inter-
national situation is characterized by the fact that the
East wind has further prevailed over the West wind. The
anti-imperialist forces of peace, national independence,
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democracy and socialism all over the world have grown
enormously, and have surpassed the imperialist forces
headed by the United States. U.S. imperialism is the root
cause of tension in the world. In Asia, it is colluding with
Japanese imperialism and militarism, which are now being
revived, aggravating tension in Asia.

U.S. imperialism still occupies China’s territory of
Taiwan: in the U.N. General Assembly, it opposes the
restoration of the legitimate rights of the Chinese Peo-
ple’'s Republic and plots to create “two Chinas”; it sets
up military bases around China to step up its aggression
against China. U.S. imperialism continues its occupation
of the Japanese territory of Okinawa and Ogasawara; it
has military bases all over Japan; it concluded the new
Japan-U.S. military alliance and instigated the Ikeda
government and the south Korean puppet regime to hold
“Japan-south Korea” talks which are, in reality, a plot
to form a Northeast Asia military alliance.

U.S. imperialism interferes in and suppresses the
national and democratic movements in Asian, African and
Latin American countries; it revives West German mili-
tarism in Europe; it sets up aggressive military blocs on
a worldwide scale, seriously endangering the security of
the people all over the world. U.S. imperialism inten-
sifies the arms drive and war preparations at home,
placing a heavy burden of military expenditure on the
U.S. people. At the same time, the Kennedy Administra-
tion is suppressing the democratic movement of the
people of the United States.

Therefore, the struggle against U.S. imperialism is
the common militant task of the Chinese and Japanese
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CERTAINTY OF

Speaking at a banquet held in Peking on Junuary 12
in honour of the third Japanese Socialist Party Delega-
tion headed by Mosaburo Suzuki, Premier Chou En-lai
emphasized the certainty of final victory in the Chinese
and Japanese peoples’ struggle against their common
enemy — U.S. imperialism.

Premier Chou noted that a long time had elapsed
between the present visit and the visit to China of
Inejiro Asanuma, the late Chairman of the Japanecse
Socialist Party. During this period, the anti-imperialist
struggle of the peoples of the world had made big pro-
gress. In particular, he paid warm tribute to the great
struggle which the Japanese people, the Japanese Social-
ist Party and other progressive Japanese parties and
organizations had waged in 1960 and 1961 in opposition
to U.S. imperialist military occupation, the subservience
of the Japanese reactionary forces to U.S. imperialism
and their repression of the people, and for the abolition
of the Japan-U.S. “Security Treaty.” The Chinese peo-
ple, he said, follow with close attention the course of the
Japanese people’s struggle and admire their heroism;
Inejiro Asanuma, who gave his life for this struggle, is
particularly worthy of the Chinese people's admiration,
respect and remembrance.

The Japanese people now stand in the frontline of
the battle against U.S. imperialism in the Far East,
Premier Chou said. While the U.S. occupation forces
continue to trample on Japan’s beautiful land, bully the
Japanese people and show their hostility to them, the
latter have stood up courageously to U.S. imperialism
and the reactionary forces at home. The Chinese people
and peogle all over the world firmly support this just
struggle.

The Chinese people also suffer from U.S. imperialist
aggression, the Premier continued. U.S. imperialism
continues to occupy China’s territory of Taiwan. persists
in its hostility towards the People’s Republic of China,
obstructs the restoration of China’s legitimate rights in
the U.N. and plots to create “two Chinas.” The Chinese
people are waging a relentless struggle against US. im-
perialism, and in this they have the energetic support
of the Japanese people. the Japanese Socialist Party and
other progressive political parties and organizations in
Japan.

Premier Chou En-lai emphasized: “The objective
fact is, as Mr. Asanuma said, the Chinese and Japanese
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peoples have the same enemy, namely U.S. imperialism.”
The tasks of the two peoples, he noted, are also the
same, namely, to get rid of U.S. imperialist aggression
and occupation of their territories and bring about the
withdrawal of U.S. armed forces to the United States.
Precisely because of this, the peoples of the two coun-
tries inevitably encourage and support each other in
their common fight against U.S. imperialism.

Premier Chou added that the forms and methods
of struggle against U.S. imperialism by the peoples of
China and Japan should of course be decided in accor-
dance with the concrete conditions in the two countries,
the degree of consciousness of their peoples and the
progress of the struggle. The people of the two coun-
tries are carrying out independent struggles to preserve
their national independence and safeguard their national
sovereignty.

Nailing the deliberate lie spread by the reactionaries
that the mutual support of the two peoples in their
struggle against U.S. imperialism is aimed at forging a
military alliance, Premier Chou En-lai said: “This is
sheer fabrication. Different social systems exist in
China and Japan. China is a socialist country. The
Japanese people want to free themselves from U.S. im-
perialism’s military occupation and embark on the road
of full independence, peace, neutrality, democracy and
prosperity. Hence, our two peoples hold that the two
countries should live together in friendship in accordance
with the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence. This
stand is in the interests of the struggle of the two peon-
ples against U.S. imperialism. conducted independently
and determined each by itself.”

U.S. imperialism, the Premier pointed out, is hostile
not only to the peoples of China and Japan, but also to
people throughout the world; it is doing harm to the
American people as well. U.S. imperialism is trying to
achieve world hegemony and enslave the world's
people. Hence it has become the enemy of the people
throughout the world. Creating enemies in all parts of
the world, it is doomed to shameful defeat. On the other
hand, Premier Chou noted. “We have friends in every
corner of the world and will certainly win final victory.
Together with us, the people of the various countries
are waging the common struggle against U.S. imperial-
ism on all sides, and this will certainly lead to the
utter defeat of the policies of war and aggression of
U.S. imperialism.”

peoples, of the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America
and people all over the world. It is also a task of the
struggle of the people of the United States. The Chinese
and Japanese peoples share a like situation. Both are
waging resolute struggles against U.S. imperialism. These
struggles of the Chinese and Japanese peoples are struggles
waged independently by the peoples of the two countries,
each with the purpose of safeguarding the national in-
dependence and sovereignty of its own country. At the
same time, these struggles are objectively also the common
struggle against U.S. imperialism; they support and
stimulate each other. *“U.S. imperialism is the common
enemy of the Japanese and Chinese peoples,” the well-
known statement by Inejiro Asanuma, head of the second
delegation of the Japanese Socialist Party which visited
China, correctly points out the above-mentioned facts and
is in complete conformity with objective reality. Both
sides unanimously hold that this spirit of Inejiro Asanuma
should be carried forward and that it will continue to
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encourage the Chinese and Japanese peoples in their
struggle against U.S. imperialism.

Both sides unanimously hold that the factors in the
world which oppose the imperialist policies of war and
aggression and uphold world peace are: (1) the socialist
camp which has become a world system; (2) the non-
committed countries and countries of peaceful neutrality
which are increasing in number; (3) the national-inde-
pendence movement which is surging ahead; (4) the
democratic forces centred around the working class in the
capitalist countries which are growing; (5) the forces of
the world’s people in defence of peace which are growing.
Provided these five forces unite more closely and struggle
resolutely against imperialism headed by the United
States, the fight in defence of world peace and against
the imperialist policy of aggression will surely be vic-
torious.

The two sides also exchanged views on the following
questions.
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The Japanese Socialist Party Delegation makes it clear
that the Japanese Socialist Party is willing to work for
the establishment and expansion of relations of peace and
friendship among all countries in Asia, in accordance with
the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence and the Ten
Principles of the Bandung Conference. The policy of
neutrality of the Socialist Party, based on the Five Prin-
ciples of Peaceful Coexistence, the Ten Principles of the
Bandung Conference and the basic spirit of the Peace
Constitution of Japan, is: not to join any military bloc,
not to allow any foreign military bases, and to strive for
the elimination of all military blocs and thereby bring
about peaceful coexistence. However, since the Japan-U.S.
“Security Treaty” has created the present situation where-
by Japan is linked with the United States in a military
alliance, the prerequisite for achieving Japan’s neutrality
is that it must, first of all, abolish the Japan-U.S. “Security
Treaty” and implement the stipulation in the Japanese
Constitution that the country should not possess any
armaments. The transformation of Japan into a neutral
country without armed forces would be the greatest
guarantee of peace in Asia.

Regarding this point, the Chinese side holds that
Japan’s neutrality will be achieved only when the Japan-
U.S. “Security Treaty” has been abolished, and Japan,
having shaken off U.S. imperialist control, has achieved
complete independence. The Chinese side makes it clear
that, in such circumstances, China would not ask Japan
to conclude a military alliance with it. The choice of
Japan’s social system is a question for the Japanese people
themselves to decide. In this sense, the Chinese side sup-
ports the Japanese Socialist Party's policy of neutrality.

II

The Japanese Socialist Party Delegation holds that the
conclusion of a collective security treaty among the
countries of the Asian and Pacific regions, particularly
between China, Japan, the Soviet Union and the United
States, would be a guarantee for Japan’s neutrality and
for peace in Asia and the rest of the world. The Chinese
side supports this view. Both sides also unanimously
agree that before the conclusion of such a collective security
treaty, provided Japan abrogates the Japan-U.S. “Security
Treaty” and the Japan-Chiang Kai-shek clique treaty,
eliminates all foreign military bases and brings about the
normalization of Sino-Japanese relations, a bilateral treaty
of friendship and mutual non-aggression between China
and Japan may then be concluded as a first step. This
is an effective way of achieving collective security. The
Chinese side makes it clear that with the conclusion of a
Sino-Japanese treaty of friendship and mutual non-
aggression, the provisions of the Sino-Soviet Treaty of
Friendship, Alliance and Mutual Assistance for the pre-
vention of the resurgence of Japanese militarism will auto-
matically become null and void.

I

Both sides hold that in order to safeguard world
peace, the greatest effort must be made to ban nuclear
weapons, do away with all foreign military bases, strive
for general disarmament, support national and democratic
movements, ease international tension and achieve peace-
ful coexistence. In particular, it is of paramount im-
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portance for the preservation of peace in Asia to establish
a nuclear weapon-free zone in Asia and the Pacific region,
including the United States.

v

The Japanese Socialist Party Delegation holds that the
conclusion of a Japanese-Soviet peace treaty will serve to
strengthen friendly relations between the two countries
day by day and be of great significance in the preserva-
tion of peace in Asia. The Japanese Socialist Party makes
it clear that it will make efforts to promote the conclusion
of this treaty. The Chinese side appreciates this view.

A"

The Japanese Socialist Parly Delegation expresses its
firm opposition to the “Japan-south Korea talks” now in
progress, because they are closely connected with the con-
clusion of a Northeast Asia military alliance and this
would make the peaceful unification of Korea impossible.
The Chinese side supports this view.

VI

Both sides hold that recent military intervention by
the United States in Laos and the southern part of Viet
Nam is an illegal encroachment upon the sovereignty of
these countries and has aggravated the tense situation in
Asia. This is absolutely intolerable. The way to peaceful
settlement of the Indo-China question lies in full imple-
mentation of the 1954 Geneva agreements on Viet Nam
and the promotion of the success of the enlarged Geneva
Conference on the peaceful settlement of the Laotian
question,

vl

The Japanese Socialist Party Delegation notes that the
normalization of Sino-Japanese relations is at present
obstructed by the policy of hostility towards China pursued
by U.S. imperialism and its follower, the Ikeda govern-
ment. The Japanese Socialist Party Delegation empha-
tically points out that at the 16th U.N. General Assembly,
the Ikeda government, toeing the U.S. line, was one of
the countries which submitted the “important matter”
resolution, actively obstructed the restoration to the Peo-

A Mobilizing Factor

The signing of the Chang Hsi-jo-Mosaburo Suzuki
joint statement is a major event not only for the Chinese
and Japanese peoples, but also in the worldwide struggle
against U.S. imperialism as well, declared Liao Cheng-
chih, Chairman of the Chinese Commitiee for Afro-Asian
Solidarity, at a farewell reception in honour of the
Japanese Socialist Party Delegation.

The joint statement, he noted, will play an active
role in promoting the militant friendship between the
Chinese and Japanese peoples. It reflects their firm
determination to fight against the common enemy — U.S.
imperialism. It clearly points out that this struggle is
the common militant task not only of the Chinese and
Japanese peoples, but also of the peoples of Asia,
Africa, Latin America and the rest of the world. This
will have a great mobilizing effect, further stimulating
the anti-U.S. imperialist struggle of the Chinese and
Japanese peoples.
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Pen Probes

Selling Uncle Sam’s Image

“Nation’s Image Can Be Sold Like Soap,” headlined
The New York Times in a recent issue. Then followed a
lengthy report on American advertising men’s ideas of
how to reinstate Uncle Sam in the world’s affections.

Leading lights of the Madison Avenue advertising
world, according to the Times, “deplored the way the
United States was losing the propaganda war.” One of
them remarked: “The United States is competing for the
minds of men across the world in nearly a hundred lands,”
but “our sales curve would cause alarm in the office of
any sales manager. Our share of market is decreasing.”

So, clearly, something has got to be done to save the
situation.

But what? Two schools of thought emerged, the
Times disclosed. One contended: “Precisely the same
techniques are applicable in selling America as in selling
soap. We can do the job.” “Let the country use its trained
advertising skills quickly.” They called for the establish-
ment of a “Department of World Affairs” which in con-
junction with the Department of State and the U.S. In-
formation Agency would grapple with the problem.

The other school was not so sure about all this. It
claimed that “the process of advertising soap basically
revolves around the selection of some product character-
istic” which, in Madison Avenue jargon, is known as a
“unique selling proposition.” The selection having been
made, this characteristic must be “dinned into the head
of the consumer.”

But what are the “unique selling propositions” of the
US.A.? These “brand promotion” experts thought nei-
ther “economic might” nor “military might” would do the
trick. “Political freedom” seemed a good bet, but again
they hesitated, because “freedom is a far more complex
idea to get over than, say, sudsing quality. And there is
a serious question as to whether this idea lends itself to
development in an advertising campaign.”

Their doubts are understandable. And the reasons
are not far to seek.

Glancing through the same issue of the Times, you'll
find plenty of “product characteristics” of the U.S. brand
of “political freedom.”

On its front page, for instance, the Times reported:
“Rusk sees Franco and lauds Spain,” “the Secretary’s
friendly references to Spain were highly gratifying to
officials here [in Madridl.” Well, you know a man by his

friends. This “characteristic” certainly won’t sell so
easily among those who uphold freedom from fascism.

On its editorial page, the Times expounded Washing-
ton’s official line by labelling India’s recovery of Goa a
“military invasion,” and Indonesia’s resolve to liberate
West Irian, a “threat to attack Netherlands New Guinea.”
Both were “tragic and childish,” it said. This “proposi-
tion” obviously won’t help “sell America” to those seeking
freedom from colonialism.

Other “product characteristics” of U.S. “political free-
dom,” advertised in the Times’ news columns, include:

Police rule — “Despite the theoretical Federal ban,”
a report said, “state officials have made widespread use
of wiretapping.”

Racism — “The domestic drama of sit-ins and Free-
dom Rides,” another report said, has *“produced mass
arrests of demonstrators — about 4,500 of them so
far — mostly Negroes.”

Apparently not much “sudsing quality” is available
for the Madison Avenue men to work on. In fact, when
they boast of their ability to “sell America” “as effec-
tively as cornflakes or soap,” these gentlemen from New
York would do well to remember that their colleagues in
Washington are no novices at this trade. Take a look at
these “selling slogans” already coined by Kennedy’s idea
men and ghost writers: “new frontiers” and “peace
corps,” “alliance for progress” and “food for peace,”
“operation kinship” and “people-to-people program,” a
“human rights week” in addition to Eisenhower's “cap-
tive nations week,” the “clean
bomb” plus the *“fall-out
shelter.” . . . Now you have
a measure of their flair for
word spinning. Such in-
genuity could turn many an
advertising man green with
envy. But, for all these high-
pressure methods, “buyers’”
resistance seems to have
grown. Uncle Sam is still
seen as “The Ugly American”
and every day that image
grows uglier in the eyes of
the world.

As a Chinese saying goes,
you can’t pass off a fish eye
for a pearl. In “selling Amer-
ica to the world,” can Madi-
son Avenue succeed where
Washington has flopped?

“All I need now is a little
more glamour and I'll
really look like an angel.”

ple’s Republic of China of its legitimate rights in the U.N.,
and pushed ahead the “two Chinas” plot. The Japanese
Socialist Party Delegation expresses its opposition to the
policy of hostility towards China, declares its basic stand
that there is only one China and will fight for Sino-
Japanese friendship and restoration of normal relations
between the two countries. The Chinese side expresses its
endorsement and gratitude for this.

Both sides indicate that they will strive continuously
to develop friendly trade between the peoples of the two
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countries and to promote the achievement of a trade agree-
ment between governments on the basis of the three
political principles and the three principles on trade.*

Both sides unanimously agree that to expand cultural
contacts and the exchange of visits between the peoples
of China and Japan, who have had close ties historically,
geographically and culturally, will be conducive to the pro-
motion of friendly relations between them.

* Refer to Peking Review, p. 25, No. 37, 1960. — Ed.
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Better Medical Care for the People

Chinese Medicine Thrives on Modern
And Traditional Methods

by LIANG YIN

RADITIONAL Chinese medicine has come into its own
since liberation. It is characteristic that over the last
few years in Peking, Shanghai, Hankow and other major
cities hundreds of doctors of the Western school have
been working and studying with veteran doctors of the
traditional school of Chinese medicine and have com-
pleted their two-year courses with a new and informed
respect for the achievements of the traditional school.
A national conference on bone disorders, the first of its
kind, was held in Tientsin early this month. In many
of the two hundred papers read and discussed, bone
specialists from all over the country described the excel-
lent results got by applying the methods of traditional
Chinese medicine in treating fractures. They brought
ample evidence that a therapy combining traditional Chi-
nese and Western medicine makes for better and quicker
healing. In looking after the people’s health, traditional
Chinese medicine is playing a bigger and more beneficent
role than ever before in all the past centuries of its his-
tory.

A Treasure-House of Medical Knowledge

Traditional Chinese medicine is a treasure-house of
tested medical knowledge. It dates back to antiquity,
China being one of the world’s earliest pioneers in
medical studies. Its oldest extant medical treatise, the
Huang Di Nei Jing (Yellow Emperor’s Manual of Internal
Medicine), was written more than 2,000 years ago. Another
great work, translated into many languages and known
throughout the world, is the Ben Cao Gang Mu (Com-
pendium of Materia Medica) by the famous Ming
pharmacologist Li Shih-chen (1518-93). This is a summary
of the medical experience of the Chinese people up to
the 16th century. It records every kind of medicine used
in China before that period along with some ten thousand
prescriptions in use at that time. But these and other
books, important as they undoubtedly are, form only a
part of the heritage of Chinese medicine. There is,
besides, the knowledge in the minds and hands of tradi-
tional practitioners in every city, village and hamlet
throughout the land. Much of this knowledge of healing
and the use of herbs is fairly commonly known, but there
is still a good deal of it which is in the possession of only
a few and has not been recorded in medical works.

This rich fund of medical lore was, however, neglected
under Kuomintang rule by an officialdom blinded by
anti-popular ideas and a colonial mentality of servile
worship of “the West,” and doctors of traditional Chi-
nese medicine were harshly discriminated against. In
1929, there was even an attempt by the Kuomintang to
have all traditional doctors barred from practice. But

January 19, 1962

the order met such a wave of public protest that it could
not be enforced. Still doctors of the traditional school
were spurned by those trained in Western methods; many
were persecuted and had to turn to other professions for
a living. The policy of the Chinese Communist Party
and the People’s Government, however, is to encourage
the traditional doctors to use and develop all that is
valuable in their knowledge and to call on doctors of
the Western school to learn from, collaborate with and
assist them.

Integrating Chinese and Western Medicine

Modern medicine, generally known as Western
medicine in China, was introduced to the country only a
little over a hundred years ago. Before liberation, there
was no collaboration between its doctors and those of
the traditional school. In New China the vigorous policy
pursued to change this has been successful and now
practitioners of the two schools of medicine are working
closely together.

Since 1955, special training classes have been set up
all over the country (with the exception of a few areas)
for doctors of the Western school to study such subjects
as the history of Chinese traditional medicine, its theory
and practice, classics of Chinese medical literature, internal
medicine, surgery, gynaecology, paediatrics, orthopaedics,
acupuncture and massage. Graduates from these special
classes are now combining modern scientific knowledge
and methods with the theories and clinical experience of
traditional Chinese medicine in treating the sick. They
engage in research on Chinese medicine and some of them
have written treatises on the subject. Others have helped
veteran traditional physicians sum up and record their
valuable experience.

Doctors of the Western school who have undertaken
or are undertaking these special courses in various parts
of the country include leading physicians, professors and
lecturers as well as graduates of medical colleges. They
find their newly acquired skill serves them to good
advantage. In treating acute appendicitis, for instance,
where the Western treatment indicates an operation,
doctors of traditional Chinese medicine can effect a cure
(when there is no danger of perforation or peritonitis)
with drugs or by acupuncture. By combining Chinese
and Western medicine, doctors are now in a better
position to decide whether an operation is really necessary.

In the treatment of bone fractures, Chinese medicine
has won wide renown. It combines oral medicines,
external medication, reduction of the fracture and splint-
ing to achieve rapid union and recovery of function.
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Modern techniques, such as X-rays and anaesthesia, are
now made use of.

Many other examples could be cited to illustrate the
fruitful results of the policy of encouraging and enabling
doctors of the Western school to study Chinese medicine,

and vice versa. It has greatly assisted the general practice
of medicine in China.

Training Young Doctors

In addition to the special classes which are most
frequently attended by senior doctors, a number of other
ways of training young doctors have been employed. One
is the establishment of colleges of traditional Chinese
medicine. In 1956, four were set up in Peking, Shanghai,
Canton and Chengtu. Since 1958, about twenty others
have been established in various parts of the country with
thousands of students studying under experienced practi-
tioners. In these colleges, 70 per cent of the curriculum
relate to Chinese medicine —its theory and practice —
and 30 per cent to Western medicine. Secondary schools,
specializing in medical subjects, have also been set up in
large numbers and have proved an important auxiliary
to these colleges.

Another way, popular with both the master physicians
and the young learners, is the “master-apprentice”
method. At present, tens of thousands of young people
are “apprenticed” to experienced physicians throughout
the land. Many of the “apprentices” have several years
of training in Chinese medicine behind them, others are
graduates from the medical colleges of the Western school.
In the Institute of Traditional Chinese Medicine in
Peking, there are more than thirty well-known doctors of
Chinese medicine who have been invited from different
parts of the country to engage in research and consulta-
tions. All are now well over 60 ycars old and are experts
in their own field. Since 1958, more than a hundred
doctors of the Western school, who have received some
training in Chinese medicine, have been selected to work
under them as “apprentices.” Studying the important
Chinese medical classics and working under the guidance
of the experts, these doctors have made remarkable pro-
gress. Some of them can now practise Chinese medicine
on their own while a few have acquired the highly

specialized methods of their teachers in treating difficult
cases.

Collecting Special Remedies

A mass campaign to collect traditional remedies has
been in progress throughout the country ever since 1954.
This work is being led by special groups, organized by
the various provinces, autonomous regions, municipalities,
counties and townships. These groups have carried the
campaign out among the people, sought out the traditional
practitioners, explained the Party and Government’s
policy towards Chinese medicine and worked out the best
ways of tapping and developing the treasure-house of
Chinese medical lore.

The campaign has paid off handsomely in many
ways. It has revealed the number of doctors practising
traditional medicine in the couniry and in what fields
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they are specialists. The most experienced among them
have been invited to practise in state hospitals or to teach
in the newly established schools of traditional medicine.
Traditional practitioners have met the survey groups
with tremendous enthusiasm. They no longer keep their
knowledge to themselves but have one after another
presented their remedies as gifts to the state. Within a
few months of the start of the campaign, hundreds of
thousands of these remedies were collected and recorded,
many of them proving very effective.

Before liberation, these remedies were treasured as
heirlooms and were seldom, if ever, made known to the
public. This was understandable in a society where the
working people had no guarantee of a decent living. This
knowledge was all they had to fall back on in time of
need. Now in the new society, with full employment for all,
selfish thoughts of material gain are losing out in com-
petition with the socialist ideal of selfless service for the
common good.

Many moving stories were told of doctors of the
traditional school coming forward with secret remedies or
rare manuscripts which had been handed down from
their ancestors. Yu Ting-hsin, 7l-year-old traditional
practitioner of Chichun County, Hupeh Province, gave
five medical books his father had left him, a special book
on acupuncture for which he had paid 200 silver dollars
and many special remedies which he himself had worked
out. “I treasured these things before liberation above
everything else,” he said. “My father was a doctor of
Chinese medicine, so are my four brothers. Since I am
the eldest, my father gave the books to me. He said they
should on no account be made public, but should be
given to the right man at the right time and place. The
Party and Government have called on us all to do every-
thing to carry on and develop our medical tradition. I
have no doubt that the present is the right time and this

is the right place and I want to make my contribution
here and now.”

Large-Scale Research

In the hundreds of research institutes that have been
established across the country, systematic investigation
is carried out on the remedies and prescriptions that have
been collected. The collecting, compiling and study of
ancient Chinese books is part of this research. In conjunc-
tion with the Peking Library and 61 other big libraries
in various parts of China, the Institute of Traditional
Chinese Medicine in Peking has compiled and made
available to doctors all over the country a comprehensive
list of Chinese medical books in their collection. New
editions of the main Chinese medical classics have been
published, and rare old medical books and new works are
being brought out in large numbers for medical students.
In the ten years between liberation and August 1959, for
instance, the People’s Health Publishing House in Peking
published over two hundred titles of medical books with
a circulation of more than six million copies. Such a thing
was unheard of in the past.

Chinese medicine, which formerly had no place in the
big hospitals, is now practised in special departments
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in all the leading medical institutions while hundreds
of new hospitals have been built especially for treating
patients according to traditional Chinese methods.

Doctors of traditional Chinese medicine today enjoy
the respect of the whole people. Quite a number of them
have been elected deputies to the National People's Con-
gress or have become members of the Chinese People’s
Political Consultative Conference. Some of them hold

Rural People’s Commune

A Farm Canal

important positions in public health institutions or in
hospitals as leading administrators or senior doctors.

The policy of using the stores of knowledge gathered
through the ages along with the most modern techniques
has enriched the general development of Chinese medical
science. With the old flowering sturdily beside the new,
China’s medical science is well set to provide increasingly
better service for the nation.

Network

by YANG TSO

HE peasants on the plain north of the Huai River near
China’s eastern seaboard have developed a canal net-
work which ingeniously serves the triple purpose of drain-
age, water storage and irrigation. The members of the
Jilunsai People’s Commune in that area have such a high
regard for their network that they have written apprecia-
tive slogans on their walls: “Long live the people’s com-
mune! Long live the canal network!”

No visitor is long left in doubt as to the reasons for
this enthusiasm. Eager commune members will soon give
him the example of the events of last summer. The autumn
crops were in mid growth when a sudden drought hit the
commune. [t lasted 45 days, but at the first sign of danger
the canal network waters were drawn upon and disaster
was averted. Per-mu autumn yields were maintained at
the same level as in 1960, a good harvest year. At year’s
end, however, the commune members’ income was double
what it was in 1960 because of increased earnings from
forestry and other side lines many of which are connected
directly with the canal network.

Before the Scheme

That result was all the more remarkable because this
great plain north of the Huai in north Anhwei was for
centuries before liberation regularly subject to drought and
water-logging. Jilunsai Commune lies in Woyang County
in the heart of this area so its people have experienced all
the miscries that resulted from their situation. There were
no adequate water conservancy measures then to handle
natural calamities. The majority of the peasants lived per-
petually on the verge of starvation and had nothing to
invest in such projects. The corrupt Kuomintang authori-
ties lined their own pockets with the proceeds of taxes and
levies, so that no state [unds were allocated for water con-
servancy works,

In those days the 34,000 mu of mostly low-lying farm-
land which is now the Jilunsai Commune was cut by two
shallow 3-metre-wide ditches serving mainly for drainage.
Between 1932 and 1942 it suffered three times from drought
and seven times from water-logging. The ditches were
inadequate to handle the big runoff of water that came
with the summer rains, and water-logging resulted. A

January 19, 1962

large area of land, suitable for raising two harvests a year,
yielded only one harvest of winter wheat. Grain yields
were low, averaging only 60 jin per mu for wheat or sor-
ghum. A farmer who raised a 100 jin per mu thought him-
sell exceptionally lucky. Most peasants, as a local saying
went, “ate chaff mixed with vegetables six months in each
year.” Many others didn’t even have that but were forced
to beg.

In 1950, the Jilunsai farmers organized mutual-aid
teams, their first co-operative farming units. Later these
developed into co-op farms. By the spring of 1958, pooling
their labour and other resources, these co-ops had dug a
large number of ditches and ponds in co-ordination with
the big state projects to harness the Huai River and its
tributaries. These measures combined already greatly
reduced the twin threats of flood and drought and grain
yields rose substantially.

The Canal Network Grows

The recurrent cycle of water-logging and drought on
the northern sector of the Huai River plain raises special
problems in water conservancy. Flood and water-logging
constitute the main threat so the local people at first
naturally tended to give more thought to problems of
drainage. But they soon found out that this is not the ideal
solution. By distharging excess water immediately into the
rivers they found they were depriving themselves of water
which they could well use should a spell of drought come
in the later part of the same year as it frequently did.

IL became clear that storage of water was both desir-
able and necessary. This was the genesis of the idea of
building the canal network. It was planned to cut a series
of connecting canals to link up the ponds and wells of the
farm so that in case of drought the farm could make use
of water from all these sources: both the wells (subsurface
water) and the excess rain and flood waters stored in the
ponds and canals themselves. This system was tried out
on a small scale and found effective. The local people’s
government then made a thorough study of it, confirmed
its value and gave full support to the full-scale canal net-
work projected in 1958.
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It was in that same year that the 3,000 households of
the Jilunsai district agreed to form a people’s commune.
In the winter of that year and the following spring, 5,000
commune members started to cut the canals. Neighbouring
communes had embarked on similar projects so the prob-
lem of proper co-ordination of plans and work was easily
solved. Jilunsai built 10 canals from 30 to 40 metres wide,
numerous ditches and larger ponds. The web of channels
reached every part of the commune farm. Nearly every
plot of cullivated land was brought under irrigation.

Handling Flood and Drought

Over the past years the canal network has amply
demonstrated its ability and worth. A rainfall of over 30
cm. in the one month of July 1960 would have spelled dis-
aster in the old days, but that year not a single mu of
commune land was water-logged and yields were rated at
a fairly high level too. When a similar heavy cloudburst
occurred in the summer of 1952, nearly half of the autumn
crops on what are now the commune’s lands were flooded
and the peasants suffered heavy losses.

Just a few months after the canals were completed, a
100-day drought struck the area. It lasted throughout the
late summer of 1959. The canals, augmented by waters
from the commune’s wells, adequately irrigated the 20,000
mu of autumn crops. The drought was conquered and a
bumper harvest garnered. Local farmers compared this
with what happened in 1953. Then they had just set out
on the road of socialist co-operation. The spell of drought
that autumn was shorter than in 1959 but it not only
reduced yields and output but delayed the sowing of winter
wheat by a month, affecting the harvest of the following
year.

Waltering the Fields

Woodcut in colour by Chiu Tang
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As mentioned above, the Jilunsai Commune suffered
another drought in 1961. Coming at the end of June, it
caught the maize, beans and sweet potatoes just at a time
when they stood most in need of water. The temperature
Jumped to 40 degrees in mid-July and moisture rapidly
evaporated from the soil. The commune took up the
weather’s challenge. Using five pumps, 150 horse-drawn
and treadle waterwheels and other devices, it worked out
an overall plan to beat the drought however long it lasted.
Two of its production brigades joined efforts to deepen the
irrigation ditches by another metre to increase the flow
of water for irrigation. On the whole the commune did
well in this encounter. Its autumn crops were rated
“relatively good.”

Other Benefits

The canal network has brought other weighty benefits
to the commune. 1t has transformed a considerable area
of saline and low-lying lands into fertile farmland. By
speedily absorbing excess water it enables many previously
unproductive low-lying tracts to grow crops. Practically
all Jilunsai’s salt-impregnated fields have been ameliorated
by washing out the salt with the ample water provided by
the canal network and then applying organic manure or
replacing the topsoil with rich earth.

A considerable area of land is occupied by the canals
and this, at first glance, seems a loss, but it is more than
compensated for by the enlarged acreage created by the
canal system itself. It is estimated that the channels, banks
and related works of the network take up about 1,200 mu
of the commune’s arable land. But one production brigade
alone has added 5,600 mu of new land to its arable area,
4,100 mu of this was formerly low-lying, water-logged land
and the rest was saline. Moreover, part of the newly
reclaimed area has been turned into rice paddies produc-
ing higher yields than ordinary plots. That same brigade
has turned more than 200 mu of formerly uncultivated
low-lying land into paddies. giving an average yield of
over 300 jin per mu.

The commune’s glittering web of canals has also given
a boost to fish farming, afforestation and other side lines.
Commune members have planted 90,000 elms along the
banks of the canals and 50,000 fruit trees — mulberries,
apples, peaches, plums, apricots, pears and walnuts. Be-
sides getting a rich crop of fruits, the commune also makes
use of its flowering trees to develop bee keeping. This,
in turn, aids the fruit growing. The mulberries are used
to raise more silkworms. The canals and ditches are used
for breeding fish, ducks and geese and to grow various
water plants. Fish farming has proved to be a profitable
side line not to speak of enriching the farmers’ diet.

The Jilunsai commune members are planning some
ambitious new projects to exploit the advantages of the
canal network. These include the building of a hydro-
electric station, to provide power for irrigation and
lighting purposes, and a lock to facilitale water-borne
traffic on the canals. With the encouraging experience of
other communes north of the Huai River to guide them
in these ventures, they are confident that they are on the
right road.
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ART

Yunglo Temple Murals at
New Site

Some four years ago these pages
described the “forgotten murals of
the Yunglo Temple” that had sud-
denly attracted national attention
(Peking Review, No. 7, 1958). Painted
by artists of the Yuan Dynasty in the
13th and 14th centuries, these magnif-
icent paintings are among the finest
and best preserved classical murals in
north China, but they had been all
but forgotten, kept as they were in
their Taoist temple there in the
small, out-of-the-way township of
Yunglo on the left bank of the Yel-
low River, outside Juicheng in south-
western Shansi Province. The cause
of the sudden national concern was
the fact that the temple site would be
submerged by the artificial lake which
would form on completion of the great
Sanmen Gorge Dam. Everyone was
naturally interested in what would be
done to preserve these unique paint-
ings.

The first problem faced was to de-
vise ways and means of taking the
murals intact off the walls. This was
no small job. There are 990 square
metres of murals painted on a frail
plaster ground laid an inch or so thick
on brick wall. The next problem was
to move the whole temple to safety. It
was finally decided to move not only
all four temple buildings to the new
site but the ancient trees as well from
the old 8-acre temple park.

Preparations for the move got
under way in 1957. Well-known artists
and art student assistants were as-
signed to make life-size copies of the
murals; colour photographs were also
taken of them. Specialists in repair-
ing and restoring ancient buildings
undertook the work connected with
the removal and reconstruction of the
buildings. As we reported four years
ago the exhibition of the excellent
copies made from the murals produced
an immense public impression. They
brought home to thousands for the
first time the splendour of these
paintings and their historical and
artistic significance.

The measures worked out to move
the murals intact without damaging

them in any way proved to be entirely
successful. Leaving nothing to chance,
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it took seven months from March to
October, 1959, to complete this deli-
cate operation. As it progressed, hall
by hall, the work of dismantling the
temple went ahead and this was fol-
lowed by the rebuilding of the temple
in a new place, at Lungchuan Village
some 25 kilometres away from the
original site. By June 1960 the move
was complete down to the venerable
cypresses and other trees of the old
temple park.

Some weeks ago il was reported
that the rebuilding and restoration of
the four central halls of the temple
have been completed at the new site.
They have been rebuilt strictly ac-
cording to their original design and
also out of their original materials,
except for those rotten wood beams
and broken bricks and tiles which
have been replaced by new ones of
fine quality exactly duplicating the
originals. Outer and inner walls en-
closing the same amount of land as
the original temple are now being
completed. All the transplanted trees
are reported to be doing well.

The town of Yunglo, the original
site of the old temple, is said to be
the birthplace of Lu Tung-pin, one of
the “Eight Immortals” of Chinese
Taoist folklore. Legend has it that
he lived in the 9th century during the
Tang Dynasty, and became an im-
mortal after giving away all his fam-
ily fortune to help the sick and the
poor. The present Yunglo Temple
was built in the mid-13th century on
the ruins of an old Lu Tung-pin tem-
ple that was accidentally destroyed by
fire. This was at a time when the
Chuan Chen Chiao
sect (the School of

Perfect Truth) of
Taoism was in its
heyday. The Taoist

community was
therefore able to
lavish funds and
talent on the build-
ing and decoration
of a new temple.

The four halls of
the present temple
are built on a single
axis. The first hall,
the Lunghutien
(Dragon and Tiger
Hall), is decorated
with wall pictures

Extra Grain for Good Farming

representing celestial guards and war-
rior gods, the very embodiment
of martial spirit, and designed to
scare off ghosts and evil spirits. The
second, the Sanchingtien (Hall of
Three Purities), is the main hall; it is
adorned with pictures of nearly 300
Taoist Day Gods, the painting of
which, by general concensus, compares
favourably with similar paintings of
the Tang and Sung Dynasties. The
murals in the third hall, Chunyang-
tien (Chun-yang is another name for
Lu), are mainly genre paintings telling
the story of the Immortal Lu Tung-
pin’s life. They are of great value not
only artistically but also historically for
they give us a wealth of knowledge of
the social and cultural life of the Chi-
nese people in the 13th century. The
last hall, the Chungyangtien (named
after Wang Chung-yang), is painted
with murals telling the story of Wang
Chung-yang, another Taoist sage, and
his six disciples. These also contain
a mass of interesting details, supple-
mentary to their main themes. A
local saying aptly reflects the vivid-
ness of these murals: “The pictures
on these walls keep on moving all the
time. You find them changed every
time you look at them.”

The new site of the temple is a place
of some historical associations dating
back to the Warring States Period. It
is also a beauty spot with the tower-
ing Chungtiao Mountain rising be-
hind it. The vast reservoir and its
crystal clear water now lie about five
kilometres away to its left, and the
famous Lungchuan (Dragon Fountain)
Temple of the Tang Dynasty is on its

By Chu Chun-chieh
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right.  When an avenue is completed
to the lake shore there will be easy
access to it both by land and water.
In its new surroundings there is little
likelihood of the Yunglo Temple and
its superb murals ever again dropping
out of sight.

PHOTOGRAPHY

Sth National Exhibition

The Fifth National Exhibition of
Photographic Art now on in the Pe-
king Palace Museum shows more and
better works than any of its predeces-
sors. The China Photographic Society
this time presents 317 works by 232
photographers. Some are well-known
veterans, but what is noteworthy is
the number of youngsters taking part
in such an exhibition for the first
time. The greater diversity in sub-
ject-matter and styles of camera-work
shown is undoubtedly partly ac-
counted for by this broadening of the
ranks of camera artists. There is also
a notable general rise in the ideolog-
ical and artistic level of the works
shown.

The wide range of subjects includes
vivid reflections of new achievements
in China’s socialist construction, the
life and work of the Chinese people,
and the natural beauties of the coun-
try. Winter by Ting Feng-ling shows
peasants in northeast China briskly
preparing for the spring sowing. Let's
Gather in the “Qingke” Barley is a
gay scene of Tibetan women at har-
vest time. Greet the Virgin Lands!
catches the bubbling enthusiasm of
China’s young people in building so-
cialism. Little “Ping Pong” Player by

An Exploring Parly

20

By Min Fu-chuan

By Mat Feng

Eloquent Eyes

Yang Hsi-ching is a delightful side-
light on the table-tennis fever that
captured the nation’s youngsters dur-
ing the international tournaments
held last year in Peking. In The East
Is Red by Yuan Yi-ping a glorious
sunrise at Peking's Tien An Men
Square takes on the weight of sym-
bolic significance.

Two sections have been added for
the first time to this series of national
exhibitions. One is of photographs
made in various foreign countries, the
other is a display of different photo-
graphic techniques. Camera fans are
particularly interested in this.

Most of the exhibits are 1961 prod-
ucts, but there is a small group of
fine pictures taken earlier by veteran
photographers and shown here public-
ly for the first time. The exhibits are
the pick of over 2,900 entries submit-
ted from every part of the country,
Hongkong, Macao, and from some
other lands as well. Among the 846
photographers are workers, students,
professors, soldiers, doctors, govern-
ment officials and also “new” farmers
who went to the countryside recently
to support the agricultural front. The
ranks of photographers are extending
to include every section of society and
this is rapidly en-
riching China’s pho-
tographic art.

SHORT NOTES

Oriental Song and
Dance Ensemble.
Speaking at the in-
auguration of this
new ensemble in Pe-
king last Saturday
Vice-Premier Chen
Yi urged its mem-
bers to devote them-
selves to the ear-

nest study ol the songs and dances of
peoples of the Asian, African and
Latin American countries. Study
well, he said, be like the “real thing.”
He called on them to emulale the
strong points of the art of other pco-
ples to enrich and develop themselves.
to serve the cause of friendship with
all the world's peoples.

The former students of the oriental
song and dance class of the Central
Song and Dance Ensemble form the
nucleus of the new ensemble rein-
forced by talented singers and dancers
drawn from all parts of the country as
well as the cultural troupes of various
army units. Among them are Wang
Kun, nationally known for her sing-
ing in the part of Hsi Erh in the mod-
ern opera The White - Haired Girl;
Chang Chun, whose performances
have been very warmly acclaimed
both at home and abroad; Tsui Mei-
shan, of China’s Korean nationality,
and Ayitula, a talented Uighur dancer,
winners of gold medals at the Sixth
and Seventh World Youth Festivals
respectively for their Peacock Dance
and Grape Picker’s Dance.

The ensemble already has a reper-
toire of more than 80 songs and dances
of 23 countries including the Soviet
Union, Korea, Burma, Syria, Ethiopia,
Cuba and Mexico. These were learnt
from artists specially invited to China
to teach, during visits by Chinese
troupes abroad, or from visiting for-
eign artists. The ensemble will give
its first public performance at the
coming Spring Festival which falls on
February 5-7.

* E *

Cuban Drama in Peking. The three-
act Cuban drama Sugar-Cane Field, by
Paco Alfonso, has repeated in Peking
the success it scored at its brilliant
premiere in Tientsin. Produced by the
visiting Tientsin People’s Art Theatre,
this is the first Cuban drama ever
presented on the Chinese stage. It
deals with two families and their in-
tricate relations against a background
of sharp class struggle during the
years 1950-1958 under the Batista
dictatorship. During rehearsals, Paco
Alfonso and his wife, the noted Cuban
actress Maria Ofelia Diaz, gave the
Tientsin company invaluable help by
acquainting them with life in Cuba
and at times even acting out the more
difficult episodes in the play.
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