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THE WESTERN CHAMBER

A version in pictures of the famous classical romance The Western
Chamber. Adapted by Hung Tseng-ling. lllustrations by Wang Shu-hui.

To win the hand of lovely Tsui Ying-ying, the scholar Chang Chun-jui
raises a siege by 5,000 bandits. Her mother goes back on her word
but a faithful maid arranges for the lovers to meet “when the moon
sinks below the western chamber.”

A tale of young love defying the cruel feudal marriage customs and
concepts of morality. Eighty-eight pages of finely drawn full-page
illustrations.

Also in French, Spanish, Hindi, Indonesian, Vietnamese, Burmese and
Arabie.

Chinese

PICTURE
STORY
BOOKS

In English and other languages.

THE
SHEPHERD’S
MESSAGE

Chaoshutun

A picture story book to delight
children.
A patriotic shepherd boy takes (L '1 d
an urgent message through the
Japanese invaders’' lines to the N
people’s guerrillas.  Thrillingly annona
told in 149 full-page illustrations.

Also in Russian, French, Spanish,

The brave young Prince Chaoshutun out
Hindi, Vietnamese and Arabic.

hunting one day comes upon seven lovely
———————————— bathers. The loveliest is the Princess
Nannona. But before he can utter a
word they change into peacocks and fly
— Other titles on request — away. . . .
So begin his many adventures before
. he and the Peacock Princess find hap-
Published by: piness together. This romantic tale of
the Tai people of Yunnan Province —the
Pai Wan Chuang, Peking (37), China “home of peacocks" — like all good folk
tales, has a moral: in this case, it is
“difficulties succumb to those with a will.”

L X 2 ill i
Distributed by: GUOZI SHUDIAN Forty-four Iove.:ly colour offset illustrations
- by Cheng Shih-fa.

P.O. Box 399, Peking, China Also in French and German
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ROUND THE WEEK

“How to Be a Good Communist”

The big news of the week is the
republication of Chairman Liu Shao-
chi's famous work How to Be a Good
Communist. This revised edition was
carried first in the August 1 issue of
Hongqi, fortnightly of the Central
Committee of the Chinese Communist
Party. Slight changes in phraseology
and some additions to its content
were made by the author before its
republication. Renmin Ribao also
carried the full text on August 1.

How to Be a Good Communist
comprises a series of lectures given
by Liu Shao-chi in July 1939 at the
Institute of Marxism-Leninism in
Yenan. It was first published in the
journal Liberation that year.

During the rectification campaign
of the Chinese Communist Party in
1942, it was one of the required
readings for all functionaries of the
Party. This important work has
played an immense role in building
the Chinese Communist Party, in edu-
cating Party members and strength-
ening their proletarian ideology.

Liu Shao-chi in this work points
out that it is important for every
Communist Party member to steel
and cultivate himself in revolutionary
practice and proletarian ideology,
particularly after the Party has taken
over state power. “Our Communist
Party,” he writes, “did not drop from
the heavens but was born of Chinese
society. Every member of our Party
came from this Chinese society and is
still living in this society today and
remains in constant association with
all the squalid things of this society.
It is not surprising that he may have
brought with him more or less of the
ideology and habits of the old society,
whether he be of proletarian or non-
proletarian origin and whether he be
a veteran or a new member of the
Party. In order to preserve our
purity as the vanguard of the prole-
tariat and improve our revolutionary
qualities and working abilities, every
one of our Party members must
intensify his self-steeling and self-
cultivation in every respect.”

Since its first publication, this work
has been translated into English,
Japanese, Spanish, Czech, Dutch and

other languages. It has been distrib-
uted in more than 20 countries and
has won widespread attention.

P.L.A’s 35th Anniversary

Peking and other cities held celebra-
tions on Wednesday, August 1, to mark
the 35th anniversary of the founding
of the People’s Liberation Army—
the armed force of the people that
overthrew reactionary Kuomintang
rule and carried the Chinese revolu-
tion to victory, the defender of
China’s socialist construction and the
champion of world peace.

Celebration parties and meetings
of the people and their army were
the order of the day. Congratulatory
messages were received by the P.L.A.
from all over the world. All the lead-
ing newspapers carried editorials pay-
ing warm tribute to the P.L.A’s of-
ficers and men for their outstanding
contributions to the socialist cause in
safeguarding the fruits of revolutionary
victory, strengthening the national
defences, resolutely opposing imperial-
ist aggression and defending peace.
The P.L.A. has covered a long, hard
and glorious journey in its 35 years;
and August 1, the day of its founding,
will always be an occasion for rejoic-
ing among the Chinese people who
well  remember Chairman Mao
Tse-tung's words: “Without a peo-
ple’s army there will be nothing for
the people.”

Peking Celebrates. Peking marked
the day with varied activities. There
were special film shows and theatrical
performances, exhibitions, lectures and
broadcasts on the exploits of the P.L.A.
yesterday and today.

Climax of the commemorative ac-
tivities was the grand party held on
the eve of August 1 by the General
Political Department of the P.L.A. in
the halls of the Military Museum of
the Chinese Revolution. More than
10,000 people attended. Marshal Chen
Yi, Member of the Political Bureau of
the Central Committee of the Chinese
Communist Party and Vice-Premier;
Senior General Lo Jui-ching, Vice-
Premier and Chief of the General
Staff of the P.L.A.; Vice-Premier Hsi
Chung-hsun and Vice-Chairman Chen
Shu-tung of the Standing Committee
of the National People’s Congress
joined the festivities together with
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The P.L.A. Helps With the Ploughing
Woodcut by Lin Teh-hung

other government officials, repre-
sentatives of the capital’s citizens,
generals, combat heroes, officers and
men of the P.LLA. and dependents of
armymen and revolutionary martyrs.
A myriad coloured lights lit up the
towering museum and the square in
front of it. There in the open, on the
roof garden of the museum and in the
halls inside they enjoyed Peking
operas, songs, dances and comic dia-
logues or watched acrobatics and
puppet shows, chess and table tennis
exhibition matches.

Army veterans were there with
young recruits. In some groups old
generals and veteran revolutionaries
were swapping stories about the Long
March or the early armed struggles
against the Kuomintang reactionaries;
in other groups young soldiers were
exchanging experiences in training
during the past year, and in still
others the soldiers and the people
were telling one another about their
everyday life, their studies, their work
and their wishes. It was a grand
family gathering, a vivid expression
of the great unity between officers
and men of the P.L.A. and between
the soldiers and the people.

Members of a Family. The P.LA.,
today as always, is truly the Chinese
people’s army, maintaining the closest
ties with the people. In those ties and
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in its dedication to the service of the
people lies the source of its strength.
Armymen and civilians consider them-
selves members of one family, helping
and supporting each other in times
of revolutionary wars and in socialist
construction.

While carrying out their defence
duties, officers and men of the P.L.A.
have this year already contributed
more than 2 million workdays in
agricultural production and other
fields of national construction. They
helped the people’s communes with
farm work during the busy spring
ploughing and summer harvesting
seasons. P.L.A. technicians repaired
or made tens of thousands of farm
machines and tools for the communes
besides helping them train hundreds
of junior technicians.

On the Fukien front and in other
areas in southeastern China, P.L.A.
units and the local militia and people
are vigilantly guarding the coast to-
gether, A militant friendship between
them, forged over the years, grows
stronger day by day. Armymen on
offshore islands often help with the
farm work when the fishermen are out
at sea. Naval forces of the P.L.A.
guard the fishing boats at sea and
provide the fishermen with reliable
weather forecasts.

P.L.A. units in national minority
areas spare no efforts in giving what-
ever help the minority peoples need.
They have introduced advanced farm-
ing methods in many areas and set up
farm tool repairing centres in others
to help the minority peoples develop
agriculture. In addition, they have
opened schools and set up clinics for
them. In the mountain villages of
multi-national Yunnan Province, where
the Lisu people live, they have estab-
lished adult night schools. In Lhasa,
Shigatse and other places in Tibet,
medical units of the P.L.A. have helped
train hundreds of Tibetan medical
workers who are today playing an
increasingly important role in promot-
ing the people’s health. In these
national minority areas, as elsewhere
in the country, P.L.A. men are ever-
welcome guests in the homes of the
people on national festivals or other
holidays.

As a Chinese saying goes: “When
you drink water, don’t forget the
well-digger.” Throughout the land on
Army Day —in the cities and rural
areas, on the Fukien front and other
coastal areas and far inland — the
people visited the P.L.A. units stationed

in their districts to extend their re-
gards and express their firm support
to the Army whose men and women
selflessly gave themselves to the cause
of winning a peaceful and happy new
life for the nation and are today
defending the country with no less
determination and dedication against
all would-be aggressors.

New Playwrights, Directors,
Conductors

The first group of playwrights and
directors in Chinese traditional opera
have just graduated from the China
Institute of Operatic Arts. The Cen-
tral Conservatory of Music announces
the graduation of its first four
modern orchestral conductors. All
these new graduates will take up
work with various opera companies
or symphony orchestras.

Thirty-seven students specializing
in libretto wriling, directing or re-
search work in Chinese opera have
completed a three-year course and
qualified themselves as full-fledged
playwrights and directors. As their
graduation theses, the {fifteen stu-
dents who specialize in libretto writ-
ing each wrote one or two libretti for
Peking opera, Shaohsing, Kwangtung
and five other local operas. Some
have been staged, others are being
rehearsed. Some of these graduates
worked with opera companies before
they enrolled at the institute three
years ago; most were graduates of
colleges specializing in the arts.

As his graduation thesis in libretto
writing, Mo Ju-cheng wrote an his-
torical play about a peasant uprising
in the late 19th century. This was
favourably received by both the
faculty of the institute and the
Kwangtung Opera Theatre where he
previously worked.

The four new conductors are the
first class of orchestral conductors to
graduate from the Central Conserva-
tory of Music. This brings to around
100 the number of China’s young but
maturing conductors. They include
many returned students from the
Soviet Union, the German Democratic
Republic and other countries. The
new graduates received three years
of advanced training. All four re-
cently led the Central Philharmonic
Symphony Orchestra in a concert
presenting a varied programme of
orchestral music by Tchaikovsky,
Rimsky-Korsakov, Weber and other
masters.
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