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The setting of this novel is a small village in China's northeastern Heilungkiang
Province. The author gives an all-round picture of the land reform there. Writing from
personal experience and close observation, he describes how the peasants, led by the
Chinese Communist Party, were awakened and, like a hurricane, destroyed the feudal
forces which had ruled China’s countryside for thousands of years. In the process they
had to contend with the schemes of the landlords and local despots who tried to sabotage
the land reform: rumours, slanders, the sowing of discord and even murder were the
weapens of the latter. Chou Li-po vividly describes the people of the northeast villages;
he draws unforgettable portraits of the villains of the old society and the heroes of the
new.
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“Rhymes of Li Yu-tsai,” “The Heirloom,” “Hsiao Erh-hei's Marriage” and “Old Cus-
toms,” the four short stories in this volume, are written by one of China's best-known
contemporary novelists. In lively, earthy style he describes Chinese village life after
liberation. Chou Yang, the famous literary critic, contributes an introductory study of the

writer and his work.
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ROUND THE WEEK

Better Harvests

The farm front sends good news to
greet New China'’s 13th anniversary.
Reports to date indicate that the rural
people’s communes this year will pro-
duce more grain than they did in 1961.

The amounts of the various crops
already harvested show an encouraging
overall situation in agriculture. The
summer crops yielded a bigger harvest
than last year. Except for a very few
places which suffered from prolonged
dry spells and late frosts in spring,
with subsequent damage to the crops,
most places in the country brought in a
better harvest this summer.

In the provinces south of the Yang-
tse River, the early-rice harvest has
been completed, and output in most
areas here was above that of 1961.
Only a few districts in this part of the
country were hit by unusually serious
floods this year and suffered crop
damage in varying degrees. Peasants
in Kwangtung, Kiangsi, Hunan, Che-
kiang and other provinces producing
early rice filled their bins, paid their
taxes in kind promptly and in full and
still had a good surplus to sell to the
state.

The semi-late rice is now being har-
vested in the south while the early
autumn crops are being gathered in
the north. Estimates made on the
basis of yields from areas where the
harvesting has been completed indicate
that the harvest will be better all
round compared to last year. And
meanwhile, the late autumn crops too
are generally more promising. So the
general picture is clear: farm produce
will be better than that of last year.

This is a heartening prospect, for last
year’s farm output was better than
that of 1960. The steadily improving
rural situation fully vindicates the cor-
rectness of the Communist Party’s
policies relating to the rural people’s
communes and to making the neces-
sary adjustments in the national econ-
omy. With admirable singleness of
purpose and unity of will, the Chinese
people, translating these policies into
deeds, have further consolidated the
rural people’s communes and turned to
account the advantages of their collec-
tive economy. It is these factors that
have helped in a large measure to

bring about the success scored on the
agricultural front — a most welcome
gift for the 13th anniversary of the
People’s Republic of China.

Water Conservancy Pays

The extensive water conservancy
projects which the farms built in the
past few years have done much to
offset unfavourable weather condi-
tions and help bring in good harvests
this ycar.

This was well seen in the Peking
area. Here we have had an unusually
long dry spell this autumn, the long-
est, in fact, experienced by the area
in the past forty years. It was only
because of the many irrigation pro-
jects completed in recent years that
Peking has managed to eliminate or
mitigate the effects of the drought
and ensure the growth of its autumn
Crops.

In a normal year, the Peking area
is “dry” in spring and “wet” in au-
tumn. Copious falls of rain are the
rule in the months of July, August and
September. This year, however, has
been a bit abnormal. Since the latter
half of July, rain has been scanty.
Last month, the area had a rainfall of
only 28 millimetres, as against the
normal annual average of 200 milli-
metres. This is the crucial period both
for the healthy growth and ripening
of summer- and spring-sown crops
and the cultivation of autumn vegeta-
bles, so a long dry spell could well
spell disaster. Old peasants still re-
member what happened here forty
years ago when a prolonged autumn
drought killed practically all the crops
and made the cultivation of vegetables
impossible.

Today, however, freakish Nature
does not have things all her own way.
Despite the drought, Peking’s rural
people’s communes were able to water
their crops, raise good harvests and
provide the capital’'s citizens with a
continuous and abundant supply of
fresh vegetables from their market
gardens,

This resounding success stems from
the great water conservancy projects
the peasants have completed since
they established their people’s com-
munes in 1958. Pooling their efforts

3



and helped by the rest of the people —
the workers in particular, they have
built more than 40 reservoirs, big and
small, to harness the rivers and streams
in the area. They have also built a
whole network of supplementary
irrigation canals, sunk thousands of
deep wells and equipped them with
power-driven pumps. Thanks to these
efforts, the area’s irrigated acreage
today is almost eight times what it
was at the time of liberation. And
topping this, the 200,000 mu of market
gardens on the outskirts are watered
by power-driven pumps.

Booming Chemical Industry

China’s chemical industry, a late
starter in New China’s industrializa-
tion drive, has made big headway.
This year, it is out to do still better.

It is already giving increasingly
important help to agriculture and the
light industries. Its output of chemi-
cal fertilizers and insecticides in the
first eight months of this year ex-
ceeded that of the same span last year
by 330,000 tons and 3,000 tons
respectively. In addition, it produced
100 kinds of raw materials for the
textile and other light industries.

Chemical plants throughout the
land have also added many new
. things to their list of products designed
to suit the specific needs of China’s
soils and crops. Several new and
highly effective chemical {fertilizers
have been successfully trial-manufac-
tured and work is going ahead now to
perfect full-scale and efficient produc-
tion techniques.

Many highly effective insecticides
are being manufactured. Deadly to
aphides, rice borers and other pests,
their performance has been so good
that peasants fondly call them the
“Beat-alls.”

There have been varying levels of
expansion in the output of chemicals
for making paper, matches, leather,
rubber shoes and other daily necessi-
ties. Much progress has been made
in the manufacture of synthetic fibres.
Both output and quality have shown
an upward trend this year.

China’s chemical industry was ex-
tremely backward even in the First
Five-Year Plan period (1953-57). At
that time there were only a few plants
and these produced only the most
common chemicals. In the first four
years of the Second Five-Year Plan
period (1958-62), new chemical plants
have been commissioned while the
old ones have either been expanded or
renovated. There has also been a
systematic development of scientific
research and trial-manufacture of new
products.

All this has created a new, firm basis
for the industry. It has raised pro-
duction techniques swiftly to a new
high and enabled China to turn out
many products which it could not
make in the past.

Welcoming National Day

As National Day (October 1) ap-
proaches, the capital is taking on a
festive air. Delegations are pouring
in from all over the country, and
guests from many foreign lands have
arrived to join in the celebration of
our great holiday — the 13th anniver-
sary of the founding of the People’s
Republic.

All over the city, workers are erect-
ing decorative arches in the colourful
Chinese style. Streamers and ban-
ners are already fluttering over the
great government buildings, which
have gay palace lanterns hanging over
their gates. Many homes have red
scrolls pasted on their doors—an

age-old Chinese practice reserved for
propitious and special occasions. Shops
along the city's main thoroughfares
have repainted or refurbished their
facades; many have special show-
window displays. The one at the Chil-
dren’s Store on Wangfuching Street is
attracting widespread interest, partic-
ularly among the youngsters. It shows
a pageant of toy babies, beaming with
smiles and waving their arms with
joy, against a bright blue backdrop
with doves hovering over four huge
Chinese characters: Zu Guo Wan Sui
(Long Live the Motherland)!

The Tien An Men (Gate of Heavenly
Peace) is being adorned to look its
magnificent best for the anniversary.
Here, where the National Day parade
will be held, workers are making last-
minute checks on the floodlights and
amplifiers and putting finishing
touches to the many preparations that
will spruce up the whole square for
the gala celebrations.

Even days before October 1, the
Tien An Men Square is filled with
jubilant youngsters getting ready for
the holiday. Thousands of Young
Pioneers are often seen drilling in
separate groups in preparation for the
grand march past, while their buglers
and drummers practise diligently by
themselves in a corner of the square.
These teenagers brimming with
energy impart a youthful buoyancy
to the majestic square, the scene of
many epoch-making events in the his-
tory of China’s revolution. Magnificent
by day, the square looks lovely at
night, especially now when it is lit by
thousands of powerful floodlights, with
myriads of coloured lights scintillating
atop the high buildings that flank it.
It looks ready and inviting for the
great parade and the carnival dancing
and the fireworks display on the
evening of National Day.
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