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ROUND THE WEEK

Agricultural Science Leads the

Way

A national conference on agricul-
tural science and technology opened
in Peking last Friday. This is the
largest gathering of its kind ever held
in the country. The whole nation is
paying the keenest attention to it
since its deliberations will have a deep
and far-reaching impact on agricul-
ture, on the current drive for a better
harvest this year and on the national
economy as a whole.

Besides discussing major current
questions  concerning  agricultural
science and technology, participating
scientists will help work out long-
term plans for their development.

Jointly sponsored by the Central
Committee of the Chinese Communist
Party and the State Council, the con-
ference is attended by 1,200 scientists
from every part of the country. They
include leading experts on paddyrice,
wheat, cotton, plant pathology, plant
physiology, pedology, entomology,
microbiology, water conservancy, agri-
cultural machinery and, indeed, every
branch of the sciences related to
agriculture. Leading cadres from gov-
ernment departments and organiza-
tions concerned are also present.

Vice-Premier Nieh Jung-chen, who
is Chairman of the State Scientific
and Technological Commission, pre-
sided over the opening meeting. “The
Communist Party and Government
attach great importance to agricul-
tural science and technology,” he said
in his opening address. “They place
great hopes in the scientists and ex-
perts who shoulder arduous but
glorious responsibilities in socialist
construction.” Noting that the peo-
ple’s communes are developing sound-
ly, Vice-Premier Nieh forecast that a
new upsurge would soon emerge on
the agricultural front. He called on
everyone to work hard for a rich
harvest, for a new upsurge in the na-
tional economy and for still greater
successes in socialist construction.

One of the chief aims of the con-
ference is to improve agricultural
technology and pool the nation's col-
lective wisdom in order to speed up
the technical transformation of agri-
culture. Vice-Premier Nieh called on
scientists and experts to give full play

to the spirit of “letting a hundred
schools of thought contend” so that
different views could be collected,
sorted out and turned to full use. He
stressed that, in our socialist construc-
tion, “we stand for the integration of
the efforts of leading cadres, special-
ists and the masses. We must turn to
full account the initiative and crea-
tiveness of our scientists and technical
personnel, listen attentively to their
views, and treasure the advanced ex-
perience evolved by the masses.” In
conclusion he said that, with the
guidance of the Party’s policies and
with good planning, the scientists and
experts, organized and united in the
common cause, would surely make
great contributions to the growth of
agriculture.

Vice-Premier Tan Chen-lin, Mem-
ber of the Political Bureau and of the
Secretariat of the Communist Party’s
Central Committee, also spoke at the
opening meeting. He called on sci-
entists to tackle questions on which
a boost in farm output hinged. These
include questions of water conserv-
ancy, fertilizers, utilization of land,
seeds, plant protection, systems of
farming, agricultural machinery, elec-
trification, animal husbandry and
veterinary science, afforestation,
utilization of water resources and
meteorological research. He em-
phasized that research in agricultural
science should be geared to serve
agricultural production, that theory
should be combined with practice to
get swift results in increased output.

Following the speeches at the
plenary session of the conference, the
participants divided into groups ac-
cording to their specialized lines and
began discussions.

Young Scientists to the Fore

Ninety-nine young scientists have
completed their post-graduate courses
at the Chinese Academy of Sciences.
Excellent training under expert guid-
ance has given them a solid theoret-
ical grounding, and they are now
carrying on independent research
work in their specialized fields. They
make a valuable new addition to the
senior grade of scientists whose ranks
have been steadily reinforced in this
way in the post-liberation period.



Spring Is Here

The advance of socialist construc-
tion in China has greatly increased
the demand for specialists in various
fields. Various measures have been
taken to cope with this situation. One
of them is to train such personnel in
post-graduate schools and a good part
of this work has been shouldered by
the nation’s universities and colleges.
Between them they have helped train
large numbers of much-needed spe-
cialists. The Chinese Academy of
Sciences itsell began to enrol post-
graduates in 1955. Since then, their
number has increased every year.
With its excellent facilities and many
leading scientists on hand for con-
sultation, the academy is particularly
well suited for this task and remark-
able results have been achieved.

The young post-graduates from the
academy have specialized in a wide
range of subjects, including physics,
chemistry, mathematics, geophysics,
radio electronics, metallurgy, mechan-
ical engineering and biology. They
are diligent students, and many have
put forward new ideas in theory and
practice. One of them is Tai Yuan-
pen, a promising mathematician. His
thesis on quantum field theory has
been acclaimed for its wide and deep
understanding of this subject and the
new discoveries he has made. Another
is Ting Ching-chun, now a specialist
in chromatography. Ting has success-
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fully used modern elec-
tronic computer techniques
to disclose the laws of
movement of substance in
chromatographic columns,
and to generalize and
supplement existing theo-
ries in chromatography.
Such successes stem in no
small measure from the
enthusiastic help and guid-
ance given by scientists of

the older generation.
Among them is Hsiung
Ching-lai, a well-known

mathematician who in the
past 40 years has helped
train some of China’s
most prominent scientists.
Though now well advanced
in age, he is as full
of enthusiasm as ever in
coaching the young. Under
him and many other noted
scientists at the academy,
over 400 post-graduates
are doing research today,
specializing in  various
important branches of modern science,
ranging from electromagnetic fluid
mechanics, cybernetics and aero-
dynamics to low temperature physics
and nuclear physics.

Historic Strlke Commemorated

The famous “February 7” railway
workers’ strike was the first organized
political struggle of the Chinese work-
ing class waged under the leadership
of the Chinese Communist Party. Its
40th anniversary this year was com-
memorated in Peking, Shanghai, Wu-
han, Chengchow, Foochow and other
large cities.

Commemorative activities began on
February 1 and lasted a whole week.
There were public rallies, picture ex-
hibitions on the history of the strike
and visits to and interviews with
veterans who had participated in the
great struggle. All the leading news-

papers in the country published
editorials, poems, reminiscences, and
other tributes to the dauntless

pioneers of the Chinese working class
in the revolutionary fight for their
rights against the feudal warlords,
their thugs and their imperialist
backers.

Forty years ago, in 1923, when the
working-class movement led by the
Chinese Communist Party was sweep-
ing forward throughout the country,
the railway workers on the Peking-
Hankow line decided to organize a

general trade union in order the bet-
ter to co-ordinate their struggles.
This immediately aroused the anger
of the feudal warlords and the im-
perialists who saw their vested in-
terests endangered. When threats and
cajolery failed to break the deter-
mination and unity of the workers,
the reactionaries resorted to force.
This only further inflamed the work-
ers. Determined to defend their free-
dom and civil rights, they retaliated
by calling a general strike. It stopped
all traffic along the entire Peking-
Hankow line. Resorting next to terror,
the reactionaries ordered an armed
attack on the strikers on February 7.
In the resulting massacre, many work-
ers were killed or wounded and scores
of others were arrested. Among the
arrested leaders of the workers was
Lin Hsiang-chien; he was ordered to
call off the strike at the point of the
gun. He flatly refused, shouting
defiantly: “I may lose my head, but
I'll never call off the strike!” It was
with such dauntless spirit and selfless
dedication to the lofty cause of the
working class that the men of “Feb-
ruary 7”7 wrote an immortal page in
the history of the Chinese people’s
revolutionary struggles.

In Lin Hsiang-chien’s native village
in Minhou County, Fukien Province,
workers, commune members and
students streamed to pay homage to
his memory at the mausoleum built
in his honour. They visited Granny
Chen, the martyr's wife who lives
here in the new house built for her
by the people’s government, and paid
their respects to her. The mausoleum,
newly built in beautiful surroundings,
covers a large area planted with trees
and flowers. Here, too, a memorial
hall, a monument and a statue of Lin
Hsiang-chien will be erected later this
year.

On February 7 thousands thronged
Chiangan station on the outskirts of
Wuhan to attend the unveiling of a
monument to the martyrs of the
famous strike. Twenty metres high
and built of granite, it bears an in-
scription in Chairman Mao Tse-tung’s
handwriting: “Monument to the
February 7 Martyrs.” Towering over
the very place where the railway
workers valiantly resisted the reac-
tionaries’ armed onslaught, this monu-
ment stands as a lasting tribute to the
martyrs’ unconquerable spirit and
their contribution to the revolutionary
cause.
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RENMIN RIBAO

Afro-Asian Conference Success

Following is an abridged translation of “Renmin
Ribao's” editorial (February 13) entitled “Strengthen Unity
Jor the Struggle Against Imperialism and Colonialism, Old
and New.” Subheads are ours. — Ed.

FMPYHE Third Afro-Asian People’s Solidarity Conference in

Moshi, Tanganyika, ended successfully on February
10. Despite the schemes of the imperialists and their
followers to sow discord and sabotage it, the conference
has been a brilliant success. It was a conference of unity
and militant spirit, at which the Asian and African peo-
ples pledged themselves to fight against imperialism and
the old and new colonialists with still greater resolution.
The tremendous success of the conference is a magnifi-
cent result of the movement for Afro-Asian solidarity.

Serious Setbacks for Imperialism

The struggle of the Asian, African and Lalin Ameri-
can peoples for national liberation and in defence of
national independence is a mighly revolutionary force of
our time. Since the end of World War II, these peoples
have fought heroically, and, one after another, have won
their national independence and liberation.  Throughout
these three continents, long enslaved and oppressed by
imperialism, anti-imperialist, revolutionary flames have
blazed up, radically changing the face of the world. The
movement for Afro-Asian solidarity is itsclf a product of
the Asian and African peoples’ struggle to win and sale-
guard national independence. Its birth in turn has
promoted the unity of the Asian and African peoples and
their common struggle. The victorious struggles of the
peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America have struck
hard blows at the imperialist and colonialist forces headed
by the United States, seriously frustrated their plans for
enslaving the peoples, and contributed tremendously to the
cause of world peace.

The viclory of the struggle of the Asian, African and
Latin American peoples for national liberation has greatly
weakened the forces of imperialism and plunged the im-
perialist camp into an unprecedentedly grave crisis. As
the general declaration of the Moshi conference has pointed
out: “Imperialism is being defeated in all parts of the
world and, thanks to the continuous struggle of the peo-
ples of Africa and Asia and all peace- and freedom-loving
peoples in the world, its end is now in sight.” The world
situation is extremely favourable for the peoples’ struggle
for national liberation and against imperialism and colo-
nialism, old and new.

The general declaration and other resolutions adopted
by the conference reaffirmed that to intensify the struggle
against imperialism and the old and new colonialists and
lo win and defend national independence are the major
tasks of the Asian and African peoples. At a time when
the imperialists and their lackeys of various descriptions
are trying in a thousand and one ways to divert the atten-
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tion of the oppressed nations and stamp outl and soften
up the national-liberation movements of the peoples, it is
of the utmost importance to point out emphatically that
imperialism and the old and new colonialists remain the
common enemies of the Asian and African peoples, and
to call on the Asian and African peoples to strengthen
their fight against these common enemies.

Although the colonialist system has begun to disinte-
grate, the imperialists and colonialists are still making
death-bed struggles, trying by hook or by crook to maintain
and restore their colonialist oppression and domination
in Asia, Africa and Latin America. Today, many coun-
tries in Asia and Africa have not yet achieved indepen-
dence and are still suffering under the yoke of colonial-
ism. Many Asian and African countries which have newly
won independence are also faced with the serious threats
of aggression, subversion and infiltration by imperialism,
and the old and new colonialists. Therefore, it remains the
common task of the Asian and African peoples to continue
to strengthen unily and wage the struggle to destroy colo-
nialism completely and to bury imperialism.

U.S. Neo-Colonialists — More Vicious and
Cunning

As many delegates Lo the conference correctly pointed
out, U.S. imperialism, the main bulwark of neo-colonial-
ism, is the worst enemy of the Asian and African peoples
and it spares no effort to carry out aggression and expan-
sion in the Asian and African regions. The U.S. nco-
colonialists are resorting to more vicious and more sinister
methods than those used by the old colonialists to under-
mine and suppress the national-liberation movements in
Asia, Africa and Latin America. To carry out colonialist
expansion, to dominate and weaken more countries and
peoples and to replace the old colonialists, U.S. imperial-
ism is everywhere engaged in political, economic, military
and cultural penetration under the camouflage of “aid
to the underdeveloped countries”; it resorts to subversive
and sabotage plots, or launches “special warfare” in naked
bloody campaigns of suppression. It has even openly
usurped the banner of the United Nations to cover up its
aggressive aclivities. It is clear that in order to strive
for and safeguard national independence, the Asian and
Alrican peoples have no alternative but to oppose U.S.
imperialism, the most vicious neo-colonialist power.

The grim facts have enabled the Asian and African
peoples to see ever more clearly that the imperialists and
colonialists will never bestow freedom and independence
on the oppressed nations and peoples. They will never
renounce their colonial interests and prerogatives of their
own accord. The old and new colonialists are resorting
to brute force to suppress the people’s national-liberation
movements. In these circumstances, it is impossible to
overthrow imperialist and colonialist rule and win victories
in the struggle unless we do unto them what they do unto
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