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* We Crossed the Bridge Together

by Liu Shu-teh

Towards socialism or capitalism? — this was the burning question that faced China's farm-
ing population of more than 500 million people during the socialist transformation of agricullure
in 1953. This novel tells how the peasants in a village in the southwestern province of Yunnan
answered that question. In this acid test, Koo Cheng-kuo, a poor peasant, wavers between the
urge for personal gain and the Communist Party's call to work for the common good. He is helped
by the Party and his comrades of the old, bitter days; and his own class background tells,

, Finally, he too crosses the "bridge” which leads on to the road to socialism.

This is a swift-moving narrative told in the fresh and vivocious language of Kao Cheng-
kuo’s doughter, Erh-chu, a typically lively country girl of today, vigorous of mind and body, plain

spoken and eager for new ideas and new things.

Paper back 136pp.

On Weishan Lake

— A fine adventure story for hoys and girls —

by Chiu Hsun

Three villuge boys persuade on old stockman to take them
along with him to tend the cattle for the summer months by

Lake Weishan. Reluctantly he agrees. And as boys will, they

get up to all sorts of mischief. But when a flood comes they
win his regard by the way they face up to danger and save the
cattle. In the course of these adventurss they become more
“grown-up", more responsible, more co-operative and more self-

reliant,
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THE WEEK

Among the major events of the week:

® The nation continues to demonstrate in support of the Viet-
namese people in their fight against U.S. imperialist aggression,

® Vice-Premier Chen Yi at Indonesia’s National Day recep-
tion in Peking warned U.S. imperialism that “the matter is far from

being over.
must be repaid.”

The aggressor must be punished. The debt of blood

® Chairman Mao Tse-tung received and had a long, cordial and
friendly talk with M'hammed Yala, Ambassador of the Democratic

and People’s Republic of Algeria on August 17.

A letter addressed

to Chairman Mao Tse-tung by Ahmed Ben Bella, General Secretary
of the Algerian National Liberation Front and President of the
Democratic and People’s Republic of Algeria, was presented by

Ambassador Yala.

® Chairman Liu Shao-chi sent a message to Edward Ochab
congratulating him on assuming the office of President of the
Council of State of the People’s Republic of Poland.

® The Chinese press published:

— the interview on the situation in Indo-China, granted by
General Vo Nguyen Giap, Commander-in-Chief of the Viet Nam
People’s Army and Minister of National Defence of the D.R.V,, to
a correspondent of the Japanese paper Akahata.

— extracts of a commentary in Nhan Dan of Viet Nam noting
that worldwide support for Viet Nam is a powerful warning to

the U.S.

— the August 11 statement of the Central Committee of the
Nco Lao Haksat declaring that the Laotian people and army would
fight shoulder to shoulder with the Vietnamese people should the
U.S. aggressors extend the war in Indo-China,

— excerpts from a speech by Jacques Grippa, Secretary of the
Central Committee of the Communist Party of Belgium, during his

Albanian visit.

He denounced Khrushchov's scheme for convening a

schismatic mecting serving U.S. imperialism.

Nationwide Support for Viet Nam Continues

Demonstrations and meetings con-
tinue in the cities and provincial
and market towns over the length
and breadth of the country as
the Chinese people swing into
action to make good on their pledge to
aid their trctners of the Democratic
Republic of Viet Nam by practical
deeds. The participants, including
many of China’s national minorities,
have promised to step up production
and intensify military training to
help the Vietnamese people give the
U.S. warmongers a fitting rebuff.

Border Town Dcmonstrations. In
towns and villages in Yunnan and
Kwangsi bordering on the D.R.V,,

peoples of many nationalities, Hanis,
Miaos, Yaos and Tais, together with
their Han brothers, have held anti-
U.S. mass rallies. In some places,
Vietnamese who crossed the border
to visit their relatives in China joined
in the demonstrations. In Toulung,
Yunnan, Chang Shu-hua, represent-
ing the women of the district, said:
“Here in Toulung, 13 villages and
setilements border on 15 Viet-
namese villages. People of Yakow in
China and Malishan in Viet Nam
actually drink water from the same
well. They are like members of one
family. U.S. imperialist aggression
against Viet Nam means aggression
against the Chinese people.”



A Vielnamese delegation of towns-
folk from Lao Kay came to the pro-
{est meeting and demonstration or-
ganized in Hokow on the Chinese
bank of the Red River that f{lows
down to Hanoi.

Threé thousand kilomeires away.
in a press interview in Ining, the
border town in northwestern China.
Khashanov, a Uighur and Vice-
Chairman of the People’s Political
Consultative Conference of the Il
Kazakh Autonomous Chou, sent a
message to Viet Nam: “The 13 na-
tionalitics of China's far northwest
pledge their support to the Viet-
namese people in the anti-U.S. im-
perialist struggle.” In Tsingtao in
the eastern seaboard province of
Shantung. 50,000 people demon-
strated on the streets. Vielnamese
scientists taking part in the rescarch
work of the Institute of Oceano-
graphy of the Chinese Academy of
Sciences there, joined the demon-
strators singing the song Unity Is
Strength together with their Chinese
brothers.

In China’s most famous porcelain
centre, some 20,000 potters of Ching-
tchchen held a protest demonstra-
tion. Those making chinaware for
the D.R.V. undertook to fulfil the
order ahead of schedule.

In Kanchow, Kiangsi Province,
many Long March velerans were
among the 30,000 who demonstrated.
Like their comrades elsewhere, they

sald: “In the past, we used swords
and home-made guns lo defeat the
teactionaries, Todav. we are incom-
parably stronger; the U.S. aggressors
will be defeated.” Friends from
Albania, Laos, Ceylon, Spain, New
Zealand, Japan and other countries
who were on a visit to the city at-
tended a protest meeting there.

Representatives of 28  provinces,
municipalities and autonomous re-
gions now attending a national me-
dical conference in Anhwei Province
adopted a message of support for the
Victnamese people. These ave just a
few of scores of similar news reports
from all over the country.

People’s Militiamen Alert. Through-
out the country, the people’s mili-
tiamen are putting an exira edge
and polish to their training. At a
five-day drill in Canton, the
people’s militia demonstrated theis
skill in  shooting, hand-grenada
tarowing,  close-quarter  lighting,
mine-sowint and other techniques,
In Fukien Province on China's
southeastern coast, 150,000 mili-
tiamen and students took part in ex-
tended military manocuvres. Train-
ing included communications techni-
ques, forced marches, night raids
and assaull tactics against fortilica-
tions. They studied Chairman Mao
Tse-tung’s works on people's war
In Wuhan in central-south China,
armed militiamen swam the Yangtse
River as part of their training. In
Shansi, Huang Hsiao-tan, a veteran

local

Militiamen of a Kwangtung people’s commune training

Chairman Mao Sees New
Peking Opera

Chairman Mao Tse-tung and other
Party and state leaders on August
12 saw Hong Sao, a new Peking
opcra on a modern, revolutionary
Hong Sao is produced by a
Peking opera theatre of Shantuns.
Its title is taken from the name of its
leading character, a young peasant
heroine in Shantung who rescues a
wounded P.L.A. fighter f[rom the
encmy during the War of Liberation.

theme,

After the performance Chairman
Mao and his colleagues posed for a
photograph with the performers.

militiaman said: “The U.S. gang-
sters are the enemy No. 1 of the peo-
ples of the world. Their aggression

against Viet Nam is aimed at the
revolution of the world’s people.
When  they are sharpening  their

swords, we too must sharpen ours;
the best way ol dealing with them is
to wipe out their counter-revolution-
ary arms with revolutionary arms.”

C.P. Leaders from Abroad

M. Williams, Chairman of the Na-
tional Committee of the Communist
Party of New Zealand, arrived in
Peking on August 14 for a visit,

A delegation of the Central Com-
miltee of the Communist Parly of
Venezuela arrived in Peking on the
16th at the invitation of the Central
Committee ol the Communist Party
of China. It is headed by Eduardo
Gallegos Mancera, Member of the
Political Bureau of the C.C. of the
Venezuelan C.P.

On hand to welcome the N.Z. and
Venezuelan comrades at the airport
were Chen Yi, Member of the Po-
litical Burcau of the Chinese Party's

Central Committee, Lu Ting-yi,
Alternale Member of the Political
Bureau and Member of the Secre-

tariat of the C.C. of the C.P.C, and
others.

Malayoshi Oka, Member of the
Secretariat of the Central Commitice
of the Japanese Communist Party
arrived in Peking on August 18 for a
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visit at the invitation of the C.C. of
the Chinese Party. He was wel-
comed at the airport by Lu Ting-yi.
Liu Ning-I, Member of the C.C. of
the Chinese Party, and others.

Four National Days

Four countries celebrate their Na-
tional Days in mid-August. They are
the Democratic Pcople’s Republie of
Korea (August 15). the Congo (Braz-
zaville) (August 13), Indonesia (Au-
cust 17) and the Pcople’s Republic of
Rumania (August 23). The Chincse
people, sharing their joy. sent them
greetings and congratulations.

Korea's 19th Liberation Anniversary.
Chinese Communist Party and slate
leaders, Mao Tse-tung, Liu Shao-chi.
Chu Teh and Chou En-lai, in a mes-
sage to the Korean Workers' Partly
and state leaders, Kim II Sung and
Choi  Yong Kun, acclaimed the
Korean people for having “not only
achieved a great, historic victory in
their war against U.S. imperialist
aggression but also set a shining
example of sell-reliance in socialist
construction,” These struggles and
snecesses, said the message., were a
powerful aid to China’s socialist con-
struction; it pledged that the Chi-
nese people would stand for ever in
close unity with the Korean people
and struggle together with them for
the achievement of new victories for
world peace, national liberation, peo-
ple’s democracy and socialism.

Vice-Premiers Chen Yi, Lo Jui-
ching and other leaders were among
the guests of the Korean Ambassa-
dor Pak Se Chang at a reception.
The Ambassador in his loast de-
clared that in the struggle against
imperialism and modern revisionism
the Korean pceople would always be
found at the side of their Chinese
brothers.  Vice-Premier Chen Yi. in
reply. hailed the growth of the mili-
tant [riendship and great unity be-
tween the two countries based on
Marxism-Leninism.

Receptions  were given by the
China-Korea Friendship Association
and by the Red Star Sino-Korean
Friendship People’s Commune on the
outskirts of Peking.

Chinese Party and Government Dele-
gation in Rumania. A delegation of
the Chinese Communist Party and
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Government led by Vice-Premier Li
IIsicn-nien, Member of the Political
Pureau of the Party’s Central Com-
mittee, left Peking by special plane
[or Bucharest to attend the celebra-
tions of the [orthcoming 20th anni-
versary of the liberation of Rumania.
The members of the delegation are:
Air Force General Liu Ya-lou, Mem-
ber of the Ceniral Committee of the
C.P.C. and Vice-Minister of National
Defence: Li Chiang, Vice-Minister of
Foreign Trade: Hou Teh-pang, Vice-
Minister of the Chemical Industry and
Department Member of the Chinese
Academy of Sciences: and Liu Fang,
Chinese Ambassador to Rumania,
who is already in Bucharest.

Earlier, the Rumanian Ambassador
to China, Dumitru Gheorghiu, gave
a press conlerence in Pcking deal-
ing mainly with th¢ Rumanian peo-
ple’s achievements in socialist con-
struction. The entire people of Ru-
mania is closcly rallied around the
Rumanian Workers’ Parly and its
Central Commitiece headed by
Gheorghe Gheorghiu-Dej, Ambas-
sador Gheorghiu told the Chinese
and foreign correspondents present.
IHe stressed the importance to Ru-
mania’s socialist construction of de-
veloping large-scale. mechanized in-
dustry, especially heavy industry.
“Abiding by the universally valid
general laws of the socialist revolu-
tion and taking into account the
concrete historical conditions pre-
vailing in Rumania., the Rumanian
Workers' Parly has been engaged in
a great creative task.” the Rumanian
Ambassador said. “The Rumanian
people,” he declared, “are meeling
this greatest national holiday with
feelings of legitimate pride” and
would “unflinchingly proceed along
the road opened up by August 23.”

19th Anniversary of Indonesian In-
dependence.  Chairman  Liu - Shao-
chi and Premicr Chou En-lai sent a
joint message to President and Pre-
mier Sukarno congratulating him on
the occasion of Indonesia’s National
Day. Their message expressed joy
at the victories achieved by Indonesia
in opposing aggression and interfer-
ence by imperialism. colonialism and
neo-colonialism and the positive con-
tributions it has made in internation-
al affairs and in strengthening

Afro-Asian solidarity against
perialism.

im-

On the evening of August 17, In-
donesian  Ambassador Djawoto was
host to 700 people at a reception in
the Pcking Hotel. The guests in-
cluded Chairman Chu Teh of the
N.P.C. Standing Commitice, Vice-
Premiers Chen Yi, Nieh Jung-chen
and Vice-Chairman Lin Feng of the
N.P.C. Standing Committee. Vice-
Premier Chen Yi stated at the
reception that the Chinese people
resolutely supported the people of
north Kalimantan in their struggle
for national independence and no
less resolutely supported the Indo-
nesian people in their just struggle
against Malaysia — the product of
neo-colenialism. IHe declared that
“no matter how long it may take,
the north Kalimantan people, per-
sisting in their struggle, will certain-
ly win victory. Collusion between
the U.S. and British imperialists
will only result in an even swifter
and more disastrous defeat for all
their schemes of aggression in
Southeast Asia.”

1st Anniversary of the Congo (B)'s
August Revolution. Chinese delega-
tes, representing the Chinese Gov-
crnment, the Chinese Alro-Asian
Solidarity Committee and Chinese
youth arrived in Brazzaville to at-
tend the celebrations therve. A
message of greeting was senl by
Chairman Liu Shao-chi to President
Alphonse Massamba-Debat of the
Republic of the Congo (B); greetings
were also sent by Premier Chou En-
lai to Pascal Lissouba, the Congolese
Premier.

Renmin Ribao on August 15, pub-
lished an editorial noting the re-
markable successes gained by the
republic in the past year in
consolidating its independence and
sovereigniy.  suppressing  foreign
subversion. uprooting the vestiges of
colonialism and developing its na-
tional economy and culture. The
editorial acclaimed the republic for
the positive role it has played in in-
ternational affairs. The paper de-
clared: “The [viendship and co-opera-
tion between China and the Congo
is based on equality, mutual benefit
and mutuul respect. We are certain
that the prospect for the develop-
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ment of this friendship and co-

operation are boundless.”

Closer Co-operation With Asian,
African, Latin American
Countries

Co-operation in the economic, cul-
tural and scientific fields is growing
between China and other Asian, Afri-
can and Latin American countries,

With the Congo (Brazzaville), China
has recently signed a trade and pay-
ments agreement;

With Ghana, il has signed an agree-
ment  supplementary to the 1961
agrecement on economic and technical
co-operation;

With Guinea, it has signed an
accord on ce-operation in radio
broadcasting;

With Algeria, it has signed an agree-
ment on friendly co-operation be-
tween the two countries’ news agen-
cies.

With the Democratic Republic of
Viet Nam, China has lately concluded
an agreement on co-operation in posts
and telecommunications and another
on co-operation in public health. The
fourth session of the executive body
for scientific and technical co-opera-
tion between the two countries was
held between August 6 and 12. Taking
part was a Vietnamese government
scientific and technical delegation,
headed by Dang Viet Chau, Vice-
Chairman of the National Planning
Commission, and on the Chinese side
a delegation headed by Yang Lin,
Vice-Chairman of the Commission for
i’conomic Relations with Foreign
Countries. Following the session, the
1964 scientific and technical co-opera-
tion protocol was signed. It provides
for comprehensive co-operation be-
tween the two countries in the spheres
of the metallurgical, machine-building
and other industries. It also arranges
for exchanges of experts, trainees,
technical data and other matters.

With Cuba, a Chinese delegation
signed in Havana in mid-August a
protocol related to the Economic Co-
operation Agreement concluded be-
tween the Governments of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China and the Re-
public of Cuba. The protocol was
dralted during [riendly negotiations

6

between the represeniatives ol the
two countries in conformity with the
said agreement signed in Peking on
November 30, 1960.

Kenyan Goodwill Mission
In China

A goodwill mission from Kenya.
led by Ramogi Achieng Oneko, Min-
ister for Informalion, Broadcasting
and Tourism, arrived in Shanghai by
air on August 7. Vice-Premier and
Foreign Minister Chen Yi and Vice-
Foreign Minister Wang Ping-nan,
who came specially [from Peking.
were ameng the welcomers at the
Shanghai airport.

The mission visited Shanghai,
Wusih and Nanking from August

8-14. On August 15, accompanied by
Wang Ping-nan, it arvived in Peking
by special plane and received a rous-
ing welcome from a large party
headed by Chen Yi.

At the banquet he gave the follow-
ing day in honour of the mission,
Chen Yi extended greetings to the
guests on behalf of the Chinese Gov-
ernment and people, and hailed the
Kenyan people for their tradition of
prolonged struggle against imperial-
ism and colonialism. He acclaimed
the Kenvan Government's recent ex-
pulsion ol a number of colonialist
elements as a manifestation of the
fighting will of the Kenyan people.

The Chinese people. he declared.
wholeheartedly wished Kenva new
and still greater successes on the
path of independent development
under the leadership of Prime
Minister Jomo Kenyatta.

Reaffirming the five principles fol-
lowed by China in its relations with
the African countries as expressed
by Premier Chou En-lai during his
African tour, he said that China
would, as before, continue to practise
these principles. The sincere friend-
ship between the Chinese people and
the peoples of Kenya and other Afri-
can countries would stand the test of
time, he declared.

The Kenyan mission is continuing
its tour of Peking.
Visiting Kinsmen Held in Brazil

Three representatives of the rela-
tives of the nine Chinese illegally

detained by the Brazilian authorities
for more than four months, lelt
Peking for Brazil on August 17 in
the company of Yi Cheng-hsin, rep-
resculative of the Red Cross Socie-
ty of China. They were chosen by all
the relatives of the nine detained
Chinese to visit and look after their
nnocent  kinsmen in Brazil. The
three are Chen Ping, wife of Wang
Wei-chen, correspondent of Hsinhua
News Agency in Brazil; Ko Ta-an,
wife of Chu Ching-tung. stall member
of Hsinhua News Agency: and Kuo
Jui-ting, wife of Hou Fa-tseng, lead-
er of the group which went to Brazil
to prepare a Chinese economic and
trade exhibition.

On August 15, Vice-Premier and
Foreign Minister Chen Yi received
the three representatives and also
the representative of the Red Cross
Socicty. The Vice-Premier asked them
to express his deep concern and ve-
gards to their relatives in Brazil.

Children of Algerian Martyrs
Holiday in China

Seventy-five Algerian  children,
aged between 9-17, who are sons and
daughters of martyrs of the Algerian
War of National Liberation, have
come to China to spend their sum-
mer holiday. They are the guestls of
the Chinese People’s National Com-
mittee in Defence of Children, the
Chinese Commission for Cultural Re-
lations with Foreign Countries and
the Central Commitiee of the Com-
munist Youth League of China. Ros-
tane Raoutsi, technical adviser to the
Ministry of Social Affairs and director
of social aflairs of the Algiers Prefee-
ture, has come with them.

Arriving in Peking on August 13,
they were given a warm welcome at
the airport by a crowd of Chinese
Young Pioneers who had waiied
cagerly for their arrival. They soon
felt at home in the arms of their hosts
and they were already singing in
chorus with their young Chinese
friends as they left the airport.

On Saiurday morning, Teng Ying-
chao, Vice-Chairman of the Commit-
tee in Defence of Children, metl the
Algervian youngsters in the lounge of
thie Peace Hotel where they are stay-

(Continued on p. 25.)
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Vice-Premier Chen Yi on U.S. Aggression
In Viet Nam end the Congo (L)

e The United States is pretending that it has called a halt in Viet

Nam. This is a fraud.

The aggressor must be punished. The debt of blood must be repaid.
The matter is far from being over.

e As a last resort, U.S. imperialism has now come forward itself to

suppress the Congolese peopie.

ECENTLY. on several occasions, Vice-Premier Chen
Yi again condemned U.S. aggressive plols against
Viet Nam and the Congo (Leopoldville).

All Possible Measures Must Be Taken to Assist Viet Nam.
On August 16. when addressing a banquet in hon-
cur of the Goodwill Mission of Kenya, led by Ramogi
Achieng Oneko, Minister for Information. Broadcasting
and Tourism, Vice-Premier Chen Yi said:

“The situation in both Asia and Africa is very lense
because U.S. imperialism persisis in its policies of ag-
gression and war provocation. Some days ago the U.S.
Johnson Administration, after fabricating a shameless
lie, launched a premeditated armed attack on the Dem-
ocratic Republic of Viet Nam, thus taking the [irst
step in expanding the war in Indo-China. In face of
the victorious resistance of the Vietnamese people and
the resolute opposition of the people of the whole world,
the liar and aggressor — the United States — is now pre-
tending that it has called a halt. Tt must be pointed
out that this is a fraud and must not be trusted. U.S.
imperialism has already embarked on the road of ex-
panding the war in Indo-China and breaking the peace
of Asia. In these circumstances. the people of the Asian
countries must unite and take all possible measures 1o
assist the people of Viet Nam and the other Indo-Chinese
staies and defeat the U.S. aggressor.”

U.S. Turning the Congo Info a Second South Viet Nam.
On the same occasion, referring to the situation in the
Congo, Chen Yi said:

“The Uniled States has openly sent ifs military per-
sonnel o the Congo (Leopoldvilie) to suppress the pa-
triotic armed siruggle of the Congolese people.  This is
a serious slep l(uaken by the Uniled Stales in starling
special warfare in the Congo in an attempt to turn the
Congo into a second south Viet Nam. The United Staies
tried to bring the Congo under its control by means of
the U.N. forces and failed. It then tried to do the same
through the instrumentality of Tshombe and failed
again. As a last resort, U.S. imperialism has now come
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forward itself. This is no sign of strength bul demon-
strates that it is driven into a corner. This state of al-
fairs will only stimulate the Congolese people to even
more resolute resistance. Today, the Congo is no longer
what it was four years ago. And Africa is no longer the
Alrica of the past. The struggles of all oppressed nations
support each other. The struggles of the African pco-
ples support Asia and those of the Asian peoples sup-
port Africa, We believe that, with the support of thoir
brothers in Africa and Asia and of the rest of the peoplc
of the world, the Congolese people will certainly succeed
in smashing the U.S. aggressor's new plot and winning
genuine independence and freedom. The complele
emancipation of Africa is inevitable.”

Johnson Competing With Goldwater in War-Mongering,
On August 17. speaking at the Indonesian National
Day reception given by the Indonesian Ambassador to
China, Djawoto, Vice-Premier Chen Yi said:

“The acts of aggression of the U.S. Johnson Ad-
ministration cannot be covered up. The facts demon-
strate that Johnson is even worse than John Foster
Dulles. While Dulles pursued a policy of brinkmanship.
Johnson has gone over the *brink of war’ by taking the
road of extending the war in Indo-China. Johnson i=
competing with Goldwater in war-mongering; he and
Goldwater are jackals of the same lair.”

“After committing the towering crime of launching
a premeditated armed attack on the Democratic Re-
public of Viet Nam, the U.S. aggressors now say that
the matter is over. This is a fraud. We hereby tell
them frankly that the maiter is far from being over.
The aggressor must be punished. The debt of blood
must be repaid. Since the United States has launched
armed aggression, the Vietnamese people have gained
the right of action to fight against aggression, and all
the peace-loving countries and people have gained the
right of action to assist the Vietnamese people in their
fight against aggression. The initiative is entirely in
our hands. The Chinese people, together with the peo-
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ples of Southeast Asia, are determined to carry through
to the end their just struggle ol supporting the Viet-
namese people in their fight against aggression.”

A General Review of the World’s Political Forces. Ear-
lier, on August 12, receiving the visiting Govern-
ment Scientific and Technical Delegation of the Viet
Nam Democratic Republic led by Dang Viet Chau, Vice-
Chairman of the National Planning Commission, Vice-
Premier Chen Yi said that the so-called Tonkin Gulf

Foreign Press Opinion

Johnson’s Gamble

ORLDWIDE incredulity about what the Johnson
Administration called the “sccond atlack” on
U.S. destroyers by D.R.V. torpedo boats in the Gulf
of Tonkin on August 4 has been on the rise. Not only
was the first U.S. version of the imaginary “sea battle”
challenged and dismissed as a blatant fabrication, but
the later revamped version of the “attack” not being
“deliberate” but stemming [rom some “confusion.”
“a series of misunderstandings,” etc., which emerged
from Washington subsequent lo the spate of disbelief
greeting the first official hand-out, was similarly nailed
as a lie,

That the second hallucination is as much suspect
as the first is readily apparent by reading only a few
commentis from some of the newspapers of America’s
allies.  The British Guardian noted editorially on
August 11 that the “very tortuousness™ ol U.S. answers
to the Tonkin Gull incident “suggested that something
was wrong with the question.”

Cock-and-Bull Story

Combat, the French daily. queried on August 12
the veracity of the cock-and-bull story that small
D.R.V. naval forces had challenged powerful U.S. des-
troyvers on the open seas. “One can well imagine,”
it said, “that the alleged ‘aggression” made on August
4 by torpedo boats against the destroyer Maddox and
the Ticonderoga which, in a ‘battle’ lasting two and a
hall hours have suffered no damage at all, can only
take place in the rich imagination ol the ‘brain trust’
of the White House.”

Deutsche Volkszeitung. a West German news-
paper, in an article on August 14 derided the American
concoction of the Tonkin Guli incident as a “desperate
atlempt” to relrieve Washinglon's hopeless war in
south Viet Nam. It taunted the United States with
bungling in new lies to cover up old ones. “U.S.
delegate Stevenson,” it said, “aroused the astonish-
ment and doubts of U.N. delegates when he failed to
produce any precise material on the Tonkin Gulf in-
cident. Moreover, contrary to usual U.S. promptitude,
he had no evidence and photo at hand.” The paper

incident fabricated by U.S. imperialism was a fresh
and great review ol the political forces of the
world. The people of China and other countries were
all on the side of the Vietnamese people, in resolute
opposition to U.S. armed aggression against Viel Nam;
while not a single country in the world fully supported
the U.S. acts of aggression. Even in the United States
itself. the people had begun to demonstrate against U.S.
aggression in Viet Nam.

in the Tonkin Gulf

noted the shift in American propaganda after the first
howler. Instead of *“the North Vietnamese provoca-
tion.” the Deutsche Volkszeitung pointed out that the
new line was that “it was due to a series of ‘mis-
understandings’ that President Johnson sent his men to
bomb north Vietnamese cities.”

How did the American account sound to people
familiar with naval warfare? A retived officer of the
Royal Canadian Navy, Licutenant-Commander J.B.
Lamb. writing in the Toronto Telegram on August 14,
described the American manoeuvres as actions “cloaked
in a mantle of falschood and misrepresentation by
which the attacker becomes the attacked, the victim
the aggressor.” He said, “It is just not in the cards for
light motor torpedo boats of north Viet Nam to atlack
U.S. destroyers.” Aflter castigating Washington re-
ports of naval aclion in the Gulf of Tonkin on August
4 as “very palpable untruths,” he warned the public
against accepting all such pronouncements from offi-
cial U.S. sources. “To put it bluntly,” the old sea dog
alerted his readers, “they are caleulated untruths, delib-
crately fashioned to further the U.S. Administration’s
atm.

Long-Distance Intrusion

To disabuse the public of these ‘“very palpable
uniruths,” many world observers pointed to the long-
distance intrusion ol the United States across the Pa-
cilic, the provocalive and therefore indefensible appear-
ance of the U.S. Tth Fleet off the Victnamese coast.
“The Gull of Tonkin,” said N.ILLK.'s (Japanese Broad-
casling Corporation) diplomatic commentator, Minoru
Omori, ~is an inland sca between north Viet Nam and
Hainan Island. and therefore, from the point of view
of north Viet Nam, no maller how much the United
States may insist that it is the high seas, common
sense tells us that it is the inland sea of north Viet
Nam.”

Der Bund, a Swiss paper, pointed out on August
9 that U.S. warships had no right to patrol the Gulf
of Tonkin. *“The Gull, alter all. is embraced by the
communist countries, north Viet Nam and China. The
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coasts and territory of the United States are thousands
of kilometres away on the other side of the Pacific.”
Or, as an article in the British Guardian (August 11)
described the American intruders, “from the other side
of carth.” Asked the same paper, “What were the
U.S. warships doing there in the Gulf of Tonkin which
is entirely surrounded by the shores of China and
north Viet Nam?"

“Why should a couniry situaled thousands of
miles away from the area of the present conflict insist
that she has a right to establish and maintain bases
in this areca? Why should Americans be allowed {o
maintain their troops in this area and disturb the
peace and tranquillity of the region?” questioned the
Business Post of Pakistan.

These are palpable questions. questions that have
olten been asked belore, and will be asked again, of
the United States which sets itsell up as the world’s
policeman, in Cyprus and the Congo in the heart of
Africa. TU.S. imperialism has been pursuing a policy
of war and aggression in various parts of the world;
this is ils set objective. What then were the imme-
diate aims of its gamble in Indo-China on August 5?

Asian and African opinion pointed to the U.S.
debacle in south Viet Nam where the Pentagon plan-
ners hoped that a diversionary attack on the north
would provide some respite, or in the words of James
Reston of the New York Times, averl a “‘spectacular
deleat.”  Sinar Harapan, an Indonesian newspaper,
wrote on August 10 that the United States. unable to
stop the Vietnamese patriotic armed forces from win-
ning. intended to expand the war lo provide an excuse
for its forces to land in north Viet Nam and occupy
its cilies. The Ceylonese weekly, Kamkaruwa, on
August 8 commented likewise: “Having failed to face
up to south Vietnamese guerrilla attacks and having
found no way oul of an aggression which it com-
mitled in Laos, U.S. imperialism
was now engaged in a biy
gamble, a mad and last-diich
agamble.” The Ghanaian Times
(August 8) of Accra saw in the
madcap adventure the evil
design of holding down south
Viet Nam as an American

preserve.

Yorkshire Post. for instance. wrote (August 7). “Perhaps,
it is said, it was all a put-up job to show American
eleclors that President Johnson is as slrong as Senator
Goldwater.”

On the other side of the Atlantic, in the United
States itself, the blew that the US. President struck
on August 5 had long been in the book. The frequent
visits of tfop American oificials to south Viet Nam
and the hectic preparations and aclivities of the Ame-
rican Government climaxed by the Henolulu confer-
ence in June were unmistakable straws in the wind.
The only question was just when the blow would fall.
As the Christian Science Monitor pul it on August 8,
though in rather obtuse terms, the Tonkin Gulfl inci-
dent would not cause any surprise if U.S. failure in
south Viet Nam was taken into censideration. “Those
who are greatly surprised by the evenls in the Gulf of
Tonkin,” it said, “forget that there is a war on ...
the trends of this war led directly to events like these
ol the past week.” The Uniled Slates and the south
Vietnamese. it held, had to turn the tide or face defeat.
“The plans quietly evolving under President Johnson
are now coming out from under the wraps concealing
them,” it added.

“World Gangster”

These plans were condemned and opposed. Burma
drew attention to the U.S. attempts fo fan the flames
of war. Ludu warned that “it will be wrong if
we regard U.S. war preparations in Southeast Asia as
a step to attack the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam
alone. It is planning to atltack the People’s Republic
of China and other countries as well.” The Mirror of
Rangoon denounced the U.S. Government as a “world
gangsier.” Pakistani papers were strong in their de-
nunciation., too. The daily Jang said the U.S. altack
on the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam “is a clear
proof of the political bankruptcy of Washington.” The

Other newspapers men-
tioned another factor, the
American presidential election.
Al Gomhouria of Cairo for one,
alter lashing out at Lyndon
Johnson for doing what Ken-
nedy did in Cuba, wrole
editorially that Johnson’s “pur-
pose is to win against Gold-
waler in the forthcoming pres-
idential elections.” Pretty much
the same thing was said in the
Brilish press on this score. The
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Rear Admiral Moore, commander of U.S, Task Force Seven, said his
ships would continue to defend the freedom of the secas.
Cartoon by Jack Chen



United States, it maintained. had committed a great
crime by attacking the D.R.V., and the whole world
would not excuse it. Ta’'meer of Rawalpindi said that
now evervbody would come to realize that the United
States is the real enemy 1o the freedom of the Asian
and African peoples.

Ny Dag, the Swedish paper. ran two articles con-
demning the Uniled States for its criminal policies at
home and abroad. “Who gave the Uniled Slates the
right to defend the freedom of others? Isn’t it better
for it to sweep the snow lying in front of its own
door? Haven't the recent Negro demonstrations made
it clear that American citizens have no freedom?” The
aims cherished by U.S. imperialism, it said, are very
much similar to those of Adolf Hitler. Renovacion,
the Argentine weekly (August 12), called on the people
“to lodge a worldwide protest against the U.S. war
maniacs and clip their aggressive claws which have
extended to Viet Nam.”

Even the Times of London, which is usually well-
disposed to the American Administration, found it hard
to defend the American aggression. Bending to British
public opinion which took the U.S. “second attack™
story with a grain of sall. it was obliged to come out
with a note somewhat jarring to Washingion's cars.
“1I President Johnson had announced that he was
henceforth carrying the war by land, sea and air into
north Viet Nam, or even was going on with air raids
indefinitely, then many more of the allicd peoples
would have had qualms and doubts.” What agitated
Whitehall. for which the Times is a staunch spokesman,
was that “such an action, on China’s doorstep,
would almost certainly bring more havoe than profit.”
II its imperialist partner was able to achieve its prime
objeclive of improving its position in Indo-China, and
especially in south Viet Nam, perhaps Whitchall would
show a little more enthusiasm. But has it?

“Our friends have not misunderstood. . .

i

That the U.S. air strike against the D.R.V. had not
mitigated Washington’s military plight in south Viet
Nam was the eubjccl of varied press comment. The
British Sunday Times on August 9 wrote “that does not
mean that the war in south Viet Nam is any ncarer
its end. Here, where the Americans are tied by the
tail, is the real nub of the situation, which last week’s
raids can do little to alter.,” The paper said the United
States, after pouring men and money into the bot-
tomless pit ol south Viet Nam year alter ycar, is as far
today as it ever was from the prospect of victory, The
Observer, another British Sunday paper of the same
date, held that the US. war in south Viet Nam was
“lost.” It said that if the military inlervention in this
area by the United States was prolonged the effect
would be “calamitous.” The New Statesman (August 7)
believed thal America’s “special war” in south Viet
Nam *“can never be won.” In its following issue this
journal noted that “none of President Johnson's long-
iterm problems in Viet Nam have been lessened by the
United States show of force in the Tonkin Gulf, and
his short-icrm problems may well be compounded.”
The West German newspaper Deutsche Volkszeitung
(August 14) predicted the Johnson adventure in the
Gulf of Tonkin would lead to an American Dien Bien
Phu.

What could the air action against the D.R.V. do for
the Johnson Administration, asked the Japanese Asahi
Shimbun on August 7. This paper opined that the
United States would land itself in a grave situation if
it expands its bombings in north Viet Nam. “Should it
attempt to attack north Viet Nam as a step to recover
its losing ground in Laos and south Viet Nam and
settle the war in Indo-China,” it said. “it must come
to realize that no judgment and policy will be more
unrealistic than this.”

In attacking the D.R.V. on a pretext created out
of thin air, and thus exacerbating the already tense
situation in Indo-China, the U.S. Government has ex-
posed itself still further as the common enemy of the
people of all lands. If it has achicved anything at all.

no'“

. « . because we have been united.”
Cartoons by fack Chen
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it has only succeeded in mobilizing world public opinion
against it. To the Cambodian people who live next door
to the Vietnamese, U.S, imperialism represents the dis-
penser of poisonous chemicals dropped on Cambodian
territory by U.S. plancs. To the Jupuncse people U.S.
imperialism represents Nagasaki and Hiroshima. To
the people on the Afrvican contunenl U.S. imperialism
represents the maker of [flunkeys like Tshombe who
murdered Lumumba, the hero ol the Congolese peovle.
To the people in Latin America, U.S. imperialism rep-
resents the Bay of Pigs, the shark. the upholder of
“gorillas™ who bleed their countries white in Wall
Street’s interests. The sudden and sneak attack on the
D.R.V. has further hammered all this home.

In view of the swelling fide of condemnation the
Johnson Administration has been hard at work to
create the impression that it “seeks no wider war” in
Indo-China, nor that it ever has. The repeated denial

/\,13'}%

RENMIN RIBAO

of authorization given to U.S. naval commanders o use
atomic weapons in the Gulf of Tonkin only begs the
question — was it ever contemplated?

Despite Johnson's “peaceful” evewash, Washing-
lon’s actions, such as the continuous concentration of
American [orces in the region, belie official White House
statements, On August 13, USIS said, “The war in Viet
Nam is going to get hotler and bloodicr very soon.
There is a strong prospect that U.S. planes will strike
at communist depots, bases and bridges and other kev
facilities both in Viet Nam and Laos ncar the south Viet
Nam border. . . . There is a keen desire to keep the
ball rolling. . . .”

To such threats the answer is a united struggle by
the people. As Meatophum of Cambuodia rvightly put it,
if we are determined to fight it steadiastly imperialism
will turn out to be a paper tiger.

— CK.C.

U.S. Imperialists, Hands Off
The Congo (Leopoldville)!

Following is a translation of “Renmin Ribao's”
August 15 editorial “No U.S. Imperialist Armed Inter-
vention Against the Congo (L) Will Be Tolerated!”
Subheads are ours. — Ed.

A FTER inventing the “Tonkin Gulf incident” and
{ launching aggression against the Democratic Re-
public of Viet Nam in Socutheast Asia, the Johnson
Administration is now resorting to direct armed inter-
venlion against the people of the Cango (L). The US.
Defence Department has officially announced that in
addition 1o the emergency transportation ol tanks, air-
cralt and other military materials to the Cengo in aid
of the puppet Tshombe regime, it has sent there more
than 100 U.S. military personnel including 50 parairoop-
ers. 56 air force crewmen and maintenance personnel.
This is a major step taken by U.S. imperialism in schem-
ing to unleash a bloody war of intervention against the
Congo and a grave provocation against the Congolese
and other African peoples.

Direct Aggression Aacinst the Congo

Upon announcing this aggressive move, U.S. govern-
meni officials guibbled that these ULS. troops “would
cngage in no operatiens,” but would be *made available
to the U.S, ambassador in the Congo for any assignments
he might recommend.” This is the most absurd non-
sense. Ias there ever been such an instance in the
world in which the government of a country makes
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troops armed to the teeth “available” to ils ambassador
aceredited to another country? In reality. this wild and
arrogant Washington statement is tantamount to a self-
confession that the U.S. ambassador bosses over the
Congo and that the Congo is already regarded as a U.S.
colony. Can there be any olher interpretation? It is an
unalterable fact that the dispatch of U.S. troops to the
Congo, whatever the number, is a direct aggression
against the Congo.

This aggressive U.S. move is a sericus slep of mili-
tary intervention taken after the recent peace fraud of
the so-called “‘national reconciliation” was exposed. Not
long ago, alter the U.S. manipulated “U.N. force” was
compelied to pull out of the Congo. the Johnson Ad-
minisiration, in order to disintegrate and wipe out the
patriotic Congolese armed forces, collaborated with the
old colonialists in restoring the imperialists’ old-time
flunkey Tshombe to power and viciously plotled the
“national reconciliation” fraud. But. the Congolese peo-
ple, with their rich experience of struggle. quickly ex-
posed this trick. The revolulionary situation in the
Congo is continuing to develop vigorously and irresist-
ibly. The people’s armed struggle recenily has made
great headway in the east. west, south and north. The
pairiotic Congolese armed forces not only captured
Albertville, capital of North Katanga, long ago; recent-
ly they also captured Monono. a tin mining centre, and
Stanleyville, the third largest city. In particular, the
vast Congo countryside is under the conirol of the
patriotic forces. The reactionary rule of the U.S.-
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Kasavubu-Tshombe puppet clique is on the verge of
disintegration.

Coming Out in the Open

It is in these circumstances that the Johnson Ad-
ministration. alarmed and upset, has more strenuously
contrived military intervention against the Congo. A
few days ago, U.S. Under Secrctary of Stale Averell
Harriman went to Brussels to confer with the Belgian
old colonialists on a pernicious scheme for joint inter-
vention against the Congo. Shortly afterwards, G.
Mennen Williams, U.S. Assistant Secretary of Stale for
African Affairs, went to Leopoldville to “discuss” with
Tshombe the question of U.S. and Belgian “aid.” As a
matier of fact, U.S. military intervention against the
Congo began long ago. A U.S. military advisory group
has long been present in the Congo. U.S. aircraft have
wantonly bombed the patriotic armed [orces. Now, the
U.S. announcement of large amounts of military aid
to the puppet Tshombe clique and the dispatch of more
than 100 military personnel to the Cengo are further de-
velopments of events there. It can be seen clearly that
the Johnson Administration, in its intervention against
the Congo, is embarking step by step on the road of ex-
tensive direct military adventure. If in the past the
U.S. imperialists hid themseclves behind the “U.N. force”
in carrying out bloody repressions against the Congolese
people, now they have come out in the open and bran-
dished their butcher’s knife at the patriotic Congolese
people.

A Prelude to Large-Scale Intervention

It must be pointed out that the Johnson Admin-
istration’s aggressive action in sending more than 100
[1.S. military personnel to the Congo is only a prelude to
its large-scale armed intervention against that country.
The whole set of tacties the United Stales is adopting in
the Congo is extremely similar to those resorted to be-
fore it launched its war of aggression against south Viet
Nam. Evidently. the Johnson Administration is secking
to turn the Cengo into a second south Viet Nam and im-
pose a U.S. war ol aggression on the Congolese people.
The aggressive action by U.S. imperialism in carrying
out military intervention againsi the Congo, therefore,
is a big threat not only to that countiy, but also to the
independence and peace of all other African countries.
Like the armed aggression unleashed by the United
States several days ago against the Democratic Repub-
lic of Viet Nam. the Johnson Administration’s aggres-
sive moves against the Congo have once more exposed
U.S. imperialism as the most ferocious common cnemy
of the oppressed nations and peoples of Africa, Asia.
Latin America and the rest of the world. and of all
peace-loving couniries and peoples the world over.

Direct military intervention does not in the least
show the strength of the U.S. imperialist position in the
Congo. but. on the contrary. it is a demonstration that
the U.S. aggressive policy against that country is facing
a dead end. The U.S. plan to make use of the “U.N.
force™ [or aggression has proved ineffective. The United
States is making a fresh attempt to invite the Belgian
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old colonialisls to serve its interests in the Congo. But it
is highly doubtful if they, having been edged out by the
U.S. new colonialists in the past, would now willingly
pull the U.S. chestnuis out of the fire. Pushing its
vicious plot of making “Africans fight Africans.” the
Uniled States is also attempting {o drag other Aflrvican
countries into the morass. But can the united African
peoples allow U.S. imperialism to do this? The fact that
the recent second summit conference of African coun-
tries rejected the participation of the Tshombe clique
fully reflects the common will of the peoples of the
African countries to oppoese the stooges of the old and
new colonialists in the Cengo and support the patriotic,
just struggle of the Cengolese people. U.S. imperialism
is pulling ils stake on Lhe notorious Tshombe. The New
Yerk Times even described the Congo's No. 1 traitor
who has been spurned by the Congolese people as 1he
U.S. “best hopes.” In coping with the Congolese peo-
ple’s national-liberation struggle, the Johnson Adminis-
tration has no other alternative but to appear directly
on the scene in the Congo. This is, indecd, the nuost
deplorable thing for U.S. imperialism.

The Congolese People Stand Firm

The heroic Congolese pecple cannot be cowed into
submission. They have seen clearly the malevolent [ea-
tures of U.S. imperialism. They will neither fall into
the trap of any of its deceplive schemes. nor will they
be [rightened by ilts wmmed intervention. In profest
against U.S. military personnel taking part in the sup-
pression of the struggle of the Congolese people. the
Congolese patriotic armed forces have demanded the
withdrawal of the U.S. consulate [rom Stanleyville. The
National Council for the Liberation of the Congo
issued a bulletin warning the U.S. Government: “Any
military aid given [by the U.S.] to the Tshombe govern-
ment in the present circumstances will be considered
an act of belligerency against the Congolese people and
an interference in the internal affairs of the Congo.”
Should U.S. imperialism fail to heed this warning of
the Cangolese people and dare to take a divect part in
the Congolese civil war and launch an aggressive war
against the Congo, it will lind itsell deep in a quagmire
in the heart of Africa. unable 1o extricate itself. Like
the peaples of south Viet Nam and Cuba. the heroic
Congolese people will surely tighten the loop round the
neck of U.S. imperialism and deal heavy blows against
the U.S. aggressors.

The Chinese people, together with the African peo-
ples and the people of the whole world, wholeheartedly
sympathize with and resolutely support the Congolese
people’s just and patrviotic struggle. It is our [lirm
beliel that the Congolese people will win final victory
in their struggle for natienal liberation so long as they
sharpen their vigilance, strengthen their unity and
persist in the struggle. U.S. imperialism and its [lunkeys
in the Congo will meet with complete failure in the end
whatever factics they may adopt. The destiny of the
Congo must be decided by the Congolese people them-
sclves.  No U.S. imperialist armed intervention against
the Congo will be tolerated.
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Chinese Scientists Welcome Peking
Symposium

PEKING'S spanking new Hall of Science will be the
scene of the capital’s Scientific Symposium which
is scheduled to open on August 20. Since the second
week in August delegations from more than 40 coun-
trics of Asia, Africa, Latin America and Oceania have
been arriving. As summer wanes and Peking's crisp
autumn appears on the horizon the assembled scientists
can look forward to fine weather and a friendly atmos-
pherve,

Opened on January 1. the Hall of Science on the
northwest suburbs has been specially decked out for
the big scientific evenl. The entrance to the spacious
grounds housing three buildings has been adorned with
colourful flags. A large streamer across the main
building says: “To Friends From All Countries, Wel-
come to the Symposium!” A varvied arrvay of [lowers
and well-groomed lawns surround the buildings where
the scientists will live and hold meetings. In prep-
aration for the symposium, workers have been inslal-
ling and checking microphones and earphones. Simul-
tancous franslation of speeches and papers in four
languages — Chinese, English, French and Spanish —
will greatly help the delegates from so many countries
exchange experience, discuss problems, learn [rom one
another and bring about better understanding and
co~operation.

Heading the 61-member Chinese delegation is noted
physicist Chou Pei-yuan. Vice-President of Peking
University and Vice-Chairman of the Chinese Scien-
lific and Technical Association. In addition, there are
32 specially invited delegates.

Before the Peking Symposium got under way lead-
ing Chinese scientisls expressed their wholehearted
support and weleome in interviews with newsmen:
Chou Pei-yvuan: I am looking forward to this interna-
tional meeting as a happy occasion where Chinese
scientists can learn from their collcagues from Asia,
Alrica, Latin America and Oceania. The people of many
countries on these continents had similar experiences of
oppression and enslavement. It is urgent to get lo-
gether to exchange views and experience on problems
such as the attainment and saleguarding of national in-
dependence, the development of our national economics
and cultures, the improvement of the livelihood of our
people. the raising ol scientific levels in our countries
and the training of young scientific workers. The
symposium will be a victorious gathering of scientific
workers from these continents. It will open a new era
in scientilic exchange between these regions.

Ting Ying, rice specialist: The holding of the Peking
Symposium indicates that the day of the imperialist
monopoly of science is gone. I am sure that the sym-
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posium will play an important part in helping the
growth of science in these countries.

Fu Lien-chang, President of the Chinese Medical Asso-
ciation: Chinese medical scientists will contribute ten
papers to the symposium. We are eagerly looking
forward to meeting our colleagues from different coun-
tries, sharing experience with them and discussing
questions ol medical science.

Chien Hsueh-sen, dynamics expert: The outright over-
lordism in science by U.S. imperialism is in line with
its piratical attempls at aggression., oppression  andd
control all over the world. We are firmly opposed 1o
U.S. imperialism and 1 think the holding of this
symposium conforms to a similar feeling among
scientists from these four continents,

Hou Teh-pang, chemical engineer: The enthusiastic sup-
port for the symposium by scientists of many countrics
shows that the people there are determined to develop
their national economy. science and cullure with their
own resources.

Hua Loo-keng, mathematician: Scientists from these
four conlinents have had a similar experience of op-
pression and discrimination and have common aspira-
tions for building their own countries. We will break
the imperialist monopoly of science and we shall use
science to improve our people’s living standards, build
up and defend our own countries, strive for world peace
and struggle against imperialism.

Ai Szu-chi, philosopher: The discussions by the social
scientists will add to the understanding of what meth-
ods the people should use to strive for complete victory
in the struggle against imperialism and colonialism and
for the transformation ol once backward countries into
advanced ones. Discussions among the philosophers
will contribute to the solution of problems concerning
the establishment of a revolutionary world outlook and
the prevention of corrosion by imperialist and revision-
ist ideas.

Chang Yu-yu, jurist: It is the common task of jurists
to oppose imperialism and new and old colonialism. W
must completely destroy imperialist and colonialist law
and [ree owrselves [rom its influence, and we must es-
tablish a new law which coincides with the interests
and demands of the people and which is based on actual
condilions in our own countries.

Hsueh Mu-chiao, economist: For many years, the peo-
ple of Lhe countries on these four continents have gained
much experience in the struggle for national economic
development and the building of their countries. I am
convinced that through exchanging experience and by
learning from and encouraging ecach other scientists
will make new contributions to the cause of revolu-
tion and construction in these countries.
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China’s Economic and Technical Aid
To Other Countries

by AI CHING-CHU

QUALITY and mufual benefit, mutual support, re-
spect [or the recipient countries’ sovereignty and
absence of any attached conditions — these are the
basic principles guiding China’s economic and technical
aid to foreign countries.

In the dark years of old China, the Chinese people
were subjected to untold enslavement and plunder by
the imperialist powers. Their heroic and unyielding
struggles have earned them the right to live equally and
independently among the world’s nations. From the day
ul its founding the People’s Republic of China, as a so-
¢ Vet country, has stood firmly for equality among
countries and has opposed the imperialist policy of
aggression, especially the rabid plans for world domina-
tion by U.S. imperialism. The Chinese pcople will never
bully others, nor will they allow others to ride rough-
shod over them and order them about.

At the same time, the people of China hold that the
struggles waged by the proletariat and other working
people of different countries are indivisibly linked tc-
gether. The imperialists’ domineering acts have stirred
up an angry wave of resistance among the oppressed
peoples and nalions everywhere, Struggles of the peoples,
no matter how far apart they are from each other
geographically. are closely co-ordinated and mutually
supporting. In the united front of the peoples against
imperialism, those countries where revolution has
triumphed, including the socialist and anti-imperialist
nationalist countries, also assist and support each other
in their national construction.

China’s Economic Relations With Fraternal
And Friendly Countries

The Chinese people are guided by these conceptions
in handling their economic relations with fraternal and
friendly countries.

Proletarian internationalism is the principle guid-
ing China in her cconomic relations with the fraternal
countries in the socialist camp. The common aim of the
proletariat of the world and of the people of the socialist
countries is to realize the great ideal of communism and
build a new world without imperialism, without capital-
ism and without exploitation of man by man. In the
light of this common aim, the socialist countries should
assist and support each other: each country should ex-
change what it has for what it hasn’t and what it
abounds for what it lacks. On the basis of self-reliance,

14

they should promote the common upsurge of their
respective economies and continuously increase the
strength of the socialist camp; at the same time, they
should treat each other as equals and respect each
other’s independence and sovereignty. In this spirit, the
Chinese people have consistently worked [or strengthen-
ing economic co-operation with fraternal countries,

The Chinese people greatly appreciate and are
eternally grateful for the support given by the fraternal
countries to China's socialist construction. At the same
time. they regard it as their bounden duty to support
their fraternal countries in national construction.

Economic and technical co-operation between China
and friendly nationalist countries is built on the five
principles: mutual respect for soverecignty and terri-
torial integrity, mutual non-aggression, non-interference
in cach other’s internal affairs, equality and mutual
benefit and peaceful coexistence. 1t is also carried
out in the spirit of mutual support. Despite the fact
that China and these friendly countries have different
social and political systems they are bound closely to-
gether by their common experiences under imperialist
and colonialist aggression and oppression, their com-
mon  struggle (o oppose imperialism, safcguard na-
tional independence and defend world peace and their
common task of national construction. This has opened
up great practical possibilities for their economic and
technical co-operation.

When China offers economic and technical aid to
these [riendly countries, she regards them as close
fricnds who can sincerely co-operate in a common
task. By persisting in their struggle against imperial-
ism and continuously increasing their anti-imperialist
strength. the new emerging independent countries are
rendering great support to China as well as to the
people of the rest of the world who cherish peace and
justice. In providing them with aid. China has done
nothing more than her share of international duty.
How can it be conceived that such mutual support
would have any conditions or privileges attached?

The Nature of Imperialist “Aid”

To anyone who respects facts, it is clear that the
“aid™ given by the imperialist countries which are pur-
suing a “jungle law™ policy is characlerized by severe
conditions and demands for a variety of privileges.
A most typical example is the “aid” by US. imperial-
ism. While exporting large sums of government
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capital in the form of foreign “aid,” the U.S. Govern-
ment uses its “aid” to interfere crudely in the
internal affairs of the recipient couniries, seize various
privileges to make investments, dump commodities,
and plunder raw and strategic materials in these
countries, and force them to f[ollow its dictates. It
even resorts to subversion to turn them into  its
satellites.

Today when the revolutionary storm is sweeping
Asia, Africa and Lalin America, U.S. imperialism, of
course, sometimes has to adopt certain hypocritical
measures, using small favours as bait to trap recipient
countries. But no nominal changes, however nu-
merous, can conceal the true nature of U.S. “aid.”

In the 1960s anyone is bound sooner or later to be
rolling in the dust if, defying justice he tries to fish
in troubled waters behind a smokescreen of *“aid,”
and indulges in subversion, in the new emerging inde-
pendent countries. He will be sneered at if he poses
as a “benefactor” because he has provided others with
something, and throws his weight around, demanding
privileges.

In the field of internalional economics, as in
others, all the intrigues of imperialism and the reac-
tionary [forces in its service will eventually go bank-
rupt. The principles of equality and mutual benefit
and mutual support and respect will break through
every barrier put up by all reactionary forces and
play their role with overwhelming efficiency.

Aim of China’s Foreign Aid

The aim of China's economic and technical aid for
foreign countries is to help them gradually build and
develop their independent national economies by rely-
ing on their own efforts.

The success of a revolution in any country de-
pends first of all on the struggle of its people; no out-
siders can do the job for them. Similarly, a country
which has taken an independent path must rely in the
main on the spirit of its people for hard work, the
display of their wisdom and the full utilization of its
own resources to build its own economic system in the
Light of its specific conditions.

The Chinese people have consistently carried out
the policy of relying mainly on their own efforts in
their revoluticnary struggle and economic construc-
tion. Their experences and those of many fraternal
countries have fully confirmed that this policy is prac-
tical and effective.

Some might ask: Is this not in conflict with the
principle of mutual support among the people of dif-
ferent countries? No, not in the least. Only on the
basis of seli-reliance is it possible to render mutual
support. Only on this basis, too, can [oreign aid play
its proper role through internal factors.

Under the savage rule of imperialism and colo-
nialism in the past. the rich natural reseurces of the
new emerging independent countries were unscrupu-

August 21, 1964

lously plundered and the wisdom of their working peo-
ple was inhibited. This has resulted in the lop-sided
development of their economies and the impoverishment
of their people. After winning their political indepen-
dence, the people of these countrics demand that, while
continuing to persist in their struggle against imperial-
ism and old and neo-colonialism, they should build up
their independent national economies as quickly as pos-
sible and catch up with the world's advanced level of
economic development. Thus, by consolidating their
political independence with their national economies
free of foreign control, they can eliminate the internal
cconomic sources of comeback attempts by imperialism
and old and neo-colonialism and forestall all the reac-
tionaries’ schemes of subversion. It is necessary for
these countries to rely steadfastly on the strength of
their people, energetically develop their domestic re-
sources and bring into full play all the poientialities at
home, while receiving aid from friendly countries on
the basis of equality and mutual benefit. So long as
they do this it is certain that they will be able Lo build
up and develop their independent national economies
according to their specific domestic conditions. This
will enable them to support the struggles of the people
of other countries.

Objective conditions vary from countiry to country.
For instance, among the countries with vast land and
rich natural resources some may have large populations,
while others may be sparsely populated. There are also
countries with a relatively small arca and a big popula-
tion but rich in special products. In short, each country
has ils own favourable conditions for developing its
cconomy. If every country implements a correct policy
of economic development in accordance with its specific
conditions and practises economic co-operation with
other couniries on the basis of cquality and mutual
benefit, international economic co-operation will become
two-way traffic. Each country will exchange what it
has for what it hasn’'t and what it abounds for what it
lacks.

Helping Recipients Build Independent Economies

Proceeding from the principle of equality and
mutual benefit and mutual support, China’s foreign aid
aims at helping the recipient countries to regenerate by
their own efforts: she never has any national egoism in
mind. Based entirely on the practical needs of and pos-
sibilities exisling in the recipient countries, China heips
them build and develop their independent national
economies  She never starts from her own cconomic
interests and iries to serve ils own economy by placing
the economies of the recipient countries in a dependent
pusition.

First. in the light of the natural conditions of the
couniries concerned, China helps them to make use of
all favourable lactors to develop a diversified agricul-
ture suited to domestic necds.  No attempt is made to
turn them into mere bases for supplying her with cer-
tain agricultural products.
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Eight Principles Governing China’s Economic and
Technical Aid to Other Countries

As Set Forth by Premier Chou En-lai During His Visit to Africa
(Dec. 1963 - Feb. 1964)

1. The Chinese Government always bases itself on
the principle of equality and mutual benefit in
providing aid to other countries. It never regards
such aid as a kind of unilateral alms but as
something mutual.

2. In providing aid to other countries, the Chinese
Government strictly respects the sovereignly of
the recipient countries and never attaches any
conditions or asks for any privileges.

3. The Chinese Government provides cconomic aid
in the form of interest-free or low-interest loans
and extends the time limit for the repayment
when necessary so as to lighten the burden of
the recipient countries as far as possible.

4. In providing aid to other countries, the purpose
of the Chinese Government is not to make the
recipient countries dependent on China, but to
help them embark step by step on the road of
self-reliance and independent economic develop-
ment.

5. The Chinese Government tries its best to help
the recipient countries build projects which re-
quire less investiment while yielding quicker
results, so that the recipient governments may
increase their income and accumulate capital.

6. The Chinese Government provides the best-
quality equipment and material of its own
manufacture at international market prices. If
the equipment and material provided by the
Chinese Government are not up to the agreed
specifications and quality. the Chinese Govern-
ment undertakes to replace them.

7. In giving any particular technical assistance, the
Chinese Government will see to it that the per-
sonnel of the recipient country fully master such
technique.

8. The experts dispatched by the Chinese Govern-
ment to help in construction in the recipient
countries will have the same standard of living
as the experts of those counirics. The Chinese
experts are not allowed to make any special de-
mands or enjoy any special amenities.

Scecondly, wherever conditions permit, China helps
the recipient countries to develop a comprehensive in-
dustirial system covering the entire process from raw
materials to finished products. She has not the slight-
st intention of transforming them into sites where
parts of her own machines are assembled and her raw
materials are processed. In the case of some countries,
China helps them, first of all, to produce materials in
temporary shortage which are necessary for the build-
ing of a particular industry. Taking into consideration
climatic and soil conditions in one country, for exam-
ple. China helps experiment in growing sugar cane.
When this experiment is successful, with sugar cane
acreage increasing from small patches to large areas,
China will then assist in constructing sugar refineries
and establishing a sugar industry in that country.

Thirdly, China aids the development of the miner-
als-processing industries in some countries which lack
the capacity to process their rich mineral resources. An
end is put to the unfavourable situation in which the
minerals were directly exported. China does not regard
these countries as bases for supplying her with low-
priced industrial raw materials.

Fourthly, instead of regarding the recipient coun-
tries as markets for her commodities, China assists them
in eslablishing enterprises to produce certain daily ne-
cessities for which they no longer depend on imports
as they did in the past. With Chinese aid some coun-
tries have built enterprises which produce traditional
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imports from China. For instance, a friendly country
will produce tea hitherto supplied by China, because,
with Chinese aid. she is building tea plantations and
factories. Such prospects do not affect in the least
China’s sincere assistance to the recipient countries in
building certain branches of production.

Facts speak louder than words. The striking con-
trast between the aim of China’s economic and technical
aid for foreign countries and the ulterior motives be-
hind the foreign “aid” of imperialism and all the reac-
tionary forces in its service is clear to all.

Interest-Free and Low-Interest Loans

In accordance with the above-mentioned principles
and aims, China has offered, within the reach of her
means, genuine economic and technical aid in personnel,
material and finance to a number of countries in line
with their needs. Part of this aid was given gratis while
the rest took the form of interest-free or low-interest
loans.

China’s economic aid to other countries began with
the founding of the People’s Republie. In the early days
of New China. because the Kuomintang reactionaries
left the economy in chaos and much damage had to be
repaired at that time. the task of economic rehabilita-
tion was tremendous and the nation faced serious eco-
nomic dilficulties. Even in those days, however, the
Chinese people, inspired by their sense of internation-
alist duty, showed no hesitation to underiake their
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obligation of assisting [raternal countries. They did so
as an expression of their deep gratitude for the great
support given them by the fraternal countries on the
anti-imperialist front and as an indication of their pro-
found feclings that they share weal and woe with the
people of the fraternal countries.

With the development of economic construction and
the constant growth of economic strength in China fol-
lowing the successful completion of her economic reha-
bilitation, the nation’s economic and technical aid to
other countries has gradually increased both in scale and
scope.  China now has established economic and tech-
nical co-operation relations with many countries, offer-
ing them dilferent kinds of aid.

Loans by China to [raternal and [riendly countries
are favourable both in form and in substance.

Distinguished from some countries’ loans at exor-
bitant rates, a major part of these loans are free ol in-
terest and a small part are at very low interest rates.
The periods of repayment arve all rather long. These
loans have no political, economic or other conditions
altached. China neither asks the recipient countries to
follow her policy nor requests them to repay the loans
with specific raw materials or other commodities. She
considers that to do otherwise would be to use the loans
as a means of infringing upon the sovereignty of the re-
cipient countries, interfering in their internal affairs,
plundering their resources and impairing their national
interests. China regards these sordid actions as im-
permissible in contemporary international relations.

When a vecipient country finds real difficulty in
repaving a loan when it is due, China fully understands
this and cxtends the time limit of repayment. She
never exacts the repayment of her loans, still less uses
them to apply political pressure.

Similarly. in the use of loans. China respects the
sovereignty of the recipient countries, refraining from
interference or supervision. China does not want to bene-
fit at the expense of others. Instead. the government
departments concerned in China always give every con-
sideration to a recipient country, regarding its national
construction as that of their own country. They make
positive suggestions on the rational use of a loan. But
in the end how to use the loan is decided entirely by
the recipient country herself.

Assistance in Construction Projects

Part of China’s foreign loans have been used to help
recipient couniries build projects with complete sets of
equipment. including enterprises of all types in textiles,
food, machine-building, metallurgical. chemical, electric-
power, building materials and other branches of in-
dustry as well as highway and other transportation
facilities. Completion of these construction projects will
satisly certain long-term needs of the national economy
of the recipient countries, helping them gradually to
build independent economic systems. Other portions of
loans go to supply various materials urgently needed by
these countries.
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" In helping a country build projects with complete
sets of equipment Chinese personnel adopt a serious
and thorough-going attitude from start to finish — from
the decision on construction projects, through choice
of construction sites, preparation of designs, breaking
ground and the supply of installations to the commis-
sioning of the projects. They never take things lightly
or do their job perfunctorily. China never unilaterally
forsakes her obligations by scrapping contracts when
hall completed.

The Chinese departments in charge undertake to
acquaint themselves with the concrete conditions neces-
sary for building an enterprise —supply of raw ma-
terials, marketing, transport and communications, man-
power, technical force and so on — before they hold
detailed consultations with the recipient countries fo
decide on the construction projects under China's for-
eign aid programme. To the limit of her ability, China
offers to help these countries build those projects which
they really need and for which the necessary condi-
tions exist. As regards the new emerging countries
which won their independence not long ago, China gives
priority, as [ar as possible, to helping them establish
some enterprises producing certain daily necessities.
enterprises which require a small amount of investment
and a short period of contruction but which vield
quick results. This is intended to help the countries
reduce, more quickly than usual, their disbursement of
foreign exchange for imported daily necessities, in-
crease revenue and accumulate [unds for construction,
thus creating conditions for the further growth of their
national economies.

Guided by the principles of suiting local conditions,
cconomizing on funds and raw materials, facilitating
practical use and ensuring short periods of construction
and good quality of goods produced, the Chinese design-
ing departments do all they can to perfect their de-
signs of the projects with complete sets of equipment
under China’s foreign aid programme. They use the
most advanced buildings and fechnical equipment avail-
able at China’s present technological level.

At the request of the countries concerned. China
sends experts to give technical assistance in construct-
ing projects.

Faced with economic dilfliculties, the outcome of
prolonged exploitation by imperialism and colonialism,
some countries lack materials and technical staff for
building enterprises. In such cases, China handles the
major share in the construction of a given project,
undertaking to supply the necessary building materials
and machines and send a larger number of experis
and skilled workers so that the recipient country can
complete the project as soon as possible.

Best Equipment Provided

The sets of equipment and material supplied by
China are of the best possible quality in terms of
present Chinese technological level. Top priorily goes
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to the plan for production of foreign aid goods whose
quality is fullv guaranteed in the way of raw and
other materials, technical foree and other factors. By
means of their plans for fulfilling their tasks in pro-
ducing foreign aid goods. the Chinese government
departments in charge see 1o it that everything will
be taken carve of by the productive units concerned.
Like other personnel of the departments in charge of
foreign aid. all those producing these goods work with
great care and vigour,

For China. aid to foreign countries is not an oppor-
tunity for selling off obsolete equipment and material
— substituting old for new and passing off bad-quality
goods as good-quality. Instead. if any single product
provided to foreign countries is found to fall short of
specifications and quality agreed upon. China under-
takes to make good its replacement.

In determining the price of equipment and material
under her foreign aid programme, China abides by
the principle of being fair and reasonable, based on
prevailing international market prices. There can be
no question of making a prolit by raising prices at
will. In the process of settling accounts, if any indi=
vidual product is found inappropriately priced, the
Chinese government departments concerned offer to
make the necessary readjustment.

In the supply of complete sets of equipment, China,
upon request, adopts two methods to help the recipient
countries master technique so that when compleied
the projects concerned will go into successful produc-
tion. The methods are: 1) to send Chinese experts
to work in the recipient countries; and 2) to invite
their personnel to practise in China.

In addition. China also gives other types of tech=
nical assistance — technical assistance other than supply
of complete sets of equipment — to some countries in
industry, agriculture, transport and communications
and other branches of the national economy.

Chinese Personnel Dedicated to International
Co-operation

Chinese experts, when they are working abroad
or coaching foreign personnel studying technology in
China, pass on their technical know-how without
reservation.  They spare no effort to make sure the
personnel of the countries involved will master the
technique.

At home, Chinese expert and technical personnel
regard themselves both as technical workers in a spe-
cialized line and as ordinary workers serving the
masses — above all as the latter. Similarly. when they
are sent by the Chinese Government to work in [rater-
nal or friendly countries, they are expected to behave
like ordinary workers — sharing the joys and hardships
of the personnel of the host country, working in close
unity with them, wholeheartedly helping them to

18

master skills. strictly abiding by the laws of the land
and respecting the customs and habits of its pecople.

Living up to what is demanded of them by their
Government, Chinese experts and technical personnel
in foreign countries work in a down-to-earth manner
to fulfil the honourable mission ¢ntrusted to them by
their people. Overcoming the difficulties of unaccus-
tomed climatic conditions which are often vastly dif-
ferent from those in China, they give technical guidance
on the spot. Working together with the personnel of
the host countries, they display the spirit of hard work
and plain living. Unassuming and amiable, they nei-
ther regard themselves as ‘“benefactors” who ask for
special treatment nor put on airs as experis. While
passing on their technical knowledge to their colleagues
in foreign countries, they unassumingly learn f[rom
the merits of the working people there. Chinese
experls and technical personnel have developed frater-
nal and deep friendship with the functionaries and the
general public of host countries and have won praise
from their governments. Many Chinese experts have
received awards and commendations from foreign
governments. Some have died at their posts abroad
dedicated to the cause of co-operation between China
and fraternal and friendly countries.

China holds that a socialist country led by the
working class should adopt nothing other than the
above-mentioned serious attitude in giving economic
and technical aid to fraternal and friendly countries.
She maintains that in doing so she is merely perform-
ing her international duly and that it is nothing to
boast about.

With China’s present economy still relatively back-
ward, the conlribution she can make to the national
construction of fraternal and friendly countries is
small. Certain pieces of equipment and technical assist-
ance given by China to some foreign countries need
further improvement. But, as a Chinese saying goes,
“Distance tells the strength of horses; time tells the
mind of men.” The sincere intention shown by China
will stand the test of time and history.

The Chinese people are clearly aware of their
responsibility to all progressive mankind. As Comrade
Mao Tse-tung said, “...for China, a land with 9.8
million square kilometres and 600 million people, ought
to have made a greater contribution to humanity. Her
contribution over a long period in the past has been
far loo small. We are rather ashamed of that.”! With
the speedy growth of socialist consiruction in China
and the rapid increase in economic and technical
strength, the Chinese people will make greater con-
tributions to the cause of economic co-operation with
fraternal and friendly countries. speeding up the real-
ization of mankind’s bright future by more practical
deeds.

I Mao Tse-tung. “In Commemoration of Dr. Sun Yat-
sen”” Dr. Sun Yat-sen [Commemorative articles and
speeches by Mao Tse-tung, Soong Ching Ling, Chou En-lai
and others, | Foreign Languages Press, Peking, 1057, pp.10-11.
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Iron and Steel Indusiry

The Drive for Wider Range and
Better Quality

by CHANG JEN-TI

Compared with three years ago there has heen a
remarkable rise in the technical level of China’s iron
and steel industry. It has entered a new stage of
development. This is characterized by a big increase
in new products; improved quality: and greater
ahility to produce independently the iron and steel
goods needed by the nation for socialist construction.

IS new stage comes on the basis of the rapid

growth of production made during the big leap
forward of the three vears 19586-60 and lollowing im-
plementation of the policy of “readjustment, consolida-
tion, lilling out and raising standards™ which began in
1961. (Sce Peking Review, 1964, No. 11.)

Wide Range of New Products

China can now produce hundreds of new products
and thousands of new specifications of forgings and
rolled stock which she could not make before 1961.

The new forgings and rolled stock range from
locomotive tyres, 18C channel iron for making tractor
beams, high-tensile steel plate for bridge building. U-
piling bars for big civil engineering and waler
conservancy projects, steel plate for manulacturing
high-pressure containers and high-pressure seamless
tubes in chemical fertilizer equipment to over a dozen
products for the watch-making industry, card wire [or
the textile industry and precision steel wire and rolled
steel.

Also of great significance is the production of
many new high-grade steels and rolled stock. Many
new high-temperature alloy and precision alloy steels
and other special rolled steels are now being mass
produced.  Their output is rising steadily. In 1963
production of high-quality steel and alloy steel was
four times what it was in 1957. This increase includes
the output of high-grade silicon sheet and 23 other
varieties of rolled stock much needed for the national
economy.

Improved Quality

The quality of all iron and steel products has
markedly improved over the past few years In 1963
new quality records were set for pig iron, steel and
various types of rolled steel. Compared with last
vear. a bigger percentage of iron and steel produced in
the first six months of 1964 was up to slandard. Most
rolled steel produced is now of first-raie quality.

The Anshan Iron and Steel Company is the coun-
iry’s biggest metallurgical enterprise. Here the quality
of pig iron, steel ingot, steel billet, rolled steel as well
as sintering ores and metallurgical coke produccd last
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yvear was generally higher than planned. The up-to-
standard percentage of pig iron and steel produced by
other enterprises also met state plan requirements.

Not only the giant plants are distinguishing them-
selves in this field, Many small and medium-sized
works are manufacturing a bigger percentage of top-
quality products. For 16 months until last May. not
a single ton of sub-standard pig iron was produced by
the Pcking Shihchingshan Iron and Steel Company.

Better quality in the iron and steel industry has
in most cases gone hand in hand with economies in
the use of raw materials, fuel and electricity. In the
first half of 1964. some 16 main norms for raw materials
and fuel consumption were the lowest achieved by
the industry in the past 15 years. The productivily
ol blast furnaces and open hearths has also been raised
considerably.

During the First Five-Year Plan (1953-57), China
was about 75 per cent self-sufficient in forgings and
rolled stock. Now it is over 90 per cent self-sulficient.
It is now basically self-sufficient in forgings and rolled
stock of all specilications nceded by the automobile,
tractor, machine tool, heavy machine-building. petro-
leum. chemical, textile and other light indusirics.

Shanghai gives a vivid example of the success of
this drive for independence.  Pre-liberation Shanghai
had only a few small steel works which were technical-
ly very backward ~Most of the rolled steel the cily
used had to be imported. Now. Shanghai has become
one of China's major iron and steel producing centres.
Its own plants provide it with 80 per cent of the varie-
ties of rolled stock it needs [or its industiial develop-
ment.

Helping Agriculture and Industry

These advances in China's iron and steel industry,
and particutarly the greater range of its products
and their improved quality. are playing an effective
role in supporting the technical transformation of agricul-
ture and industry and laying the foundation for estab-
lishing by self-reliant efforts an independent and
comprchensive industrial system. They are naturally
of great significance in bringing about the moderni-
zation of agriculture, industry, national defence, science
and technology.
Agriculture. In recent years, the iron and steel in-
dustry has been oroviding the agricultural machinery
industry with large quantities of volled stock. This is
being used to promote the technical transformation of
agriculture by providing it with more tractors, lorries,
power generators, drainage and irrigation equipment
and chemical fertilizer. Statistics show that 13 per
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cent more rolled steel was turned out for this purpose
in 1963 than in 1962. When the Loyang No. 1 Tractor
Works went into operation four years ago, most of
the 400 specifications of forgings and rolled stock used
in making the “Dongfanghong” (East Is Red) tractor
had to be imported. Now most of this stock is pro-
duced in China. “China-made” is stamped on 98 per
cent of the steel products now used in the automobile
industry.

China also supplies hersell with most of the 1,000
specifications of forgings and rvolled stock used to
make machinery for nitrogenous fertilizer plants with
an annual capacity of 25000 tons of synthetic am-
monia. The home industry has also increased its pro-
duction of the various spcecifications of rolled steel
needed to manufacture pumps for farming. transform-
ors and other equipment for transmission lines.

The industry has not by any means overlooked
production ol the various kinds of rolled stecl used for
small farm implements. In 1963. handicraflt work-
shops all over China used this stcel to make 145 mil-
lion shovels, hoes, picks and other small tools [or the
rural people’'s communes. The Shanghai No. 2 Iron and
Steel Plant introduced a novel type of rolled steel
which has the basic shape of the more commonly used
small farm implements and can easily be made into
shovels, hoes and other tools. This has been enthusias-
tically welcomed by the peasants. Using this as raw
material, a village blacksmith can cut his wastage of
raw materials by 50 per cent, and also save much time,

Industry. By providing the various types of rolled
steel most urgently needed in production and construc-
tion, the iron and sieel industry has greatly facilitated
industrial progress. Most of these products are high-
quality alloy steels which are stainless, irregularly
shaped, heat resisting and can stand up well to high

pressure and corrosion.  Among the most important
of these steels are high-pressure hydrogen-resisting
steel tubes for oil pipes; low temperature steel plate
which will not lose its shape even under 50° C below
zero (suitable for ocean-going steamers and  ice-
breakers); low alloy high-tensile steel plate for bridge
building; strip steel for saw blades used in the lumber
industry: stainless tubes for the arvtificial fibre indus-
try, and other steels for precision muachine tools and
meters.  The iron and steel industry has also co-
operated enthusiastically and successfully in produc-
ing rolled steels needed in light industry and for mass-
produced domestic utensils.

Technical Innovations

The leadership, workers and technicians of the in-
dustry have shown an exemplary scientific spirit and
revolutionary initiative in trial producing many new
items.  Incomplete statistics show that in 1963 alone,
508 new items were produced.
twice as many as in 1962.

The mass movement for technical innovation that
has spread throughout the industry has played a big
role in solving the many technical problems that have
cropped up in this great drive to produce a bigger
range ol better goods. In 1963 alone, the Anshan lron
and Steel Company studied and widely popularized
890 advanced methods evolved in the plant and other
enterprises, and solved 6,200 key technical problems
big and small.

The steady advance of the industry over the past
years has been continued this year. In the [lirst halfl
of 1964, the industry overfulfilled the state targets in
all main products. Quality has been further raised.
Over 300 new specilications of forgings and rolled stock
were successfully produced. A number of them have
already been put into mass production.

This was more than

The Militia in Chinese People’s
Revolutionary Wars

by LIU YUN-CHENG

IN the course of their protracted revolutionary wars,

the Chinese people created a strong militia as well
as a powerful people’s army. These two forces — army
and militia — combined to make up the mighty armed
force of the Chinese people with the aid of which they
liberated themselves. defeating the imperialists and the
Kuomintang reactionaries who were armed to the teeth.

Special Features of Militia
The founding and fostering of both army and mili-
tia have been guided by Comrade Mao Tse-tung’s think-
ing on the people’s war. Both forces are under the firm
leadership of the Chinese Communist Party, but the
militia has certain characteristics and features that dis-
tinguish it from the army. These are as follows:
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1) It is the military force of the masses, whose
members are not disengaged [rom their civilian employ-
ments.  Its units are made up of producers — the work-
ing people — bearing arms; and its organization, com-
bining labour power with armed strength is at once
military and civilian in character.

2) It is organized on a voluntary and dtmocratic
basis, ifs daily life is ordered on the principle of dem-
ocratic centralism; its leading members at all levels
are, in general. elected democratically.

3) It is an armed organization which has the
character of the entire people. It is a vast organization
whose many members are scattered widely throughout
the villages and cities and engage in various occupa-
tions.
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During the long revolutionary )3
wars, the militia and the army relied
on and helped each other and fought §

in close co-operation. The militia was
a capable assistant as well as a strong
reserve of the army while the army
gave great help to the militia in equip-
ment, lraining and in combat. The cx-
perience of the Chinese people’s revolu-
tionary wars has proved that the mililia
was the foundation of the people’s war
while the army was its backbone. With-
out a strong airmy. the reveolulionary
forces would not have been able 1o
wipe out the main forces of the enemy
nor would they have been able to wage
decisive strategic battles; the militia
itsell would not have been able to exist
and develop and it would have been
impassible [or the people to carry the
revolution to victory. On the other
hand, without the powerful co-
ordinated help ol the militia. the army
would not have been able 1o sam the
victory over the strong eneny l[orees it
faced. both domestic and foreign.

o
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People’s Armed Forces in First Revolutionary
Civil War

The reactionary classes of old China did not hesi-
tate fo use naked force to maintain their rule and
ruthless exploitation of the people. In organizing them-
selves to achieve their liberation. therefore, the op-
pressed people inevitably faced the problem of taking
up arms in sell-defence. In leading the workers’ and
peasants’ movements as early as the initial stage of the
First Revolutionary Civil War (1924-27), the young Chi-
nese Communist Party actively took up the task of arm-
ing the workers and peasants. The well-known National
Institute of the Peasant Movement organized by
Comrade Mao Tse-tung in Canton paid particular at-
tention to military training and to educalion in the
knowledge ol armed struggle. in March 1927, Comrade
Mao Tse-tung published his famous Report of an In-
vestigation Into the Peasant Movement in Hunan which
put forward the revolutionary call to “overthrow the
landlords’ armed forees and build up the peasants’
armed forces!” Under his guidance, the peasant move-
ment spread vigorously and armed organizations of the
pecasant masses were created in quite a number of areas.
Many armed organizations of the people were also set
up as part of the vigorous development of the workers’
and students’ movements. These gave tremendous sup-
port to the Northern Expedition launched by the revo-
lutionary forces in July 1926, against the imperialist-
backed warlords of north, central and east China.

However, Chen Tu-hsiu, then leader of the Com-
munist Party, stubbornly upheld the erroneous Right-
opportunist line. In this as in other questions of revolu-
tionary action. he not only entirely overlooked the im-
portance of revolutionary control over the armed forces,
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Militinmen demolish enemy pillbox during War of Resislance Against Japan

1944 photo by Chou Yu-wen

but adopted a liquidationist attitude as well even
towards those workers’ and peasants’ armed forces which
had already becn created. He submitted to the pressure
of the reactionaries, disbanded a large number of the
armed organizations of the workers and peasants, and
handed their weapons over to the reactionavies. This
was why the Chinese Communist Party failed to or-
ganize an effective resistance and the military forces of
the masses everywhere suffered severe losses when
Chiang Kai-shek staged his counter-revolutionary coup
on April 12, 1927, and began his bloody suppression of
the Communist Party and the revolutionary people.

The Militia in Second Revolutionary Civil War

Following the failure of the First Revolutionary
Civil War, the Chinese Communist Party ended the
crrvors caused by Chen Tu-hsiu's Right opportunism and
a series of armed insurrections were launched one alter
another in 1927, namely: the Nanchang Uprising on
August 1. the Autumn Harvest Uprising in October and
the Canton Uprising on December 11 This brought into
being a real people’s army led by the Chinese Com-
munist Party — the Chinese Workers’ and Peasants’ Red
Army. In particular, the march on the Chingkang
Mountains on the Hunan-Kiangsi border of the workers’
and peasants’ military force led by Comrade Moo Tse-
tung marked the beginning of the successful establish=
ment of the first armed revolutionary base avea m the
history of the Chinese revolution —a base which served
as the staging avea for the Party to engage victoriously
in armed struggle. From that moment on the Chinese
people had an army which was led by the Chinese Com=-
munist Parly and wholeheartedly dedicated to their
service. and also a revolutionary base area where the
people’s power was established. Comrade Mao Tse-lung
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regarded the building of armed organizations of the
masses as a matter of strategic importance. He linked
this task closely to the building of a revolutionary army
and revolutionary base areas; he looked upon these
organizations as important component parts of the peo-
ple’s armed force and considered their creation an im-
portant aspect of the building of the revolutionary base
arcas. Correctly solving a serics ol problems concern-
ing the building and operations ol armed organizations
of the masses, he founded the militia s_vste‘m of the
armed people.

With the elfective co-operation of the militia, the
Chinese Red Army smashed the enemy campaigns of en-
circlement time and again and consolidated and expand-
ed the revolutionary base areas. It was only because
of the rise to domination of “Left” opportunism inside
the Party, resulting in the exclusion of Comrade Mao
Tse-tung from the leadership, especially in military
affairs, and the complete negation of Comrade Mao
Tse-tung’s line, that the rapidly growing revolutionary
movement suffered a serious setback. The mistake of
the “Lelt"-opportunist line in military affairs lay in
the fact that its advocates failed to understand the
characteristics of a people’s war and lor the correct peo-
ple’s war substituted so-called “regular™ warfare. As
a result, the Red Army suffered a tiemendous defeat.
Furthermore. since its role had besn minimized
and all arms had been concentrated in the hands of the
Red Army, the militia was greatly weakened.

The erroneous “Left” line did untold harm to the
revolutionary cause of the Chinese people. The Party
and the people learnt a most profound lesson from those
events. At the Enlarged Mecting of the Political Bureaun
of the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist
2arty held in January 1935 in Tsunyi. Kweichow Prov-
ince. the rule of the “Left"-opporiunist line in the
Pariy’s Central Committee was brought to an end and
Comrade Mao Tse-tung's leadership was firmly estab-
lished in the Central Committee and throughout the
Party and army. This saved the Chinese revolution and
giranteed its advance 1o victory.

Militia in War of Resistance Against Japan

After the outbreak of the War of Resistance
Auzainst Japan in 1937, the people’s forces led by the
Chinese Communist Party and guided by the correct
line of Comrade Mao Tse-tung penelfrated deep behind
the enemy lines, mobilized the broad masses of the peo-
ple and waged guerrilla warfare on a wide scale. As
the people grasped Comrade Mao Tse-tung’s thinking
on the pcople’s war more thoroughly. the slogan of
“turn the entive population into a military force” was
carried out in all the liberated areas, and militia or-
ganizations developed on an unprecedented scale.

The militia forces continued to grow as the War of
Resistance Against Japan developed.  Using weapons
of every kind and every means to attack the enemy,
they increased their operations {o a level never before
reached. The remarkable innovations in guerrilla tac-
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tics and metheds of struggle devised by the masses
greatly enriched the concept of guerrilla warfare.

The people’s militia were obliged 1o repulse the
converging atlacks ol the Kuomintang reactionary for-
ces. who were resisting the Japanese passively but fight-
ing the Communists actively, but despite this, in co-
ordination with the people’s army, they engaged the
bulk of the invading Jupuccse troops in China and
nearly all the puppet troops, and so turned the enemy’s
rear into the main battlefield,

New Role of Militia in Third Revolutionary Civil War

During the Third Revolutionary Civil War (1945-49)
the decisive batlles were fought between armed revo-
lution and armed counter-revolution in China and the
final victory for the revolution was won. During this
peried. the liberated areas, under the leadership of the
Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party
and Comrade Mao Tse-tung. overhauled and further
developed the people’s militia organizations in order to
defeat the attacks of the Kuomintang reactionaries and
liberate all of China. The great land reform move-
ment at that time brought into full play the revo-
lutionary enthusiasm of the peasant masses. Under the
slogan of “defend the land roceived in the land reform
and defend our homes!™. the main force of militia rapid-
ly inereased to 5.500.000 men while tens of millions of
people joined the ordinary militia, the People’s Seli-
Defence Corps.

Under these new conditions, the fighting role of
the militia took on the following new characteristics:

(1) The responsibility resting on the militia to de-
fend its own localily became heavier as the main lorces
of the regular army fought highly concenirated engage-
menis. made great movements of advance or wilthdraw-
al and as the liberated areas expanded. They assumed
more arduous tasks in waging guerrilla warfare, pin-
ning down enemy forces. consolidating the revolu-
tionary regime and defending public security.

(2) The manpower needs of the people’s army
greatly increased as both mobile warfare and positional
warfare wore organized on a wide scale. The avail-
ability of large numbers of new recruits to reinforce the
main forces became an essential guaranies for victory.
The militia playved an outstanding role in this respect,

(3) The work of the rear auxiliary services be-
came very imporiant as a costly war of attrition dragged
on. The broad masses of militiamen organized poweriul
civilian labour corps to support the army, and thus
effectively cnsured victory in the- war.,

Unique Methods of Operation
In the Chinese people’s revolutionary wars. the
militiz created, under the guidance of Comrade Mao Tse=
tung’s thinking on military allairs. a series of unique
methads of operation which differed from those of
both the regular army and the guerrilla units. Militia-
men would gather either in groups or in twos and
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threes, appear suddenly in the sireeis or on the roofs,
and then disappear into the mountains, woods or behind
the “green curtain” of tall crops: they would operate
along the roadside waiting patiently for an opportunity
to attack the enemy by surprise and hit him hard. They
would run away swiftly leaving no irace behind when
the enemy launched a countier-atiack. and then emerge
again raining bullets from all sides on an exhausted and
hastily retreating enemy.

They laid mines around the enemy’s fortified posts,
on the roads or at places where the enemy was likely
to go; they used all manner of means to drive or lure
the enemy into traps of land mines, badly bruising and
demoralizing him.

In covert and surprise actions they would demolish
rail tracks, highways, means of communications, mili-
tary depots, warehouses, arms [actovies and mines and
other war material, creating all kinds of difficulties for
the enemy.

In co-aperation with the regular army and guerrilla
units, they would organize armed blockades of and lay
siege 1o enemy strongholds, eliminating them one by
one, and wiping out the forces holding them.

They operated under extremely difficult conditions
of acute struggle in areas criss-crossed with enemy-held
strong points and communication lines and with the
enemy repeatedly conducting “moepping-up” operations
against them.

Militia operating on the plains built, at the cost of
arduous efforts. an intricate tunnel network for the
waging of “‘tunnel warfare.”

In combat, the militia wonld gather or disperse
suddenly, appearing now here now there, “making a
feint to the east but attacking in the west,” mysteriously

)

Militiamen parade on Natiooal Day in Peking
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appearing and dicappearing behind the enemy lines, In
this way, the encmy could find neither a target for
attack nor a well-deflined battle front. [HHe was
constantly being caught unawares and reduced to such

a plight as if he were surrounded on all sides by hostile
forces.

Being local pcople, the militia were familiar with
the local inhabitants and the layout of their districts.
They were able to penetrale deep into and reconnoitre
the enemy’s fortilied places and they could post sentries
right up to the walls of enemy fortresses. They kept
the people’s army well-informed, and by preventing
the enemy from getting information kept him “deal and

lind.” This was of great help to the people’'s army
enabling it to take full advantage of the enemy's weak-
nesses, and concenirate a superior force to destroy the
enemy force one by one.

Co-operation With Army and Guerrillas

The militia played an even more important role in
elfective co-operation with the regular army and the
guerrillas. The revolutionary militia, together with the
great masses of the people, did yeoman’s work in sup-
port of the army at the front. They performed all sorts
of supply services: carrying grain, fodder and ammuai-
tion for the army. caring for sick and wounded soldiers
and taking them (o places of safety.

Militiamen also played a big part in maintaining
social order and strengthening public security behind
the front. They took on the responsibility of keeping
guard, questioning suspicious outsiders, sealing off
sources of information and combing out spies.

In the newly liberated areas, notorious gangsters
and ne'er-do-wells left over from the old society were
more often than not found colluding with reactionary

elements for evil purposes. As soon

- as the militia was soundly organized,

however, these armed bandils were
deprived of their footholds and were
quickly cornered and dealt with. The
establishment of militia also curbed
the counter-revelutionary activities of
local landlords, despots and other
reactionary forces and forced them
to behave themselves. This greatly
facilitated the efforts of the revolu-
tionary people’s power to bring them
under surveillance and remould them.
At the same time those who were still
bold enough to engage in counter-
revolulionary activities could be
promptly and vigorously suppressed.
With such a powerful armed force of
the masses of the pecople at its service
the people’s power in the revolu-
tionary base areas became more firmly
established than ever and the army
could concentrate on fighting at the
front without worrying about the rear.
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The members of the militia form a powerful reserve
for the PIL.A. Comrade Mao Tse-tung has always
advocated that the growth and replenishment of the
Chinese People’s Liberation Army should be based on
the extensive development of the militia. During the
protracted revolutionary wars. the militia was from the
very outset the best and most important source of re-
plenishment for the P.L.A.  The mosl important
advantage of having a militia as a manpower reserve of
the people’s army is that it provides a reliable guarantee
that the armed forces’ reinforcement needs can be
promptly met at all times both in quality and quantity.

Combining Fighting With Production

Militiamen are at once defenders of the country
and a shock brigade in production and construction.
This combining of combat operations with production,
and of labour power with fighling power is a fine tradi-
tion of the militia and one of the most ouistanding
advantages of the militia system. In the long and dil-
ficult years of the revolutionary wars, the cnemy was
constantly engaged in operations designed to encircle
and “mop up” the revolutionary basc areas., In carrying
out these plans they did all they could to wreck produc-
lion and construction in these areas. Under such cir-
cumstances, the only way to support the long drawn
out revolutionary war and bring it to a victorious con-
clusion was by developing production on a sell-reliant
basis so as to guarantee the livelihood of the people of
the revolutionary bases and supply the army with its
needs. At the same fime it was only by slepping up
the armed struggle, constantly attacking and inflicting
casuallies on the enemy and thus defending and
consolidating the base areas thal production and
construction could be carried on in these areas in
security.

The combining of fighting operations and preduc-
tive work thus became a fundamental principle guiding
militia activities in war time. Living up to the spirit
of holding “a rifle in onc hand and a hoe in the other.”
militiamen were always in a stale of preparedness,
ready to go into action while going about their produc-
tive tasks. Under unified leadership, militiamen from
various villages set up combined inter-village defence
lines and networks and sentry posts; they established
close contacts with and supported each other in a
planned way, so as to pool their efforts effectively to
counteract the harassing and sabotage activities of the
enemy and provide a secure defence for the greal pop-
ular drive for production in the revolutionary base
arcas, The operations of the militia to prevent enemy
plunder and sabotage became particularly tense and
aclive when the harvest scason sel in. At these limes
they set up “security lines” to protect the peasants as
they harvested, threshed and stored the grain in double-
quick time. Not infrequently, militiamen did the Sow=-
ing or harvest at a rush at the foot of the enemy’s
fortresses under cover of gunfire. Other tactics had to
be used to cope with the enemy’s raids on villages when
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they burnt, slaughtered and pillaged in blind fury. In
such cases, the people in the revolutionary base areas
with their mililiarhen as their organized core saw to
it that there was the minimum left for the enemy to
burn or pillage. Houses were emptied and the ficlds as
well.  Grain was hidden or secretly buried along with
furniture and other things not nceded for the time
being. When the enemy entered a village so prepared,
they could not find a single soul, a grain of food or
sometimes even a drop of water; what greeted them

were mines and booby-traps ready to explode at any
time.

Guided by the policy of combining fighting with
production, militiamen also made their own weapons
and thus successfully solved the problem of shortage of
arms during engagements.

Indispensable Instrument in Armed Struggle

China’s revolutionary wars showed that the militia
was an important and indispensable instrument of the
Chinese people in waging their armed struggles. That
the Chinese people were able to set up and consolidate
revolutionary bases in the countryside from where they
encircled and finally seized the cities and that the
P.L.A. was able to develop from a small, weak force
inlo a large. strong army and defeat the better-cquipped
enemy is inseparable from the deeds of the militia.

Comrade Mao Tse-tung’s thinking on the people’s
war is based on the objective truth that “the people
are the makers of history.” The brilliant successes
achieved by our militiamen during the revolutionary
wars were a greal friumph for his thinking on the peo-
ple’s war.  Proceeding from the viewpoint that “the
richest source of power to wage war lies in the masses
ol the pecople™ and that “as the revolutionary war is
a war of the masses, we can carry out the war only
by mobilizing the masses and relying on them,"2
Comrade Mao Tse-tung creatively put forward a series
ol principles concerning the establishment of a people’s
army and its strategy and tactics which enable it to
keep at all times in closest contact with the masses of
the people: he also initialed the militia system. which
provides an organizational form through which the
masses have been armed and the whole nation has been
turned into soldiers. In (his way, the broad masses of
the people are fully mobilized and organized to act in
unison in direct or indirect operations against the
enemy; main corps are combined with regional corps;
the regular army with the guerrilla and militia units:
and the armed masses with the unarmed masses, thus
turning the revolutionary war into a war of the whole
people in ils true sense.

The experience of the Chinese people’s revolu-
tionary war proves that the militia system is the best
form of arming the people, the best means of turning
the whole nation into soldiers, and the basis on which
a people’s war can be waged. Comrade Mao Tse-tung’s
theory on the building of a militia and its operations
Is a creative application and development of the Marx-
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