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The Dictatorship of the Proletariat arid the 
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution 
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E are now i n a new era of the w o r l d revo lu t ion , one 
i n wh i ch imper i a l i sm is heading for t o ta l collapse 

and socialism is advancing towards wo r l dw ide v ic tory . 
Sharp class struggles i n diverse forms are going on l ike 
rag ing f ires i n the in t e rna t i ona l arena and w i t h i n 
var ious countries, i n both the capital ist w o r l d and the 
socialist w o r l d . The struggles between di f ferent classes 
and po l i t i ca l forces are ext remely complicated. I n the 
f i n a l analysis, the centra l issue of these struggles is 
tha t of state power. 

Len in said tha t the basic question i n any r evo lu t i on 
is tha t of state power. He also said tha t those who re 
cognize only the class struggle are not yet Marx is ts . 
On ly he is a Marx i s t w h o extends the recognit ion of the 
class struggle to the recognit ion of the dictatorship of 
the pro le tar iat . 

The dictatorship of the pro le tar ia t is the quintes
sence of Marx i sm-Len in i sm, the fundamenta l issue of 
the pro le tar ian revo lut ion , and the "magic weapon" 
w h i c h guarantees tha t the pro le tar ia t w i l l defeat the 
bourgeoisie and be v ictor ious i n i ts socialist cause. For 
the pro letar iat , to have state power means to have 
every th ing ; to lose state power is to lose a l l . Throughout 
the histor ica l per iod of the t rans i t i on f r o m capital ism 
to communism, to upho ld the dictatorship of the p ro 
le tar ia t or not to upho ld i t has always been the touch
stone for d is t inguish ing Marx is t -Len in is ts f r o m re
visionists of a l l stripes. 

The new h is tor ica l experience of the dictatorship of 
the pro le tar ia t tells us that the question of state power 
is the basic question for the r evo lu t i on i n the capital ist 
countries where the pro le tar ia t has not yet seized p o l i t i 
cal power ; i t remains the basic question for the revo lu
t i on i n the socialist countries where the pro le tar ia t is 
already i n power. Before coming to power, the prole
t a r i a t and other revo lu t ionary people should adhere to 
the pr inc ip le of m a k i n g r evo lu t i on by violence, smash
ing the o ld state machine and seizing po l i t i ca l power by 
armed force. Once i n power, the pro le tar ia t should 
carry the socialist r evo lu t i on th rough to the end, pre
vent the revisionists f r o m usurp ing the leadership of the 
Par ty and the state, prevent the restorat ion of capi ta l 
ism, and defend and consolidate the dictatorship of the 
pro le tar iat . 

I t was once thought tha t w i t h the proletar iat 's sei
zure of power, the question of po l i t i ca l power was 
solved and that the m a i n task f o r the r evo lu t i on wou ld 
be to t r ans f o rm the old economy, organize a new econ
omy, and engage i n construct ion and education. I t was 
not realized tha t state power m i g h t be recaptured by 
the bourgeoisie, tha t the pro le tar ia t m i g h t lose po l i t i ca l 
power, and tha t the dictatorship of the pro le tar ia t m i g h t 
be t rans formed back in to the d ic tatorship of the bour 
geoisie. 

The be t raya l of the T i to c l ique caused Yugoslavia 
long ago to degenerate f r o m a socialist state in to a 
capital ist one. Later, i n the b i r thp lace of Len in ism, the 
Khrushchov rev is ionist c l ique usurped the leadership of 
the Par t y and the state, causing the Soviet Un ion , after 
several decades of socialist construct ion, to take the 
road of capital ist restorat ion. 

I t is imperat ive fo r Marx is t -Len in is ts to pay the 
greatest a t tent ion to these harsh facts and seriously 
ponder over them. 

Comrade Mao Tse-tung has constantly studied and 
summed up the experience and lessons of the socialist 
r e vo lu t i on and the dictatorship of the pro le tar ia t i n 
China and in ternat iona l l y , and p u t f o r w a r d the theses 
on the contradict ions, classes and class struggle i n so
cial ist society, so lv ing a series of new i m p o r t a n t p rob 
lems and developing the Marx i s t -Len in i s t theory on the 
dictatorship of the pro le tar ia t to a new height. 

W i t h genius, Comrade Mao Tse-tung has creat ively 
appl ied Marx i s t -Len in i s t mater ia l i s t dialectics to social
ist society and made a scientif ic analysis of the nature 
of the contradict ions i n socialist society and the l aw of 
the i r development. 

Comrade Mao Tse-tung has po inted out tha t con
tradict ions exist i n socialist society, contradict ions be
tween ourselves and the enemy and contradict ions 
among the people. These t w o types of contradict ions 
are d i f f erent i n nature . I n g iven conditions, these t w o 
types of contradict ions can be t rans formed in to the i r 
opposite. Only by recognizing the i r existence and cor
rect ly unders tand ing and hand l ing them is i t possible to 
consolidate the dictatorship of the pro le tar ia t constantly 
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and push f o r w a r d the cause of socialist r e vo lu t i on and 
construct ion. 

Comrade Mao Tse- tung has po inted out tha t so
cial ist society is s t i l l b u i l t on the basis of class antagon
i sm and tha t th roughout the ext remely l ong h is tor i ca l 
per iod of social ism there is struggle between the p r o 
l e tar ia t and the bourgeoisie, and struggle between the 
socialist and capital ist roads. The struggle between the 
two classes and between the t w o roads is the p r inc ipa l 
contrad ic t ion i n socialist society and the mot i v e forca 

- for i t s advance.- • ' 

Since the struggle between the t w o classes and be
tween the t w o roads exists i n socialist country, i f we are 
not v i g i l an t and f a i l to adopt the necessary measures, 
the danger of the d ictatorship of the pro le tar ia t degen
era t ing in to the d ictatorship of the bourgeoisie exists 
and the danger of the restorat ion of capi ta l ism exists. 

The Soviet rev is ionist leading cl ique del iberately 
ignores the fact tha t contradict ions exist i n socialist so
ciety, and categorically denies the existence of classes 
and class struggle i n the Soviet U n i o n . Khrushchov does 
and so do his disciples Brezhnev, Kdsyg in and Shelepin. 

Such nonsense as t h e i r "soc ia l is t -soc ie ty-wi thout-
contrad ic t ions" is a imed at pro tec t ing the interests of 
the rev is ionist leading cl ique and the pr iv i l eged strata 
of the Soviet Un ion , and at ma in t a in ing the i r react ion
ary ru l e over the Soviet people. The i r denial of the 
existence of classes and class struggle i n the Soviet 
U n i o n is precisely a weapon t h a t they w i e l d i n the class 
struggle. A s a ma t t e r of fact, they p lant , themselves 
f i r m l y on the side of the bourgeoisie, suppressing the 
pro le tar ia t and ca r ry ing on ruthless class struggle 
against the Soviet people. They use the al legat ion tha t 
there are ne i ther classes nor class struggle as grounds 
for " t h e state of the who le people" and " th e Pa r t y of the 
ent ire people," i n order to deceive the Soviet people 
and the people of the w o r l d and cover up t h e i r t r a i t o r 
ous deeds i n abo l ish ing the d ictatorship of the pro l e ta 
r i a t . They have complete ly betrayed the great L en in and 
Sta l in . W h a t they fear most is fo r the Soviet people t o 
rise i n rebe l l ion against rev is ion ism and capital ist res
t o ra t i on , engage i n class struggle against them, over
t h r o w t h e i r ru l e and re-establ ish the dictatorship of the 
pro le tar ia t . 

Comrade Mao Tse-tung often quotes the saying — 
"The tree m a y prefer calm, b u t the w i n d w i l l not sub
s i d e " — to t e l l people t h a t class struggle is an objective 
fact, independent of people's subjective w i l l . I t cannot 
be avoided, m u c h as y o u w a n t to. I f y o u don ' t struggle 
w i t h h i m , he w i l l struggle w i t h y o u ; i f y o u don ' t e l i m i 
nate h i m , he w i l l e l iminate you . Marx i s t -Len in i s t s can
not i n any way deny or avoid class struggle. Instead, 
they should lead the pro le tar iat , guide i t p roper l y i n 
the g i ven circumstances according to the laws of class 
struggle, carry the socialist revo lut ion, t h r o u g h to the 
end on the po l i t i ca l , economic, ideological and c u l t u r a l 
f ronts, smash the bourgeois p lo t f o r restorat ion, and 
consolidate the d ictatorship of the pro le tar ia t . 

Our country is at present engaged i n a great p r o 
l e t a r i an cu l tu ra l r e vo lu t i on w i t h o u t para l l e l i n h is tory . 
This is precisely to avoid capital ist restorat ion and to 
consolidate the d ictatorship of the pro le tar ia t and the 
socialist system i n our country s t i l l fu r the r . 

This great pro l e tar ian cu l tu ra l r e vo lu t i on was 
in i t i a t ed and is be ing led by Comrade Mao Tse-tung 
personally. The pro l e ta r ian r evo lu t i onary l ine repre
sented by Comrade Mao Tse-tung has w o n great v i c 
tories over the bourgeois react ionary l ine after sharp 
struggle. 

The struggle between the t w o l ines w i t h i n the Pa r t y 
i n the great p ro l e ta r ian cu l tu ra l r e vo lu t i on is a reflec
t i on i n the Pa r t y of the class struggle i n society. The 
social basis of the bourgeois react ionary l ine is chie f ly 
i n the bourgeoisie. This react ionary l ine is i n essence 
defending the bourgeoisie. I t has a certain audience 
w i t h i n the Par ty , tha t is, those whose bourgeois w o r l d 
out look . e i ther remains unchanged or has not yet been 
suf f i c ient ly t rans formed. The h an d fu l of people w i t h i n 
the Par t y w h o are i n au tho r i t y and are t a k i n g the capi
ta l is t road and who are opposed to the Par ty , t o social
i sm and to Mao Tse-tung's thought , and the ghosts, and 
monsters i n society take th is l ine as the i r protect ive 
ta l i sman and seize the oppo r tun i t y to st ir up t rouble . 

The present great pro l e tar ian c u l t u r a l r e vo lu t i on is 
the most p r o f ound class struggle h i s to ry has ever w i t 
nessed. The struggle between the two l ines w i t h i n the 
Par ty , as i t is ref lected, is l ikewise the most p ro f ound 
struggle i n th e h i s to ry of our Par ty . T h r o u g h a l l chan
nels, the ve ry few people w h o s tubborn l y c l ing to the 
bourgeois react ionary l i ne are sh i f t i n g the struggle be
tween the t w o l ines w i t h i n the Pa r t y on to society to be 
in t e rwoven w i t h the class struggle i n society. 

Every f o r w a r d step taken i n the great c u l t u r a l r ev 
o lu t i on is the resul t of sharp struggle and of efforts t o 
overcome var ious f o rms of resistance i n society.as w e l l 
as i n the Par ty . I n the last f ew months, the r e vo lu t i on 
ary masses have been penetrat ive ly exposing and c r i t i 
c iz ing the bourgeois react ionary l ine. This is a great 
debate of the largest scale on the question of the two 
lines. As a resul t of th i s great debate, the broad masses 
and revo lu t i onary cadres have raised the i r class con
sciousness and ideological level , and are s t i l l more con
scientiously suppor t ing and imp l emen t ing the pro le 
t a r i an r evo lu t i onary l ine represented by Cha i rman Mao. 
A l t h o u g h a h an d fu l of people w h o s tubborn ly c l ing to 
the bourgeois react ionary l ine constantly change the i r 
tactics and resort to new t r i cks to counter Cha i rman 
Mao's correct l ine, the bourgeois react ionary l ine con
s tant ly meets w i t h bankrup t cy and f a i lu r e as the i r r e 
sistible mass movement of the great pro l e tar ian cu l tu ra l 
r e vo lu t i on forges ahead. 

W i t h i n ha l f a year, the t u r b u l e n t stream of the 
r evo lu t i onary mass movement has been wash ing away 
the f i l t h l e f t b y the o ld society, b r i n g i n g f o r t h an ea r th -
shaking change i n China. This is a t r u l y great r e vo lu 
t i o n under the condit ions of the d ictatorship of the p r o 
le tar ia t . I t is g i v ing rise to great changes i n class r e -
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la t ions and touches people t o the i r ve ry souls, countless 
new th ings have appeared on the hor izon, w h i c h have 
puzzled some people. Nevertheless, i f one takes the 
struggle between the two classes and the two roads i n 
socialist society as the key l i n k , one can see clearly the 
great significance and chief characteristics of the great 
pro le tar ian c u l t u r a l r e vo lu t i on i n our country . 

1. China's great pro l e tar ian cu l tu ra l r e vo lu t i on is 
an inev i table development of the class struggle w i t h i n 
the country , an inev i tab le development of the socialist 
r evo lu t i on and a new and higher stage of the pro l e tar ian 
revo lut ion . 

A f t e r the seizure of po l i t i ca l power, the Chinese 
pro le tar ia t carr ied out the socialist r e vo lu t i on on the 
economic f r o n t and i n the m a i n t rans formed capital ist 
ownership of the means of product ion . Immedia te ly 
f o l l ow ing this , i t crushed the f ran t i c attacks on the Par ty 
and socialism by the bourgeois Right ists and launched 
the socialist r e vo lu t i on on the po l i t i ca l f ront . W i t h the 
deepening of the socialist r e vo lu t i on and the un fo ld ing 
of the na t ionwide socialist education movement i n t o w n 
and countryside, class struggle has increasingly come 
to the fore i n the ideological sphere. 

The o ve r th rown exp lo i t ing classes have been us ing 
the re la t ive super ior i ty they s t i l l possess i n the ideolo
gical and cu l tu ra l spheres, us ing the o ld ideology and 
the old forces of hab i t to co r rupt and deceive the masses 
and confuse and poison people's m inds i n order to ex
t end the i r own posit ions and create pub l i c op in ion for 
staging a restorat ion. 

Comrade Mao Tse-tung has said tha t to over throw 
a po l i t i ca l power, i t is always necessary f i r s t of a l l to 
create publ ic op in ion and to do w o r k i n the ideological 
sphere. This is t rue for the revo lu t ionary class as w e l l 
as for the counter - revo lut ionary class. This thesis of 
Comrade Mao Tse-tung's has been proved ent i re ly cor
rect i n practice. 

The great p ro l e ta r ian cu l t u r a l r evo lu t i on is precise
l y one to determine the issue of w h i c h w i l l w i n , social
i s m or capital ism, i n the ideological sphere. 

I t is a cont inuat ion and development of the struggle 
between the two classes and the two roads, a deeper and 
broader new stage i n the development of the socialist 
r evo lu t i on . 

2. China's great p ro l e ta r ian cu l tu ra l r e vo lu t i on is 
the most extensive, p ro f ound and gigantic revo lut ionary 
mass movement i n h is tory . 

The great pro l e tar ian cu l t u r a l r evo lu t i on i n China 
is an ex t reme ly acute and complicated class struggle, a 
great r e vo lu t i on to r emou ld the souls of the people and 
promote the revo lu t ion i za t ion of people's t h i n k i n g , 
w h i c h inev i t ab l y touches every aspect of society i n the 
po l i t i ca l , economic and c u l t u r a l spheres. Such a great 
r e vo lu t i on can be carr ied ..out i n depth, w i t h tho rough 
ness and to th e end on ly b y r e l y i ng on the conscious 
act ion of hundreds of m i l l i ons of people. 

A characterist ic of China's great pro l e tar ian c u l 
t u r a l r e vo lu t i on is tha t Mao Tse-tung's thought has 
gone deep in to the m in d s of the people and has t r u l y 
aroused hundreds of m i l l i ons of people to action. 

The pro l e ta r ian r evo lu t i onary l ine represented by 
Comrade Mao Tse-tung is permeated w i t h t rus t i n the 
masses, rel iance on them, bo ld mob i l i za t i on of t h e m 
and respect f o r the i r i n i t i a t i v e . 

The bourgeois react ionary l ine , on the contrary , op
poses the masses, opposes the r e vo lu t i on and opposes 
and represses the r evo lu t i onary mass movement . 

When unf lagg ing struggle is waged against t h e 
bourgeois react ionary l ine , the waves of the mass move
ment rise, one h igher t h a n the other. 

A great number of new th ings of great h is tor ic 
significance have emerged i n the course of the great 
pro l e tar ian c u l t u r a l r e vo lu t i on . The sens i t iv i ty and 
courage of a p ro l e ta r ian r evo lu t i onary l ies precisely i n 
the fact tha t he strongly supports new th ings w h e n they 
are s t i l l i n embryo. 

The Red Guards are one such new t h i n g . W i t h the 
far-s ighted support of Comrade Mao Tse-tung, the Red 
Guards have g r o w n rap id l y i n schools and colleges a l l 
over the country and i n many factories and vi l lages, 
f r o m smal l beginnings in to a m i g h t y mass revo lu t i onary 
force. The Red Guards are dar ing i n t h i n k i n g , speak
i n g out, action, struggle and m a k i n g r evo lu t i on . They 
have accomplished ear th-shak ing deeds. 

The revo lu t i onary masses are the m a i n force of the 
great p ro l e ta r ian cu l tu ra l r evo lu t i on . When the masses 
are unswerv ing l y pe rmi t t ed to educate and l iberate 
themselves and to rise up i n revo lu t ion , a m a m m o t h 
revo lu t ionary mass movement of tremendous scale and 
irres ist ib le force appears. 

3. China's great p ro l e ta r ian cu l tu ra l r e vo lu t i on is 
a struggle to prevent the leadership f r o m being usurped 
by counter - revo lut ionary rev is ionism and a struggle by 
the pro l e ta r ia t to prevent a capital ist restorat ion. 

I n the course of the great pro le tar ian cu l tu ra l r ev 
o lut ion, hundreds of mi l l i ons of people have consciously 
r isen i n v igorous action to eradicate the old ideas, old 
cul ture , o ld customs and o ld habits of the exp lo i t ing 
classes and foster the new ideas, new culture, new cus
toms and new habits of the pro le tar iat . They are t rans
f o r m i n g the menta l outlook of the whole of society and 
r emov ing the roots of rev is ionism. 

The ma in targets of attack i n China's current great 
pro le tar ian cu l tu ra l r evo lu t ion are the hand fu l of peo
ple w i t h i n the Par t y w h o are i n au tho r i t y and are t ak 
i n g the capital ist road. These representatives of the 
bourgeoisie who have wormed the i r way in to the Party , 
government, a rmy and var ious circles i n the cu l tu ra l 
f ie lds are counter - revo lut ionary revisionists, bad eggs 
of the Khrushchov type, and t ime bombs p lanted w i t h i n 
our Par ty . Once the condit ions were r ipe, they w o u l d 
explode and s tar t a coup d'etat of the Khrushchov type. 
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I n the course of th is great r evo lu t ion , the h a n d f u l 
of people w i t h i n the Pa r t y who are i n au tho r i t y and are 
t a k i n g the capital ist road have f o u n d themselves f l o u n 
der ing i n the ocean of the mass movement . They have 
been exposed and discredited to such an extent t h a t 
the i r arrogance has been swept in to the dust. Th is has 
dealt a powe r fu l b l ow at the scheme of the counter
revo lu t ionary revisionists to restore capita l ism. 

China's great p ro l e ta r ian c u l t u r a l r e vo lu t i on is a 
l i f e -and-death struggle between the socialist road and 
the capital ist road, a struggle i n w h i c h one side wo rks to 
consolidate the d ictatorship of the pro l e ta r ia t and the 
other attempts to t r a n s f o r m the d ictatorship of the p r o 
l e tar ia t in to the d ictatorship of the bourgeoisie. This is 
an ext remely fierce, acute and p ro f ound class struggle. 

4. The great pro l e tar ian cu l t u r a l r e vo lu t i on i n 
Ch ina has b rought in to be ing the new experience of ex
tensive democracy under the system of the d ictatorship 
of the pro le tar ia t and new experience i n ca r ry ing out 
democratic central ism. 

Mao Tse-tung's though t is the compass for act ion 
i n the great pro l e tar ian c u l t u r a l r evo lu t i on . China's 
great pro le tar ian cu l tu r a l r e vo lu t i on is a movement of 
extensive democracy under the command of Mao Tse-
tung's thought . 

I n the course of this great cu l t u r a l r e vo lu t i on our 
Par t y has g iven support to the creativeness of the rev
o lu t ionary masses and the i r widespread use of such 
fo rms of extensive democracy as the free a i r ing of 
v iews, p u t t i n g up big-character posters, ca r ry ing out 
great debates and going to other un i t s and places to 
exchange revo lu t i onary experience. The masses have the 
r i g h t to cr i t ic ize and raise suggestions about Par t y and 
state policies and every aspect of the state apparatus. 
The masses have the r i g h t to crit ic ize leading cadres at 
a l l levels no mat t e r h o w mer i t o r i ous the i r service, how 
h i g h the i r posi t ion or how senior the i r qual i f icat ions. 
A system of general elections, l i k e t ha t of the Paris 
Commune, is in t roduced w i t h o u t exception for a l l or
gans of power leading the c u l t u r a l r evo lu t i on . The mass
es have the power to replace t h r o u g h election or recal l 
any elected member at any t ime. Extensive democracy 
should also be carr ied out among the masses t h e m 
selves and between mass organizations i n order to u n i f y 
unders tand ing and t h i n k i n g , to heighten po l i t i ca l con
sciousness and to master Marx i sm-Len in i sm , Mao Tse-
tung 's thought , by the free a i r i ng of v iews, big-charac
ter posters and great debates. Such extensive democracy 
is the best method for the masses to educate themselves. 

The extensive democracy we have carr ied out is 
extensive democracy under the d ictatorship of the p ro 
le tar ia t , t rue pro l e tar ian democracy of a h i g h degree 
unprecedented i n h u m a n h is tory and a new develop
ment of Cha i rman Mao Tse-tung's mass l ine i n the so
cialist r evo lut ion . 

The h is tor ica l experience of the dictatorship of the 
pro le tar ia t tel ls us t h a t i f p ro l e tar ian democracy is not 

f u l l y pu t i n t o effect i t is impossible to have a t rue p ro 
l e ta r i an centra l ism. W i t h o u t extensive pro l e tar ian de
mocracy i t is impossible to effect a great r evo lu t i on i n 
the ve ry souls of the people, impossible to conduct the 
great pro l e tar ian cu l tu ra l " revo lut ion i n a penet ra t ing 
and thoroughgo ing w a y and impossible to consolidate 
the d ictatorship of the pro le tar ia t . W i t h o u t such ex
tensive democracy, w i t h o u t hundreds of m i l l i ons of peo
ple pay ing a t t ent ion to state affairs, supervis ing the 
organs of the Pa r t y and the state and supervis ing lead
i n g cadres at a l l levels, i t is impossible to prevent the 
usurp ing of leadership of the Par t y and the state by 
counter - revo lut ionary revisionists and impossible to p re 
vent the changing of the dictatorship of the pro le tar ia t 
in to the d ictatorship of the bourgeoisie. 

A t the same t ime, the d ictatorship of the pro le 
t a r i a t is the guarantee fo r extensive democracy. W i t h 
out the d ictatorship of the pro le tar ia t i t is impossible 
for the masses to have extensive democracy. I t is p r e 
cisely because our dictatorship of the pro le tar ia t is 
consolidated tha t we dare to under take and can carry 
out such extensive democracy. 

A v igorous and l i v e l y po l i t i ca l s i tuat ion , as has been 
advocated by Comrade Mao Tse-tung, is t a k i n g shape 
throughout our country , i n w h i c h there is bo th cen
t r a l i s m and democracy, bo th discipl ine and freedom, 
bo th u n i t y of w i l l and personal ease of m i n d . 

5. China's great pro le tar ian c u l t u r a l r e vo lu t i on has 
l a id the f oundat ion for t r a i n i n g and b r i n g in g u p a con
t ingent of working-c lass inte l lectuals. 

China already has a good number of working-c lass 
intel lectuals. However, m u c h has yet to be done i n 
th i s f i e ld . Some of the schools have not yet, or not 
yet completely, b roken down the conventions set by the 
capital ist educational system. Some of the posit ions i n 
the c u l t u r a l f i e ld are not i n the hands of the pro l e ta r ia t 
bu t i n the hands of the bourgeoisie.-

I n the current great pro l e tar ian cu l tu ra l r e v o lu 
t i on , the r evo lu t i onary masses are thorough ly cr i t i c i z 
ing and r epud ia t ing react ionary bourgeois ideas i n aca
demic w o r k and i n the fields of education, j ou rna l i sm , 
l i t e ra ture and art , and publ ish ing . They are thorough ly 
changing the phenomenon of react ionary bourgeois aca
demic " au tho r i t i e s " domina t ing these positions, and are 
seizing and consol idat ing leadership i n a l l f ie lds of c u l 
ture . 

The ranks o f working-c lass intel lectuals are develop
i n g and g r ow in g stronger i n the test of the great storms 
and waves of r evo lu t i on . The r evo lu t i onary y o u t h and 
the Red Guards are becoming integrated w i t h the w o r k 
er-peasant masses, and are f o rg ing ahead along the 
road of p ro l e tar ian revo lut ion izat ion. 

Many revo lu t i onary cadres and young people are 
s t r i v ing ha rd to temper themselves in to re l iable succes
sors to the revo lut ionary cause of the pro le tar ia t accord-
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i n g to the f i v e requirements proposed b y Comrade Mao 
Tse-tung.*. 

Under the leadership of our Par ty , the who le coun
t r y should be t u r n e d in to a great school of Mao Tse-
tung 's thought . W h i l e they should concentrate the i r 
m a i n efforts on t h e i r o w n occupations, the workers , 
peasants, soldiers, students, commerc ia l workers , and 
funct ionar ies should at the same t ime s tudy other things, 
so as to be able g radua l l y to take p a r t i n b o t h c i v i l i an 
and m i l i t a r y af fairs, i n bo th i ndus t r y and agr icul ture , 
and become cu l tured labourers w i t h a communis t con
sciousness. 

6. China's great p ro l e ta r ian c u l t u r a l r e vo lu t i on is 
a powe r fu l mot i ve force f o r the development of her so
c ia l product i ve forces. 

Comrade Mao Tse-tung has po inted out : " I t is man's 
social be ing tha t determines his t h i n k i n g . Once the 
correct ideas characterist ic of the advanced class are 
grasped by the masses, these ideas t u r n in to a mate r i a l 
force w h i c h changes society and changes the w o r l d . " 

Ma t t e r is t rans formed in to consciousness and con
sciousness i n t o mat ter . The great p ro l e ta r ian cu l tu ra l 
r evo lu t i on is v igorous ly p r omo t i ng the revo lut ion iza t ion 
of people's t h i n k i n g . I t is b reak ing down a l l unreason-

*They must be genuine Marxist-Leninists and hot re
visionists l ike Khrushchov wearing the cloak of Marxism-
Leninism. 

They must be revolutionaries who wholeheartedly 
serve the overwhelming majority of the people of China 
and the whole wor ld, and must not be l ike Khrushchov 
who serves both the interests of the handful of members 
of the privileged bourgeois stratum i n his own country and 
those of foreign imperial ism and reaction. 

They must be proletarian statesmen capable of un i t 
ing and working together w i t h the overwhelming 
majority. Not only must they unite w i t h those who agree 
with, them, they must also be good at uni t ing w i t h those 
who.. disagree and even w i t h those who formerly opposed 
them and have since been proved wrong i n practice. But 
they must especially watch out for careerists and conspira
tors ' l ike Khrushchov and prevent such bad elements f rom 
usurping--the leadership of the Party and the state at any 
level. 

They must be models i n applying the Party's democra
tic-centralism, must master the method of leadership based 

- on the principle of " f rom the masses, to the masses," and 
must cultivate a democratic style and be good at listening 
to the masses. They must not be despotic l ike Khrushchov 
and violate the Party's democratic centralism, make sur
prise attacks on comrades or act arbi trar i ly and dicta-
torially. 

They must be modest and prudent and guard against 
arrogance and impetuosity; they, must be imbued w i t h the 
spirit of self-criticism and have the courage to correct mis
takes and shortcomings in their work. They must never 
cover up their errors l ike Khrushchov, and claim al l the 
credit for themselves and shift a l l the blame on others.-Tr. 

able o ld conventions, d iscarding a l l outdated customs 
as w e l l as bad habits, f u r the r emancipat ing the social 
product ive forces and b r i ng ing i n t o fu l l e r p lay the en 
thusiasm and in i t i a t i v e of • the worker-peasant masses 
and scienti f ic and technical research personnel. I t has 
thus created new and favourable condit ions for great 
advances i n indus t ry , agr i cu l ture and scienti f ic research. 

Under the slogan of " t a k i n g f i r m ho ld of the rev
o lu t i on and p r omo t i ng p roduc t i on , " the great pro le 
t a r i an cu l tu ra l r evo lu t i on is on the rise i n the factories 
and r u r a l areas. I t can be ant ic ipated t h a t the soaring 
r evo lu t i onary enthusiasm of the worker-peasant masses 
and r evo lu t i onary scienti f ic and technical personnel, 
called up by the great cu l tu ra l r evo lu t i on , w i l l be car
r i ed in to the struggle for i n d u s t r i a l and ag r i cu l tu ra l 
product ion and scienti f ic exper iment to b r i n g about a 
great leap f o r w a r d i n our na t i ona l economy. 

The great p ro l e ta r ian cu l tu ra l r e vo lu t i on w i l l ensure 
tha t China's construct ion w o r k advances w i t h g iant 
strides i n the d i rect ion of socialism and communism. 

7. China's great pro l e tar ian cu l tu ra l r e vo lu t i on 
is also a struggle against imper i a l i sm headed by the 
Un i t ed States and against modern rev is ion ism w i t h the 
leadership of the Soviet Communis t Pa r t y at i ts centre. 

A socialist country w h i c h adheres f i r m l y to M a r x -
i sm-Len in i sm and resolutely opposes imper ia l i sm and 
modern rev is ionism in te rna t i ona l l y , mus t resolutely op
pose rev is ionism and "peaceful e vo lu t i on " at home. 

The hand fu l of persons i n authorhVy i n OLir Pa r t y 
who are t a k i n g the capital ist road are counter - revo lu
t i onary revisionists. They carry out c r i m i n a l act iv i t ies 
against the Par ty , socialism and Mao Tse-tung's thought 
i n concert w i t h the class enemies abroad. They are i n 
the active service of t h e imper ia l i s t pol icy of "peaceful 
e vo lu t i on . " W h a t they w a n t to do is w h a t Khrushchov 
has already done i n the Soviet U n i o n and w h a t the 
Soviet rev is ionist l ead ing cl ique hopes they w i l l do. 

The cur ren t great cu l tu ra l r e vo lu t i on i n China has 
f rus t ra t ed the d ream of imper ia l i sm ' .and m o d e m r e v i 
sionism of a capitalist, restorat ion i n China. This is a 
crushing b l ow at imper i a l i sm and mode rn rev is ion ism. 

B y g i v ing prominence to p ro l e ta r i an pol it ics and 
p romo t ing the revo lut ion i za t ion of people's t h i n k i n g , the 
present great, cu l tu ra l r e vo lu t i on is the most fundamen
t a l p repara t ion f o r defeating aggressive w a r by U.S. 
imper i a l i sm and i t s lackeys. The masses of r e vo lu t i on 
ary Red Guards and r evo lu t i onary y o u t h are an i m p o r t 
ant reserve force f o r the Chinese People's L ibe ra t i on 
A r m y . 

As a resul t o f the great p ro l e ta r ian c u l t u r a l revo
l u t i o n , a socialist China w h i c h w i l l never change colour 
w i l l even more effectively carry on the struggle against 
imper ia l i sm headed by the Un i t ed States and against 
modern rev is ion ism w i t h the leadership of the C.P.S.U. 
at i t s centre. She w i l l support even more act ive ly 
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Marx is t -Len in i s t s and r e vo lu t i onary people th roughou t 
the w o r l d so as to f u l f i l s t i l l be t ter our g lor ious p ro 
l e ta r ian in te rnat iona l i s t obl igations. 

8. China's great p ro l e ta r ian cu l tu ra l r e vo lu t i on has 
promoted a tremendous development of M a r x i s m -
Len in i sm. 

The Decision of the Central Committee of the 
Chinese Communist Party Concerning the Great Prole
tarian Cultural R.evolution, d r a w n up under the personal 
guidance of Comrade M a o Tse-tung, and a series of his 
ins t ruct ions on the great p ro l e ta r ian cu l t u r a l revo lut ion , 
const i tute a ma jo r development of Marx i sm-Len in i sm. 

Marx i sm-Len in i sm, Mao Tse-tung's thought , a lways 
has developed i n the struggle against domestic and 
fore ign class enemies, i n the struggle against oppo r tun 
i sm and rev is ion ism of a l l descriptions and i n the s t rug 
gle to eradicate bourgeois ideas. The tho rough cr i t i c i sm 
and r epud ia t i on of bourgeois ideas by hundreds of m i l 
l ions of people i n China w i l l assuredly b r i n g about a 
tremendous development of Marx i sm-Len in i sm. 

I n the course of t h e great p ro l e ta r i an cu l t u r a l r ev 
o lut ion, the masses of workers , peasants and soldiers 
th roughou t the c oun t r y are m a k i n g v igorous ef forts 
to s tudy Mao Tse-tung's though t and establ ish i ts as
cendancy, thereby opening up ' a n e w era of the mastery 
and appl icat ion of Marx i sm-Len in i sm, of Mao Tse-tung's 
thought , d i r ec t l y by the w o r k i n g people. The fact 
t h a t hundreds of m i l l i ons of w o r k i n g people use 
Marx i sm-Len in i sm, Mao Tse-tung's thought , as t h e i r 
weapon i n considering a l l questions i n th e w o r l d , i n 
cr i t i c i z ing and r epud ia t ing the o ld w o r l d , i n s t rugg l ing 
and m a k i n g r evo lu t i on , constitutes an epoch-making 
event i n the h i s to ry of the development of Ma rx i sm . 

Revo lu t ionary people th roughou t th e w o r l d u n a 
n imous ly praise China's great p ro l e ta r ian cu l t u r a l revo
l u t i o n , w h i l e Brezhnev, Kosyg in , Shelepin and other 
renegades l i k e them, i n col lusion w i t h imper ia l i s ts l i k e 
Johnson and Rusk, g r i n d th e i r teeth and heap curses 
on i t . T u r n i n g on a l l t h e i r propaganda mach inery and 
us ing the most v ic ious language, they have s t i r red up 
an an t i -Ch ina hyster ia t o w i l d l y attack China's great 
c u l t u r a l r e vo lu t i on . W h y are the reactionaries so 
incensed? Precisely because China's great p ro l e ta r ian 
cu l tu ra l r evo lu t i on , l i k e a p ra i r i e f i re , w i l l inev i tab ly 
spread among the people of the w o r l d , exercise a 
t remendous inf luence on the r evo lu t i onary struggle of 
the people of a l l countries, and p o u n d against and 
shake the t o t t e r i n g r u l e of imper i a l i sm and modern 
rev is ionism. China's great p ro l e ta r ian c u l t u r a l r e vo lu 
t i o n , unpara l l e l ed i n h is tory , has sounded the death 
k n e l l of impe r i a l i sm and mode rn rev is ion ism even 
more l oud ly . 

The new chieftains of the Soviet rev is ionist g roup 
have now a l l come out in to the open and thus t o r n 
o f f the mask w i t h w h i c h they once t r i e d to deceive 
people. Thus they have revealed themselves more 

openly as be ing of the same s t r ipe as Khrushchov , and 
even worse t h a n h i m . A n d th i s w i l l i n ev i t ab l y rouse 
the Soviet people s t i l l f u r t h e r to oppose them. They 
are themselves speeding u p the i r march towards the 
same end as Khrushchov . 

I n the h i s t o r y of the development of Ma r x i sm , 
whe the r at the t i m e of i t s b i r t h or w h e n i t achieved 
his tor ic v i c t o r y and developed to a new stage, the 
ghosts and monsters o f the w h o l e w o r l d had col laborated 
i n l aunch ing f ierce counter-attacks against i t . 

When M a r x i s m f i r s t appeared i n Europe and was 
beg inn ing to be mastered b y the w o r k i n g class, i ts 
enemies immed ia t e l y sensed a great threat . A t tha t 
t ime, a l l the react ionary forces i n Europe jo ined i n 
a " H o l y A l l i ance " against M a r x i s m , v a i n l y a t t empt ing 
to exorcise th i s "spectre" t h a t had appeared i n Europe. 
W h e n M a r x i s m , developed to the stage of Len in i sm and 
achieved an epoch-making v i c t o ry i n the October Rev
o lut ion , a l l the imper ia l is ts w h o were then s t rang l ing 
each other, the rev is ionist "heroes" of the Second I n 
te rnat iona l who served the imper ia l is ts , and the scabs 
and t ra i t o rs o f a l l countries, again j o ined forces i n a 
" H o l y A l l i ance " against L en in i sm and conducted 
ferocious encirc lement attacks against i t . Now, Com
rade Mao Tse-tung has inher i t ed , defended and devel
oped M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m w i t h genius and creativeness 
and i n an a l l - r ound way, and thus raised i t to a com
plete ly new stage. The imper ia l i s ts headed b y the 
Un i t ed States, the mode rn revis ionists w i t h the 
C.P.S.U. leadership at the i r centre, a l l react ionaries and 
a l l o ld and new scabs and turncoats i n the w o r l d , have 
once again j o ined forces i n knock ing together a " H o l y 
A l l i ance " against Mao Tse-tung's thought . They va in l y 
a t tempt to resist the spread of Mao Tse-tung's thought 
to the who le w o r l d and obstruct the grasping of Mao 
Tse-tung's t hough t —• an inv inc ib l e ideological weapon 
— by the oppressed people and nations. 

One af ter another, those past "heroes" w h o op
posed M a r x i s m and Len in i sm were t h r o w n in to the 
garbage heap of h is tory . Today's "heroes" w h o oppose 
Mao Tse-tung's t hough t w i l l meet a s t i l l sadder defeat. 
The i r c lamour ing is no more t h a n a f r an t i c las t -d i tch 
struggle. 

Ac t i v e l y responding to Comrade L i n Piao's cal l , 
the Chinese people, i n the great p ro l e ta r ian cu l tu ra l 
r evo lu t i on , are ca r r y ing f o r w a r d to a new stage the 
mass movement for the creative s tudy and appl icat ion 
of Cha i rman Mao's works . The a r m i n g of the Chinese 
people w i t h Mao Tse-tung's t h o u g h t is the most r e l i 
able and fundamenta l guarantee f o r the prevent ion of 
rev is ionism and a capita l ist res torat ion and f o r the 
consol idat ion of the d ictatorship of the pro le tar ia t . I t 
is also of great significance to , and w i l l exert fa r -
reaching in f luence on, the i n t e rna t i ona l communist 
movement and the r evo lu t i onary cause of the wor ld ' s 
people. 

("Hongqi," No. 15, 1966.) 
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