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HE proletarian revolutionary teacher Lenin once

-made the famous stateinent:’
great day recedes into the past, the- more clearly we see
the significance of the proletarian revelution in Russia,
and the more deeply are we led to reflect upon the prac~
tical experience -gained in our work  as-a -whole.”
(The Fourth Amnniversary of the October Revolution.)
The same can be said for China’s Great Proletarian Cul-
tural Revolution. . As time recedes:info:the past, the
far-reaching influence of the Great Proletarian Cultural
Revolution on consolidating the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat, promoting. the development of the cause of so-
gialism and otheris aspects will- become clearer and
clealer ! . A : T e

Great Revolution for: Consohdatmg the Proiexanan
’ chtdtorshnp ’

The theory of the dlctatorshlp of the proletariat is
the quintessence of Marxism. Lenin pointed out: “The
dictatorship -of the proletariat is a most determined and
most ruthless war waged by the new class against a
more powerful enemy, the bourgeoisie, whose resistance
is: ix_icreased tenfold, by its overthrow (even if only in
ope country), and whose pewer lies not only in the
stren_};th. of international capital, in the strength and
durability of the international connections of the bour-

geoisie, but also in the force of habit, in the strength of
For, unfortunately, small productmn .

small procluction
is- still very, very wxdespread in the world, and small
productmn engenders capitalism and the bourge01s1e con-
tinuously, daily, hourly, spontanesusly, and on a mass
scale.
letariat is essential” (“Left-Wing” Commumsm, An
Infantzle Disorder.) Lenin stated very clearly that after
the- proletariat- has seized political power, the over-
thrown. landlord and capitalist classes will always turn
their hopes for a restoration into attempts at restoration
and that new bourgeois elements will also continuously
be engendered who will attack the socialist system.
Without the proletarian dictatorship, therefore, the pro-
letamat will not be able to maintain its political power,

defeat the bourgeoisie and build and consolidate social-"

ism. Consequently, ‘throughout the entlre historical
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“The further that

For all these reasens the dzctatorshlp of the pro-

period of socialisr}l;'-’ﬁarti'cul'arly after the socialist transt
formation 6f ownership of the means of productionhas
been coriipleted in the main, whether or not t¢ recognize
that there are still.classes and ¢lass struggle and whetlhier
or not to uphold the dictatorship of the proletariat are
fundamental guestions concerning the future and des-

tiny-of the Party and the state and. of the proletarlat and

other working people

It preeisely on these fundamental questions that
fhe Sov1e1, reV1smmst renedade clique has utterly be—
trayed Ma1x1sm—Len1msm and’ converted the WOllds
flrst socialist country into a socxal—lmperlahst country'
Chairman Mao has waged a tit-for-tat struggle against
this clique and inherited, defended and developed the
Marxist-Leninist theory ‘of the proletarian revolution
and the dictatorship of the proletariat. Chairman-Mao
has-comprehensively summed up the historical experi-
ence, both positive and negative, of the dictatorship of
the proletariat, advanced the great thesis of eontinuing
the revolution under the dictatorship of the pfoletariat,

 formulated for our Party the basic liné for the entire

historical period of socialism-and -led the whole Party
and the people of the whole country to struggle for the
consolidation ane strengthening of the proletarian 'die-
tat01sh1p, thus guaran’ceemg Chmas contlnual advance
along the socialist road. : B

Personally mltlated and led by Chalrman Mao 'ohe»,
- Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution is a great political
revolution carried out under'the conditions of socialism

by the proletariat against the bourgeoisie 'and all ‘other

‘exploiting classes; it is of tremendous significance'to
‘consolidating the dictatorship of the proletariat and pre-

venting capitalist restoration. After the socialist trans-
formation of ownership of the means. of production had

in the main been carried out in China, Chairman Mao
rled the whole Palty and the people of the whole country
_in a series of struggles against: the bourgeoisie -and
against revisionism. From the struggle against the bour—

geols Rightists in 1957. to the struggle to shatter the
Peng Teh-huai anti-Party clique in 1959 and from the

great debate in regard to the general line for building

sgcialism .to. the socialist education movement in .the
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Interngtionally, .

_cities and countrys1de great victories were ‘scored one

after another:
iR

However, just as Chairmahn:Mao poitited- out in a
speech in February 1967:
gles in rural areas, in factories, in the cultural field,

and we carried out the socialist education movement.,

But all this failed to solve the problem because we did} - - jority — leadership was not in the hands of real Mars-

not find a form, a method, to arouse the broad masses
to expose our dark aspect openly, in an all-round way
and from below.” Summing up: the expeérience of the
successive struggles in accordance with the theory of
the proletarian revolution and the dictatorship of the
proletariat, Chairman-Mao has finally found the form —
the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution — which is
the inevitable result of the protracted and sharp struggle
between the two classes, the two roads and the two lines
in the period.of socialism. This great revolution has
forcefully pushed forward the struggle. carried out by
the proletariat against the bourgeoisie, Marxism against
revisionism, and has in theory and in practice enriched
and developed the Marxist theory of the proletarian
dictatorship. The practice of the Chinese people has
completely proved that “the current Great Proletarian
Cultural Revolution is absolutely necessary and most
timely ‘for consohdatmg the dxctatorshlp of the prole-
tariat, preventmd capltahst restoration and bulldmb 50~
c1ahsm 7 T

Two ’B:pu'r__g}eeivs. Headquarters Shattered

© The Great Proletarian Cultural -Revolution has
smashed- Liu Shao-chi’s and Lin Piac’s plots to restore
capitalism and has conselidated-the dictatorship of the
proletariat in China.” - The history of class struggle since
the founding of New: China shows that the toppled land-
lord and-capitalist classes at home invariably try for-a
comeback, that new bourgeois .elements may arise and
that the siruggle between the two classes and the two
foads in society is bound to find expression in our Party.
imperialism and social-imperialism
which want to carry out aggression and subversion
against our country are bound to look for agents inside
our Party. Representatives of the bourgeoisie who have
sneaked into our Party will dowhatever fhey can to
push-a counter-revolutionary revisionist line in an at-
tempt to change the Party’s basic line and the socialist
system.. When the opportune moment arrives, they will
come forth fo seize political power and replace the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat with the dictatorship of the
bourgeoisie;.

" Liu Shac-chi arid Lin Piao were such representatlves
of the bourge01s1e In their attemp ts to restore capltahsm
in China, they”shouted ‘themselves hoarsé to advocate

the theory of “the dying out of cldss struggle” and the

theory” of productive force. Wiel‘chng that portion of
power they had- usurped; they not drlly"exéréiséd the

dictatorship of thé bourgeoisie- 1n ‘sotiie- spheres ‘of the

superstructure but alse-tried 1¢" chiange the nature of

February 13,1976 -+

‘the Ninth Central Committee of the Party:

: A i1y, we conldn™t do *Wlthout the Great Proletarian” Cul-
“In the past we waged strug-

socialist ownership in the economic base. Just as Chair-
man Mao pointed out at the First Plenary Session of
“Apparent-

tural Revelution, for our base was not solid. From my
observations, I am afraid that in a fairly laxge majority

- of factories — I don’t mean all or the overwhe =lming ma-

ists and the masses of workers.” The question was that
the leadership in these faclories *““followed that lne of
Liu Shao-chi’s.”

During the Creat Proletarian Cultural Revolution;,
the two bourgeois headquarters with Liu Shao-chi and: -
Lin Piao as their ringleaders were crushed their coun- .

ter-revolutionary revisionist line was deeply criticized
and- a handful of renegades, enemy agents and abso-
lutely unrepentant persons in power taking the capitalist
road who had wormed their way into our Party were
expelled- from our ranks. Thus their plots to restore
capitalism were completely destroyed. This was a great
victory for the Great Cultural Revolution..

All-Round Dictatorship Over the Bourgeoisie
' Strengthened

The . Great Proletarian, Cultural Revolution has

strengthened the all-round dictatorship of the proletariat.

over the bourgeoisie in the superstructure including all
spheres of culture, and consolidated the socialist econom-
ic. base. The historical experience gained in China’s
revolution proves that a soc1ahst revolution on the eco-
nomic front alone is not enough and cannot be con-
solidated by itself.- There must be a thoroughgoing so-
cialist revolution on the political and ideological fronts
as well. - "The bourgeoisie has Tost the means of producs

tion but it still has a superior force in the cultural and.

educational fields, and it is bound to make use of thig
“hereditary- domain™ {o continue ifs trial of strength
with the proletariat. - Before the Great Cultural Revolu=
tion, Liu Shao-chi and his gang made desperate efforts

to use ideology and the superstructure to serve theii:
purpose of restoring capitalism and frantically exercised:

counter-revolutionary dictatorship. over the proletariat
in those departments they controlled. Such a situation

was sharply criticized by Chairman Mao who at the time.
“If it [the Ministry of Culture] refuses to

pointed out:
change, it should be renamed the Ministry of Emperors,
Kings, Generals and Ministers, the Ministry of Talents

and Beauties or the Ministry of Foreign Muminies”; the .

Ministry of Health should likewise be renamed the “¥in~

istry of Health for Urban Overloads.”
the field of education, Chairman Mao pointed out:

With regard to
‘CThe

domination of our scheols and colieges by bourgeois in~.

tellectuals should not be tolelated any longer.”

Marxism holds that the superstructure is deter-
mined by the economic base,

arid  ‘decisive role. ~ When the " superstru"ture (politics,
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Under given conditions,
hoWever “the superstructure in ‘turn plays the puncxpal\'



culture, etc) obstructs the of the
.economic base,

come principal “and decisive.

_ development

If we had not un-

folded the Great Cultural Revolution. from below

in an ex’gens;ve and penetrating way, how “could
we change the situation in which the bourgeoisie exer-
,cised dictatorship over the proletariat in the spheres of
culture and education? How was it possible for us to
consolidate the - diclatorship- of the proletariat and
strengthen the socialist economic base? " In the Great
Cultural Revolution, the counter-revolutionary revision-
ist Jine of Liu Shao-chi and Lin Piao was criticized in a
deep—gé_i_ng way, the mire left by ’ché bourgeoisie and all
p‘;lier exploiting ciasse_s was cleaned up, and the prole-
tariat seized back the positions previously occupied.by
the bourgeoisie. - Acting in accordance with-Chairman
Mao’s instruction’ that “the working class mmust exercise
leadership in everything,” the working ¢lass and its most

reliable - ally, the poor and lower-middle  peasants, .

mounted the political stage of the superstructure. A

vigorous revolutionary si.tu'ation ‘ensued, ‘witha host of
socxahst new things growmg in streng’ch and profound_
changes -favourable- to the* proletauat takmg place in’

the entire supersi,ructure

" However,  we. are fully- aware. that the struggle in
the superstructure is still acute and comphmted andv_
that the bourgeoisie is not reconciled to its defeat and .

will not withdraw from this position of its own accord.
Since the Great Cultural Revolution started first in the
flelds of ‘culture and education, the bourgeoisie is cer-
tam to make the first moves in these fields in. its efforts
to-negate the Great Cultural Revolution and launch
counter-attacks agamst us. We - must resolutely imple-
ment Chairman Mao's proletarlan revolutionary line
and carry through to the énd the socialist revolution in
the entire superstructure, including the revolution in
é_ducation, literature and art and. health work.

i Buiicﬁng an lron Wall to Cémbat and
R - Prevent Revisionism:

B The proletaman dlctatorshlp isa dlctatorshlp of. the
xm.sses, a dlctatorshlp of the majority over the mmomty

This is where it differs fundamentally from the dieta-
‘cmshlp of all the exploiting classes; and herein lies the
profound source of its powerful strength. Only by fully

arousing the broad masses is it possible to build an iron’

“wall to comba’c and prevent revisionism so that the dic-

tatorshlp of the proletariat can be really ccmsohda’ved:~
One outstanding feature of the Great Proletauan Cul—(_

tul al Revolution is the direct moblllzatlon of ‘che people
in their hundreds of millions in the great flglu to combat
and prevent revisionism and consohdate the proletaman
dictatorship.

Chairman Maovhas pointed out!
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political and cultural changes . be-

“Never before in.
any mass movement have the masses been. arcused so.

thergughly and on so bmad a scale.”.
Iions of people rising up to speak out freely, air their
views fully, hold great debates and write bld—charaeter

- posters are like an avalanche which in no time smashed

to. snithereens the revisionist “imdependent kingdoms®

insome places and crushed seemingly impregnablé bour-
" -geois fortresses. in:gome units.:

+No -one ‘can -ever -eradi-
cate the great historical merits of ‘the mass movement.
In the Great Cultural Revolution the broad ‘masses 6f
the people geceived a very profound educ-atlon in
Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought and came o
understand the truth that “the correctness or mconect-
ness of the ideological and- political Kie: decides every-

thing.” They also enhanced their ability to distinguish
Marxism from revisionism and the correct line from the
erroneocus, and raised their consciousness to cortinus

the:revolution under the dictatorship of the prole’carlat
Lenin put it well:

tign began, more and more comrades upholding Marg-
ism.and opposing revisionism have come to the fore on.
all:fronts. This is true even in educational circles. where:
“bourgesis p*‘e;udlces have struck very deep reotl.”
(Lgpin:  Speech Delivered at an All-Russia. Conference
of Polztzcal Bducation Workeqs of Gubernia and.Uyezd
Education Departments) This will surely be -of pro-
found significance to combating and preventmg revi-
sionism and to ensuring that the task of consolidating
the dictatorship of the proletariat is fulfllled _right
through fo the grass-roots level.

The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution has pro-

vided us with extremely valuable experience in future :.
struggles to combat and prevent revisionism and cor
solidate the dictatorship. of the proletariat. As a form -
of continuing the revolution' under the dictatorship of*
the proletariat, the Great Cultural Revolution is- of* un'i;;'
versal mgmfmance in the entire historical period of so—=
“Our country at
present plactlses a commochty system, the Waoe system,'
is unegqual, teo, as in the elght—grade wage scale, c.mi‘
so forth. Under the dlctatorshxp of the pm}etanat such

c1ahsm Chalrman Mao has said:

things ean only be restricted. Therefore, if people like
Lm Pzao come to. power, it will be quite easy for them
to rig up the capitalist system.”

This instruction- of Chairman Mao®s points out o u_é
that the emergence of revisionism is not accidental but
has its profound class and social origins: Because of the

fact that in socialist society there still are classes, class.

contradietions. and class struggle, there is bourgeois

-riglit, there are the soil and conditions for engendering:
capitalism and & new bourgeoisie and there is the danger’
of - capitalist restoratlon it is imperative to carry out3
the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolutlon

(An abridged- tmnslcztion of an article in.

“Hong4i,” No. 1, 1976. Subheads are ours.}

Peking Review, No. 7"

Hundreds of mil--

““Nothing will ever compare in 1m~‘-
portance with .this" direct training that the madses . ..
reecive in the course of the revolutiopary struggls ="
- self.” (Revolutionary Days.) Since.the.Cultural Revolu-
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