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TH E pro l e ta r i an r e vo lu t i onary teacher L e n i n once 
-made the famous statement-: ' " T h e f u r t h e r t h a t ' 

great day recedes i n t o the 'past , the more c lear ly we see 
the signif icance of t h e p ro l e ta r i an r e vo lu t i on i n Kussia, 
and the more deeply are w e l ed to ref lect upon the prac­
t i ca l experience ga ined ' i n our w o r k as a who l e . " 
(The Fourth Anniversary * of the October Revolution.) 
The same can be said for China's Great Pro l e ta r ian C u l ­
t u r a l . Revolution.. . . As .time recedes i n t o .the past, the 
far - reach ing in f luence .o f the Great Pro l e ta r ian C u l t u r a l 
Revo lut ion on consol idat ing the d ic tatorship of the p r o ­
le tar ia t , p r omo t i ng the deve lopment 'o f the cause r of so­
c ia l ism and o thers aspects wi l l - become" -clearer and 
clearer. - . . . . . . . . • . -• 

Grea t Revolution for Consolidating the Proletarian 
• * Dictatorship 

.. The theory of the d ictatorship o f the pro l e ta r ia t is 
the quintessence of M a r x i s m . Lenin , po in ted o u t : " T h e 
d ic tatorship o f t h e pro l e ta r ia t is a most de te rmined and 
most ruthless w a r waged by the new class against a 
more powerful enemy, the bourgeoisie, whose resistance 
is> increased tenfold, b y i t s o v e r th r ow (even i f on ly i n 
on© count ry ) , and whose power lies no t on l y i n the 
s t rength of i n t e rna t i ona l capi ta l , i n the s t reng th and 
d u r a b i l i t y o f the i n t e rna t i ona l connections of the bour ­
geoisie, b u t also i n the force of habit, i n th e s t reng th of 
small production. For , un f o r tuna t e l y , sma l l p roduc t i on 
is s t i l l very , ve ry widespread i n the w o r l d , and sma l l 
p roduc t i on engenders capi ta l ism and the bourgeoisie con­
t inuous ly , da i ly , hou r l y , spontaneously, and on a mass 
scale. For a l l these reasons the d ictatorship of the p ro ­
l e tar ia t is essential." {^'Left-Wing" Communism, An 
Infantile Disorder.) L e n i n stated v e r y c lear ly t h a t a f ter 
the • p ro l e ta r ia t has seized po l i t i ca l power , the over­
t h r o w n l and l o rd and capita l ist classes w i l l a lways t u r n 
the i r hopes for a res tora t ion in t o at tempts at res torat ion 
and t h a t - n e w bourgeois elements w i l l also cont inuous ly 
be engendered who w i l l a t tack the socialist system. 
W i t h o u t the p ro l e ta r i an d ictatorship, therefore, the p r o ­
l e ta r i a t w i l l n o t be able to m a i n t a i n i ts po l i t i ca l power , 
defeat the bourgeoisie and b u i l d and consolidate social­
i sm. Consequently, t h r oughou t the entire, historical . 
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per iod of soc ia l i sm/par t i cu la r l y a f ter the socialist trans--
f o rm a t i on Of ownersh ip of the means of product ion-has 
been completed i n the m a i n , w h e t h e r or no t to recognize 
tha t there are s t i l l classes arid class struggle- and whe ther 
or n o t to u p h o l d the d ic ta torsh ip of the pro l e ta r ia t are 
fundamenta l questions concerning the f u t u r e and des­
t i n y of the Pa r t y and the state and of the pro l e ta r ia t and 
other w o r k i n g people. . . . 

I t is precisely on these fundamenta l questions t h a t 
the Soviet rev is ionist renegade cl ique has u t t e r l y be­
t r ayed M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m a n d ' c o n v e r t e d the wor ld ' s 
f i r s t socialist c oun t ry i n t o a soc ia l - imper ia l is t country . 
Cha i rman Mao has waged a t i t - f o r - t a t struggle against 
th is cl ique and inher i t ed , defended and developed the 
Marx i s t - L en in i s t theory of the p ro l e ta r i an r e vo lu t i on 
and the d ictatorship of the pro le tar ia t . C h a i r m a n Mao 
has comprehensive ly summed up the h i s t o r i c a l . e xpe r i ­
ence, b o t h posit ive and negative,, of the d ic ta torsh ip o f 
the .proletar iat , advanced the great thesis of c on t i nu ing 
the r e v o lu t i on under the d ictatorship of the proletariat,-
f o rmu la t ed for our P a r t y the basic l ine fo r the ent ire 
h i s to r i ca l pe r i od of social ism and led t h e -w ho l e P a r t y 
and the people of the who l e count ry to struggle for the 
consol idat ion and s t rengthen ing of the p r o l e t a r i a n ' d i c ­
ta torsh ip , thus guarantee ing China's cont inua l 'advance 
a long the socialist road . ' ' s "•'•'••' 

. Personal ly i n i t i a t ed and l ed b y Cha i rman Mao, t h e 
Great P ro l e ta r i an C u l t u r a l Revo lu t i on is a great po l i t i ca l 
r e v o lu t i on carr ied ou t under the condit ions of social ism 
b y the p ro l e ta r i a t against the bourgeoisie and a l l other 
exp lo i t ing classes; i t is of t remendous s i g n i f i c a n c e t o 
consol idat ing the d ic ta torsh ip of the pro l e ta r ia t and p re ­
v en t ing capita l ist res tora t ion . A f t e r the socialist t r ans ­
f o r m a t i o n of ownership of the means, o f p roduc t i on had 
i n the m a i n been car r i ed out i n China, Cha i rman Mao 
led the who le Pa r t y . and the.people of the .who le country , 
i n a series of struggles against the bourgeoisie a n d 
against rev is ionism. F r o m the s t rugg le against the .bour ­
geois Rightists, i n 1957. to the struggle to shatter , the 
Peng Teh -hua i a n t i - P a r t y , clique, i n 1959. and f r o m the 

. .great debate i n -regard t o th e genera l l i n e f o r b u i l d i n g 
social ism .to. t h e socialist educat ion movement i n the 
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cities and countryside, great v ictor ies were scored one 
a f ter another. 

r ^ j However , j u s t as Chairma'n; Mao po i i i t ed p u t i n a 
speech i n February 1967: " I n the past w e waged s t r u g ­
gles i n r u r a l areas, i n factories, i n the c u l t u r a l f i e l d , 
and w e carr ied out the socialist educat ion -movement. 
B u t a i l th i s fa i l ed to solve the p rob l em because w e d i d 
no t f i n d a f o r m , a method , to arouse the broad masses 
to expose our da rk aspect openly, i n an a l l - r ound w a y 
and f r o m be low. " S u m m i n g u p the experience of the 
successive struggles i n . accordance w i t h the theory of 
the p ro l e ta r i an r e vo lu t i on and the d ic tatorship of t h e 
pro le tar ia t , Cha i rman Mao has f i n a l l y f o u n d the f o r m . — 
the Great P ro l e ta r ian C u l t u r a l Revo lu t i on — w h i c h is 
the inev i tab le resul t of the pro t rac ted and. sharp struggle 
between the t w o classes, the t w o roads and the t w o l ines 
i n the per iod of socialism. . Th is great r e vo lu t i on has 
f o rce fu l l y pushed f o r w a r d the s t rugg le . carr ied out by 
the p ro l e ta r i a t against the bourgeoisie, M a r x i s m against 
rev is ion ism, and has i n theory and i n pract ice enr iched 
and developed the M a r x i s t theory of the p ro l e ta r i an 
d ic ta torsh ip . The pract ice of t h e Chinese people has 
complete ly p roved t h a t " t h e cur ren t Great P ro l e ta r ian 
C u l t u r a l Revolut ion" is absolutely necessary and most 
t i m e l y f o r consol idat ing the d ic tatorship of the pro le ­
t a r i a t , p reven t ing capi ta l is t res torat ion and b u i l d i n g so­
c i a l i sm. " ' - • -

Two Bourgeois Headquarters Shattered 

- The Great P ro l e ta r ian C u l t u r a l Revo lu t i on has 
smashed-L iu Shao-chi's and L i n Piao's plots to restore 
capi ta l ism arid has consolidated the d ic tatorship of the 
pro l e ta r ia t i n China. The h i s t o r j 7 of class struggle since 
the f ound ing of N e w China shows tha t the topp led l a n d ­
l o r d and •• capita l ist classes at home i n v a r i a b l y t r y fo r a 
comeback, t h a t new bourgeois elements m a y arise and 
tha t t h e strugg le between the t w o classes and the t w o 
roads i n society is bound to f i n d expression i n our Par ty . 
' I n t e rna t i ona l l y , . impe r i a l i sm and soc ia l - imper ia l i sm 
w h i c h w a n t to car ry out aggression and subversion 
against our count ry are b o u n d to l ook f o r agents ins ide 
our Par ty . Representatives of the bourgeoisie who have 
sneaked i n t o ' o u r P a r t y w i l l do" whateve r they can to 
push a counter - revo lu t i onary rev is ionist l i ne i n an a t ­
t emp t t o change the Party 's basic l i ne and the socialist 
system.: W h e n the opportune momen t arr ives, they w i l l 
come f o r t h . t o seize po l i t i ca l ; power and replace th e d ic­
ta torsh ip of the pro l e ta r ia t w i t h the d ic tatorship of the 
bourgeoisie,. . 

L i u Shao-chi arid L i n Piao were such representatives 
of the bourgeoisie. I n the i r at tempts to restore capi ta l ism 
i n China, they'" shouted themselves hoarse to advocate 
the theory of ' " t h e ' d y i n g ou t of class Strugg le" and the 
theory of p roduct i ve force. W i e l d i ng t h a t p o r t i o n of 
power they had usurped,; they riot' on ly exercised the 
d ic tatorship of t h e bourgeoisie--in-soriie-spheres of the 
superstructure b u t also- : t r i e d to^difeoig^'^he' na tu r e of 

socialist ownership i n the economic base. Just as Cha i r ­
m a n Mao po inted out at the F i r s t P lenary Session of 
the N i n t h Cent ra l Commit tee of the Pa r t y : " A p p a r e n t ­
l y , we cou ldn ' t do w i t h o u t - the Great P r o l e t a r i a n ' C u l ­
t u r a l Revo lut ion , fo r our base was not sol id. F r o m m y 
observations, I a m a f ra id tha t i n a f a i r l y large ma j o r i t y 
of "factories'— I don ' t mean .all or the overwhelming" m a ­
j o r i t y — leadership was no t i n the hands of rea l M a r x ­
ists and the masses of wo rke r s . " The quest ion was tha t 
the leadership i n these factories " f o l l owed tha t l ine of 
L i u Shao-chi 's." 

D u r i n g the Great P ro l e ta r i an C u l t u r a l Revolut ion, , 
the t w o bourgeois headquarters, w i t h L i u Shao-chi and. 
L i n Piao as the i r r ingleaders were crushed, the i r coun­
t e r - r evo lu t i onary rev is ionist l ine was deeply cr i t ic ized 
and a h a n d f u l of renegades, enemy agents and abso­
l u t e l y unrepentant, persons i n power t a k i n g the capital ist 
road w h o had w o r m e d the i r way in t o our Pa r t y were 
expelled- f r o m our ranks . Thus the i r plots to restore 
capi ta l ism were complete ly destroyed. This was a great 
v i c t o r y f o r the Great C u l t u r a l Revo lut ion . 

Al l -Round Dictatorship Over the Bourgeoisie 
Strengthened 

The ; Great Proletarian.- C u l t u r a l Revo lu t i on has 
strengthened the a l l - r ound d ic tatorship of the pro le tar ia t , 
over the bourgeoisie i n the superstructure i n c lud ing a l l 
spheres of cu l ture , and consolidated the socialist econom­
ic .base . The h is to r i ca l experience gained i n China's 
r e vo lu t i on proves t h a t . a socialist r e vo lu t i on on the eco­
nomic f r o n t alone is no t enough and cannot be con­
sol idated b y itself.- There mus t be a thoroughgo ing so­
cial ist r e v o lu t i on on the po l i t i ca l and ideological f ronts 
as we l l . ' The bourgeoisie has lost the means of p roduc­
t i o n b u t i t s t i l l has a superior force i n the cu l tu ra l ' and -
educat ional f ields, a n d ' i t is bound to make use of th i s 
"hered i tary - doma in " - to cont inue i ts t r i a l of s t reng th 
w i t h the pro le tar ia t . -' Before the Great C u l t u r a l Revo lu­
t i on , L i u Shao-chi and his gang made desperate efforts 
to use ideology and the supers t ructure to serve the i r 
purpose of res tor ing cap i ta l i sm and f r an t i ca l l y exercised? 
counter - revo lu t i onary dictatorship- over the pro l e ta r ia t 
i n those departments they contro l led. Such a s i tuat ion 
was sharp ly cr i t ic ized b y Cha i rman Mao who at the t ime, 
po in ted o u t : " I f i t [ the M i n i s t r y of Cu l ture ] refuses to. 
change, i t should be renamed the M i n i s t r y of Emperors , 
K ings , Generals and Min is te rs , the M i n i s t r y of Talents 
and Beauties or the M i n i s t r y of Fore ign M u m m i e s " ; the 
M i n i s t r y of Hea l th shou ld l ikewise be renamed the " M i n ­
i s t r y of Hea l th f o r U r b a n Overloads." W i t h regard to 
the f i e ld of education, Cha i rman Mao po inted o u t : " T h e 
domina t i on of our schools and colleges by bourgeois i n - , 
tel lectuals should not be to lerated any longer . " 

M a r x i s m holds tha t the superstructure is deter­
m i n e d b y the economic base. Under ' g i ven condit ions, 
however, the supers t ructure i n t u r n plays the p r inc ipa l 
arid' 'decisive ro le . ' When the ' supers t ructure (politics, 

February 13,- 197 G 5 



culture, ' etc.) obstructs t h e development of- the 
economic base, po l i t i ca l and c u l t u r a l changes be­
come p r i n c i p a l and decisive. I f we had no t u n ­
fo lded the Great C u l t u r a l Revo lu t i on f r o m be low 
: in an extensive and pene t ra t ing way , h o w could 
we change the s i tua t i on i n w h i c h the bourgeoisie exer-
.eised d ictatorship over the pro l e tar ia t i n the spheres of 
-culture and education? H o w was. i t possible for us to 
consolidate the d ic tatorship of t h e p ro l e ta r i a t and 
strengthen the socialist economic base? I n the Great 
C u l t u r a l Revo lut ion, the counter - revo lu t ionary r ev i s i on­
ist l ine of L i u Shao-chi and L i n Piao was cr i t ic ized i n a 
deep-going way, the mi re . l e f t by the bourgeoisie and a l l 
other exp lo i t ing classes was cleaned up , and the pro le ­
t a r i a t seized back the positions prev ious ly occup ied .by 
.the bourgeoisie. A c t i n g i n accordance w i t h • Cha i rman 
Mao's ins t ruc t i on tha t " t h e w o r k i n g class-mast exercise 
leadership i n eve ry th ing , " the w o r k i n g class and i ts most 
re l iable a l ly , the poor and- l owe r -m idd l e • peasants, -. 
mounted the po l i t i ca l stage of t h e superstructure . ' A 
v igorous r evo lu t i onary s i tua t i on ensue'd, w i t h "a host of 
socialist new th ings g r ow ing i n s t r eng th and p ro f ound 
changes-favour-able- t o t h e -p r o l e t a r i a t t a k i n g place i n 
the ent i re superstructure. - -

However,,- we are ful ly- aware t h a t the struggle i n 
the superstructure is s t i l l acute and compl icated and 
t h a t the bourgeoisie is no t reconci led to i ts defeat and . 
w i l l not w i t h d r a w f r o m th is pos i t ion of i ts o w n accord. 
Since the Great Cu l tu ra l . Revo lu t i on star ted f i r s t i n t h e 
f ields of cu l ture .and education, the bourgeoisie is cer­
t a i n to make the f i r s t moves in.these f i e lds i n i ts ef forts 
to - negate the Great C u l t u r a l Pi,evolution and l aunch 
counter-attacks against us. We mus t reso lute ly i m p l e ­
men t Cha i rman Mao's p ro l e ta r i an r e vo lu t i onary l i ne 
and carry t h r o u g h to the end- the socialist r e vo lu t i on i n 
the ent ire superstructure , i n c lud ing th e r e vo lu t i on i n 
education, l i t e r a tu r e and a r t and hea l th w o r k . 

: y Building an Iron WaH to Combat a n d 
Prevent Revisionism 

"." The pro l e ta r ian d ic tatorsh ip is a d ic tatorship of. the. 
masses,, a d ic tatorship of the m a j o r i t y over the. m i n o r i t y . 
This is whe re i t d i f fers fundamenta l l y f r o m the d ic ta­
to rsh ip of a l l the exp lo i t ing classes, and here in lies the 
p ro f ound soiirce of i ts p o w e r f u l s t rength. On l y b y f u l l y 
arousing the broad masses is i t possible to b u i l d an i r o n 
w a l l to combat and prevent rev is ion ism so t h a t the dic­
ta torsh ip of the pro le tar ia t can be r ea l l y consolidated.: 
One outstanding feature of the Great Pro l e tar ian Cu l - . 
t u r a l Revo lut ion is the direct mob i l i za t i on of the people 
i n the i r hundreds of m i l l i ons i n the great f i g h t t o combat 
and prevent r ev i s i on i sm and consolidate the p ro l e ta r i an 
d ictatorship. . 

Cha i rman Mao has po inted ou t : "Never before i n 
any mass movement have the masses been aroused so-

& 

thorough ly and .011 so broad a scale." - Hundreds of m i l - • 
l ions of people r i s ing u p to speak out freely, a i r the i r 
v iews fu l l y , ho l d great debates and w r i t e big-character 
posters are l i k e an avalanche w h i c h i n no t ime smashed 
to smithereens the rev is ionist -" independent k ingdoms " 
in-some places and crushed seemingly impregnab le bour ­
geois fortresses i n some un i ts . No-one can ever-eradi ­
cate the great h is tor i ca l mer i t s of the mass movement . 
I n the Great C u l t u r a l Revo lu t i on the broad masses of 
the people received a v e r y p ro f ound edusation i n 
Marx ism-Lenin ism-Mao- Tsetung Thought and came to 
unders tand t h e . t r u t h t ha t " t h e correctness or incorrect ­
ness of the ideological and po l i t i ca l l ine deeides ever5'-
t h i n g . " They also enhanced the i r a b i l i t y 'to d is t inguish 
M a r x i s m -from rev is ion ism and the correct l ine f r o m the 
erroneous, and. raised the i r consciousness t o continue 
the: r e vo lu t i on unde r the d ic tatorsh ip o f the ' pro letar iat . 
L en in p u t i t w e l l : " N o t h i n g w i l l ever compare i n irn-^ 
portance w i t h th is d i rec t t r a i n i n g tha t the masses . 
receive i n the course of the r evo lu t i onary struggle i t ­
self ." (Revolutionary Days.) S ince . the .Cu l tu ra l Revo lu­
t i o n began, more and more comrades upho ld ing M a r x ­
i s m , and opposing rev i s ion ism have come, to the fore on. 
a l l f ronts . Th is is. t r u e even i n educat ional circles where, 
"bourgeois prejudices have . s t ruck . . v e ry deep roo t . " 
( Len in : .Speech Delivered at. an All-Russia^ Conference 
of Political Education Workers of .Gub.ernia. and-Uyezd 
Education Departments.) Th i s w i l l sure ly be of p r o r . 
f ound signif icance to combat ing and prevent ing r e v i ­
s ionism and to ensur ing t h a t the task of consol idating 
the d ic tatorship of the pro l e tar ia t is f u l f i l l e d r i g h t 
t h r o u g h t o the grass-roots level . 

The Great Pro l e tar ian C u l t u r a l Revo lut ion has .pro­
v ided us w i t h ex t remely va luable experience i n future : : -
struggles to combat and prevent rev is ion ism and co i i - ' 
solidate the d ictatorship of the pro le tar ia t . As a f o r m 
of con t inu ing the r evo lu t i on ' under the d ictatorship Of -' 
the pro le tar ia t , the Great C u l t u r a l Revo lu t i on is o f ' u n i ­
versal signif icance i n the ent i re h i s to r i ca l pe r i od of so­
cial ism. Cha i rman Mao has sa id : " O u r country 
present practises a commodi ty system, the wage system, 
is unequal , too, as i n the e ight-grade wage scale, and 
so f o r t h . Under the d ic tatorship of the pro l e tar ia t such 
t i l ings can on ly be restr ic ted . Therefore, i f people l i k e 
L i n Piao come to power, i t w i l l be qu i t e easy for them 
to r i g u p the capital ist system." 

Th is ins t ruc t i on of Cha i rman Mao's po ints out to us 
tha t the emergence of rev is ion ism is no t accidental bu t 
has i ts p ro f ound class and social or ig ins; Because of the 
fact t h a t i n socialist society there s t i l l are classes, class, 
contradict ions. and class struggle, the re is bourgeois 
r i g h t , there, are the soi l and condi t ions f o r engendering 
capi ta l ism and a n e w bourgeoisie and the re is the danger 
of Capitalist restorat ion, i t is impera t i v e to carry ou t ' 
the Great Pro l e tar ian C u l t u r a l Revo lut ion. 

(An abridged' translation of an article in. 
"Hongqi," No. 1, 1976. Subheads are ours.) 

Peking'Review, No: 7 


