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W"HAT is the na ture of the cu r r en t revolut ionary-
mass debate i n educat iona l circles w h i c h is de

ve lop ing successfully t h r oughou t the country? Facts 
b rough t t o ' l i g h t i n Ts inghua Un i v e r s i t y i n th e past f ew 
months prove t h a t th is struggle against the E i g h t de-
v i a t i on i s t w i n d of negat ing the Great C u l t u r a l Revo lu 
t i o n is a b i g struggle between the pro l e ta r ia t and the 
bourgeoisie and a con t inua t i on and deepening of t h e 
Great P ro l e ta r ian C u l t u r a l Revo lut ion . I t concerns the 
f u t u r e and dest iny of our P a r t y and our state. 

Th is s trugg le was touched o f f i n Ts inghua U n i v e r 
sity. A r o u n d last summer, a R i g h t dev iat ionis t w i n d 
t r y i n g to reverse previous correct verdicts was w h i p p e d 
u p i n society at large. I t s a i m was to negate t h e Gx'eat 
P ro l e ta r ian C u l t u r a l Revo lu t i on personal ly i n i t i a t e d and 
led b y C h a i r m a n Mao t e n years ago and the social ist 
new th ings t h a t have emerged d u r i n g the C u l t u r a l 
Revo lut ion, reverse the correct appraisa l of the C u l t u r a l 
Revo lu t i on and practise rev is ion ism. I t was at th is t i m e 
tha t a f ew persons i n Ts inghua Un i v e r s i t y ben t on 
push ing the rev is ionist l i n e came out w i t h attacks, o n 
Cha i rman Mao's p ro l e t a r i an r evo lu t i onary l i ne and the 
Pa r t y Centra l Commit tee he headed. W i t h pene t ra t ing 
ins ight i n t o the cur rent t r e n d i n class struggle , our great 
leader Cha i rman Mao p r o m p t l y seized ho l d of t h i s 
oppo r tun i t y a n d personal ly i n i t i a t e d ' a r e vo lu t i ona ry 
mass debate. Under the leadership o f the P a r t y o r gan i 
zations, the cadres and masses o f Ts inghua U n i 
vers i ty began exposing and c r i t i c i z ing rev is ion ism. Th is 
was fo l lowed b y a p o w e r f u l counterat tack on the R i g h t 
dev iat ionist w i n d to reverse correct verd ic ts i n th e 
educat ional f i e l d as a whole , 

This s t rugg le is ne i ther isolated no r accidental . I t 
has a deep-rooted po l i t i ca l background. L i n k i n g the 
rev is ionist absurdit ies i n educat ional circles w i t h t h e 
queer phenomena t h a t appeared i n society at large, a n d 
compar ing the cur ren t s t rugg le w i t h the past struggles 
by M a r x i s m against oppor tun i sm, Ts inghua Un ive rs i t y ' s 
teachers, students, staf f members a n d wo rke r s have 
come to realize t h a t th i s s trugg le is not me r e l y a cont ro 
versy on the qua l i t y of educat ion or a quest ion of leader
s h i p - i n a f ew un i t s . Those w h o w h i p p e d u p the R i gh t 
dev iat ionis t w i n d were i n fact l aunch ing a w i l d , a l l -
r o u n d offensive against t h e pro l e ta r ia t po l i t i ca l l y , 
ideo log ica l ly a n d organizat ional ly . They a t tempted t o 
change the Par ty ' s basic l ine , the reby t u r n i n g the who l e 
c oun t r y away f r o m i ts Ma rx i s t - L en in i s t o r i en ta t i on and 
socialist r oad and chang ing i t s po l i t i c a l colour. The 
worker-peasant-soldier students h i t t h e n a i l on the head 

w h e n they sa id : " I f th i s R i gh t dev iat ionis t w i n d to r e 
verse correct verdicts shou ld succeed, cap i ta l i sm w o u l d 
be restored i n Ch ina and mi l l i ons of our class brothers 
w o u l d lose the i r l i ves . " 

Immed ia t e l y a f ter the r evo lu t i onary mass debate 
started, some Ts inghua students p u t u p a b i g -
character poster " T h e Capital ist-Roaders A r e S t i l l 
T a k i n g the Capi ta l is t Road."- I t d i rected the spearhead 
of th i s s trugg le at a h a n d f u l of capitalist-roaders. 
i n the Pa r t y . W i t h the deepening of the mass debate, 
t h e class a l i gnment became clearer and clearer. The 
bourgeois representatives w h o w h i p p e d u p the R i gh t 
dev iat ionist w i n d to reverse correct verdicts were m a i n l y 
those capital ist-roaders w h o were exposed and c r i t i 
cized d u r i n g the C u l t u r a l Revo lut ion b u t refused to 
m e n d the i r ways. Some of t h e m had t h r o w n up the 
sponge w h e n mass c r i t i c i sm was at i ts he ight b u t t r i e d 
t o reverse the correct verdicts passed on t h e m as soon 
as i t was over, w h i l e others actual ly had never a d m i t t e d ' 
t h e i r defeat. A m o n g them, some are alien-class elements: 
w h o w o r m e d the i r w a y i n t o the r evo lu t i onary ranks and 
some took an active p a r t i n the democrat ic r e vo lu t i on 
b u t stand i n opposi t ion to the pro l e ta r ia t at every t u r n 
i n the per i od of social ism. Some of t h e m are f o rmer 
fe l low-trave l l e rs of the Par ty , b u t they have never been 
Marx i s t s and the i r , w o r l d out look is bourgeois. Today, 
w h e n the socialist r e v o lu t i on is deepening, they move 
over to the side of the host i le classes, namely , the l a n d 
l o r d and capita l ist classes. Once they t ook u p w o r k 
again, they have s tubborn l y represented the aspirat ions 
of t h e l and l o rd and capita l is t classes and persisted i n 
t a k i n g the capita l ist road. , 

Facts show t h a t the capital ist-roaders are s t i l l t a k i n g 
the capi ta l is t road, and capitulat ionists are indeed 
a round . Where is the source of the R i gh t dev ia t ion is t 
w ind? The source l ies exact ly i n t h a t P a r t y person i n 
power t a k i n g the capita l ist r oad w h o has c lung t o the 
rev is ionist l ine of L i u Shao-chLand L i n Piao and has to 
th i s day refused t o mend his ways. j 

The cadres and masses, have come t o unde r s t and 1 

more p r o f o u n d l y t h a n before tha t the p r i n c i p a l contra
d i c t i on a t present is s t i l l the contrad ic t ion between the' 
pro l e ta r i a t and the bourgeoisie, t h a t the m a i n danger j 
today is s t i l l r ev is ion ism and t h a t most dangerous of a l l 
are th e P a r t y persons i n power t a k i n g the capital ist road 
w h o represent the interests of the l a n d l o r d and cap i ta l 
is t classes. Tha t the capital ist-roaders are s t i l l t a k i n g 
the capi ta l is t r oad is a social phenomenon tha t w i l l con
t i nue f o r a l ong t i m e th roughou t the per iod of social ism: j 
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This is de termined by the l a w of class struggle and is 
independent of man's w i l l . Grasp ing the t r e n d of de
ve lopment of the movement , the Ts inghua Un i v e r s i t y 
Pa r t y commit tee q u i c k l y w o r k e d out a p l a n to deepen 
the mass debate. W i t h a - f i r m h o l d on the essence of the 
R igh t dev iat ionis t w i n d of revers ing correct verdicts , 
w h i c h aims at negat ing the t a k i n g of class s t rugg le as 
the key l i n k , changing the Par ty ' s basic l i n e and restor
i n g capi ta l ism, the cadres and masses have made a 
systematic and pene t ra t ing c r i t i c i sm of the rev is ion is t 
fallacies i n educat ional circles as w e l l as i n other f ields 
• in society. ' ' • . . 

? I n the course of the debate, the teachers, students, 
staf f members and worke rs assiduously s tud ied wo rks 
b y M a r x , Engels, L e n i n and S ta l i n and b y C h a i r m a n 
M a o i n close connection w i t h the cu r r en t struggle . They 
s tudied the experiences of t h e r e vo lu t i ona ry teachers i n 
the i r struggles and the b i t t e r lessons of the Soviet 
Union 's degenerat ion i n t o soc ia l - imper ia l ism, thus 
steadi ly ra i s ing the leve l o f t h e i r c r i t i c i sm. 

' A case i n po in t was the w a y a g r oup of w o r k e r -
peasant-soldier, students of the i n d u s t r i a l au tomat i on 
depar tment cr i t ic i zed those w h o w h i p p e d u p the 
R i gh t dev ia t ion is t w i n d and al leged t h a t t h e poor 
s tandard of the students was h a m p e r i n g the modern i za 
t i on of agr i cu l ture , i n d u s t r y , na t i ona l defence and science 
and technology. T h e y w r o t e a b ig-character poster 
ent i t l ed " A r e Those Persons W h o W h i p p e d Up ' the R i g h t 
Dev ia t ion is t W i n d f o r Mode rn i za t i on or' f o r Restora
t i o n ? " C i t i n g numerous facts t o show t h a t i t is no t t h e 
students b u t these people w h o are h a m p e r i n g t h e " f o u r 
modern izat ions , " t h e y po in ted o u t : The bourgeoisie 
on ly pretends no t t o t a l k about class struggle , t h e i r a i m 
being to l u l l the masses of t h e people and oppose the 
struggle of the p ro l e ta r i a t against the bourgeoisie. I f 
we do no t pay a t t en t i on t o grasp ing class strugg le and 
the po l i t i ca l l ine , we w i l l e i ther f a i l t o achieve m o d e r n i 
zat ion, or we w i l l achieve t empo ra r y successes f o r a pe
r i o d of t ime but . w i l l u l t i m a t e l y end u p i n a fiasco, or w e 
m a y achieve the k i n d of modern i za t i on character ist ic of 
impe r i a l i sm and soc ia l - imper ia l ism. Those w h o w h i p ^ 
ped up the R i gh t dev iat ionis t w i n d used the " f o u r m o d 
ern iza t ions" as a b i g c lub to smash t h e socialist new 
th ings and attack the pro l e tar ia t . T h ey pa id l i p service 
t o modern iza t ion b u t w o r k e d i n r ea l earnest to restore 
capital ism. The i r c lamour about send ing u p the sate l 
l i tes to the skies was b u t a f ig leaf t o cover u p th e i r r ea l 
i n t en t i on to sweep the r e d f l a g i n t o the dust. 

Those w h o fanned u p the R i gh t dev ia t ion is t w i n d 
used the " f o u r modern i za t i ons " as a p r e t ex t to openly 
negate t a k i n g class struggle as the k ey l i n k , whereas i n 
fact they wanted to take t h e i r rev is ionist l i n e as the key 
l i n k . Wherever they wen t , they inc i t ed people to f a n 
up. a " h u r r i c a n e f o r vocat iona l w o r k " and an "economic 
h u r r i c a n e . " shout ing t h a t " i f a hur r i cane is no t s t rong 
enough, have a t o rnado t h e n . " The i r a i m was to b l ow 
away pro l e ta r i an pol i t ics, t h e t a k i n g of class strugg le 
as the k ey l i n k and the Party 's basic l i n e al together. 

W h a t is the k ey l i n k ? . T h e r e vo lu t i onary teachers 
of the' p ro l e ta r i a t made i t clear l ong ago i n the i r b r i l 
l i a n t expositions. M a r x and Engels po in ted o u t : " F o r 
a lmost f o r t y years we have stressed the class struggle 
as the immed ia t e d r i v i n g power of h i s to ry , and i n par 
t i cu la r the class struggle between bourgeoisie and p ro 
l e ta r i a t as the great l ever o f the m o d e m social r e vo lu 
t i o n ; i t ' i s , therefore , impossible f o r us to co-operate w i t h 
people w h o w i s h to expunge th i s class struggle f r o m the 
movement . " (Marx and Engels to A. Bebel, W. Liebk-
neeht, W. Bracke and Others ["Circular Letter"].) 

L e n i n po in ted ou t : "Po l i t i cs cannot b u t have prece
dence over economics.- To argue d i f f e r en t l y means 
f o rge t t ing the A B C of M a r x i s m . " (Once Again on the 
Trade Unions, the Current Situation and the Mistakes 
of; Trotsky and Bukharin.) " O p p o r t u n i s m does not 

'extend the recogni t ion of class strugg le t o w h a t is 
the card ina l po int , to t h e per iod of transition f r o m 
capi ta l ism t o Commun ism, to the per iod of t h e overthrown 
and the complete abolition o f the bourgeoisie." (The 
State and Revolution.) 

C h a i r m a n Mao po in ted ou t : "Neve r forget classes 
and class s t rugg le . " " S t a b i l i t y and u n i t y do no t mean 
w r i t i n g o f f class s t rugg le ; class struggle is the key l i n k 
and eve ry th ing else hinges on i t . " 

A f t e r s tudy ing the teachings of the r evo lu t i onary 
teachers and ana lys ing the R i g h t dev iat ionis t absurd i 
t ies w h i c h t r i e d to reverse correct verdicts , the t e a c h e r 
students, staf f members and worke rs of Ts inghua U n i 
v e r s i t y came to see c lear ly t h a t the po l i t i ca l p rog ramme 
of those persons f a n n i n g u p the R i gh t dev iat ionis t w i n d 
was t o t r y t o change the Par ty ' s basic l ine so as to a t t a in 
t h e i r c r i m i n a l a i m of r es to r ing capi ta l ism. Fallacies such 
as the " q u a l i t y o f educat ion is l o w , " "sc ient i f i c research 
has lagged b e h i n d " and th i s has "hampered the f ou r 
modern i za t i ons " a l l s t em f r o m th i s programme. I n a 
venge fu l counterat tack on the pro le tar ia t , t h e cap i t a l 
ist-roaders s t i l l t a k i n g the capita l ist r oad f renz ied ly 
opposed M a r x i s m and at tacked Cha i rman Mao's pro le 
t a r i a n re^rolutionary l ine . W h a t they he ld on l i k e g r i n i 
dea th is precisely the discredited rev is ionist l ine" pursued 
f i r s t b y L i u Shao-chi and th en by L i n Piao" and the 
s in ister rev is ion is t theories of t h e d y i n g out of class 
strugg le a n d of p roduct i ve forces, w h i c h L i u Shao-chi 
advocated i n the 17 years before, the C u l t u r a l Revo lu 
t i o n t h a t s tar ted i n 1966 and w h i c h L i n Piao t r i e d t o 
smuggle i n t o the po l i t i ca l r e p o r t to t h e N i n t h P a r t y 
Congress i n 1969. 

I n order t o change the Par ty ' s basic l ine , they w a v 
ed " r e d f lags" to oppose the r ed f lag , and at t h e same 
t i m e resorted to eclectic t r i cks . Teachers, students, staf f 
members and worke rs of Ts inghua Un i v e r s i t y f ound 
t h a t such tactics are n o t h i n g b u t B u k h a r i n ' s j u n k . I n 
t h e polemics w h i c h took place between L e n i n on the 
one h a n d and T r o t s k y and B u k h a r i n on the other,. B u k 
h a r i n alleged t h a t L e n i n was t a k i n g a " p o l i t i c a l " ap
proach, w h i l e T r o t s k y was t a k i n g an "economic" one; 
and he h imse l f was u n i f y i n g the t w o to- create a " b u f 
f e r . " Re fu t ing th is nonsense. Lenin ' sa id : " B u k h a r i n ' s 
insistence on combin ing the po l i t i ca l and t h e economic 
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approach has . landed h i m in theoret ica l eclecticism." | 
" Y o u forget the A B C of. Marxism, when, you say (or 
imp l y ) that the political approach is equivalent to the 
^economic/ and that you can take 'the one. and the 
other. ' "• (Once Again on the 'Trade Unions.^ ttier Current 
Situation and the Mistakes of Trotsky and Biikhasrin.) 
Eclecticism is rev is ion ism. The. revis ionists .who are at 
the end o f t h e i r rope do no t scruple to repeat t h e stock 
tr icks t o oppose the r e v o l u t i o n . and p u l l t h e wool over 
people's eyes. 

T h r o u g h mass debate, the teachers a n d students of 
Ts inghua Un i v e r s i t y have come t o see - t h a t t h e R i gh t 
dev iat ionist w i n d has i ts root-causes b o t h i n t e r n a t i o n a l - ^ 

l y and i n t e r n a l l y . O w i n g t o the existence of bourgeois 
r i g h t and old. t r a d i t i o n a l ideas, w e are• constant ly ex-, 
posed t o attacks b y germs o f the old, society. Th is makes 
some of t h e cadres a n d masses l iab le to f a l l p rey t o 
t h e R i g h t dev iat ionis t w i n d . The a i m of t h e present 
mass • debate is to. t emper the people i n the course, of 
s t rugg le , deepen th e i r unders tand ing of the social or igins" 
of rev is ion ism, and reduce the g round of rev is ion ism 
t o th e m i n i m u m . . The teachers and students of Ts ing
h u a - U n i v e r s i t y sa id : " T h r o u g h mass debate, we w i l l 
f ree ourselves f r o m the m e n t a l fetters imposed ' b y the 
o l d society and w i n a sp lendid v i c t o r y f o r 'Cha i rman 
Mao's r e vo lu t i ona r y l ine . ' j 


