:intensn‘led Fascnst Ect‘aﬁ‘ersth in the

Scwet Umon

Difficult Birth of the
“New Constitution”

OR muore than a decade .the Kremlin’s revisionist

renegade clique has been talking about a - “new
constitution” of the Soviet Union. In the last three
years or so, Brezhnev was on record more than once
that the draft for a new constitytion would be com-
p.leued for “discussion among the whole people” before
the 25th congress of the Soviet revisionist party con-
vened. " The congress came and went, and the “new con-
stltution" is still nowhere in evidence.

A “new constitution™ to GIVL._ a semblance of legality
~’so the evolution of the Soviet Union from capitalist

regtoration to social-imperialism and so legitimize their
counter-revolutionary theories and deeds has long been

-on the minds of the revisionist turncoats.

It may be recalled that the idea of drawing up a
new constitution was first conceived by Khrushchov Jn
1959. When Brezhnev taok over, he 1ost no time in
taklnd over also his predecesoors “chalrman°h1p” of
“the committee for amending the econstitution.” In
June 1966, he again spoke of preparing. a new constitu-
tion which would sum up half a 'c:entury of the Soviet
Union. This meant that the new constitution would be
ready on the occasion of the 50th annlvelsaly Gf the
October Revolution. . But nothing was heard “of the
matter for quite some time after that, and when Brezh-
név’s speeches and statements came to be cornp:led and
published, that very passage on the rev131on of the
constltutlon was snnply expunded At the 25th. con—
gress, however, he t_old the gathering that the work of
drawing up the new constitution was being carried out
with the greatest care and the least haste so that every
issue that came up could be weighed and deliberated
as correctly as possible.

Contradictions and Qbstacles
It is by ne means fortuitous that the Soviet revie
sionists havertime and. again been mired in their effort
to frame a new, constitution, They want two things at
the same time: te dress up the constitution with a.¢so-
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cialism”. swnboard and stuff it with comal—nnpemahsﬁ‘ f
and social-fascist trash. This itself is an insurmountable |
contradiction. For a tampering with the fundamentals 1
of the existing socialist constitution and forcmg social«: |
unpenahst creeds down the throats of the SOVJet people
are bound to meet Wxth the resistance and, oppos sition of !
the broad masses of workers and peasants. M oreovers
the contradiction arising from the infighting of the
ruling group for political power and material gains eap<
not but find expression too. in the making of a new

‘constitution. »

Aecording to Brezhnev th1s new constitution W111
put_ into black and white the basic features of a dev e}op-
ed soqayst sociefy.  Bul to. this day the Soviet revis
sioni?t chiefs and. their bireling scholars are at .cross-
purposes -as to what should be the “norms”. and- “basic
features” of -such a developed socidlist society.  ThHe
revisionist renegades in the Soviet Union a1m to pasgu
off as “developed socialism” What is clearly a new 1,ype
of state monopoly capltallsm soc1a1—1mper1ahsm Nat-
ulally they dind it difficult to make things °ound
plauﬂble no matter how “carefully” and “correctly’ ‘
they “Welgh and dehberate the issues” confronting
them.

Brezhnev has also promised te have the “g*uidir{g
principles for the national economy™ written into the new
constitution. But it is precisely en many major issues
involving these principles (such as establishing pfddﬁc; '
tion - ¢ombines and Introducing the two~levef or hree~
level managemal system) that he Fas rtm into cne snag
after ancther, with the result that the plan for setting
up production cembines in the ineustrial departments
is far from being realizea. All this speaks for the fact
that in laying down the “guidimg prineiples for the
pational eccnomy” and putting them nto effeet, there
arises a serious clash of interests within the Sev'rert
bureaumat—monopoly capltahct class itself.

\/Ioscows revxslomst bosses also atfempt to. give
formal approval in the new constitution of the decejp-
tive slogan of “man’s new historical conpmunity” which
they. use-to push big-Russian chauvinism at home. But
for many- years, the non-Russian ~'nfa‘ti‘ons; t= preservg-j
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their national dignity, have waged struggles in mdhy

ways ‘against big-Russian chauvinism which takes the
form of national oppression and national assimilation
as well as against the attempts to gobble up the non-Rus-
sian nations by changes in the boundary lines of the
union republics and establishment of new economic zones.
It is plain enough that using the pretext of building a
“new historical community” fto tamper with provisions
in the existing sccialist constitution such as the or;e
which typifies equality among nations — “the right
freely to secede from the U.S.S.R. is reserved to every
Umon Republic” — will only arouse strong opposition
- on the part of the people of all natlonahtles in the
Sov1et Union. :

r,l
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+ Essence of the Proposed “New Constitution”

- It must also be pointed out that ’although the new
. Soviet constitution is yet to make its appearance,
~frenzied Soviet counter-revolutionary deeds to push
" social-imperialism and social-fascism have long ago laid

bare the essence of the proposed new. constitution. To
-the revisionist renegades now holding» the reins of
. government, they don’t care whether there is a written
- constitution since it does not have any binding force on
-them anyway. For instance, although the existing Con-
- cstitution remains in force without having been amended,
zthe basic principles and important clauses in the Con~
“-stitution have been trampled underfoot by the Soviet
crevisionists due to a complete change in the nature of
-the country’s politicilpower. - This Constitution says
“at the very beginning that “the Union of Soviet So-
cialist Republics is a socialist state of workers and peas-

ants” and “all power in the U.S:S.R. is vested in the

working people of town and country. . ..” Today articles

-like these are there only to hold up to ridicule the.

Soviet Union which has restored capitalism and grown
into social-imperialism.

R While the e*nstmg Constltutlon stipulates * that
.Soviet cmzens are to enjoy freedom of speech, freedom
_of the press, freedom of assembly and freedom of street
.processions and demonstrations, reactionary decrees like
;those prohibiting unauthotized meetings and restricting
-the use of telephones have been adopted in the Soviet
-Union today. And, if and wheén the people insist on
exercising their rights guaranteed by law, they will be
suppressed and persecuted. Again, while the existing
- Constitution provides that no person shall be placed
“under arrest except by decision of a court of law or
Wlth the sanction of a procurator,. the Scviet revision-
1sts bwe now introeduced a fascist regulation on deten-
r’mon allowing flie police! al’ldquQ\.B‘ agents to nab dny-
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resistance to Soviet revisionists’

.

ohe they like.

113

" The existing Constitution also says
. desertion to the  enemy, impairing the mlhtaly
power of the state, espionage —is. pumshabl,e with all

the severity of the law as the most heinous of crimes.”,.

But the Soviet revisionist renegade clique, soon after
it came to power, took up the matter of. so—called
habilitations” and gave ‘“amnesty” to those who had
deserted to the enemy or committed high treason during
the Patriotic War. Facts prove that the clique has
long thrown overboard the existing socialist Con-
stitution.

In 1abouri}ig‘ to produce a new ‘coh_stitution, the
Kremlin cliqué may be likened to a woman wi_th”a;n
abnormal embryo in her womb having difficultjr 1n
labour. o

SO Called “Strengthened

;

Legahty” .

N his report to the 25th congress of the Soviet revi-
sionist party, Brezhnev, who was worried about the
unstable “law and order” and “relaxed discipline” in his
country, lashed out at what he called “particularly in-
tolerable state of affairs.” He talked about “taking all

necessary measures” and “‘establishing a set of effective
institutions” to cope with the situation, or, in more con--

crete terms, to
legality.” :

“perfect legislation” and “strengthen

What all this forensic rigmarole means is that the
cligue will make laws and enact statutes to give its
fascist rule a still more “perfect’” legal cover. But what
is law? To quote Lenin, it is ‘“the expression of the
will of the classes which have emerged victorious and

hold the power of the states.” (The Agrarian Programme

of Social-Democracy in the First Russian Revolutiofz :
1905-1807.) The existing laws in the Soviet Union today

are precisely the expression of the will of the bureau-
crat-monopoly capitalist class, a mere handful repre-

‘sented by Brezhnev, which uses them as a tool in

exercising fascist dictatorship. Since the revisionist
clique took power, it has passed a host of reactionary

laws whose main purpose is as follows: to crack down

on what is called “crimes against the state,” that is,
dark rule and fren~
ziedly put down the people’s revolutionary activities;
to take cpecial preventive measures against the trans-
port,
and mete cut severe punishment to workers and peas-
ants in-violent risings; to make indiscriminate arrests

manufacture and use of arms and ammunition

of Soviet citizens showing any discdntent with fageigt v ¢
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rule and put ’chem on ’mal and 50 snore up-its counter-
1evolut10nary order - -

- Stafutes for Suppressmg the Peopi

Early in Novembel 1858,. the Soviet revisionist
clique issued a so-called decree on the criminal respon-
sibility of crimes against the state, stipulating that those
guilty of carrying out “anti-Soviet™ agitation” and
“creating mob disturbance” would be severely punish-
ed. The Soviet revisionists have long ago betrayed the
dictatorship of the proletariat and restored capitalism
in an all-round way, enslaving, oppressing and exploit-
ing the Soviet people with no holes barred. Where
there is oppression, there is resistance. When the Soviet
people rise and expose the revisionists® fascist rule,
they are taking a just action to defend the cause of the
Soviet October Revolution. There is nothing “anti-
Soviet” about it. In May 1972, Brezhnev and his gang
listed what they called ‘‘disobedience of - a serious

nature,” “opposing -the superiors,” “forcing superiors -

to do things contrary to their duties” and “using
violence against superiors” and so onn and so forth as
“‘serious offences” the perpetrators of which would be
severely suppressed .or condemned to death. What is
this if not fascist dictatorship pure and simple?
Brezhnev and his pals in the Kremlin also indis-
ceiminately persecute people on fake charges. The
““detention statute” issued in July 1969 is a case in point.
It.expressly stipulates that “the accused, those standing
trial and criminal suspects who are liable to be given
the verdict of deprivation of personal freedom’ may be
“detained without prior conviction.” Those detained,
moreover, may be “searched,” put into “solitary con-
finement,” or “handcuffed,” “made to wear a straight~
jacket” or even put to death. Under “The Legislative
Outline for Forced Labour-Reform in the Soviet Union
and the Union Republics,” the “labour. reform camps”
in that country fall into four categories: the ordinary,
the intensified, the severe and the special. .There, all

" sorts of cruel and brutal means are used to tor ture,

physmally and mentally, those who disapprove of the
reactionary rules of the Soviet rev1310n13ts In June 1973,
the Kremlin pr oclaimed ““the decree on the funda-
mental duties and powers of the Soviet pohce in pre-
serving public order and praventing criminal offences,”
under which the police are authorized, in the name of
“preserving public order” and “preventing and stopping
criminal offences,” to arrest, torture and even Xkill any-
one. In June 1975, another resolution “on further
measures to streamline economic legislation” was pro-
claimed, stressing that economic leglslatlon must ensure
that “legality and state discipline will be further rein-
forced.” This is an all-out effort to consohdate the
coumer—revoluuonary order in the economic field.

. As enemy of the Soviet people, the Brezhnev chque

has .stripped .them of their fundamental democratic’

August 9, 1976 - -

rights, its intention being to maintain reactionary rul'e?
through numerous reactionary laws. This lays bare the
fascwt nature of the cllque in its drive to “etrmg‘chen
legahty

E( C.B. Agenis Run qupant

v The power apparatus in the Kremlin has put teethT
mto the organs of repressmn of its fascist dlctatorslnpi_
to encure the enforcement of law. It has thus stlessed
the need “to reinforce the defence capabilities and
s’creamhne the armed forces’® It has called on “the‘
state security organs” to “perform their new functlons’:
and “conunuously pay attention to perfecting” the Work

“of the police, the procurator’s office, the court and.
the judicial organ” which are to be manned by “WelL'

trained and competent cadres fto strengthen these

1nst1tut10ns & . . [N

Brezhnev and company are also redoubling thur
efforts to strerigthen the already modernized “mternal
security force.” But didn’t the Kremlin rulers declare
that in their “country of the.whole people” ¢ class anta-
donlsm has already dlsappeared” and “everything is for-
man’s happmess”" ‘If so, why this massive “internal’
security force”? ‘What is it for? Aren’t the words'
“securify forée” going to reveal the “secret” of their’
use of troops to suppress the Soviet people who dare to'
revolt? Down the years the Soviet revisionists have on .
many occasions ordered the trcops out to sheoot and
kill so as to extinguish the raging flames of the re-
sistance of the people at home. ‘According to avallable‘
information trickling through news reports from lelhs,
Chimkent, Kharkov, Kaunas, Tallin; Minsk, Leningrad
and Novosﬂolrsk mass strikes, parades, demonstrations’
and uprisings have been put down by the troops. %-;){

The Soviet - revisionist ruling group has also
strengthened its surveillance and cortrol over the Sowet
people through secret repressive organs. The secret
pohce organization, the State Security Committee’
(K. GB) has been so expanded that it employs several-
hundred thousand people; and has a weéll-structured
system both at homie and abroad. It has field divisions
throughott the coantry, in the union republics, regions
and cities while its agents infiltrate into all walks of
life. In present-day Soviet. Union, the tentacles of paid
K.G.B. agents extend to all parts of the country where
they commit crimes and muck up the life of the people‘
In 1968, the Soviet “Ministry of -Sdcial Secuilty xvas
reorganized into the “Ministry of the Interior”: efs
“bureau of specialized defence,” “bureau of mght—tnng
police’ and “motorized police” equipped with sophlst1-=
cated instruments for sleuthing, telecommumcatlons'
and. suppression :were established. In 1973, the power'
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of -the. pollce, including - the secret pohce was enlarged
allowmg them to- mahe searches and alrests and Shoot
to. kﬂl under any prete*zt

In 1970, the “ministry of ;]ustlce” was founded to
step up persecution of the Soviet people in the name
of “strengthemng legality and flghimg cume Mean—
leitel agems. and policel I additiom, the so-called
ple’s committees of coritiolwere reorganized and. rem—
forced by “people’s groups "of- control or people’s pesis
of -control” which proliferate all over the country witk
a~man-foree as big as 9 million people. Under various
names, many auxiliary organs of fascist dmtatmsth
were either expanded or established. They include ‘“thé
volunteer pickets,” “the public committee,” “committee
t0 prevent law-breaking incidents” and “the publie and
pohce station for social secumty” and so on. In this
way, the fascist .claws have reached into practlcaHy
evéry government office, factory, farm, school and
family. '

.. The Soviet revisionists have built prisons and con-
centration camps over the lemgth and breadth of the
country apd their nuwmbers arve still on the ioeredse.
Most -of the inmates are politieal prisoners, and they
had been thrown behind the barbed wires for oppesing
the rule of the Kremlin new tsars. They are tortured,
condemned to do hard labour, allowed only a staxvatxon
dlet and suffered no ends of persecution. What is
even worse, the authorities have made “mental asylums”

a place to- perpetrate counter—revolutmnaly inhumanities
against the inmates. The chiefs of these asylums often
sﬂ“o,]ect the so-called Iumaties, who actually are people
géund in mind and body, to torture, sometimes injuring
them hcaV11y by beating, sometimes putting them in a
state of coma by use of electnclty or drugs like fnsutin.

= Chairman. Mao has pointed out: *“The Soviet Union
today is under the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie, a
- dictatorship of the big Dounrgeoisie; a dictatoxship of the
German fascist type, a dictatorship of the Hitler type.”
This wise fhesis:of Chairman Mao’s has incisively ex-
posed the faseist mature of Soviet state power. Far from
manifesting” strength, the inauguration of -fascist rule
in the Soviet Union is a sign of the Kremilin’s uiter.
fgebleness and morbid fear of the people. -

Real Purpﬂse Behrnd Chaﬁge

< in idem}ty Cards -

T HE Soviet revisionist ruling group has announced that
& it has started taking “measures to further perfect
’che 1dent1ty card system Th.’ls is; of course, another
move to underpin the fascrst dictatorship. :

-~

2 Press reports say that thxs “perfec ? “1dent1ty caxd

o
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in. the country, . The new “identity card” is-a pe1manent'
- The' cardv_
not only gives the holder’s identity as to status-or

one, 1ssued to every Soviet citizen over 16

profession; naﬁronahﬁy and date of birth but also “car-

ries pelated entries amd records:” A new phote: of the
holder taken af the Zge of 16, 25 and 45 is stuck om the
cardi. The “identify. cards™ are prepared and issued
under the unified:management -of the Ministry of the
Inferior. ~Anyone Who travels: to a place other than his

o her own residérice in the Soviet Union to: vistt rela—-

tives or go o a a- hohday is reguired to report tor the
local police statlon to reglstel and go through all ‘the
formalities; faﬂ‘ure to do ‘so, the au'thon‘mes sdy; Wﬂl
be punished. :

“The large amount of work involved in changing
the identity cards,” explained: the head of the Burefu of
the Interior of the Gorky Reglon “will help find' out™
those who try to- “get away.” This bureau echief ‘shen
went on to ilIusi_&fa’pe the point by telling how some
“most demgerous criminals” were discovered through
the examination of the “identity cards.” Provda puffs
the system of “identity cards™ as a measure that “arill
produce a posi’tive:e'ff'ect on tightening up the laws and
strengthening legality.” “The identity card,” it says,’
“yrill remind: every citizén o abide by Soviet Iech andi

the norms by which we order our lives.” There you' haver

the real purpose of Brezhnev’s “identity cards.”

A, Western: correspondent familiar with the cordi-
tions in the Seviet Union has divuliged: The identity

card serves to keep. the Soviet citizens under surveil-
lanee as the K.G.B. is authorized to enter amy restrictive
items in the identity eards to forbid holders from going
to certain regions “or restrict their places of residence.
The police are apparently of the opinion that the in-
troduction of a widespread identity card system: is the
best way to Keep track of the whereabouts of the urban
and rural inhabitants. It has come into frequent use
these. days for striking at pohtlcal digsidents.

The masses of the people m the Soviet Union are
abhorrent of all these measures taken by the Soviet
revisionist ruling group to intensify its fascist dictator-
ship, and they do not conceal their opposition: The
qhaﬁge of identity cards is only one of these méasures.
Babk in 1959 Khrushchov wanted to “change the

1dent1ty cards” but his attempt failed. After years of_

prepar ation, Brezhnev finally came round to taking a
decision on this matter in 1974 and it has been put into
effect since early this year but is not expected to be.
completed until 1981. The men in the Kremlin are
sndeed taking their time over this-identity card- business..
If anything, it only shows the going for the Sowet revi-
szomst 1eneg'1de chque 1s really “tough. - e
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