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w i t Is People, Not Things/ That 
Am Decisive 

fT^HE recent defect ion of t o p - f l i g h t Soviet a ir force 
p i l o t L i eu tenant V i k t o r I v a n o v i c h Be lenko i n a 

Mig-25, " t h e most sophisticated Soviet f i gh t e r p l ane , " 
and of another Soviet p i l o t , L i eu tenant V . I . Zasimov, i n 
an An -2 plane has been the subject of m u c h comment 
th r oughou t th e w o r l d and prov ides m u c h food f o r 
though t . 

. T r y i n g t o w h i t e w a s h Belenko's defection," TASS 
h u r r i e d l y c la imed t h a t i t was a " t o t a l l y unforeseen" 
occurrence b r o u g h t about b y " a n unforeseen concatena
t i o n of events." Acco rd ing t o TASS, " a p lane p i l o t ed 
b y a i r m a n V J . Belenko lost i ts bearings"- and " l a cked 
enough fu e l f o r a r e t u r n f l i g h t . " 

... I n o ther w o r d s , - i t was j u s t an isolated accident, a 
v m a t t e r of th ings and no t of people; a technica l mishap, 

^ no t a po l i t i ca l inc ident . Clear ly, the K r e m l i n ' s a t tempts 
t o gloss th ings over can on ly accentuate w h a t i t has 
in tended t o cover up . 

.The defect ion of the t w o Soviet f l yers is on ly 
the. latest episode i n a who l e series of inc idents t h a t have 
repeatedly t a k e n place i n t h e Soviet a rmed forces. De 
velopments over t h e years prove- t h a t these inc idents 
were the expressions of the sharp contradict ions p l a gu 
i n g Sov ie t . society today. They we re erupt ions i n a n 
inexorab le process of unres t a n d d is in tegra t ion f o l l o w 
i n g the rad i ca l changes t h a t have t a k e n place i n the 
Soviet a rmed forces as regards t h e i r character and the 
ro le they p lay . Therefore, these are mani festat ions of 
an acute po l i t i ca l p rob l em. 

F o l l o w i n g is a cursory r ev i ew of such . incidents 
w h i c h occurred i n var ious branches of the Soviet a rmed 
f o r ces - in recent years : 

The Mig-25 f i gh te r p i l o t ed by L t . V . I . Be lenko 
oh September 6, 1976, is bel ieved to be " a n u l t r a 
m o d e r n f i gh t e r plane, the f a vour i t e * of the Soviet 
m i l i t a ry . " - I t s const ruct ion and sophist icated equ ip
men t are jea lously guarded as " t o p secret." , Mig-25 
p i lo ts are chosen af ter s t r i c t screening and i n -

-^\ vest igat ion. Belenko refused to be repat r ia ted , 
and asked f o r a sy lum i n the U n i t e d State's. Rep ly ing 
t o questions about h is reasons f o r defecting, Be lenko 
said, among other th ings , t h a t " t h e Soviet U n i o n today 
resembles t sar i s t ' Russ ia . " 

T h e n on September 23 came the defect ion of L i e u 
tenant V . I . Zas imov w h o f l ew an An-2 plane f r o m T i b i l i s 
i n the Soviet U n i o n t o I r a n . Zas imov repor ted ly said 
i n I r a n t h a t he " cou ld no t p u t u p w i t h the (Soviet) 
system any longer . " 

I n November 1975, the crew of the Soviet miss i le-
ca r r y ing destroyer, Watch (Storozhevoi), called "one of 
the up- to -da te c ra f t i n the Soviet . f leet," m u t i n i e d . The 
Soviet author i t i es immed ia t e l y sent a i r c ra f t and warsh ips 
to p u t d o w n the m u t i n y . Acco rd ing to the Swedish paper 
Express " t h e immed ia t e cause of the m u t i n y was the 
Ango l an w a r " because " t h e c rew resented the prospect 
of f u r t h e r extension o f the i r service." The F rench paper 
Le Ficjaro po in ted out t h a t th i s was because " t h e r e we re 
deep-rooted causes f o r h i dden discontent i n some m i l i 
t a r y un i t s , i nc lud ing - nava l u n i t s . " The a rmed i n t e r 
v en t i on i n Czechoslovakia " h a d l e f t i t s stamp on a l l of 
the Soviet a rmed forces." 

I n November 1972, a m u t i n y b r oke ou t on a Soviet 
submar ine i n a No rweg i an f j o rd . 

One senior and t w o j u n i o r off icers on a nuclear sufcK 
mar i n e of the Soviet Ba l t i c F leet were arrested i n th e 
summer of 1969. They had clandest inely d i s t r i bu t ed i n 
1968 copies of a l e t t e r accusing the pr i v i l eged s t ra ta 
i n the count ry of oppression and exp lo i ta t ion , denounc
i n g great-Russian chauv in i sm and pro tes t ing the armed 
i n t e r v e n t i o n i n Czechoslovakia. 

The crew of a Riga-based Soviet nuc lear submar ine 
rose i n m u t i n y i n 1969. 

I n Augus t 1968, a n u m b e r of t h e Soviet t roops 
i n v a d i n g Czechoslovakia deserted a n d sided w i t h the 
u n a r m e d Czechoslovak people w h o were pro tes t ing 
against Soviet invas ion. Some Soviet divisions we re 
called back home on ly a f ew days af ter the invas ion 
because the i r men h a d voiced disapproval , o f the armed, 
in t e rven t i on . " 

I n places inhab i t ed b y the m i n o r i t y peoples i n t h e 
Ukra ine , t h e Caucasus and the Ba l t i c states, soldiers i n 
some un i t s refused t o ca r ry ou t the orders o f t h e Soviet; 
au thor i t i e s . t o crack d o w n on popular s truggle . 

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g t h e d i f f e r i n g circumstances," the 
above g ives ' the l ie ' to the Brezhnev c l ique f r o m various. 
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angles and reveals t o some degree the fundamenta l 
^weaknesses of Soviet soc ia l - imper ia l ism. 

The Soviet rev is ionist leading c l i que ' i s a ' p a c k of 
m i l i t a r i s t s and advocates of the theory- t h a t weapons 
decide every th ing . Since the clique's usurpa t i on of Par ty , 
government and m i l i t a r y power, the Soviet a rmed forces 
have been t u r n e d i n t o a n i n s t r u m e n t f o r ma in t a in ing 
the fascist reg ime a t home, ca r r y ing out aggression and 
expansion abroad and scrambl ing f o r w o r l d hegemony. 
The new tsars have p lunged the count ry headlong in t o 
a m a d arms dr ive . The i r m i l i t a r y spending surpasses 
t h a t . o f the other superpower, t h e . U n i t e d States; the i r 
armaments., can m a t c h those of t h e U n i t e d . States; 
the t o t a l number of Soviet servicemen i s , double 
tha t of the Un i t ed States, and Soviet armed forces sta
t ioned i n other countries ou tnumber U.S. forces over
seas. 

- W i t h the r ap id i n f l a t i o n of Soviet arms, the m o 
m e n t u m of Soviet socia l - imper ia l ist aggression and ex
pansion abroad increases. The K r e m l i n over lords have 
declared tha t they are on " a h is tor ic o f fensive" " o n 
the ent ire f r on t of g lobal con f ron ta t i on " and are " p r e 
pared to f i gh t a w a r w i t h any k i n d of weaponry . " 

However, i t is a h is tor i ca l fact t ha t a l l reactionaries 
who-suppress the people at home and l aunch aggression 
and expansion abroad- -have -ended i n " J i gnomin ious 
fa i lure . L e n i n sa id : " I n t h e f i n a l analysis, v i c t o ry i n 
any w a r depends on the sp i r i t an ima t ing the masses 
tha t sp i l l the i r o w n b lood on the f i e ld of batt le . The 
conv ic t ion tha t the w a r is i n a j u s t cause and the rea l 
i za t ion tha t the i r l ives mus t be l a i d d o w n for the w e l 
fare of the i r brothers strengthen the mora le of the f i g h t 
i n g men and enable t h e m to endure incred ib le hardships . " 
(Speech at an Enlarged Conference of Workers and Red 
Army Men in Rogozhsko-Simonovsky District of Moscow.) 
Cha i rman Mao po inted ou t : "Weapons are an i m p o r t a n t 
factor i n war , b u t not the decisive fac tor ; i t is people, 
not th ings , t ha t are decisive. The contest of s t reng th is 
not on ly a contest of m i l i t a r y and economic power, bu t 
also a contest of h u m a n power and morale . M i l i t a r y 
and economic power is necessarily w ie lded by people." 
(On Protracted War.) 

: . These b r i l l i a n t theses bear out a l a w of h i s to ry t h a t 
a jus t w a r of the people against aggression is bound to. 
w i n , wh i l e an un jus t w a r of aggression against the people 
is doomed to defeat. Th is t r u t h also is proved by the 
h is tory of Russia and the Soviet Un i on . 

I n W o r l d War I , tsar ist Russia b r u t a l l y ordered i t s 
a r m y to suppress i n b lood the people's r e vo lu t i onary 
movement at home and to f i gh t a w a r w i t h other i m 
per ia l is t powers f o r w o r l d hegemony. I t fa i led, however , 
to avert the miserable doom t h a t awa i ted i t . 

When" 'Hit ler- attacked the Soviet U n i o n i n W o r l d 
War I I , the la t te r was numer i c a l l y - far-behind 'Nazi Ger

m a n y in ; -weaponry and steel: r ^ e t the Soviet , people 
and a rmed forces f i g h t i n g agaiaist'aggression and-for-the 
defence of the i r socialist mo the r l and under the leadership 
of S ta l in defeated the armed-to- the- teeth H i t l e r hordes. 

The Brezhnev cl ique today is go ing down the same 
r oad the tsar and H i t l e r took. I t can be said w i t h 
cer ta inty t h a t they can never evade the objective l a w 
w h i c h inexo rab l y sent b o t h the tsar and H i t l e r to the i r 
ext inct ion. , 

The Brezhnev cl ique keeps i ts a r m y under ve ry 
r i g i d contro l . The Soviet revis ionists educate t h e i r sol
diers i n fascism and m i l i t a r i s m and force t h e m to obey 
orders b l i n d l y and absolutely. They keep w a t c h on Soviet 
soldiers and persecute t h e m i n undisguised fascist ways, 
asserting that- soldiers mus t be p u t under " t w o f o l d , and 
even three fo ld surve i l lance. " The i r m i l i t a r y courts and 
espionage organ, " t h e committee of state s ecur i t y " 
(K.G.B.) keep close w a t c h on the remarks and behaviour 
of o rd ina ry officers and men. 

B u t weapons mus t be tised b y m a n after a l l . W h a t 
ever means the Brezhnev c l ique m a y use, i t cannot long 
shackle the ideas of the Soviet people, i n c lud ing the 
o rd ina ry "Soviet off icers and men. ' 

Is the r a n k and f i l e of the Soviet a r m y w i l l i n g 
to p u t "down" i n b lood on orders f r o m above the masses 
of Soviet workers and peasants w h o r ise i n resistance A . 
against oppression and exp lo i ta t i on b y the new tsars? \

Do Soviet soldiers believe they are "d ischarg ing an 
in te rnat iona l i s t ob l i ga t i on " w h e n they face the w r a t h f u l 
denunc iat ion and resistance of the Czechoslovak people, 
m e n and women, o ld and young, under Soviet 
occupation? 

Do the looks of ha t r ed encountered b y Soviet 
soldiers i n Poland, Hungary , the Ge rman - Democrat ic 
Republic, Bu l ga r i a and Mongo l ia wherever they go 
have no e f fect on them? 

D i d Soviet a r m y m e n feel honoured a f ter they were 
d r i v en out . of Egypt a m i d shouts of "Russians, go 
h ome ! " ? ' 

W i l l .Soviet sailors sent to remote oceans th r oughou t 
the w o r l d to car ry out aggression and expansion and 
seek m a r i t i m e hegemonism r ea l l y bel ieve they are 
" d e f end ing " t h e i r Soviet f ront iers? 

A n a r m y whose ma j or task is t o ca r ry out- aggression 
and expansion a n d suppress the people can never 
m a i n t a i n h i g h mora le . W i t h the development of the 
r e vo lu t i onary struggle of the Soviet people, t h e discon
ten t and resistance of the rank -and- f i l e Soviet soldier 
against the n e w tsars w i l l cer ta in ly increase i n in t ens i t y . 
This is a k n o t t y p rob l em the Brezhnev c l ique cannot ^ 
solve w i t h the he lp of any sophist icated weapon ! 

(A commentary by Hsinhua 
Correspondent, September 26) 
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