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/ C H A I R M A N H u a Kuo- feng , dressed i n a green army. 
u n i f o rm, stood on the r o s t r u m atop magni f i cent T i en 

A n M e n Gate. A r m y m e n and c iv i l ians i n the i r hundreds 
o f m i l l i ons across th e count ry h ea r t i l y cheered and sang 
at the t op of t h e i r voice. They cheered because the 
great Communis t P a r t y of Ch ina aga in has a leader of 
i ts o w n and sang because the great Chinese People's 
L i b e ra t i on A r m y again has a supreme commander of i ts 
o w n . 

Wh i l e the great leader and teacher Cha i rman Mao 
was seriously i l l and a f te r h is passing, t h e an t i - Pa r t y 
c l ique of W a n g Hung -wen , Chang Chun-chiao, Ch iang 
Ch ing and Yao Wen -yuan stepped u p i ts moves to usurp 
P a r t y and state power. We were confronted w i t h th e 
r ea l danger of our Pa r t y t u r n i n g rev is ion is t and our 

. _x c oun t r y changing i ts po l i t i c a l colour. A t th i s grave 
h i s to r i ca l j unc tu r e , the P a r t y Cent ra l Commit tee headed 
b y Comrade H u a Kuo- feng , w i t h th e boldness and 
v i s i on of p ro l e ta r i an revo lut ionar ies , shattered a t one 
s t roke the c r i m i n a l p l o t of the " gang of four"- to usurp 
P a r t y and state power, thus sav ing the r e v o l u t i o n and 
the P a r t y and w i n n i n g a v i c t o r y of decisive signif icance 
f o r the pro l e ta r ia t i n i ts counterat tack against the 
onslaught of the bourgeoisie. B y l ead ing our P a r t y 
f r o m danger to safety ' t h r o u g h tempestuous storms? 
Comrade H u a Kuo - f eng averted a ma jo r retrogression 
i n Chinese h i s t o r y and a great disaster f o r our people,-
thereby w i n n i n g t h e complete t r u s t and wholehear ted 
a f fec t ion of t h e who le Par ty , t h e who l e a r m y and the 
people of a l l nat ional i t ies t h r o u g h o u t th e country. ' 
Comrade H u a Kuo- f eng is indeed a w o r t h y successor 
selected b y Cha i rman Mao himsel f , a w o r t h y he lmsman 
to steer Cha i rman Mao's cause f o r w a r d , and a wor thy , 
wise leader of t h e Communis t P a r t y of Ch ina founded 
b y Cha i rman Mao. 

I n th is l i f e -and-death strugg le between the t w o 
classes, the t w o roads and the t w o l ines, i t is of ex
t r eme l y great immed ia t e impor tance to r e v i ew Lenin 's 
theory of t h e re lat ions between leaders, po l i t i ca l parties;' 

•- £ classes and the masses. M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m holds t h a t 
" t h e people, and the people alone, are the mo t i v e force 
i n the m a k i n g of w o r l d h i s t o r y . " (Mao Tse tung : On 
Coalition Government.) The m a k i n g of h i s to ry by the 
people impl i es a f f i r m i n g the ro l e of leaders w h o repre-' 

sent t h e i r interests and w i l l and the ro le of the people 
i n t h e i r m i l l i ons . The masses are d iv ided in to classes; 
classes usua l l y are led by po l i t i ca l par t ies ; po l i t i ca l 
part ies, as a ru l e , are "directed by more or less stable 
groups composed of t h e most au thor i t a t i v e , i n f l u e n t i a l 
and experienced members w h o are elected to the most 
i m p o r t a n t posit ions and are called leaders. I n order to 
become a genuine bat t l e headquarters fo r the p ro 
le tar ia t , a p ro l e tar ian r e vo lu t i onary pa r t y mus t have 
leaders w h o have come to t h e fore i n class s trugg le and 
i n t h e r e vo lu t i ona ry movements of t h e masses, who are 
l o y a l t o the masses and ma in t a in f lesh-and-blood ties 
w i t h t h e m and who are good a t concentrat ing t h e i r 
ideasy persever ing in t h e m and ca r r y ing t h e m th rough . 
Such leaders are general ly acknowledged b y the masses 
and are genuine representatives of the pro le tar ia t . The 
presence of such leaders •in a p ro l e ta r ian p a r t y is a 
mani fes tat ion of i ts po l i t i c a l m a t u r i t y and the hope for 
t h e t r i u m p h of t h e pro l e ta r ian cause. W i t h o u t such 
leaders, "the d ic tatorship of the p ro l e tar ia t , and i ts 
' u n i t y of wi l l , ' remain a phrase.'-* ( Len in : A Letter to 

% the German Communists.) The great v i c t o r y w o n by 
; the P a r t y Cent ra l Commit tee headed b y Comrade H u a 

Kuo- f eng i n smashing the p l o t of the " gang of f o u r " 
t o usurp P a r t y and state power is proo f of the great 
ro l e of Pa r t y leaders at c r i t i ca l t u r n i n g points i n h is tory . 

Great r e vo lu t i onary struggles produce great per
sons. Leaders of a p ro l e ta r i an p a r t y are recognized by 
the masses in the course of struggle and pract ice ; they 
are no t sel f -appointed. The l ead ing ro l e of the great 
leader and teacher Cha i rman Mao i n the who le Pa r t y 
was established in the course of t h e great struggle of 
the Chinese revolution,- t h r o u g h r e vo lu t i onary storms 
and a f t e r overcoming m a n y d i f f icul t ies and hazards, and 
was acknowledged b y the who le Par ty , the who le a r m y 
and the people of a l l nat ional i t ies th roughou t the 
country . S u m m i n g up bo th the posi t ive and negat ive 
experiences of t h e Chinese r e vo lu t i on and the i n t e rna 
t i o n a l communis t movement , Cha i rman Mao p u t f o r w a r d 
the f i v e requirements f o r successors to the r e vo lu t i onary 
cause of t h e p ro l e ta r i a t and , i n th e acute struggle 
between t h e t w o l ines w i t h i n the. Par ty , personal ly 

•• selected Comrade Hua ' Kuo- f eng to succeed h i m as 
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the leader of our Par ty . The per iod i n w h i c h Comrade 
H u a Kuo- f eng became F i r s t "Vice-Chairman of the Cerr-
t r a l Commit tee of the Communis t Pa r t y of Ch ina and 
Premier of the State Counc i l was the most d i f f i cu l t pe
r i o d since the f ound ing of New Ch ina because of serious 
n a t u r a l disasters and because the " f o u r pests" were r a m 
pant. Under the leadership of Cha i rman Mao, Comrade. 
Hua Kuo - f eng w i ths tood the adverse current , d i d away 
w i t h interference, overcame d i f f i cu l t i es and correct ly and 
appropr ia te l y hand led a series of i m p o r t a n t domestic and 
in t e rna t i ona l questions. Cha i rman Mao wro t e i n h i s o w n 
h a n d w r i t i n g " W i t h you i n charge, I ' m at ease," w h i c h 
expressed his boundless t r u s t i n Comrade H u a K u o -
feng. A f t e r the death o f the great leader and teacher 
Cha i rman Mao, the P a r t y Cent ra l Commit tee headed by ' 
Comrade H u a Kuo- feng , i n order to carry out C h a i r m a n 
Mao's behests and defend the p u r i t y o f M a r x i s m - ' 
Len in ism-Mao Tsetung Thought , p r o m p t l y ' made the* 
wise decisions on the establ ishment of a m e m o r i a l h a l l 
for Cha i rman Mao- and o n . t h e pub l i ca t i on of the 
Selected W o r k s of Mao Tsetung a n d "preparat ions fo r 
the pub l i ca t i on of the Collected- Works of Mao Tsetung, 
and exposed the Wang-Chang-Chiang-Yao an t i - Pa r t y 
'•gang of f o u r . " A H th i s demonstrates s t i l l m o r e 
the noble qual i t ies, outs tand ing a b i l i t y and r e vo lu t i ona ry 
boldness and great far-sightedness of Comrade H u a 
Kuo- f eng as leader of our Par ty . I t f u r t h e r proves tha t 
the decision Cha i rman Mao made before his death was 
ex t reme ly wise, t h a t Cha i rman Map 's cause has a w o r t h y 
successor and t h a t our great soc ia l i s t -mother land has 
an i n f i n i t e l y b r i g h t fu tu re . - . . 

A ma jo r po in t i n prac t i ca l l y every struggle between 
the t w o l ines i n t h e h i s to ry of -our P a r t y has been the 
struggle waged b y the pro l e ta r ia t t o defend the status 
of i ts P a r t y leader against t h e plots of bourgeois con
spirators and careerists to usurp the supreme leadership 
of the Party." Such were the sou l - s t i r r ing struggles 

against the set t ing u p of a bogus centra l commit tee by 
Chang Kuo- tao , against the counter - revo lu t i onary Out
line of Project "571" of L i n Piao, and against the p lot 
of the " gang of f o u r " to usurp P a r t y and state power ! 
The essence of these struggles is whe ther to upho ld the 
correct Marx i s t - L en in i s t l ine , persist i n m a k i n g r e v o l u 
t i on , persevere i n go ing f o r w a r d and lead China t o a 
b r i g h t f u t u r e or to push an erroneous oppor tun is t and 
rev is ion is t l ine , oppose the r evo lu t i on , c l ing to retrogres
sion and drag Ch ina d o w n in t o darkness. A great v i c t o r y 
has been w o n i n the cur ren t s t rugg le : The pro l e ta r ia t 
has once again defeated the bourgeoisie, social ism has 
once again t r i u m p h e d over cap i ta l i sm and M a r x i s m has 
once again preva i l ed over rev is ion ism. We have b o u n d 
less t r u s t i n th e leadership of the Pa r t y Centra l ' 
Commit tee headed b y the Party 's leader Comrade H u a 
Kuo- f eng and have f u l l confidence i n the prospects of 
f u t u r e struggles. 

Love f o r our Par ty , our state, our a r m y and our 
people f inds concentrated expression i n love f o r our 
leader. Eve ry Communis t P a r t y member and every 
r e vo lu t i ona ry f i gh t e r should w i t h a h i g h leve l of con
sciousness love, support and defend the leader of our 
Par ty . Comrade H u a Kuo-feng 's becoming t h e leader of 
our Pa r t y conforms to the needs of the r e vo lu t i on and is 
an inev i tab le h i s to r i ca l outcome; i t is the common 
aspirat ion of hundreds of m i l l i ons of Chinese people and 
a re l iab le guarantee t h a t our P a r t y and state w i l l con
t i n u e to advance t r i u m p h a n t l y a long C h a i r m a n Mao's 
p ro l e ta r i an r e vo lu t i onary l ine . We w i l l reso lute ly f i g h t 
to the end against anyone w h o dares to oppose M a r x i s m -
Len in ism-Mao Tsetung Though t and the Pa r t y Centra l 
Commit tee headed b y Cha i rman H u a Kuo- feng . 

' (An abridged translation of an article by the 
Editorial Department of "Jiefangjun Bao" on ' 
October 29.) 


