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CHRONICLE

May 14

e Premier Hua Guofeng met with Mohammad
Saifur Rahman, Special Envoy of President Ziaur
Rahman of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh.
At the meeting, Premier Hua said: “Relations
between China and Bangladesh are fine. We have
a common language on many international issues.
The interests of our two countries coincide.”

e Vice-Premier Deng Xiaoping met with the
Count and Countess of Barcelona, parents of the
Spanish King. Vice-Premier Deng expressed the
hope that more Spanish friends would visit China.

May 15

e At the U.N. Disarmament Commission, the
Chairman of the Chinese Delegation, Lai Yali, put
forward a comprehensive programme for disarma-
ment.

May 16

e Vice-Premier Deng met with the delegation
of Jiji Press of Japan led by its director Tadayoshi
Ohata. At the meeting, Vice-Premier Deng gave
his views on the realization of the four moderniza-
tions in China and on some important international
questions. He pointed out that the current read-
justments in the national economy concerned the
proportionate development of agriculture and in-
dustry in the national economy and within industry
itself. They will be conducive to developing the
economy in a planned and proportionate way and
to stepping up the tempo of modernization.

May 17

e At a meeting with American physicist
Tsung-dao Lee and his wife, Premier Hua said
that China should continue its efforts to raise the
whole nation’s scientific, cultural and technical
levels.

May 18

e Premier Hua met with Col. Amadou Baba
Diarra, Vice-Chairman of the Military Committee
for National Liberation, Deputy Secretary General
of the Malian People’s Democratic Union and
Minister of Finance and Commerce. Premier Hua
said that China and Mali have the political basis
for further co-operation.

e The first round of the Sino-Vietnamese
negotiations at the vice-foreign minister level
ended in Hanoi.

May 19

e Premier Hua met with Agha Shahi, Adviser
for Foreign Affairs of Pakistan,
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A Hundred Schools of
Thought Contend

To mark the 60th anniversary
of the May 4th Movement of
1919, the Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences held an eight-
day symposium in Beijing, at-
tended by 260 scholars from
various parts of the country.
They discussed such topics as
emancipating the mind, promot-
ing democracy, and adhering to
the scientific attitude. Alto-
gether 156 papers were sub-
mitted.

Zhou Yang, Vice-President of
the academy, delivered a re-
port (see p. 9) at the opening
ceremony. It was highly ap-
praised by all the participants
who agreed that the current
movement to emancipate the
mind was a continuation and
development of the May 4th
Movement and the 1942 rectifi-
cation movement in Yanan.

The May 4th Movement de-
molished the old, feudal dogmas
as well as the bourgeois dogmas
of the West, thus paving the
way for the dissemination of
Marxism-Leninism in China.
The Yanan rectification move-
ment opposed dogmatism which
blindly followed Marxist-Lenin-
ist tenets and Soviet experience
without the least consideration
for .China’s actual conditions.
Both movements helped pro-
mote the cause of the Chinese
revolution. The current move-
ment to emancipate the mind
will  surely help expedite
China’s socialist moderniza-
tion.  Social scientists in
China are determined to con-
tinue to work under the guid-
ance of Marxism-Leninism-Mao
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Zedong Thought and push this
great movement to a new high.

Participants in the symposium
agreed that the Chinese Com-
munist Party has consistently
advocated emancipation of the
mind. They held that Marxism-
Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought.
which opposes all dogmas, pre-
judices and attempts at estab-
lishing an ultimate ideological
system, is the most liberated
thinking of mankind. Upholding
Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong
Thought means upholding the
unity of theory and practice.
which is the basic and most im-
portant thing. Through the test
of practice, theory is continual-
ly being corrected, supplement-
ed, enriched and developed. At
present, emancipating the mind
means upholding the spirit of
the Third Plenary Session of
the 11th Party Central Com-
mittee held last December. This
calls for closely integrating the
universal truth of Marxism-
Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought
with the new practice of 'so-
cialist modernization and. in the
course of this practice, blazing
a trail for accomplishing the
Chinese way of modernizing
the country.

Democracy and Science. The
participants discussed the slo-
gan — democracy and science —
put forward during the May
4th Movement. It gave a big
fillip to the thought-emancipa-
tion movement at that time.
Later on, the Chinese Commu-
nist Party took over and car-
ried forward this slogan and
made it part of its own fine
tradition. Several years ago,
however, this tradition was
thrown to the winds, and so

great efforts have to be made
to restore and develop it.

Opinions were unanimous that
a prerequisite for science to
flourish is to promote democ-
racy which, academically,
means letting a hundred schools
of thought contend and creating
conditions for free and un-
restricted discussions. Everyone
must bow (o the truth instead
of demanding that the minori-
ty should be subordinate to the
majority or forcing people to
obey the dictates of the higher-
ups. At the same time. democ-
racy also means that there
should be no restriction what-
soever on the subjects of scien-
tific research.

Evaluation of Historical Figures.
There was also a lively discus-
sion at the symposium on the
appraisal of some major figures
living in the period of the May
4th Movement, such as Li
Dazhao (1889-1927), Chen Duxiu
(1880-1942) and Hu Shi (1891-
1962). All held that it is neces-
sary to respect history and an-
alyse and appraise those men
in an objective and matter-
of-fact way. The metaphysical
tendency that regards what is
good is always good and what
is bad is always bad must be
discarded.

Lu Xun Study Society

The image of Lu Xun (1881-
1936). the standard-bearer of the
May 4th new cultural move-
ment in 1919, was distorted by
Lin Biao and the “gang of four.”
They garbled history and made
use of his works which they
quoted out of context to serve
their own ends.
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An outstanding example was
the so-called struggle Lu Xun
waged against the ‘“‘four vil-
lains” — Zhou Yang, Tian Han,
Xia Yan and Yang Hansheng
who were leaders of the League
of Chinese Left-Wing Writers,
an organization of revolu-
tionary writers set up in Shang-
hai in the 1930s under the
leadership of the Chinese Com-
munist Party. Because they
failed to have a correct under-
standing and evaluation of Lu
Xun and because of their serious
sectarianism and dogmatism,

they committed mistakes in
their  relations with  him.
Nevertheless, they were Lu

Xun’s comrades-in-arms, with
the common revolutionary aim
of changing the old society and
creating a new one.

Few would have imagined
that 30 years later Lin Biao and
the “gang of four” who were
careerists pure and simple would
g0 so far as to make use of Lu
Xun to attack influential writers
and leading comrades in literary
and art circles. They misrepre-
sented Lu Xun and his works
and tried to give others the im-
pression that his great achieve-
ment was not his determined
struggle against imperialism
and feudalism or his laying a
foundation for China's new
culture, but his opposition to
the “four villains.” This was
misleading and brought chaos to
the study of Lu Xun.

Re-evaluating and learning
from Lu Xun, a great man of
letters. thinker and revolu-
tionary, is an important task on
China’s cultural front today.

In early May, a preparatory
meeting was held in Beijing for
the setting up of a society for
the study of Lu Xun. The meet-

ing was co-sponsored by Mao
Dun, noted writer and chairman
of the All-China Federation of
Literary and Art Circles and
chairman of the Union of Chi-
nese Writers, and Zhou Yang,
noted literary critic and vice-
chairman of the All-China
Federation of Literary and Art
Circles.

Speaking at the preparatory
meeting, Zhou Yang stressed the
need to use dialectical material-
ism and historical materialism to
study Lu Xun's ideological
development. Lu .Xun was not
a born sage. He never stopped
searching for the truth. At
first he believed in the theory of
evolution, but later espoused the
theory of classes: he grew from
a democrat to a communist and
from a believer in enlightenment
to a proletarian revolutionary.
Only by studying these changes
in his ideology can we really
understand his greatness which
manifested itself in his uncom-
promising struggles against old
ideas, old forces and old customs
and habits so as to clear the way
for the new things to sprout and
flourish. Lu Xun always made
self-examinations which enabled
him to carry on the revolution
without interruption and press
ahead with a will.

Lu Xun made immortal con-
tributions to the cause of the
Chinese people’s liberation and
left us a rich literary legacy.
Chairman Mao gave him a high
appraisal and scientific evalua-
tion and called on the Chinese
people to learn from him.

In the Lu Xun Museum in Bei-
jing, a study centre has been set
up in charge of compiling and
writing a biography and a
chronicle of his life as well as
related material. Another study

centre has been set up under the
State Administrative Bureau of
Museums and Archaeological
Data which, apart from publish-
ing from time to time books on
the study of this great writer,
recently brought out a collec-
tion of 1,300 letters in Lu Xun's
handwriting.

In the past few years, Lu Xun
study groups have been organiz-
ed in departments of Chinese
literature in many colleges and
universities. Not long ago the
Literature Research Institute
under the Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences has established
a special department for study-
ing Lu Xun. Academic discus-
sions on special subjects con-
cerning this great writer were
held in many cities.

First Round of Sino-
Vietnamese Negotiations
Ends

The first round of Sino-
Vietnamese negotiations which
lasted 30 days ended in Hanoi
on May 18 after five plenary
meetings.

At the 5th meeting on May
18, Chinese Government Delega-
tion leader Han Nianlong stated
that the failure to achieve pro-
gress in this round of negotia-
tions was the result of a lack
of good faith on the part of the
Vietnamese side and that it
must bear the full responsibility.

He continued: *“At the five
plenary meetings of the Sino-
Vietnamese negotiations, each
side put forward its proposals.
elucidated its views and made
clear its position. In keeping
with the agreement between the
Chinese and Vietnamese sides
that the negotiations be held
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