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CHRONICLE

May 28

e Xinhua News Agency reported that in the last
two months more than 4,000 Vietnamese citizens
have been driven over into China’s Yunnan Prov-
ince by the Vietnamese authorities.

May 29

e Shen Ping, Director of the Department of Asian
Affairs of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, met the Charge d’'Affaires
ad interim of the Japanese Embassy by appointment
to make representations to the Japanese Govern-
ment against the building of a temporary heliport on
China's Diao Yu Islands. There have been disputes
between China and Japan on the territorial owner-
ship of Diao Yu and other islands. At the time of
the” normalization of diplomatic relations between
China and Japan and the conclusion of the peace
and friendship treaty, the two sides had agreed to
settle the question in future. Shen Ping pointed out
that as the Japanese side had acted contrary to the
above-mentioned understanding between the two
sides. the Chinese side could not but express regret
at the Japanese action.

e Premier Hua Guofeng sent a message of con-
dolences on the death of Mauritanian Prime
Minister Bouceif.

May 31

e “In face of the expansion of hegemonism,
China and Japan need to further develop their
friendly relations and each to build up its own
strength,” said Vice-Premier Deng when he met
with Zenko Suzuki, Liberal Democratic Member of
the House of Representatives of Japan. Referring
to China’s readjustment of the national economy,
Vice-Premier Deng said that China needed to im-
port advanced foreign technology and assimilate
foreign funds. This has not changed.

June 1

e Deng Yingchao, Vice-Chairman of the Stand-
ing Committee of the National People's Congress,
returned to Beijing after a very successful visit to
Korea. During her stay in Korea, Vice-Chairman
Deng and President Kim Il Sung had cordial and
friendly talks. Vice-Chairman Deng, accompanied
by President Kim Il Sung, went to the city of
Hamhung to take part in the unveiling of a statue
of the late Premier Zhou Enlai and a monument
in his memory.

June 2

e Chairman Hua
Guofeng met with
the Delegation of
the Togolese Peo-
ple’s Rally led by
Ayite Gachin Mive-
dor, Member of the
Political Bureau and
Permanent Director
of the Rally,
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Overcoming Two Erroneous
Trends of Thought

To carry through the guide-
line of the Third Plenary Ses-
sion of the 11th Party Central
Committee, it is imperative to
overcome the interference of
the ultra-Left and the Right
trends of thought in the Party
and in society. This was
stressed at a recent plenary
meeting of the Sichuan provin-
cial Party committee by Zhao
Ziyang, Alternate Member of
the Political Bureau of the
Party Central Committee and
first secretary of the provincial
Party committee of Sichuan,
the most populous province in
China.

The Third Plenary Session of
the 11th Party Central Com-
mittee, held at the end of last
year, adopted the decision to
shift the focus of the Party's
work to socialist modernization.
The session made a series of im-
portant policy decisions, which
included handling and resolving
major problems left over from
history, giving fuller play to
democracy and further eman-
cipating the mind and freeing
people from the mental shackles
imposed over the years by the
ultra-Left line of Lin Biao and
the “gang of four.”

Zhao Ziyang drew attention
to the fact that rapid changes
have taken place since the third
plenary session. In Sichuan, he
noted, the people have further
emancipated their minds, dem-
ocratic life has become more
lively, social order is stable and
production has continued to
develop.

There were. however, undesir-
able happenings a short time

ago. On the pretext of promot-
ing democracy, a few young
people went in for anarchism,
and, under the signboard of
emancipating the mind, they
opposed the basic principles of
Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong
Thought. But these, Zhao said,
were not the main current, and
measures were taken to check
them as soon as the Party
Central Committee discerned
their real motives.

How to develop the excellent
situation that has emerged after
the third plenary session? Zhao
Ziyang pointed out that it is
necessary at present to over-
come interference from two er-
roneous trends of thought.

The first is that a small num-
ber of comrades in the Party
have not yet emancipated their
minds. and they do not have a
correct understanding of the
guideline of the third plenary
session. A very few of them
turn a blind eye to the excellent
situation today, and they even
impute the undesirable happen-
ings a short time ago to this
session, saying that the policies
laid down at the session were
“Right” or “deviationist.” This
trend of thought which is ultra-

Left in appearance is most
misleading. It aims at making
the “four upholdings™ —

upholding the socialist road,
upholding the dictatorship of
the proletariat. upholding Party
leadership and upholding
Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong
Thought — recently reaffirmed
by the Party Central Committee
go backwards and return to the
path and emasculated theories
of Lin Biao and the “gang of
four.”

The other trend is to doubt or
oppose the “four upholdings,”

EVENTS & TRENDS

that is, to doubt the correctness
of the policy decisions of the
third plenary session or oppose
them from the Right. For in-
stance, some young people, who
lack a correct understanding of
Marxism and know practically
nothing about the difference
between the old and new socie-
ties and who have grown up in
the years when Lin Biao and
the “gang of four” were at the
height of power, often blame
the socialist system for the evils
brought about by Lin Biao and
the “gang of four” and begin to
have doubts about the socialist
road.

In the case of most of the peo-
ple influenced by these two er-
roneous trends of thought, it
was a matter of understanding,
but there was no denying the
fact that very few bad elements
were bent on stirring up
trouble.

In upholding the guideline of
the third plenary session, Zhao
said, it is necessary on the one
hand to continue to criticize the
ultra-Left line of Lin Biao and
the “gang of four” and eliminate
its pernicious influence, and on
the other to wage a resolute
struggle against the trend of
thought which doubts and
negates the four basic prin-
ciples.

International Children’s Day

The celebration of Interna-
tional Children’s Day this year
is of special significance, for at
the end of this century, the
children of today will be the
main force in building China
into a modern and powerful
socialist country,

On June 1, nearly 10,000
Chinese and foreign children in
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Beijing celebrated their own
festival in the Great Hall of the
People. Chairman Hua Guo-
feng, Soong Ching Ling who is
Vice-Chairman of the Standing
Committee of the National
People’s Congress and Chair-
man of the Chinese People's Na-
tional Committee in Defence of
Children and other Party and
state leaders joined the children
in the celebrations and ex-
tended holiday greetings to
them.

Speaking at the gathering,
Vice-Chairman Soong said to
the children that the futurc
and hope of our motherland
rests on them. She encouraged
the children to love the collec-
tive. respect their teachers and
clders. observe discipline, live
modestly, study diligently, keep
fit and cherish lofty revolu-
tionary ideals.

Soong Ching Ling called for
the further improvement of the
children’s material and cultural
well-being, popularization of
scientific  knowledge among
them, and the strengthening of
friendship and unity between
the children of China and other
countries.

In mid-May, the Chinese Peo-
ple’s National Committee in
Defence of Children. National
Women’s  Federation. Com-
munist Youth League, Ministry
of Education, Ministry of Public
Health and six other units is-
sued a joint circular calling on
all quarters concerned to train
the children into a new genera-

tion of the proletariat. It pro-
posed that the celebration
activities should co-ordinate

with the International Year of
the Child. Celebrations this
vear include:

Playing on the Swing by 7-
vear-old Hu Xiaozhou won a

prize at the Internatipnal
Children’s Drawing Contest
held recently in Paris.

e A national children’s film
festival started on June 1. Over
20 feature films and 40 cartoons
and puppet films were on show.

® Two thousand children had
a campfire in Beijing's Chil-
dren’s Palace on May 31.
On June 1, the children held
celebrations in Beijing's many
parks.

e On May 31, the Chinese
Medical Association, the Chi-
nese Red Cross Society and five
other organizations held a joint
meeting in Beijing publicizing
children’s health to mark the In-
ternational Year of the Child.

® Major Chinese cities held
children’s concerts which will
extend to August.

e A coramittee for children’s
literature competition has been
set up. Winners will be given
prizes or citations. In the first
half of this year. nearly 1.000
kinds of books for children
were brought out. over 100 of

which were in Tibetan, Mongo-
lian, Uygur and other languages
of the minority peoples.

Light Industry: Readjustment
And Development

Readjustment in the propor-
tion between the wvarious de-
partments of the national
economy is being made in China
today. “Taken as a whole, light
industry will move ahead and
greatly accelerate the pace of

its growth in the course of
readjustment.” This was
underscored by Du Ziduan,

Vice-Minister of Light Industry,
in an interview with corre-
spondents of Gongren Ribao
(Worker's Daily).

The Vice-Minister pointed out
that the proportion between
light industry and heavy in-
dustry must be readjusted.
Since light industry can get
quick returns, efforts should be
made to hasten its expansion
and enable the national
economy as a whole to develop
according to proportion and at
a sustained, high speed.

Vice-Minister Du enumerated
the reasons for concentrating ef-
forts on developing light in-
dustry. He said that the growth
of light industry will (1) im-
prove the living standards of
the people and arouse their
enthusiasm for socialist con-
struction; (2) promote farm pro-
duction; (3) help accumulate
funds and expand foreign trade,
which in turn will speed up the
development of heavy industry;
and (4) expand employment and
make full use of China’s labour
force.

The Vice-Minister listed the
light industrial products that
should be turned out in quantity
without delay:

“
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