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CHRONICLE

June 17

e While meeting two Japanese Socialist Party
delegations, Vice-Premier Li Xiannian pointed out
that previous strategic arms limitation treaties be-
tween the Soviet Union and the United States had
all failed to curb the increase of Soviet nuclear
arms. “We don’t place any hope” on the treaty
to be signed, he said.

June 18

e Vice-Premier Deng Xiaoping met with Da-
wee Chullasapya, Deputy Prime Minister of Thai-
land and President of the World Badminton Fed-
eration. They had a friendly talk about the pres-
ent international situation and the development
of bilateral relations. The day before, Vice-Pre-
mier Li Xiannian said to the Thai guest: “We
firmly support Thailand and other ASEAN coun-
tries in their struggle to safeguard peace in South-

. east Asia and to protect themselves from aggres-

sion and expansion by hegemonism and regional
hegemonism.”

June 19

e During his meeting with the Syrian Charge
d’Affaires ad interim, Vice-Foreign Minister He
Ying reiterated China's firm support for the just
struggle of Syria and other Arab countries to re-
cover the occupied territories and of the Pales-
tinian people to regain their national rights.

June 20 )

e The Second World Badminton Champion-
ships closed in Hangzhou.

June 21

e Vice-Foreign Minister Han Nianlong, in his
meeting with the Charge d'Affaires ad interim of
Afghanistan, lodged a protest with Afghanistan for
repeatedly attacking China by innuendo and by
name.

June 23

e Ye Jianying and Nie Rongzhen, Chairman
and Vice-Chairman of the Standing Committee of
the National People’s Congress, and Peng Zhen,
Director of the Chinese Legislative Affairs Com-
mission, met with Indian doctor Bijay Kumar
Basu, an old friend of the Chinese people, who had
worked in the base areas during the War of Re-
sistance Against Japan.

June 24

e Vice-Premier Li Xiannian met with Joseph
A. Califano, Jr.,, U.S. Secretary of Health, Educa-
tion and Welfare, and his party. During their
visit to China, a protocol on scientific and technical
co-operation in medicine and public health was
signed between the two countries.

~ -y

bt




et

N.P.C. Deputies Discuss

Deputies to the Second Ses-
sion of the Fifth National Peo-
ple’s Congress, which opened on
June 18 in Beijing, are having
discussions in separate groups
in a democratic and joyous at-
mosphere.

On June 18. Premier Hua
Guofeng gave a report on the
work of the government. (See
our last issue for highlights of
the report. The full text will be
published in our next issue.) On
the fourth day of the session, Yu
Qiuli, Vice-Premier and Minister
in Charge of the State Planning
Commission, gave a report on
the 1979 national economic plan
(draft) and Minister of Finance
Zhang Jingfu made a report on
the 1978 final accounts of the
state and on the 1979 state
budget (draft). (See pp. 8-12 [or
the main points))

More than 2.000 members of
the Fifth National Committee of
the Chinese People’s Political
Consultative Conference. who

EVENTS & TRENDS

are having their Second Session
in Beijing, also attended the
N.P.C. session. The C.P.P.C.C.
is a united front organization.

In the last few days, the over
3,400 people’s deputies have
been discussing and examining
the reports in more than 80 sep-
arate groups, freely airing
their views and making various
suggestions and criticisms. There
has emerged a lively political
situation which the people have
long been looking forward to.

As a deputy of Beijing, Pre-
mier Hua Guofeng joined the
other deputies from the capital
in the lively discussions. He also
Joined the groups of deputies
from Tibet, Qinghai and Taiwan
in their discussions.

During the discussions, the
deputies expressed their approv-
al of the report on the work of
the government. They said that
it conformed to the actual situa-
tion and that it showed both the
achievements gained in the 15
months since the First Session

N.P.C. deputies from among the educated
youths who have settled in the countryside.
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of the Fifth N.P.C. last year
and pointed out the problems
and shortcomings still existing
in the country.

Many deputies put forward
suggestions on improving the
work of the government and
criticized certain erroneous ways
of doing things and some un-
healthy phenomena. All the
speakers unanimously endorsed
the principle of readjusting, re-
constructing, consolidating and
improving the national econ-
omy, and considered it highly
necessary.

The suggestions made by the
deputies are many-sided. Some
are related to major issues in
China’s political and economic
life. For instance. Song Yiping,
Secretary-General of the Chi-
nese Academy of Social Sciences,
recommended to Premier Hua
Guofeng a copy of material on
the development of urban collec-
tive undertakings. After read-
ing it, Premier Hua said that
employment was an outstanding
problem today and that more
ways should be worked out to
develop undertakings run col-
lectively so as to provide more
jobs. There used to be a stipu-
lation, Premier Hua recalled,
that the wages of workers in
undertakings under collective
ownership doing the same kind
of work should not exceed those
of similar workers in state enter-
prises. This was not reasonable,
he said. If workers in the col-
lective undertakings created
more wealth, they should re-
ceive higher wages and have
more welfare facilities. Lin
Hujia, Chairman of the Beijing
Municipal Revolutionary Com-
mittee, said that Beijing had
already followed this principle.
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Guangxi and

Numerous Motions Submitted.
The Committee for Examining
Motions received 424 motions
from the deputies in the first
five days of the session.

The first motion was put for-
ward by seven deputies from
Yunnan Province in south-
west China. They proposed that
measures be taken to ensure that
the N.P.C. deputies can con-
stantly acquaint themselves with
political, economic, cultural and
educational affairs of the coun-
try. make social investigations
and participate in the study and
discussion of some government
work.

Deputy Yuan Xuefen, a noted
actress of Shaoxing opera. was
on sick leave. She submitted a
motion in written form suggest-

ing that measures be taken
forbidding leading cadres to
use their position and power

to seek personal gains for them-
selves and their relatives.

The Committee for Examin-
ing Motions will attach opinions

Yunnan

who had taken part in

on each of the motions and pass
them on to the departments
for consideration.
The committee will make a re-
port to the session after examin-
ing all the motions.

concerned

Social Ethics

Socialist ethics in China was
praised by people at home and
abroad in the 50s and the early
60s. In only a few years fol-
lowing the birth of New China,
a new morality — love for the
motherland, the collective and
labour, respect law and
order, and a high sense of dis-
cipline — had replaced the self-
ishness, immoral conduct and
malpractices characteristic of
old China.

for

In recent however,
some problems have arisen in
social ethics, the mental outlook
of the young people in par-
ticular. The older generation is
concerned, and some foreign
friends are a bit worried about
certain unhealthy phenomena

years,

they have come across in China.

Whys and Wherefores. Social
ethics reflects the political,
economic and cultural situation
prevalent in a society. The
undesirable tendencies in China
today are the evil consequences
of the damage done to the coun-
try’s politics, economy and cul-
ture in recent years.

Chaos was created by Lin
Biao and the “gang of four” for
over a decade in the political
life of our Party and state; they
muddled up the concept of right
and wrong and the criteria for
good and bad conduct in peo-
ple’s minds. Revolutionary and
good people were
while

persecuted,

counter-revolutionary
could have their way
under the pretext of “making
revolution,” and even beating,
smashing and

forces

looting were
termed “‘revolutionary actions.”
As a result. the scum of the old
society seized the opportunity
to fish in troubled waters.

The national economy was
seriously undermined, and both
China's age-old
and

[ine cultural
the new culture
developed after liberation were
totally negated. There was
much to be desired in the peo-
ple’s material and cultural
well-being, and owing to the
difficulties they encountered in
getting a job or continuing their
studies, many young people
were depressed and at the
All this gave rise to
the spread of bad influences in
society.

legacy

crossroads.

How to Remedy the Situation.
The primary task at present is
to work for the four moderniza-
tions and push forward the na-
tional economy, for only in this
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