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CHRONICLE

June 26.

e Premier Hua Guofeng met a Pakistan labour
delegation led by Minister of Labour and Manpower
Faiz Ali Chisti. They had a friendly conversation
on the further development of Sino-Pakistan rela-
tions and about the situation in the Middle East,
South Asia and Southeast Asia.

June 28.

e When he met with the new Venezuelan Am-
bassador to China Regulo Burelli Rivas, Chinese
Foreign Minister Huang Hua said that China has
always sympathized with and supported the
Nicaraguan people in their just struggle to over-
throw Somoza’s reactionary dictatorship. He ex-
pressed appreciation of the efforts made by Vene-
zuela, Mexico and other Latin American countries
in support of the Nicaraguan people.

e During the Sino-Vietnamese negotiations
in Beijing, head of the Chinese delegation Han
Nianlong expressed the hope that the Vietnamese
side would carefully study and consider the eight-
point principled proposal of the Chinese side.

July 1.

e On the 58th anniversary of the founding of
the Communist Party of China, Renmin Ribao, organ
of the C.P.C. Central Committee, published a com-
mentary. The day before, it published an editorial
on the anniversary. Party members were called
upon to play an exemplary role among the people
and correct all unhealthy behaviour within the
Party.

e The Second Session of the Fifth National
People's Congress closed in Beijing.

e At the .meeting with Sri Lanka Foreign
Minister A.C.S. Hameed, Premier Hua Guofeng
pointed out that the forcible expulsion of great
numbers of refugees by the Vietnamese authorities
had become a major issue of concern to
Southeast Asian and many other countries, He said
that the Chinese Government supported the stand
concerning Vietnamese refugees taken by the latest
conference of ASEAN Foreign Ministers, as well as
the proposal to study and solve this problem at
an international conference to be called by the
United Nations.




The Second Session of the
Fifth National People’s Con-
gress closed on July 1.

During the two-week meet-
ing in the Great Hall of the
People in Beijing, the N.P.C.
deputies aired their views freely
as they discussed the work of
the state on various fronts. The
session has

— approved Premier Hua
Guofeng’s Report on the Work
of the Government;

— approved the 1979 national
economic plan and Vice-Premier
Yu Qiuli’s report;

— approved the 1978 final ac-
counts of the state, the 1979
budget and Minister of Finance
Zhang Jingfu’s report;

— adopted a resolution on
amendments to some provisions
of the Constitution;

— passed  seven
laws (see pp. 32-36);

important

—elected Peng Zhen, Xiao
Jingguang, Zhu Yunshan and
Shi Liang to the vice-chair-
manship of the N.P.C. Standing
Committee and endorsed, at the
recommendation of Premier
Hua Guofeng, the nomination of
Chen Yun, Bo Yibo and Yao
Yilin as Vice-Premiers of the
State Council and Fang Yi as
President of the Chinese Acad-
emy of Sciences;

— adopted a resolution on the
report on the work of the N.P.C.
Standing Committee and an-
other one on the reports on the
work of the Supreme People’s
Court and the Supreme People's
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Procuratorate, and expressed
satisfaction with these reports;

—elected a  Nationalities
Committee of the Fifth Nation-
al People’s Congress composed
of 81 deputies of various na-
tionalities = with Ngapoi
Ngawang Jigmi (Tibetan) as its
chairman;

— approved a report by the
Committee for Examining Mo-
tions. In the course of the ses-
sion, the deputies tabled 1,890
motions, which was an un-
precedented number. In the
light of the specific contents of
these motions, the committee
put forward its views and
sent them to the various depart-
ments concerned which were
required to report to the N.P.C.
Standing Committee on how
they had handled these motions.
The N.P.C. Standing Committee
will have to make a report on
this to the next session.

- Chairman Ye Speaks at Closing

Session. In his closing speech,
Chairman Ye Jianying said that
the deputies were unanimous
in the opinion that Premier Hua
Guofeng’s Report on the Work
of the Government was a
programmatic document guid-
ing the nation in the work of
socialist modernization.

Chairman Ye said that im-
plementation of the policy of
readjustment, restructuring,
consolidation and improvement
would ensure a sustained, high-
speed development of the
national economy on a firm
footing.

He noted that the session had
achieved important results in
strengthening socialist democ-

racy and the socialist legal
system. After this session, he
added, the N.P.C. Standing
Committee would, on the basis
of the opinions put forward by
many deputies, speed up the
work of drafting the civil law,
the law of civil procedure, the
marriage law, the family plan-
ning law, the factory law, the
labour law, the contract law,
the energy law and the law of
environmental protection. The
State Council as well as the local
people’s congresses and local
people’s governments at vari-
ous levels, too, should work
out various necessary rules and
regulations within the scope of
their powers.

Everyone must abide by the
laws of the state, he stressed.
No leading cadres at any level
would be allowed to have the
privilege of placing themselves
above the law.

To develop socialist democ-
racy, he said, it was necessary
to constantly strengthen and
perfect our people’s congress
system, bring into full play the
role of the people's congresses
at various levels and their
standing committees as the
organs of state power. The gen-
eral elections of people's dep-
uties at the county level and
below must be carried out well
on a fully prepared basis so as
to ensure that outstanding per-
sons truly representing the in-
terests of the people were elect-
ed. On the questions of how
the people’s deputies should
establish regular contacts with
the electors, how they should
fully exercise their functions
and powers, how the people’s
congresses at various levels
should meet at regular intervals
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and how their standing com-
mittees should do their work

effectively and authoritatively, -

he said that the experiences in
these respects should be sum-
med up and that appropriate
provisions should be worked out
so as to systematize and perfect
them step by step.

C.P.P.C.C. Session. Meanwhile,
the Second Session of the Fifth
National Committee of the Chi-
nese People’s Political Consul-
tative Conference, a united
front organization has also
achieved successful results after
an 18-day meeting which closed
on July 2. When it was in
session. its members attended
the Second Session of the Fifth
N.P.C. as observers. A resolu-
tion adopted at the session
declared that the C.P.P.C.C.
Chairman Deng Xiaoping's
opening speech (see Beijing Re-
view, issue No. 25) was a prog-
ramme of action for the united
front. and the people’s political
consultative conference during
this new period. The resolution
expressed support for Premier
Hua Guofeng’s Report on the
Work of the Government and
the other reports as well as the
draft laws. The session elected
Liu Lantao, Lu Dingyi, Li
Weihan, Hu Yuzhi, Wang Kun-
lun and Bangen Erdini Quoigyi
Gyancan (Tibetan) as additional

National Committee.

N.P.C. Approves Premier
Hua’s Report

The Second Session of the
Fifth National People’s Con-
gress has adopted a resolution
approving Premier Hua Guo-
feng's Report on the Work of
the Government. The resolution
said:

1. The session expresses sat-
isfaction with the work of the
government since the First Ses-
sion of the Fifth National Peo-
ple’s Congress held in March
last year.

2. The session considers that
the various tasks and the series
of policy measures concerning
the present work of the govern-
ment put forward by the State
Council are correct. The Report
on the Work of the Government
has, by applying the fundamen-
tal principles of Marxism-
Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought,
made an analysis, that con-
forms to the objective reality,
of the changes in the situation
of class struggle and the prin-
cipal contradiction at the pres-
ent stage in China, and has
adopted correct policies accord-
ingly. This is of major signifi-
cance to maintaining social and
political stability and unity
over a long period of time in
China and to accelerating the
four modernizations.

3. The session deems it a nec-
essary, correct and entirely pos-
itive policy to devote a period
of three years beginning 1979 to
readjusting, restructuring, con-
solidating and improving the
national economy.

4. The session deems it es-
sential to strengthen socialist

democracy and the socialist
legal system. At present, it is .
necessary to pay full attention
to strengthening legislative and
judicial work so as to perfect
the socialist legal system step
by step. At the same time, it is
necessary to make great efforts
to help the governments at
various levels carry out their
work independently and to
strengthen discipline and raise
the working efficiency of the ad-
ministrative organs, enterprises
and other undertakings at vari-
ous levels. The people’s right
to run the country and their
other democratic rights must be
guaranteed through a system
and necessary measures. Effec-
tive struggles must be waged
against various evil practices
fhat undermine socialist democ-
racy and the socialist legal
system.

5. The session holds that the

analysis made in the report
concerning the current inter-
national situation is correct.

The session fully endorses the
government'’s line and policy in
foreign affairs and its position
and principles in handling
China’s relations with Viet
Nam, the United States and the
Soviet Union.

6. The session calls on the
people of all nationalities
throughout the country —
workers, peasants, intellectuals
and all patriots in support of
socialism —to  closely  rally
round the banner of Marxism-
Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought
and the Central Committee of
the Communist Party of China
headed by Comrade Hua Guo-
feng, and work hard to speed up
the transformation of China
into a modern, powerful so-
cialist country.
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