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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WEEK

Medical Service in China

In an exclusive interview with
our correspondent, Minister of
Public Health Qian Xinzhong
explains the policy and guide-
lines for the modernization of
medicine in China (p. 17). In a
companion piece there is a news
report about Shanghai’s hos-
pitals and doctors (p. 21).

Theoretical Discussion

The concluding parts of a
discussion on class and class
struggle are published in this
issue. The third part is about
the target of class struggle in
China today, and the fourth and
last part takes up the ques-
tion of whether there is class
struggle among the people
themselves. Opinions differ and
the discussion is still on (p. 13).

Don’t Turn Back the Clock

U.S. Republican presidential
candidate Reagan’s - statement
that he supports the re-establish-
ment of U.S. “official relations™
with Taiwan has aroused the
attention of the Chinese people.
If this should happen, says
Renmin Ribao Commentator, il
would amount to turning back
the clock and would wreck
Sino-U.S. relations (p. 8).

Vietnamese Refugees

More than 16,000 refugees
fled Viet Nam and arrived in
Southeast Asian countries last
month. The exodus is expected
toe continue. Why do so many
people risk their lives and flee
their own country? An on-the-
spot investigation at a reception
centre throws some light on this
question (p. 10).

Moving Towards Fascist
Dictatorship

With the setting up of a
“special committee for national
security measures,” the south
Korean authorities are clamping
down a fascist dictatorship on
the people there who demand
basic human rights and dem-
ocratization of politics (p. 9).

Facets of Chinese Life

Collecting folk songs (p. 29);
Bing Xin, 80-year-old writer of
children’s stories and a popular
evening newspaper (p. 28).
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CHINA

EVENTS & TRENDS

POLITICAL

Improving Party Leadership

The honorary title of “model
Communist Party member” was
conferred on Qian Sangiang, a
well-known nuclear physicist,
at a meeting convened ‘recently
by the Party committees of
departments directly under the
Chinese Academy of Sciences.
Since he joined the Party in the
early post-liberation years, he
has been working conscientious-
ly. Amicable and easy of ap-
proach and never seeking priv-
ileges even after becoming
vice-president of the academy,
he is acknowledged as an exem-
plary leading comrade.

The Tianjin municipal Party
committee decided to dismiss
Ma Shukui from his post as
secretary of the Party commit-
tee of Jixian County which is
under the jurisdiction of Tian-
jin. The reason was that Ma
obstructed the rehabilitation of
a comrade who had been wrong-
ly accused. Feng Qin, a deputy
secretary of the Tianjin munic-
ipal Party committee, was
severely criticized for support-

-

ing Ma and his implication in
this case. Feng was transferred
to work

level.

These are only two examples
of upholding and improving
Party leadership and raising its
fighting capacity, a major issue
which was discussed at the
Fifth Plenary Session of the
Party’s 11th Central Commit-
tee last February. Since then,
vigorous efforts have been made
to strengthen Party - disci-
pline and rectify its style of
work. The guiding principles
for inner-Party political life and
the draft revision of the Party
Constitution, both adopted at
the session, have become the
basic materials for educating
the Party members. Responsi-
ble members of Party organi-
zations in many localities,
departments and army units
have taken the lead to give the
members their first lessons after
Party classes were resumed.

Renmin Ribao recently pub-
lished an article by its Special
Commentator on the question

of upholding and improving
Party leadership. The main
points are:

Gong Benyan (Ist, left).

secretary

of the Party com-

mitlee apd director of a heavy machinery plant in north-
east CI}mn's Heilongjiang Province, discussing produc-
tion problems with technicians and workers.
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at the grass-roots.

Basic Conditions for Leadership.
What is Party leadership? How
is it maintained, tested and
reinforced? Lenin's answer was
given in his “Left-Wing” Com-
munism, an Infantile Disorder:
first, it is done by the class
consciousness of the proletarian
vanguard, its devotion to the
revolution, its perseverance,
self-sacrifice and heroism; sec-
ondly, by its ability to link
itself with and keep in close
touch with the masses; and
thirdly, by the correctness of
the political leadership exercis-
ed by this vanguard, the cor-
rectness of its political strategy
and tactics, provided that the
broadest masses have been con-
vinced by their own experience
that they are correct. These
conditions, Lenin pointed out,
can be obtained only through
prolonged effort and hard-won
experience.

Lenin’s viewpoints are rec-
ognized as the basic conditions
for a Marxist political party to
maintain its leadership.

For a long time in the past,
Party leadership was based on
these three conditions. In the
light of China's concrete con-
ditions, our Party has summed
up a whole series of principles
and methods ensuring correct
leadership. This led to the
victory of the revolution.

Since liberation, our Party
has become the ruling Party.
With this change in status, and
with the Party leading every-
thing and enjoying high pres-
tige, some comrades began to
think that the Party has “unlim-
ited” power, gradually forget-
ting how the Party’s prestige was
built up. With great power in
their hands, they did not listen
to the opinions of the masses and
became divorced from reality,
and they even thought that the
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correct political line, principles
and policies came from the
minds of those in power instead
of from the masses and prac-
tice. As a result, certain devia-
tions began to arise. Ties with
the masses were not as close as
before, the principle of demo-
cratic centralism was not adher-
ed to, and there were arbitrary
decisions by individuals. Worse
still, for a period of time the
anarchist trend of thought was
allowed to spread unchecked.
Party leadership was thus weak-
ened. and Lin Biao and the
gang of four took advantage of
all this to undermine the Party.

Important Measures. In the
past few years, the Party Cen-
tral Committee has taken ef-
fective measures to solve these
problems step by step. The
Third Plenary Session of the
Party’s 11th Central Committee
in December 1978 restored and
carried forward the dialectical
materialist ideological line and
clearly defined the Party’s po-
litical line for the new period.
At its Fourth Plenary Session
in September 1979, the histori-
cal experience of the past 30
years was summed up and at
the same time a correct organi-
zational line was formulated.
The Fifth Plenary Session went
further to solve major problems
concerning the organizational
line, elected additional members
to the Standing Committee of
the Political Bureau and set up
the Secretariat of the Party
Central Committee, thereby
ensuring collective leadership
in the supreme Party organ.
At the same time, the system
of collective successors to the
revolutionary cause has been
introduced. This ensures the
stability and continuity of the
Party’s political line, and is an
extremely important measure
for improving Party leadership.

The Party has also redressed
many cases of people unjustly
and falsely charged or sentenc-
ed — cases left over from his-
tory —and is perfecting the
socialist legal system. The Party
Central Committee has set up
the Central Commission for
Inspecting Discipline, strength-
ened Party discipline and rec-
tified its style of work, opposed
the practice of seeking privi-
leges, called for the overcoming
of bureaucracy, educated the
membership to carry forward
the Party’s fine style of work,
and dealt seriously with Party
cadres who violated law and
discipline. = These important
measures, warmly supported by
the people, have resulted in
closer ties between the Party
and the masses.

The Need to Wage Resolute
Struggle. Remnant forces and
ideological vestiges of the gang
of four, however, still exist and
are exerting some influence,
and there are some people who
do not carry out the Party’s
political line, principles and
policies. This must be resolute-
ly dealt with.

Bureaucracy is a big obstacle
to improving Party leadership
and accomplishing the four mod-
ernizations. Persistent strug-
gles must be waged against it.
But as Lenin pointed out,
bureaucracy, unlike tumor,
could not be destroyed all at
once and wiped off the face of
the earth. A protracted and
arduous struggle is needed.

Interference from anarchist
and bourgeois-liberal trends of
thought should not be overlook-
ed. Since they encourage wor-
ship of the spontaneity of the
masses, corrode and slacken the
Party’s organizational discipline
and sap its fighting will, they
should be combated by all
means.

ECONOMIC

Restructuring the
Agricultural Economy

Since the readjustment of
China’s national economy start-
ed last year, steps have been
taken to change the irrational
structure of the agricultural
economy in line with the natural
characteristics of the various
areas. A change has thus been
made to the former practice of
overstressing grain production
at the expense of industrial
crops, forestry, animal hus-
bandry, sideline occupations and
fishery.

Fields inappropriately reclaim-
ed for the cultivation of crops
have been turned again into
pasturelands. Grasslands and
forests are being restored and
expanded, reasonable cultiva-
tion plans have been drawn up
and natural resources are being
adequately used —all for the
expansion of production. Owing
to the increase of yield per unit
area, China's output of grain
last year registered an increase
of 25 million tons, or a 9 per
cent increase, over that of 1978,
though the grain acreage in 1979
was reduced by 2 million hec-
tares. Compared with 1978, the
output of meat, oil-bearing
crops, beetroot, silkworm co-
coons and tea in 1979 rose by 15
to 24 per cent. Cotton output
also went up. (See Communique
on Fulfilment of China's 1979
National Economic Plan publish-
ed in Beijing Review, Nos. 19
and 20, 1980.)

Zhejiang Province in east
China is a typical example
showing the benefits of re-
adjusting the agricultural eco-
nomy. The province has an area
of more than 100,000 square
kilometres, of which 70 per
cent are mountainous areas, 10
per cent water surfaces and 20

Beijing Review, No. 25

'Y

s






	img001.pdf
	img002.pdf
	img003.pdf
	img004.pdf

