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Eternal Glory to Soong Ching Ling




LETTERS

Condolences on Soong Ching
Ling's Death

Deeply grieved to hear sad news
of passing of Madame Soong Ching
Ling. We have all lost a great
woman who was an indefatigable
worker for the active participation
of women in the progress of New
China.

Donna Walker, Jonathan
Zatkin, Jerry Zatkin,
Tanya Zatkin
Cable from San Francisco.
U.S.A.

Economic Readjustment

When the talk about the “prob-
lem concerning whole sets of
equipment” between China and
Japan went around, your magazine
published an article by your
correspondent Zhou Jin entitled
“Further Economic Readjustment:
A Break With ‘Leftist’ Thinking"”
in issue No. 12 and Liu Guangdi’'s
article entitled *“Answering Our
Readers: Why Is China Striving
to Wipe Out Its Deficit?” in issue
No. 15. I read those two articles
with great interest.

I fully understand China's
viewpoints on ‘“economic read-

justment,” which are absolutely
different from the Keynesian
policy of stimulating economic
development by resorting to
financial deficits and inflation.

Wish you would publish more
articles explaining why the situa-
tion has developed the way it had.

Hidenobu Murakami
Yamato, Japan

The new column “Notes From
the Editors” provides a better
understanding of concrete events
in China, especially in relationship
to China’s policy of readjustment
and suspension of contracts with
other countries. Now I have a
deeper understanding of this
policy. From the column “Letters”
I realize I am not the only one
who was a little confused about
your “slowdown” in economic
construction. Maybe you can
better understand why some of us
outside China were somewhat dis-
appainted about China’s new poli-
cies. This is a result of the infor-
mation for many years under the
gang of four. Recalling the articles
in your magazine over the past few
vears, I find they were all about
building up water conservancy
and doing other large-scale eco-
nomic construction projects. But
now things are different. Your an-
swers are good. Naturally, too high
an accumulation rate might have

destructive effects on working
morale, I have come to know that
metaphysical communism over-
looks this fact and ignores the
psyche of the people.

Peter Romen
Lochau, Austria

Financial Deficit

The article “Report on the Read-
justment of the 1981 National
Economic Plan and State Revenue
and Expenditure” in issue No. 11
is convincing. The report explicit-
ly elaborates on the cause of the
1980 financial deficit, which came
to 12,000 million yuan. The figure
is larger than expected. It can be
seen as an unavoidable factor in
the modernization process. We
look forward to and follow wit
interest your reforms and policies
in the future,

Tsuyoshi Seki
Chiba, Japan

Your letters are welcome.
Because of space limitations,
we can only print a selection.
Condensations are made for
the sake of brevity or clarity.
— Ed.
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POLITICAL

EVENTS & TRENDS

The Nation Mourns Soong Ching Ling

HE death of Soong Ching

Ling, Honorary President
of the People's Republic of
China, was mourned across the
nation. The memorial meeting
held on June 3 in the Great Hall
of the People in Beijing climax-
ed a series of memorial activi-
ties in honour of this great
woman who dedicated her life
™ the cause of the Chinese peo-
ple. On that day, the national
flag was flown at half-mast all
over the country and recrea-
tional activities were suspend-
ed.

Memorial Meeting

The memorial meeting, at-
tended by 10,000 people, was
presided over by Hu Yao-
bang, General Secretary of the
C.PC. Central Committee.
Deng Xiaoping, Vice-Chairman
of the C.P.C. Central Commit-
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tee, delivered the memorial
speech. The meeting was tele-

vised live to all parts of the
country.
In the memorial speech,

Deng Xiaoping praised Soong
Ching Ling as “one of the
founders of the People’s Repub-
lic of China,” “a leader whom
the people of all nationalities in
China, including Taiwan compa-
triots and overseas Chinese, love
and respect from the bottom of
their hearts, a great patriotic,
democratic, internationalist and
communist fighter known
throughout the world, a long-
tested vanguard in defence of
world peace, and an outstand-
ing member of the Communist
Party of China.” Deng Xiaoping
recounted the magnificent deeds
of Soong Ching Ling in various
periods of the Chinese revolu-
tion over the past 70 years.

Noting that she had devoted all
her life to the cause of people’s
democracy and socialism and
to the cause of world peace and
progress of mankind, he said
that she will live for ever in
the hearts of the people of all
nationalities in China and in
the hearts of the Chinese Com-
munists. (For full text of the
speech see p. 6.)

Soong Ching Ling died of
chronic lymphocytic leukemia
at her residence in Beijing at
20:18 hours on May 29 at the
age of 90. She became critical-
ly ill on May 14, and she failed
to respond to medical treat-
ment in spite of emergency
treatment by the doctors. Dur-
ing her illness, 11 announce-
ments on her condition were
issued, and Party and state
leaders in the capital visited
her at her residence.
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A procession along Changan Boulevard on June 2 escorting
the body of Comrade Soong Ching Ling to a crematorium.

Upon receiving the news of
her illness, her grand-daugh-
ters Pearl Suiying Sun Lin and
Rose Suihua Sun Tchang resid-
ing in the United States and
Venus Shing Kung Tai resid-
ing in Aomen (Macao) and
other relatives came to Beijing
to see her and look after her.

The C.P.C. Central Commit-
tee, the Standing Committee of
the National People’s Congress
and the State Council decided to
hold a state funeral for the
Honorary President as a tribute
to her and an expression of the
profound grief of the people of
the whole country.

A funeral committee, made
up of 393 people, was set up. It
included Party and state
leaders, responsible persons of
various areas, departments,
democratic parties and people’s
organizations, and friends and
relatives of Soong Ching Ling
as well as foreign friends.
Concrete arrangements for the
memorial activities were an-
nounced by the committee.

Cables to Close Relatives

The funeral committee cabled
Soong Ching Ling’s relatives
in the United States, Taiwan
and Xianggang (Hongkong), in-
forming them of her death. The
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relatives include her sister
Soong Meiling, her daughter-
in-law Chen Shuying, her
brother T.L. Soong and his
wife, her sisters-in-law Mrs.
T.V. Soong and Mrs. T.A. Soong
and her nephews Chiang
Ching-kuo and Chiang Wei-
kuo*. The funeral committee
invited Soong Ching Ling’s rel-
atives and friends in Taiwan
to attend her funeral and made
arrangements for flights of Tai-
wan’s China Airlines to land at
Beijing Airport or Honggiao
Airport in Shanghai.

Other Memorial Activities

From May 31 to June 2,
Party and state leaders, lead-
ing members of various depart-
ments of the Party, govern-
ment and the People’s Libera-
tion Army, democratic parties,
people’s organizations, the Bei-
jing municipality, and repre-
sentatives from all walks of
diplomatic envoys and
foreign friends in Beijing total-
ling 120,000 went to the Great
Hall of the People to pay their
last respects to the Honorary
President. Draped with the
flag of the Chinese Communist
Party, the body of Soong Ching
Ling lay in state amid flowers
in a crystal sarcophagus.
There were wreaths presented

by Soong Ching Ling'’s
daughter-in-law Chen Shuying,
grand-daughters Pearl Suiying
Sun Lin, Rose Suihua Sun
Tchang and other relatives.
Party and state leaders, Soong
Ching Ling's relatives and rep-
resentatives of various walks
of life stood vigil by the bier.

On the afternoon of June 2,
nearly one million people in
Beijing lined the streets to bid
farewell to the Honorary Pres-
ident when the hearse drove
slowly along Changan Bou-
levard from the Great Hall of
the People to the crematorium.

Burial in Shanghai

Soong Ching Ling was
great and modest woman. She
never expressed the wish to be
buried in Dr. Sun Yat-sen's
Mausoleum in Nanjing as the
wife of the great forerunner of
China’s democratic revolution.
Recently, she made it known
more than once that she want-
ed to be buried in Shanghai by
the side of the tombs of her
parents and her maid servant
Li Sue who had been with her
for 50 years and who had died
recently.

In accordance with her wish,
her ashes were taken to Shang-
hai by a special plane and
buried in the Soong's grave-
yard in the Wanguo Cemeter

An Example for All Generations

For days on end, articles in
memory of Soong Ching Ling
were published in the newspa-
pers all over China and special
programmes Wwere broadcast
over the radio and television
network. Many Chinese and
foreign public figures wrote
reminiscences of the days when

* The Beijing Bureau of Long
Distance Telecommunications re-
ceived an “urgent cable” from the
Taibei Telegraph Bureau saying
that the funeral committee’s cables
were ‘“rejected.”
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they had worked together with
her. In its editorial, the Party
organ Renmin Ribao praised
Soong Ching Ling as a gem of
the nation and a revolutionary
with high morality and in-
tegrity who had set an example
for all generations to follow.

Soong Ching Ling’s death
had repercussions throughout
the world. Messages of con-
dolences were sent by the
heads of state or government,
leaders of congresses or parlia-
ments, political parties, social
M-canizations and individuals.
weaders of many countries
went to the Chinese embassies
to mourn the death of Soong
Ching Ling.

FOREIGN
RELATIONS

Belgian King Visits China

King Baudouin I and Queen
Fabiola of Belgium paid an
official visit to China from May
25 to June 5.

King Baudouin is the first
Belgian head of state to come to
this country. In 1961 Queen

qlisabeth. grandmother  of
the Belgian King, visited

China at the advanced age
of 8 and made a great
contribution to the promotion of
mutual understanding and
friendship between the two
countries. The tour of King
Baudouin I marks the beginning
of a new stage in the develop-
ment of bilateral relations.

International Situation. Peng
Zhen, Vice-Chairman of the
N.P.C. Standing Committee,
hosted a banquet given in the
name of Chairman Ye Jianying
for the distinguished guests.
Deng Xiaoping and Zhao Ziyang
met with the king and had
talks with him on separate
occasions. The Chinese side ex-
pressed the opinion that because
of the increasingly serious threat
to world peace and security
posed by hegemonist aggression
and expansion, opposition to war
has become the urgent task of
peace-loving countries and peo-
ple the world over. The Chi-
nese leaders paid tribute to
Belgium for its efforts over the
years in helping build a united
and strong Europe and in safe-
guarding world peace.

Bilateral Relations. Since the
establishment of diplomatic re-
lations in 1971, governmental

and non-governmental friendly
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Premier Zhao Ziyang with the Belgian King and Queen.
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EVENTS & TRENDS

exchanges between the two
countries have increased, scien-
tific and technical co-operation
has developed rapidly and trade
has been growing. The pros-
pects for economic co-operation
are bright. In the talks, the
Chinese side expressed its ap-
preciation of the positive stand
taken by the Belgian Govern-
ment to develop bilateral rela-
tions. China is willing to
strengthen its co-operation with
all of Europe including Belgium.

King Baudouin I expressed
the wish to further develop
bilateral relations in the fields
of science, culture, technology,
trade and industry.

News in Brief

Condolences on President Rah-

man’s Death. Chairman Ye
Jianying and Premier Zhao
Ziyang on May 31 sent a

message to Abdus Sattar, Act-
ing President of Bangladesh,
extending deep condolences on
the death of President Ziaur
Rahman. The message paid
tribute to President Ziaur Rah-
man for his contributions to the
development of friendly rela-
tions and co-operation between
China and Bangladesh. It ex-
pressed confidence that the
Bangladesh people will carry
out the behests of the late Pres-
ident and continue to work for
the building of an independent
and prosperous Bangladesh.

Condolences on President Agui-
lera’s Death. On behalf of the
Chinese Government. and peo-
ple, Premier Zhao Ziyang on
May 26 sent a message extend-
ing condolences to the Ecua-
doran Government and people
on the death of Jaime Roldos
Aguilera, President of the Re-
public of Ecuador, in a plane
crash.




Articles & Documents

ITH deep grief, we pay tribute today to the

memory of Comrade Soong Ching Ling,
one of the founders of the People’s Republic of
China. Honorary President of the People’s Re-
public of China, a leader whom the people of
all nationalities in China, including Taiwan
compatriots and overseas Chinese, love and
respect from the bottom of their hearts, a great
patriotic, democratic, internationalist and com-
munist fighter known throughout the world, a
long-tested vanguard in defence of world peace,
and an outstanding member of the Communist
Party of China. i

Despite all treatment, " Comrade Soong
Ching Ling died of chronic lymphocytic leuke-
mia at 20:18 hours on May 29, 1981, in Beijing
at the age of 90.

A native of Wenchang County. Guangdong
Province, Comrade Soong Ching Ling from her
early years followed the great revolutionary,
Dr. Sun Yat-sen, and devoted herself to the
cause of the democratic revolution. In 1913 she
became Dr. Sun Yat-sen's secretary, taking
charge of his vast correspondence, including
confidential letters from China and abroad, and
other day-to-day work. She married Dr. Sun
Yat-sen in 1915. She was firm, loyal, prudent
and modest, and always remained Dr. Sun’s
close comrade-in-arms and able assistant. In
May 1921, Dr. Sun Yat-sen took office as the
Extraordinary President of the Republic of
China. In June the following year, Chen Jiong-
ming turned against the revolution and bom-
barded the presidential mansion. His reb-
el forces pressed on and the situation became
critical. Comrade Soong Ching Ling refused to
leave the mansion before the others. She said
to Dr. Sun: “China can do without me, but
cannot do without you.” She insisted that Dr.

6

Memorial Speech
By Vice-Chairman
Deng Xiaoping

Sun be evacuated from the danger area before
her. Then escorted by guards, she broke
through the battle lines. As a result, her healt‘
was irreparably impaired. This heroic action is
but one indication of Comrade Soong Ching
Ling’s staunch will and outstanding courage
that underscored her dedication to the cause of
revolution.

Comrade Soong Ching Ling did a great deal
of active and practical work during Dr. Sun
Yat-sen's consultations with representatives of
the Communist Party of China on matters of
co-operation and in his discussions with envoys
sent by Lenin. She firmly supported the Three
People’s Principles, of which Dr. Sun Yat-sen
made a new interpretation in the Manifesto of
the First National Congress of the Kuomintang
of China, namely, the new Three People’s Prin-
ciples of alliance with Russia, alliance with the
Communist Party and assistance to the peasants
and the workers. In order to solve the problems
of the unification and construction of Chin:
Dr. Sun Yat-sen, despite grave dangers and
against all advice to the contrary, travelled to
north China in November 1924. Comrade Soong
Ching Ling accompanied him with great resolu-
tion. Dr. Sun Yat-sen died of illness in Beijing
on March 12, 1925. It was Comrade Soong
Ching Ling who publicized Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s
testament to China and the world. Shortly
afterwards, speaking with the force of justice,
she denounced the Right wing of the Kuomin-
tang and plunged into the work of preparing
for the Northern Expedition.

During the Second National Congress of
the Kuomintang of China in January 1926,
Comrade Soong Ching Ling resolutely imple-
mented Dr. Sun Yat-sen's three great policies,
worked in close co-operation with the Chinese
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Communists, and struggled against the Right
wing of the Kuomintang. After the April
12, 1927 counter-revolutionary coup in Shanghai,
Comrade Soong Ching Ling and many Kuomin-
tang Left wingers as well as the Chinese Com-
munists Mao Zedong, Dong Biwu, Yun Daiying,
Lin Boqu and Wu Yuzhang issued a joint
message in denunciation of Chiang Kai-shek.
On the eve of the open betrayal of the revolu-
. tion by the Wang Jingwei government in
Wuhan, she again issued a Statement in Protest
Against the Violation of Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s Rev-
olutionary Principles and Policies, declaring that
she would sever all relations with those who
were renegades to the cause of Dr. Sun Yat-sen.
On August 1, Comrade Soong Ching Ling, Com-
rade Mao Zedong and 20 others issued a
declaration in the name of Central Committee
members of the Kuomintang, solemnly exposing

" the betrayal of Chiang Kai-shek and Wang

Jingwei. On the day of the Nanchang Uprising,
a revolutionary committee composed of Zhou
Enlai and 24 others was formed and, though
Comrade Soong Ching Ling was not in Nan-
chang at the time, she was elected to the seven-
member presidium of the revolutionary com-
mittee. In August 1927, she made a long and
arduous journey to the Soviei Union to seek
the road to victory for the Chinese revolution.

During the first two years of the 10-year
civil war, Comrade Soong Ching Ling partic-
ipated in a series of important international
anti-imperialist activities in the Soviet Union
and France and, in 1929, she was elected
honorary chairman of the second congress of
the anti-imperialist league. She subsequently
became one of the principal leaders of the world

” )anti-fascist movement,

After Comrade Soong Ching Ling returned
to China, she gave wholehearted support to the
political stand of the Chinese Communist Party
and resolutely rejected any post offered to her
on the Central Committee of the Kuomintang
and in the government. This action served to
defy the KMT threats and lures. She time and
again stated her profound yearning for the
cause of socialism. She solemnly pointed out
in an article she wrote in 1931 that the Kuomin-
tang had long since betrayed its revolutionary
policies and that its various factions, backed by
warlords, were all trying to curry favour with
the imperialists*and slaughtering the Chinese
masses. “Only a revolution based on the masses
and serving them can smash the power of the
warlords and politicians, shake off the yoke of
imperialism and realize socialism.” In the 1930s,
when she was engaged in revolutionary activi-
ties in Shanghai, she established a profound
revolutionary friendship with the great com-
munist Lu Xun. Together with Lu Xun, Cai
Yuanpei, Yang Xingfo and others, she organized
the China League for Civil Rights, and waged
tit-for-tat struggles against the Kuomintang
reactionaries, protecting and rescuing a large
number of Chinese Communist Party members
and patriotic democrats who opposed Chiang
Kai-shek. Thus she made important and unique
contributions to the cause of revolution.

After the September 18th Incident in 1931,
Japanese troops invaded and occupied China's
three northeastern provinces and the Kuomin-
tang government pursued a policy of non-
resistance. In 1934, the Chinese Communist
Party put forward a Six-Point Programme for
Resisting Japan and Saving the Nation which
was promulgated over the signatures of Com-

J',

At the memorial meeting.
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rade Soong Ching Ling and others. On August
1, 1935, the Central Committee of the Chinese
Communist Party issued the August 1 Declara-
tion which called on the people of the whole
country to work together as one to stop the
civil war and resist Japanese aggression. Com-
rade Soong Ching Ling, He Xiangning, Liu
Yazi, Jing Hengyi, Chen Shuren as well as Yu
Youren, Sun Fo and others were the first to
respond. Their response produced a tremendous
public impact. During the War of Resistance
Against Japan, Comrade Soong Ching Ling re-
fused to go to the place where the Kuomintang
government seat was; instead, she went to
Guangzhou and Xianggang (Hongkong) where
she founded the China Defence League for col-
lecting donations from prominent foreigners
and overseas Chinese sympathetic to China’s
War of Resistance Against Japan. She unremit-
tingly supported the anti-Japanese struggles
led by the Chinese Communist Party and ex-
posed the Kuomintang reactionaries’ policies
of compromising with and capitulation to Japan
and opposition to the Communist Party and
the Chinese people. The Kuomintang govern-
ment therefore exerted pressure on Comrade
Soong Ching Ling through foreign forces, but
the allegations used as pressure against her
were refuted by her and by Comrade Chen
Hansheng who was working with her at the
time. After the Southern Anhui Incident in
1941, Comrade Soong Ching Ling, He Xiang-
ning, Liu Yazi and Peng Zemin came out boldly
to denounce the Kuomintang’s perfidious acts.
Comrade Soong Ching Ling arrived in Chong-
ging at the end of December 1941. She
managed to meet or maintain contact with
George Hatem, Agnes Smedley, Edgar Snow,
Rewi Alley and other foreign friends who were
sympathetic to the revolutionary cause of the
Chinese people and they worked closely with
her, making important contributions to the
Chinese people’s cause of resistance to Japanese
aggression. 1 )

After the victory of the War of Resistance
Against Japan, Comrade Soong Ching Ling
founded the China Welfare Fund in Shanghai
and, under very trying conditions, provided
concrete assistance to the working masses.
During the War of Liberation, she rendered
.great material help to the Chinese Communist
Party and the Chinese People’s Liberation
Army under its leadership.

After Beijing was liberated, Comrade
Soong Ching Ling was delighted to accept the
invitation from the Central Committee of the

Chinese Communist Party addressed to her to
participate in the First Plenary Session of the
Chinese People’s Political Consultative Con-
ference, and she left Shanghai and made the
trip north. When the People’s Republic of
China was founded in 1949, Comrade Soong
Ching Ling was elected Vice-Chairman of the
Central People’s Government. She was elected
Vice-Chairman of the Standing Committee of
the National People’s Congress in 1954, and
Vice-Chairman of the People’s Republic of Chi-
na in 1959 and again in 1965; she was elected
once more Vice-Chairman of the N.P.C. Standing
Committee in 1975. As an important state
leader for the past 32 years, she was involved
in numerous state activities in the cause of
China’s socialist revolution and socialist con-
struction. Comrade Soong Ching Ling made
highly successful visits to the Soviet Union, In-

dia, Burma, Pakistan, Indonesia and Ceylon. |

In 1957, Comrade Soong Ching Ling accompani-
ed Comrade Mao Zedong to participate in the
Moscow Meeting of Representatives of Com-
munist and Workers' Parties. Mao Zedong,
Zhou Enlai, Liu Shaoqi and other comrades
often exchanged views with her on major in-
ternational and domestic issues and, during the
long period in which they collaborated, they
confided in each other, and forged a profound,
close and comradely friendship.

Comrade Soong Ching Ling always paid
attention to women’s work in New China, de-
votedly watching over the health and education
of children and young people. For many years
she presided over the work of the People’s Relief
Administration of China and the Red Cross
Society of China. Comrade Soong Ching Ling
was an outstanding leader of Chinese women
and an affectionate grandmother to all the
children of China. She always showed great
solicitude for old friends and acquaintances who
had been followers of Dr. Sun Yat-sen in their
early years, and deep concern for the future of
Taiwan. She ardently hoped that peace talks
between the Kuomintang and the Communist
Party would be conducted at an early date so
as to accomplish the great cause of the reunifica-
tion of the motherland, to which she made in-
valuable contributions.

In recent years, Comrade Soong Ching Ling
was elated by our Party’s successive smashing
of the Lin Biao and Jiang Qing counter-revolu-
tionary cliques and staunchly supported the
series of principles and policies since the Third
Plenary Session of the 11th Party Central Com-
mittee. She was full of enthusiasm for the so-
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cialist modernization of the motherland to
which she devoted all her energy and strength
in her later years. She ardently hoped for the
growing prosperity of the motherland which
has entered into the era of socialism after
thoroughly realizing Dr. Sun Yat-sen's ideal of
the revolutionary Three People’s Principles.
Comrade Soong Ching Ling made brilliant con-
tributions to the cause of China’s revolution and
construction and won the heartfelt respect and

love of the people of all nationalities in the
country.

Comrade Soong Ching Ling was elected a
leading member of the World Peace Council in
1950 and Chairman of the Peace Liaison Com-
mittee of the Asian and Pacific Regions in 1952.
In the international sphere, she conducted
courageous and fruitful struggles to oppose wars
of aggression, defend world peace and advance
progressive culture, strive for social progress
and the well-being of mankind and promote
understanding and friendly exchange among
the people of all countries. She enjoyed the
high esteem of people of all strata in China and
other countries, and was acknowledged interna-
tionally as one of the greatest women of the
20th century.

For the past 70 years, Comrade Soong
Ching Ling spared no effort in performing her
duties and devoted all her energies and strength
to the people's democratic and socialist cause of
China, to world peace and the cause of progress
of human society. Under all circumstances, she

retained her unyielding revolutionary principles,
and was neither intimidated by force, nor sub-
dued by wealth or rank. Her noble spirit and
integrity will be remembered throughout his-
tory. What we' treasure most is the fact that
Comrade Soong Ching Ling kept up with the
pace of history and, starting as a great revolu-
tionary democrat, became a great Communist.
The Chinese’ Communist Party and its leaders
Mao Zedong, Zhou Enlai, Liu Shaoqi and other
comrades had long accepted her as a close
comrade-in-arms, a comrade and a respected
proletarian vanguard fighter. Shortly before
her death, she was accepted as a full member
of the Communist Party of China, and her long-
cherished wish was thus fulfilled. This was an
honour for Comrade Soong Ching Ling and also
an honour for the Communist Party of China.
Comrade Soong Ching Ling will always live in
the hearts of the people of all nationalities in
China and in the hearts of the Chinese Com-
munists.

In mourning Comrade Soong Ching Ling,
we will turn grief into strength and, rallying
still more closely around the Party Central
Committee, work hard to accomplish the great
and sacred cause of the reunification of the
motherland and build China into a modern,
powerful socialist country with a high degree of
democracy and civilization!

Eternal glory to Comrade Soong Ching Ling!
a

The Great Life of Soong Ching Ling

OONG Ching Ling, Honorary President of

the People’s Republic of China and Vice-
Chairman of the National People’s Congress
Standing Committee, died on May 29, 1981, at
the age of 90 according to the traditional Chinese
way of calculating age. She was known through-
out the world as a great patriotic, democratic,
internationalist and communist fighter.

Close Comrade-in-Arms of Sun Yat-ée_g

While her family came from Wenchang
County, Hainan Island, Guangdong Province,
Soong Ching Ling herself was born on January
27, 1893 in Shanghai. She received her early edu-
cation at the McTyeire School for girls in Shang-
hai and went to the United States at the age of

June 8, 1981

15 to study at Wesleyan College for women in
Macon, Georgia, where she received a Bachelor
of Arts degree in 1913. While there, she receiv-
ed the new national flag, which her father had
sent her after the success of the 1911 Revolu-
tion, and immediately threw away the dragon
flag of the Qing Dynasty to hail the birth of
the republic. During her senior year she wrote
an article for the college journal entitled “The
Greatest Event of the 20th Century,” hailing
the victory of China’s 1911 Revolution. The
article stated that the 1911 Revolution signified
the liberation of 400 million people from mon-
archic slavery, under which people had been
deprived of their lives, freedom and the pursuit
of happiness. Upon her return to China in 1913,
she became the secretary of Dr. Sun Yat-sen, the

9




great forerunner of the Chinese revolution, thus
beginning her revolutionary career.

On October 25, 1915, she married Dr. Sun
Yat-sen. In the following years she accompanied
him on trips between Shanghai and Guangzhou
(Canton), in order to promote the revolutionary
cause. During the May 4th Movement in 1919,
she worked hard to help those students who had
been arrested in Beijing.

In May 1921, Dr. Sun Yat-sen took office
as the Extraordinary President of the Republic
of China. On the early morning of June 16,
1922, warlord Chen Jiongming turned against
the revolution and surrounded and bombarded
the president’s office in Guangzhou. Soong
Ching Ling insisted that Dr. Sun Yat-sen leave
immediately, but she herself did not leave until
8 o'clock that morning. Escorted by two body-
guards and an aide-de-camp, she broke through
the encirclement and was out of danger on the
following evening. By that time she was in a
state of exhaustion, her health seriously im-
paired.

In August 1922, Sun Yat-sen began a major
overhaul of the Kuomintang leadership in
Shanghai. Soong Ching Ling worked very ef-
fectively in the consultations on co-operation
between Dr. Sun Yat-sen and the representatives
of the Chinese Communist Party and during
his conversations with the special envoys sent
by Lenin.

In 1923, those troops loyal to Sun Yat-sen
expelled Chen Jiongming from Guangzhou,
and Dr. Sun and Soong Ching Ling returned to
Guangzhou where they continued the work of
overhauling the Kuomintang.

The Kuomintang held its First National
Congress in 1924. Soong Ching Ling firmly sup-
ported the Three People’s Principles, thereafter
known as the new Three People’s Principles,
which were newly explained in the manifesto
of the congress as the three great policies of
alliance with Soviet Russia, co-operation with
the Chinese Communist Party and assistance to
the peasants and workers.

In November 1924, Soong Ching Ling ac-
companied her husband north to Beijing at the
invitation of military and political leaders there
to solve the problems of China’s reunification
and construction. Sun Yat-sen died on March
12, 1925, in Beijing. After his death. Soong
Ching Ling made known to China and the
world Dr. Sun Yat-sen's political will and
dedicated herself to the great revolution of the
Chinese people.
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Dr. Sun Yat-sen and Soong Ching Ling in Japan
in 1915,

After the May 30th Incident in 1925,
Soong Ching Ling issued a press statement
sternly protesting the atrocities of the British
and Japanese powers. She deemed the incident
as a suppression of the revolutionary spirit of
the Chinese people and encouraged the Chinese
citizens to shoulder the task of saving the
country by uniting to resist the violence of the
British police.

During the Second National Congress of the
Kuomintang in January 1926, Soong Ching Ling
resolutely upheld Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s three great
policies and worked in close co-operation with
the Communist Party to carry on the struggle
against the Right wing of the Kuomintang. At
the congress, she was elected a member of the
Executive Committee of the Kuomintang. In
November of the same year, the Northern Ex-
peditionary Army captured Wuhan in central
China and the national government in Guang-
zhou prepared to move there. Soong Ching Ling
therefore went to Wuhan and was included in
the membership of a united committee, which
was formed by members of the Executive Com-
mittee of the Kuomintang and of the national
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government in Wuhan following a meeting on
December 13.

During the first six months of 1927, she
ran a women'’s institute of political training in
Hankou, Hubei Province. When Chiang Kai-
shek, leader of the Kuomintang Right wing,
launched a counter-revolutionary coup in
Shanghai on April 12 of that year, Soong Ching
Ling and many members of the Kuomintang’s
Left wing as well as Mao Zedong, Dong Biwu,
Yun Daiying, Lin Bogqu, Wu Yuzhang and
other Chinese Communists issued an open
message denouncing Chiang Kai-shek. On July
14, 1927, on the eve of the open betrayal of the
revolution by the Kuomintang government in
Wuhan headed by Wang Jingwei, Soong Ching
Ling issued a statement in which she declared:
“‘Some members of the Executive Committee

= of the Kuomintang are doing violence to Sun

Yat-sen’s ideas and ideals.” Therefore, she ex-

| pressed the view that she would no longer par-

ticipate in executing the new policies of the

Kuomintang. She stated with supreme con-

fidence in spite of the serious crisis in the rev-

olution: “Sun Yat-sen's Three People's Prin-

ciples will eventually succeed; the revolution

in China is inevitable.” She also said, ‘“There

is no despair in my heart for the revolution.

My disheartenment is only for the path along

which some of those who had been leading the
revolution have strayed.”

On August 1, 1927, Comrade Soong Ching
Ling, Comrade Mao Zedong and 20 other
persons issued a declaration exposing the
betrayal of Chiang Kai-shek and Wang Jingwei.
She supported the Nanchang Armed Uprising
launched by the Chinese Communist Party on
the same day. A revolutionary committee com-
posed of Zhou Enlai and 24 others elected
Soong Ching Ling to a seven-member pre-
sidium, although she was not in Nanchang
during the uprising.

Soong Ching Ling left for Moscow in late
August to seek the road for the Chinese revolu-
tion. Upon her departure she issued a public
statement, again expounding Sun Yat-sen's
three great policies. She said: “The reactionary
forces led by the fake leaders of the Kuomin-
tang who have betrayed the revolution endanger
the three great policies™; “they are bound to
fail, as they are taking the road of those who
attempted to rule the people in the same way.”
She returned to China by way of Berlin in May
1929 to attend the state funeral of Sun Yat-
sen in Nanjing. On the eve of her return to
China. she issued a statement saying: *“I can-
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not participate directly or indirectly in the work
of the Kuomintang until its policies are in com-
plete conformity with the basic principles of the
late Dr. Sun Yat-sen."”

Against Imperialist and Fascist
Persecution

During her stay in the Soviet Union and
Europe from 1927 to 1929 and 1930 to 1931,
Soong Ching Ling took an active part in the in-
ternational movement against imperialism and
in defence of peace. She was elected honorary
chairman at two conferences of the anti-
imperialist league held in Belgium in December
1927, and in Germany in August 1929. She sub-
sequently became one of the principal leaders of
the world anti-fascist movement.

After returning to China in 1931, she
enthusiastically supported the Chinese Com-
munist Party's proposal to end the civil war
and form a national anti-Japanese united front
and resolutely opposed the capitulationist policy
of Chiang Kai-shek. In an article published on
December 19, 1931, in Shanghai, she exposed the
reactionary nature and the capitulationist
activities of Chiang Kai-shek's Kuomintang
government. She wrote: “‘Only a revolution bas-
ed on the masses and serving them can smash
the power of the warlords and politicians, shake
off the yoke of imperialism and realize
socialism.”

On January 28, 1932, the Japanese mili-
tarists invaded Shanghai and the Kuomintang’s
19th Route Army counterattacked. Soong Ching
Ling raised money and set up a 300-bed hospital
for the wounded patriotic soldiers. She told cor-
respondents at that time that she would fight
the Japanese invaders to the end. She declared
that setting up a hospital was only her way of
paying respect and giving thanks to the revolu-
tionary fighters of the 19th Route Army, the
vanguard of the anti-imperialist revolutionary
armed forces who were fighting under very dif-
ficult conditions. In December of the same
year, with Lu Xun, Cai Yuanpei (Tsai Yuan-pei)
and Yang Xingfo (Yang Hsing-fo), she organiz-
ed the China League for Civil Rights to op-
pose Chiang Kai-shek’s fascist massacre. In
elaborating the task of the league, she said:
“Either the revolution will triumph in China, or
imperialism will conquer and dismember China.
There is no alternative. Believing in the final
victory of the masses in China, I am sure that
the revolution will establish its own right,
establish the unity, independence and integrity
of China, and the right of the masses to govern
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themselves. And my conception of the China
League for Civil Rights is that it is one of the
instruments which will move us towards this
goal.” The league protected and rescued many
Communists and patriotic democrats by struggl-
ing against the Kuomintang reactionaries and
made extraordinary contributions to the revolu-
tionary cause.

On April 1 of 1933, Soong Ching Ling
published a message to the Chinese people, op-
posing the Chiang Kai-shek government's per-
secution of patriots who opposed imperialism
and resisted Japanese aggression, and the illegal
arrest of the Communists Luo Dengxian, Liao
Chengzhi and Chen Geng. She called on the
Chinese people to rise up in struggle to protect
the arrested revolutionaries.

In an article entitled “Unite, Chinese Work-
ers” published in Shanghai in May 1933, Soong
Ching Ling pointed out: “The Chiang Kai-shek
government cannot unify China, cannot lead the
armed people in a national revolutionary war
against Japanese imperialism and cannot give
the peasants land.” She called on the people of
the whole country to “unite, get organized, and
struggle for China's liberation, unification and
territorial integrity.”

In September 1933, she convened the Far
East conference of the world anti-imperialist
war committee in Shanghai and delivered a
speech in which she said, “The present era
marks the birth of a new social system — social-
ism”; ‘‘reactionary armed forces can be con-
fronted only with revolutionary armed forces™;
“we are against imperialist war, but for a na-
tional revolutionary war waged by the people
who take up arms.”

Fighting for National Salvation

In 1934, the Chinese Communist Party put
forward a Six-Point Programme for Resisting
Japan and Saving the Nation which was
published over the signatures of Soong Ching
Ling and other democrats.

In 1935, as the Chinese people’s efforts to
resist Japan and save the nation surged in the
face of increasing Japanese aggression, Soong
Ching Ling fought unceasingly for the forma-
tion of an anti-Japanese national united front
and for the protection of the people’s democrat-
ic rights.

On August 1 of 1935, the Central Committee
of the Chinese Communist Party issued a dec-
laration calling on the people of the entire
nation to unite to end the civil war and resist
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Japanese aggression. Soong Ching Ling, He
Xiangning, Liu Yazi, Jing Hengyi, Chen Shuren
as well as Yu Youren and Sun Fo responded
immediately, exerting a tremendous influence.

Shen Junru, Zou Taofen and other demo-
crats established the All-China Federation of
National Salvation Associations in Shanghai
in May 1936. demanding that the Kuomintang
government stop the civil war, release political
prisoners, negotiate peace with the Red Army
and establish a unified government of resistance
against Japan. Soong Ching Ling was a member
of the executive committee of the federation.
When the Kuomintang government arrested
Shen Junru, Zou Taofen, Li Gongpu, Sha Qianli,
Shi Liang, Zhang Naigi and Wang Zaoshi
of the federation in November of that year,
Soong Ching Ling issued a statement on Novem-
ber 26, protesting the arrest of the seven Cham-
pions of democracy. She declared that the illegal
arrest was the result of Japanese influence
which would “further arouse the wrath and
patriotic indignation of the people against them
[the Japanese].” She thought that the people
of the entire nation would not forgive the
Kuomintang government's criminal illegal ar-
rests of these patriots. During the trial of these
seven leaders of the democratic movement, she
went to the ‘“‘higher court” in Suzhou and, fol-
lowing their imprisonment, asked the court to
imprison her as well for the “crime of patriot-
1sm.

When Kuomintang generals Zhang Xueliang
and Yang Hucheng. who thought China should
be resisting Japanese aggression, arrested
Chiang Kai-shek in the famous Xian Incident
of December 12, 1936. Soong Ching Ling was
among those who advocated that Chiang Kai-
shek be released on the condition that he agreed
to end the civil war and oppose Japanese ag-
gression.

Along with Feng Yuxiang, He Xiangning
and others, Soong Ching Ling proposed at the
Third Plenary Session of the Kuomintang Cen-
tral Committee in February 1937 Dr. Sun Yat-
sen’s three great policies of alliance with So-
viet Russia, co-operation with the Chinese
Communist Party and assistance to the
peasants and workers be restored. She
delivered a speech at the meeting, asking
the Kuomintang government to end the
civil war and mobilize all forces. including the
Communist Party. to defend China’s territorial
integrity. In November of the same year, she
issued a statement supporting the formation of
an anti-Japanese national united front.
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Soong Ching Ling initiated and organized
the China Defence League in June 1938 to pub-
licize the anti-Japanese movement among peo-
ple abroad and collect medical and other sup-
plies from around the world. To provide first-
aid to wounded soldiers, the league introduced
medical teams organized by foreign friends to
the anti-Japanese base areas set up by the
Eighth Route Army and the New Fourth Army.
The team led by the Canadian surgeon, Dr.
Norman Bethune, was one of these.

After the Southern Anhui Incident in the
spring of 1941, Soong Ching Ling, He Xiangning
and others sent a joint message denouncing
Chiang Kai-shek and demanding that he “‘stop
using armed force to attack the Communist
Party.” After the Japanese militarists launched
the Pacific War in December 1941, Soong Ching
Ling arrived in Chongging from Xianggang
(Hongkong) and immediately resumed the ac-
_ tivities of the China Defence League. During
this period, she worked together with George
Hatem, Agnes Smedley, Edgar Snow, Rewi Alley
and other foreign friends for the Chinese peo-
ple’s cause of resisting Japanese aggression.

Building a New China

Soong Ching Ling returned to Shanghai in
1945 after the victory of the anti-Japanese war.
Late that year she set up the China Welfare
Fund, a successor to the China Defence League
established in Xianggang (Hongkong) during
the war. It continued to support progressive
organizations and democratic forces and com-
pleted projects under extremely difficult con-
ditions which were beneficial to the labouring
masses. During the Liberation War, the Fund
provided substantial material assistance to the
Chinese Communist Party and the Chinese
People’s Liberation Army under the Party's
leadership. At a time when Chiang Kai-shek
was continuing his anti-Communist and anti-
popular civil war with the assistance of U.S.
imperialism, Soong Ching Ling issued a state-
ment in Shanghai on July 23, 1946, calling for
the formation of a coalition government and
urging the American people to stop the U.S.
Government from giving military assistance to
the Kuomintang. This statement produced wide
repercussions around the world.

In 1948, a number of Kuomintang members
who had broken away from that organization,
including Li Jishen (Li Chi-shen), He Xiangning
and Feng Yuxiang, set up the Revolutionary
Committee of the Chinese Kuomintang in

June 8, 1981

Xianggang (Hongkong), and Soong Ching Ling
was named its Honorary Chairman.

On July 1, 1949, Soong Ching Ling pub-
lished an article in Shanghai, “Salute the Chi-
nese Communist Party,” acclaiming that the
people’s victory was already in sight. She wrote,
“Welcome our leader—the leader who was born
in Shanghai, grew up in the mountains of Jiang-
xi Province, was tempered in repeated struggles
under harsh conditions during the 25,000-li
Long March and matured in the rural areas.
Salute the Chinese Communist Party!”

In September 1949, at the invitation of the
Chinese Communist Party Central Committee,
Soong Ching Ling came to Beijing to attend the
First Plenary Session of the Chinese People’s
Political Consultative Conference. She deliver-
ed an impassioned speech at the session, stating,
“Let’s get down to work right now and build
an independent, derhocratic, peaceful, strong
and prosperous New China, and unite with the
people of the world to bring about lasting world
peace.” On September 30, she was elected Vice-
Chairman of the Central People’s Government.
From that time onward, Soong Ching Ling en-
gaged in numerous state activities as a major
state leader, and Comrades Mao Zedong, Zhou
Enlai and Liu Shaoqi often exchanged views
with her on major domestic and international
issues.

In October 1950, Soong Ching Ling made
an inspection tour of Liaoning, Jilin and Hei-
longjiang Provinces in northeast China where
she visited factories, rural areas and army
units. She was very glad to see that the con-
struction of the country had begun quickly
soon after the founding of the People’s Republic
and that frontier defence had been strengthen-
ed. She encouraged people to continue to make
progress.

International Activities

As an official representative of China,
Soong Ching Ling frequently took part in in-
ternational activities, making outstanding con-
tributions to the fostering of friendship among
peoples, the promotion of progressive culture
and the defence of world peace.

She was elected a member of the Executive
Bureau of the World Peace Council at that
organization’s Second Congress in Warsaw on
November 23, 1950.

On September 18, 1951, she was awarded
the Stalin Peace Prize for 1950. She donated
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Soong Ching Ling
(18931981

Dr. Sun Yat-sen and Madame Soong Ching

Ling in September 1917 after he had

assumed the post of Generalissimo of
Navy and Army.

Dr. Sun Yat-sen (third
from lefty and Madame
Soong Ching Ling (second
from left) with members of
the old Tong Meng Hui
(Revolutionary League) in
Hangzhou in August 1916,

Madame Soong Ching Ling
al her graduation in 1913
from Wesleyan College in
Macon, Georgia, where she
had gone (o study in 1908.

Dr. Sun Yat-sen and Madame Soong
Ching Ling on board the ship from
Guangzhou to Tianjin after Dr. Sun
Yat-sen issued a manifesto reiterat-
ing his opposition to imperialism
and the warlords in November 1924.

Dr. Sun Yat-sen (fourth from left) and

Madame Soong Ching Ling (third from

left) at the memorial meeting mourning

Lenin’s death in Guangzhou in February
1924,
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Comrade Soong Ching Ling gave a parly in honour of British wriler

George Bernard Shaw at her home on February 17, 1933. In the front

row from the left: U.S. journalist Agnes Smedley, well-known modern

Chinese educator Cai Yuanpei, and China’s renowned modern writer Lu

Xun. In the back row from the left: George Bernard Shaw, Soong Ching

Ling, U.S. journalist Harold Isaacs and writer of modern Chinese prose
Lin Yutang.

Comrade Soong Ching Ling in Hankou in 1927 where she

continued to uphold Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s revolutionary Three

People’s Principles and the three great policies, expediting
the progress of the Northern Expeditionary War.

M

F .< ;
D oS S
- /t——-/‘: % = e

During World War II, Comrade Soong Ching
Ling met with U.S. General Joseph Stilwell in - -

Chongging who was in charge of the Chinese- = - S
Indian-Burmese War Zone. The general held
that all forces resisting Japanese aggression
should be treated equally in order to ensure a
victory in the War of Resistance Against Japan.

Checking medical supplies collected by the China
Welfare Fund in 1948 for the liberated areas under
the Chinese Communist Party.
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irman Mao Zedong visiting

Comrade Soong Ching Ling at her

S

hanghai home in May 1961.

Comrade Soong Ching Ling
with children in 1962,

together

I

- L

Comrades Soong Ching Ling, Zhou Enlai and Chen
Yi on an official visit to Sri Lanka in February 1961.

Comrade Soong Ching Ling being award-

ed the 1950 Stalin Peace Prize. She donat-

ed the entire prize money to welfare

institutions for Chinese women and
children.
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(s rade Soong Ching Ling at the First Session

/ the Second National People’s Congress in

April 1959. Al this session she was elected Vice-

Chairman of the People's Republic of China.

Picture shows (from left to right): Comrades

Soong Ching Ling, Liu Shaoqi, Mao Zedong, Zhu
De and Zhou Enlai on the rostrum.

Comrade Soong Ching Ling chatting
with Comrades Deng Xiaoping and
Deng Yingchao at the ltea party given
on 1980 New Year's Day by the Na-
tional Committee of the Chinese Peo-
ple's Political Consultative Conference.

Dining ‘wilh W(.)rk'crs during an inspv(-_liop tour Comrade Soong Ching Ling with peasants during
of the Shanghai No. 17 Sta!(‘ Cotton Mill in Oc- her inspection tour of the suburbs of Changchun
tober 1958. in October 1950.
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the entire 100,000 roubles to welfare institutions
for Chinese women and children.

Early in 1952, in order to tell the world
about the real conditions of the Chinese people
who were struggling to build a new life so as
to enhance the friendship and understanding be-
tween the people of China and other countries,
she suggested that a new magazine, China Re-
constructs, be started. For 30 years she gave
clear directives on editing principles, the con-
tent and the launching of new language edi-
tions. In addition, she was concerned with the
livelihood of the magazine's staff. She per-
sonally wrote more than 30 articles for China
Reconstructs, which began with only one Eng-
lish edition. Now it has seven editions and is
circulated in more than 140 countries and re-
gions in the world.

On March 21, 1952, Soong Ching Ling, Guo
Moruo and others initiated the convocation of a
peace conference for the Asian and Pacific
regions. Soong Ching Ling led the Chinese
delegation to that conference, which was held
in Beijing in October of that year, and was
elected Chairman of the Peace Liaison Commit-
tee of the Asian and Pacific Regions.

She again headed a Chinese delegation to
the World Peace Congress in Vienna in Decem-
ber 1952.

From December 16, 1955, to February 4,
1956, Soong Ching Ling visited India, Burma
and Pakistan, and in August 1956 she visited
Indonesia. All these visits were successful.
During her visit to Pakistan, the University of
Dacca conferred on her an Honorary Doctorate
of Laws.

In November 1957, Comrade Soong Ching
Ling accompanied Comrade Mao Zedong to the
Moscow Meeting of Representatives of Com-
munist and Workers’ Parties.

In the capacity of Vice-Chairman of the
People’s Republic of China, Soong Ching Ling
visited Ceylon (now Sri Lanka) along with
Premier Zhou Enlai and Vice-Premier Chen Yi
in February 1964.

Respected State Leader

Soong Ching Ling was a respected and
beloved leader of all the nationalities of China.
In September 1954, she was elected Vice-Chair-
man of the Standing Committee of the National
People’s Congress at the First Session of the
First National People's Congress.

In December 1954, she was elected Vice-
Chairman of the National Committee of the
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At the Moscow Meeting of Representatives
of Communist and Workers' Parties in 1957.

Chinese People’s Political Consultative Confer-
ence at the First Session of the Second National
Committee of the C.P.P.C.C.

In September 1956, at the invitation of the
Party Central Committee, Soong Ching Ling
attended the Eighth National Congress of the
Chinese Communist Party. Addressing the
congress, she said, “Without the Party’s leader-
ship, our victory would have been impossible.”
“] am convinced that in the future, socialisx{:
and communism will ultimately become the
social system practised throughout the world.”
“Such a social system can only be realized under’
the leadership of the Communist Party and it
will certainly be realized.”

On April 27, 1959, Soong Ching Ling was
elected Vice-Chairman of the People’s Republic
of China at the First Session of the Second
National Peogple’s Congress.

On November 12, 1962, Soong Ching Ling’s
article “*Sun Yat-sen and His Co-operation With
the Chinese Communist Party” was published.
In the article she pointed out, “For 40 years
Sun Yat-sen engaged in political struggle for
the Chinese nation and the Chinese people,
which reached its zenith in his late years, cul-
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minating in his decision to co-operate with the
Chinese Communist Party to carry out the
Chinese revolution together.”

On January 3, 1965, she was re-elected Vice-
Chairman of the People’s Republic of China at
the First Session of the Third National People’s
Congress.

On November 12, 1966, at a ceremony held
in the capital solemnly commemorating the cen-
tenary of the birth of Dr. Sun Yat-sen, Soong
Ching Ling delivered a speech entitled “Sun
Yat-sen — A Staunch, Indomitable Revolu-
tionary,” introducing the revolutionary life
of Sun Yat-sen. She said, ‘“We are proud of his
40 years of untiring struggle. His behest that
‘We must arouse the masses of the people and
unite . . . with those nations of the world which
treat us as equals’ sounds correct even to this

ﬂdate.” “With unwavering determination in our

objectives, with staunch faith in Marxism-
Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought, with unbounded
confidence in our ability to win, we join hands
to struggle with all who strive for a world with-
out exploitation of man by man, without na-
tional oppression and without racial discrimina-
tion.”

On January 17, 1975, at the First Session
of the Fourth National People's Congress and
again on March 5, 1978, at the First Session of
the Fifth National People’s Congress, Soong
Ching Ling was re-elected Vice-Chairman of the
National People’'s Congress Standing Com-
mittee.

An outstanding leader of the women of
China, Soong Ching Ling was always concerned
with the women’s work of New China. On April
25, 1953, she was elected Honorary President of
he All-China Women’'s Federation at the First
Session of the Second Executive Committee of
the All-China Women’s Federation. Later, at the
First Session of the Third Executive Committee
of the federation held in 1957 and at the Fourth
National Congress of Chinese Women held in
1978, she was re-elected Honorary President of
the All-China Women's Federation. Addressing
the closing ceremony of the Fourth National
Congress, she stressed: “Bringing up our chil-
dren as the reliable successors to the revolution
with meticulous care is a strategic task of the
Party and the state and a noble duty of women
in the new period.”

Soong Ching Ling showed great concern for
the healthy growth of the children of China and
was their affectionate grandmother. She
had been Chairman of the Chinese People’s
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National Committee in Defence of Children
since its founding on November 26, 1951. She
wrote articles and inscriptions on many occa-
sions, hoping that the children would grow into
a healthy new generation with rich cultural and
scientific knowledge and socialist consciousness.

A forum to honour “June 1" International
Children’s Day was held on May 14, 1981. Earlier
she had written a letter wishing the meeting
success and explaining that she could not attend
because of illness. In the letter she said:
“Though I am unable to attend the meeting, my
heart beats together with yours in love and con-
cern for our children.”

Soong Ching Ling was in charge of the work
of the People’s Relief Administration of China
and the Red Cross Society of China for many
years. She was elected Executive Chairman of
the administration at the First Plenary Session
of the Executors and Supervisors held after the
organization was founded on April 29, 1950. In
August of the same year, in the capacity of the
founder and sponsor of the China Welfare Fund,
she declared that after August 15, the China
Welfare Fund would be called the China Welfare
Institute. She had been the chairman of this
organization since its founding.

Soong Ching Ling always concerned herself
with those who had followed Dr. Sun Yat-sen
in earlier years and with the future of Taiwan,
and she sincerely expected that peace talks be-
tween the Kuomintang and the Communist Party
would be conducted at an earlier date, so as to
accomplish the great cause of reunifying the
motherland. She made valuable contributions
to this cause.

On September 29, 1979, Soong Ching Ling
published an article in celebration of the 30th
anniversary of the founding of the People's Re-
public of China, entitled ‘“The People’s Will
Is Invincible.” The article said, “We have taken
great strides along the bright road of socialism
over the past 30 years under the leadership of
the Chinese Communist Party. The 900 million
people have been unswervingly following this
road. Although the road has been hard and
tortuous, careerists and conspirators have been
unable to defeat the strong will of 900 million
people and it is impossible for them to do so.
Moreover, all these careerists and conspirators
were badly battered before the iron will of the
people. This has always been the case in the
past and will remain so in futtire. I am con-
fident that the people’s will is invincible.” She

(Continued on p. 31.)
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Nature of Chinese Society Today

The following is the first part of an abridged
translation of an article entitled “Carrying
Out Conscientiously the Line of the Third
Plenary Session of the 11th Party Central Com-
mittee and Marching Forward Along the Road
of Scientific Socialism” by Feng Wenbin, Vice-
President of the Party School of the C.P.C. Cen-
tral Committee. The original article was pub-
lished in issue No. 10 of “Hongqi.” Subheads
are ours.

The article points out that the basic
features of socialist society are: Public owner-
ship of the means of production; the principle
“from each according to his ability, to each ac-
cording to his work”; the people being the
masters of the country; highly developed in-
tellectual life and the combination of patriotism
and internationalism. It also explains that, with
the basic completion of the socialist transforma-
tion of agriculture, handicrafts and capitalist in-
dustry and commerce, a socialist system was in
the main built up in China and that only so-
cialism can save the country. The article crit-
icizes some wrong views on socialism.

The second and third parts of the article,
which deal with historical lessons and changes
since the Third Plenary Session of the 11th
Party Central Committee, will be published in
our coming issues. — Ed.

URING the first few years after the found-

ing of the People’s Republic in 1949, our
Party had a correct line and did a fairly good
job. The socialist transformation of the private
ownership of the means of production into
public ownership was smooth, the economy
was restored and developed quickly, the peo-
ple’s livelihood improved greatly, social order
was excellent, and the people were full of con-
fidence in socialism. After the basic comple-
tion of the socialist transformation of agricul-
ture, handicrafts a