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LETTERS

Population Control Policy

I am writing in support of the
"Notes From the Editors” article
in your August 29 issue (No. 33).
The author, political editor An
Zhiguo, displayed an excellent
grasp of the population situation
in China, and correctly criticized
those foreigners who like to dis-
parage China's population pro-
gramme. As the editor noted,
“. .. some foreigners who lack
understanding of our population
policy have charged that our policy
is one of ‘lterror.”” Though some
foreigners may hold this view,

others are totally in support
of China's population control
policy. The recent census
figures and demographic ana-
lyses by Xiao Zhenyu and
Zhao Xuan in the August

1983 issue of China Reconstructs
made it very clear that China
must continue to reduce the birth-
rate. They wrote that . . . since
1980 the number of first mar-
riages of women each year has ap-
proximately doubled that of the
same year in the 1970s. This pre-
sages a new baby boom.”

It is not difficult to see that
failure to control the population
now will lead to massive over-
crowding, suffering, and famine
in the future. Those foreigners
who claim that “humanitarian”
reasons preclude abortion and
one-child families are greatly
mistaken, for nothing could be
more inhumane than condemning

5

future generations to hunger and
misery due to overpopulation. For
those few foreigners who criticize
China’s birth control policy, there
are many more who support it.

Jonathan Cook

Department of Foreign Languages
and Literature

Yunnan University

Kunming, Yunnan, China

“Document” Supplements
Are Useful

The official document’ Regula-
tions for the Implementation of
the Law of the People's Republic
of China on Joint Ventures Using
Chinese and Foreign Investment
(issue No. 41) should, of course,
be published in full. It is useful
to foreign investors, as well as an
inspiration to those countries
that close themselves to interna-
tional transactions. Other mate-
rials, the political documents in
particular, would be more useful
and well received if they are pub-
lished in excerpts. While politi-
cal activists are very interested
in these documents, they have too
much material and cannot read
all of them. Therefore, it is bet-
ter for them to read excerpts.

In ‘addition, 1 like to read ar-
ticles on science and technology,
especially articles on the mining
industry, in which 1 have a spe-
cial interest.

Your articles in the African
column (French edition only) are
short and clear, helping me to
know the situation in Africa.
Because 1 know nothing about
Africa, 1 usually have difficulty
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Selected stories of Xiao Hong

pp. 220, puperback
Written by a woman writer at a time of national

crisis, much of this collection is tragic and deals
with the plight of women in a male-dominated

Order directly from China International Book
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understanding the general report-
age on current events in this re-
gion.

Bernard Auguste
Quissac, France

Articles on Economy

I have had a good opinion of
China since my childhood. I start-
ed reading People’s China in 1953
and have subscribed to Beijing
Review since 1973.

I have taken a special interest
in China's economic trends and,
find long articles on economic
development, those giving a brief
account of the local economy, and
those on industries closely related
to the daily life of the people such
as chemical fibre, textile, wooden
furniture, pottery and porcelain,
food and metal products are of
great value to me. You have just
published a few articles on these
industries. They have close con-
nections with the life of the people
and occupy an important position
in the national economy.

I would like more information
on secondary and tertiary indus-
tries; the state of the structure,
distribution and development of
industrial enterprises; the progress
of the modernization drive and
mechanization; the relationship
between production and circula-
tion; the transfer of technology;
and the relationship between big
modern enterprises and their
small and medium-sized counter-
parts.

As far as 1 know. these indus-
tries mentioned above cover a
wide scope in China’s economy,
but we Japanese know nothing
about their current situation. I
would therefore be grateful il you
could give a detailed account in
this respect.

Nobumitsu Iwase
Aichi, Japan

Reports on China’s Youth

and Art
In general, 1 have found your
articles interesting. Your topics
are well selected.

1 would like to read more ar-
ticles on China’s youth and art.
1 would also like to see a section
which deals exciusively with tra-
ditional Chinese medicine.

Oscar Alberto Olmedo
Buenos Aires, Argentina
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WEEK

Hu Yaobang’s Four Days in Tokyo

During his week-long visit to Japan, General Secretary
Hu Yaobang held talks with Prime Minister Nakasone
and other leaders of ruling and opposition parties, ad-
dressed the Japanese Diet and a youth raily. and paid a
courtesy call on Emperor Hirohito. Hu's four days in
Tokyo are detailed (p. 5).

China Protests US ‘Two Chinas’ Policy

The Chinese Government has lodged a strong protest
with the US Government against the appearance of a “two
Chinas™ policy in an appropriations bill passed by the
US Senate and House of Representatives (p. 10).

For Better Economic Results

The Chinese Government has recently issued a num-
ber of circulars. calling on state-run enterprises to improve
their economic results. The causes of their problems have
been analysed. and measures designed to help enterprises
raise economic efficiency have proved effective in practice
(p. 4).

Sino-Yugoslavian Relations: Past and Present

Wu Xiuquan, Chinese Ambassador to Yugoslavia in
the mid-1950s. recounts how diplomatic relations were
first established between the tws countries. and their de-
terioration in subsequent vears. However, because the
two countries have many points in common. good relations
have re-emerged in recent years (p. 17).

Ma Haide's Contributions Praised

Celebrating Health
Ministry Advisor Ma
Haide's 50th anniver-
sary working in China,
the Chinese leaders
praised his contribu-
tions to the Chinese peo-
ple’s cause of libgration
and socialist construc-
tion (p. 9). Ma Haide
also writes about his
personal experiences in
China. and his friend
Rewi Alley sums up :
Ma’s medical services to Hu Yaobang meets with

the Chinese pcnole leaders of Jupanese youth
o : organizations.

(p. 24). Photo by Xin Hua
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The Chinese Government has
recently issued a series of cir-
culars, calling on state-run in-
dustries to increase income and
cut down expenditures. The
losing enterprises, which make
up one-fifth of the total, have
been given a deadline to re-
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duce or even eliminate their
losses  resulting from poor
management; otherwise the

state will cut off their subsidies

This decision is part of the ef-
forts China has made to further
improve its economy, after
steady development through
readjustment and restructuring
in the past few years.

Business losses are just one
manifestation of low economic

i efficiency. The problems of
, poor quality and huge con-
! sumption exist everywhere.

Even many profit-making enter-
prises have not managed to
increase both profits and output
value.

The causes of poor economic
results are very complicated,
and generally fall into two
categories:

(1) External

causes. These
include overconcentration of
economic management, egali-
tarian distribution, and cum-
bersome organizational structure
of industrial enterprises, which
is inefficient and incompatible
with the requirements of
specialization, including unrea-
sonable price ratios between
many products. For instance,
the prices of primary mineral
and agricultural products are
much lower than that of pro-
cessed products. These are
problems to be solved through
readjustment and restructuring.

(2) Poor foundations. These
' include management,
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NOTES FROM THE EDITORS

Working for better economic results

backward technology and out-
dated equipment, incapable
leadership and low educational
and technical levels of workers
and staff. These are problems
to be solved through consolida-
tion.

Before 1979, many businesses
kept up production by relying
on cheap raw materials and
agricultural and sideline prod-
ucts, and low wages. Most of
their profits were derived from
part of the value of the raw
materials and agricultural and
sideline products. This situa-
tion concealed the backward
state of the enterprises. In the
last few years, as the economy
was readjusted and restructure-
ed, the state has adjusted un-
reasonable prices, raised the
prices of some raw materials
and agricultural and sideline
products and considerably in-
creased the wages (including
bonuses) of workers and staff.
These measures have increased
the cost of production. Those
enterprises which did not
change to meet the circum-
stances inevitably ran into many
problems

The profits and taxes turned
in by industrial enterprises have
always been the main source of
state revenue. The state is
therefore directly concerned
with transforming deficit into
surplus and increasing economic
returns. These are vital to the
country’s modernization.

China is adopting a pro-
gramme to help enterprises im-
prove their economic results.

® From 1982 to 1985, all
existing state enterprises must
readjust and improve their
management;

® Replacing those unqualified

leading cadres with carefully
selected new leaders, and mak-
ing all leading cadres responsible
for gain or loss under a reward
system;

® Training workers and staff,
concentrating on an overall im-
provement of product quality
and a consumption reduction;

® Transforming  technology
and updating equipment. From
1983 through to 1985, China will
import 3,000 new technologies;

® Strictly enforcing the 300-
plus economic regulations which
have been published, including
the 90 rules governing economic
ties with foreign countries:

® Calling on leaders at all
levels to assume responsibility
for improving economic results
and pressing for better ef-
ficiency.

These measures have already
proved fruitful. In the first
nine months of 1983, nearly 8
per cent fewer enterprises suf-
fered losses than in the same
1982 period, and the actual
losses dropped by 23.6 per cent.

Jilin Province, for example,
was previously an area produc-
ing unsatisfactory economic re-
sults. During the first half of
this year, profits and taxes
turned over to the state went up

.

-

by 20.4 per cent and 10.1 per |

cent compared with the same
1982 period.

In the first nine months of this
year, the output value of 5.600
state-run machinery enterprises
rose 20.9 per cent, and profits
43.5 per cent. The number of
losing enterprises fell by half.

It is thus clear that poor
economic results and financial
losses in some enterprises are
not incurable. They can be
cured by discovering their
causes and applying suitable
remedies.

— Economic Editor
Wang Dacheng
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CHINA

EVENTS AND TRENDS

Hu Yaobang’s 4 days in Tokyo

Hu Yaobang, General Secre-
tary of the Central Committee
of the Communist Party of
China, arrived in Tokyo on Nov.
23 for a week-long visit to Ja-
pan at the invitation of the
Japanese Government. His visit
— to seek the lasting and steady
development of friendly and
good-neighbour relations — was
warmly welcomed by the Gov-
ernment and people of Japan.

During his four
Tokyo, Hu Yaobang:

days in

e met and had a friendly talk
with Emperor Hirohito;

e held sincere talks with
Prime Minister Yasuhiro
Nakasone on the interna-
tional situation and bilat-
eral relations;

e met with leaders of the
ruling and opposition par-
ties in Japan;

® became the first Chinese
leader to address the Jap-
anese Diet (sce p. 14), and
met with the Speaker of the
House of Representatives

Left:
Right:
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and the President of the
House of Councillors;

e spoke at a large gathering
of Japanese youth; and

e met with business leaders
and spoke to the press,

Foreign Minister Wu Xue-
gian, who accompanied Hu
Yaobang, held talks with Jap-
anese Foreign Minister Shin-
taro Abe.

While in Tokyo, Hu said he
was impressed by the Japanese
Government and people’s strong
hope for long-term friendly re-
lations between the two coun-
tries.

Bright Future

At a banquet in Hu's honour
on Nov. 24, Prime Minister Na-
kasone reviewed his first meet-
ing with the Chinese Party
leader three years ago in Bei-
jing. He said he believed friend-
ship and co-operation between
Japan and China have a bright
future and “our 21st century
will shine with brilliance.”

Hu Yaobang toasted the
cherished memory of all those
who had made outstanding con-
tributions to rebuilding ties of
neighbourliness and friendship
between the two countries.

Hu pointed out that the good
relations between the two great
nations of China and Japan not
only serve the long-term and
fundamental interests of both
countries and peoples, but will
have a strong, positive influence
on the preservation of peace
and stability in the Asian-Paci-
fic region and the world as a
whole.

During their talks, Hu and
Nakasone both expressed their
wishes for the lasting and
steady development of friendly
and good-neighbour relations,
Nakasone said each time he met
with a Chinese delegation he
always said that although the
present international situation
was grave, “Japan and China
should advance hand in hand on

General Secretary Hu Yaobang meets with Prime Minister Nakasone for talks.
Japanese Emperor Hirohito gives a banquet in honour of Hu Yaobang.
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