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Inside the children computer centre of the
Chinc Welfare Institute, Shanghai Branch.

Sun lJingxiu, 84, a famous educator,
is happy when he’s with his students.

SPOTLIGHT

Jinvo students in
Yunnan gather
round their
teacher.
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A doctor with the Beijing No.2 Cotton
Mill gives children regular checkups.

Children at the kindergarten of the Yanshan General Petrochemical
Works in Beijing put their room in order.
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NOTES FROM THE EDITORS

Special Concern f;)} Cl;i_ldren

by XIN LIN
Social Editor

Of China’s 1,000 million people,
350 million-are under the age of
15. They are the hope and future
of the nation, and their healthy
growth has become the concern of
the whole society.

In China, respecting the old and
taking good carc of the young is
an age-old tradition. New China's
socialist system has madc it pos-
sible for us to offer much better
cultural and material  well-being
for children. In recent years, the
Party and government havc attach-
cd much more importance to
working for children

In March 1981, the Secrctariat
of the Party Central Committce
held a meeting calling on the
whole society to show concern for
the upbringing of children. It re-
ceived an active response from all
quarters. Two months later, the
All-China  Co-ordinating  Com-
mittee for Children’s Work was
founded by 17 government depart-
ments and people’s organizations,
with the aim of “doing something
really beneficial to the children.”
Soon afterwards, the Chinese Chil-
dren’s Foundation was set up. In
the last three years, it has received
157 million yuan worth of dona-
tions from people and organiza-
tions at home and generous contri-
butions from abroad.

In  February this year, two
special stamps named Children
were issued, the first of their kind
since the founding of New China.
Although they have a face value
of eight cents, each stamp is sold
for 10 cents. The extra two cents
will help raise 600,000 yuan for
children's  welfare undertakings.
Zhu Xuefan, originator of these
stamps and honorary president of
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the All-China Philatelists’ Associa-
tion, said the aim of this special
issue is to mobilize the whole
society to care for the growth of
children and carry forward the
Chinese tradition of bringing up
children well.

In the last few vears there has
also been a marked increase in
items sold for children, such as
special foods, clothing, toys and
books, all of improved quality.
The Chiidren’s Fiim Studio, the
lirst in China, was founded in
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Respecting the old and
taking good care of the
young is an age-old
Chinese tradition. New
China’s socialist system
has made it possible to
offer much better cultural
and material well-being for
children.

1981 and has produced a number
of excellent movies. There have
also been more children's pro-
grammces on TV in recent years.
More than 3.200 children’s reading
rooms have been buill throughout
China since 1981.

In March 1982, the Party Cen-
tral Committee decided 1o build
the National Centre for Children's
Activities in Beijing on the site of
a Qing Dynasty prince’s large
residence and park. Since then,
more than 10,200 children's
palaces and rccreation centres have
been built throughout the country.

China now has more than
950,000 primary schools teaching
139 million students. This ac-
counts for 94 per cent of all
school-age children. Efforts are
being made te correct this and
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make primary cducation universal
in China by 1985.

Under the guidance of the Chi-
na Association for the Populariza-
tion of Science, many urban
primary and middle school stu-
dents now carry out various kinds
of scientific activities, including
operating and programming com-
puters. This is one of the meas-
ures taken by the government to
help its future builders get in touch
with new science and technology.

While improving education, the
Chinese, Government also pays
atiention to morality. Qur educa-
tional policy stresses the moral,
inteflectual and physical devclop-
ment of our children.

China's children from the age
of 7 to 13 have their own organiza-
tion—the Young Pioneecrs —
which pow has 130 million mem-
bers. Through interesting  and
educational activitics, the organiza-
tion teaches children to love their
country, their people, labour and
science and to take care of public
property.

For the last few years, the Chi-
nese Government has cncouraged
cach couple to have only onc
chiid, a measure 1o bring down the
natural population growth. These
only children generally cnjoy a
more comfortable life. But some
parents arc too indulgent with
their children, which is likely to
make them spoiled and self-
centred. These problems have
already attracted the attention of
many parents, schools and other
departments. Efforts are being
made to study correct cducational
mcthods which will help bring up
a generation of people who care
for others and public affairs.

Beijing Review. No. 25
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Disabled Become Useful

Citizens
I liked the Special Report
“The Disabled Become Useful

Citizens” in issue No. 10.

After reading this article, 1
recognized that the Chinese Gov-
ernment and society care very
much for handicapped pecople.
China has a very large population
and a vast territory. Although you
have made great efforts, you are
still backward in this respect.
Article 45 of the Constitution
clearly sets out the rights of the
handicapped, but 1 think you
should emphasize the political
work further. You must stress
solving the problems of disabled
people, as well as care for the
handicapped people who have not
lost their ability to work, make
them work for society as soon as
possible and use their talents. For
those who have been given jobs,
the factories should look after
their housing conditions and family
life. Only in this- way can a
disabled person be conscious of
becoming a real citizen — someone
whe can support himself and work
with a spirit of sclflessness.

I think there are sull some
obstacles which must be removed
before cvery disabled person can
have a happy life like Shi Baoqing.
But | hope they will all realize this
in the near future.

Mitsuko Simizi

Osaka. lapan

Empty Comments

I'he contents of your comments
are empty, disordered and lack
material basis.  For cxample, the
article “Western Europe: Reces-
sion Breeds Racial Injustice”™ in
issuc No. 9 has the lollowing short-
comings:

1. The article says, “Over the

years about 12.5 million immi-
grants have settled in Western
Europe for various historical

reasons.” It does not show clearly
the specific number of the immi-
grants in each country. So the
reader may have doubts of its
accuracy. »

2. It also speaks of the wave
of strikes at the Talbot automobile
factory. But the article does not
indicate the size of the factory, the
number of workers or how many
automobiles they produce. It is
very difficult for the reader to
understand the state of affairs.

3. The article should show the
differences in pay lor foreign
workers.

4. It says, "The forcign work-
ers did the most dangerous and the
dirtiest jobs.” These words are so
scant and empty that the comment
is not convincing.

The article “United States:
Reagan Sccking Re-clection™ (issue
No. 8) says, "Forty million Ameri-
cans are living below the poverty
level.” But this lacks detail, so it
cannot be called a comment.

Bumitsura Cho
Saitama, Japan

Latin Americans’
Comments

I think the fromi and back
covers have really improved. This
attracts more readers.  Not only
myself but my whole family like
the column “Culture and Science™
very much, because it has enriched
our knowledge. | am a history
teacher and | nced this kind of in-
formation to teach my students.

The contents and layout of your
weekly are [ine. | can offer no
comment.,

I am not very familiar with how
your magazine is distributed in my
country. But, there are many other
readers like me, and it is most im-
portant to get your weekly into
the hands of the working class. 1
hope Beijing Review can be distri-
buted in the provinces. By this,
I mean to the peasants, who are
the majority in my country.

Winston W. Guillen G.
Lima, Peru

Speaking as a new reader, | am
impressed by the way you focus
on a relatively large theme in such
a small space.

I am really interested in all of
the subjects you cover. The article
about the South-South Conference
in Cartagena cspecially auracted
my altention.

I also liked your comments on
the agrotechnical services com-
panies.  Thanks to your govein-
ment’s care for the peasants, you
have a great output of rice, sugar-
cane, potatoes, cte, and your
pesticide very cheap. which
makes your agricultural produc-
tion grow and flourish. Truly. vou
have a marvellous country.

is

Hector Gutierrez V.
Buga Valle, Colombia

Generally speaking. | would like
to know more about demographic
problems (birth rate. dcath rate.
migration, etc). population and
development. | am also interesi-
ed in international politics, and
the problems of socialism and
modernization.

For a long time | have been
satisfied with the valuable
formation service your authorita-
tive weekly provides. it helps me
understand your great and beauti-
ful country.

in-

Octavio Larrahondo M.
Roldanillo. Colombia

June 4. 1984
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EVENTS AND TRENDS
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Second Session of Sixth CPPCC Closes

After 15 very active days, the
Second Session of the Sixth Na-
tional Committee of the Chinese
People’s  Political Consultative
Conference (CPPCC) ended in Bei-
jing on May 26 in an atmosphere
of democracy and unity.

During the CPPCC session, the
1,700-0odd delegates also attended
the Second Session of the Sixth
National People’s Congress (NPC)
as observers, where they heard and
discussed a number of important
reports, notably the one delivered
by Premier Zhao Ziyang on the
work of the government. With a
high sense of responsibility, they
played their role as supervisors of
democracy in China. They spoke
their minds on major state affairs,
candidly criticized the work of the
CPPCC and the NPC and sub-
mitted morc than 1,000 motions,
in which they aired their opinions
and suggestions.

The session was seen as a fine
example of the great vitality of
China’s patriotic united front in
the new period of historical
development.

A political resolution adopted
by the session holds that Chairman
Deng Yingchao's opening speech
has provided the guidelines for the
CPPCC’s work. The resolution
also reiterates the five principles
for united front work, political
consultation, democratic super-
vision, co-operation between Com-
munists and non-Communists, mak-
ing friends in all quarters, and sclf-
education.

The resolution agrees with the
principles and policies enunciated
in the premier’s report on the gov-
ernment’s work, and supports the
government’s decision to pay
special attention to the two major
issues of ecconomic restructuring
and opening to the outside world.

In her speech at the closing
ceremony, Deng Yingchao urged
that the policies on intellectuals,
cspecially middle-aged ones, be
carnestly implemented, and con-
tinuous efforts be made to over-
come the influence of the *Left™
idcology.

The session added three new

CPPCC delegates from the Revolutionary Committee of the Kuomintang
ot o panel discussion.

fg

vice-chairmen to the Sixth Na-
tional Committee of the CPPCC.
They are Ma Wenrui, First Secre-
tary of the Shaanxi Provincial
Party Committee: Mao Yisheng, a
celebrated bridge designer and
Vice-Chairman of the Jiu San
Society; and Liu Jingji, an in-
dustrialist and Vice-Chairman of
the National Federation of In-
dustry and Commerce.

Deng on Problems
About Hongkong

The Chinese Government has the
right to station troops in Hongkong
after resuming the exercise of sov-
ereignty over the region, Deng
Xiaoping, Chairman of the Cen-
tral Advisory Commission of the
Chinese Communist Party. said in
Beijing on May 25.

“This is a symbol of safeguard-
ing the territory of the People’s
Republic of China and a symbol of
safeguarding our state sovereignty,
as well as a guarantee of Hong-
kong's stability and prosperity.” he
said.

“Since Hongkong is part of
China's territory, why can't we
send troops there? How can Hong-
kong be described as Chincse terri-
tory if we don't have the right to
station troops there?” he asked.

Deng was speaking at a meeting
with National People’s Congress
deputies and members of the Chi-
nese People’s Political Consultative
Conference National Committee
from Hongkong and Macao.

He said the Chinese Govern-
ment’s position on settling the
Hongkong issue is fair and reason-
able. He also said the NPC depu-
ties and CPPCC members from
Hongkong and Macao may rest as-
surcd that the Hongkong issue will

Beijing Review, No. 23



be settled satisfactorily provided
the Chinese Government's policies
are followed. Those who truly
love the country and Hongkong
will not be disappointed, he added.

Deng also discussed how 1o
handle problems that may arise
during the 13 years before China
resumes the exercise of its sov-
ereignty over Hongkong in 1997.

Hongkong began to be occupied
by Britain in the late years of the
Qing Dynasty through forcing the
Qing government to sign an un-
equal treaty. By May 28. major
progress had been made after 14
rounds of Sino-British talks on re-
storing China’s sovereignty in 1997
ori the basis of ensuring Hong-
kong's stability and prosperity.

Reformers Placed
In Leading Posts

Personnel departments at  all
levels should, as quickly as pos-
sible, select and put in leading
posts a large number of reformers
who can create a new situation in
work, a leading member of the
Organization Department of the
CPC Central Committee has point-
ed out.

The official stressed that the key
to reforming lies in how to make
the best use of talented people.
Competition for products and tech-
nology is in essence a competition
of talents, he said. The pace of
China’s modernization in the next
two decades or so depends largely
on the abilities of the decision-
making group, composed of leading
cadres at various levels.

Today, he said, cadre selection
and promotion is in fact a mat-
ter of picking the best among the
intellectuals (including those self-
taught), especially those in the
prime of life.

At present, the promotion of in-
tellectuals to leading posts still

June 4,
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Zhu Zhenxiang (second from left) visits his old workshop in Shanghai. He
was recently promoted to deputy manager of a Shanghai district industrial
company because he boldly reformed the workshop.

meets with resistance in certain
arcas and departments. Because of
lingering **Left" influence from the
“cultural  revolution,” technical
personnel are often hard-pressed
and discriminated against. It is
necessary, he said, to further clear
away the “Left” influence and,
while organizing leading bodies,
emphasis should be on selecting
cadres who revolutionary,
younger in average age, better edu-
cated and more professionally com-
petent. To be more specific about
their education, cadres should
have professional knowledge of
industry, agriculture, cconomics,
trade., Marxist theory, science
and culture.

are

In selecting cadres, undue em-
phasis must no longer be put on
practical experience and seniority
to the neglect of scientific and
theoretical knowledge. on personal
relationships and sentiments to
the neglect of the needs of work
and revolutionary cause, and on
the opinions of individual officials
to the neglect of the opinions of
the majority, the official added.

He also called on departments in
various localitles to make break-
throughs in boldly picking and
promoting young cadres who have

tempered themselves in practice.
The moment a competent person
is discovered, hc should be res-
olutely and promptly promoted to
an important leading position.
Morcover, favourable conditions
should be created for him to give
full play to his talent.

As early as 1980, Deng Xiaoping,
Chairman of the Central Advisory
Commission, had already pointed
out the defects of the existing sys-
tem of cadre selection and promo-
tion, which along with the work
style of some cadres in organiza-
tional and personnel departments,
was hampering the advance of
people whosc skills were badly
needed.

Trade Pacts With
5 European Nations

In the next few years, Hungary.
Bulgaria, Czcchoslovakia, the Ger-
man Democratic Republic and
Poland will help China devclop its
In return, China will
provide these five countries with
light industrial products. espec-
ially textiles. according 10 Chinu
Duaily.

enterprises.



The total trade volume between
China and these five countries is
expected to reach US$900 million
this year.

One hundred and one co-opera-
tive projects were discussed when
a Chinese economic delegation
visited these five countries from
March 22 to April 26 this year.
Among them, 79 projects, worth
US$80 million, were agreed on and
technical and trade negotiations
will begin immediately. These
projects mainly involve machinery.
metallurgy, chemistry, power, rail-
roads, coal. building materials,
commerce, textiles, food pharma-
ceuticals, light industrial products.
agriculture and forestry.

China has decided to import a
new technology which wuses a
column of air in place of a spindle
from Czechoslovakia and refrige-
rated van design and manufactur-
ing technology from the German
Democratic Republic. It will co-
produce heavy trucks with Czecho-
slovakia, buses with Hungary and
Poland, fork lifts with Bulgaria
and combine harvesters with the
German Democratic Republic.

Trade between China and these
five countries, in spite of its rapid
expansion in the past year, ac-
counted for only 2 per cent of
China’s total trade volume and less
than 1 per cent of that of these five
European countries. In order to
realize the trade potentials and
discuss establishing a mixed eco-
nomic  commission of  vice-
premiers, Chen Muhua, State
Councillor and Minister of Foreign
Economic Relations and Trade,
will visit three of these five coun-
trics next month. She hopes to
negotiate long-term bilateral cco-
nomic and trade agreements.

Each of these five European
countries has its own economic and
technological strong points which
China can learn from. For example,
the German Democratic Republic
exports 5400 types of optical in-

8

struments to more than 100 coun-
tries every year. Czechoslovakia
produces 500.000-kilowatt thermal
generators and  440,000-kilowatt
nuclear power ecquipment. The
Balkan United Vehicle Enterprise
of Bulgaria is the largest producer
of fork lifts in the world. Poland
exports power station boilers rated
at 1,800 tons per hour. And Hun-
gary produces lkarus buses, high-
quality medicines and pesticides
and medical apparatus.

Delta Thriving
On Open Policy

For five years running, the total
industrial and agricultural output
value of the fertile, subtropical
Zhujiang (Pcarl) River Dclta in
southern Guangdong Province has
registered an annual growth rate of
over 11 per cent, higher than the
national average.

The new boom is attributable to
the area’s favourable climate, pro-

Peasants in Baoan County,

Guangdong Province,

ximity 10 Hongkong and Macao,
and, most importantly, the imple-
mentation of the central authorities’
special policies for opening Guang-
dong and other coastal provinces
and cities to the outside world.

According to statistics from the
cight cities and 24 counties in the
Zhujiang River Delta, the total in-
dustrial and agricultural output
value in 1983 was up 73 per cent
from 1978, with an average
annual growth rate of 11.7 per
cent.  In Shenzhen, one of China’s
first speciai cconomic zones, this

ligure was quadrupled, and in
Foshan, Nanhai and Huizhou
doubled.

Foreign capital and imported

advanced technology and  equip-
ment have also played an impor-
tant role in quickening the dela’s
cconomic growth. In five years
the arca has signed 24,000 con-
tracts with companies in Hong-
kong and Macao and foreign coun-
trics involving USS4.000 million
in forcign investment, of which
USS1.080  million

have already

produce electrical

appliances in a factory operating in co-operation with a US company.




been put to use. The electronics
industry alone has imported more
than 2,000 scts of equipment and
30 assembly lines.

Many rural factories have up-
graded their technology and equip-
ment with foreign expertise, and a
number of new enterprises have
been cstablished which are con-
sidered first-class in China and
compare favourably with advanced
world levels. One-third of the
peasant-run factories in Shunde
County. Guangdong, are making
export commodities.

The distribution of goods has
also been quickened. marked by
multiple channels. fewer intermed-
iatc links and an openness to the
outside world. Many state-run
stores and supply and marketing
co-operatives have been working
closely with urban factories and
rural industries on a wide scale.
and the number of collective and
individual commercial enterprises
has grown rapidly.

By the end of last yecar, 260,000
households in  the dclia
engaged in individual industry
and commerce, employing 300.000
people, and 80,000 citizens were
specializing in transporting farm
and sidcline goods.

werce

Agricultural commodity produc-
tion has made much headway, too.
The output of fish and fruit, for
example, has grown noticeably.
Nanhai County alone sells 85 per
cent of its farm and sidceline prod-
ucts as commodities. Foreign-
exchange income from tourism in
this rose to US$40 million
- in 1985 from US$2 million in 1978.

arca

Thriving commodity production
has hclped improve the people’s
livelihood. By the end of 1983,
savings deposits in the delta to-
talled 5,450 million yuan, a 4.5-
fold increase from the end of 1978.
Interestingly cnough, the first three
scts of combination furniture
worth 3.000 yuan cach sold at the
Nanfang Building in Guangzhou
were all bought by delta peasants.
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President Li Xiannian (second from right) in talks with Sri Lanka's President
Junius Joyewardene (second from left)

China, Sri Lanka Find Commonality

President Li Xiannian has told
the visiting President of Sri Lanka
that China will, as always, abide
by the Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence and will
relations with Sri

conduct its
Lanka on that
basis.

Li was speaking at a banquet
in honour of President Junius
Richard |ayewardenc. and Mrs.
layewardene, whose trip to China
from May 20 to 25 at Li's invila-
tion was the first by a Sri Lankan
head of state.

“In recent years,” Li said, “the
Government ol Sri Lanka
made great clforts to exploit the

has

natural resources of its country.
pursued open economic  policics
and engaged in active international
co-operation. thus bringing about
a rapid growth of the national
cconomy.

“Sri Lanka pursucs a foreign
policy of non-alignment and con-
demns power politics and policies
of aggression and expansion.” he
said. "It stands for peace. dis-
armament and  good-neighbour
rclations and works for South-
South co-operation and regional
co-operation in South  Asia. The
Chinese Government and people

very much admire Sri Lanka fo
the active role it is playing in in-
ternational affairs and firmly sup-
port its just struggle to safeguard
its independence. sovereignty and
territorial integrity.”

The two discussed
the current international situation
and bilateral relations on May 21.
stressing the promotion of unity

presidents

and co-operation  between  third
world countrics
On the mternational sitwation,

the two sides held that the super-
powers” hegemonic rivalry is the

major source of world tension.
They declared  that  enhancing
unity  between  the  peoples  of

various countrics and lorcing the
superpowers 1o
ment on total disarmament

rcach an  agree-
is the

way to safcguard world peace.

They were concerned about the
situation in South Asia and held
that the countries in this region
should choose their own govern-
ments and social systems through

peacciul dialugue.

Both presidents expressed satis-

faction with the development of

friendly rclations  between  thei

IWO countries.
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Jayewardene pointed out that
Sri Lanka was one of the first
countries to establish diplomatic
ties with China and that the two
countries share identical views on
major international issues.

He thanked the Chinese Govern-
ment for its sincere assistance 1o
his country.

Deng Xiaoping, Chairman of
the Central Advisory Commission
of the Chinese Communist Party,
who met Jayewardene on May 23,
said that relations between the two
countries have been good since
they were established and the two
countries have much in common.
On the international issues, said
Deng: “We have no divergence
and argument; we have only
friendship.”

Jayewardene said Sri Lanka had
speeded its economic development
through the establishment of free-
trade zones, a policy which has
helped 60,000 people find employ-
ment.

He said he hoped 1o learn from
China's experiences in opening its
special economic zones.

Deng said China and Sri Lanka
have much in common in this
respect and have found a correct
road in the use ol special economic
zones. “Closed-doorism™ could
not end a nation's backwardness,
he said.

Meeting with Jaycwardene on
May 21, Premier Zhao Ziyang said
that in the 1950s, while China was
blocked by the imperialists, Sri
Lanka signed a rubber and rice
pact with China and Sri Lanka
had always supported the restora-
tion of China's seat in the United
Nations.

Zhao said that China is willing
to improve, enrich and vary its co-
operation with other third world
countries by learning from one
another and making up one
another’s deficiencies.

The Chinese and Sri Lankan
Governments signed two agree-
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ments on May 22, one on the
establishment of a joint committec
for economic and trade co-opera-
tion, the other on scientific and
technical co-operation.

Premier Zhao on
International Issues

Premier Zhao Ziyang, at a press
conference to outline his views on
a number of international issues,
has said that his visit to Western
Europe is aimed at secking [riend-
ship. co-operation and pcace.

Zhao was speaking on May 23
to Beijing-based journalists from
the six countries he will visit. His
18-day tour, which started on May
29, will cover France. Belgium,
Sweden, Denmark, Norway and
Italy, as well as the European Com-
munity headquarters in Brussels.

Sino-Western European Relations.
Zhao said that Western Europe
plays an important role in inter-
national alfairs and China has
always stressed developing friend-
ly relations with the countries of
this region. which share identical
or similar views with China on

many major international issues
and have been important trading
partners with China.

There are broad prospects for
development of economy and trade
between Western  Europe  and
China, he added.

Zhao said China and the coun-
tries of Western Europe have their
respective strong points and it is
entirely possible for them to learn
from each other, make up for each
other’s weaknesses and co-operate
on the basis of cquality and mutual
benefit.

He invited West European en-
trepreneurs and industrialists to co-
operate with China in its large-
scale construction projects in the
energy. transportation, telecom-
munications, iron and stecl, and
non-ferrous metals industries. as
well as in China's efforts to up-
grade its existing cnterprises

various
forms, he explained, and joint ven-

Co-operation can take

tures in these arcas can vary in size.

On Disarmament. Zhao said
China’s position on disarmament is
known 1o all. It stands for a

reduction of arms and particularly
the complete destruction of all
nuclear weapons.

Premier Zhao Ziyang meets Beijing-based journalists from the six West
European countries he will visit.
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However, he pointed out, be-
cause the two superpowers possess
95 per cent of the world’s nuclear
weapons, they should take the lead
in drastically reducing their nu-
clear and conventional weapons.
Only in this way will it be meaning-
ful to talk about universal disarma-
ment, he said.

The Premier reminded the repor-
ters that China has told the United
Nations that once the two super-
powers stop testing, manufacturing
and improving nuclear weapons
and agree on a drastic reduction
of their nuclear arsenals, China
will approve the convening of an
international conference on disar-
mament involving all nuclear
powers and participate in it.

Zhao said China’s position on
disarmament is conducive to easing
world tensions, as well as tensions
between the East and West.

He said he is ready to exchange
views on this issue with West Euro-
pean leaders during his visit and
he hopes that China will receive
their understanding and support for
its position.

On the Peace Movement in West-
ern Europe. Zhao described this
movement as an expression of the
West European people’s desire for
peace and their refusal to be
_ plunged into another catastrophic
war. China sympathizes with them
and supports this desire, he said.

Whether certain other countries
may take advantage of this move-
ment to serve their own interests
is another matter, he said. The
Woest European countrics’ efforts
to strengthen their defenses for the
sake of their own security are not
contradictory to their efforts to
safeguard peace, he said.

Sino-Soviet Relations. Asked if the
Soviet Union is a reliable partner
for dialogue, Zhao said, **Only in
the process of dialogue can one
ascertain whether the partner s
reliable.”

“The Soviet side said that they
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put off the visit (to Beijing by Ivan
Arkhipov) because they were not
well prepared,” Zhao said. *“Well,
let's wait until they are well pre-
pared. The postponement of Arkhi-
pov’s visit to China will not affect
the next round of consultations on
normalizing Sino-Soviet relations.”

“On our part,” he said, ““we are
willing to seek the normalization of
relations with the Soviet Union on
the basis of the Five Principles of
Peaceful Coexistence. We also hope
that economic and technical ex-
changes between the two countries
will expand on the basis of equality
and mutual benefit. We think this
is in the interests of the Chinese
and Soviet people and also world
peace.”

Sino-US Relations. Zhao said he
believes that China's relations
with the United States will not
affect its relations with the Soviet
Union, or vice versa.

Sino-US relations have improved
1o a certain extent as a result of
the exchange of visits between
leaders of the two countries, he
said. But the main obstacle, the
Taiwan question, still exists.

Only when the US Government
carnestly observes the principles set
out in the three joint communiques
can Sino-US relations develop
steadily in the long term, Zhao
stressed.

Sino-Vatican Relations. Zhao said
since the Vatican still maintains
“diplomatic relations” with Taiwan
and has on several occasions in-
terfered in China's internal affairs
in complete disregard of China's
sovereignty, it is very difficult at
present to talk about improving
China’s relations with the Vatican.

Zhao also said that he had
noticed that Pope John Paul's
reeent remarks on the Vatican's re-

lations with China showed some’

changes in its positions. However,
he pointed out, this question is
complicated and its resolution will
take time.

Ties With Dutch &
Other EEC States

Premier Zhao Ziyang, in a meet-
ing with the visiting Dutch Mini-
ster for Foreign Trade Frederik
Bolkestein, has stressed that China
wishes to expand its co-operation.
with the Netherland and other
countries of European Economic
Community (EEC).

The EEC, said Zhao at the May
25 meeting, is made up of develop-
ed countries cach with advanced
technology and varied advantages
in different areas, while China is a
developing country with a great
potential market and rich natural
resources. Developing relations
and co-operation on the basis of
equality and mutual benefit will
help both China’s modernization
programme and economic pros-
perity in Europe.

China attaches great importance
to its policy of developing rela-
tions with the EEC, Zhao said.
China's greater economic co-opera-
tion with the US and Japan in the
past did not mean China was in-
terested solely in them — different
factors were involved.

Zhac welcomed his first Dutch
visitors China and the
Netherlands normalized diploma-
tic relations in February and hoped
that Sino-Dutch relations would
continue to develop.

since

Zhao pointed out that China
would provide favourable market
conditions for co-operation in ad-
vanced technology. He also hoped
Dutch investors would show their
competitiveness.

Bolkestein said that the Dutch
Government also set great store
by co-operation with China. He
hoped that the scope in economic
and technical co-operation would
expand.
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INTERNATIONAL

Viet Nam

No Basis for Anti-China Charges

by XINHUA COMMENTATOR

N the past month or more, the

Vietnamese authorities, as well
as engaging in military actions in
Kampuchea and along the Kam-
puchean-Thai border, have stepped
up their military provocations
along the Sino-Vietnamese border.
Not unexpectedly. these provoca-
tions have been accompanied by
fabrications that China had "in-
vaded Viet Nam™ and committed
“very serious acts of war escala-
tion” along the Sino-Vietnamese
border.

The international community,
as usual, was not interested in
Hanois  run-of-the-mill  propa-
ganda, but Moscow was an excep-
tion. In April alone, the Soviet
press published more than 20
articles and stories on the Indo-
china problem that supported Vict
Nam and auttacked China.

The Vietnamesce authoritics have
reasons for creating tension along
the Sino-Vietnamese border. Con-
demned by world opinion for their
dry-season offensives in  Kam-
puchea and military incursions
into Thailand, they have frequently
provoked incidents along the Sino-
Vietnamese border to divert atten-
tion from their aggression clse-
where.  Also. Viet Nam relies on
support from its Soviet ally for any .
major military operations in the
Kampuchean-Thai  border arcas,
and tcnsions along the Sino-
Vietnamese border could put it in
a better position to solicit more
aid — or, at lcast, rope in the So-
viet Union a little tighter. And
last but not least, a Hanoi bogged
down in the morass of domestic
12

difficulties is forced to crecate an
artificial crisis to mobilizc more
manpower and material resources
1o bolster its war in Kampuchca.

In the words of one foreign
correspondent, the Vietnamese
authoritics are “whipping up a
feeling of crisis 10 shape world
public opinion and 1o control the
domestic situation™ and “their cur-
rent  provocations against China
arc mecting Viet Nam's needs.”

To conceal their truc motives
from the world, the Viethamcse
authorities . have had 1o invent
these stories about a “Chinese in-
vasion.” They have even tried to
clicit pity by asking "“how could a
country with a population of 60
million have decided to unleash a
military clash with a srate of onc
billion people?”

In addition, they managed to
get other countries to speak foi
them. one of whom said: "Vict
Nam would not be so foolish as
to wage a two-front war by launch-
ing attacks along the Sino-Viet-
namese  border while  starting
offensives in the Kampuchean-Thai
border areas.”

These remarks, it goes without
saying. were intended 10 mislead
the world into believing that the
Victnamese authorities arc “inno-
cent victims.”  But in fact these
arguments were  not  convincing
cither. Not to mention that
throughout history smaller coun-
trics have attacked larger ones.
the world knows from ox-
perience that China, being a coun-
try deeply engrossed in the four
modernizations. needs and seeks a
peaceful  international  environ-

ment. It knows, and points out,
that China does not want to in-
volve itself in a military adventure
that might hinder the realization
of its modernization plan. Even
the Vietnamese authoritics have
said that China could not realize
its four modernizations if it want-
ed to fight them.

There would have been tran-
quility along the Sino-Vietnamese
border had it not been for the
Victnamese provocations. But the
Vietnamese side has repeatedly
created such  incidents  in the
border arcas to achieve its overall
objectives.  True enough. Viet
Nam is not ablc to invade China
on a large scale now that it is
swamped in the war in Kam-
pucheca. However. in the cyes of
the Victnamese authorities, 1o
create limited tension by infiltrat-
ing and carrying out military pro-
vocations in the border areas can
be profitable and harmless.

After  the Chinese  frontier
guards withdrew voluntarily from
their counter-attacks in self-defence
along the Sino-Victnamese border
in February 1979, the Victnamese
authoritics moved
large numbers of troops to the

immediately

foremost fronticr. and cven oc-
cupied hills on the Chinesc side
and built fortilications at com-
manding points. Since then. Viet-
namese troops have taken advan-
tage of their favourable positions
in height to shell Chinese border
residents.

In addition, the situation on
the two sides of the Sino-Viet-
namese border is quitc different.
In the late 1970s, Hanoi cleared its
border arca of residents and turn-
ed it into a depopulated zone con-
trolled by the army. Many of these
former residents fled 1o China. In
comparison. the Chinese side is
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relatively heavily populated with
people working and living normal
lives.

The  Vietnamese  authorities
have tried to exploit this situation,
believing that any military pro-
vocations they create along the
border will harm the Chinese. In
the Laoshan and Zheyingshan
areas, for example, Vietnamese
raiders have killed and wounded
many local Chinese residents.
destroyed houses and disrupted
farming. Local residents suffering
from these Vietnamese provoca-
tions have strongly urged the Chi-
nesc frontier guards to retaliate

The Gulf

and defend their property and
well-being. c

China is not willing to fight;
nor does it wish to have a tense
situation on the Sino-Vietnamese
border. But it will not allow any-
one to carry out harassment and
sabotage at will. Moreover, its
frontier forces can defeat and
wipe out Vietnamese intruders to
the last man, even in the most dif-
ficult terrain. The recent Chinese
counter-attack was just and well
exccuted. The lies of the Viet-
namcse authorities, together with
their armed provocations. will
prove bankrupt in the end.

Tension Rises After Tanker Attacks

by REN YAN

THE sinking of the Yugoslavian

oil 1anker Fidelity on May
19. the sixth tanker to have been
attacked in the Gulf in a week,
not oniy forcbodes the escalation
of the Iran-Iraq war but may also
lead 1o the warfare spreading into
ncighbouring countries and to mil-
itary involvement by the big
powers.

The missile strike against the
Fidelity Tollowed air attacks on
two Kuwaiti and threc Saudi tank-
rs, all of which have drawn a
strong reaction in the Gulf coun-
trics.  On May 17, an emecrgency
meeting of the Gulf Co-operation
Council foreign ministers was call-
ed in Rivadh to discuss the attacks.
On May 19 the Arab Ministerial
Council met hurriedly to review
the situation and study joint action
that could be adopted to deal with
the crisis. Two days later, repre-
sentatives of the six Gulfl countries
jointly sent a letter to the UN Se-
curity Council requesting an em-
ergency meeting 1o discuss the in-
tensilied Gulf situation.
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At the same time, Saudi Arabia
and Kuwait strengthened their air
defences to deal with any sudden
attacks and to defend their oil-
fields and installations.

Bchind the rapid deterioration ol
the Gulf situation is the escalation
of the 44-month-old Iran-lraq war,
in which neither side is gaining.
Any further spreading of the war
poscs a grave threat to peace in
the Middle East and the world.

It is widely hoped that Iran and
Iraq will consider other countries’

Moscow-Washington

interests and immediately stop
their attacks on shipping and take
initiatives towards a peaceful solu-
tion before it is too Jate.

The current crisis has aroused
the greatest anxiety in the West,
which dcpends heavily on oil im-
ports from the Gulf. It is reported
that 20 per cent of the West’s oil
needs are met by Gulf producers,
and Japan imports 65 per cent of
its oil from the region. The United
States, Great Britain and France
are stepping up diplomatic activi-
tics to prevent the situation from
worsening. as well as planning
military intervention if necessary.

The United States has repeated-
ly stated that it has an obligation
to defend Western interests in the
Gulf and is willing to provide air
protection for oil tankers plying
those waters.  The Soviet Union,
which has condemned the United
States for its intervention in Guif
matters, has sent naval forces to
the region. This rivalry has made
the situation even more explosive.

The  Chinese  people  firmly
opposc any military intervention
in the Gulf by other countrics, es-
pecially the superpowers. under
the pretext of safeguarding  sca
traffic. In the currently
world. armed action by one super-
power is bound to lead 1o interven-
tion by the other. creating an un-
predictable and volatile situation.

wense

Military Rivalry Intensifies in Europe

by WANG CHONGIIE

HE Soviet Union and the
United States. in contending
for military superiority in Europe.
have since last winter stepped up
the manufacture and deployment
of various new tvpes of weapons.

particularly nuclear weapons, in
Furope.

Following the disruption of the
Geneva  talks  on medium-range
missiles  last  November,  US
Pershing-11 and  cruise  missiles
have been shipped 1o Western
Europe and some have already
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been installed in the Federal Re-
public of Germany, England and
Italy.

Washington has stood pat in
carrying out the NATO plan for
deploying medium-range missiles
in Western Europe to counter the
large number of Soviet SS-20 mis-
siles deployed on-the continent
since the mid-1970s.

In an interview with the TASS
news agency on May 20, Soviet
Defence Minister Dmitri Ustinov
disclosed that as a counter-measure
against these moves, the Soviet
Union has since last November re-
stored and stepped up the deploy-
ment of SS-20s in its own territory
and a number of tactical missiles
with a longer range in the German
Democratic Republic (GDR) and
Czechoslovakia. Recently, it also
deployed a supplement of similar
missiles in the GDR and increased
the number of its missile-carrying
submarines off the US coast.

Moscow has also declared
further counter-measurcs against
future increased US nuclear build-
up in Europe.

Washington says that the large
number of SS-20s deployed in
Europe, by outweighing the West
not only in conventional but also
in nuclear arms, has posed a
military threat to the West. The
measures taken by NATO, it
argues, aim purely at “‘restoring
the balance of power™ between the
East and the West.

Moscow, on the other hand,
views the latest US deployment as
a step to gain military superiority,
and it is resolved not to let the
United States “upset the military
equilibrium already established.”

In his interview with TASS,
Ustinov declared that the counter-
measures recently taken by his
government against the US deploy-
ment restore the nuclear equi-
librium on a still higher level. But
he had to admit that the increased
numbers of nuclear warheads aim-

14

cd at ecach other's targets have
substantially reduced the time
needed for measures to be taken
in the event of a nuclear attack or
an unintentional nuclear situation.
This has also undermined the trust
between countries and augmented
the possibilities of a nuclear clash.

The continuous escalation of the
nuclear rivalry is clearly not con-
ducive to maintaining peace but
can only increase the possibilities
of a nuclear conflict. Nevertheless,
both Moscow and Washington
cling to their stubborn positions
regarding the resumption of the
Geneva talks.

Washington, while claiming it
is always ready to resume the
talks, has made it clear that it be-
lieves the Soviet Union can be
brought back to the negotiating
table only if the United States con-
tinues to deploy medium-range
missiles in Western Europe and
increase its strategic weapons.

Moscow has announced that it,
too, is not opposed to reopening
the talks. But it has repeatedly

Latin America

US Rate Increase

by WAN ZHONGMIN

HE US decision to raise its

prime interest rate by half a
percentage point has sparked sharp
criticism from the debt-stricken
Latin American countries, which
threatened to fight back by taking
united actions on financial matters.

American banks announced the
half-point increase to 12.5 per cent
on May 8, the third such rise in
two months. The prime rate is
now at its highest since October
1982. The announcement imme-
diately came under fire from the
Latin American countries, es-

stressed that before the talks can
be resumed the United States must
stop deploying its nuclear missiles
in Europe and completely remove
its medium-range missiles already
in place.

There is no proof that the two
superpowers actually would reduce
their enormous arsenals through
negotiations. On the contrary,
their arms race and military rivalry
will become more and more acute.

The shadows of the Euromis-
siles have already stretched beyond
Europe and are now hovering
over other areas. Moscow has
repeatedly declared that it would
react to the deployment of MX
missiles and any other new stra-
tegic nuclear systems by producing
similar weapons and that it would
also take counter-measures against
the US plan for devcloping anti-
missile  weapons,  anti-satellite
systems and other types of *star
wars" weapons.

All this poses an increasingly
grave threat to peacc in Europe
and the world at large.

Aggravates Crisis

pecially Brazil, Mexico, Argentina
and Venezuela, four of the largest
debtor nations in the world.

The Brazilian Foreign Ministry,
in a statement, accused the United
States of “pouring cold water” on
Latin American nations and wast-
ing a good part of Brazil's en-
deavours to adjust its national
economy.

Mexican President Miguel dc la
Madrid complained that “our hard-
earncd dollars from export and
tourism have all been drained” by
the increase in the prime rate.

Argentine President Raul Alfon-
sin described the US decision as
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“a neutron bomb™ hurled at the
developing countries.

Gonzalo Barrios, President of
Venezuela’s ruling Democratic
Action Party, charged that the
United States is trying to maintain
its own prosperity at the expense
of other countries. The public
opinion in Venezucla also con-
demns the US move as one aimed
at shifting its deficits on to Latin
American countries and forcing
them to accept austerity measures
prescribed by the International
Monetary Fund.

The increased rate, the result of
the huge US federal deficits, has
put an even heavier burden on
Latin American countries, whose
foreign debt now totals US$350,000
million (about half of the total
foreign debt of the developing
countries). A half-point increase
adds another US$5,200 million to
their debt. including morc than

UN Conference

$1,000 million each for Brazil and
Mexico and $600 million for
Argentina for payment of increas-
ed interest. .

In recent years, many Latin
American countries, while adopt-
ing austerity policies, have also
held talks with creditor nations to
reschedule their debt payments to
improve their trade and financial
conditions.  But they must now
use a big chunk of their trade sur-
pluses to pay the increased in-
terest. This not only dims their
prospects for an economic re-
covery; it also pushes them into a
more difficult position in trying to
negotiate a debt rescheduling.

In view of such a difficult situa-
tion, Argentina’'s Alfonsin has
proposed a Latin American sum-
mit to discuss possible united
actions against the high interest
rate.

Steps Urged to Halt Desertification

by YE ZHIXIONG

HE United Nations Environ-

ment Programme (UNEP) has
unanimously urged every country
to take measures to prevent and
control the growth of deserts, a
worldwide threat affecting 90 na-
tions and cvery continent except
Anlarctica.

The UNEP governing council.
whose 12th session is under way
in Nairobi, called the halt of deser-
tification a pressing task, which
should be undertaken “for the
common benefit of mankind.”

“Currently about 35 per cent of
the world’s land surface is at risk
and the livelihoods of the 850
million people who live there are
directly threatcned,” said UNEP
Exccutive Director Mostafa Tolba.
“Three-quarters of the 45 million
square kilometres that make up
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the world’s drylands are already
affected.”

According to the latest UN
survey, 3,100 million hectares of
rangeland, 335 million hectares of
rain-fed cropland and 40 million
hectares of irrigated land. totalling
3475 million hectares (or the
area of North and South America
combined) are now affected by
desertification.  Each year. some
6 million hectares of land are
turned into deserts and some 21
million hectares more are reduced
to a state of near or complete use-
lessness.

The United Nations cstimates
that the direct loss to agriculture
from desertification has reached
USS$26,000 million a year.

The scriousness of desertifica-
tion drew world aftention during
the severe drought in the southern
Sahara trom 1968-73, when hun-

dreds of thousands of people and
millions of livestock died of
starvation. Following several years
of preparation, the UN conference
on desertification was convened in
Nairobi in 1977 and a plan of ac-
tion to combat desertification was
adopted, including 28 recom-
mendations.

The main task of the current
UNEP session is to assess the pro-
gress made in the action plan
(1978-84) and to decide on realistic
and effective actions to be taken
during the next 15 years.

The current scssion is convened
at a time when Africa is suffering
another drought, more serious and
widespread than the previous one.
About 150 million people in 34
drought-stricken African countries
arc facing severe food shortages.
among them millions of starving
people in the 24 most seriously hit
countrics. More than 3.2 million
tons of emergency food relief arc
necded to avoid mass deaths. The
United Nations has set up an Afri-
can crisis office in Nairobi to deal
with the situation.

The dclegates at  the session
have found that the existing plan
of action to combat desertification
has failed to achieve
progress in the past seven years.
Drought accelerates the effects of
desertification, and more impor-
tantly. they discovered that human
factors — the overuse of marginal
lands, overgrazing, deforestaticn
and poor cultivation — have in-
creasingly accelerated both drought
and desertification.

sufficient

As many dclegates pointed out,
the growth of deserts can be stop-
ped and there arc already success-
ful cxamples of national projects
in a number of countries, includ-
ing China. The key lies in the
political will of the various gov-
ernments, particularly those of
developed countries.

The UNEP session has propos-

ed a North-South dialoguc on the
cnvironment.



China’s Open Policy Remains Consistent

— Sidelights of the Second Session of the Sixth

National People’s Congress

by JIAN CHUAN

Our Correspondent

L AST year when China began
to oppose ideological contami-
nation, some peoplc abroad
wondered whether China might
withdraw its open policy. They
thought China would close the door
which it had just opcned to the
outside world.

But during his visit to the
United States this past January,
Premier Zhao Ziyang told US
businessmen: *“China has opened
its door and will never close it
again.” And after Deng Xiaoping
inspected the Shenzhen and Zhuhai
Special Economic Zones at the end
of January. he pointed out, “In
building special cconomic zones
and in implementing the open
policy, we should be clear that our
guideline is not to withdraw, but
tc open.”

During the current session of
the 6th NPC. the highest body of
state power, Premier Zhao pointed
out in his rcport on the work of
the government that China must
resolutely implement the policy of
opening to the outside world.
Many deputies cited ample facts to
prove the correctpess of this policy.
which must be continued for a
long time 1o come.

Guangdong Province was the
first to implement special open
policies. Liang Lingguang, povernor
and a NPC deputy from the prov-
ince, said at a group meeting.
“The expericnce of Guangdong
showed that the open policy was
correct.  In the past few years we
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have built three special economic
zones — Shenzhen, Zhuhai and
Shantou — and signed 32,630 con-
tracts using forcign capital. The
total value of foreign investment is
US$4.64 billion, and US§1.15
billion is already being uscd.
Seventy-five guesthouses and tour-
ist centres have been built or
renovated. We have also imported

Premier Zhao's
reaffirmation of China’s
open policy was strongly
supported by NPC
deputies. Many of them
cited facts to prove its
advantages.

advanced technology and cequip-
ment, which has updated the tech-
nical standards of our province
and promoted the development
of production. Our total industrial
and agricultural output in 1983
was 45.5 billion yuan, a 51.7
per cent increase over 1978,

Wei Fuhai. mayor of Dalian and
a NPC deputy from Liaoning. said
he was very happy about the open
policy. Dalian is one of the 14
cities slated for special open status.
Wei said, " Dalian has already ben-
cfited from the open policy. Since
1979, the city has imported 330
items of technology and 7.384 sets
of cquipment %ising forcign capital.
Most of these have yiclded good
results. Both sides were satisfied

Wei Fuhai.

and received some benefit. This
shows that the open policy is
essential.”

As an important coastal indus-
trial city, Dalian has many op-
portunities to use foreign capital
and import advanced technology.
Its ice-free port can handle 30 mii-
lion tons of cargo a ycar. It also
has a solid industrial foundation
and a strong scientific and techno-
logical force. The open policy will
attract more people from foreign
financial and business circles and
from Hongkong to make big invest-
ments. The mayor said representa-
tives or letters had been sent to
Dalian by 30 companics and banks
from Japan. the United States, the
Federal Republic of Germany,
France and Hongkong, discussing
matters relating to the establish-
ment of the Dalian economic zone
and various forms of c¢conomic
and technical co-operation.

The city is preparing 1o open
further to the outside world. Da-
lian Airport is being cxpanded. A
runway for Bocing 747s is expect-
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ed to be completdd before the end
of this year. The feasibility study
for building a new port at Dayao
Bay is under way. Construction of
the projects to improve telecom-
munications facilitics and the long-
distance phone service is being
stepped up, and the energy and
clectricity supply project has just
started its construction.

Solid Legal Basis

Is it safe to invest in China? Arc
therc any guarantees? In 1979
when China first announced its
open policy, quite a few foreign in-
vestors were doubtful. And their
doubts were not unfounded. Be-
cause China had been closed for
s0 many years, it had opened its
door without any economic laws
pertaining to foreign investment

Yang lingyu. deputy secretary-
general of the Commission for Le-
gal Affairs of the NPC Standing
Commitiee told me that since 1979
the NPC and its Standing Commit-
tee has adopted 34 laws and related
resolutions (excluding the Consti-
tution), and 16 decisions to revise
and amend existing laws. Six are
major cconomic laws relating to
foreign affairs— The Law on
Joint Ventures Using Chinese and
Foreign Investment, The Income
Tax Law Concerning Joint Ven-
tures Using Chinese and Foreign
Investment, The Income Tax Law
Concerning Foreign Enterprises,
The Individual Income Tax Law,
The Patent Law and The Trade
Marks Law.

In addition, the State Council
has drawn up a number of related
administrative rules and regula-
tions to ensure the correct imple-
mentation of these laws. The 1982
new Constitution stipulates, “The
People’s Republic of China permits
foreign enterprises, other foreign
economic organizations and indi-
vidual foreigners to invest in
China and to enter into various
forms of cconomic co-operation
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with Chinese enterprises. . .. Their
lawful rights and intercsts are pro-
tected by the law of the Pcople's
Republic of China.”

Yang went on to say that five
principles were taken into consid-
eration in enacting these six eco-
nomic laws relating to foreign
affairs and their detailed rules for
implementation.

— Foreign enterprises. economic
organizations and individuals are
permitted to invest in China in
various ways and are allowed to
carn legal profits.

— Investors e¢njoy  preferential
treatment, including the reduction
or exemption of income tax. Their
entry and exit procedures are sim-
plified. Part of the home market
has been opened to their products.
The profits of foreign investors
may be remitted abroad.

— Disputes will be settled ac-
cording to international practice or
contracts. Contracts are protected
by law once they are signed.

Trademark and patent rights of
forcign investors are protected.
The investors may use capital, or
industrial rights as their invest-
ment or they may invest in Kind.

— Investors in special cconomic
zones may enjoy more preferential
trecatment than in other arcas

Yang concluded, “The present
laws and regulations concerning
cconomic relations with foreign
countries are not complete, but the
days are gone when there was no
legal basis at all. Generally speak-
ing, we now have laws to go by.
These laws and detailed rules will
fully ensure the security of foreign
investors, and both the Chinese
and their foreign partners will
benelit cconomically.™

Mutual Benefit

It is clear that operating joint
ventures and co-operative business-

¢s will help China absorb foreign
capital and import advanced
technology and management exper-
tise. But will the investors benefit
as well?

During the NPC session. | inter-
viewed several deputies from
Hongkong and Macao who had in-
vested on the mainland.

Chuang Shih-ping, a 72-year-old
deputy to the NPC and chairman
of the board of directors of the
Hongkong Nanyang Commercial
Bank, was onc of the first bank-
ers to invest in and grant loans
for construction on the mainland.
His financial involvement comes to
600 or 700 million HK dollars, for
communications, tourism, electro-
nics and textile projects, and
various homc and property dcals.

Chuang Shih-ping.

In an interview Chuang said, *“In
the last few years the NPC has
endorsed some important laws and
regulations concerning economic
relations with foreign countries.
These laws and regulations safe-
guard the interests of investors. If
the enterprises we invested in are
operated well, we can recoup our
investments. The loan worth sev-
eral million HK dollars | granted
to the Guangzhou Automobile
Company to buy taxis, and a loan
for rebuilding and re-equipping the
hotels in Kunming and Hainan
Island have already been paid back
with interest. The investment |
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made to build office buildings,
holiday resorts and hotels in the
Shenzhen Special Economic Zone
has almost been recouped as well.
Certainly, we have met with some
troubles in our co-operation, such
as bureaucratism, delays and petty

disputes. These bad work habits
have sometimes made investors
hesitate. But now China is work-

ing hard to reform thesc unreason-
able practices and oppose bureau-
cratism, and foreign investors will
gain confidence.”

Chuang was very glad to hear
Premicr Zhao reiterate the govern-
ment’s open policy in his work
report. *'l think by doing so. China
will attract more and more in-
terested people to invest in con-
struction on the mainland. And my
bank wishes to invest further. Not
long ago we signed a contract with
Guilin to jointly build a tourist
centre. The bank has also invested
in building the Huanglong Hotel
in Hangzhou. The 500 to 700-bed
hotel will cost US850 million, and
is scheduled to begin construction
later this year. We also have an
cye on other projects.”

Ma Man Kce, a 64-year-old de-
puty to the NPC and a Standing
Committec Member of the Sixth

Ma Man Kee.

National Committee of the Chinese
People’'s  Political Consultative
Conference, is president of the
Chinese  General Chamber  of
Commerce in Macao. In  the
first years after nationwide libera-
tion in 1949, Ma was vice-
chairman of the boards of direc-
tors of two investment cor-
porations in Guangdong Province,
and organized industrialists and
business people in Hongkong and
Macao to invesi in sugar refineries
and gunny-sack factories on the
mainland. But his investment
activities were suspended during
the “cultural revolution.” After

China began opching to the outside
world in 1979, Ma and his friends
invested in construction of the
Zhongshan Hot Spring Hotel, a
first-class hotel in Zhongshan city,
Guangdong Province, with 400
standard apartments, 10 garden vil-
las, a golf course and other large
recreational facilities. The hotel
opened for business at the end of
1980. The number of guests has
gone up yecar after year, and the
hotel earned 33 million yuan last
year, second only to the Dongfang
Hotel in Guangdong and the Bei-
jing Hotel in the capital.

Ma’s successful investments have
given him full confidence in China.
An 18-storey hotel with a revolv-
ing restaurant on the top. built
jointly by Ma and Foshan city will
open for business next month.
Now Ma is negotiating a loan
worth 100 million yuan o jointly
build a large synthetic fibre
factory.

He told me that the cconomic
laws and regulations in China
conform not only to the interests
of the state but also the in-
terests of investors. He said the
number of joint ventures using
Chinese and foreign investment
will increase, and so will the num-
ber of investors. |

An Important Channel for Democracy

More than 1,000 motions have been put forward during the current

session, many more than those raised in the last session.

by WU NAITAO

QOur Correspondent

UANG Dingchen, the 83-year-
old Chairman of the China
Zhi Gong Dang, told me at the
meeting of the Second Session of
the Sixth National Committee of
the Chinese People’s Political Con-

sultative  Conference (CPPCQO),
“I've been a member of the
18

CPPCC from its First National
Committee till today. Over the
last 35 vcars, there have becen more
and more representatives in  the
CPPCC. 198
members in its First National Com-
Taiwan
and just a few minority people.
The Sixth National Committee has
more than 2,000 members. 60 per
cent of whom are representatives

There were only

mittee, with no one from

from the various democratic par-
ties or people with no party affi-
liation. They have played a big
role in the organization.”

The China Zhi Gong Dang is a
democratic party composed mainly
of returned overseas Chinese and
their family members.

Of the 41 new members added
at the current session, 75 per cent
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belong to democratic parties or
have no party affiliation, and 24
per cent are members of the Com-
munist Party. Many of the new
members are specialists, scholars,
scientists and cultural workers
who have made outstanding con-
tributions to the modernization
drive. They include factory direc-
tor Bu Xinsheng, known for his
innovation in business manage-
ment, woman scientist Xiu Rui-
juan, who has made important dis-
coverics in microcirculation, and
Li Dawci, a Taiwan pilot who
flew to the mainland.

The Chinese People’s Political
Consultative  Conference  was
founded on September 21, 1949.
As the conditions for convening a
National People’s Congress (NPC)
were not ripe at that time, the
CPPCC exercised the functions
and powers of the NPC, the highest
organ of state power, and enacted
the Common Programme of the
Chinese People’s Political Consul-
tative Conference, which function-
cd as the provisional Constitution
of New China. It elected the
Central People’s Government and
proclaimed the founding of the
People’s Republic of China. When
the First Session of the First Na-
tional People’s Congress was con-
vened in 1954, the CPPCC turned
itself into a patriotic united front
organization practising socialist
democracy through political con-
sultation.

It comprises representatives
from the Chinese Communist Par-
ty. the various democratic parties,
and people with no party affilia-
tion from ali walks of life. Gen-
erally, the CPPCC calls its annual
session at the same time as the
NPC annual session, so that its
members may voice their opinions
on state policy decisions.

-Sincere Co-operation

The unification of the mother-
land is much talked about at the
current session. An Diwei, Vice-
President of the Guizhou Provin-
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cial Association of Science and
Technology, said at a panel dis-
cussion, “We should not only have
a sense of responsibility, but a
sense of urgency on the problem of
the return of Taiwan to the
motherland. The older gencration
in Taiwan wants rcunion, just as a
falling lecal would reunite with
the roots of the but the
younger generation lacks under-
standing of the mainland. We
should do more work in this re-
spect through various channels,
that is, through the extensive
social links of cach CPPCC mem-
ber.”

tree,

Many members, including some
high-ranking ex-officials of the
Kuomintang and people of no
party affiliation, said they hoped
for another round of co-operation
between the Kuomintang and the
Communist Party to realize the
reunification of the motherland
and invigorate China. They spoke
of their personal expcriences in
co-operating with the Communist
Party. and are satisfied with the
Party’s sincerity and spirit of trcat-
ing cach other with all honesty and
sharing prosperity and adversity.

He Huanfen, Deputy Mayor of

Wuhan and a veteran civil engi-
ncer, said, “When | first became
the deputy mayor iast July, | was
afraid city leaders would not co-
operate with me because 1 might
not be trusted. In the meantime,
I was also afraid of neglecting my
civil engineering work. But | found
later that 1 was fully trusted by
the city Party leaders, cven though
I am not a Party member.
full powers over my work and get
things donc with full confidence.”

| have

Shen Zui, one of the heads of
the Kuomintang secrct service be-
fore liberation, became a CPPCC
member after released from prison
in a gencral amnesty. He said,

“CPPCC Deputy Sccretary-General

Yang Zhengmin, who is a Com-
munist Party member, is the son
of General Yang Hucheng. (Yang
Hucheng was a patriotic general
of the Kuomintang. In 1936, he
and ancther patriotic general,
Zhang Xucliang, forced Chiang
Kai-shek to agree to fight the Jap-
ancse invaders.  Yang was killed
m 1949 — Ed.i 1 killed his father,
but he has abandoned all previous
bad fecling towards me, and has
never said a harsh word 10 me. In
1980, | asked for permission to go
to Hongkong to- visit my relatives.

Chairman Deng Yingchao talking to members from Hongkong and Macco.

v
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When | received my pass, | cried.
| have killed so many Communist
Party members and patriotic peo-
ple, yet the Communist Party has
so much trust in me.”

While discussing Deng  Ying-
chao's opening address to the
CPPCC session and Zhao Ziyang's
report to the NPC on government
work. CPPCC members voiced
many opinions. Some raised rather
sharp criticisms of the shortcom-
ings in work.

On making use of foreign fTunds
and the introduction of advanced
technology. Wu Zhichao. standing
member of the board of dircctors
of the China International Trust
and Investment Corporation, said
that China must pay attention (o
proceeding from the actual situa-
tion. and set its sights on techne-
logically transforming the existing
cnterprises, so as to develop its
own independent industrial system.

Hongkong cntreprencurs  Cai
Zhangge and Luo Guixiang said.
China has many talented people.
yet their talents have not been ful-
ly utilized in production. The main

cause is that China lacks modern
scientific management techniques.
So. apart from the four moderniza-
tions of industry, agriculture,
science and technology and na-
tional defence. we should strive
for a fifth — the modernization of
management.

The united front was not
only a “magic weapon”
during the war years, but
js also a powerful weapon
for the new pericd of

economic construction.

On implementing the policy on
intellcctuals, Yao Xucyin, who is
Chairman of the Hubei Provincial
Federation of Literary and  Art
Circles, said. “The ncewspapers
have printed a lot of articles on
promoting capable people.  vet

The CPPCC China Democratic League group discusses Premier
Zhao Ziyang's NPC report.

many of them have still not been
properly used or put in appro-
priate positions. In some localities
people repeat the phrase, “Age is
the gold medal, formal schooling
is the silver medal, ability is the
bronze medal, yet relationships to
big shots are the trump card.” Ob-
viously. appointing people by
favouritism is the practice there,
instcad of appointing pcople on
their merits.”

Gu Bohua. head of the surgical

department of Shanghai's Long-
hua Hospital, said. “"In implement-
ing the policy on intellectuals, it is
important  always o  consider
where he or she is mosi capable
As a veteran in surgery of tradi-
medicine, | Know
that it takes time to train a skilled
person in traditional Chinese medi-
cine. | have two students who have
worked in the clinic for 21 ycars

after graduating from a six-year

tional Chinese

course in a college for traditional
Chinese medicine. They are quite
promising professionally. Yet re-
cently one was promoted to deputy
director of Longhua Hospital, and
the other was promoted to deputy
secretary of the Party committee of
the College for Traditional Chinese
Medicine and concurrently the col-
lege's vice-president. They are
busy the whole day with adminis-
trative work. I am old and in poor
health. These two students were
my ‘arms’ in
without these two ‘arms,” my per-
sonal ability falls short of my
wishes. The Party and adminis-
tration needs successors, but pro-
fessionals need successors too!”

my work. Now,

On educational reform, Beijing
University Professor Guo Linge
said work in this field had
been going too slowly. The reason .
is that the leadership is too timid.
In his opinion, effective reform
requires constant efforts and bold
innovations.
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Motions Which Receive
Attention

Mcmbers of the CPPCC favour
turning the motion groups which
were set up during every session
into standing work committees.
They think this will help the
CPPCC display its role as demo-
cratic supervisors and consultants.
More than 1,000 motions have
been put forward during the cur-
rent session, many more than those
raised in the last session.

Pcople working in the CPPCC
secretariat  said there are two
main reasons why the members are
so cnthusiastic in raising motions.
First, a strong democratic atmos-
phere reigns the current session.
And second, thc 1,085 motions
put forward during the last session
were taken seriously. More than
85 per cent were handled with
care, and 53 per cent of which
were adopted.

At the last session in June 1983,
Hu Ziang, Zhao Puchu and Huang
Dingchen put forward a motion to
form a centre for the health of the
handicapped. It was quickly ad-
opted. and the China Welfarc
Fund for the Handicapped was
formed in March this year. The
Fund has so far received 26 mil-
lion yuan from the state and dona-
tions from people all over the
country. It is planning to set up
the proposed centre for the health
of handicapped in Beijing.

Ni Songmao, a member with no
party affiliation, is onc of the Vice-
Chairmen of the Fujian Provincial
Committee of the CPPCC. Together
with 16 other members, he raised
a motion during the last session
to build a deep-water harbour in
the Meizhou Bay off Fujian. The
proposal received the attention of
the State Planning Commission,
and has now been lisied as onc of
the key capital construction proj-
ccts in the Sixth Five-Year Plan.
Ni said the Meizhou Bay is wide
and is ncver clogged with ice or
silt. There are @ number of islets
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New member Bu Xinsheng (left), director of the Haiyan
Shirt Factory, talks to Professor Zhu Xinyu.

at its mouth, forming a natural
barrier. Two hundred thousand-
ton ships can berth there, and 10-
15 kilometres of the bay's coast
can be built into docks for 10.000-
ton ships.

Ni went on to explain. “Before
the founding of the Pcople’s Re-
public, building a decp-water har-
bour in the Mecizhou Bay was out
of the question. becaus¢ China’s
cconomy was not sufficiently de-
veloped. During the 10 chaotic
years of the ‘cultural revolution,'
nothing could be done either. But
now the country’s cconomy has
been  developing  steadily,  peo-
ple are beginning to look into the
bay's potential. But Fujian Prov-
ince's resources are limited. The
harbour must be undertaken by
the state, under a unified plan.”

At the current session. Ni rais-
ed other motions on improving
the united front work.

Another CPPCC member. Liu
Yin. said that the united front was
not only one of the three “magic
weapons™ during the vears of revo-
lutionary wars (the other two
were the mass line and criticism
and self-criticism), but is also a

for 1l

period of cconomic construction

powerful  wcapon

Working With Might a~~
Main

The CPPCC organized its
cialists and scholars into 15 wo
groups to discuss or investigris
the state's political activitics.
nomic
front and other important nsoes
of concern to the masses. S
last Scptember,
have made suggestions to the CPC
Central Committee and
ments under the State Coundi
how to improve work in thes

ficlds.

construction. the unwoff

these muembers

) .
aenar

The group studying cconomi
construction is comparatively larec
The group leader, Sun  Yuoyi
is a specialist in exploitirg re-
sources. He is 91 years old. one of
the oldest members.
the-spot investigation. he suggest
ed building an cconomic zone in
the western part of Inner Mon

After on-

golia. centred around the Baotou
Iron and Steel Company. and =
gas plant ncar the coal mine in
Weixian County. Heber Provinee
so that Beijing can have more gas



supplies. His have

been adopted.

1 met this hard-working old =
at the session. He was just back
from Chonggqing in Sichuan. Thure
he and eight other members inves:
tigated the reform of the economic
system. When ! showed my admi-
ration for his enthusiasm, he suid
it is only the duty of a CitCT
member. “The work group is an
important channel for airing views.
Government ministers often came
to make reports or brief us on the
situation. Important Party and
government documents were also
sent here. With our knowledge
gained from on-the-spot investiga-
tion, we are able to make sugges-
tions to contribute to the construc-
tion of the motherland,” he told
me.

suggestions

In his speech to the session, Sun
talked of their trip to Chongging
and suggested having a navigation
competition on the Changjiang
(Yangtze) River. At present, the
navigation work is managed main-
ly by the Changjiang Navigation
Bureau. Not only is the work inef-
ficient. but the river’s potential
cannot be tapped.

Zheng Xiaoxie, a CPPCC mem-
ber with no party affiliation, also
belongs to the economic construc-
tion group. He called for the pro-
tection of the place where the first
congress of the Kuomintang was
convened in Guangzhou. and the
objects associated with it. It is
also the site of the first co-opera-
tion between the Kuomintang and
the Communist Party. Zheng finds
it of particular significance today,
amidst talk of reunifying the moth-
erland.

Many members who are in their
70s or &0s also take part in these
work groups. They feel glad for
having a chance to contribute their
share to the construction of the
country. They said that the last
few yecars have been their golden
age in serving their country. [
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setting Up Organizations of
State Power at Basic Level

by ZHANG YOUYU

T is of vital concern in the con-
solidation of our people’s dem-
ocratic dictatorship and the ac-
complishment of our socialist
modernization o separate govern-
ment administration from com-
mune management and establish
organizations of state power at the
township level.

By the end of last ycar, 22,897
townships had been set up
throughout China, of which 233
are minority nationality town-
ships. The work to set up or-
ganizations of state power at the
township level is expected to be
completed by the end of 1984 all
over China.

The new Constitution of the
People’s  Republic  of  China
changes the system of the rural
people’s commune, and establishes
organizations of state power at the
township level. This is absolutely
necessary and correct. Ours is a
socialist state under the people’s
dictatorship. led by
the working class and based on the
alliance of workers and peasants.
The basic task of the nation in the
years 10 come is lo concentrate its
efforts on socialist modernization.
To fulfil this task, it is neccssary
to improve and consolidate or-
ganizations of state power at all
levels under the people’s democrat-
ic dictatorship.

These basic-level organizations
are the basis of the state’s political
power. They must put into effect
the principles. policies, laws and

democratic

The author is president of the
China Society of Jurisprudence.

directives of the state. It is es-
pecially necessary for them to solve
local problems which concern the
vital interests of the people. This
being the case, strengthening the
development of basic-level organi-
zations of state power is vital to
the improvement and consolida-
tion of the state power under the
people’s democratic dictatorship,
and is a guarantee for the realiza-
tion of socialist modernization.

The township used to be the
basic-level organization of state
power in the rural areas, as stipu-
lated in the Constitution adopted
in 1954. In 1958, people’s com-
munes, which combine govern-
ment administration and economic
management, were founded. Con-
sequently, the township Party com-
mittees were replaced by com-
mune Party commiitees, and the
township people’s councils by
commune managerial committees.
It was then generally believed that
the people’s commune would be
the best organizational form for
building socialism and gradually
moving to communism, and would
develop into a basic unit of the
future communist society. Many
people also predicted that com-
munism would be rcalized in Chi-
na in the not too distant future.

In China’s later Constitutions,
which were adopted in 1975 and
1978, the organization of state
power at the township level was
replaced by the people’s commune,
which was affirmed as the basic-
level unit of political power in the
rural areas. The 1978 Constitution
also clearly stipulated. "People’s
congresses and revolutionary com-
mittees of the people’s communes
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are organizations of political
power at the grass-roots level, and
are lilso leading units of the collec-
tive economy.” By integrating
government administration with
economic management, this was
meant to allow economic organi-
zations to exercise the functions
and powers of the state power
organizations, thereby gradually
abolishing political power bodies.
This would qualitatively change
the functions of the state, which
would lead to the gradual with-
ering away of the state itself.

But facts have proven that this
was a product of ultra-Left think-
ing which had deviated from the
realities of China. It is true that
in Marxist theory, the state is rel-
egated 10 the historical category.
In the future, there will certainly
be a time when the state exists
only to guard against foreign in-
vasions, and will no longer func-
tion as an organization of political
power at home.

The state will wither away
cventually. Its function of govern-
ing the people will give way to
that of allocating materials, and
the current society, which is gov-
erned by political power, will give
way to the communist society
without political power. But this
is something which will only
happen in the future. Currently,
there are neither the conditions
nor the possibility for this change.

Combining government admini-
stration and economic manage-
ment has played a certain role in
improving rural collective econom-
ic  organizations, strengthening
grass-roots political power in the
rural areas and developing the so-
cialist economy. But, on the
whole, the negative aspects of the
system outweigh its positive as-
pects.

Because the leading cadres in a
commune had to devote them-
selves 1o cconomic work and busy
themselves  with  production. as
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they were leaders of the leading
bodies of the collective economy,
they inevitably slackened their ef-
forts in the construction of politi-
cal power. That being the case, a.
lot of work was neglected or done
badly. The principles and policies
of the central authorities could not
be carried out completely and cor-
rectly, and problems concerning
the vital interests of the people in
each locality could not be appro-
priately solved.

But becausc the lcading cadres
were also the leaders of the organ-
izations of political powcer, they

T i s ey

The system of integrating
government administration
with economic management
was a product of ultra-Left
thinking which had deviated
from the realities of China.
Although the system has
played a certain role in
developing the rural
economy, on the whole, its
negative aspects outweigh
its positive aspects.

“

inclined (0 use administra-
tive means to manage the cconomy.
As a result, the peasants had few
or no rights at all of democratic
management. and could not carry
out economic activities on their
own. This ecventually dampened
the peasants™ enthusiasm for pro-
duction and held back its develop-
ment.

were

To change this situation., we
must separate government admin-
istration from cconomic manage-
ment.  Once this work is com-
pleted, the forms and titles of eco-
nomic organizations may vary. |f
the masses still prefer to use the
name people's commune, the com-
munc may remain, but only as a

collective economic organization.
lts previous functions as a grass-
roots political unit will be taken
over by the organizations of state
power at the township level. Only
in this way can the Constitution
and laws of China be effectively
saleguarded. the principles and pol-
icies of our Party and state be im-
plemented, and the political, judi-
cial. cultural, educational and
other administrative work be con-
ducted well. At present, it is par-
ticularly important to improve
social sccurity and protect the
people’s rights.

But, to scparate government ad-
ministration from cconomic work
does not mean that the township
organizations of statc power need
not 1o attend 1o cconomic work.
Today. economic construction is
the focus of work of our Party and
state. There are no cxceptions lor
any organization at any level. The
Organizational Law ol Local Peo-
ple’s Congresses and Local Peo-
ple’s Governments at  Different
Levels stipulates that the township
people’s  congresses  decide  on
plans for cconomic construction
in their respective administrative
arcas, in line with the state plan.
Also, the township people’s gov-
crnments manage the economic
work in their respective admini-
strative arcas. But they will not
directly control the production,
management and other concrete
matters of collective cconomic or-
ganizations, as the pcople’s com-
munes did before government ad-
ministration was separated from
economic management.

The organizations of state
power at the township level
should also protect the legitimate
rights and intercsts of the collec-
tive cconomy, and encourage,
guide and help its devclopment.
Meanwhile, they must supervise
the collective economy, to cnsure
that it accepts the guidance of the
state plan and abides by thc rel-
evant laws.
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SPECIAL REPORT

China’s Thriving Light Industry

China's consumption rate, which used to be quite low,
is now increasing all the time. Its light industry is working
hard to produce varied, high-quality consumer goods to
meet the growing demand. In order to do this, China must
step up imports of advanced technology, speed up the
technical transformation of existing factories and improve
the quality of these enterprises.

For More & Better Consumer Goods

— An interview with Yang Bo, Minister-of Light Industry

Question: In rccent  years, the
supply of consumer goods has in-
creased dramatically. What are the
changes in the consumption pat-
terns of the Chinese people, and
how is the production of consumer
geods progressing?

Answer: Since the Third Plenary
Session of the 11th Party Central
Committec  in 1978, with the
growth of the national cconomy
and the increase in the people’s in-
comes. China’s markets have been

thriving. Previously. people would
rush to purchasc any consumer
item. But now they can make
carcful choices of their goods.

Pcople are especially particular
about nutritious food, fashionable
clothing and high-grade consumer
goods. and they like to live in
spacious rooms. The demand for
basic necessities has been more or

less met. Production of new types
of products, such as household
clectrical  appliances, goods  for

Customers inspect “Snowflake"” refrigerators, produced by the Beijing
Refrigerator Factory, which have become much sought after.

tourists and materials for audio-
visual education, is being stepped
up. And buyers and producers
arc paying much closer attention
1o the quality of consumer goods.

Clecarly, what were once low-
level consumers in China have be-
come high-level, quality-conscious
buyers. The emphasis in the pro-
duction of consumer goods is also
moving from quantity to quality
and diversification. This is no

doubt an inevitable process in
China.

All these changes have been
achieved by readjusting and

restructuring the national economy
and vigorously developing the pro-
duction of consumer goods.

Because we overlooked the im-
provement of the people’s  live-
lihcod and neglected the produc-
tion of consumer goods for a long
time in the past, the state is now
giving priority 1o the growth of
light industry, which reccives
special consideration in the supply
of encrgy, raw and semi-finished
materials, and in transportation,
investments, loans and foreign
exchange. This has cnabled light
industry to make great progress in
capital construction and the pro-
duction of consumer goods.

Between 1979 and 1983, the
central  authorities and  local
governments invested 10,300 mil-
lion yuan in the capjtal construc-
tion of light industry, and 120
large and medium-sized projects
were completed. At the same time,
heavy industry provided more
cquipment and technology for the
existing light industrial enterprises,
and several hundred heavy in-
dustrial factories switched to the
manufacture of light industrial
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products. Combined with thg col-
lectively owned enterprises energet-
ically developed in the past few
years, the scale of light industry is
expanding rapidly. By the end of
last year there were more than
70,000 light industrial cnterprises
in the country, a 7.4 per cent in.
crease over 1978; they employed
12 million workers and staff, a
17.1 per cent increase.

Last year. the output value of
light industry came to 306,000 mil-
lion yuan. Of this, the output
value of departments under the
Ministry of Light Industry was
119.000 million yuan. This is a
70 per cent increase over 1978,
The proportion of the output value
of light industry to heavy industry
was 1 10 1.34 in 1978. It was closc
to I to 1 in 1983, thanks to the
rapid development of light industry
in recent years. We can now say
that China’s light and heavy in-
dustries have embarked on the
road of proportionate and steady
development.

Q: Which sectors of light in-
dustry have made the most rapid
progress?

A: Durable  consumer  goods,
foodstuffs, clothing and some new
emerging scctors have progressed
most rapidly. Of the durable con-
sumer goods, the “three old picces”
(wrist watches, bicycles and sew-
ing machincs) have made great
advances in the past five years.
Apart from somec brands which
are always in great demand,
production can now fully meet the
needs of consumers. The “‘three
new pieces” (refrigerators, washing
machines and electric fans) have
also developed rapidly.

Production of “Three Old and New

Pieces” unit: 10,000
vear 1978 1983

Wrist watches 1,351 3.469
Bicycles 854 2.758
Sewing machincs 486 1.087
Electric fans 1125 1.046
Washing machines 0.03 366
Refrigerator 1.6 19
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The foodstuffs industry has also
grown, thanks 10 good crop har-
vests for several consecutive years.
The output value of sugar, canned
foods, wine, dairy products and
monosodium  glutamate  (MSG)
grew at an average annual rate of
more than 10 per cent. The total
output value of the foodstulfs in-
dustry rcached 79,400 million yuan
in 1983, behind only the machine-
building and textile industrics in
China.

In the clothing industiy, the pro-
duction of synthetic, woullen and
silk fabrics increased by a large
margin. Sample surveys show that
in 1985 urban workers hought 13
per cent more synthetic garments,
29 per cent more woollen clothes
and 9.8 per cent more silk items
over the previous year.

Because materials  and
techniques being
developed. new branches of light
industry are springing up vigorous-
ly. In plastics for example, output
has risen 64.5 per cent in the past
five years. Plastic sheets have
been widely introduced in growing
vegetables, cotton, wheat and other
crops. In 1983 plastic film covered
7.000 hectares of vegetable ficlds
in China.

new

are  constantly

Q: How is the production of
consumer goods developing?

A: Judging from the consumer
market, the long years of short
supply have given way 1o brisk
buying and sclling. What was once
a seller’s market has turned ino a
buyer's market.

According to a survey by the
commercial  departments,  about
one-fifth of China’s 406 light in-
dustrial products arc in short or
intermitient  supply, while four-
fifths arc basically almost always
available or cven excecd demands.
Previously, the production of light
industrial products only met the
peopie’s demand for large quanti
tics. But now, as more and more
people can afford to be carcful con-
sumers. we should pay atiention
not only to output, but also 10 im-
proving the quality and varicty of
the products for sale. This. in
turn. will improve our cconomic
returns. This is @ nceessary trend
for the growth of light industry in
the davs o come.

Since 1979, some 1.000 new light
industrial products. with = about
10.000 new varicties and specifica
tions. haye been put on the market
cvery year. The quality of most
products is improving, and nearly
1.000 famous brands have sprung
up.  Some  of  the  traditionally

Peasants in Hebei Province on o buying spree for synthetic fabrics.




famous-brand products have won
national prizes, including Maotai
liquor produced in Guizhou Proy-
ince, Jingdezhen porcelain from
liangxi Province, Sailing Boat
brand carpets made in Tianjin,
Double Crane brand computer
paper from Shandong Province,
Temple of Heaven brand shirts
made in Beijing and Conch brand
shirts from Shanghai.

At the 1983 national new prod-
ucts evaluation exhibition, the
quality of 119 light industrial prod-
ucts (not including those made in
textile and printing and dycing
mills) was judged to be up to
advanced world levels. Some prod-
ucts have been awarded prizes at
international appraisal meetings.
The dry white wine produced in
Shacheng in Hebei Province won
a silver medal at the 14th interna-
tional white winc appraisal meet-
ing last year. A violin manufac-
tured by Dai Hongxiang of the
Beijing Violin Factory won a gold
medal at the First International
Violin Competition held in the
Federal Republic of Germany last
year.

But the growth of China’'s light
industrial production is still unable
1o meet the increasing purchasing
power and improved living stand-
ards of the people in the cities
and countryside. We should
vigorously promote the production
of consumer goods beneficial to the
enhancement of the material and
cultural wealth of socialist society.
While adapting to the changes in
Chinese consumers and energet-
ically developing new products.
we should also offer firm guidance
in the production of these prod-
ucts.

Q: What are the problems facing
the growth of China's light
industry?

A: There arc three main prob-
lems. First, our work does not
easily adapt to the demands of the
changing circumstances.  In recent
years, China’s mavket has changed
considerably. We have reaped rich
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crop harvests for several years run-
ning, and the rural market has put
forward many new demands. We
have not done enough to produce
more high-quality, low-priced light
industrial  products  for  the
peasants. We have also been lag-
ging behind in the purchase and
processing of farm produce and
raw materials.

Sccond, the level of manage-
ment in many cnterprises is low,
and their cconomic performance is
poor. Between 1982 and 1983 the
increase in profits was lower than
the growth of output value. Prices
for raw materials and fuel went up,
but prices for some light industrial
products went down. The result
was that production costs increased
while profiis dropped.

Backward  management  and
ignorance of technology among
workers and staff members held
many businesses back. They
lacked an effective responsibility
system, and suffered from an ir-
rational internal structure.

Third, the outdated equipment
and production techniques in most
enterprises can’t keep pace with
the demands to improve quality
and increase varieties and designs.

We should carry out a carefully
planned consolidation and techni-
cal transformation of our existing
enterprises, energetically  import
advanced technologics and boost
the production of light industrial
goods by relying on scicntific
advances.

Shashi — A City of Light Industry

Three decades of socialist construction, especially the re-
forms of the management system in recent years, have re-
sulted in a rapid growth of light industry in Shashi, which
has been an important trading port on the middle reaches
of the Changjiang (Yangtze) River.

by YANG XIAOBING

Our Correspondent

~|TUATED on the middle
rcaches of the Changjiang
(Yangtze) River in Hubei Province,
Shashi was once an important trad-
ing port where foreign imperialists
plundered China's farm produce
and commodities. The Jianghan
Plain was thick with cotton, which
was taken to the textile mills owned
by foreigners, while China’s own
industries made little progress in
the region.

By 1949 when the People’s Re-
public of China was founded,
there were only eight small fac-
ories and a few workshops in
Shashi, and the output value of its
industry and handicrafts amounted

to only 13 million yuan a ycar.

But today, Shashi has a popula-
tion of 240,000 and it has become
a growing city producing light in-
dustrial products and textiles. The
city now has 281 factorics employ-
ing 100,000 workers. Its total an-
nual output value is over 120
times what it was in 1949. The
textiles, houschold clectrical ap-
pliances, machinery and utensils
for daily usc, carpets and other
consumer goods produced in
Shashi are sold throughout China
and abroad.

The rapid _growth of light in-
dustry in Shashi is the result of
three decades of socialist construc-
tion, and especially of reforms in
the backward ways of management
in recent years.
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Considering the Needs of
Consumers

Goods are produced to be con-
sumed.  But, this universally
acknowledged principle was long
overlooked in China.

There are three printing and
dyeing mills in Shashi. Previously.
these mills paid no attention to the
quality of their products, blithely
following the state plan year after
year. The local commercial whole-
sale station was the sole agent
handling their products, and these
mills had no worries about selling

their goods.

Things have changed in recent
years. The state has begun giving
priority to the development of light
industry, and more consumer goods
are being manufactured. The peo-
ple have also become more
demanding consumers.  For in-
stance. the Chinese people used to
dress only in gray or blue. But
row they want more styles, designs
and colours. However, Shashi's
printing and dyeing mills. unaware
of the change, continued to pro-
duce the same old blue and gray
More than 20 million metres of
outmoded cotton cloth were kept
in stock, thus holding back the
wrnover of circulating funds.

Bad business compelled these
mills to pay closer attention to
changes in the market, readjust
their production plans and switch
to manufacturing more marketable
products. By these methods, dif-
ficulties have gradually been
overcome.

In March 1983, the three print
ing and dyeing mills jointly set up
a sales department, and followed a
policy of turning out products
based on sales volume. and im-
proved their planning and manage-
ment. Diversified sales channels
were opened up, including com-
mercial departments with foreign
interests, rural supply and market-
ing co-operatives, garment process-
ing units and individual traders, in
addition to the local commercial
wholesale station. The sales de-
partment has gained a better
,understanding of the market.
Also, in accordance with the prin-
ciples of ensuring the output value
and the profit quota assigned by
the state, it has proposed plans for
readjusting the varieties and
designs  of cloth produced and
helped work out a unified produc-
tion plan for the three printing and
dyeing mills. The production plan
is compulsory in nature, and if
these printing and dyeing mills fail

Shoppers in Chengdu buying TV sets.
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to [ullil their assignments, they
face economic punishments.

With production geared to sales,
the mills took on a new look.
Previously, one-fifth of their prod-
ucts were unsalable. But now
their sales volume is 4 per cent
higher than their output and the
warehouses are finally emptying.
The pure plain cotton prints and
perfumed cloth for bed sheets pro-
duced by these mills fall short of
demand, and last year they gained
I5 per cent more profits than their
planned target.

The reform means that the mills
have shifted to an all-round
management system, instead of
paying attention to production
only. While they carry on produc-
tion according to plan, market reg-
ulation plays its due role. Thus
the mills are able to maintain in-
novative growth and improvement.

“No. 1 Workshop”

Speaking of innovation, we must
say something about the “No. 1
workshop.™

Each of the light industrial and
textile enterprises in Shashi has an
organization specializing in design-
ing new products. It is named ““No.
I workshop.” It means that design
takes precedence over other pro-
duction procedures.

The "No. 1 workshop™ of the
Shashi Bed Sheets Corporation
made a deep impression on this
correspondent. The corporation
has 3,500 workers and staff and
produces 3 million bed sheets and
decorative cloths for bedrooms a
year. lts fine quality, uniquely
styled bed sheets are famous at

home and abroad, and sell well in-

lapan and some West European
countries.

The “No. 1 workshop™ of this
corporation has 37 technicians
responsible for designs, mixing
colours and production techniques.
Through investigation and study,
they have a good grasp of con-

27



An cerial view of the textile industrial zone of Shashi.

sumer trends and constantly weed
through the old to bring forth the
new. For instance, they found out
last year that people are demand-
ing new colours and designs for
their bed sheets. They designed a
kind of merccrized bed sheet in a
jacquard weave, featuring large
patterns. The sheets are bright
and silky, and the patterns give an
almost stercoscopic effect. At the
sales exhibition held in Beijing last
autumn, these sheets become the
items in greatest demand.

The corporation has provided
favourable conditions for the
“No. 1 workshop.” It subscribes
to 50 different newspapers and
magazines published in China and
abroad. It has aside the
equivalent of US$270.000 in
special funds to import cquipment,
and it has given the designers one
month off every year to go out and
sketch from nature and cultivate
new ideas

sct

The designers arc cnthusiastic
about bcautifying life, and have

never missed a chance to learn
from their surroundings. Somc-
28

times they go out to sketch famous
mountains and lakes for a whole
day. And once when Wang
Guoging, a designer, saw a woman
wearing a beautiful dress. he fol-
lowed her to get a closer look at
the design until she shouted.
“What are you doing?”

The beauty of nature has given
the designers an aesthetic frame-
work. The tropical forests of
Xishuangbanna in Yunnan Prov-
the peonies of Heze in
Shandong Province, graceful sail-
ing boats and the picturesque
scenery in ancient linzhou have all
become subjects for these shect
designers. They have created many
distinctively Chinese products by
boldly using the traditional tech-
niques of ink and wash and batik
printing.

ince,

The designers in the “No. |
workshop™ concern themselves not
only with colour and form, but also
with reasonable prices. Previously,
their bed sheets were made of
spun varn. last year, they success-
fully designed a kind of sheet
using coarse yarn. Now customers

can buy their pretty sheets at
just two-thirds of the original price.

At present there are 300 specifi-
cations and 1,000 varieties of bed

sheets manufactured in Shashi.
presenting a wide choice  for
customers.

The corporation has often re-
ccived money and letters asking
for bed sheets from customers in
other parts of the country. Xiong
Yuebo, a director of the corpora-
tion, took a train trip last yecar.
When a traveller learni that he
was a director of the Shashi Bed
Sheets Corporation. he immediate-
ly gave the director several dozen
yuan and asked him to buy some
bed sheets. Director Xiong told
me. “Although our shects are well
received by our customers, we
should never slacken our efforts to
develop new products. Otherwise.
we will be tossed aside one day.”

Improving Management

Many light industrial enterprises
in Shashi have grown out of small,
simple, crude workshops in which
they began. The most important
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factor in their transformation and
reorganization has becn improved
management, centred on raising
the quality of their products. The
growth of the refrigerator factory
in Shashi is a good example.

Forinerly, the factory produced
lamps and kerosene stoves. It
switched to refrigerators in 1974.
Although this was a correct deci-
sion, its management was not good
cnough to make the most of it. Up
to 1982, the factory produced only
2,500 refrigerators and lost 800.000
vuan, and cach worker in the fac-
tory owed the state an average of
3.000 yuan. The workers could
not receive their bonuses and
wanted to be transferred 1o other
factories. It was a very difficult
situation. Early in 1983, engincer
Fu Qingzhang was appointed
dircctor of the factory. He began
to consohidate and reform the work
system as soon as he arrived.

He found the management in
chaos and the quality of the prod-
ucts very poor. and little atien-
tion was paid to the cost and
quality of the products. About 50
per cent of the inner containers of
the refrigerators were unusable, but
nobody knew the reject rate be-
cause the factory kept no records.

Fu and his colleagues siaried oy
keeping  records  of  materials,
energy and work-hours consumed
and implemented a system of cco-
nemic accounting.  Rewards and
punishments were offered accord-
ing 16 the production cesults of
each worker.

The high reject rate showed that
the factory lacked a proper inspec-
tion system. so the quality inspec-
tion group which used 10 be al-
filiated to the technical
became an independent section and
the number of inspectors
increased from 4 10 16

seciion

Was

In July 1983, the faciory pro-
duced 8,000 refrigerators, netting a
profit of 110.000 yuun.
ceived orders for 30.000 refrigera-
tors so far this
imported advanced equipment 10
boost iis production capacity. This
is onc sign of its growing pros-
perity. Another is that the workers
and staff arc no longer clamouring
lor transfers. Instead, the lactors

It has re-

vear. and it has

director showed me many applica
tions {0 enier the {actory, sonw
being engineers and gradnates frem
sceondary specialized schools.

Inteilectual Investment

The Shashi Textile  Company,

Visitors to the 1983 New Producis Exhibition in Beijing wvie drawn to
floral-pattern sheets produced in Shashi.
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What was t¢ be done? Over the
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FROM THE CHINESE PRESS

Advantage of Han Characters

from “JIEFANG RIBAO"
(Jiefapg Doily_)“

AN characters (now commonly
used in China) conform to
the demands of language as a tool
in the present information era.
This can be seen by the following:

A prominent feature of the writ-
ten Han language is the high con-
centration of common words.
There are about 6,300 characters
commonly used in the modern
Han ianguage; of these, 560 are
the most commonly used, 807 are
commonly used, and 1,033 are less
commonly used — 2400 in all
Ninety-nine per cent of the charac-
ters used in books and periodicals
for general readership are among
these 2.400.

Much of the Han vocabulary

consists of compound words made
up of two or more characters. So
very often new words are compos-
ed from familiar characters. The
44 300 commonly used words are
made up from 3,730 characters.

The written Han language has a
specific writing method according
to the order of strokes. From this
specific method, Wang Yongmin
invented the 26-key. 5-written-type
code for the Han language in 1983.
The code divides the radicals of
the Han characters into five basic
types, according to how they are
written. In this way, 7,000 Han
characters and more than 2.000
words can be classified and pro-
grammed into a computer accord-
ing to their written types, by using
the 26-letter Roman alphabet. An
article with more than 900
characters can be typed within 10
minutes.

Peasant Invites Legal Consultant

from “NANFANG RIBAQ"
(Nanfang Daily)

ECENTLY, Guo Liu of Gao-

yao County, Guangdong Prov-
ince, hired a lawyer to be his con-
sultant for one year Guo is a
peasant engaged in a specialized
linc 0l production. His contract
says that the lawyer will dralt and
negotiale economic contracts  ac-
cording to Guo's requirements.
and will help him in legal activi-
ties such as mediation. arbitration
and lawsuits.

Guo’s  18member family has
ninc able-bodied labourers. He
and his four sons are experts in
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digging up underground wood. In
1980, together with some friends
and relatives, he opened a wood
mill. The plant’s annual business
now comes to more than 200,000
yuan a vear. Because Guo did
not have much education, he
lacks knowledge of China'’s eco-
nomic laws. The contracts he
signed with the clients were often
not well drawn up. Last year he
was involved in three contract dis-
putes involving 54,000 yuan.

Therefore, in accordance with
the stipulations on the Interim Reg-
ulations for Lawyers of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China. and in a
spirit of safeguarding the legal in-
terests of specialized households

in the rural areas, the Gaoyao
County legal consultant department
dispatched a lawyer to be Guo’s
legal consultant all the year round.

Oh, He Is the
Deputy Mayor

from “RENMIN RIBAO"
(People's» Doily)

OLLOWING is a letter from
Yang Heng, a rcader from
Qingdao.

At the end of last year, | trav-
eiled from Qingdao to my sister’s
house at the Shengli Oil Refinery
in Qilu, becausc | was going to
have a baby. During my time
there. my factory lcadership asked
me to hurry back because | had
to take part in an exam for pro-
motion. As my sister and brother-
in-law were too busy to accompany
me. | just went by myself.

“On lanuary 16. | boarded a
train to Qingdao. As Spring Fes-

_tival was drawing near, the train

was very crowded. because people
working outside their hometown
usually go home for a reunion
during the festival. With the baby
in one arm and my suitcasc in my
free hand 1 felt very tired, and
there werc no seats available. Then
a man of about 40 beckoned me
to him and gave me his seat. ‘You
have a baby with vou; you'd bet-
ter take the seat.” He also helped
me move my suitcase and take care
of the baby. Just when 1 was
going to thank him. he disappear-
cd into the crowd to help other
travellers.

“After two or three hours on
the train, the passengers began to
thin out, and only then did he
come back to sit by my side. He
asked me in concern. “Where do
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you get off? Where do you work?
How are things in your factory?
Is the Kindergarten run well?
How old is the baby?'

“When the train arrived at
Qingdao at seven in the morning,
he volunteered to carry my suit-
case along the platform. | saw a
car coming to receive him. He

Recruiting Workers

from "GONGREN RIBAO”
(Workers' Daily)

THE Shizhuang Brigade on the

outskirts of Shijiazhuang, capi-
tal of Hebei Province, is going to
employ 60 job-waiting youth from
the city in the near future for its
3.600-square-metre air-conditioned
hotel.

Taking advantage of being
situated near a city, the brigade
has paid much attention to devel-
oping its industrial and sideline
production. The brigade-owned
Huaxing Industrial Company is
now running 16 businesses, includ-
ing a restaurant, a hotel, a grocery
store, a butcher shop and a knit-
wear mill.  All this has wrought a

gave me a lift. When the car ar-
rived at the city people’s govern-
ment, somebody greeted him as
‘Mayor Hu." It was then that |
realized he is the deputy mayor, Hu
Yansen. Without a pause, he
hurried to somewhere to attend 1o
his work. As my home was on
his way. he sent me home in his
car.”

From Urban Areas

fundamental change in the eco-
nomic structurc of the brigade.
The brigade's total income last
year was 1.65 million yuan, three
times that of 1980. Its avcrage per-
capita income reached 856 yuan.

In the wake of the development
of production, all the work forces
in the brigade are now employed,
and urban residents began to move
to the rural areas when they saw
the shortage of labour power there.
Since 1982, 62 contract workers
have been recruited the
urban areas.

from

The contract workers work cight
hours a day and cnjoy the same
welfare benefits as the commune
members,

An exam on calculating with an obacus will help the wealthy Shaoling
Production Brigade in Qinhuangdao to recruit young people from urban areos.

June 4. 1984

‘Snow Man’ Study
Makes Progress

from “KEXUE YU REN"

(Science ond Man)

HINA's “Snow Man" Study
Society has made great pro-
gress in its work since it was es-
tablished in August 1981 in the
Shennongjia Nature Reserve in
Hubei Province. [t has expanded
its study to a dozen other
provinces and autonomous regions,
according to an article written by
the secretary-general of the society.

In the Shennongjia Nature Re-
serve the society has collected
numerous reports from witnesses
in the last few years. They have
also copied some plastic impres-
sions of foot prints, discussed and

studied droppings lcft by the
“snow man"” and examined the
places where the “snow man"”

Its members have
also madc a detailed investigation
of thc environmeni. Buf the
achicvement they are most excited
about is that three of them actually
saw a giant “snow man” with their
OWi Cyes.

sleceps and eats.

The society has not confined its
study to Hubei Province. Mem-
bers have studied evidence in Si-
chuan, Shaanxi, Zhejiang, Henan,
Yunnan, Guizhou, Hunan, Anhui,
Guangxi and Tibet. They also
found clues in Jiangxi and Fujian
Provinces, and plan to conduct an
investigation in Xinjiang.

A great many sightings of the
“snow man" have been made by
Tibetans in the Himalaya Moun-
tain area, the largest virgin forest
in China. Xiao Diyan, a member
of the society and the Tibet Writ-
ers’  Association, gathered much
maierial from people of all walks
of life in Tibet.
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CULTURE AND SCIENCE

Prize-Winning Films in 1983

The 1985 film
drawn 1o a closc.

awards  have
Winncrs of the
Ministry of Celture prizes included
10 feature films, 12 popular science
films, onc operatic film, two dub-
bed films, two cartoons and scver

newsreels,

Wimners of China’s two cther
filmy awards. the “Golden Rooster ™
— an academic award chosen by
specialists — and  the  “*Hundred
Flowers™ — an award  deiermined
by public
been announced.

opinion polls — have

Our Niu Buaisui and Under ihe
Aridge. by the Shanghai  Fim
Studio. and Behind the Defendant.
bv the Changchun Film  Studio.
won Ffirst prizes lor featurs films

S comedy jull of wit and hu-
mour. OQur Niw Baisa: ells of how
Miu Baisui e production cam lead
W i

when the production respuensibiiiny

iomns Wil stuw-staricis

sstem 10 ntreduced a0 theie vl

luge. Through encouragement and
herd work, he leads them to the
path rowaerds common wealth. The
film has a rustic flavour
winch has intoaicated film buffs.
raral and urban ailike.

'.\lHJIlz:

lnder the Bridge concentrates
o a sell-employed heusehold. The
hero, Gao Zhihua, is a bike repair-
er who has fallen in love with a
sell-employed tailor. The heroine,
Qin Nan, 1s kindhearted and cour-
She had becn swept by
the torrents of the 10-year domestic

ageous.

turmoil o the countryside, where
she gave birth 1o an illegitimate
child. Becausc of this, she was
looked down on.

Gao challenges raditional 1deas
and cyentually marries Qin, relicy-
ing her of her pust burden and
starting a new life rogether with

ey

Centred on this love siory. the

filn shows that  contemporary

The leading acior Liony Qinggang (left) end director Zhao Huanthong of
“Gur Mo Baisui” accept their awards.

B

young people are not wasting their
lives in thoughts of the past. but
arc making up their lost time by
working hard, confident about the
future.

A close-up of the controversy
and problems in the current re-
forms. Behind the Defendant shows
the distressing difficultics and in-
tricate  contradictions a machine
factory director  encounters.  Li
Jiangchuan has to cope with the
complicated relationships  around
him, and is slowed down by petty
matters.  He is obliged to send
gilts 10 curry favour with the sup-
pliers of coal to his factory. The
corruption and burcaucracy then
in vogue fetters the director. The
film sheds light on the complica-
tions and importance of the current
reforms. making a detailed portrait
of its hero.

The Burning of Yuanmmgyuan
and Reign Belund  the Curtain,
based on events in the late Qing
Jynasty (1644-1911) and made
ivintly by the China Film Co-pro-
duction Corporation and the Hong-
kong New Kwun Lun Film Produc-
tion Company, Ltd., won special
prizes.

In recent years, more and more
feature films have been produced.
From 1949 to 1965 China made 603
films. and from 1977 to 1983, 558
films. The annual fiilm output in-
creased from 21 in 1977 to 127 in
1983, topping the 120-film-a-year
target set in the Sixth Five-Year
Plan (1981-85). To date, China has
shown its films in more than 70
countries and regions, and has car-
ricd away prizes at a number of
international film festivals.

characterized
industry in  1983.

featurcs
film

Three
China's
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Director Bai Chen (right) explaining the plot of “Under the Bridge" to the
leading octor and actress, Zhang Tielin (left) and Gong Xue (centre).

First, 60 per cent centred on pres-
ent-day life. They delved more
deeply into the contradictions they
exposed. They reflected the changes
taking place in the new era from
different angles, full of the spirit
of the times and a rich sense of
life.

A Story That Should Not Have
Happened, Our Niu Buisui, Coun-
try Couple and The Three-Kilo
County Magistrate brought 10 light
the problems of rural economic re-
form. Blood Boils, The Final
Choice and Behind the Defendant
boldly disclosed the maladics of the
existing cconomic system and the
problems of the leading organiza-
tions. Under tke Bridge, Girls'
Dormitory. Qur Fields, Ward 16
and Merry Bachelors did not (all
into the old, sentimental rut in des-
cribing the young but gave a well-
rounded view of the nation's
voung pcople thinking about the
past and the present. and confident
about thc future. A Devored Sol-
dier ventured off the beaten track
in depicting China's modern army.

Sccondly, people from different
social strata and occupations and
ol different dispositions have all
been portrayed.  From the Com-
munists bent on straightening out

June 4.
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the Party’s work style in A Story
That Should Not Have Happened,
to the slow-starters in Qur Niu
Baisui. the five educated youth in
Ward 16, and the host of college
students in Girls" Dormitory, all
kinds of Chinese peoplc are shown.
These characters have come from
cveryday life, and the audicnces
can sce themselves on the screen.
Even Crossing the Chishui River
Four Times portrays the old gencra-
tion of revolutionaries, including
Mao Zedong. in a real and cred-
ible manner.

Finally, as a comprehensive an,
the film industry has made head-
way in the past year. Emphasis has
been laid on the comprehensive
utilization of direction, shooting
and sound cffects. Speeches and
songs about the theme have given
way to details — psychology and
backdrops — to  strengthen  the
truthfulness of the images and en-
vironment.  For example. the re-
sounding cchoes of the oil press in
the valley and the rumbling of the
trains blend with the destiny of the
heroine in Country Couple. sery-
ing as a familiar artistic language.

In addition, critics point out that
few of the 1983 film productions
arc marrcd by alienation from real-
ity or by sloppyv work.

Taiwan Writer
Commemorated

A Selection of Lai He's Works
will be published soon by the
China Broadcast Publishing House,
Zhu Zigi, the executive secretary
of the Chinese Writers’ Associa-
tion (CWA) announced at a meet-
ing commemorating the 90th an-
niversary of the birth of the Tai-
wan writer.

Lai He (1894-1942) was born in
Zhanghua County, Taiwan. He
came to the mainland and worked
as a doctor from 1917 o 1919.
After returning to Taiwan, he took
part in the new cultural movement
encouraging patriotism and resis-
tance against the Japanese, and en-
joycd high prestige in Taiwan’s
cultural circles.

In his 20-year writing carcer, Lai
He published 14 short stories ex-
posing the oppression of the Japa-
nese invaders, ¢cncouraging people
to fight against them and condemn-
ing injustice in society.

His style was incisive, yet he was
free in the use of folk language.
and tempered his serious subjects
with touches of humour. Above
all, his works left people feeling
his deep concern for his country
and his dignity as a Chinese.

lLai He fought to liberate the
island from Japancse rule. He was
also a founder of Taiwanese litera-
turc and a pioneer of vernacular
writing in Taiwan. Full of na-
tional feeling, be closely linked the
destiny and future of Taiwan with
that of China as a wholc.

Zhu said he hoped people on
both sides of the Taiwan Straits
would carry on Lai He's spirit of
anti-imperialism,  patriotism  and
identification with the people. They
should unite to develop a national
culture and make greater contribu-
tions to the prosperity of national
literature, the reunificaticn of the



country and the

motherland.

rejuvenating

Zhu told the meeting more than
50 collections of literature from
Taiwan Province have been pub-
lished in China in the last five
years, and anthologies of some
weil-known Taiwan writers will
also come out.

Xu Juemin, director of the In-
stitute of Literature Research of
the Chinesc Academy of Social
Sciences, said the new literature in
Taiwan was part of China’s mod-
ern literary movement, fostered
when Taiwan was under Japanesc
rule, and influenced by thc May
4th Movement of 1919. Lai He's
great achicvement was his con-
tribution to the new literary move-
ment of Taiwan.

Xu said Lai He's literary activi-
tics werc characterized by his dis-
tinctive national dignity, his ac-
curate representation of the people
and the talent he showed in various
writing styles. He said we should
carry forward the cultural heritage
of Lai He and other writers of the
older generation, and introduce
them to readers on the mainland.
He welcomed Taiwan writers and
literary scholars to co-operate with
their colleagues on the mainland to
make Chinese literature flourish.

Hu Feng, also a noted literary
critic and adviser to the CWA,
said that the establishment of a
new literary movement in Taiwan
and the emergence of so many
writers with a strong sense of na-
tional dignity can be partly attri-
buted to the life-long struggle of
Lai He.

At the Beijing mecting, writers
read lai He's couplet commemorat-
ing Dr. Sun Yat-sen, a great revolu-
tionary pioneer, and many of Lai’s
poems.

The meeting was jointly spon-
sored by the CWA, the Institute of
Literature Research, the Taiwan
Democratic Self-Government Lea-
gue, the All-China Federation of
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Taiwan Compatriots and the Cen-
tral People’s Broadcasting Station.

Fossils Indicate
Continental Edge

Fossils found in the eastern part
of the Karakorum Range on
China’s border with Pakistan may
settle a heated discussion between
Chinese and foreign geologists
over the exact location of an
ancient supercontinent’s northern
edge.

Accordipg to the theory of plate
tectonics, the southern superconti-
nent, known as Gondwanaland,
broke up and drifted apart from
225 million to 65 million years ago
to form what is today’s South
America, Africa, Antarctica,
Australia and the Indian subcon-
tinent.

The Indian subcontinental por-
tion followed a northward move-
ment and eventually locked into
the Tibetan Plateau, cutting off
the Tethys Seaway, a body of
water stretching from Europe to
Burma, of which the Mediter-
ranean is a remnant.

What hadn't been settled was
the exact location of the “sutural
zone” — the point  where the
chunk of the old Gondwanaland
became part of the new Asia.

This is where the fusulinids
come in. Fusulinids. now -extinct,
werg one-celled organisms that
have proven extremely useful to
geologists because their fossilized
shells can indicate similarities be-
tween widely separated rock
formations.

In the 1970s, the Yarlung Zang-
bo (Brahmaputra) Valley in Tibet
was believed to be the sutural
zone, after the discovery in that
region of fossilized cold-water
single-tunnelled fusulinids, which
never lived beyond Antarctica.

Chinese geologists, however,
after doing further fieldwork.
decided that the sutural zone was
actually zbout 250 kilometres to

the north of the Yariung Zangbo
between Bangong Lake in western
Tibet and the Nujiang River in
the east. This thcory was received
with skepticism.

Then, in 1982, geologists found
numerous samples of :old-water
single-tunnelled  fusulinids  in
calcareous sandstone of the
Permian Period in the Karakorum
Mountains, providing evidence that
Gondwanaland had extended at
least that far.

The following summer, just
north of the same geological stra-
tum, they found what they now
believe is conclusive evidence —
the fossils of double-tunnelled
fusulinids. which unlike their
Antarctic cousins. lived only in
the warm waters of the Tethys
Seaway. This, at last. pinpointed
the sutural zone.

Musical Score,
1,800 Years Old

A fragment of wood slip with
ancient musical notations has
been dated back to the Eastern
Han Dynasty (23-220 A.D.) by
historian Niu Longfei. making it
the oldest music score found in
China.

The inscribed wooden fragment,
one of several found in 1920 near
Dunhuang in northwest China.
was neglected and shelved for
some 60 years until Niu. from the
History Deparlincnl of Lanzhou
University. began to study it not
long ago.

Niu translated the musical nota-
tions, written originally for a five-
stringed  instrument, for  the
modern  four-stringed pipa.  The
melody is reported to be clegant
and beautiful. Niu believes the
discovery may prove that the
developed music of south China
was introduced early to Dunhuang,
an important centre on the Silk
Road.
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Pine Forest.

ART PAGE

Gouaches by Jiang Jianguo

Born in Hongkong in 1935, Jiang Jianguo
is now in charge of the art designing
department of the Beijing Museum of
Natural History. His bright and colourful
works reproduce picturesque landscapes
with powerful strokes.

White Pagoda Mountain in Lanzhou.

The Huangshan Mountain.
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