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SPOTLIGHT

The Youth League branch of
the Association of Self-
Employed Individuals in the
Shijingshan  district of
Beijing holding a recruiting
meeting.

Xing Yongxiu, a clock re-
pairer, at work.

li Xio teaches children
how to play the violin.

Wang Yanxian works at her
own knitting machine.

Chen Wanzhong, a bicycle repairman,

working with his apprentice. Zhao Rong, o self-employed tailor.
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Achievements in First Half of 1984

A stable and balanced growth of the national cconomy was
registered in the first half of 1984 in agricultural and industrial
production. capital construction. urban and rural markets.
forcign trade and living standards (p. 6).

China, UK to Set Up Liaison Group

The two sides have agreed to set up a joint haison group
to further their common aim and promote the co-operative re-
lationship which already exists between the two governments
over Hongkong (p. 11).

Moscow’s Anxieties Over Germany

The recent Soviet attack on Federal Germany for its de
ployment of US missiles and its closer links with Democratic
Germany shows Moscow's heightened anxicties rather than s
strength (p. 12).

The Countryside Under Reform

Written in commemoration of the 35th anniversary of the
founding of New China, this article by a lcading expert gives
an authoritative review of the development of China’s agricul-
ture and its future goals. It also answers some of the questions
with regard to the reforms and readjustments now under way
(p. 16).

Individual Economy in China

Development of individual economy 1s encouraged by
China’s current policies as a nccessary complement to the
public econcmy. This special report explains why this 15 so
(p. 25).
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NOTES FROM THE EDITORS

Responsibility System Leads
To Farm Mechanization

by JIN QI

Economic Editor

Since 1979, Chincse peasants
have, under the contract respon-
sibility system, been tilling the land
on a household basis. Will this
dcerail China’s cfforts towards farm
mechanization?

In the first two vears of the rc-
sponsibility system, farm machi-
nery sales somewhat declined, but
since 1981 pcasants have gone on
a “buying spreec.”

In 1983, China had farm machi-
nery with a capacity of 245 mil-
lion hp, about 50 per cent more
than in 1978. Of this, the number
of large and medium-sized tractors
rosc by 50 per cent to 841.000, and
the combined power of irrigation
and drainage installations topped
78.49 million hp. a 20 per cent in-
crease. The number of heavy-duty
trucks. too. grew considerably.

In the past. when farm produc-
tion was collectively managed.
mechanization was a matter of in-
terest 1o only a few lcaders. Today.
with the peasants’ immediate in-
terests closely linked to produc-
tion, cveryone has to care about
the way production proceeds. Ob-
viously, mechanization is motivat-
ed by the desire to achicve good
harvests and satisfactory economic
relurns at a Ininimum amount of
lubour.

The example of Li Biao, a peas-
ant in Henan Province's Dan-
xian County, is illustrative. Thanks
to the machines he has bought, he
is able 10 till more land and har-
vest more grain than cver before,
while engaging in mechanized side-

4

line occupations such as food pro-
cessing and animal breeding. In
thc past, he made 2,000 yuan a
year on muscle-power alone: now
he makes six times that. Pcasants
today share Li Biao’s bcliel that
without machines there is simply
no way out for farming and side-
line occupations.

Implementation of the respon-
sibility system has not only increas-
ed the peasants’ need for [farm
machinery, but has opened wide

e

Mechanization is
motivated by the desire
to achieve good harvests
and satisfactory economic
returns at a minimum
amount of labour.

e ea——— -

avenues for its use.  Their improv-
¢d livelihood, too, has much 1o do
with the recent boom in farm
machincry sales. Last year, rural
per-capita incomes averaged 310
yuan, up 2.5 times from 1978, and
it is not uncommon 1o sce families
with annual incomes in four or
even five figures. China’s peasant
families now own 2.1 million trac-
tors, 68.3 per cent of the national
total. and 90.000 heavy-duty
trucks. 32.7 per cent of the total
in usc in the countryside. The pop-
ularization of farm machines has
brought in its wake improved ope-
rating skills.  Since 1981, output
value for cach machine horsepower
has risen four times from the 1970s
as peasants learn 1o get maximum
cfficiency from the machines, while
average fucel consumption for every
100 million yuan of output value
has dropped by 20 per cent.

At present.  peasants  favour
small tractors and farm implc-
ments the most.  But this does

not mean there is no market for
large machinery. In fact. large

machinery has also been much
sought after in the last few
years for three factors. First, as

their knowledge of scientific farm-
ing decpens, peasants need ma-
chines which can accomplish work
that cannot be donc by smaller
ones. Sccond, as many peasants
have quit traditional farming to
specialize in industry, sideline oc-
cupations. transportation and ser-
vice trades. those houscholds spe-
cializing in farming are lelt with
more land, which cannot be man-
aged with small machinery alone.
Third. in the last couple of years,
many peasant familics have, indi-
vidually or in twos and threes,
becn strictly operating farm machi-
nery — which they cither bought
or borrowed from collectives ac-
cording to contracts — to do farm
chores for fellow villagers. In
southwestern  China’s  Guizhou
Province, with a population of
28.5 million. ncarly 70.000 pcasant
families arc specializing in opcrat-
ing farm machinery. If they wish
10 expand their business, they need
their  old  smaller
machines with new larger onces.

to replace

The rapid development of farm
mcchanization last few
years has proved that the adop-
tion of the responsibility system in
farm production is a policy deci-
sion of strategic significance. I
also shows that. in a nation which
has a vast countryside but is cce-
nomically weak. it is a practical
way to rely on the peasants to
achieve nationwide [arm
nization.

over the

mecha-
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LETTERS

About Ideological
Contamination

I have rcad with intcrest the
article "Idcological Contamination
Clarified™ in “Notes From the
Editors™ of issue No. 7. You have
my sympathy as the lcadership of
China wrestles with this issuc.
But you are not alone!

I am cqually concerned with
problems in my own country —
the emphasis placed on the acqui-
sition of inherited power, status
and wealth; on the permissive
society; on excesses in the con-
sumption of alcohol; on the blatant
pursuit of sclf-interest.  Indeed,
the degencration of young pecople
into drugs is a condemnation of
the ideological aimlessness of their
parcnts. | hasten to add, 1 am far
from perfect and try 10 counter
some of these vices in my own lifc.

All these  weaken  the moral
fibre of a nation and thercfore its
will to create a truly great society.
I am not knocking my country for
I love it dearly. But we also do
need to be realistic about our
shortcomings and have a plan to
overcome them.

The commonality of the global
family holds more potential for a
peaceful world than do our ideo-
logical differences. The world is
large cnough to accommodate dif-
ferent social and economic systems.
May the best ones survive!

Jack Kennedy
Svydney. Australia

Exposing Soviet
Hegemonism

The article “Who  Actually
Owns Cam Ranh Bay?" in issuc
No. 17 is very informative. All tie
detailed information in the article

proves once again the role and the
dirty ambition of the Soviet Gov-
ernment  in Southeast Asia: to
use the Hanoi puppet government
to carry out their hcgemonism.
Le Duan and company have allow-
ed the Sovicts to use all of Viet
Nam’s major airports and seaports
to threaten other countries, espe-
cially China. Viet Nam today
under the control of Le Duan and
company is no longer an indepen-
dent and sovereign country. 1
would like to suggest that you pub-
lish more articles like the one re-
ferred to above or articles concern-
ing Soviet military activities in
Afghanistan, Kampuchca, Laos,
Central America, the Middie
East, ctc., which will help peace-
loving people in the world un-
derstand that China has been pur-
suing the very correct policy of op-
posing  hegemonism and con-
tinuously pursuing a policy of
world peace.

Nguyen-Lam
Wilmington. CA., USA

Reagan’s China Visit

Your coverage ol President
Reagan. although more objective
than the US press, was [ar 100
glowing. Yes, the United States
can help China, but it is mainly
through the understanding and
respect of our two cultures, and
the people-to-people contact. Gov-
crnment-to-government contact can
also be helpful, but please let
us remember the truc capitalistic
nature of the United Statcs.

Lynn Dabney
San Bernardino. CA. USA

Your subjects are good and ap-
propriate for those who are: in-
terested in China’s politics, its in-
ternational relations and work in
various ficlds. 1 like the article

“President Reagan's China Visit™
in issue No. 17. The Argentine
press has also published articles
in this respect. My family and 1
have read your magazine with
great interest, it has enabled us (o
understand the development China
has made in its politics. economy
and culture.
Luis Sebastian Miglioranza
Lujan, Argentina

Wide International
Coverage

I have been a subscriber to
Beijing Review for many vears. |
like your new format and 1 hope
it does not cost a great deal more.

Your coverage of forcign news
is wider than any that 1 receive
from comparable periodicals.

I would like a small map of
places in China when you describe
a place which is not nccessarily
familiar 10 forcign rcaders.

L.E. Jackson
Cambridge, England

Giving an “Alternative”
View

Your magazine is a must for
every discriminating (that means,
politically) reader in Western capi-
talist countries, because it gives an
alternative view of a lot of impor-
tant topics.

I like your colour covers very
much. It adds a special *“Chinese”
touch to your magazine, and it fills
me with pleasurc every week!

I think your magazine is very
good! One point: is it possible to
give the tones on Chinese names?
This will improve the pronuncia-
tion for beginning Chinese lan-
guage specakers!

Ubbo van Dijh
Heereweg, The Netherlands
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