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NOTES FROM THE EDITORS 

Rural Economy No Longer Just Farming 

by WANG DACHENG 
E c o n o m i c E d i t o r 

1984 was the sixth consecutive 
year of rich harvest since China 
started the rural reform in 1978. 
The output of grain, cotton, ani
mal by-products and aquatic prod
ucts hit an all-time high, bringing 
in its wake better living conditions 
for the peasants. 

With the problem of food and 
clothing basically solved, the peas
ants have set their eyes on a more 
affluent future. And to achieve 
that they have pumped more la
bour and money into a wide range 
of endeavours, such as farm and 
sideline product processing, com
merce, transportation and service 
trades. 

Rural enterprises are mushroom
ing. In 1984 they grossed an es
timated 150 billion yuan in output 
value, up 23 percent from the pre
vious year.- Today 100 million peo
ple in the countryside are engaged 
in non-agricultural undertakings. 

But such heartening changes can 
be marred if the problems which 
arise in the course of shifting a 
self-supporting (in some cases semi-
supporting) economy into a com
modity economy are not properly 
handled. The bumper harvest, for 
example, has made it hard for 
peasants to sell and store surplus 
grain. There are simply not 
enough granaries for excess grain. 
Officials in Jilin Province are hard 
put to find a market for their 6.5 
million tons of surplus grain, while 
in Henan 7 million tons of grain 
is waiting to be shipped out. One 
more headache: grain stockpiling 
has considerably slowed the cir
culation of funds. 

All this has prompted the gov
ernment to abolish the state mo
nopoly of grain purchases and to 
institute a buying-according-to-plan 
system, so that the peasants can 
gear grain production to market 
needs. Under the new system, the 
peasants will, before the sowing 
season begins each year, sign con
tracts on the amount of grain they 
will sell to the State. They may sell 

The solution for t h e r u r a l 
e c o n o m y l i e s in t h e 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t of a r a t i o n a l 
e c o n o m i c setup a i m e d a t 
a c h i e v i n g a n all-round 
d e v e l o p m e n t of f a r m i n g , 
forestry, a n i m a l 
husbandry, s i d e l i n e 
occupations a n d fishing 
a n d c o - o r d i n a t i n g t h e 
m a n a g e m e n t of 
a g r i c u l t u r e , industry a n d 
c o m m e r c e . 

their excess grain on the rural 
market. 

This new system will help alle
viate the peasants ' difficulties in 
selling surplus grain. But what 
about the more fundamental prob
lem behind the whole matter — 
the lopsided rural economic struc
ture? In the current structure, 
there is too much grain and not 
enough cash crops; farm produc
tion keeps growing while forestry, 
animal husbandry and fishing lag 
behind; and industry, commerce, 
transportation and service trades 
remain underdeveloped. 

The solution for the rural econ
omy lies in the establishment of 
a rational economic setup aimed at 
achieving an all-round develop
ment of farming, forestry, animal 

husbandry, sideline occupations 
and fishing and co-ordinating the 
management of agriculture, indus
try and commerce. Beginning from 
this year, the rural reform will be 
focused on adjusting the economic 
structure according to market 
needs and natural conditions. The 
main guidelines are: 

• First, sparing no effort to do 
a good job in grain production 
where the land is suitable, while 
returning the rest of the grain plots 
to forestry, animal husbandry and 
fishing. For example, mountain 
slopes with a grade of more than 
25 degrees are inappropriate for 
grain production and should be 
used to grow forage grass or trees. 
The state will help farmers to over
come the grain shortage thus 
caused. 

• Second, developing traditional 
cash crops in coastal areas and the 
suburbs of big and medium-sized 
cities. The peasants of these areas 
will be encouraged to speed up 
farm modernization by using ad
vanced agricultural expertise im
ported with foreign capital or co
operating with other areas or 
trades. 

• Third, encouraging the peas
ants to combine management of 
agriculture, industry and com
merce. Grain, in particular, will 
yield greater value if it is process
ed into finished products. The 
rural people should be encouraged 
to open foodstuff factories and 
stores. 

• Fourth, diverting more of the 
farm labour force into other en
deavours, such as transportation, 
mining and constmction. The 
peasants will gain a free hand in 
running fodder and foodstuff pro-
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c e s s i n g , b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l m a n u f a c 
t u r i n g a n d o t h e r e n t e r p r i s e s u s i n g 
l o c a l r a w m a t e r i a l s . W h e r e p o s 
s i b l e , t h e y w i l l b e e n c o u r a g e d t o 
r u n i n d u s t r i e s n o w s e e n o n l y i n 
c i t i e s , s u c h a s l i g h t i n d u s t r y , t e x 
t i l e s , e l e c t r i c m o t o r f a c t o r i e s a n d 
c h e m i c a l p l a n t s . T h a t i s t h e i d e a l 
w a y t o q u i c k e n the s p r e a d o f u r 
b a n i n d u s t r y t o r u r a l a r e a s . 

C h i n a w i l l t a k e a d i f f e r e n t p a t h 
t h a n t h e c a p i t a l i s t c o u n t r i e s o f 
y o r e , w h e r e i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n w a s 
a c c o m p l i s h e d b y f o r c i n g l a r g e 
n u m b e r s o f f a r m e r s i n t o b a n k 
r u p t c y a n d l e a v i n g t h e m n o 
c h o i c e b u t t o e n t e r t h e c i t i e s a n d 
b e c o m e f a c t o r y w o r k e r s . I n c o n 
t r a s t , C h i n a ' s p e a s a n t s a r e b e c o m 
i n g f a c t o r y w o r k e r s b y c h o i c e . J u s t 
a s a f i a n g s u c o u n t y P a r t y c o m m i t 
t e e s e c r e t a r y s a i d , t h e y a r e b e i n g 
c o n v e r t e d i n t o w o r k e r s i n h a p p i 
n e s s . W h y ? B e c a u s e i n s t e a d o f 
g o i n g b a n k r u p t , t h e C h i n e s e p e a s 
a n t s w i l l b e c o m e b e t t e r o f f t h r o u g h 
t h e t r a n s i t i o n . M o s t o f t h e m w i l l 
e n t e r f a c t o r i e s w i t h o u t l e a v i n g 
t h e i r h o m e v i l l a g e s . A n d b e s i d e s 
f a c t o r y j o b s , t h e r e a r e o t h e r p r o f e s 
s i o n s t h e y c a n t u r n t o . 

M o r e o v e r , t h e c i t i e s w i l l n o t e x 
p l o i t t h e c o u n t r y s i d e i n t h e p r o c e s s . 
O n t h e c o n t r a r y , t h e y w i l l a l w a y s 
s u p p o r t e a c h o t h e r . 

Open Cities Repetitive 
I a m e x t r e m e l y i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e 

r e p o r t s o n t h e o p e n c i t i e s . T h e i r 
c l e a r d e s c r i p t i o n s , m a p s a n d 
p h o t o s , a r e p o p u l a r . Y o u m a k e i t 
v e r y e a s y f o r y o u r r e a d e r s t o u n d e r 
s t a n d w h a t i s g o i n g o n i n t h e o p e n 
c i t i e s . 

H o w e v e r , t h e s e k i n d s o f r e p o r t s 
a l s o h a v e s o m e p r o b l e m s . T h e y 
t e n d t o b e r e p e t i t i v e . C o m p a r i n g 
a l l t h e a r t i c l e s p u b l i s h e d o n t h e 
o p e n c i t i e s , t h e p r o b l e m c a n b e 
e a s i l y f o i i n d . Y o u t e n d t o b e r e 
p e a t i n g t h e i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t p r e f 
e r e n t i a l t e r m s . W h e t h e r o r n o t t h e 
p r e f e r e n t i a l t e r m s a r e t h e s a m e f o r 
e v e r y o p e n c i t y n e e d s t o b e e x p l a i n 
e d m o r e c l e a r l y . I n t h i s w a y , I c a n 
c o m p a r e e a c h c i t y w i t h t h e o t h e r s . 

I w o u l d l i k e t o k n o w h o w t h i n g s 
a r e g o i n g i n t h e o p e n c i t i e s a n d 
s p e c i a l e c o n o m i c z o n e s . I h a v e n o 
i d e a a b o u t t h e i r p r o g r e s s . Y o u 
s e e m t o b e g i n e a c h r e p o r t b y s a y i n g 
t h a t t h e o p e n c i t i e s a r e d e v e l o p i n g 
r a p i d l y . I s i t t r u e ? 

I h o p e t o b e a b l e t o r e a d a r t i c l e s 
o n t h e o p e n c i t i e s e v e r y w e e k . 

MikJo Sudo 
K a m a g a y a , J a p a n 

Responding to Criticisms 
1 a m v e r y s a t i s f i e d w i t h y o u r 

r e s p o n s e t o y o u r r e a d e r s ' c r i t i c i s m s 
a n d s u g g e s t i o n s . 

I n t h e f i r s t i s s u e o f 1 9 8 5 y o u f u l 
f i l l e d o n e f r e q u e n t r e q u e s t a n d 
p u b l i s h e d c o l o u r p h o t o s o f t h e 
U y g u r a n d K a z a k h p e o p l e i n t h e 
c e n t r e f o l d p a g e s . 

O n t h e w h o l e , y o u r m a g a z i n e 
b a s i c a l l y d e a l s w i t h C h i n e s e a n d 
g l o b a l e c o n o m i c s a n d p o l i t i c s . Y o u r 
e d i t o r s o n t h e s e s u b j e c t s h a v e a 
g o o d c o m m a n d o f o u r l a n g u a g e 
a n d y o u r a p p r o a c h t o w a r d s e v e n t s 
i s v e r y f a i r a n d r e a s o n a b l e . Y o u 
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d o n o h a r m t o o t h e r s , a n d s o a r e 
w o r t h y o f p r a i s e . I t i s e x c i t i n g t o 
r e a d y o u r m a g a z i n e e v e n w i t h o u t 
t h e p h o t o s t o d e c o r a t e i t . 

B u t , w i t h r e g a r d t o y o u r l a y o u t , 
I t h i n k i t w o u l d b e b e t t e r t o p r i n t 
a n a r t i c l e o n c o n s e c u t i v e p a g e s . 
P l e a s e d o n ' t c u t i t a n d t h e n c o n 
t i n u e a f t e r m a n y p a g e s . 

I k n o w r e a d e r s , i n c l u d i n g m y 
s e l f , a r e t o o e x a c t i n g . S o m e t i m e s 
t h e i r d e m a n d s a r e b e y o n d y o u r 
r a n g e . B u t y o u m u s t k n o w t h a t w e 
m a k e t h e s e s u g g e s t i o n s b e c a u s e w e 
a p p r e c i a t e y o u r m a g a z i n e . O u r 
f e e l i n g s a r e d e e p . T h e P e o p l e ' s R e 
p u b l i c o f C h i n a i s u n d e r t a k i n g a 
g r e a t t a s k . W e c a n s a y w i t h c o n f i 
d e n c e t h a t y o u w i l l c o m e o u t i n 
f r o n t i n t h e w o r l d i n t h e n o t t o o 
d i s t a n t f u t u r e . 

Maurice Jaillet 
L o u h a n s , F r a n c e 

Reprint Articles 
1 e n j o y r e a d i n g t h e " I n t e r n a 

t i o n a l " c o l u m n . T h e i n t e r e s t i n g 
r e p o r t s o n i n t e r n a t i o n a l e v e n t s 
m a k e m e f e e l c o n c e r n e d a b o u t t h e 
f a t e o f a l l h u m a n b e i n g s . I t w o u l d 
b e b e t t e r i f y o u c o u l d r u n s o m e 
p i c t u r e s o n t h o s e p a g e s . I s u g 
g e s t t h a t y o u r e p r i n t s o m e a r t i c l e s 
o n a n t h r o p o l o g y a n d a r c h a e o l o g y 
f r o m t h e m a g a z i n e El Correo d e l a 
U N E S C O . Y o u c a n a l s o p u b l i s h 
s o m e a n a l y s e s a n d r e v i e w s f r o m 
t h e Foro del Desarrollo. A l l t h e s e 
a r t i c l e s c a n a t t r a c t r e a d e r s . 

Flora Gonzales de S. 
G o t e b o r g , S w e d e n 

• I r e a l l y a p p r e c i a t e t h e a r t i c l e 
w r i t t e n b y L i Y i m a n g ( N o . 3 2 , 
1 9 8 4 ) a b o u t s a f e g u a r d i n g w o r l d 
p e a c e . 

1 a l s o f e e l t h a t y o u s h o u l d c a r r y 
a n a r t i c l e o n s t a m p c o l l e c t i n g . 
S o m e n e w s t a m p s c o i r i d b e s h o w n . 

Colin Emmannel 
R u m e r a n g e , L u x e m b o u r g 
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EVENTS AND TRENDS 

Foreign Talents Welcomed 
China is seeking foreign knowl

edge and talented people to boost 
its modernization programme, said 
Chinese Communist Party General 
Secretary Hu Yaobang. He stressed 
the key role of such co-operation 
at a January 18 reception marking 
the 75th birthday of Michael 
Shapiro, a British journalist who 
has worked at the Xinhua News 
Agency since 1950 when he, at the 
invitation of the Chinese Commu
nist Party Central Committee, was 
sent to work in China by the 
chairman of the British Commu
nist Party, together with three other 
British Communists. 

" I t is an important part of our 
Party's open policy as well 
as a firm principle to boldly bring 
in knowledge and able people from 
abroad," said Hu. "With our coun
try now in a new historical period 
of concentrating on the four mod
ernizations, it is more than ever 
imperative for us to seek knowl
edge and friendship. Since we are 
aware that we are still backward 
economically and culturally and 
that our lack of knowledge is in 
sharp conflict with our task of 
modernization, why shouldn't we 
learn with an open mind from all 
friends who have knowledge of 
current science and technology?" 
Hu added. 

Since the founding of the Party 
in 1921, Hu recalled, the Chinese 
Communist Party and people have 
always enjoyed the support of 
friends from other lands. "Whether 
it was during the period when our 
Party was founded, during the first 
or second revolutionary civil war, 
the war against Japanese aggres
sion, or the third revolutionary 
civil war, whether it was before 

or after the founding of the Peo
ple's Republic, and whether the 
circumstances were favourable or 
unfavourable, we have always 
been keenly aware of the sense 
of devotion and heroic spirit of 
defying extreme hardship and dif
ficulties displayed by our friends 
from other lands who fought as 
members of our own ranks," said 
Hu. 

He said that many foreign 
friends fought to their last breath 
and dedicated their lives to the 
Chinese people's cause of libera
tion. "We will always be grateful 
to them and remember them 
forever," he said. 

Since New China was born in 
1949, Hu continued, tens of 
thousands of friends from some 50 
countries have come to take part 
in the Chinese people's cause of 
revolution and construction. "The 
work they have done and the 
energies they have spent have been 
a tremendous support to the cause 
of the Chinese people," the general 
secretary said. 

The Wuhan Diesel Engine 
Factory in central China recently 
hired an engineer from the Federal 
Republic of Germany, Werner 
Gerich, as its director. Zhu Shou-
zhi, vice-chairman of Wuhan 's 
Economic Commission, said that 
hiring Gerich is an experiment. 
But he believes the practice will 
spread. 

The idea of hiring foreign indus
trial specialists from developed 
countries was first brought up in 
public by State Councillor Zhang 
Jingfu when he said that specialists 
from abroad are welcome to help 
manage China's new projects 

and factory modernization pro
grammes. " W e would be happy if 
they would bring their families and 
we would do everything we can to 
make their stay here pleasant," 
said Zhang. 

Taiwan Terrorism 
Condemned 

A Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman January 23 strongly 
condemned the Taiwan intelli
gence department 's involvement in 
the murder of Chinese-American 
writer Henry Liu (Liu Yiliang). 

Speaking at a weekly news brief
ing, the spokesman said, "All 
honest people are shocked and in
dignant at the involvement of the 
intelligence department of Taiwan 
in plotting the murder of the Chi
nese-American Liu Yiliang. We 
strongly condemn this mean con
duct of terrorism. According to 
our knowledge, Mr. Liu's relatives 
on China's mainland have once 
again urged the US government to 
make a thorough investigation into 
the case and make sure that the as
sassins are severely punished and 
justice is done." 

Trade Balance Dips 
Into the Red 

After three consecutive years of 
trade surplus, China's foreign trade 
balance dipped into the red in 
1984, with a deficit amounting to 
US$1.1 billion. 

The trade imbalance resulted 
from China's gigantic move 
towards modernization, according 
to a spokesman from the Ministry 
of Foreign Economic Relations 
and Trade. 

Imports were stepped up dra
matically in the country's foreign 
technology purchasing spree to 
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s p e e d u p c o n s t r u c t i o n o f k e y p r o 
j e c t s , r e v a m p a g i n g e n t e r p r i s e s a n d 
e x p a n d t h e s p e c i a l e c o n o m i c z o n e s , 
t h e m i n i s t r y s p o k e s m a n a d d e d . 

C h i n a ' s 1 9 8 4 f o r e i g n t r a d e l e v e l 
h i t a r e c o r d h i g h o f U S $ 4 9 . 9 7 b i l 
l i o n , u p 2 2 . 7 p e r c e n t f r o m t h e 1 9 8 3 
t o t a l o f U S $ 4 0 . 1 4 b i l l i o n . T h e 
e x p o r t v a l u e r e a c h e d U S $ 2 4 . 4 4 
b i l l i o n , u p 1 0 . 1 p e r c e n t o v e r 1 9 8 3 . 

T h e i n c r e a s e i n t h e 1 9 8 4 e x p o r t 
v o l u m e , h o w e v e r , w a s d w a r f e d b y 
t h e s p i r a l l i n g v o l u m e o f i m p o r t s , 
w h i c h t o t a l l e d U S $ 2 5 . 5 3 b i l l i o n , 
o r 3 7 . 8 p e r c e n t m o r e t h a n t h e p r e 
v i o u s y e a r . 

T h e U S $ 1 . 1 b i l l i o n d e f i c i t i n 
f o r e i g n t r a d e i s i n s h a r p c o n t r a s t 
t o t h e s i t u a t i o n w h i c h p r e v a i l e d 
f r o m 1 9 8 1 t o 1 9 8 3 , w h e n C h i n a 
r e c o r d e d a f o r e i g n t r a d e s u r p l u s 
f o r t h r e e s t r a i g h t y e a r s . T h e t r a d e 
s u r p l u s i n 1 9 8 3 w a s U S $ 3 . 8 6 
b i l l i o n . 

T h e m i n i s t r y s p o k e s m a n a t t r i 
b u t e d t h e 1 9 8 4 d e f i c i t t o t h e c o u n 
t r y ' s e f f o r t s t o u p g r a d e i t s e l f , a d d 
i n g , " W i t h t h e f a s t d e v e l o p m e n t o f 
t h e c o u n t r y ' s m o d e r n i z a t i o n p r o 
g r a m m e , t h e d e m a n d f o r c e r t a i n 
g o o d s o n t h e d o m e s t i c m a r k e t h a s 
g r o w n c o n s i d e r a b l y . " 

I n 1 9 8 4 C h i n a o p e n e d 14 coas 
t a l c i t i e s t o f o r e i g n i n v e s t m e n t a n d 
t r a d e . T h i s b r i n g s t h e n u m b e r o f 
o p e n c i t i e s a n d r e g i o n s t o 1 9 , i n 
c l u d i n g t h e f o u r s p e c i a l e c o n o m i c 
z o n e s a n d H a i n a n I s l a n d . 

M o r e t h a n 7 0 0 j o i n t v e n t u r e s 
w e r e a p p r o v e d l a s t y e a r . T h e 
f o r e i g n i n v e s t m e n t i n v o l v e d t o t a l 
l e d U S $ 1 . 1 b i l l i o n . T h e n u m b e r 
o f j o i n t v e n t u r e s e x c e e d e d t h e t o t a l 
t h a t h a d b e e n a p p r o v e d i n t h e 
p r e v i o u s f i v e y e a r s . 

Foreign Trade Relations. C h i n a 
m a i n t a i n e d t r a d e r e l a t i o n s w i t h 
m o r e t h a n 1 7 0 c o u n t r i e s a n d r e 
g i o n s d u r i n g 1 9 8 4 . 

T h e n a t i o n ' s 1 9 8 4 v o l u m e o f 
t r a d e w i t h J a p a n c l i m b e d t o 
U S $ 1 2 . 3 7 b i l l i o n , a n i n c r e a s e o f 
3 6 . 3 p e r c e n t o v e r 1 9 8 3 ; v o l u m e o f 
t r a d e w i t h H o n g k o n g w a s U S $ 8 . 5 4 

F e b r u a r y 4, 1 9 8 5 

b i l l i o n , a n i n c r e a s e o f 2 7 . 7 p e r 
c e n t ; a n d t r a d e v o l u m e w i t h t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s r e a c h e d a r e c o r d 
U S $ 6 . 0 6 b i l l i o n , u p 5 0 . 6 p e r c e n t . 

C h i n a h a d a d e f i c i t o f U S $ 1 . 7 3 
b i l l i o n i n t r a d e w i t h J a p a n a n d a 
U S $ 1 . 5 b i l l i o n d e f i c i t w i t h t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s . 

T h e r e n e w e d S i n o - S o v i e t t r a d e 
g r e w t o U S $ 1 . 1 6 b i l l i o n l a s t y e a r , 
c o m p a r e d w i t h U S $ 6 4 7 m i l l i o n i n 
1 9 8 3 . I n v i e w o f t h e " e c o n o m i c 
v i s i t " m a d e l a s t D e c e m b e r b y I v a n 
A r k h i p o v , v i c e - c h a i r m a n o f t h e 
S o v i e t C o u n c i l o f M i n i s t e r s , t r a d e 
b e t w e e n t h e t w o c o u n t r i e s i s e x 
p e c t e d t o c o n t i n u e i t s q u i c k 
g r o w t h . T h e m i n i s t r y s p o k e s m a n 
p r e d i c t e d a 3 6 p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e i n 
t h e c o m i n g y e a r . 

W h i l e m o s t t r a d e g r e w , t r a d e 
w i t h t h e E u r o p e a n E c o n o m i c C o m 
m u n i t y c o u n t r i e s d r o p p e d l a s t 
y e a r ; E x p o r t s f e l l f r o m U S $ 2 . 2 1 
b i l l i o n i n 1 9 8 3 t o U S $ 2 . 0 9 b i l l i o n 
l a s t y e a r , w h i l e i m p o r t s d i p p e d 
s l i g h t l y f r o m U S $ 3 . 4 7 b i l l i o n t o 
U S $ 3 . 3 6 . 

I n t h e f u t u r e C h i n a w i l l o p e n 
a l l t h e c o a s t a l a r e a s t o f o r e i g n i n 
v e s t m e n t a n d t r a d e , a n d C h e n M u -
h u a , m i n i s t e r o f F o r e i g n E c o n o m i c 
R e l a t i o n s a n d T r a d e , s a i d t h e 
c o u n t r y w i l l m a k e f u r t h e r e f f o r t s 
t o " u s e f o r e i g n f u n d s a n d i m p o r t 
t e c h n o l o g y . " A b o o m i n g f o r e i g n 
t r a d e i s t h e r e f o r e a n t i c i p a t e d . 

Modern Methods 
Boost Ag Harvest 

A d v a n c e d f a r m i n g t e c h n i q u e s 
w e r e d e s c r i b e d a s " a g r i c u l t u r a l 
d e i t i e s " b y C h i n e s e p e a s a n t s w h e n 
t h e y h e l p e d b r i n g a b o u t l a s t y e a r ' s 
u n p r e c e d e n t e d h a r v e s t . 

I n 1 9 8 4 C h i n a ' s f a r m e r s r e a p e d 
4 0 0 m i l l i o n t o n s o f g r a i n , 1 2 . 5 m i l 
l i o n t o n s m o r e t h a n i n 1 9 8 3 . T h e y 
a l s o h a r v e s t e d 5 .5 m i l l i o n t o n s o f 
c o t t o n , a n i n c r e a s e o f a b o u t 2 0 
p e r c e n t o v e r t h e y e a r b e f o r e . 

M u c h o f t h e c r e d i t f o r t h e g o o d 
y e a r h a s b e e n g i v e n t o n e w s c i e n 
t i f i c f a r m i n g m e t h o d s . T h e J i a x i a n g 
C o u n t y S c i e n c e a n d T e c h n o l o g y 
A s s o c i a t i o n i n S h a n d o n g P r o v i n c e , 
f o r i n s t a n c e , i n t r o d u c e d t o l o c a l 
p e a s a n t s n e w c o t t o n s t r a i n s , c r o p 
r o t a t i o n s c h e m e s f o r w h e a t a n d 
c o t t o n , a n d s c i e n t i f i c m e t h o d s o f 
r a i s i n g c h i c k e n s . T h e n e w t e c h 
n i q u e s r e s u l t e d i n 9 0 m i l l i o n y u a n 
a y e a r i n a d d e d i n c o m e . T h e 
f i g u r e i s a b o u t 3 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e 
c o u n t y ' s t o t a l a g r i c u l t u r a l o u t p u t 
v a l u e . 

T h e r e a r e n o w m o r e t h a n 
1 1 0 , 0 0 0 r u r a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s s p r e a d 
i n g t h e w o r d a b o u t m o d e r n a g r i c u l 
t u r a l t e c h n i q u e s a c r o s s t h e c o u n t r y 
s i d e . A n d b y t h e e n d o f 1 9 8 4 , 
2 , 2 7 7 c o u n t i e s , a b o u t 9 3 p e r c e n t o f 
t h e c o u n t r y ' s t o t a l , h a d e s t a b l i s h e d 



WEWS IN BRIEF 

Construction has recently 
begun on a 300,000-kw nu
clear plant in Haiyan Coun
ty, Zhejiang Province. Named 
after the Qinshan Moun
tain, the plant is the first 
of its kind designed and built 
entirely by the Chinese. 

* » * 
Cooking gas will soon 

reach 200.,0i)0 Beijing house
holds through a pipeline 
from the Huabei (North Chi
na) Oilfield's gas treatment 
centre in Yongqing County. 
Hebei Province. 

The .70-km pipeline will 
send 400,000 cubic metres of 
natural gas a day and supply 
about two-thirds of the city's 
daily gas consumption. The 
city plans to provide gas 
hookups to all Beijing kit
chens by 1990. 

* « » 

China plans to set up six 
special institutes to promote 
the mental, physical and in
tellectual development of the 
330 million children aged 14 
and under. 

These institutes will spe
cialize in child psychology 
and physiology research and 
will search for ways to im
prove children's education, 
diet and toys. 

* * * 

The China International 
Conference Certtre for 
Science and Technology was 
recently opened in Beijmg. 

The centre will organize, 
at the request of both do
mestic and foreign organiza
tions, academic symposia, 
conferences, lectures and 
scientific exhibitions. 
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science and technology associa
tions. A nationwide rural network 
has been formed, with 3.5 million 
peasants belonging to science as
sociations, said Bao Yishan, a 
member of the secretariat of the 
China Association for Science and 
Technology. 

By using rare-earth fertilizers, 
the state farms in Heilongjiang 
Province increased their yield on 
22,300 hectares of spring wheat by 
9 peccent in 1984. The higher 
yield boosted their output value by 
15 million yuan. 

Research on the use of rare-earth 
elements in fertilizers started in 
1972 and was listed as one of the 
key research projects for the Sixth 
Five-Year Plan period (1981-85). 

Last year some 250 tons of rare-
earth fertilizer was used on 
340,000 hectares of farmland, re
sulting in an increase of 50,000 
tons of grain and an income hike 
of 20 million yuan. 

Meanwhile, modern agricultural 
machinery is finding favour with 
farmers, said Wu Yadong, an of
ficial of the Ministry of Agricul
ture, Animal Husbandry and Fish

ery. Last year the total horsepower 
of China's agricultural machinery 
increased by 8 percent over 1983. 
Tractors, combines, and trucks 
used for farm purposes increased 
by 16 percent, 4 percent and 32.3 
percent respectively. "The positive 
effects all these machines brought 
about are obvious," said Wu. 

For Chinese farmers, heaven is 
still a very important factor in 
farming. Many recite the proverb, 
"Man proposes, God disposes." It 
is common that some farmers, es
pecially the elders, pray to the 
gods at mountain temples, asking 
that the harvest be good. Wu ac
knowledged that "one of the very 
important reasons for the good 
harvest last year was the satisfac
tory climate," but he did not think 
the good weather should be attrib
uted to prayer. 

In 1984, said Wu, there was no 
widespread and enduring drought 
and floods, windstorms, hailstorms 
and freezes were minimal. Insect 
pests were also less troublesome 
than the year before. The total 
area plagued by disasters in 1984 
was 4.6 million hectares less than 
in 1983. 

Experimental corn strains raised by agronomist Li Suisheng in the 
suburbs of Beijing are coming along fine. 
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Icy Fun in Harbin 
Harbin's annual Ice and Snow Festival is under way In the cold 

northern capital of Heilongjiang Province. The festival, famous for its 
ice lonterns and ice sculptures, also Includes action on the ice. Women 
hockey players from the hometown are pictured here. Other Ice sports 
featured include winter swimming matches and sledding. More than 
100,000 people attended the opening ceremony for the festival on 
January 5. The crowd included 100 guests from Japan, the United States, 
France, Denmark and other countries and 500 from Hongkong and Macao. 
The icy festivities continue through February, 

Women Reject 
Return to Home 

T h o u g h s o m e p e o p l e h a v e 
s u g g e s t e d t h a t v y o m e n s h o u l d 
r e t u r n t o h o u s e w o r k i n o r d e r t o 
l e a v e m o r e a n d b e t t e r j o b s f o r m e n , 
t h e i d e a h a s b e e n r e j e c t e d b y b o t h 
w o m e n a n d m e n i n p u b l i c o p i n i o n 
p o l l s . 

L a t e l y s o m e u n i o n o f f i c i a l s h a v e 
s u g g e s t e d t h a t t o o m a n y w o m e n 
a r e e m p l o y e d i n t y p e s o f w o r k 
m o r e s u i t a b l e t o m e n a n d t h a t 
w o m e n s h o u l d s t e p a s i d e t o m a k e 
w a y f o r u n e m p l o y e d o r u n d e r 
e m p l o y e d y o u n g m e n . T h e y a r g u e 
t h a t w o m e n — e s p e c i a l l y w o m e n i n 
t h e i r c h i l d - b e a r i n g y e a r s —• a c t u a l 
l y h i n d e r e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t 
a n d r e s u l t i n l o w e r p r o d u c t i v i t y , 
p o o r q u a l i t y a n d i n e f f i c i e n c y . 

W o m e n f i r s t b e g a n m o v i n g o u t 
o f t h e h o u s e a n d i n t o t h e w o r k 
f o r c e a f t e r t h e i d e a w a s p u t f o r t h 
d u r i n g t h e M a y 4 t h M o v e m e n t i n 
1 9 1 9 , t h e f i r s t d e m o c r a t i c m a s s 
m o v e m e n t i n t h e h i s t o r y o f m o d e m 
C h i n a . B u t t h e i d e a w a s n o t 
r e a l i z e d u n t i l t h e 1 9 5 0 s , w h e n m i l 
l i o n s o f C h i n e s e w o m e n b e g a n t o 
g o t o w o r k . 

I n 1 9 4 9 w o m e n m a d e u p o n l y 
7 .5 p e r c e n t o f a l l w o r k e r s i n s t a t e -
o w n e d e n t e r p r i s e s . T h e p e r c e n t a g e 
r o s e t o 2 1 p e r c e n t i n 1 9 6 5 a n d 3 6 
p e r c e n t i n 1 9 8 3 . I n a d d i t i o n , o n e -
t h i r d o f C h i n a ' s s c i e n t i s t s a r e 
w o m e n a n d w o m e n h a v e b e g u n t o 
t a k e l e a d e r s h i p r o l e s i n a n u m b e r 
o f f i e l d s . 

B u t s o m e h a v e b e g u n t o s u g g e s t 
t h a t t h e r e a r e t o o m a n y w o m e n 
i n t h e w o r k f o r c e t o d a y . X i n g H u a , 
a n o f f i c i a l o f t h e B e i j i n g T r a d e 
U n i o n , s a i d , " I t i s b e c a u s e a 
w o m a n i s n a t u r a l l y m o r e a d e p t a t 
h o u s e k e e p i n g t h a n a m a n t h a t s h e 
s h o u l d c a r r y m o r e o f t h e f a m i l y 
b u r d e n . B u t t h e y m u s t b e w o r n 
o u t i f t h e y a t t h e s a m e t i m e g o t o 
w o r k . H o w c a n w e s a y w o m e n a r c 
l i b e r a t e d u n d e r s u c h a s i t u a t i o n ? " 

T o s o l v e t h e p r o b l e m , s o m e h a v e 
s u g g e s t e d t h a t s o m e w o r k i n g 

w o m e n , n o t a l l , s t a y a t h o m e , w h i l e 
g i v i n g t h e i r h u s b a n d s o r b r o t h e r s 
d o u b l e w a g e s . T h e y a r g u e t h a t 
u n d e r t h i s c i r c u m s t a n c e s , f a m i l i e s 
w o u l d r e t a i n t h e i r s a m e l e v e l o f 
i n c o m e , a n d w o m e n c o u l d r u n t h e 
h o u s e a n d r a i s e c h i l d r e n m u c h 
b e t t e r . 

T h e s u g g e s t i o n i s f l a t l y r e j e c t e d 
b y 9 o u t o f 1 0 p e o p l e p o l l e d . I n 
N a n c h a n g , J i a n g x i P r o v i n c e , 1 0 0 
p e r s o n s w e r e r a n d o m l y q u e s 
t i o n e d l a s t s u m m e r . A m o n g 5 0 
w o m e n , 4 6 s a i d t h e y w e r e u n w i l l 
i n g t o l e a v e t h e i r j o b s , n o m a t t e r 
w h a t t h e s i t u a t i o n . T h e o t h e r f o u r 
s a i d t h e y w o u l d l i k e t o r e t u r n h o m e 
i f t h e i r j o b s c o u l d b e t a k e n b y t h e i r 
s o n s o r d a u g h t e r s . O f 5 0 m e n 
p o l l e d , o n l y s i x s a i d t h e y w o u l d 
l i k e t o see t h e i r w i v e s r e s i g n t h e i r 
j o b s , i f i t m e a n t h i g h e r w a g e s f o r 
t h e m s e l v e s ! . 

T h i s p r o v e s , s a i d p o l l s t e r s B i 
B i n g s h e n g a n d F u Z h i h o n g o f 

t h e c i t y ' s W o m e i i ' s F e d e r a 
t i o n , t h a t m o s t p e o p l e r e j e c t 
t h e i d e a o f w o m e n r e t u r n i n g 
h o m e . " T h e i d e a r e f l e c t s t h e 
f e u d a l i s t i c i d e o l o g y t h a t w o m e n 
a r e i n f e r i o r t o m e n a n d i n c a p a b l e 
o f p e r f o r m i n g w o r k t h a t r e q u i r e s 
h i g h i n t e l l i g e n c e o r a n a g g r e s s i v e 
m a n n e r . W o m e n ' s l i b e r a t i o n 
d e p e n d s , i n t h e f i n a l a n a l y s i s , o n 
e c o n o m i c s t a t u s , " s a i d B i . 

H o w e v e r , t h e s t a t u s o f w o m e n 
i s n o t o n l y r e f l e c t e d i n t h e e m p l o y 
m e n t r a t e , s a i d u n i o n o f f i c i a l X i n g . 
S h e p u b l i s h e d h e r o w n o p i n i o n 
p o l l l a s t y e a r , i n d i c a t i n g t h a t 
6 4 p e r c e n t o f t h e w o m e n w o r k e r s 
a t t h e B e i j i n g D a H u a S h i r t 
F a c t o r y f a v o u r h e r " p h a s e d e m 
p l o y m e n t " t h e o r y . T h e t h e o r y s u g 
g e s t s t h a t a w o m a n w o r k e r t a k e 
l e a v e f r o m h e r j o b w h e n s h e i s 
s e v e n m o n t h s p r e g n a n t a n d s t a y 
o f f t h e j o b u n t i l h e r b a b y r e a c h e s 
t h e a g e o f 3 . X i n g s u g g e s t s t h a t 
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w o m e n o n l e a v e r e c e i v e 7 5 p e r c e n t 
o f t h e i r n o r m a l s a l a r y a n d b e 
a l l o w e d t o r e t u r n t o w o r k a f t e r 
t h e t h r e e - y e a r p e r i o d . " T h i s w i l l 
b e n e f i t c h i l d r e n , w o m e n , t h e i r f a m 
i l i e s a n d o u r s o c i e t y , ' ' s a i d X i n g . 

S o m e o f t h o s e p o l l e d , b o t h 
w o m e n a n d m e n , f e l t t h e i d e a i s 
a g o o d o n e . I t d e f i n i t e l y s e e m s t o 
b e m o r e a c c e p t a b l e t h a n t h e s u g 
g e s t i o n t h a t w o m e n r e t u r n t o t h e 
h o m e f o r e v e r . 

I t s e e m s t h e v a s t m a j o r i t y a r e i n 
f a v o u r o f w o m e n p l a y i n g a m a j o r 
r o l e i n m o d e r n i z a t i o n . H o w e v e r , 
s a i d Z h e n g Z h a o h o n g , a s t a f f o f 
t h e A l l - C h i n a W o m e n ' s F e d e r a 
t i o n , t h e d e b a t e i s b e n e f i c i a l . 
I t u r g e s u s t o s o l v e o u r s o c i a l p r o b 
l e m s , e s p e c i a l l y t h e t i m e - c o n s u m 
i n g h o u s e w o r k t h a t t a k e s u p m o s t 
o f o u r s p a r e t i m e , s h e s a i d . B u t 
h o u s e k e e p i n g p r o b l e m s s h o u l d n o t 
b e s o l v e d a t t h e c o s t o f w o m e n ' s 
j o b s . I n s t e a d , s a i d Z h e n g , h o u s e 
w o r k s h o u l d b e r e d u c e d b y 
d e v e l o p i n g t h e s e r v i c e t r a d e s a n d 
s o c i a l i z i n g , m o d e r n i z i n g a n d p r o 
f e s s i o n a l i z i n g h o u s e k e e p i n g . 

Retarded Children 

Need More Schools 
S p e c i a l c l a s s e s f o r r e t a r d e d c h i l 

d r e n a r e i n u r g e n t d e m a n d i n C h i n a 
b e c a u s e m o s t o f t h e e s t i m a t e d 1 
m i l l i o n r e t a r d e d c h i l d r e n t h r o u g h 
o u t t h e c o u n t r y f i n d i t h a r d t o r e 
c e i v e p r o p e r e d u c a t i o n . 

T h e r e a r e n o w o n l y a f e w m o r e 
t h a n 1 0 0 s p e c i a l c l a s s e s i n t h e 
e n t i r e c o u n t r y , a n u m b e r t h a t f a l l s 
f a r s h o r t o f t h e n e e d . 

T e a c h e r s , s p e c i a l i s t s , c l a s s r o o m s 
a n d t e a c h i n g a i d s f o r r e t a r d e d c h i l 
d r e n a r e a l s o i n s h o r t s u p p l y . 

P l a n s t o i m p r o v e t h e s i t u a t i o n 
a r e b e i n g d r a w n u p a n d e f f o r t s t o 
e n r o l m o r e r e t a r d e d c h i l d r e n i n 
s c h o o l a r e b e i n g s t e p p e d u p , p a r t i c 
u l a r l y i n B e i j i n g . 

N e a r l y 5 0 0 s t u d e n t s a r e a t t e n d 
i n g s p e c i a l c l a s s e s i n B e i j i n g . T h e 

M u n i c i p a l E d u c a t i o n B u r e a u i s 
c o n s i d e r i n g t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f 
m o r e s u c h c l a s s e s t h i s y e a r . T h e 
e f f o r t i s f o c u s e d o n s e v e n s u b u r b a n 
c o u n t i e s w h i c h a t p r e s e n t h a v e n o 
c l a s s e s f o r r e t a r d e d c h i l d r e n , ac 
c o r d i n g t o Z h o u Z h e n g , d e p u t y 
h e a d o f t h e b u r e a u . 

Z h o u s a i d t h a t m o r e t h a n 2 0 0 
t e a c h e r s a r e w o r k i n g a t t h e 2 6 
s p e c i a l c l a s s e s a n d t w o s p e c i a l 
s c h o o l s i n t h e c i t y ' s u r b a n a n d r u r a l 
a r e a s . 

M o s t o f t h e c h i l d r e n w h e n e n t e r 
i n g t h e s p e c i a l c l a s s e s w e r e i n d i f 
f e r e n t a n d a l o o f b e c a u s e t h e y h a d 
l o n g s u f f e r e d d i s c r i m i n a t i o n f r o m 
t h e p u b l i c a n d e v e n f r o m t h e i r 
f a m i l i e s , Z h o u s a i d . M a n y k n o w 
n o t h i n g a b o u t h o w t o d e a l w i t h 
d a i l y l i f e a n d s o m e c o u l d n o t e v e n 
d r e s s t h e m s e l v e s . 

" N o w t h e y a r e d i f f e r e n t . T h e y 
a r e b e c o m i n g m o r e c o n f i d e n t a n d 
t h e y a r e a w a r e o f t h e n e e d t o h e l p 
o n e a n o t h e r , " Z h o u s a i d . 

" C o m p a r e d w i t h t h e w o r k i n 
d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s , o u r s i s n o t h 
i n g t o b e p r o u d o f , " s a i d Z h o u , 
w h o w a s i m p r e s s e d w i t h t h e w o r k 
h e s a w d o n e f o r r e t a r d e d c h i l d r e n 
i n J a p a n d u r i n g a v i s i t i n 1 9 8 3 . 

B e i j i n g h a s a t l e a s t 4 , 0 0 0 r e t a r d 
e d c h i l d r e n o f s c h o o l a g e , 8 0 p e r 
c e n t o f w h o m h a v e s l i g h t m e n t a l 
p r o b l e m s , a r e c e n t s a m p l e s u r v e y 
i n t h e c i t y s h o w e d . 

C h i n a a l s o h a s m o r e t h a n 7 0 
h o m e s f o r p h y s i c a l l y a n d m e n t a l l y 
h a n d i c a p p e d c h i l d r e n . 

M o r e t h a n 1 0 0 p r i m a r y s c h o o l s 
a n d c l a s s e s f o r m e n t a l l y r e t a r d e d 
c h i l d r e n w i l l i n a u g u r a t e v o c a t i o n a l 
e d u c a t i o n c o u r s e s n e x t y e a r t o h e l p 
t h e y o u n g s t e r s l e a r n s k i l l s s o t h a t 
t h e y c a n e a r n a l i v i n g . 

B u t , s a i d Z h o u , " r a p i d e x p a n s i o n 
o f t h e s p e c i a l e d u c a t i o n p r o g r a m m e 
f o r r e t a r d e d c h i l d r e n i s h e l d b a c k 
d u e t o f i n a n c i a l r e a s o n s . " A n d 
i t i s h a r d t o f i n d " e x p e r i e n c e d 
t e a c h e r s b e c a u s e t h e p r o g r a m m e i s 
s o m e t h i n g n e w i n C h i n a , " h e s a i d . 

A r o u n d t h e G lobe 
Ministry to Consider 
Bandung invitation 

T h e 3 0 t h a n n i v e r s a r y o f 
t h e A s i a n - A f r i c a n B a n d u n g 
C o n f e r e n c e w i l l b e c e l e b r a t e d 
t h i s A p r i l i n I n d o n e s i a . A 
C h i n e s e F o r e i g n M i n i s t r y 
s p o k e s m a n s a i d t h a t C h i n a 
w i l l " g i v e a p o s i t i v e c o n s i d 
e r a t i o n " ; ^-J,^ a n i n v i t a t i o n 
w h e n o f f e r e d b y I n d o n e s i a . 
I t h a s b e e n r e p o r t e d t h a t I n -
d o n e s m : F O r e i g i i M i n i s t e r 
M o c h i a r K u s u m a a t m a d j a 
s a i d C h i n a w i l l b o i n v i t e d t o 
s e n d d e l e g a t e s . 

Support for Kampuchea 
Reaffirmed by Chino 

D e m o c r a t i c K a m p u c h c a n 
l e a d e r S a m d c c h N o r o d o m 
S i h a n o u k , i n a J a n u a r y 2 4 
m e e t i n g w i t h - C h i n e s e C o m 
m u n i s t P a r t y G e n e r a l S e c r e 
t a r y H u Y a o b a n j i . s a i d , 
" V i e t N a m s a i d i t [ p l a n n e d 
1 0 p u l l o u t o f K a m p u c h e a i n 
6 ( o 1 0 y e a r s . B u t I t h i n k 
o n e y e a r , is^ e t t o u g h / * H e 
t h e n s a i d t h a t V i e t N a m i s 

[ b u y i n g t i m e t o " V i e t n a m i z e " 
K a m p i t c h e a v H u r e a f f i n n c d 
C h i n a ' s s u p p o r t l o r K a m 
p u c h e a a n d . s a i d t h a t o n e 
y e a r i s e n o u g h t i m e f o r V i e t 
N a m t o c o m p l e t e a p u l l o u t . 

Beijing Welcomes 
Arms Reduction Talks 

C h i n a w e l c o m e s a r m s r e 
d u c t i o n t a l k s b e t w e e n t h e U S 
a n d t h e U S S R a n d h o p e s t h a t 
a n a g r e e m e n t c a n b e r e a c h e d , 
s a i d F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r W u 
X u e q i a n J a n u a r y 2 6 w h i l e 
v i s i t i n g S r i L a n k a . R u t h e 
a d d e d t h a t C h i n a o p p o s e s 
S o v i e t d e p l o y m e n t o f S S - 2 0 
m i s s i l e s i n t h e F a r E a s t . 
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INTERNATIONAL 

J a p a n 

Nakasone Offers Pacific Prosperity 
Japan has made the first step towards broad Pacific co
operation, but the South Pacific countries are still some
what cool to the proposal. 

by XIAO ZHOU 

J A P A N i s d e t e r m i n e d t o p r o m o t e 
a " P a c i f i c E c o n o m i c Z o n e " t h a t 

w i l l u s h e r i n a n e r a o f g r o w t h a n d 
p r o s p e r i t y i n t h e A s i a - P a c i f i c r e 
g i o n . W i t h t h i s g r a n d a i m , Ja
p a n e s e P r i m e M i n i s t e r Y a s u h i r o 
N a k a s o n e r e c e n t l y v i s i t e d F i j i , 
P a p u a N e w G u i n e a , A u s t r a l i a a n d 
N e w Z e a l a n d . H i s w e e k - l o n g t o u r 
e n d e d J a n u a r y 2 0 . 

T h e P a c i f i c r i m i s t h e m o s t 
e c o n o m i c a l l y d y n a m i c a n d f a s t e s t 
d e v e l o p i n g r e g i o n i n t o d a y ' s w o r l d . 
T h e c o m b i n e d g r o s s n a t i o n a l p r o d 
u c t o f t h e n a t i o n s b o r d e r i n g t h e 
P a c i f i c m a k e s u p 6 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e 
w o r l d t o t a l . B e c a u s e J a p a n i s i n 
u r g e n t n e e d o f d e v e l o p i n g 
e c o n o m i c e x c h a n g e s , i t h a s a 
s p e c i a l r o l e t o p l a y i n t h e P a c i f i c 
r e g i o n . 

A r e c u r r i n g s u b j e c t i n h i g h - l e v e l 
t a l k s b e t w e e n N a k a s o n e a n d t h e 
l e a d e r s o f t h e f o u r c o u n t r i e s w a s 
t h e n e e d t o s t r e n g t h e n e c o n o m i c 
a n d c u l t u r a l c o - o p e r a t i o n a n d 
p e r s o n n e l e x c h a n g e s . J a p a n i s 
a l r e a d y t h e r e g i o n ' s b i g g e s t t r a d i n g 
p a r t n e r . B e t w e e n J u l y 1 9 8 3 a n d 
J u n e 1 9 8 4 t r a d e b e t w e e n J a p a n 
a n d A u s t r a l i a r e a c h e d $ A 1 1 . 9 
b i l l i o n ( U S $ 9 . 7 b i l l i o n ) , m o r e 
t h a n t h a t b e t w e e n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s 
a n d A u s t r a l i a . J a p a n i s , i n f a c t , 
A u s t r a l i a ' s b i g g e s t t r a d i n g p a r t n e r . 
J a p a n t a l l i e d N Z $ 3 b i l l i o n 
( U S $ 1 . 4 b i l l i o n ) i n t r a d e w i t h N e w 
Z e a l a n d , w h i c h a l s o m a k e s J a p a n 
N e w Z e a l a n d ' s m o s t i m p o r t a n t 
t r a d i n g p a r t n e r . D u r i n g h i s v i s i t , 
N a k a s o n e p r o p o s e d i n c r e a s i n g 

t r a d e w i t h A u s t r a l i a a n d s t r e n g t h 
e n i n g f i s h i n g c o - o p e r a t i o n w i t h 
N e w Z e a l a n d . J a p a n w i l l a l s o p r o 
v i d e i n t e r e s t - f r e e l o a n s w o r t h 1 
b i l l i o n y e n ( U S $ 3 . 9 m i l l i o n ) f o r 
F i j i t o e s t a b l i s h h o s p i t a l s a n d t r a i n 
p e r s o n n e l . I t w i l l a l s o l o a n s o m e 
5 . 7 b i l l i o n y e n ( U S $ 2 7 . 6 m i l l i o n ) 
t o P a p u a N e w G u i n e a t o b u i l d 
r o a d s a n d p o w e r s t a t i o n s . 

S i n c e J a p a n ' s p l a n s t o d u m p 
l o w - l e v e l n u c l e a r w a s t e i n t o t h e 
o c e a n h a v e m e t o p p o s i t i o n f r o m 
P a c i f i c i s l a n d e r s , N a k a s o n e m a d e 
a s s u r a n c e s t h a t J a p a n w i l l n o t 
i g n o r e t h e c o n c e r n s o f t h e r e g i o n . 
T h e p l a n , i n f a c t , i s f r o z e n , t h e 
J a p a n e s e p r i m e m i n i s t e r s a i d . 

F o r 2 0 y e a r s J a p a n h a s r e p e a t e d 
l y s u g g e s t e d t h a t a " P a c i f i c E c o 
n o m i c Z o n e " b e e s t a b l i s h e d . B u t 
b e c a u s e o f t h e s h a d o w w h i c h 
r e m a i n s f r o m J a p a n ' s a g g r e s s i o n 
d u r i n g W o r l d W a r I I , m a n y c o u n 
t r i e s i n t h e r e g i o n d i s t r u s t J a p a n . 
J a p a n m u s t e l i m i n a t e t h e l i n g e r i n g 
d o u b t s a n d f e a r s b e f o r e i t c a n s e t 
i n m o t i o n i t s p l a n f o r r e g i o n a l ' c o 
o p e r a t i o n . 

D u r i n g t a l k s w i t h A u s t r a l i a n 

P r i m e M i n i s t e r B o b H a w k e , t h e 
J a p a n e s e p r i m e m i n i s t e r p u t f o r 
w a r d " N a k a s o n e ' s f o u r p r i n 
c i p l e s . " T h e y a r e : p r o m o t i n g n o n -
m i U t a r y a n d n o n - p o l i t i c a l c o - o p e r a 
t i o n i n e c o n o m i c , c u l t u r a l a n d 
t e c h n i c a l s p h e r e s ; e n c o u r a g i n g 
p e o p l e - t o - p e o p l e e x c h a n g e s a s t h e 
m a i n f o r m o f r e g i o n a l c o - o p e r a 
t i o n ; f o r m u l a t i n g a n o p e n a n d e x 
c l u s i v e r e g i o n a l c o - o p e r a t i o n ; a n d 
r e s p e c t i n g t h e i n i t i a t i v e o f t h e 
A s s o c i a t i o n o f S o u t h e a s t A s i a n 
N a t i o n s ( A S E A N ) a n d S o u t h 
P a c i f i c c o u n t r i e s . T h e a i m o f t h e 
f o u r p r i n c i p l e s i s t o p r o m o t e c o 
o p e r a t i o n a n d t o m e l t a w a y t h e 
d i s t r u s t o f J a p a n i n t h e o c e a n i c 
c o u n t r i e s . 

D u r i n g h i s S o u t h P a c i f i c t o u r , 
N a k a s o n e r e p e a t e d l y s t a t e d J a p a n , 
l e a r n i n g f r o m t h e b i t t e r l e s s o n s o f 
W o r l d W a r I I , i s f o r e v e r c o m 
m i t t e d t o p e a c e a n d w i l l n e v e r 
a g a i n b e c o m e a m i l i t a r y t h r e a t t o 
i t s n e i g h b o u r s . I n r e g a r d t o a p r e 
v i o u s J a p a n e s e p r o p o s a l f o r s a f e 
g u a r d i n g 1 , 0 0 0 s e a m i l e s o f m a r i n e 
p a s s a g e , N a k a s o n e a s s u r e d r e g i o n a l 
l e a d e r s t h a t t h e m a r i n e p a s s a g e 
w i l l n o t r e a c h t h e A S E A N r e g i o n . 

T h e t r i p d e m o n s t r a t e d t o t h e 
w o r l d t h a t J a p a n i s a t t a c h i n g g r e a t 
i m p o r t a n c e t o A s i a a n d t h e P a c i f i c 
i n i t s f o r e i g n p o l i c y . B u t i t i s r e 
p o r t e d t h a t " P a c i f i c c o - o p e r a t i o n " 
i s s t i l l i n t h e p l a n n i n g s t a g e s a n d 
t h a t t h e S o u t h P a c i f i c c o u n t r i e s a r e 
n o t n e a r l y a s e a g e r a s J a p a n . 

L e b a n o n 

Israel Moves to Withdraw Its Troops 
To end the dilemma in Lebanon, the Israeli cabinet decid
ed January 14 to withdraw its troops. But when the with
drawal will be completed is still uncertain. 

by REN YAN 

T H E I s r a e l i c a b i n e t J a n u a r y 1 4 
a p p r o v e d b y a 1 6 - 6 v o t e a 

t h r e e - p h a s e t r o o p w i t h d r a w a l p l a n 

f r o m s o u t h L e b a n o n , w i t h t h e f i r s t 
s t a g e b e g i n n i n g J a n u a r y 2 0 . T h i s 
i s a m a j o r s t e p f o r I s r a e l t o e x t r i 
c a t e i t s e l f f r o m a p r e d i c a m e n t i n 
L e b a n o n . 

F e b r u a r y 4, 1 9 8 5 1 1 



I s r a e l i n J u n e 1 9 8 2 i n v a d e d 
L e b a n o n , c l a i m i n g t h e P a l e s t i n i a n 
a r m e d f o r c e s ' b a s e s i n L e b a n o n 
c o n s t i t u t e d a t h r e a t t o t h e , s e c u r i t y 
o f I s r a e l ' s n o r t h e r n t e r r i t o r y . A f t e r 
t h e a r m e d f o r c e s o f t h e P a l e s t i n e 
L i b e r a t i o n O r g a n i z a t i o n ( P L O ) 
e v a c u a t e d f r o m B e i r u t , I s r a e l p u t 
f o r w a r d u n r e a s o n a b l e d e m a n d s , 
i n c l u d i n g e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f n o r m a l 
r e l a t i o n s w i t h L e b a n o n , o p e n i n g 
t r a d e p o r t s , s e t t i n g u p a d i p l o m a t i c 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e i n L e b a n o n a n d r e 
f u s i n g t o w i t h d r a w i t s t r o o p s . 
W i t h m e d i a t i o n b y t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s , L e b a n o n a n d I s r a e l c o n 
d u c t e d l o n g a n d r e p e a t e d n e g o t i a 
t i o n s f r o m D e c e m b e r 1 9 8 2 t o A p r i l 
1 9 8 3 a n d s i g n e d a n a c c o r d o n t r o o p 

w i t h d r a w a l o n M a y 1 7 , 1 9 8 3 . 
A f t e r s i g n i n g t h i s a c c o r d , I s r a e l 
c o n t i n u e d t o d e l a y i t s t r o o p w i t h 
d r a w a l . B e c a u s e o f a s e r i e s o f 
p e r f i d i o u s a c t ? b y t h e I s r a e l i s , t h e 
L e b a n e s e g o v e r n m e n t f l a t l y 
r e s c i n d e d t h e L e b a n e s e - I s r a e l i a c 
c o r d o n M a r c h 5 , 1 9 8 4 . 

W i t h t h e l o n g o c c u p a t i o n o f 
s o u t h L e b a n o n , I s r a e l h a s b e e n 
f o r c e d t o s u p p o r t a n i n c r e a s i n g l y 

r h e a v y b u r d e n , s o i t d e c i d e d t o g e t 
o u t o f L e b a n o n u n i l a t e r a l l y . F i r s t , 
I s r a e l ' s e c o n o m y i s i n d i r e s t r a i t s , 
m a i n l y a s a r e s u l t o f i t s r e c k l e s s 
p u r s u i t o f t h e p o l i c y o f e x p a n 
s i o n i s m a n d a g g r e s s i o n i n t h e p a s t 
f e w y e a r s . 

O f f i c i a l s t a t i s t i c s p l a c e t h e i n 
f l a t i o n r a t e l a s t y e a r a t 1 , 2 0 0 p e r 
c e n t , t h e h i g h e s t i n t h e w o r l d . A n d 
t h e c o u n t r y o f 4 m i l l i o n p e o p l e h a s 
i n c u r r e d a n a g g r e g a t e i n d e b t e d n e s s 
o f U S $ 2 4 . 8 b i l l i o n . T w o - t h i r d s o f 
t h e n a t i o n a r b u d g e t s i n c e 1 9 8 2 h a s 
g o n e t o m i l i t a r y s p e n d i n g a n d 
s e r v i c i n g o f d e b t s . T h e o c c u p a t i o n 
f o r c e s i n s o u t h L e b a n o n a l o n e c o s t 
w e l l o v e r U S . f l m i l l i o n a d a y . 

E x a s p e r a t e d b y t h i s d e s p e r a t e 
s i t u a t i o n , t h e I s r a e l i p e o p l e h a v e 
b e e n p r e s s i n g f o r a t r o o p w i t h 
d r a w a l f r o m L e b a n o n . P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r S h i m o n P e r e s a d m i t t e d 
t h a t h i s c o u n t r y w a s i n t h e t h r o e s 
o f a c r i s i s o f a l a r m i n g p r o p o r t i o n s . 

S e c o n d , t h e o c c u p a t i o n o f s o u t h 

L e b a n o n h a s b e e n r o u n d l y c o n 
d e m n e d b y t h e A r a b n a t i o n s a n d 
m a n y o t h e r c o u n t r i e s . P r e s s u r e 
f o r a w i t h d r a w a l b e c a m e h a r d e r 
a n d h a r d e r t o r e s i s t . E g y p t , f o r 
i n s t a n c e , c a l l e d f o r w i t h d r a w a l 
f r o m s o u t h L e b a n o n a s o n e o f t h e 
p r e c o n d i t i o n s f o r a t h a w i n i t s 
r e l a t i o n s w i t h I s r a e l . 

E v e n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , p r a c t i 
c a l l y t h e l o n e s t a u n c h s u p p o r t e r o f 
I s r a e l , w a n t e d I s r a e l t o p u l l o u t . 
U S d i p l o m a t s h o p e t h e g e s t u r e t o 
t h e A r a b s m i g h t h e l p r e v i v e 
W a s h i n g t o n ' s " p e a c e p r o c e s s " i n 
t h e M i d d l e E a s t . 

T h i r d , I s r a e l w a n t s t o c r e a t e a 
v a c u u m i n t h e S a i d a ( S i d o n ) r e g i o n 
w i t h i t s w i t h d r a w a l a n d t h e r e b y 
s h a r p e n t h e f a c t i o n a l s t r i f e t h e r e 
a n d u n d e r c u t r e s i s t a n c e . 

A l t h o u g h I s r a e l h a s b e g u n t o 
w i t T i d r a w i t s f i r s t b a t c h o f t r o o p s , 
i t r e f u s e d t o p r o v i d e a p u l l o u t 
t i m e t a b l e d u r i n g t h e 1 3 t h r o u n d 
o f t a l k s a t N a q o u r a o n J a n u a r y 2 2 . 
T h e n e x t t w o s t a g e s o f t r o o p 

New C a l e d o n i a 

b y Y l Q U A N 

F R E N C H P r e s i d e n t F r a n c o i s 
M i t t e r r a n d h u r r i e d t o N e w 

C a l e d o n i a o n J a n u a r y 1 8 t o t r y t o 
q u e n c h s o m e o f t h e f i r e s b u r n i n g 
o v e r t h e i s s u e o f i n d e p e n d e n c e f o r 
t h e F r e n c h P a c i f i c t e r r i t o r y . 

A l o n g h i s t o r y o f r a c i a l c o n f l i c t s 
b e t w e e n t h e i n d i g e n o u s K a n a k s a n d 
E u r o p e a n s e t t l e r s f l a r e d u p a g a i n 
a f t e r e l e c t i o n s l a s t N o v e m b e r , 
w i d e l y b o y c o t t e d b y t h e K a n a k s , 
g a v e t h e a n t i - i n d e p e n d e n c e N e w 
C a l e d o n i a n R e p u b l i c G u a r d U n i o n 
7 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e s e a t s i n t h e T e r 
r i t o r i a l A s s e m b l y . 

w i t h d r a w a l w i l l b e d e c i d e d b y t h e 
I s r a e l i g o v e r n m e n t i n l i g h t o f t h e 
f u t u r e S i t u a t i o n . T h i s i s s e e n a s 
a n i n d i c a t i o n o f I s r a e l ' s i n t e n t i o n 
t o r e t a i n s o m e k i n d o f c o n t r o l o v e r 
L e b a n e s e t e r r i t o r y . 

T h e I s r a e l i g o v e r n m e n t h a s t i m e 
a n d a g a i n d e m a n d e d t h a t t h e 
b o r d e r a r e a v a c a t e d b y I s r a e l i 
t r o o p s b e p l a c e d u n d e r t h e c o n t r o l 
o f t h e p r o - I s r a e l i " s o u t h L e b a n o n 
a r m y " a s o n e o f t h e " s e c u r i t y 
a r r a n g e m e n t s . " I t h a s a l s o c l a i m e d 
" t h e f r e e d o m o f i n t e r v e n t i o n " i n 
w h i c h I s r a e l i t r o o p s m a y c r o s s t h e 
b o r d e r a n d w i p e o u t a n y f o r c e t h a t 
t h r e a t e n s i t s " s e c u r i t y . " 

P u b l i c o p i n i o n i n t h e A r a b w o r l d 
h a s n o t e d t h a t t h e s e t t l e m e n t o f 
t h e L e b a n e s e q u e s t i o n i s t h e f i r s t 
s t e p i n d e f u s i n g t h e p r e s e n t s i t u a 
t i o n i n t h e M i d d l e E a s t . B u t 
w h e t h e r I s r a e l w i l l c o m p l e t e l y 
w i t h d r a w i t s t r o o p s f r o m L e b a n o n 
i s s t i l l u n c e r t a i n . I t w i l l b e d e c i d e d 
b y t h e o u t c o m e o f t h e t r i a l s o f 
s t r e n g t h a n d s t r u g g l e b e t w e e n t h e 
p a r t i e s c o n c e r n e d . 

T h e p r o - i n d e p e n d e n c e K a n a k 
S o c i a l i s t N a t i o n a l L i b e r a t i o n F r o n t 
( F L N K S ) r e s p o n d e d w i t h r o a d 
b l o c k s a n d v i o l e n t c o n f r o n t a t i o n s 
w i t h p o l i c e . 

O n D e c e m b e r 1 t h e F L N K S 
r a i s e d a K a n a k f l a g i n f r o n t o f a 
p o l i c e s t a t i o n a n d d e c l a r e d i t s e l f 
" t h e p r o v i s i o n a l g o v e r n m e n t o f t h e 
K a n a k R e p u b l i c . " 

N e w C a l e d o n i a i s a S o u t h P a c i f 
i c i s l a n d o f a b o u t 1 9 , 0 0 0 s q u a r e 
k i l o m e t r e s , w i t h a p o p u l a t i o n o f 
1 4 5 , 0 0 0 . A b o u t 3 7 p e r c e n t a r e 
E u r o p e a n s , 4 2 p e r c e n t M e l a n e s i a n s 
o r K a n a k s , a n d t h e r e s t A s i a n s , 
m o s t l y f r o m o t h e r F r e n c h t e r r i t o -

Riots Erupt Over Independence Plan 
Natives and European settlers cannot agree on the future 
of their tiny island, as Mitterrand urges peaceful 
discussion. 
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r i e s . I n t h e m i d d l e o f t h e 1 9 t h 
c e n t u r y , F r e n c h c o l o n i s t s e s t a b 
l i s h e d t h e i r f i r s t s e t t l e m e n t i n N o u 
m e a , n o w t h e i s l a n d c a p i t a ! . I n 
1 8 8 5 i t w a s d e c l a r e d a F r e n c h 
t e r r i t o r y . 

T h e E u r o p e a n i m m i g r a n t s a n d 
t h e K a n a k s h a v e f o r m e d t w o d i s 
t i n c t s o c i a l c o m m u n i t i e s . N e i t h e r 
m a k e s u p q u i t e h a l f t h e p o p u l a t i o n , 
b u t t h e a s s o r t e d A s i a n s , m o s t l y 
P o l y n e s i a n s , w e r e e n c o u r a g e d b y 
t h e F r e n c h t o s e t t l e o n N e w C a l e 
d o n i a m a i n l y t o t h w a r t K a n a k 
m o v e s f o r i n d e p e n d e n c e . 

I n t h e f a c e o f j u s t s u c h a d e c l a r a 
t i o n o n D e c e m b e r 1 , M i t t e r r a n d 
s u m m o n e d t h e f i r s t s p e c i a l c o u n c i l 
m e e t i n g e v e r s i n c e h e t o o k o f f i c e . 
N e w C a l e d o n i a i s a s e n s i t i v e a r e a , 
a n d d e v e l o p m e n t s t h e r e a r e l i k e l y 
t o a f f e c t n e i g h b o u r i n g P o l y n e s i a — 
t h e F r e n c h b a s e f o r P a c i f i c n u c l e a r 
t e s t i n g . 

' W h i l e t h e F r e n c h N a t i o n a l A s 
s e m b l y h e a t e d l y d e b a t e d t h e p r o b 
l e m t h r e e d a y s l a t e r , f o r m e r 
F r e n c h M i n i s t e r o f A g r i c u l t u r e 
E d g a r d P i s a n i a r r i v e d i n N o u m e a 
a s a s p e c i a l h i g h c o m m i s 
s i o n e r . W h i l e t h e p a r l i a m e n t r e 
j e c t e d c a l l s f o r a m i l i t a r y c r a c k 
d o w n a n d f o r i m m e d i a t e i n d e p e n 
d e n c e , P i s a n i p e r s u a d e d t h e 
F L N K S t o d i s m a n t l e t h e r o a d -
b l c f c k s . 

P i s a n i a l s o s a i d t h e F r e n c h g o v 
e r n m e n t f u l l y r e c o g n i z e s N e w C a 
l e d o n i a ' s l e g a l r i g h t t o i n d e p e n 
d e n c e , a n d p u s h e d u p t h e s c h e d u l e 
f r o m 1 9 8 9 t o 1 9 8 6 . A n i s l a n d - w i d e 
r e f e r e n d u m w a s p r o m i s e d f o r J u l y 
1 9 8 5 . 

P i s a n i ' s p l a n , w h i c h M i t t e r r a n d 
i s f i r m l y s t i c k i n g t o o , c a l l s f o r a n 
i n d e p e n d e n t N e w C a l e d o n i a s t i l l 
c o n n e c t e d w i t h F r a n c e i n m u c h t h e 
s a m e w a y a s M o n a c o . F r a n c e 
w o u l d r e t a i n c o n t r o l o f d e f e n c e 
a n d i n t e r n a l s e c u r i t y a n d w o u l d 
h a v e r i g h t s a n d d u t i e s c o n c e r n i n g 
c u r r e n c y , c r e d i t , t h e c o u r t s , i n t e r n a 
t i o n a l t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , c o m m u n i c a 
t i o n s a n d b r o a d c a s t i n g . B u t t h i s e n 
r a g e d F L N K S s u p p o r t e r s w h o w a n t 

by Y l M I N G 
B e i j i n g R e v i e w N e w s A n a l y s t 

T H E p o u n d s t e r l i n g h a s b e e n 
B r i t a i n ' s v i r i l i t y s y m b o l f o r 

d e c a d e s . I n t h e p a s t i t s s t r e n g t h 
w a s u n q u e s t i o n e d , a s i t w a s t h e p r i -

c o m p l e t e s o v e r e i g n t y i m m e d i a t e l y , 
a n d t h e E u r o p e a n s , w h o w i s h t o 
r e m a i n p a r t o f F r a n c e . A n d w h i l e 
P i s a n i i n s i s t e d t h a t o n l y i n d e p e n 
d e n c e " c a n m a i n t a i n t h e i n t e r n a l 
p e a c e a n d s e c u r i t y , " h e a l s o s a i d , 
" F r a n c e ' s p r e s e n c e o n t h e i s l a n d i s 
n e c e s s a r y b e c a u s e F r a n c e m u s t l o o k 
a f t e r i t s l a w f u l i n t e r e s t s . " 

T h e v i o l e n c e c o n t i n u e d a s K a n a k 
p r o t e s t e r s t r e s p a s s i n g o n a w h i t e -
o w n e d f a r m k i l l e d o n e o f t h e i n 
h a b i t a n t s o n J a n u a r y 1 1 . T h e n e x t 
d a y E l o i M a c h o r o , o n e o f F L N K S 
l e a d e r s , w a s s h o t b y F r e n c h g e n d a r 
m e s d u r i n g a s t a n d - o f f w i t h p o l i c e . 
T o q u e l l t h e e n s u i n g r i o t s , a s t a t e 
o f e m e r g e n c y w a s d e c l a r e d . 

M a n y f e a r e d t h a t M a c h o r o ' s 
d e a t h w o u l d b r i n g a n e n d t o 
P i s a n i ' s p l a n . M i t t e r r a n d r u s h e d i n 
t o s a v e i t , a n d e n d e d h i s 1 4 - h o u r 
v i s i t b y s a y i n g , " T h e l i n e t h a t w e 
f e a r e d m i g h t b e b r o k e n h a s b e e n 
m e n d e d , a n d d i a l o g u e c o n t i n u e s . " 

M i t t e r r a n d m e t w i t h l e a d e r s o f 
a l l p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s a n d a s s u r e d 
t h e m t h a t e v e r y i t e m i n P i s a n i ' s 
p l a n " h a s r o o m f o r d i s c u s s i o n . " 
T h e p r e s i d e n t s a i d t h e p l a n w a s 
m e a n t a s " a c o m p r o m i s e o f i n 
t e r e s t s b e t w e e n a l l s o c i a l c o m 
m u n i t i e s o n t h e i s l a n d a n d F r a n c e . " 

B u t M i t t e r r a n d ' s h o p e s f o r c o n 
t i n u e d d i a l o g u e a n d a p e a c e f u l s o l u 
t i o n m a y b e t h w a r t e d o n t h i s t i n y 
i s l a n d , w h e r e t e n s i o n s s t i l l r u n 
h i g h . 

m a r y c u r r e n c y f o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
e x c h a n g e . B u t n o w , a s t h e d a y 
w h e n o n e p o u n d e q u a l s o n e U S 
d o l l a r a p p r o a c h e s , a s h a d o w h a s 
b e e n c a s t o n t h e o n c e p r o u d s y m 
b o l . O n J a n u a r y 1 4 t h e p o u n d h i t 
a r e c o r d l o w a g a i n s t t h e d o l l a r i n 

L o n d o n 

Many Factors Prompt Pound's Fall 
The pound's slump reflects the economic reality in 
Britain. It seems that the days of the strong pound are 
gone for ever. 
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trading, dropping to 1.110 in Lon
don and 1.102 in Asia. After the 
Bank of England reinstituted its 
minimum lending rates as a guide 
on January 14 and set it at 12 per
cent (it was the second base rate 
rise, the first one being proclaimed 
on January 11), the sterling re
bounded slightly to 1.124. 

When Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher first won election in 1979, 
the value of the pound was much 
higher. One pound sold for more 
than US$2. Between November 
1980 and today the sterling ex
change rate against the dollar 
dropped 55 percent, and between 
February 1984 and last month it 
fell 26 percent. At the same time, 
the pound's value against other 
West European currencies also 
dwindled. 

In recent years the sterling has 
become one of the weakest curren
cies in the West. Its woes reflect 
two facts of the reality in Britain: 
one is the economy's slow growth 
and the other is the pound's his
toric overvaluation. The problems 
are made obvious by the poor per
formance of British goods on the 
world market. 

Britain's economy has picked up 
since Thatcher's policies were im
plemented. The economy's growth 
rate registered a rise of 2.3-2.5 per
cent in 1984, and the inflation rate 
fell to 5 percent. However, manu
facturing, Britain's economic main
stay, has not developed satisfactori
ly. As a result, British trade with 
other countries, with the exception 
of oil and oil products, has suf
fered. Besides, the unemployment 
situation has deteriorated. There 
are more than 3 million unemploy
ed workers in the country, with one 
of every eight out of work. The 
unemployment rate stood at 13.4 
percent in 1984, much higher than 
the 7 percent figure in 1980, and 
the rate is the highest among the 
West European countries. 

As for the value of the pound, 
a report issued by a parliament 

committee last year estimated that 
the sterling was overvalued by 10 
percent. Chancellor of the Ex
chequer Nigel Lawson refused to 
comment on the report. He stead
fastly insisted that the exchange, 
rate of the sterling cannot be artifi
cially fixed, but should be decided 
by the market supply and demand. 
Last month's Bank of England 
move to boost interest rates was 
the first time the British govern
ment had attempted to stabilize the 
price of the pound since August 
1981. Over the past three years, 
the Bank of England had not taken 
any action to institute official base 
lending rates. The government's at
titude has been to leave it to the 
money market to-decide the rates. 

It is reported that Lawson may 
actually be welcoming the sterling 
decline. According to such ac
counts, Lawson is well aware that 
the pound's plummet has resulted 
in the value of North Sea oil in
creasing from 9.6 billion pounds to 
12 billion pounds because crude 
prices are in US dollars and the 
North Sea oil field is producing 
record yields. In addition, the 
sterling's fall has attracted tourists 
in record numbers, as American 
visitors increased from 2 million in 
1983 to 2.6 million in 1984. Ameri
can visitors rushed to enjoy low-
price accommodations and to pur
chase cheap British commodities. 
Owing to the devaluation of the 
sterling, Britain's exports to the 
United States grew 19 percent, 
reaching 8,150 million pounds in 
the first 10 months of 1984. 

Therefore, the sterling's low 
exchange rate may actually 
strengthen the competitive power 
of British goods on the world 
market, helping industry to ex
pand exports and providing an im
petus to economic recovery. This 
is why the British government 
hesitated to rescue the pound. 

The strong US dollar is one of 
the main external factors prompt
ing the sag of the sterling. Due to 
high interest rates instituted by the 

US government, large amounts of 
idle money have been funneled into 
the United States. This flow of 
cash exerts tremendous pressure on 
the pound sterling. In addition, 
the 11-month-old miners' strike and 
other labour stoppages in Britain 
have exacerbated the situation. 
British investors worry that Britain 
is no longer a safe and profitable 
investment environment. 

Another external factor directly 
affecting the pound is the decline 
of oil prices. The oil glut has 
caused the price to slide. And be
cause North Sea oil is Britain's 
biggest export earner, slipping oil 
prices batter the pound sterling. 

There has been much talk in eco
nomic circles about the devaluation 
of the pound sterling. Some ex
perts contend that the devalued 
pound will not harm the economy. 
Others hold that the sterling's crisis 
is an expression of the people's 
lack of confidence in their govern
ment. They charge that the gov
ernment has done too little too late. 

The government's move to raise 
interest rates is a psychological 
ploy to reduce worries in business 
and financial and monetary circles. 
Moreover, the government fears 
that further devaluation may make 
imports too costly. This would 
probably aggravate the inflation 
rate. 

But government intervention 
only stopped the pound's slump 
temporarily. The pound did not 
rally back to strength. It v/ill be 
much more difficult for the govern
ment to bolster the pound signif
icantly. The government's gold 
and foreign exchange reserves are 
limited, only US$15.7 billion last 
year. And if interest rates are 
hiked dramatically, economic 
growth could be choked off. So, 
with the prospect of higher oil 
prices unlikely in the near future 
and the US budget deficit and in
terest rates remaining high, the US 
dollar will continue to flex its 
muscles and the pound will con
tinue to weaken. 
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W/?ot Deng Says (II) 

'One Country, Two Systems' Born of Reality 
China stands for peace and hopes to solve disputes by peaceful means. The policy 
of "one country, two systems" could be adopted in some cases and the policy of 
"joint development" in others. 

T H E p o l i c y o f " o n e c o u n t r y , t w o 
s y s t e m s " h a s b e e n a d o p t e d o u t 

o f c o n s i d e r a t i o n f o r C h i n a ' s r e a l i 
t i e s . C h i n a i s f a c e d w i t h t h e p r o b 
l e m s o f H o n g k o n g a n d T a i w a n . 
T h e r e a r e o n l y t w o w a y s t o s o l v e 
t h e m . O n e i s t h r o u g h n e g o t i a t i o n 
a n d t h e o t h e r i s b y f o r c e . T o s o l v e 
t h e p r o b l e m b y p e a c e f u l n e g o t i a 
t i o n r e q u i r e s t h a t t h e t e r m s b e ac 
c e p t a b l e t o a l l p a r t i e s . T h e s o l u 
t i o n t o t h e H o n g k o n g q u e s t i o n , f o r 
i n s t a n c e , s h o u l d b e a c c e p t a b l e t o 
C h i n a . B r i t a i n a n d t h e p e o p l e o f 
H o n g k o n g . 

W h a t w i l l t h e y a c c e p t ? A s o c i a l 
i s t t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f H o n g k o n g 
w o u l d n o t b e a c c e p t a b l e t o a l l p a r 
t i e s . I n m y t a l k s w i t h f o r e i g n 
g u e s t s , I p r o p o s e d t h a t n e w s o l u 
t i o n s t o i n t e r n a t i o n a l d i s p u t e s b e 
d e v i s e d t o m e e t n e w s i t u a t i o n s a n d 
n e w p r o b l e m s . T h e " o n e c o u n t r y , 
t w o s y s t e m s " c o n c e p t w a s p r o p o s e d 
o n t h e b a s i s o f C h i n e s e r e a l i t i e s , 
b u t t h i s i d e a c o u l d a l s o b e a p p l i e d 
t o i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r o b l e m s . I n t e r 
n a t i o n a l d i s p u t e s t h a t a r e n o t 
h a n d l e d r i g h t c a n r e a c h t h e f l a s h 
p o i n t . 

I a s k e d t h e m w h e t h e r t h e p o l i c y 
o f " o n e c o u n t r y , t w o s y s t e m s " 
c o u l d b e a d o p t e d i n s o m e cases 
a n d t h e p o l i c y o f " j o i n t d e v e l o p 
m e n t " i n o t h e r s . I n t h i s w a y w e 
w o u l d n o t b e c o n f i n e d t o j u s t o n e 
a p p r o a c h , t h e " o n e c o u n t r y , t w o 

This is part of a speech made by 
Deng Xiaoping at the Third Plenary 
Session of the Central Advisory Com
mission on October 22, 1984. The 
title is B e i j i n g Review's. 

s y s t e m s . " W e w o u l d h a v e a n a l t e r 
n a t i v e i n " j o i n t d e v e l o p m e n t . " W e 
C h i n e s e s t a n d f o r p e a c e a n d h o p e 
t o s o l v e d i s p u t e s b y p e a c e f u l 
m e a n s . W h a t k i n d o f p e a c e f u l 
m e a n s ? " O n e c o u n t r y , t w o s y s 
t e m s " a n d " j o i n t d e v e l o p m e n t . " 
E v e r y o n e s a y s t h i s i s a n e w a n d 
v e r y i n t e r e s t i n g i d e a . 

T h e r e s o l u t i o n o f t h e H o n g k o n g 
q u e s t i o n w a s n o t d u e t o a n y s p e c i a l 
f e a t s o n t h e p a r t o f o u r n e g o t i a t o r s , 
a s m u c h as t o t h e f a c t t h a t C h i n a 
h a s b e e n p r o g r e s s i n g r a p i d l y . I n 
r e c e n t y e a r s , i t h a s b e e n t h r i v i n g 
a n d g r o w i n g p o w e r f u l a n d i s t r u s t 
w o r t h y . W e m e a n . w h a t w e s a y 
a n d k e e p o u r w o r d . 

S i n c e t h e f a l l o f t h e g a n g o f 
f o u r , a n d e s p e c i a l l y s i n c e t h e T h i r d 
P l e n a r y S e s s i o n o f t h e P a r t y ' s 
1 1 t h C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e , h i g h l y 
f a v o u r a b l e c h a n g e s h a v e t a k e n 
p l a c e i n C h i n a . I t s i m a g e h a s i m 
p r o v e d . T h e p a s t f i v e y e a r s h a v e 
w i t n e s s e d g r e a t c h a n g e s . O u r o w n 
p e o p l e h a v e s e e n t h i s a n d s o h a v e 
p e o p l e f r o m o t h e r c o u n t r i e s . 

W e c a n b e p r o u d o f t h i s . O f 
c o u r s e , t h e r e i s a d i f f e r e n c e b e 
t w e e n p r i d e a n d c o n c e i t . W e 
s h o u l d n o t b e c o n c e i t e d o r b o a s t f t i l , 
b e c a u s e w e a r e s t i l l e c o n o m i c a l l y 
b a c k w a r d . B u t r e c e n t d e v e l o p 
m e n t s , t h e r e s o l u t i o n o f t h e H o n g 
k o n g q u e s t i o n f o r i n s t a n c e , d e m o n 
s t r a t e o u r g o o d p r o s p e c t s a s a n a 
t i o n . 

W e r e s o l v e d t h e H o n g k o n g q u e s 
t i o n b y a d o p t i n g a f u n d a m e n t a l l y 
c o r r e c t p o l i c y o r s t r a t e g y o f " o n e 

c o u n t r y , t w o s y s t e m s . " I t a l s o r e p 
r e s e n t s t h e r e s u l t o f t h e c o m b i n e d 
e f f o r t s o f t h e C h i n e s e a n d B r i t i s h 
g o v e r n m e n t s . 

T h e r e s o l u t i o n o f t h e H o n g k o n g 
q u e s t i o n h a s a d i r e c t i m p a c t o n t h e 
T a i w a n q u e s t i o n . T h e T a i w a n 
a u t h o r i t i e s s h o u l d b e a b l e t o a c c e p t 
t h e " o n e c o u n t r y , t w o s y s t e m s " 
c o n c e p t . 

I s i t r e a l i s t i c o f C h i a n g C h i n g -
k u o t o p r o p o s e u n i f y i n g C h i n a 
u n d e r t h e " T h r e e P e o p l e ' s P r i n 
c i p l e s " ? H i s " T h r e e P e o p l e ' s P r i n 
c i p l e s " w e r e p r a c t i s e d i n C h i n a f o r 
2 2 y e a r s — f r o m 1 9 2 7 t o 1 9 4 9 . 
W h a t b e c a m e o f C h i n a ? W h e n d i d 
t h e C h i n e s e p e o p l e s t a n d , u p , s o t o 
s p e a k ? I n 1 9 4 9 . 

I t w a s s o c i a l i s m a n d t h e C o m 
m u n i s t P a r t y t h a t m a d e t h e C h i n e s e 
p e o p l e s t a n d u p . I s n ' t " o n e c o u n 
t r y , t w o s y s t e m s , " w h e r e y o u w o n ' t 
s w a l l o w u s u p a n d w e w o n ' t s w a l 
l o w y o u u p , a b e t t e r s o l u t i o n ? R e 
c e n t l y , a f o r e i g n e r a s k e d m e 
w h e t h e r w e w o u l d a d o p t a s i m i l a r 
p o l i c y t o w a r d s T a i w a n . I s a i d t h a t , 
i n T a i w a n ' s c a s e , w e w o u l d a d o p t 
a n e v e n m o r e f l e x i b l e p o l i c y . B y 
m o r e f l e x i b l e w e m e a n t t h a t , i n a d 
d i t i o n t o t h e p o l i c i e s u s e d t o s o l v e 
t h e H o n g k o n g q u e s t i o n , w e w o u l d 
a l l o w T a i w a n t o m a i n t a i n i t s o w n 
a r m e d f o r c e s . 

A c o u p l e o f d a y s a g o , I d i s c u s s e d 
T a i w a n w i t h a n o t h e r f o r e i g n v i s i 
t o r . I s a i d w e w o u l d s t r i v e t o s o l v e 
t h e T a i w a n q u e s t i o n b y p e a c e f u l 
m e a n s b u t w e c o u l d n o t p o s s i b l y 
r u l e o u t t h e u s e o f n o n - p e a c e f u l 
m e a n s t o r e u n i f y T a i w a n a n d t h e 
m a i n l a n d . • 
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My Heart Remains Young in 
"My heart remains young in China." wrote Michael Shapiro, a 

Brhish journalist, who has worked in China for 3 5 years, in an article in 
"Renmin Ribao" (People's Daily) shortly before his 75th birthday. In 
the article, he explained why China had become his second home and 
why he was not bitter after liis traumatic experiences during the "cul
tural revolution,"-—Ed. 

by MICHAEL SHAPIRO 

I N 1 9 5 0 , a t t h e i n v i t a t i o n o f t h e 
C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e o f t h e C h i 

ne se C o m m u n i s t P a r t y , I w a s s e n t 
t o w o r k i n C h i n a b y t h e c h a i r m a n 
o f t h e B r i t i s h C o m m u n i s t P a r t y , t o 
g e t h e r w i t h t h r e e o t h e r B r i t i s h 
C o m m u n i s t s . A s a P a r t y w o r k e r 
a n d j o u r n a l i s t w h o j o i n e d t h e 
P a r t y i n 1 9 3 4 , 1 h a d r e a d m a n y 
b o o k s a b o u t C h i n a a n d h a d l o n g 
s y m p a t h i z e d w i t h t h e r e v o l u t i o n 
a r y s t r u g g l e o f t h e C h i n e s e p e o p l e . 
T h e r e f o r e , 1 g l a d l y s t a r t e d m y 
j o u r n e y t o C h i n a . A t t h a t t i m e , 
e v e n I d i d n o t i m a g i n e t h a t 1 
w o u l d f i g h t a n d w o r k a l o n g s i d e 
t h e C h i n e s e p e o p l e f o r a l l t h e s e 
y e a r s a n d e v e n f o r e v e r . 

W h a t w a s i t t h a t m a d e r n e d e 
c i d e t o t a k e C h i n a as m y sec
o n d h o m e a n d d e v o t e m y l i f e t o 
h e r ? 

O n a r r i v a l , I w a s a s s i g n e d t o 
w o r k i n X i n h u a N e w s A g e n c y . 
W h e n t h e C h i n e s e c o m r a d e s e x 
p l a i n e d h o w s i m p l e t h e i r e q u i p 
m e n t w a s a n d h o w p o o r t h e w o r k 
i n g c o n d i t i o n s w e r e , I , f o r m y p a r t , 
o b s e r v e d t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y s p i r i t o f 
t h e s e p l a i n l y c l o t h e d a n d l o w - p a i d 
c o m r a d e s . M a n y h a d b e e n s o l d i e r s 
d u r i n g t h e w a r y e a r s , a n d n o w t h e y 
w o r k e d h a r d , a s i f t h e y w e r e s t i l l 
f i g h t i n g t o f i n i s h t h e i r t a s k a n d t o 
i m p r o v e t h e i r s k i l l s . I h a d b e e n a 
j o u r n a l i s t f o r m a n y y e a r s , s o I 
k n e w t h a t t h i s s p i r i t c o u l d n e v e r 
h a v e b e e n b o u g h t w i t h m o n e y . 
W h e n t h e y a p o l o g i z e d f o r k n o c k -

* General Secretary Hu Vaobang 
expresses congratulations to 
Michael Shapiro for his 75th 

birthday. 

Chino 
i n g a t m y d o o r l a t e a t n i g h t t o 
g i v e m e a r t i c l e s t o c h e c k , I f e l t 
v e r y e x c i t e d a t b e i n g a b l e t o s h a r e 
i n t h e i r w o r k . I n a v e r y s h o r t 
p e r i o d o f t i m e , t h e y b e g a n t o c a l l 
m e j u s t " M i c h a e l , " a n d I t o o k t h i s 
a s a s i g n t h a t I w a s a c c e p t e d a s 
o n e o f t h e m . 

W h e n I f i r s t a r r i v e d i n C h i n a , I 
w a s a b l e t o v i s i t m a n y p l a c e s . A t 
t h a t t i m e , t h e w h o l e c o u n t r y w a s 
r e c o v e r i n g f r o m t h e r a v a g e s o f w a r 
a n d p o v e r t y . Y e t , I s a w j o y o n t h e 
f a c e s o f t h e w o r k e r s a n d p e a s a n t s , 
t h e i r e y e s s h i n i n g w i t h h a p p i n e s s . 
A l t h o u g h t h e i r l i v e s w e r e h a r d , 
t h e y w e r e w o r k i n g i n t h e i r o w n 
f a c t o r i e s a n d o n t h e i r o w n l a n d . 
I h a d b e e n b o r n i n a p o o r f a m i l y 
a n d I h a d b e e n i n v o l v e d i n t h e 
w o r k e r s m o v e m e n t f o r m a n y y e a r s , 
s o I k n e w w h a t t h a t m e a n t . W h e n 
t h e p e o p l e b e c a m e i n a s t e r s o f t h e i r 
o w n f a t e a n d o f t h e s t a t e , t h e 
p o w e r r e l e a s e d c a n n e v e r b e o v e r 
e s t i m a t e d . 
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D u r i n g t h e s e v i s i t s I g o t t o k n o w 
a p e a s a n t f a m i l y o n t h e o u t s k i r t s 
o f B e i j i n g . T h e y t o l d m e a b o u t 
t h e g r e a t c h a n g e s t h e y w i t n e s s e d 
i n t h e s i m p l e s t w o r d s . L a t e r , a t 
t h e t i m e o f t h e S p r i n g F e s t i v a l , I ' d 
g o t o g r e e t t h e m . T h e y a l w a y s 
m a d e m e f e e l a t h o m e a n d t o l d m e 
w i t h j o y a b o u t t h e i r g o o d h a r v e s t 
a n d p l a n s f o r t h e n e x t y e a r . S o m e 
t i m e s , t h e y ' d v i s i t m e i n B e i j i n g . 
S o w e c a m e t o t r e a t e a c h o t h e r as 
r e l a t i v e s . W h a t t h e y t o l d m e e n 
r i c h e d t h e c o n t e n t o f m y a r t i c l e s 
a n d t h e f i g u r e s t h e y g a v e p r o v i d e d 
m e s o m e o f t h e s t a t i s t i c s I u s e d . 
I c o u l d a l s o see f o r m y s e l f t h e 
c h a n g e s t a k i n g p l a c e . N a t u r a l l y I 
w a s d e l i g h t e d a n d a l s o h a d m u c h 
t o r e f l e c t o n . E v e r y r e f l e c t i o n 
g i v e s f u r t h e r a n d d e e p e r t h o u g h t s 
a n d i t m a k e s m e f e e l y o u n g e r i n 
m y h e a r t . 

Y e t i t w o u l d b e u n t r u t h f u l i f I 
s a i d e v e r y t h i n g 1 e v e r w i t n e s s e d i n 
C h i n a w a s w o n d e r f u l . D u r i n g t h e 
" c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n , " w h e n m i l 
l i o n s u p o n m i l l i o n s o f i n n o c e n t 
p e o p l e s u f f e r e d . I w a s a l s o j a i l e d as 
a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l s p y . 1 r e c a l l e d 
h o w I h a d m y B r i t i s h p a s s p o r t c o n 
f i s c a t e d o n c h a r g e s o f " b e t r a y i n g 
m y c o u n t r y , " w h e n I w e n t t o 
K o r e a w i t h t h e C h i n e s e P e o p l e ' s 
V o l u n t e e r s t o s e r v e a s a w a r c o r 
r e s p o n d e n t d u r i n g t h e K o r e a n 
W a r , t o w o r k a m o n g t h e B r i t i s h 
a n d U S P O W s a n d t o r e p o r t t o 
t h e w h o l e w o r l d t h e t r u e s i t u a t i o n . 

T h i s m a d e m e t h i n k e v e n h a r d e r . 
1 t h o u g h t o f m y h a r d - w o r k i n g C h i 
n e s e c o l l e a g u e s , w h o w e r e l a b e l l e d 
w i t h a l l k i n d s o f d e r o g a t o r y des 
c r i p t i o n s , m y p e a s a n t " r e l a t i v e s . " 
t h e b o o k — Changing China — 
w h i c h 1 w r o t e t o i n t r o d u c e N e w -
C h i n a t o t h e w o r l d , a n d m y p l e a s 
u r e i n h e l p i n g w i t h t h e t r a n s l a t i o n 
o f t h e s e c o n d t o f o u r t h v o l u m e s o f 
Collected Works of Mao Zedong. 
I r e m e m b e r e d i n p a r t i c u l a r t h e 
c o r d i a l m e e t i n g s g r a n t e d b y C h a i r 
m a n M a o Z e d o n g a n d P r e m i e r 
Z h o u E n l a i t o o u r B r i t i s h c o m r a d e s 
a n d t h e b a n q u e t s w e t o o k p a r t a t 
Z h o n g n a n h a i n o t l o n g a f t e r o u r 

a r r i v a l i n C h i n a . T h e s e l e a d e r s 
g a v e m e c o n f i d e n c e a n d s t r e n g t h . 
T h e c o n f i d e n c e a n d s t r e n g t h , 
w h i c h 1 r e c e i v e d f r o m t h e p e o p l e 
as w e l l as t h e l e a d e r s , g a v e m e t h e 
c o u r a g e t o e n d u r e t h o s e t e r r i b l e 
y e a r s . I n 1 9 7 3 I w a s r e l e a s e d f r o m 
p r i s o n , t h a n k s t o t h e d i r e c t i n t e r 
v e n t i o n o f P r e m i e r Z h o u E n l a i . 
N o w I o n l y w a n t t o s a y t h a t s o 
l o n g a s a p a r t y a n d a c o u n t r y c a n 
p u b l i c l y a c k n o w l e d g e i t s e r r o r s 
a n d r e c t i f y t h e m , i t s h o w s t h a t i t 
i s f o l l o w i n g t h e g e n u i n e M a r x i s t 
a p p r o a c h o f s e e k i n g t r u t h f r o m 
f a c t s . I t a l s o s h o w s t h a t t h i s p a r t y 
a n d t h i s c o u n t r y a r e p o l i t i c a l l y 
m a t u r e a n d s t r o n g . S u c h a p a r t y 
c a n b e t r u s t e d . A f t e r s h a r i n g t h e 
j o y s a n d s u f f e r i n g s o f t h e C h i n e s e 
p e o p l e , I h a v e b e c o m e i n c r e a s i n g l y 
c l o s e t o t h e m . 

S o o n a f t e r I a r r i v e d i n C h i n a , 
I m a r r i e d . M y w i f e , L i u J i n g h e , i s 
a f i r m a n d g e n t l e C h i n e s e w o m a n . 
W e a n d o u r c h i l d r e n h a v e l i v e d 
h a p p i l y t o g e t h e r o v e r t h e y e a r s . 
M a r s h a l C h e n Y i , C h i n a ' s l a t e 
m i n i s t e r o f f o r e i g n a f f a i r s , c a l l e d 
m e C h i n a ' s " h a l f s o n , " s a y i n g t h a t 
1 w a s t h e s o n - i n - l a w o f C h i n a . A n d 
I f e l t v e r y h a p p y w i t h t h a t r e l a 
t i o n s h i p . 

F i n a l l y , I w a n t t o s a y t h a t i t 
w o u l d b e i m p o s s i b l e f o r m e t o b e 
a l i v e t o d a y w i t h o u t t h e c a r e a n d 
c o n c e r n o f t h e C h i n e s e l e a d e r s a n d 
t h e d o c t o r s a n d m e d i c a l s t a f f w h o 
h a v e t r e a t e d m e . D u r i n g t h e " c u l 
t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n , " I c o n t r a c t e d 
P a r k i n s o n ' s d i s e a s e w i t h s e v e r a l 
o t h e r c o m p l i c a t i o n s . D u r i n g t h e 
l a s t f e w y e a r s , I w a s i n a c r i t i c a l 
c o n d i t i o n o n a t l e a s t 2 0 o c c a s i o n s . 
S i n c e m y r e l e a s e f r o m p r i s o n , t h e 
C h i n e s e l e a d e r s h a v e s h o w n g r e a t 
c o n c e r n f o r m e a n d 1 h a v e h a d 
t h e b e s t m e d i c a l t r e a t m e n t . I n m y 
b l o o d f l o w s t h e b l o o d o f t h e C h i 
n e s e p e o p l e . 

B e c a u s e o f m y i l l n e s s , I n o w 
c a n n o t w o r k a s b e f o r e w i t h m y 
C h i n e s e c o m r a d e s . H o w e v e r , s i n c e 
t h e T h i r d P l e n a r y S e s s i o n o f t h e 
l l t h P a r l y C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e , 

n e w s o f r e f o r m f r o m a l l o v e r t h e 
c o u n t r y i s m o s t e x c i t i n g a n d e n 
c o u r a g i n g . M y p e a s a n t " r e l a t i v e s " 
a r e n o w s p e c i a l i z i n g i n g r o w i n g 
v e g e t a b l e s a n d f l o w e r s . T h e i r 
v i l l a g e i s p r o s p e r o u s , p r o v i d i n g 
B e i j i n g w i t h f r e s h f l o w e r s a n d 
g r e e n v e g e t a b l e s . M a n y n e w 
h o u s e s h a v e b e e n b u i l t a n d m o d e r n 
e l e c t r i c a p p l i a n c e s c a n b e s e e n i n 
n e a r l y e v e r y h o u s e h o l d . T h e 
w i d e s p r e a d a n d g r e a t c h a n g e s 
t a k i n g p l a c e i n C h i n a t o d a y s h o w 
m e t h e p o w e r a n d c o n c r e t e r e s u l t s 
p r o d u c e d b y c o m b i n i n g M a r x i s m 
w i t h C h i n a ' s r e a l i t y . I n m y r e 
m a i n i n g y e a r s , I see N e w C h i n a ' s 
r a p i d d e v e l o p m e n t . H o w c a n m y 
h e a r t n o t f e e l y o u n g ? 

A s a B r i t i s h c i t i z e n , I l o v e m y 
c o u n t r y . O v e r t h e p a s t 3 5 y e a r s , 
I w a s w r o n g l y r e g a r d e d as a t r a i 
t o r b y B r i t a i n , a n d t h e n throN^fn 
i n t o p r i s o n b y t h e g a n g o f f o u r . 
N o w , b e c a u s e o f m y p o o r h e a l t h , I 
a m n o t a b l e t o r e t u r n t o m y n a t i v e 
l a n d . O f t h e f o u r B r i t i s h c o m r a d e s 
w h o c a m e t o C h i n a a l l t h o s e y e a r s 
a g o , o n l y I h a v e r e m a i n e d . I t i s 
m y s i n c e r e hope t h a t B r i t a i n a n d 
C h i n a draw c l o s e r i n ties o f f r i e n d 
s h i p now t h a t a s a t i s f a c t o r y a g r e e 
m e n t h a s b e e n s i g n e d o n t h e i s s u e 
o f H o n g k o n g , s e t t i n g a g o o d e x 
a m p l e i n s e t t l i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l d i s 
p u t e s t h r o u g h n e g o t i a t i o n s a n d 
c o n t r i b u t i n g t o w o r l d p e a c e . T h i s 
e v e n t e s p e c i a l l y g a v e m e j o y a s o n e 
w h o s p e n t t h e f i r s t h a l f o f h i s l i f e 
i n B r i t a i n a n d t h e s e c o n d i n C h i n a . 
1 s i n c e r e l y w i s h t h a t B r i t a i n a n d 
C h i n a w i l l a l w a y s r e m a i n o n v e r y 
c l o s e , f r i e n d l y t e r m s , t h a t t h e r e w i l l 
b e p e a c e i n t h e w o r l d , t h a t t h e p e o 
p l e ' s c a u s e w i l l e v e r p r o s p e r , a n d 
N e w C h i n a w i l l m a k e e v e n g r e a t e r 
p r o g r e s s i n h e r h e r o i c e f f o r t t o 
m o d e r n i z e . • 
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How Does China Deal With Divorce? 
I n issue No. 12, 1984, we p u b l i s h e d a letter from a N e p a l e s e r e a d e r , 

who expressed his opinion about a d i v o r c e case w e r e p o r t e d . H e wrote 
that he would l i k e to r e a d m o r e articles about C h i n e s e family life a n d 
social ethics. T h e following article e x p l o r e s h o w C h i n e s e law deals with 
divorce. — Ed. 

LI NING 
Our Correspondent 

D I V O R C E i n C h i n a h a s b e e n 
o n t h e r i s e s i n c e t h e a d o p t i o n 

o f a n e w m a r r i a g e l a w i n 1 9 8 1 , 
b u t , w i t h a b o u t 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 d i v o r c e s 
g r a n t e d e a c h y e a r , C h i n a ' s d i v o r c e 
r a t e i s s t i l l f a r b e l o w t h a t i n m o s t 
W e s t e r n c o u n t r i e s . 

I n t h e f i r s t 1 2 m o n t h s a f t e r t h e 
n e w l a w t o o k e f f e c t o n J a n u a r y 1 , 
1 9 8 1 , t h e p e o p l e ' s c o u r t s a t d i f f e r 
e n t l e v e l s h a n d l e d 3 4 0 , 0 0 0 d i v o r c e 
c a s e s ( r e s u l t e d i n a b o u t 3 0 0 , 0 0 0 
d i v o r c e s ) a n d c i v i l a f f a i r s d e p a r t 
m e n t s a p p r o v e d a n o t h e r 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 
n e g o t i a t e d d i v o r c e s . T h e 1 9 8 1 
d i v o r c e c a s e - l o a d w a s 2 7 . 2 p e r c e n t 
h i g h e r t h a n i n 1 9 8 0 a n d 6 4 . 6 p e r 
c e n t a b o v e 1 9 7 9 . I n 1 9 8 2 a n d 
1 9 8 3 , t h e c o u r t s h a n d l e d 3 7 0 , 0 0 0 
d i v o r c e c a s e s e a c h y e a r a n d t h e 
c i v i l a f f a i r s d e p a r t m e n t s c o n t i n u e d 
t o g r a n t a b o u t 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 n e g o t i a t e d 
d i v o r c e s a y e a r . 

T h o u g h t h e n u m b e r o f d i v o r c e 
c a s e s i n 1 9 8 1 t h r o u g h 1 9 8 3 w a s 
m u c h h i g h e r t h a n i n t h e p r e c e d i n g 
y e a r s , i t w a s n o t o u t o f l i n e w i t h 
t h e h i s t o r i c a l l e v e l o f d i v o r c e s i n 
C h i n a . A c c o r d i n g t o s t a t i s t i c s f r o m 
t h e S u p r e m e P e o p l e ' s C o u r t , t h e 
a v e r a g e n u m b e r o f d i v o r c e c a s e s 
h e a r d b e t w e e n 1 9 5 0 a n d 1 9 8 0 w a s 
4 0 0 , 0 0 0 . A n d i n 1 9 5 3 , f o l l o w i n g 
w i d e p u b l i c i t y a b o u t t h e 1 9 5 0 m a r 
r i a g e l a w , t h e d i v o r c e c a s e s r e a c h 
e d a r e c o r d 1 . 1 7 m i l l i o n . 

T h e p r i m a r y p u r p o s e o f t h e 1 9 5 0 
m a r r i a g e l a w w a s t o a b o l i s h a r b i 
t r a r y a n d c o m p u l s o i y m a r r i a g e s , 
a n d t h e f e u d a l i d e a s a b o u t m e n 
b e i n g s u p e r i o r t o w o m e n . T h e 
m a r r i a g e l a w o u t l a ^ w e d b i g a m y , 
c o n c u b i n a g e a n d c h i l d b e t r o t h a l . 
I t e n c o u r a g e d f r e e d o m o f m a r 
r i a g e , m o n o g a m y , e q u a l r i g h t s f o r 

m e n a n d w o m e n a n d p r o t e c t i o n o f 
t h e r i g h t s o f w o m e n a n d c h i l d r e n . 
T h e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f t h e m a r 
r i a g e l a w h e l p e d d i s m a n t l e t h e 
f e u d a l i s t m a r r i a g e s y s t e m l e f t o v e r 
f r o m t h e o l d s o c i e t y . 

D u r i n g t h e 1 0 - y e a r t u r m o i l o f 
t h e " c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n " ( 1 9 6 6 -
7 6 ) , t h e l e g a l s y s t e m i n C h i n a w a s 
s e r i o u s l y u n d e r m i n e d a n d p o l i t i c a l 
l i f e i n t h e w h o l e s o c i e t y w a s a b 
n o r m a l . C i t i z e n s c o u l d n o t e n j o y 
t h e i r l a w f u l r i g h t s , i n c l u d i n g t h e 
r i g h t t o d i v o r c e . L o w e r - l e v e l 
c o u r t s d i d n o t e v e n a c c e p t d i v o r c e 
c a s e s . H e n c e , t h e n u m b e r o f d i 
v o r c e s d w i n d l e d . S o w h e n t h e n e w 
m a r r i a g e l a w w a s p u b l i c i z e d i n 
S e p t e m b e r 1 9 8 0 , p e o p l e ' s c o u r t s 
a l l o v e r t h e c o u n t r y b e g a n t o s e e 
a b i g u p s u r g e i n d i v o r c e f i l i n g s . 
T h e a n n u a l t o t a l , h o w e v e r , i s s t i l l 
b e l o w t h e a v e r a g e o v e r t h e p a s t 3 0 
y e a r s . 

T a k e B e i j i n g f o r e x a m p l e . I t 
h a s a p o p u l a t i o n o f m o r e t h a n 9 
m i l l i o n . A n d 
i n t h e m u n i c i ] 
t h o s e a l l o v e r 

W h e n t h e 
w a s p r o m u l g a 
s a w a s h a r p r i 
d i v o r c e c a s e s . 
e d i t s p e a k l e \ 

T a b l e I 

I n 1 9 5 4 , i t b e g a n t o c o m e d o w n , 
a n d , i n t h e y e a r s t h a t f o l l o w e d , i t 
s t a y e d r i g h t a t a r o u n d 6 , 0 0 0 ( s e e 
T a b l e 1 ) . 

O v e r t i m e , t h e a r e a u n d e r t h e 
j u r i s d i c t i o n o f B e i j i n g w a s e x p a n d 
e d . T h e c i t y ' s p o p u l a t i o n i n c r e a s 
e d f r o m s o m e 2 m i l l i o n i n 1 9 4 9 t o 
m o r e t h a n 6 . 5 m i l l i o n i n t h e m i d 
1 9 6 0 s . I n 1 9 5 9 , t h e n u m b e r o f d i 
v o r c e c a s e s h a n d l e d b y t h e c o u r t s 
i n c r e a s e d t o 7 , 2 3 7 . I t r e m a i n e d 
a r o u n d 7 , 0 0 0 u n t i l 1 9 6 6 , w h e n t h e 
d i s r u p t i o n o f t h e " c u l t u r a l r e v o l u 
t i o n " r e d u c e d t h e n u m b e r d u r i n g 
t h e n e x t 1 0 y e a r s . . 

T a b l e I I s h o w s t h e n u m b e r o f 
d i v o r c e c a s e s h a n d l e d b y t h e B e i 
j i n g c o u r t s i n t h e y e a r s j u s t b e f o r e 
a n d a f t e r t h e p r o m u l g a t i o n o f t h e 
n e w m a r r i a g e l a w . 

F r o m t h e t a b l e , w e c a n s e e t h a t 
t h e f l u c t u a t i o n s i n t h e p e r i o d a r e 
n o t a s b i g a s t h o s e i n t h e 1 9 5 0 s . 
T h i s i s m a i n l y b e c a u s e t h e v i c t o r y 
o f t h e r e v o l u t i o n i n 1 9 4 9 a n d s o 
c i a l p r o g r e s s m a d e s i n c e t h e r t h a v e 
m a d e t h e w o m e n a b l e t o e n j o y 
e q u a l r i g h t s w i t h m e n p o l i t i c a l l y , 
e c o n o m i c a l l y , s o c i a l l y a n d i n f a m 
i l y l i f e . T h e f e u d a l m a r r i a g e s y s 
t e m h a s b e e n d e s t r o y e d a t l a r g e 
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i n t h e e a r l y 1 9 8 0 s , m o s t p e o p l e 
u n d e r 4 0 a c t u a l l y d i d n o t h a v e a 
p r o p e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e m a r 
r i a g e l a w a n d d i d n o t k n o w h o w 
t o t a k e t h e l e g a l p r o c e d u r e s t o g e t 
a d i v o r c e . A f t e r t h e n e w m a r r i a g e 
l a w w a s p r o m u l g a t e d , g o v e r n m e n t s 
a t v a r i o u s l e v e l s m a d e g r e a t e f f o r t s 
t o p u b l i c i z e t h e p r o c e s s . A s a r e 
s u l t , m a n y c o u p l e s w h o h a d l o n g 
b e e n m a r r i e d i n n a m e b e g a n t o a p 
p e a l f o r d i v o r c e . 

— D u r i n g t h e 1 0 y e a r s o f t h e 
" c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n , " s o m e f e u d a l 
h a b i t s c a m e b a c k t o l i f e a n d c a s e s 
o f a r r a n g e d a n d c o m p u l s o r y m a r 
r i a g e s a n d w i f e a b u s e w e n t u p . 
T h e r e w a s a t t h a t t i m e a c u r i o u s 
c o n t r a d i c t i o n : O n t h e o n e h a n d , 
t h e r e w e r e a f e w p e o p l e o b s e s s e d 
b y t h e u n h e a l t h y i d e a s o f c a s u a l 
s e x ; w h i l e o n t h e o t h e r , m a n y p e o 
p l e c l u n g t o t h e f e u d a l i d e a t h a t 
d i v o r c e w a s a b a d t h i n g n o m a t t e r 
h o w b a d t h e m a r r i a g e . A f t e r t h e 
n e w m a r r i a g e l a w t o o k e f f e c t , 
m a n y p e o p l e , e s p e c i a l l y w o m e n , 
w h o d a r e d n o t a p p e a l f o r d i v o r c e 
b e f o r e , b e g a n t o s e e k d i s s o l u t i o n s 
o f t h e i r m a r r i a g e s . A n d d i v o r c e s 
w e r e g r a n t e d i n cases t h a t s h o u l d 
h a v e b e e n h a n d l e d l o n g b e f o r e . 

— I n p r e v i o u s y e a r s , s o m e 
c o u r t s w e r e t o o r e l u c t a n t t o g r a n t 
d i v o r c e v e r d i c t s . W h e n t h e n e w 
m a r r i a g e l a w w a s a n n o u n c e d , 
s o m e p e o p l e w h o h a d u n s u c c e s s f u l 
l y s o u g h t d i v o r c e i n t h e p a s t l o d g 
e d t h e i r a p p e a l s a g a i n . 

— S o m e c o u p l e s m i s u n d e r s t o o d 
t h e n e w m a r r i a g e l a w . T h e y 
t h o u g h t t h e g o v e r n m e n t h a d r e l a x 
e d a l l r e s t r i c t i o n s o n d i v o r c e . S o 
t h e y f i l e d f o r d i v o r c e j u s t b e c a u s e 
t h e y h a d m i n o r q u a r r e l s , w i t h o u t 
s u f f i c i e n t c o n s i d e r a t i o n as t o 
w h e t h e r t h e y h a d l o s t a f f e c t i o n f o r 
e a c h o t h e r . 

A c c o r d i n g t o M a Y u a n , d e p u t y 
p r e s i d i n g j u d g e o f t h e c i v i l d i v i s i o n 
u n d e r t h e S u p r e m e P e o p l e ' s C o u r t , 
t h e n u m b e r o f d i v o r c e cases h a s 
i n c r e a s e d , b u t n o t a t a n a l a r m i n g l y 
r a t e . O n t h e w h o l e , i t c a n b e s a i d 
t h a t f a m i l y l i f e i n C h i n a i s q u i t e 
s t a b l e . 

T h e m a r r i a g e l a w c l e a r l y s t i p u 
l a t e s t h a t e v e r y o n e e n j o y s t h e f r e e 
d o m o f m a r r i a g e , w h i c h i n c l u d e s 
o b v i o u s l y , t h e f r e e d o m t o d i v o r c e . 

Forms of Divorce 
A t p r e s e n t , t h e r e a r e s e v e r a l 

f o r m s o f d i v o r c e : 
Negotiated divorce. A r t i c l e 2 4 o f 
t h e m a r r i a g e l a w s t i p u l a t e s : " D i 
v o r c e i s g r a n t e d w h e n h u s b a n d a n d 
w i f e b o t h d e s i r e i t . B o t h p a r t i e s 
s h o u l d a p p l y f o r d i v o r c e t o t h e 
m a r r i a g e r e g i s t r a t i o n o f f i c e . T h e 
m a r r i a g e r e g i s t r a t i o n o f f i c e , a f t e r 
c l e a r l y e s t a b l i s h i n g t h a t d i v o r c e i s 
d e s i r e d b y b o t h p a r t i e s a n d t h a t 
a p p r o p r i a t e m e a s u r e s h a v e b e e n 
t a k e n f o r t h e c a r e o f a n y c h i l d r e n 
a n d p r o p e r t y , s h o u l d i s s u e t h e d i 
v o r c e c e r t i f i c a t e w i t h o u t d e l a y . " 

T h e m a r r i a g e r e g i s t r a t i o n o f f i c e 
is u s u a l l y i n c o r p o r a t e d i n a s u b d i s -
t r i c t o f f i c e ( a n a g e n c y o f t h e d i s 
t r i c t g o v e r n m e n t ) i n t h e c i t i e s a n d 
i n t h e t o w n s h i p g o v e r n m e n t i n 
r u r a l a r e a s . I t i s s t a f f e d b y c a d r e s 
i n c h a r g e o f c i v i l a f f a i r s o r j u d i c i a l 
m a t t e r s w h o t a k e c a r e o f r o u t i n e 
p r o c e d u r e s r e g a r d i n g m a r r i a g e , 
d i v o r c e a n d r e m a r r i a g e . 

T h e p r e r e q u i s i t e f o r t h e m a r 
r i a g e r e g i s t r a t i o n o f f i c e t o g r a n t a 
d i v o r c e i s t h a t " h u s b a n d a n d w i f e 
b o t h d e s i r e i t . " H o w e v e r , i t o f t e n 
t a k e s t i m e f o r i n v e s t i g a t i o n a n d 
m e d i a t i o n b e f o r e t h e d i v o r c e i s 
g r a n t e d . 

A c c o r d i n g t o t h e m a r r i a g e l a w , 
t h e h u s b a n d a n d w i f e m u s t r e a c h 
a n a g r e e m e n t r e g a r d i n g t h e c u s 
t o d y o f t h e i r c h i l d o r c h i l d r e n a n d 
d i v i s i o n o f c o m m u n i t y p r o p e r t y . 
T h e a g r e e m e n t m u s t s p e c i f y w h i c h 
s p o u s e w i l l b e t h e g u a r d i a n o f t h e 
c h i l d o r c h i l d r e n , t h e a m o u n t o f 
c h i l d s u p p o r t t h e o t h e r p a r t y 
s h o u l d s u p p l y a n d t h e d u r a t i o n o f 
t h e s u p p o r t p a y m e n t s . 

T h e m a r r i a g e r e g i s t r a t i o n o f f i c e 
m u s t w i t h d r a w t h e m a r r i a g e c e r t i 
f i c a t e a n d i s s u e a d i v o r c e c e r t i f i 
c a t e i f i t e s t a b l i s h e s t h a t t h e d i 
v o r c e a p p l i c a t i o n i s j u s t i f i e d a n d 
t h e a g r e e m e n t r e a c h e d b e t w e e n t h e 
h u s b a n d a n d w i f e i s f a i r . O n c e t h e 

d i v o r c e c e r t i f i c a t e i s i s s u e d , t h e 
m a r r i a g e c o m e s t o a n e n d . 
Mediated divorce. W h e n o n l y o n e 
p a r t y i n s i s t s o n a d i v o r c e , h e o r s h e 
m a y a p p e a l d i r e c t l y t o t h e p e o p l e ' s 
c o u r t . I n d e a l i n g w i t h t h e c a s e , 
t h e c o u r t ( u s u a l l y a t t h e g r a s s 
r o o t s l e v e l ) i n i t i a l l y t r i e s t o b r i n g 
a b o u t r e c o n c i l i a t i o n . 

T H e m e d i a t i o n e f f o r t m a y h a v e 
t w o r e s u l t s . I f t h e d i s p u t e b e t w e e n 
t h e h u s b a n d a n d w i f e i s a l l e v i a t e d , 
t h e y w i l l i n g l y w i t h d r a w t h e i r d i 
v o r c e r e q u e s t . I f t h e m e d i a t i o n 
f a i l s , a m e d i a t e d d i v o r c e i s t h e n 
g r a n t e d . T h e p r o c e d u r e s f o r a 
m e d i a t e d d i v o r c e a r e t h e s a m e as 
n e g o t i a t e d d i v o r c e . T h e o n l y d i f 
f e r e n c e i s t h a t i t i s g r a n t e d b y t h e 
p e o p l e ' s c o u r t . 

A m e d i a t e d d i v o r c e i s g r a n t e d 
w h e n t h e c o u r t i s s u e s a m e d i a t e d 
d i v o r c e c e r t i f i c a t e . T h e c e r t i f i c a t e 
c a r r i e s t h e l e g a l w e i g h t o f a v e r 
d i c t . 
Divorce by court verdict. W h e n 
t h e c o u r t e s t a b l i s h e s t h a t a h u s b a n d 
a n d w i f e h a v e l o s t a f f e c t i o n f o r 
e a c h o t h e r a n d t h e i r r e l a t i o n s 
h a v e d e t e r i o r a t e d b e y o n d r e p a i r , i t 
s h o u l d p a s s a v e r d i c t t o e n d t h e 
m a r r i a g e r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n t h e m . 

Reasons for Divorce 
T h e m a r r i a g e l a w s t i p u l a t e s t h a t 

C h i n a ' s m a r r i a g e s y s t e m i s b a s e d 
o n t h e f r e e c h o i c e o f p a r t n e r s , m o 
n o g a m y a n d e q u a l r i g h t s f o r m e n 
a n d w o m e n . A l l m e n r e a c h i n g t h e 
a g e o f 2 2 y e a r s a n d w o m e n r e a c h 
i n g t h e a g e o f 2 0 h a v e t h e r i g h t t o 
e n t e r m a r r i a g e a n d d i s s o l v e t h a t 
b o n d i f t h e m a r r i a g e f a i l s . 

S i n c e m a n y o f t h e f e u d a l b l o c k s 
t o h a p p y m a r r i a g e h a v e b e e n r e 
m o v e d , s o c i a l o b s e r v e r s h a v e 
w o n d e r e d w h y s o m e m a r r i a g e s s t i l l 
d o n ' t m a k e i t . A c c o r d i n g t o a n a 
t i o n a l s y m p o s i u m o n f a m i l y l i f e 
s p o n s o r e d l a s t M a y b y Family, a 
j o u r n a l i n G u a n g z h o u , t h e m a i n 
c a u s e s o f d i v o r c e t o d a y i n c l u d e : 
l a c k o f l o v e b e t w e e n h u s b a n d a n d 
w i f e b e c a u s e o f a r a s h m a r r i a g e ; 
c o n f l i c t b e t w e e n l u s t f o r m a t e r i a l 
c o m f o r t s a n d l i f e ' s r e a l i t i e s ; l a c k 
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o f m o r a l v a l u e s ; i n t e r f e r e n c e f r o m 
t h i r d p a r t i e s ; a n d a b u s e o f w o m e n 
w h o g i v e b i r t h t o g i r l s b y m e n w h o 
s t i l l h o l d o l d f e u d a l i d e a s a b o u t 
m a l e s u p e r i o r i t y . 

I n a d d i t i o n , t h e v i c i s s i t u d e s i n 
t h e c o u n t r y ' s p o l i t i c a l a n d e c o n o m 
i c l i f e h a v e a l s o b e e n r e f l e c t e d i n 
t h e r e a s o n s f o r d i v o r c e . I n t h e 
p a s t , d u e t o t h e i n f l u e n c e o f " l e f t " 
i d e a s , o n e s p o u s e s o m e t i m e s a s k e d 
f o r d i v o r c e b e c a u s e t h e m a r r i a g e 
p a r t n e r w a s b e i n g p e r s e c u t e d i n a 
p o H t i c a l m o v e m e n t . A n d s i n c e t h e 
p r o d u c t i o n r e s p o n s i b i l i t y s y s t e m 
w a s i n t r o d u c e d i n r u r a l a r e a s , a 
n e w m a r r i a g e p r o b l e m h a s a p p e a r 
e d . S o m e p e o p l e s e e k d i v o r c e b e 
c a u s e t h e i r s p o u s e s a r e l a z y o r 
g l u t t o n o u s a n d a r e n o g o o d i n e c o 
n o m i c a f f a i r s . 

I t i s u s u a l l y t h e w i f e w h o s e e k s 
d i v o r c e . A c r o s s t h e c o u n t r y , s o m e 
7 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e d i v o r c e f i l i n g s 
a r e m a d e b y w o m e n . M o r e d i 
v o r c e s o c c u r i n t h e c o u n t r y s i d e 
t h a n i n t h e c i t i e s , b u t , o f c o u r s e , 
t h i s i s p a r t l y d u e t o t h e f a c t t h a t 
o v e r 8 0 , p e r c e n t o f C h i n a ' s p o p u l a 
t i o n i s r u r a l . D i v o r c e s c a u s e d b y 
r e m a i n i n g f e u d a l i d e a s a c c o u n t f o r 
a b o u t o n e - t h i r d o f t h e t o t a l . 

I n t e r m s o f a g e d i s t r i b u t i o n , 
y o u n g a n d m i d d l e - a g e d p e o p l e 
m a k e u p t h e o v e r w h e l m i n g m a j o r 
i t y o f t h o s e w h o h a v e d i v o r c e d . 
F o r i n s t a n c e , t h e Q i a n m e n S u b -
d i s t r i c t O f f i c e i n B e i j i n g ( a n e i g h 
b o u r h o o d g o v e r n m e n t o f f i c e w h i c h 
h a s j u r i s d i c t i o n o v e r 1 6 , 0 0 0 f a m 
i l i e s , a b o u t 6 0 , 0 0 0 p e o p l e ) h a n d l e d 
e i g h t n e g o t i a t e d d i v o r c e s i n 1 9 8 3 . 
O f t h e m , f o u r i n v o l v e d c o u p l e s 
w h o h a d b e e n m a r r i e d o n l y o n e 
y e a r . T h e a v e r a g e a g e o f t h o s e 
f o u r c o u p l e s w a s 2 5 . 5 y e a r s . 
T h e m a j o r r e a s o n s g i v e n b y t h e 
y o u n g p e o p l e f o r t h e i r b r e a k - u p s 
w e r e r a s h m a r r i a g e s a n d l a c k o f 
f o v e b e t w e e n t h e h u s b a n d s a n d 
w i v e s . 

Principles for Granting 
Divorces 

D i v o r c e i s g r a n t e d a c c o r d i n g t o 
s e t p r i n c i p l e s o f t h e m a r r i a g e l a w , 
n o m a t t e r w h e t h e r i t i s a n e g o t i a t 

e d d i v o r c e , a m e d i a t e d d i v o r c e o r 
a d i v o r c e b y c o u r t v e r d i c t . T h e 
s t i p u l a t i o n s i n t h e n e w a n d o l d 
m a r r i a g e l a w s a r e b a s i c a l l y t h e 
s a m e . T h e r e a r e o n l y a f e w m i n o r 
d i f f e r e n c e s . F o r i n s t a n c e , t h e o l d 
m a r r i a g e l a w s t i p u l a t e d : " I n t h e 
e v e n t o f e i t h e r t h e h u s b a n d o r t h e 
w i f e a l o n e i n s i s t i n g u p o n d i v o r c e , 
i t m a y b e g r a n t e d o n l y w h e n m e 
d i a t i o n b y t h e d i s t r i c t p e o p l e ' s g o v 
e r n m e n t a n d t h e j u d i c i a l o r g a n h a s 
f a i l e d t o b r i n g a b o u t a r e c o n c i l i a 
t i o n . " T h e n e w m a r r i a g e l a w s t i p 
u l a t e s : " I n c a s e s o f c o m p l e t e 
a l i e n a t i o n o f m u t u a l a f f e c t i o n , a n d 
w h e n m e d i a t i o n h a s f a i l e d , d i v o r c e 
s h o u l d b e g r a n t e d . " T h e s t i p u l a 
t i o n i n t h e n e w m a r r i a g e l a w i s 
b e t t e r s u i t e d t o t h e a c t u a l c o n d i 
t i o n s i n C h i n a . 

T h e C h i n e s e p e o p l e h a v e a l w a y s 
t a k e n d i v o r c e v e r y s e r i o u s l y a n d 
t h e y t r e a t i t a s " a n i m p o r t a n t e v e n t 
i n t h e i r l i v e s . " T h i s i s a f i n e n a 
t i o n a l t r a d i t i o n . B a s e d o n t h e e x 
p e r i e n c e g a i n e d i n m a n y y e a r s o f 
j u d i c i a l p r a c t i c e , t h e s t i p u l a t i o n s o f 
C h i n a ' s m a r r i a g e l a w h a v e c a r e f u l 
l y b a l a n c e d b o t h ' " e n s u r i n g t h e 
f r e e d o m o f m a r r i a g e a n d p r e v e n t 
i n g r a s h d i v o r c e s , " T h e f r e e d o m 
o f m a r r i a g e i s a l s o r e f l e c t e d i n t h e 
l e g a l p r o c e d u r e s f o r d i v o r c e . T h o s e 
w h o a c t u a l l y h a n d l e d i v o r c e c a s e s 
n e v e r g i v e p e r m i s s i o n h a s t i l y . E a c h 
c a s e i s c a r e f u l l y c o n s i d e r e d e s p e 
c i a l l y t h o s e c a s e s w h i c h s e e m t o 
b e f i l e d w i t h o u t m e r i t . 

B e f c f r e a p p r o v i n g a d i v o r c e , t h e 
o f f i c i a l s a l w a y s t r y m e d i a t i o n , j u s t 
a s i n d e a l i n g w i t h o t h e r c i v i l d i s 
p u t e s a n d c a s e s . M e d i a t i o n m e a n s 
g i v i n g c o u n s e l t o t h e c o u p l e a n d 
m a k i n g s u r e t h e i r d i f f e r e n c e s a r e 
i r r e c o n c i l a b l e . M e d i a t o r s t e l l b o t h 
p a r t i e s t h e a d v a n t a g e s a n d d i s a d 
v a n t a g e s i n v o l v e d i n d i v o r c e a n d 
a s k t h e m t o c o o l d o w n . M e d i a t i o n 
c a n o f t e n c o n v i n c e p e o p l e w h o 
h a v e r a s h l y a s k e d f o r d i v o r c e t o 
s e t t l e t h e i r d i f f e r e n c e s a n d r e m a i n 
m a r r i e d . 

At p r e s e n t , m e d i a t i o n i s t r i e d 
f o r d i v o r c e a p p l i c a t i o n s f i l e d j o i n t 
l y b y h u s b a n d a n d w i f e a n d f o r 
d i v o r c e a p p e a l s l o d g e d b y a s i n g l e 

s p o u s e t o p e o p l e ' s c o u r t s . P r a c t i c e 
h a s s h o w n t h a t m e d i a t i o n c a n s i m 
u l t a n e o u s l y r e d u c e t h e n u m b e r 
o f d i v o r c e s a n d t h e n u m b e r o f d i 
v o r c e a p p e a l s t o c o u r t s . A c c o r d i n g 
t o s t a t i s t i c s r e l e a s e d b y t h e B e i j i n g 
M u n i c i p a l C i v i l A f f a i r s B u r e a u , 
m a r r i a g e r e g i s t r a t i o n o f f i c e s i n t h e 
c i t y a c c e p t e d a t o t a l o f 8 , 4 0 9 d i 
v o r c e c a s e s i n t h e t h r e e y e a r s b e 
t w e e n 1 9 8 1 a n d 1 9 8 3 . O f t h e 
t o t a l , 2 , 6 1 0 w e r e c a n c e l l e d 
a f t e r m e d i a t i o n , a c c o u n t i n g f o r 
3 1 . 4 p e r c e n t . T h e n u m b e r o f 
n e g o t i a t e d d i v o r c e s w a s 4 , 8 2 1 . I n 
o n l y 9 7 8 c a s e s d i d m e d i a t i o n f a i l 
a n d a p p e a l s h a v e t o b e l o d g e d i n 
c o u f t s i I n a d d i t i o n , c o u r t m e d i a 
t i o n a l s o c u t s d o w n o n t h e n u m b e r 
o f c o u r t v e r d i c t d i v o r c e s . S o m e 
t i m e s , i t e v e n c o n v i n c e s p e o p l e t o 
w i t h d r a w t h e i r a p p e a l s a n d c o m e 
t o g o o d t e r m s . 

T a b l e I I I i l l u s t r a t e s t h e f i r s t 
h e a r i n g r e s u l t s o f d i v o r c e c a s e s 
h a n d l e d b y p e o p l e ' s c o u r t s i n B e i 
j i n g d u r i n g 1 9 8 3 . 

J u d g i n g f r o m t h e t a b l e , i t i s 
c l e a r t h a t m e d i a t i o n i s v i t a l l y i m 
p o r t a n t i n d e a l i n g w i t h d i v o r c e 
c a s e s . E a r n e s t m e d i a t i o n c a n p r e 
v e n t t h e d i s i n t e g r a t i o n o f f a m i l i e s , 
a n d i s c o n d u c i v e t o t h e h e a l t h y 
g r o w t h o f c h i l d r e n a n d t o s o c i a l 
s t a b i l i t y . 

T h e b a s i s f o r m e d i a t i o n i s t o s e e 
w h e t h e r t h e h u s b a n d a n d w i f e i n 
v o l v i n g i n a d i v o r c e c a s e h a v e 
r e a l l y l o s t t h e i r a f f e c t i o n f o r e a c h 
o t h e r . T o j u d g e w h e t h e r t h e y 
h a v e t r u l y l o s t a f f e c t i o n , c o n s i d e r a 
t i o n i s g i v e n t o t h e f o l l o w i n g 
f a c t o r s : 

T h e f o u n d a t i o n o f m a r r i a g e . 
M e d i a t o r s s e e k t o d e t e r m i n e w h e t h 
e r t h e h u s b a n d a n d w i f e r e a l l y 
l o v e d e a c h o t h e r b e f o r e t h e i r 
m a r r i a g e — d i d t h e y g e t m a r r i e d 
v o l u n t a r i l y , o r r a s h l y i n p u r s u i t o f 
m o n e y , o n e - t i m e p l e a s u r e o r 
h o u s e s ( i n s o m e u n i t s , h o u s e s a r e 
f i r s t d i s t r i b u t e d t o t h o s e w h o a r e 
m a r r i e d ) ? T h e r e a r e a l s o s o m e 
w h o h a v e d i s h o n e s t p u r p o s e s f o r 
g e t t i n g m a r r i e d . F o r i n s t a n c e , 
s o m e p e o p l e w a n t t o l i v e i n t h e 
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Tabic III 

Result 

Divorces allowed by court 
Divorces not allowed by court 
Negotiated divorces 
Reconciliations after mediation 
Cases handed over to other 

judicial bodies 
Appeals withdrawn 
Cases terminated 
Total 

b i g c i t i e s , s o t h e y m a r r y a c i t y p e r 
s o n a n d u s e t h e m a r r i a g e a s a 
s p r i n g b o a r d . 

R e l a t i o n s a f t e r m a r r i a g e . M e d i a 
t o r s s t u d y t h e r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n 
t h e h u s b a n d a n d w i f e d u r i n g t h e i r 
w h o l e m a r r i e d l i f e , i n c l u d i n g t h e i r 
h a b i t s , b e h a v i o u r , i n t e r e s t s , h o b 
b i e s a n d p o l i t i c a l v i e w s , a s w e l l a s 
t h e i r r e l a t i o n s w i t h o t h e r f a m i l y 
m e m b e r s . 

R e a s o n s f o r d i v o r c e . S o m e p e o 
p l e m a k e u p h i g h - s o u n d i n g e x c u s e s 
t o c o v e r u p t h e i r r e a l r e a s o n s f o r 
s e e k i n g d i v o r c e . F o r i n s t a n c e , 
s o m e s p o u s e s h a v e a f f a i r s , a n d , i n 
o r d e r t o m a r r y t h e i r l o v e r , t h e y 
f a b r i c a t e a l l s o r t s o f e x c u s e s t o g e t 
r i d o f t h e i r l e g a l l y w e d p a r t n e r s 
a n d c h i l d r e n . T h e r e a r e e v e n s o m e 
h u s b a n d s a n d w i v e s w h o j o i n 
h a n d s t o c h e a t t h e g o v e r n m e n t a n d 
c r e a t e f a l s e d i v o r c e s f o r p e r s o n a l 
g a i n s , s u c h as m o v i n g f r o m r u r a l 
t o u r b a n a r e a s . I n d e a l i n g w i t h 
s u c h cases , t h e c o u r t s c o n d u c t c a r e 
f u l i n v e s t i g a t i o n s t o d e t e r m i n e t h e 
t r u t h b e h i n d t h e d i v o r c e a p p e a l . 

T h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f c o m i n g t o 
g o o d t e r m s a g a i n . I f i t i s p o s s i b l e 
f o r t h e h u s b a n d a n d w i f e t o r e 
c o n c i l e t h e i r d i f f e r e n c e s a f t e r m e d 
i a t i o n , p e r i n i s s i o n f o r d i v o r c e w i l l 
n o t b e g r a n t e d h a s t i l y . I f r e c o n 
c i l i a t i o n l o o k s i m p o s s i b l e , t h e 
c o u r t s h o u l d n o t p o s t p o n e i n d e f i n 
i t e l y i t s r u l i n g b e c a u s e a l o n g d e l a y 
i s h a r m f u l t o b o t h t h e h u s b a n d a n d 
w i f e , as w e l l as t o s o c i e t y . S o m e 
t i m e s , w h e n t h e d e f e n d a n t f e e l s 
w r o n g e d a n d w i l l n o t c o n s e n t t o 
t h e d i v o r c e , t h e c o u r t p o i n t o u t 

Number Percentage of 
the Total 

822 10.5 
425 5.4 

3.035 38.6 
1,327 16.9 

67 0.8 
2,096 26.6 

92 1-2 
7,864 100 

t h e d i s a d v a n t a g e s o f s t r a i n e d f a m 
i l y l i f e . T h e r e w a s s u c h a c a s e . 
T h e h u s b a n d a n d w i f e w e r e b o t h 
s t a t e c a d r e s . F o r a l o n g t i m e , t h e 
h u s b a n d w a s u n f a i t h f u l t o h i s w i f e , 
h a v i n g c o n d u c t e d t h r e e i l l i c i t a f 
f a i r s . H e b r o u g h t u p t h e q u e s t i o n 
o f d i v o r c e . T o s t r i k e b a c k a t h i m , 
t h e w i f e r e f u s e d : t o c o n s e n t t o a 
d i v o r c e f o r m o r e t h a n 1 0 y e a r s . A s 
a r e s u l t , t h e c o u p l e l i v e d a t e r r i b l e 
e x i s t e n c e f o r m o r e t h a n a d e c a d e . 
F i n a l l y , t h e c o u r t p e r s u a d e d h e r t o 
d i v o r c e h e r i n d e c e n t h u s b a n d . 

Words of a Presiding 
Judge 

L i C h e n g i s t h e p r e s i d i n g j u d g e 
o f t h e c i v i l d i v i s i o n o f t h e B e i j i n g 
M u n i c i p a l S u p r e m e P e o p l e ' s C o u r t . 

J u d g e L i s a i d t h a t m a n y p e o p l e 
m i s t a k e n l y c o n s i d e r d i v o r c e a n u n -
t h i n k a b l y b a d t h i n g . T h i s i s a c 
t u a l l y a m a n i f e s t a t i o n o f l i n g e r i n g 
f e u d a l e t h i c s a n d t h e l o w l e v e l o f 
C h i n a ' s e c o n o m i c a n d c u l t u r a l d e 
v e l o p m e n t . 

L i s a i d p e o p l e s h o u l d n o t t h i n k 
o f d i v o r c e a s t h e c a u s e o f d i s i n t e 
g r a t i o n o f f a m i l i e s , b u t a s a r e a l 
i s t i c a c c e p t a n c e o f r e a l i t y . A c t u a l 
l y , h e s a i d , i n m o s t c a s e s t h e t o t a l 
a l i e n a t i o n o f a f f e c t i o n h a s e x i s t e d 
f o r a l o n g t i m e a n d t h e f a m i l i e s 
h a v e l o n g b e e n b r o k e n . U n d e r 
s u c h c i r c u m s t a n c e s , d i v o r c e i s 
n o t h i n g b u t a r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e s i t 
u a t i o n , s a i d L i . T h e r e f o r e , f r e e 
d o m o f d i v o r c e w i l l n o t b r i n g 
a b o u t t h e d i s i n t e g r a t i o n o f f a m i l y 
r e l a t i o n s . O n t h e c o n t r a r y , i t w i l l 
c o n s o l i d a t e s u c h r e l a t i o n s . 

W h i l e L i d o e s n ' t t h i n k i t s h o u l d 
b e c o n d e m n e d , h e h o p e s p e o p l e 
w o n ' t a d o p t a r e c k l e s s a t t i t u d e t o 
w a r d s d i v o r c e . M o r e o f t e n t h a n 
n o t , h e s a i d , r a s h d i v o r c e b r i n g s 
n o t o n l y m i s e r y t o b o t h t h e h u s 
b a n d a n d w i f e , b u t d i s a s t e r t o t h e 
w h o l e f a m i l y . W i t h o u t t h e s u p p o r t 
o f b o t h p a r e n t s , s o m e y o u n g s t e r s 
b e c o m e u n s t a b l e a n d c o m m i t 
c r i m e s . T h e y l o s e t h e s t a b i l i t y o f 
f a m i l y a n d f a c e d i s c r i m i n a t i o n i n 
s o c i e t y . T h i s h a s b e c o m e a s o c i a l 
p r o b l e m w h i c h c a n n o t b e i g n o r e d , 
s a i d L i . 

J u d g e L i s a i d s t u d i e s o f l a w 
a n d j u d i c i a l p r a c t i c e h a v e s h o w n 
t h a t p e o p l e s h o u l d n o t j u d g e t h e 
l e v e l o f s o c i a l p r o g r e s s a n d t h e s t a 
b i l i t y o f f a m i l y r e l a t i o n s b y d i v o r c e 
r a t e a l o n e . I n d e a l i n g w i t h d i 
v o r c e c a s e s , h e s a i d , w e s h o u l d o p 
p o s e f e u d a l m o r a l v a l u e s a n d b o u r 
g e o i s l i b e r a l i s m , w h i l e s i m u l 
t a n e o u s l y p r o t e c t i n g t h e p e o p l e ' s 
r i g h t o f f r e e d o m o f d i v o r c e a n d 
l a w f u l m a r r i a g e s a n d f a m i l i e s . T h i s 
i s i n l i n e w i t h s o c i a l i s t a n d c o m 
m u n i s t e t h i c s , b e c a u s e t h e c o n 
s t a n c y a n d e n d u r a n c e o f l o v e a r e 
c o n c r e t e m a n i f e s t a t i o n s o f c o m 
m u n i s t e t h i c s . 

1 O f c o u r s e , m a n y m a r r i a g e s i n 
r e a l l i f e a r e n o t b l i s s f u l . I n a 
s u r v e y o f C h i n a ' s y o u n g m a r r i e d s , 
p o l l s t e r s f o u n d t h a t 6 0 p e r c e n t o f 
t h o s e q u e s t i o n e d l a c k e d " r e a l a n d 
s p o n t a n e o u s " l o v e f o r t h e i r l i f e 
p a r t n e r s . T h e y s a i d t h e y h a d m a r 
r i e d j u s t b e c a u s e t h e y t h o u g h t t h e y 
" r e a c h e d t h e a g e , " " s o m e o n e i n 
t r o d u c e d t h e m g i r l o r b o y f r i e n d s , " 
o r " o n e h a d t o b e m a r r i e d s o o n e r 
o r l a t e r . " 

" W e k n o w t h a t t h i s i s - n o t a n o r 
m a l c o n d i t i o n , " L i s a i d . " B u t , w e 
a r e c o n v i n c e d t h a t w i t h t h e s t e a d y 
d e v e l o p m e n t o f C h i n a ' s s o c i a l i s t 
p o l i t i c s a n d e c o n o m i c s , a n d w i t h 
t h e i m p r o v e m e n t o f t h e p e o p l e ' s 
e d u c a t i o n a n d t h e s o c i a l m o r a l i t y , 
t h e n u m b e r o f h a p p y f a m i l i e s w i l l 
i n c r e a s e . D i v o r c e , as a s o c i a l 
p h e n o m e n o n , w i l l c o n t i n u e t o 
e x i s t . B u t i t w i l l b e k e p t a t a 
r e l a t i v e l y l o w l e v e l . • 

F e b r u a r y 4, 1 9 8 5 2 1 



SPECIAL REPORT 

Port City Profiles 

Nantong: Smooth Sailing to Industrial Boom 
by ZHOU ZHENG 
Our Correspondent 

IT was in the small hours of the 
morning when a group of Bei

jing journalists arrived in Nantong 
after a seven-hour journey up the 

Changjiang (Yangtze) River from 
Shanghai. A few freighters were 
moored in the middle of the river. 
The undulating hills, faintly visible 
in the twilight, were the only sign 
that their ship was approaching 
the bank. The river was so wide 
one felt as if lost on a vast ocean. 

Robust Vitality, High Promise 
S OON hovercraft and hydrofoils 

will be shuttling between Nan
tong and Shanghai, China's leading 
industrial metropolis 128 km away. 
A long-desolate airport not far 
from Nantong's city proper was 
recently refurbished to receive heli
copters on a trial run from Shang
hai. All this indicates that this 
small east China city is on the 
verge of an economic takeoff. Yet, 
for the time being, steamboats re
main Nantong's major means of 
transportation. 

The city earned its name, which 
means "a readily accessible south

ern town," for its ideal navigation 
conditions. Nestled along the 
northern bank of the lower reaches 
of the Changjiang River, Nantong 
borders on the Yellow Sea to the 
east and its northern sections are 
linked by four canals, the Grand 
Canal included. 

The city has two districts and 
six counties under its jurisdiction, 
totalling 8,000 square kilometres 
in territory, and only 390,000 of 
its 7.41 million residents live in 
the 121-square-kilometre city 
proper. In recent years, Nantong 
has leaped into national notice for 

Nantong harbour receives vessels from 32 other ports in 20-odd countries 
and regions including Japan, the Soviet Union and Greece. 

its rapid industrial and agricultural 
growth, which has brought forth 
an impressive array of quality 
products and reduced unemploy
ment. 

A New Orleans in the East 
In terms of its geographical con

ditions, Nantong compares fa
vourably with Rotterdam in the 
Netherlands and New Orleans in 
the United States. 

They all have one thing in 
comrnon. "The world's largest port 
cities are all located on river 
estuaries," said Li Haitao, 45, 
director of Nantong's Harbour 
Administrative Bureau. Rotterdam 
is situated at the estuary of the 
Rhine, while New Orleans stands 
where the Mississippi empties into 
the Gulf of Mexico. London is at 
the estuary of the River Thames, 
and Shanghai is situated where the 
Huangpu joins the Changjiang. 
"The construction of a harbour is 
so much cheaper in places between 
the ocean and a river and it yields 
higher economic returns because it 
combines the beauties of maritime 
and inland shipping," said Li. 

Nantong harbour is blessed with 
a smooth, deepwater shipping 
frontage along a 26-km stretch of 
the Changjiang River, which runs 
8-16 km wide and 11-20 metres 
deep. Ice- and silt-free and pro
tected from the brunt of typhoons, 
the harbour operates year round. 
Nantong's Tiansheng port was 
built in 1904, but after 80 years it 
remains 14-16 metres deep. 

Two more ports — Nantong and 
Langshan — were added to Tian-
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s h e n g a f t e r l i b e r a t i o n t o f o r m 
t o d a y ' s N a n t o n g h a r b o u r . T h e 
w h o l e e s t a b l i s h m e n t h a s t h r e e 
d e e p w a t e r b e r t h s c a p a b l e o f ac
c o m m o d a t i n g s h i p s a t t h e 1 0 , 0 0 0 -
2 5 , 0 0 0 - t o n c l a s s a n d 1 0 h e r t h s f o r 
s h i p s a t t h e 3 , 0 0 0 - 5 , 0 0 0 - t o n c l a s s . 
T h e r e a r e a l s o 1 1 p l a t f o r m s b u i l t 
i n t h e m i d d l e o f t h e r i v e r , w h e r e 
2 4 o c e a n g o i n g s h i p s c a n h a v e t h e i r 
c a r g o u n l o a d e d o n t o b a r g e s . 

L a n g s h a n p o r t h a s a 6 , 5 0 0 -
s q u a r e - m e t r e o p e r a t i o n z o n e , 
w h i c h i s v i r t u a l l y a l a b y r i n t h o f 
w a t e r l a n e s a n d c a n a l s r e a c h i n g 
i n t o t h e n o r t h e r n J i a n g s u i n l a n d 
n a v i g a t i o n n e t w o r k . 

T h e o u t s t a n d i n g s h i p p i n g c o n d i 
t i o n s e n a b l e t h e c i t y ' s s t e a m b o a t s 
t o s a i l u p t h e C h a n g j i a n g a n d i t s 
t r i b u t a r i e s t o o t h e r p r o v i n c e s s u c h 
as A n h u i , J i a n g x i , H u n a n , H u b e i 
a n d S i c h u a n , o r d o w n t h e r i v e r t o 
t h e s ea . 

S i n c e M a y 1 9 8 3 w h e n t h e c i t y 
o p e n e d i t s d o o r s t o t h e w o r l d , N a n 
t o n g h a r b o u r h a s r e c e i v e d 5 0 s h i p s 
f r o m 2 2 c o u n t r i e s a n d r e g i o n s , i n 
c l u d i n g P a n a m a , G r e e c e , J a p a n , 
B r i t a i n , t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , I n d o 
n e s i a , t h e S o v i e t U n i o n , C u b a , 

Menthol Crystals. E x t r a c t e d 
f r o m c h o i c e p e p p e r m i n t , B a i -
x i o n g ( W h i t e B e a r ) b r a n d m e n 
t h o l c r y s t a l s h a v e w o n s t a t e g o l d 
m e d a l s f o r y e a r s r u n n i n g . W i t h 
s u p e r b q u a l i t y , t h e y a r e k n o w n 
a r o u n d t h e w o r l d a s t h e " F r a 
g r a n c e o f A s i a . " 

Citric Acid. C i t r i c a c i d i s w i d e 
l y u s e d i n t h e f o o d s t u f f , c h e m 
i c a l , p h a r m a c e u t i c a l a n d b u i l d 
i n g i n d u s t r i e s . I n 1 9 8 3 N a n -
t o n g ' s B a i h e ( W h i t e C r a n e ) 
b r a n d c i t r i c a c i d w a s c i t e d a s 
t h e b e s t o f i t s k i n d a t a n a t i o n a l 
q u a l i t y a p p r a i s a l c o n f e r e n c e . I t 
i s n o w s o l d a l l o v e r t h e w o r l d . 

Silk Blankets. N a n t o n g a r t i s t s 
c a n h a n d - w e a v e s i l k i n t o 6 0 

Y u g o s l a v i a a n d T h a i l a n d . I t h a s 
a l s o e s t a b l i s h e d s h i p p i n g l i n k s w i t h 
3 6 o v e r s e a s p o r t s . 

T h e h a r b o u r h a n d l e d 6 . 2 5 m i l 
l i o n t o n s o f f r e i g h t i n 1 9 8 3 , 1 6 4 
t i m e s a s m u c h a s i n 1 9 4 9 . L a s t 
y e a r t h e f i g u r e t o p p e d 8 m i l l i o n 
t o n s . D e s p i t e s u c h i m p r e s s i v e 
d e v e l o p m e n t , t h e h a r b o u r ' s c a p a c 
i t y i s f a r f r o m f u l l y t a p p e d . 
T r a f f i c o n t h e C h a n g j i a n g i s 
s p a r s e , a n d m a n y w h a r v e s a r e r u n 
n i n g u n d e r c a p a c i t y . 

s t y l e s o f i n t r i c a t e , c o l o u r f u l 
b l a n k e t s . T h e s e b l a n k e t s s e l l 
b r i s k l y i n 3 7 c o u n t r i e s a n d r e 
g i o n s i n A s i a , E u r o p e a n d t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s . 

Bundle-Dyed Cloth. O v e r t h e 
l a s t 1 , 0 0 0 y e a r s a n d m o r e , t h e 
N a n t o n g p e o p l e h a v e d e v e l o p e d 
a s p e c i a l d y e i n g t e c h n i q u e . 
T h e y b u n d l e s i l k o r c o t t o n c l o t h 
i n p r e s c r i b e d p a t t e r n s b e f o r e 
d y e i n g i t . T h i s p r o d u c e s a n u n 
m a t c h e d a r t i s t i c e f f e c t . 

Goat Skins. N a n t o n g g o a t 
s k i n s a r e c h o i c e m a t e r i a l f o r 
m a k i n g s h o e s , g a r m e n t s , h a t s , 
g l o v e s a n d b a g s . T h e y c a n a l s o 
s e r v e a s o i l f i l t e r s n e e d e d i n i n 
d u s t r i a l p r o c e s s e s . N a n t o n g 

T h a t i s a f a r c r y f r o m S h a n g h a i 
h a r b o u r , j u s t 1 0 0 k m a w a y , w h e r e 
t h e s h i p p i n g f r o n t a g e i s p a c k e d t o 
o v e r f l o w i n g , l e a v i n g m a n y s h i p s 
w a i t i n g i m p a t i e n t l y a t W u s o n g k o u , 
w h e r e t h e C h a n g j i a n g e m p t i e s i n t o 
t h e s e a . S t e p s a r e b e i n g t a k e n t o 
l u r e m o r e s h i p s t o N a n t o n g h a r 
b o u r t o e a s e t h e b u r d e n o n 
S h a n g h a i . 

A n e m b a n k m e n t i s b e i n g c o n 
s t r u c t e d t o m a k e r o o m f o r t h e c o n 
s t r u c t i o n o f t h r e e d e e p w a t e r b e r t h s 

g o a t s k i n p r o d u c t s a r e n o w s o l d 
i n J a p a n , I t a l y , S p a i n a n d H o n g 
k o n g . 

Clams. K n o w n a s t h e " m o s t 
d e l i c i o u s f o o d u n d e r h e a v e n , " 
N a n t o n g c l a m s h a v e n u t r i t i o u s , 
t e n d e r m e a t e n c a s e d i n b e a u t i f u l 
s h e l l s . 

Anchovies. P r o c e s s e d w i t h 
e l a b o r a t e m e t h o d s , N a n t o n g ' s 
n u t r i t i o u s c a n n e d a n c h o v i e s 
w e r e c i t e d as a t o p p r o d u c t a t 
a n a t i o n a l q u a l i t y a p p r a i s a l c o n 
f e r e n c e . 

A l l t h e s e p r o d u c t s a r e m a r k e t 
e d b y t h e N a n t o n g F o r e i g n 
T r a d e C o m p a n y ( A d d r e s s — 
Y e j i a q i a o , N a n t o n g ; t e l e p h o n e 
n u m b e r — 2 8 5 9 ; m a n a g e r — 
M a o Y u q i ) . 

Native Products-Source of Pride 
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large enough for 10,000-tonners. 
By 1990 the harbour will have 10 
more deepwater berths for ships at 
or above the 10,000-ton class, 14 
more berths for transferring cargo 
from ocean ships to river vessels, 
16 more inland waterway berths 
and two more mid-river unloading 
platforms. All these will combine 
to raise the harbour's freight to 
35 million tons by the end of the 
century. 

Nantong's 20-km Changjiang 
frontage is long enough to accom
modate 100 berths for 10,000-ton 
vessels, and the river itself is wide 
enough for 100-200 mid-river plat
forms. Sooner or later, Nantong 
will emerge as the New Orleans 
of the East, handling 100 million 
tons of cargo a year. 

industry and Resources 
An ancient-style clock towers 

over the gate of Nantong's No. 3 

Cotton Mill. Erected by the pa
triotic Qing Dynasty entrepreneur 
Zhang Jian (1853-1926), it is the 
bir thmark of Nantong's modern 
industry. 

The local people began growing 
cotton and weaving as early as the 
13th century. In 1895 Zhang es
tablished one of China's first 
modern textile mills, the Dasheng 
Cotton Mill of Nantong. Since 
then Nantong has gradually 
evolved into one of China's textile 
bases. 

The local textile industry 
developed rapidly during the 35 
years since liberation. The city 
now has 48,000 . cotton yarn 
spindles. 26,000 weavers. 28,000 
woollen textile spindles and a 
printing and dyeing capacity of 
200 million metres of fabric a year. 
In the past, only cotton goods were 
produced, but today the city turns 

out 6,500 products of 15 varieties 
of textile fabrics, including chemi
cal fibres, wool, jute and silk. 
Nearly 100 of these products are 
exported to ' 60 countries and re
gions. 

Light industry and textiles con
stitute the mainstay of Nantong's 
comprehensive industrial setup. 
The machine-building, electronics, 
chemical, pharmaceutical, building 
materials and foodstuff industries 
are also well-developed. The city's 
5,100 factories yielded a total in
dustrial output value of 6 billion 
yuan in 1983 and an estimated 6.8 
billion yuan in 1984. 

Located on the alluvial plain of 
the Changjiang River basin, Nan
tong has fertile land and a mild 
climate. It is one of the country's 
major cotton producers. Pepper
mint, spearmint and jute abound 
as well. High-yield long-fibre Nan
tong cotton is a choice material 
for spinning fine yarn and weaving 
quality cloth. The city also enjoys 
rich supplies of goat skins, silk
worm cocoons and marine and 
freshwater products. 

Peasant-run factories have 
sprung up like mushrooms in re
cent years. Accounting for one-
third of Nantong's total industrial 
output value, they have become a 
major new economic force. 

A case in point is the Chuan-
gang Electrical Motor Factory, 
which had only a dozen repairmen 
a decade ago. Today it has 1,100 
workers and staff members and 
has become a major producer in 
the machine-building industry and 
the electronics industry. Chuan-
gang Electrical's Taohua-brand 
electric fans, which have won 
quality awards from the Ministry 
of the Machine-Building Industry, 
not only enjoy brisk sales on the 
domestic market but have also sold 
well in Southeast Asia. Liu Bo-
xun. the factory's shrewd, ambi
tious 44-year-old peasant-turned-
manager, was packing for a busi
ness trip overseas. He said he 
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planned to buy advaticed tech
nology and equipment to change 
his factory into an electrical appli
ances manufacturing giant. 

The affluent life in the villages 
around the city of Nantong is the 
envy of most ]iangsu peasants. 
Take, for example, Zhongxing Vil
lage in the southeastern suburbs. 
The 800 villagers in 275 families 
operate a fishing fleet, a refri
gerated storage facility and five 
factories making hydraulic devices 
and household electrical appli
ances. In 1983 Zhongxing grossed 
5.25 million yuan from its in
dustrial and agricultural en
deavours, 6.85 times more than 
five years ago. Many women 
operate machine tools right at 
home, processing components for 
the village factories while tending 
to family chores. No longer shy 
about showing off their riches, the 
villagers are proud to have guests 
in their spick-and-span houses, 
which are usually furnished with 
colour TVs, refrigerators and up
holstered chairs. Seeking to 
further improve their lot, 248 fam
ilies recently formed a joint-stock 
company, which is selling shares 
for 500 yuan apiece. 

Between January and October 
last year Nantong received 300 
groups of businessmen and bank
ers and signed contracts on 40 co
operative projects. Equipment has 
been shipped in to prepare for 
some of these projects, while 
others have already begun trial 
operation. Negotiations are still 
in progress on more such co-opera
tive ventures. 

At a symposium on investment 
in China's open cities held in 
Hongkong last November, the 
Nantong delegation met with more 
than 300 groups of overseas busi
ness representatives and signed 
agreements, letters of intent or 
memoranda on 60 of the 150 pro
jects discussed. Involving a total 
investment of more than US$300 
million, these 60 projects cover a 

wide range of endeavours and will 
introduce diverse forms of co
operation. Twenty-seven of them 
are joint ventures. 

Nantong was one of the first 
Chinese cities, to begin absorbing 
foreign capital and importing 
advanced technology. From the 
beginning of 1976 to the end of 
1983, the city undertook 92 pro
jects in such forms as the use of 
foreign exchange loans, joint ven
tures, co-operative management, 
compensatory trade and property 
leases. Some of the projects are 
designed to process or assemble 
materials and components supplied 
by foreign businesses. Sixty-eight 
projects have gone into operation, 
achieving marked economic re
turns. 

The city has emphasized the 
technical transformation of its 
textile industry. In 1979 the No. 3 
Cotton Mill used a short-term loan 
of US$3.18 million to import 
weaving equipment. The equip
ment was put into production the 
year it was imported and paid for 
itself within 30 months. This has 
enabled the milt to turn out prod
ucts that are highly competitive on 
the w o r l ^ . market . Its terelyene 
cotton cloth and other fabrics sell 

well in Hongkong and Western 
Europe. 

The city's synthetic fibre factory 
began operating long-fibre poly
ester production equipment only 
10 months after purchasing it from 
West Germany and Britain for 
US$20 million. The loans were 
repaid in just 18 months. 

Co-operation between the Nan
tong Machine Tools Plant and the 
US Tree Machine Tool Co. Inc. 
proved highly rewarding to both 
sides. The two companies met for 
negotiations in March 1981, and 
five months later they signed a 
five-year trade agreement. Accord
ingly, the American firm supplied 
blueprints, some components and 
digital-control devices needed by 
the Nantong factory to produce 
three varieties of digital-control 
boring machines. The Chinese fac
tory, on its part, was committed to 
sell at least 600 machines to the 
American partner. Today, the con
tract is befng carried out smoothly, 
and many machines have already 
been shipped to the United States. 

Nantong benefits from a contin
gent of sagacious, enterprising 
officials well-versed in their pro
fessions — mayors, foreign trade 
company managers and factory 

The Nantong Artistic Dyeing Factory produces kimonos, ties and scarves, 
which are sold to Japan. 
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d i r e c t o r s . M a n y o f t h e m a r e y o u n g 
a n d a g g r e s s i v e . T h i s , n o d o u b t , i s 
a N a n t o n g a s s e t n o l e s s v a l u a b l e 
t h a n i t s s u p e r b g e o g r a p h i c a l c o n d i 
t i o n s a n d b o u n t i f u l n a t u r a l r e 
s o u r c e s . 

T h e r e a r e m a n y s u c c e s s s t o r i e s 
i n N a n t o n g ' s b u s i n e s s w o r l d . T h e r e 
i s , f o r e x a m p l e , t h e j o i n t v e n t u r e 
b e t w e e n t h e N a n t o n g A c o u s t i c s 
P l a n t a n d a H o n g k o n g c o m p a n y . 
T h e t w o p a r t n e r s c a m e i n t o c o n 
t a c t a t t h e e n d o f O c t o b e r 1 9 8 . 3 , 
s i g n e d a l e t t e r o f i n t e n t o n 
N o v e m b e r 1 1 , a n d c o n c l u d e d a n 
o f f i c i a l a g r e e m e n t o n D e c e m b e r 7 . 
I n w h a t l o o k e d l i k e a b l i t z , t h e y 
s e t u p a b o a r d o f d i r e c t o r s i n A p r i l 
1 9 8 4 , p u t t h e p r o d u c t s o n t o t h e 
n i j a r k e t i n o n l y f i v e m o n t h s a n d 
b e g a n t o r e a p p r o f i t s s i x w e e k s 
l a t e r . 

T h e C h i n a N a n t o n g R i k i o C o . 
L t d . i s a n o t h e r s u c c e s s s t o r y . A 
j o i n t v e n t u r e b e t w e e n C h i n a a n d 
J a p a n , t h e c o m p a n y p r o d u c e s 
J a p a n e s e - s t y l e s t e e l - t o e d w o r k s h o e s . 
E s t a b l i s h e d i n F e b r u a r y 1 9 8 2 , t h e 
j o i n t v e n t u r e b e g a n c o n s t r u c t i n g i t s 
f a c t o r y b u i l d i n g s i n . \ p r i l , c o m 
p l e t e d t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n s e v e n 
m o n t h s l a t e r a n d w e n t i n t o p r o d u c 
t i o n i n F e b r u a r y 1 9 8 3 . T h e c o m 
p a n y h a d a n t i c i p a t e d a l o s s o f 
U S $ 1 1 6 , 0 0 0 a t t h e b e g i n n i n g : 
i n s t e a d , i t n e t t e d 4 5 0 , 0 0 0 y u a n 

i n p r o f i t . W h a t a c c o u n t e d 
f o r t h e s u c c e s s ? J u n i c h i K a n d a , 
t h e c o m p a n y ' s J a p a n e s e t e c h n i c a l 
a d v i s e r , s a i d , " T h e C h i n e s e 
o f f i c i a l s h e r e a l l k n o w w h a t t h e y 
a r e d o i n g . T h a t e n a b l e s t h e w o r k 
t o g o s m o o t h l y . B e s i d e s , t h e m a n y 
t e x t i l e m i l l s i n N a n t o n g h a v e e n 
s u r e d a c o n s t a n t s u p p l y o f c o t t o n , 
w h i c h a c c o u n t s f o r 6 0 p e r c e n t o f 
o u r r a w m a t e r i a l s . " K a n d a h a d 
o n l y o n e c o m p l a i n t w h i c h h e 
h o p e s w i l l s o o n b e a d d r e s s e d , " L i f e 
h e r e i s a b i t t o o d u l l . " 

Co-operation: Broad Vistas 
Z h a n g Y o u c a i , N a n t o n g ' s 4 3 -

y e a r - o l d m a y o r , i s a g r a d u a t e o f 
t h e N a n j i n g C o l l e g e o f C h e m i c a l 
E n g i n e e r i n g . H e i s f u l l o f i d e a s 
a b o u t h o w t o a t t r a c t m o r e f o r e i g n 
i n v e s t m e n t a n d t e c h n o l o g y . 

L i k e o t h e r o p e n c i t i e s i n C h i n a , 
N a n t o n g w i l l c o n t i n u e t o e m 
p h a s i z e u t i l i z i n g f o r e i g n c a p i t a l 
a n d i m p o r t i n g a d v a n c e d t e c h 
n o l o g y . T h a t i s g e a r e d t o t h e i m 
m e d i a t e t a s k o f t e c h n i c a l l y r e 
v a m p i n g t h e o l d e n t e r p r i s e s a n d 
u n d e r t a k i n g m e d i u m - s i z e d a n d 
s m a l l p r o j e c t s v i t a l t o t h e f o u r 
m o d e r n i z a t i o n s . T h e t e c h n i c a l 
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n w i l l i n v o l v e a l l t h e 
l i g h t i n d u s t r i a l e n t e r p r i s e s a s w e l l 
a s t h e t e x t i l e , f o o d s t u f f , m a c h i n e -

b u i l d i n g , e l e c t r o n i c s , c h e m i c a l , 
p h a r m a c e u t i c a l , b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l 
a n d s h i p b u i l d i n g i n d u s t r i e s . W h e n 
p o s s i b l e , n e w i n d u s t r i e s , s u c h a s 
h i g h - t e c h e l e c t r o n i c s f i r m s a n d b i o 
l o g i c a l e n g i n e e r i n g c o m p a n i e s , w i l l 
b e s e t u p . S c i e n t i f i c r e s e a r c h a n d 
h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n , t o o , w i l l b e 
d e v e l o p e d . 

F a r m i n g a n d s i d e l i n e p r o d u c t i o n 
w i l l b e m o d e r n i z e d w i t h t h e h e l p 
o f f o r e i g n i n v e s t m e n t , a d v a n c e d 
t e c h n o l o g y a n d i m p r o v e d s e e d 
s t r a i n s . F a r m a n d s i d e l i n e p r o d u c t 
p r o c e s s i n g , a q u i c u l l u r e a n d f i s h i n g 
w i l l b e b o o s t e d a n d t h e s e a 
s h a l l o w s w i l l b e d e v e l o p e d i n t o 
h i g h l y p r o d u c t i v e > a q u i c u l t u r e 
c e n t r e s . 

I n t r a n s p o r t a t i o n a n d c o m m u n i 
c a t i o n s , f o r e i g n c a p i t a l a n d e x p e r 
t i s e w i l l b e u s e d t o t r a n s f o r m a n d 
e x p a n d N a n t o n g h a r b o u r a n d t o 
i n c r e a s e t h e n u m b e r o f s h i p s s o a s 
t o i m p r o v e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n a l o n g 
t h e C h a n g j i a n g a n d o n t h e s e a . A t 
t h e s a m e t i m e , i n d u s t r i e s , c o m 
m e r c e a n d s e r v i c e t r a d e s t h a t 
s e r v e t h e h a r b o u r w i l l a l s o b e 
d e v e l o p e d . 

N a n t o n g h a s m a r k e d o f f a 4 . 6 2 -
s q u a r e - k i l o m e t r e e c o n o m i c a n d 
t e c h n i c a l d e v e l o p m e n t a r e a a t F u -
m i n p o r t , w h i c h i s s i t u a t e d a b o u t 
1 0 k m t o t h e s o u t h e a s t o f t h e c i t y 
p r o p e r . S k i r t e d b y r i v e r s a n d l i n k 
e d t o t h e c i t y b y a b r i d g e , F u m i n 
p o r t i s a n i d e a l l o c a t i o n f o r s e t t i n g 
u p j o i n t v e n t u r e s a n d w h o l l y o w n 
e d f o r e i g n e n t e r p r i s e s . 

C o n s t r u c t i o n i s a f o o t e v e r y 
w h e r e i n N a n t o n g . T h e a i m i s t o 
p r o v i d e a c o n v e n i e n t a n d c o m f o r t 
a b l e i n v e s t m e n t e n v i r o n m e n t . 
H o t e l s a r e b e i n g e x p a n d e d o r 
b u i l t , a n d n o e f f o r t i s b e i n g s p a r e d 
t o i m p r o v e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n a n d t e l e 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s . W h i l e w a t e r w a y 
a n d a i r s h i p p i n g c o n d i t i o n s b e 
t w e e n N a n t o n g a n d S h a n g h a i a r e 
b e i n g i m p r o v e d , m o t o r v e h i c l e 
f e r r y c r o s s i n g s h a v e a l s o b e e n b u i l t 
t o f a c i l i t a t e h i g h w a y t r a f f i c . A 
m i c r o w a v e t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
s t a t i o n l i n k i n g t h e c i t y w i t h S h a n g -

W o r k e r s a t t h e R i k i o C o . L t d . p u t t h e f i n i s h i n g t o u c h e s o n J a p o n e s e - s t y l e 
w o r k s h o e s . 
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Nantong Museum, the oldest museum in China. 

h a i h a s b e e n b u i l t a n d w i l l s o o n 
b e c o m n n i s s i o n e d . W h e n a n e w 
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s b u i l d i n g i s 
c o m p l e t e d , t h e c i t y w i l l i m p o r t a 
d i g i t a l - c o n t r o l l e d s w i t c h b o a r d ca 
p a b l e o f h a n d l i n g 1 0 , 0 0 0 l i n e s . F o r 
t h e t i m e b e i n g , 1 , 0 0 0 t e l e p h o n e s 
a r e b e i n g i n s t a l l e d t o a l l e v i a t e t h e 
a c u t e s h o r t a g e o f t e l e p h o n e s e r v 
ices . 

W i t h t h e c h a n g e s t a k i n g p l a c e , 
c i t y o f f i c i a l s f e e l N a n t o n g w i l l 
a t t r a c t i n v e s t o r s , a n d t h e y a r e a b l e 
t o o f f e r t h e p r e f e r e n t i a l t r e a t m e n t 
t h a t i n v e s t o r s r e c e i v e i n a l l t h e 
o p e n c i t i e s . S a i d M a y o r Z h a n g , 

H a o h e R i v e r . T h e w i l l o w t r e e -
f l a n k e d H a o h e R i v e r e n c i r c l e s t h e 
c i t y o f N a n t o n g l i k e a g r e e n b e l t . 
T h e b r i d g e s , p a v i l i o n s a n d p a g o d a s 
a r e f r e q u e n t e d b y t h e r e s i d e n t s 
s e e k i n g a q u i e t p l a c e t o u n w i n d 
a f t e r a t i r i n g d a y ' s w o r k . B o a t i n g 
a l o n g t h e r i v e r i s a l s o a p o p u l a r 
p a s t i m e i n t h e c i t y . 

L a n g s h a n H i l l . S t a n d i n g 1 0 6 
m e t r e s t a l l , t h e L a n g s h a n H i l l i s 
o n e o f f i v e h i l l s t h a t r i s e a b o v e t h e 
C h a n g j i a n g R i v e r i n t h e s o u t h e r n 
s u b u r b s . T h e p i c t u r e s q u e l a n d 
s c a p e i s s t u d d e d w i t h s c e n i c s p o t s 
a n d h i s t o r i c a l s i t e s . T h e G u a n g j i a o 

" W e w i l l s t r i c t l y a c t a c c o r d i n g t o 
t h e s t a t e r e g u l a t i o n s . " ( S e e " G u 
M u O n P o l i c i e s f o r C o a s t a l C i t i e s , " 
i s s u e N o . 5 0 , 1 9 8 4 . ) 

T h e m a y o r i s c o n f i d e n t t h a t s o 
l o n g a s t h e c i t y ' s p e o p l e w o r k w i t h 
o n e m i n d t o i m p l e m e n t t h e s t a t e ' s 
p o l i c y o f o p e n i n g t o t h e w o r l d a n d 
e n l i v e n i n g t h e d o m e s t i c e c o n o m y . 
N a n t o n g w i l l s u r e l y b e c o m e a n i m 
p o r t a n t t r a d e a n d t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
h u b o n t h e C h a n g j i a n g , a m o d e r n 
t e x t i l e a n d l i g h t i n d u s t r i a l b a s e and^ 
a m a j o r e x p o r t c o m m o d i t y p r o 
d u c e r w h e r e f o r e i g n c a p i t a l a n d 
e x p e r t i s e w i l l b e p u t t o g o o d u s e . 

M o n a s t e r y , b u i l t d u r i n g t h e T a n g 
D y n a s t y ( 6 1 8 - 9 0 7 ) , i s m o r e t h a n 
1 , 0 0 0 y e a r s o l d . F o r t h i s t h e L a n g 
s h a n H i l l r a n k s a m o n g t h e n a t i o n ' s 
e i g h t m i n o r B u d d h i s t s a n c t u a r i e s . 
T h e F a r u M o n a s t e r y a t t h e f o o t o f 
t h e h i l l h o u s e s a p o r c e l a i n m u r a l 
o f 18 f a m o u s m o n k s . C a s t i n l i f e 
l i k e i m a g e s , t h e p a i n t i n g s w e r e 
d o n e b y F a n Z e n g , a N a n t o n g n a 
t i v e a n d a f a m o u s c o n t e m p o r a r y 
t r a d i t i o n a l C h i n e s e p a i n t e r . 

N a n t o n g h a s a c h e r i s h e d t r a d i 
t i o n i n c u l t u r e a n d e d u c a t i o n . I n 
f a c t , t h e c i t y f e a t u r e s q u i t e a n u m 
b e r o f " f i r s t s " i n t h e c o u n t r y . 

Nantong Museum. N e s t l e d a m o n g 
g r e e n t r e e s , g o l d e n - r o o f e d p a v i l i o n s 
a n d z i g z a g c o r r i d o r s o n t h e b a n k 
o f t h e H a o h e R i v e r , t h e m u s e u m 
w a s e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1 9 0 5 as a l o c a l 
h i s t o r y a n d n a t u r a l h i s t o r y m u 
s e u m . I t i s a s m a l l a f f a i r b y t o d a y ' s 
s t a n d a r d , b u t i t i s u n i q u e i n i t s 
o w n w a y : I t w a s C h i n a ' s f i r s t 
m u s e u m . 

Tongzhou Normal School. F o u n d 
e d i n 1 9 0 2 , t h i s w a s C h i n a ' s f i r s t 
i n s t i t u t i o n f o r t r a i n i n g t e a c h e r s a t 
t h e s e c o n d a r y l e v e l . S i n c e i t s es
t a b l i s h m e n t i t h a s t r a i n e d 1 5 , 0 0 0 
t e a c h e r s , w h o t o d a y a r e f o u n d 
a r o u n d t h e w o r l d . 

Embroidery Institute. S e t u p i n 
1 9 1 4 , t h e N a n t o n g E m b r o i d e r y 
T r a i n i n g S c h o o l w a s o n e o f C h i n a s 
e a r l i e s t v o c a t i o n a l t r a i n i n g s c h o o l s . 
S h e n S h o u ( 1 8 4 7 - 1 9 2 1 ) , a c e l e b r a t 
e d e x p e r t i n e m b r o i d e r y , o n c e 
t a u g h t t h e r e a n d t r a i n e d m a n y s k i l l 
e d a r t i s t s ( s ee " V i r t u o s o ' s E m b r o i 
d e r y L i v e s O n " i n t h i s i s s u e ' s 
" C u l t u r e a n d S c i e n c e " c o l u m n ) . 
K n o w n t o d a y as t h e N a n t o n g 
A r t s a n d C r a f t s R e s e a r c h I n 
s t i t u t e , t h e s c h o o l h a s p r o d u c e d 
m a n y a w a r d - w i n n i n g m a s t e r p i e c e s 
i n e m b r o i d e r y . O n e o f t h e m . The 
Great Wall of China, i s n o w d i s 
p l a y e d i n t h e B e i j i n g H o t e l . 

T h e N a n t o n g p e o p l e c r e d i t m u c h 
o f t h e i r r i c h c u l t u r a l t r a d i t i o n t o 
t e x t i l e e n t r e p r e n e u r Z h a n g f i a n 
( s ee m a i n s t o r y ) . A n d i n d e e d he 
d e s e r v e s t h e h o n o u r . D u r i n g t h e 
d a y s w h e n x e n o p h o b i a w a s p r e v a 
l e n t , Z h a n g w a s o n e o f t h e f e w 
w h o l a u n c h e d C h i n a ' s m o d e r n i n 
d u s t r y . A n d h e n e v e r h e s i t a t e d t o 
d r a w o n t h e s t r e n g t h s o f W e s t e r n 
e d u c a t i o n a l s y s t e m . 

T h e c i t y n o w h a s 4 , 2 0 0 s c h o o l s 
o f a l l k i n d s , 1 0 i n s t i t u t e s o f h i g h e r 
l e a r n i n g a n d 4 0 s c i e n t i f i c r e s e a r c h 
i n s t i t u t e s . I n d e e d , i t i s t h i s w e l l -
d e v e l o p e d e d u c a t i o n a l s y s t e m t h a t 
h a s m a d e N a n t o n g w h a t i t i s t o d a y , 
a r i s i n g i n d u s t r i a l c i t y i n e a s t 
C h i n a . • 
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FROM THE CHINESE PRESS 

Research Suffers From 'Inbreeding* 

from "GUANGMING RIBAO" 
( G u a n g m i n g D a i l y ) 

Z H O U G u a n g z h a o , a n o t e d C h i 
n e s e p h y s i c i s t a n d d e p u t y -

d i r e c t o r o f t h e C h i n e s e A c a d e m y o f 
S c i e n c e s , a r g u e d t h a t " i n b r e e d i n g " 
i n a c a d e m i c r e s e a r c h i s t h e c a u s e 
f o r t h e s c a r c i t y o f " t o p - n o t c h " 
s c i e n t i f i c r e s e a r c h p e r s o n n e l i n 
C h i n a . 

Z h o u s a i d t h a t " i n b r e e d i n g " i n 
a c a d e m i c r e s e a r c h r e s u l t s f r o m 
t e a c h e r s k e e p i n g o n t h e i r s t u d e n t s 
a s a s s i s t a n t s . W h e n t h e a s s i s t a n t s 
b e c o m e t e a c h e r s , t h e y , t o o , h i r e 
t h e i r s t u d e n t s . T h i s p r a c t i c e b r e e d s 
i d e n t i c a l v i e w s , m e t h o d s a n d r e 
s e a r c h s u b j e c t s i n a c a d e m i a . S t u 
d e n t s o f s u c h " i n b r e d " t e a c h e r s 
h a v e a n a r r o w t r a i n o f t h o u g h t a n d 
l a c k t h e s p i r i t t o b l a z e n e w t r a i l s . 
T h e y e i t h e r b e l i e v e t h a t t h e i r 

, t e a c h e r s ' v i e w s a r e p e r f e c t l y c o r 
r e c t , o r , i n o t h e r c a s e s , t h e y m a y 
h a v e t h e i r o w n t h o u g h t s , b u t t h e y 
d a r e n o t c h a l l e n g e t h e i r t e a c h e r s . 

T o d a y t h e r e a r e v e r y f e w o u t 
s t a n d i n g m i d d l e - a g e d r e s e a r c h p e r 
s o n n e l , a n d t h i s " i n b r e e d i n g " i s 
o n e o f t h e m a i n r e a s o n s . W h e n 
v e t e r a n s c i e n t i s t s r e t i r e , t h e r e a r e 
o f t e n n o c e l e b r a t e d a n d i n f l u e n t i a l 
m i d d l e - a g e d r e s e a r c h e r s t o t a k e 
t h e i r p l a c e s . A t a s k o f t o p p r i o r i t y 
i s t o b r i n g i n t o f u l l p l a y t h e i n i t i a 
t i v e o f t h e 4 5 - t o 5 5 - y e a r - o l d r e 
s e a r c h e r s . T h o s e w h o h a v e m a d e 
g r e a t a c h i e v e m e n t s a n d a r e a t 
a h i g h a c a d e m i c l e v e l s h o u l d b e 
p r o m o t e d t o b e c o m e s e n i o r r e 
s e a r c h e r s . w h o h a v e e a r n e d t h e i r 
f o r m a l q u a l i f i c a t i o n s a n d s e n i o r i t y . 

Z h o u s t r e s s e s t h a t y o u n g s c i e n t i f 
i c r e s e a r c h p e r s o n n e l s h o u l d b e 
t r a i n e d i n n e w w a y s . U n i v e r s i t i e s 
a n d r e s e a r c h i n s t i t u t e s s h o u l d n o t , 
i n g e n e r a l , h i r e o n t h e i r g r a d u a t e s . 
T h e y s h o u l d b e a l l o w e d t o t r a n s f e r 

t o o t h e r i n s t i t u t e s t o r e c e i v e d i f 
f e r e n t a c a d e m i c v i e w s a n d c o 
o p e r a t e w i t h p e o p l e f r o m a d i f 
f e r e n t b a c k g r o u n d . W i t h a m o r e 
d i v e r s e b a c k g r o u n d , t h e y c a n b l a z e 
n e w r e s e a r c h t r a i l s . 

Z h o u c o n t e n d s t h a t p e r s o n s s e n t 
a b r o a d t o s t u d y s h o u l d n o t b e c o n 
f i n e d t o f r e s h c o l l e g e g r a d u a t e s . 
H e u r g e s t h a t y o u n g s c i e n t i f i c r e 
s e a r c h e r s w h o h a v e e a r n e d t h e i r 
d o c t o r a t e s a n d h a v e w o r k e d f o r 
s o m e t i m e s h o u l d a l s o g o a b r o a d 
f o r a d v a n c e d s t u d i e s . 

Good Party M e m b e r Poll 
from "RENMIN RIBAO" 
( P e o p l e ' s D a i l y ) 

E C E N T L Y , s o l d i e r s i n ' t w o 
c o m p a n i e s u n d e r t h e J i n a n 

M i l i t a r y U n i t a n s w e r e d a p o l l 
e n t i t l e d " W h a t k i n d o f C o m 
m u n i s t P a r t y m e m b e r d o y o u 
a d m i r e i n y o u r c o m p a n y ? " T h e 
s o l d i e r s l i s t e d f i v e m a i n q u a l i t i e s : 

1. They admire the Party 
member who seeks truth from 
facts and gives no thought to 
undeserved reputation. O f t h e 5 1 
s o l d i e r s p o l l e d i n C o m p a n y N o . 
9 , 4 0 s p o k e h i g h l y o f c o m p a n y 
c o m m a n d e r R e n Z h u a n l o n g . I n 
h i s r e p o r t s t o h i s s u p e r i o r s , h e 
n e v e r d e c e i v e s o t h e r s a n d r e p o r t s 
t h e c o m p a n y ' s a c t i o n s f a c t u a l l y . 

2 . They admire the Party 
member who has advanced 
thoughts, higher educational level 
and professional ability. M o s t o f 
t h e m e m b e r s o f t h e t w o c o m 
p a n i e s a d m i r e d 1 1 P a r t y m e m b e r s 
w h o h a v e g o o d p o l i t i c a l c h a r a c 
t e r i s t i c s , h i g h e d u c a t i o n a l l e v e l s 
a n d s t r o n g p r o f e s s i o n a l a b i l i t i e s . 
G u o H u a i y u , a s q u a d l e a d e r . 

t h r e e t i m e s w o n a n a r t i l l e r y c o m 
m a n d c o m p e t i t i o n . 

3. They admire the Party 
member who quietly immerse 
himself in hard work and is adept 
at using his head. S q u a d l e a d e r 
W a n g F u h u a , s a i d t h e s o l d i e r s , 
m a k e s a r e a s o n a b l e d i v i s i o n o f 
l a b o u r i n c o n s t r u c t i o n a n d s t a n d s 
a m o n g t h e b e s t o f t h e c o m p a n y i n 
p r o g r e s s a n d q u a l i t y . 

4 . They admire the Party 
member who seeks no personal 
gain and works for the interests 
of the masses. Y a n Q i a o l i n , 
a n o t h e r s q u a d l e a d e r , t o o k r e 
s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r r a i s i n g p i g s a n d 
t h u s i m p r o v e d t h e s u p p l y o f p o r k 
f o r t h e c o m p a n y ' s m e a l s . A l 
t o g e t h e r 3 7 s o l d i e r s i n Y a n ' s c o m 
p a n y a d m i r e h i m . 

5. They admire the Party 
member who cares for others and 
possesses a communist style. 
S q u a l l e a d e r W e n g Y o n g p i n g w a s 
c i t e d a s b e i n g c o n s c i e n t i o u s i n h i s 
w o r k a n d c o n c e r n e d a b o u t o t h e r s . 
O f 5 2 s o l d i e r s p o l l e d i n t h e N o . 1 
b a t t e r y c o m p a n y , 3 6 a d m i r e t h i s 
k i n d o f P a r t y m e m b e r . 

News Conference for t h e Masses 
from "ZHONGGUO 
QINGNIAN BAG" 
( C h i n a Y o u t h N e w s ) 

AN e n t i r e l y n e w k i n d o f n e w s 
c o n f e r e n c e h a s a p p e a r e d i n 

S h e n z h e n ' s S h e k o u I n d u s t r i a l D i s 
t r i c t . T h e p a r t i c i p a n t s a r e n o t r e 
p o r t e r s b u t o r d i n a r y p e o p l e . T h e s e 
c o n f e r e n c e s a r e h e l d t w i c e a m o n t h 
f o r t w o - a n d - a h a l f h o u r s i n t h e 
e v e n i n g . B e f o r e e a c h m e e t i n g p o s -
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Cartooned by Cui Jianhua 

ters are put up welcoming people 
to participate. 

To begin each meeting, the chair
man reports on important news in 
the district and the work situation. 

from "BAXIAOSHI YIWAI 
(Leisure Times) 

A PRIMARY school classmate 
of Hu Yaobang wrote a story 

recalling his reunion with Hu. 
After the Spring Festival in 1983 

Liu Shaoxi went to Yueyang, 
Hunan Province, to visit his rela
tives. During his stay there Liu 
was really shocked by a telegram 
which urged him to catch a train 
up to the provincial capital Chang-
sha to see a classmate of his from 
Beijing. He knew he had just one 
classmate in Beijing — Party Gen
eral Secretary Hu Yaobang. In a 
letter to Liu, Hu had once pro
mised to look him up. Now he took 
time out from his busy schedule to 
invite this ordinary retired worker. 

At the gate of Hu's residence Liu 
and his wife, sister and niece were 
given a cordial welcome. Looking 
over his long-parted classmate, 
many memories flooded Liu. 

Sometimes the chairman solicits 
opinions about projects to be built. 
Then the people express their views 
and ask any questions they like of 
the leaders of 13 departments re
sponsible for the work at Shekou. 
These leaders must either offer a 
serious answer on the spot or else 
bring one the next meeting.' 

The range of questions covers the 
district building plan, reform of the 
wage system, appointments and dis
missals, kindergartens and many 
other subjects. The atmosphere at 
these meetings is serious but 
cordial. 

These news conferences have 
three merits. There is full commu
nication between the higher and 
lower levels. The people have a 
sense of being the masters of their 
own affairs. The leaders at all 
levels accept supervision by the 
masses. 

In the primary school Hu was 
among the best of the 50 success
ful ones who were selected from 
more than 200 candidates. Soon 
after he entered the school he be
came known as a topnotch student. 
Hu's family was very poor then 
and his father, tightening his belt, 
borrowed money to pay the en
trance fee. 

Liu was deeply touched when 
he found the Party General Secre
tary knew more about their old 
classmates than he did. Hu once 
offered his money to help one of 
his classmates who was ill. He 
also helped a classmate's child 
pay the tuition to go to school. Al
though they are no more than pri
mary school classmates, Hu's sin
cerity proves he has never forgot
ten them, even after dozens of 
years of separation and vastly dif
ferent social positions. 

Without realizing it, they talked 
until evening. Hu asked Liu to 
have supper with him. Upon 

learning that Liu's mother will 
mark her 90th birthday, Hu gave 
Liu a big basket of oranges and 
four boxes of pastry as they were 
leaving. 

In a later letter Hu told his old 
classmate, "The specific historical 
conditions have given me great re
sponsibility. That is to say, I'm not 
worthy of the post I am taking. 
. . . So. I hope all my friends will 
not lavish any praise on me, which 
does not conform to the reality." 

S-Year-Old Goes 
To College 
fronr '^AN<3NriN 
(Guangming Daily) 

L IU Xiaobin, a boy of 5 and a 
half, was enrolled as a proba

tionary student in the early teen
ager class of the China University 
of Science and Technology. He has 
already mastered Chinese, mathe
matics, physics and chemistry to the 
level of junior middle school gra
duate. 

Liu is a native of Donghai 
County in Jiangsu Province. His 
father is the headmaster of a pri
mary scfiool and his mother teaches 
Chinese in a primary school. 

When he was only two and a 
half, Liu began learning Chinese 
characters with the help of his 
father. The boy took only three 
days to learn 293 characters — the 
first volume of a primary school 
textbook. After four months of 
study he had a good command of 
3,600 characters and would make 
phrases and sentences. 

Liu began studying mathematics 
at 4 years old. He spent six nights 
finishing the first volume of the 
primary school textbook on mathe
matics. He studied mathematics, 
physics and chemistry at the junior 
middle school level at the same 
speed, and did exceedingly well in 
his studies. 

Party Secretary and His Classmate 
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BUSINESS AND TRADE 

More Money to Import Technology 
" T h e s t a t e f u n d s s e t a s i d e t o i m 

p o r t t e c h n o l o g y a n d e q u i p m e n t i n 
t h e f i r s t h a l f o f 1 9 8 5 w i l l v e r y l i k e 
l y e q u a l o r e x c e e d t h e t o t a l a m o u n t 
a l l o c a t e d l a s t y e a r , " C a o J i a r u i , 
d e p u t y d i r e c t o r o f t h e T e c h 
n o l o g i c a l I m p o r t a n d E x p o r t D e 
p a r t m e n t o f t h e M i n i s t r y o f F o r e i g n 
E c o n o m i c R e l a t i o n s a n d T r a d e , 
s a i d i n a n i n t e r v i e w . 

" W e p r e d i c t t h a t t h e s t a t e f u n d s 
u s e d t h i s y e a r f o r t h i s p u r p o s e w i l l 
b e d o u b l e t h o s e o f l a s t y e a r , " C a o 
s a i d . 

C a o s a i d t h a t n o t l o n g a g o a 
c o n t r a c t w a s s i g n e d b e t w e e n C h i n a 
a n d W e s t G e r m a n y o n i m p o r t i n g 
a c o m p l e t e s e t o f h o t - r o l l i n g e q u i p 
m e n t f o r t h e B a o s h a n I r a n a n d 
S t e e l C o m p l e x . T h i s c o n t r a c t 
a l o n e . C a o s a i d , i n v o l v e s U S $ 4 7 0 
m i l l i o n . 

S i n c e C h i n a a d o p t e d t h e p o l i c y 
o f o p e n i n g t o t h e w o r l d i n 1 9 7 9 , 
m u c h a d v a n c e d t e c h n o l o g y a n d 
e q u i p m e n t h a s b e e n i m p o r t e d , t h e 
d e p u t y d i r e c t o r s a i d ( s e e t a b l e ) . 

P r i o r t o 1 9 7 9 C h i n a u s u a l l y i m 
p o r t e d c o m p l e t e s e t s o f l a r g e 
e q u i p m e n t . F o r e x a m p l e , d u r i n g 
t h a t p e r i o d C h i n a b o u g h t 1 3 c o m 
p l e t e s e t s o f c h e m i c a l f e r t i l i z e r f a c 

t o r y ( E q u i p m e n t f r o m o t h e r c o u n 
t r i e s . 

A f t e r 1 9 7 9 t h e s t a t e r e a d j u s t e d 
t h e p r o p o r t i o n s o f i m p o r t s , s h i f t i n g 
i t s f o c u s t o u p g r a d i n g e x i s t i n g 
e n t e r p r i s e s . M o r e s m a l l a n d m e 
d i u m - s i z e d s e t s o f e q u i p m e n t h a v e 
b e e n i m p o r t e d . C h i n a i s a l s o i n 
t e r e s t e d i n t h e l i c e n s i n g t r a d e a n d 
i n i m p o r t i n g m a n u f a c t u r i n g a n d 
p r o c e s s i n g t e c h n o l o g y . 

U n d e r t h e l i c e n s i n g c o n t r a c t s , t h e 
n u m b e r o f m a c h i n e s i m p o r t e d a n d 
t h e a m o u n t o f m o n e y s p e n t i n 
c r e a s e d b y 1 1 t i m e s i n t h e p e r i o d 
f r o m 1 9 7 9 - 8 4 o v e r t h o s e i m p o r t e d 
a n d s p e n t i n 1 9 7 3 - 7 8 . 

C h i n a i s w i l l i n g t o i m p o r t a d 
v a n c e d t e c h n o l o g i e s w h i c h a r e 
u s e d i n o t h e r c o u n t r i e s a n d a r e 
s u i t a b l e t o C h i n a ' s c o n d i t i o n s , b e 
c a u s e t e c h n o l o g i c a l i m p o r t s h e l p 
p u s h C h i n a ' s s o c i a l i s t m o d e r n i z a 
t i o n p r o g r a m m e f o r w a r d , C a o s a i d . 

H e a d d e d t h a t m a n y f o r e i g n e r s 
a r e c o n c e r n e d a b o u t t h e i r , p a t e n t e d 
t e c h n o l o g y a n d t h i s h a s i n v i t e d t h e 
a t t e n t i o n o f C h i n e s e g o v e r n m e n t 
d e p a r t m e n t s c o n c e r n e d . O n J a n 
u a r y 2 5 t h e C h i n a P a t e n t B u r e a u 
p u b l i s h e d D e t a i l e d R e g u l a t i o n s f o r 
t h e I m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f t h e P a t e n t 

N o . o f V a l u e G r o w t h R a t e 
P r o j e c t s ( U S $ m i l l i o n s ) ( % ) 

1 9 7 9 9 5 2 , 4 8 4 — 
1 9 8 0 1 1 5 1 , 9 8 0 - 2 0 . 2 9 

1 9 8 1 7 3 1 0 7 - 9 4 . 6 

1 9 8 2 1 0 2 3 6 2 + 2 3 8 . 6 

1 9 8 3 2 1 2 5 7 0 + 5 7 . 3 

1 9 8 4 3 3 6 1 , 0 0 0 + 7 5 . 4 

Note: Figures refeij only to planned state funds and bank credits. They do 
not include funds used by local authorities. 

L a w o f t h e P e o p l e ' s R e p u b l i c o f 
C h i n a . R e g u l a t i o n s o n t e c h n o l o g 
i c a l i m p o r t s a r e b e i n g d r a w n u p b y 
t h e T e c h n o l o g i c a l I m p o r t a n d E x 
p o r t D e p a r t m e n t . T h e y a r e e x 
p e c t e d t o b e p u b l i s h e d t h i s y e a r . 
A c o n f i d e n t i a l c l a u s e s t i p u l a t i n g 
t h a t t h e i m p o r t e r m u s t c o m m i t 
h i m s e l f n o t t o d i v u l g e o r s p r e a d 
a n y t e c h n o l o g i c a l s e c r e t s t o a n y 
t h i r d p a r t y i n C h i n a o r a b r o a d 
w i t h i n a p e r i o d a g r e e d u p o n b e 
t w e e n t h e t w o p a r t i e s w i l l b e a d d 
e d t o t h e r e g u l a t i o n s . 

T h e e c o n o m i c s i t u a t i o n i n t h e 
A s i a - P a c i f i c r e g i o n i s t h e m o s t 
p r o m i s i n g i n t h e w o r l d , C a o s a i d . 
C h i n a ' s u n t a p p e d m a r k e t h a s 
a t t r a c t e d m a n y b u s i n e s s r e p r e s e n t a 
t i v e s . C a o s a i d h e h o p e s m o r e i n 
d u s t r i a l , c o m m e r c i a l a n d t r a d e 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s w i l l c o m e f o r c l o s e 
c o - o p e r a t i o n w i t h C h i n a . 

T h e T e c h n o l o g i c a l I m p o r t a n d 
E x p o r t D e p a r t m e n t w a s e s t a b l i s h e d 
i n S e p t e m b e r 1 9 7 9 . I t s a i m i s t o 
o r g a n i z e t e c h n o l o g y i m p o r t s 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y a n d t o 
c r e a t e b e t t e r c o n d i t i o n s f o r c o n 
t a c t s a m o n g b u s i n e s s r e p r e s e n t a 
t i v e s a t h o m e a n d a b r o a d . 

China Petroleum Engineering Con
struction Corp. ( C P E C C ) . " T h e 
s e c r e t o f o u r s u c c e s s i s t h a t t h e 
p e r s o n n e l o f C P E C C a r e e x t r e m e l y 
e f f i c i e n t a n d w e l l - d i s c i p l i n e d , " s a i d 
K a n g W e i p i n g , v i c e - p r e s i d e n t o f 
C P E C C . C P E C C h a s c o n s t r u c t e d 
t w o r e f i n e r i e s , 2 0 s e t s o f o i l - p r o 
c e s s i n g i n s t a l l a t i o n s a n d t h r e e l a r g e 
o i l d e p o t s i n f i v e E u r o p e a n a n d 
A s i a n c o u n t r i e s . I t h a s a l s o c o n 
s t r u c t e d 1 8 0 o i l a n d g a s f i e l d s , 3 0 
l a r g e a n d m e d i u m - s i z e d r e f i n e r i e s , 
p e t r o c h e m i c a l w o r k s a n d d o z e n s 
o f o i l d e p o t s a n d l a i d s o m e 2 0 , 0 0 0 
k m o f p i p e l i n e s . T h e r e f o r e , s a i d 
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CPECC workers build an oil tank. 

K a n g , t h e c o r p o r a t i o n h a s r i c h e x 
p e r i e n c e i n b u i l d i n g o i l f i e l d s a n d 
d e v e l o p i n g t h e p e t r o c h e m i c a l i n 
d u s t r y . 

C P E C C h a s d o n e r e m a r k a b l y 
w e l l i n t h e M i d d l e E a s t . O n l a s t 
N o v e m b e r 4 t h e A l - Y a k d h a T r a d 
i n g a n d E l e c t r o - M e c h a n i c a l C o n 
t r a c t i n g E s t a b l i s h m e n t i n W a f r a , 
K u w a i t , p r e s e n t e d a c e r t i f i c a t e t o 
C P E C C o f f i c i a l s e x p r e s s i n g t h e i r 
c o m p l e t e s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h t h e q u a 
l i t y o f t a n k s i n s t a l l e d b y C P E C C . 

C P E C C - c o n s t r u c t e d b u i l d i n g s 
c o v e r i n g a t o t a l f l o o r s p a c e o f 
1 3 0 , 0 0 0 s q u a r e m e t r e s i n t h e J a h a l a 
I I r e g i o n w e r e p r a i s e d b y a l o c a l 
n e w s p a p e r as a " g o o d e x a m p l e o f 
h o u s i n g c o n s t r u c t i o n i n J a h a l a . " 

F o u n d e d i n J u n e 1 9 8 0 , 
C P E C C i s a s t a t e - r u n , c o m p r e h e n 
s i v e e n t e r p r i s e u n d e r t a k i n g p e t r o 
l e u m e x p l o r a t i o n , d r i l l i n g a n d 
e n g i n e e r i n g c o n s t r u c t i o n f o r 
f o r e i g n c o u n t r i e s . I t s s t a f f i n c l u d e s 
1 2 , 0 0 0 e n g i n e e r s , t e c h n i c i a n s a n d 
m a n a g e r i a l p e r s o n n e l a n d 1 2 2 , 0 0 0 
s k i l l e d w o r k e r s . I t s b u s i n e s s s c o p e 
i n c l u d e s d r i l l i n g e n g i n e e r i n g , l a y 
i n g o f ga s a n d o i l p i p e l i n e s , a n d 
c o n s t r u c t i o n o f o i l a n d gas f i e l d s , 
r e f i n e r i e s , p e t r o c h e m i c a l w o r k s , 
c h e m i c a l f e r t i h z e r p l a n t s , s y n t h e t i c 
f i b r e , n a t u r a l g a s p r o c e s s i n g p l a n t s , 
c i v i l e n g i n e e r i n g a n d o t h e r p r o j e c t s . 

C P E C C c a n u n d e r t a k e a w h o l e p r o 
j e c t o r d o j u s t o n e p a r t , i n c l u d i n g 
s u r v e y i n g , d e s i g n i n g , c o n s t r u c t i o n , 
i n s t a l l a t i o n , t r i a l - r u n a n d p e r s o n n e l 
t r a i n i n g . T h e c o r p o r a t i o n c a n a l s o 
o f f e r l a b o u r o r t e c h n i c a l s e r v i c e s . 
I t i s w i l l i n g t o g o i n t o b u s i n e s s 
w i t h f o r e i g n f i r m s b y s e t t i n g u p 
j o i n t v e n t u r e s . T h e c o r p o r a t i o n 
h a s o p e n e d o f f i c e s i n K u w a i t a n d 
I r a q . 

Z h a n g W e n b i n , c h a i r m a n o f t h e 
b o a r d o f d i r e c t o r s 

S h a n Y o n g f u , p r e s i d e n t 
A d d r e s s : L i u P u K a n g , B e i j i n g , 

C h i n a 
T e l e p h o n e : 4 4 4 4 0 4 
C a b l e : 3 1 1 1 B e i j i n g 
T e l e x : 2 0 0 4 7 C P E C C C N 

« * * 

More Public Bonds to Be Issued. 
A B a n k o f C h i n a s p o k e s m a n s a i d 
t h e b a n k w i l l i s s u e a n o t h e r s e t o f 
p u b l i c b o n d s w o r t h 2 0 , 0 0 0 m i l l i o n 
J a p a n e s e y e n t h i s M a r c h . 

T h e N o m u r a S e c u r i t i e s C o . L t d . 
o f J a p a n w i l l a c t as t h e r e p r e s e n 
t a t i v e u n d e r w r i t e r a n d t h e B a n k o f 
T o k y o w i l l h a n d l e t h e s a l e o f t h e 
b o n d s . 

T h e B a n k o f C h i n a s p e c i a l i z e s 
i n h a n d l i n g f o r e i g n c u r r e n c y i n 
C h i n a . I t h a s b e e n a c c r e d i t e d b y 
J a p a n e s e c r e d i t o r g a n i z a t i o n s . T h e 

B a n k o f C h i n a i s s u e d 2 0 , 0 0 0 m i l 
l i o n J a p a n e s e y e n i n p u b l i c b o n d s 
l a s t N o v e m b e r i n J a p a n . T h i s i s 
t h e s e c o n d t i m e t h e b a n k h a s i s s u 
e d p u b l i c b o n d s s i n c e i t s f o u n d i n g . 

N e w s I n B r i e f 
• T h e C o m p l e x e S u c r i e r d e 

L o t o k i l a , a s u g a r r e f i n e r y i n Z a i r e 
b u i l t w i t h C h i n a ' s a s s i s t a n c e , 
r e c e n t l y b e g a n t r i a l o p e r a t i o n s . 
T h e r e f i n e r y i s Z a i r e ' s t h i r d a n d 
h a s a d e s i g n e d c a p a c i t y o f p r e s s 
i n g 1 , 0 0 0 t o n s o f s u g a r c a n e d a i l y . 
I t c a n a l s o t u r n o u t 1 , 2 0 0 l i t r e s o f 
a l c o h o l p e r d a y . 

T h e c o m p l e t i o n o f t h e s u g a r r e 
f i n e r y w i l l h e l p e n d a s u g a r s h o r t 
a g e i n H a u t - Z a i r e a n d p r o v i d e j o b 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r t h e l o c a l p e o p l e . 

• T h e b r e e d i n g o f 3 , 0 0 0 C h i n e s e 
f r e s h w a t e r f i s h h a s c a u s e d a s e n 
s a t i o n i n t h e C e n t r a l A f r i c a n R e 
p u b l i c . T h e n e w l y h a t c h e d f i s h 
w e r e s e n t t o t h e C e n t r a l A f r i c a n 
R e p u b l i c b y a i r i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h 
a 1 9 7 6 e c o n o m i c c o - o p e r a t i o n 
a g r e e m e n t b e t w e e n t h e C h i n e s e 
g o v e r n m e n t a n d t h e A f r i c a n c o u n 
t r y . T h e s u r v i v a l r a t e o f t h e f r y 
r e a c h e d 9 9 . 5 p e r c e n t . F r y o f 1 -
2 c m l e n g t h g r e w t o 2 5 0 - g r a m m e 
f i s h i n j u s t f o u r m o n t h s . 

T h e C e n t r a l A f r i c a n R e p u b l i c 
i s a m o n g t h e r i c h e s t w a t e r r e 
s o u r c e s c o u n t r i e s i n t h e w o r l d , b u t 
t h e l o c a l p e o p l e h a v e n e v e r r a i s e d 
f i s h . R e p u b l i c P r e s i d e n t A n d r e 
K o l i n g b a s a i d t h e s u c c e s s f u l b r e e d 
i n g o f C h i n e s e f r y i s o f g r e a t 
h i s t o r i c s i g n i f i c a n c e a n d f i s h b r e e d 
i n g m e t h o d w i l l b e p o p u l a r i z e d 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y . 

• T h e I n v e s t m e n t B a n k o f C h i n a 
w i l l c o n t i n u e t o u s e f u n d s e x t e n d 
e d b y t h e W o r l d B a n k t h i s y e a r 
a n d , a t t h e s a m e t i m e , w i l l a d o p t 
m u l t i f a r i o u s w a y s o f r a i s i n g f u n d s 
f r o m a b r o a d s o as t o e x p a n d i t s 
s c o p e o f l o a n s . B y t h e e n d o f 1 9 8 4 , 
f o r e i g n c u r r e n c y f u n d s b o r r o w e d 
f r o m o t h e r c o u n t r i e s b y t h e I n v e s t 
m e n t B a n k o f C h i n a h a d r e a c h e d 
U S $ 2 4 5 m i l l i o n . 

F e b r u a r y 4. 1 9 8 5 31 



CULTURE AND SCIENCE 

Virtuoso's Embroidery Lives On 

T w o a t t r a c t i v e y o u n g w o m e n , 
s m i l i n g a n g e l i c a l l y , a r e s o v i v i d l y 
p o r t r a y e d t h e y s e e m r e a d y t o s t e p 
o f f t h e p i c t u r e ( s e e a b o v e ) a t o n e ' s 
c a l l . 

T h e s t u n n i n g l i f e l i k e q u a l i t y w a s 
a c h i e v e d t h r o u g h t h e s k i l l e d h a n d s 
o f e m b r o i d e r e r s i n t h e n o r t h e r n 
J i a n g s u c i t y o f N a n t o n g . K n o w n a s 
caijingxiu, o r " m a n y - c o l o u r e d n e e d 
l e w o r k , " t h i s f o r m o f a r t i s a n e w 
c h a p t e r i n t r a d i t i o n a l C h i n e s e 
e m b r o i d e r y . V i e w e d f r o m a d i s 
t a n c e , t h e l a n d s c a p e a n d i m a g e s 
s h i n e d a z z l i n g l y . A n d a t c l o s e 
s c r u t i n y , o n e s e e s e l a b o r a t e f l o r a l 
m o t i f s w r o u g h t i n c o l o u r e d s i l k s 
w i t h i n e q u a l l y f i n e f l o r a l p a t t e r n s , 
g i v i n g a d e c o r a t i v e s t y l e w h i c h 
n e v e r f a i l s t o d r a w o o h s a n d a a h s 
f r o m a r t l o v e r s . 

B u t caijingxiu i s n o t t h e o n l y 
v a l u a b l e b r a n c h o f N a n t o n g e m 
b r o i d e r y . E v e n m o r e p r e s t i g e o u s 
i s fangzhengxiu, m e a n i n g " t r u e - t o -
l i f e e m b r o i d e r y . " I n t h i s s c h o o l , 
s t i t c h e s a r e e x e c u t e d i n c l o s e - l a i d 
r o u n d s t o f o r m s m o o t h , b r i g h t s u r 
f a c e s . F i g u r e s t h u s p o r t r a y e d b e a r 
a c l o s e r e s e m b l a n c e t o r e a l - l i f e p e o 
p l e i n e v e r y t h i n g f r o m s k i n c o l o u r 
t o f a c i a l e x p r e s s i o n . D i f f e r e n t 
m e t h o d s a r e u s e d w i t h f l u i d i t y a n d 
f r e e d o m t o r e p r o d u c e t h e i m a g e s 
o f a n i m a l s . W h e n i t c o m e s t o 
l a n d s c a p e s , t h e c o l o u r i n g c h a n g e s 
a s i f b y m a g i c , i t s r i c h n e s s g r a d u a l 
l y f a d i n g i n t o n o t h i n g n e s s t o b r i n g 
o u t t h e s u b t l e t y a n d d e p t h o f t h e 
s c e n e r y . 

N a n t o n g e m b r o i d e r e r s o w e m u c h 
o f t h e i r a c h i e v e m e n t i n fangzheng
xiu a n d o t h e r s c h o o l s o f e m b r o i 
d e r y t o S h e n S h o u ( 1 8 7 4 - 1 9 2 1 ) , a 
n e e d l e w o r k v i r t u o s o w h o s e d i l i g e n t 
w o r k h e l p e d p r o p e l N a n t o n g e m 
b r o i d e r y t o n a t i o n a l p r o m i n e n c e . 
S m a l l w o n d e r p r a i s e s w e r e l a v i s h 
e d o n S h e n n o t l o n g a g o , w h e n t h e 
c i t y c o m m e m o r a t e d h e r 1 1 0 t h 
b i r t h d a y . 

B o r n i n t o a n e d u c a t e d y e t p o o r 
f a m i l y , S h e n d e v e l o p e d a p e n c h a n t 
f o r e m b r o i d e r y a s a y o u n g g i r l . 
W h i l e l e a r n i n g h o w t o r e a d a n d 
w r i t e f r o m h e r f a t h e r , s h e s o l d h e r 
e m b r o i d e r y w o r k s t o h e l p d e f r a y 
f a m i l y e x p e n s e s . 

H e r l i f e t o o k a d r a s t i c t u r n w h e n 
s h e m a r r i e d a r i c h , s u c c e s s f u l Q i n g 
D y n a s t y s c h o l a r w h o w a s a l s o a n 
a r t l o v e r . W i t h h e r h u s b a n d ' s s u p 
p o r t , s h e t u r n e d e m b r o i d e r y f r o m 
a m e r e m e a n s o f l i v i n g i n t o a 
b r a n c h o f a r t . I m p r o v i n g a n d r e 
f i n i n g t h e a r t w a s h e r c r u s a d e f o r 
t h e r e s t o f h e r l i f e . 

S h e n ' s g o o d f o r t u n e c o n t i n u e d i n 
1 9 0 4 , w h e n t h e E m p r e s s D o w a g e r , 
p l e a s e d w i t h S h e n ' s g i f t f o r h e r 
7 0 t h b i r t h d a y . Birthday Greetings 
from the Eight Immortals, a r r a n g 
e d a v i s i t t o J a p a n f o r S h e n a n d h e r 
h u s b a n d . T h a t t o u r p r o v e d a n 
i m m e n s e l y r e w a r d i n g e x p e r i e n c e , 
e n a b l i n g S h e n t o d r a w o n t h e l i g h t 
i n g a n d c o l o u r i n g t e c h n i q u e s f r o m 
W e s t e r n s k e t c h e s , o i l p a i n t i n g s a n d 
p h o t o g r a p h y t o f o u n d a n e w s c h o o l 
o f C h i n e s e e m b r o i d e r y . 

I n 1 9 0 6 , S h e n ' s e m b r o i d e r e d p i c 
t u r e o f a n I t a l i a n e m p r e s s w o n a 
p r i z e f o r o u t s t a n d i n g w o r k a t a 
w o r l d ' s f a i r h e l d i n T u r i n , I t a l y . 
L a t e r t h e Q i n g c o u r t p r e s e n t e d t h i s 
m a s t e r p i e c e t o t h e I t a l i a n e m p e r o r . 
N i n e y e a r s l a t e r s h e w o n a f i r s t -

c l a s s a w a r d f o r h e r e m b r o i d e r e d 
p o r t r a i t o f J e s u s C h r i s t . H e r s w a n 
s o n g , a p i c t u r e o f a f a m o u s A m e r i 
c a n s i n g e r , s u r p r i s e d a r t l o v e r s w i t h 
i t s s u p e r b c r a f t s m a n s h i p . W h e n t h e 
w o r k w a s s h o w n i n t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s , t h e s i n g e r t r i e d t o b u y i t 
f o r U S S 5 , 0 0 0 . B u t t o h e r d i s a p 
p o i n t m e n t , t h e o f f e r w a s t u r n e d 
d o w n f l a t . 

S h e n w o r k e d f o r a w h i l e a s a 
t e a c h e r i n t h e i m p e r i a l e m b r o i d e r y 
s c h o o l . L a t e r s h e w a s i n v i t e d b y 
Z h a n g J i a n , a f a m o u s p a t r i o t i c e n 
t r e p r e n e u r , t o p r e s i d e o v e r t h e 
N a n t o n g E m b r o i d e r y T r a i n i n g 
S c h o o l . Z h a n g r e g a r d e d S h e n ' s 
w o r k s o f J e s u s C h r i s t a n d t h e 
A m e r i c a n s i n g e r a s i n v a l u a b l e 
m u s e u m p i e c e s , w h i c h c o u l d b e 
a d m i r e d b u t n e v e r s o l d . U n f o r t u n a 
t e l y b o t h p i e c e s w e r e l o s t d u r i n g 
t h e w a r s w h i c h f o l l o w e d . 

O n c e a m a s t e r o f a r t d i e s , m o r e 
o f t e n t h a n n o t , h i s o r - h e r s k i l l s 
a l s o v a n i s h . B u t t h a t i s n o t t h e 
c a s e w i t h S h e n . S h e p a s s e d h e r 
e x p e r t i s e t o m a n y s t u d e n t s , a n d 
w h a t w a s m o r e , d u r i n g h e r l a s t 
d a y s s h e d i c t a t e d a l l h e r e x p e r i 
e n c e s t o Z h a n g . T h e r e s u l t w a s a 
m a n u a l o f e m b r o i d e r y , w h i c h h a s 
b e e n d e a r l y t r e a s u r e d b y p o s t e r i t y . 

C O R R E C T I O N : In Issue No. 4, the 
second paragraph in the third column 
on page 8 should read: " A Chinese 
Foreign Ministry spokesman said on 
January 17 that China is paying close 
attention to the case." 
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SPORTS 

China's Badminton Battlers Flex Muscles 
C h i n e s e s h u t t l e r s c e m e n t e d t h e i r 

i m a g e as b a d m i n t o n p o w e r s w h e n 
t h e y c o l l e c t e d t h r e e o u t o f t h e f i v e 
t i t l e s u p f o r g r a b s a t t h e H o n g 
k o n g O p e n B a d m i n t o n C h a m p i o n 
s h i p l a s t m o n t h ' . 

C h i n a ' s Y a n g Y a n g ' o u t p l a y e d 
1 9 8 4 G r a n d P r i x c h a m p i o n M o r 
t e n F r o s t o f D e n m a r k , 1 5 - 1 0 , 1 5 -
1 1 , i n t h e f i n a l s t o w i n t h e m e n ' s 
' s i n g l e s t i t l e . W i t h t h e v i c t o r y , 
Y a n g t a k e s t h e l e a d i n t h e c o m p e t i 
t i o n f o r t h i s y e a r ' s 1 8 - l e g G r a n d 
P r i x c h a m p i o n s h i p , o f w h i c h t h e 
H o n g k o n g t o u r n e y w a s t h e o p e n e r . 

H a n A i p i n g a n d Z h e n g Y u l i o f 
C h i n a f i n i s h e d o n e - t w o i n t h e 
w o m e n ' s s i n g l e s e v e n t . A n d H a n 
a n d h e r t e a m m a t e X u R o n g p a i r e d 
o f f t o w i n t h e w o m e n ' s d o u b l e s 
t i t l e b y d e f e a t i n g C h i n e s e t e a m 
m a t e s W u D i x i a n d L i n Y i n g . 

•• M e n ' s d o u b l e s a n d m i x e d 
d o u b l e s t i t l e s w e n t t o t h e D a n e s 
a n d t h e B r i t i s h r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

C h i n a ' s w o m e n ' s b a d m i n t o n 
t e a m w a s t h e t e a m t o b e a t i n t h e 
1 2 i n t e r n a t i o n a l t o u r n e y s l a s t y e a r 
i n w h i c h i t p a r t i c i p a t e d . T h e 
w o m e n p l a y e r s d i s p l a y e d b e t t e r 
s t a m i n a , s p e e d , f o o t w o r k a n d 
s k i l l s . T h e y w o n 1 1 o f t h e 1 2 
w o m e n ' s s i n g l e s t i t l e s a n d t o p p l a y 
e r s L i n ' Y i n g a n d W u D i x i n e v e r 
l o s t a m a t c h . C h i n a e n t e r e d i t s 
w o m e n ' s t e a m i n t h e U b e r C u p 
c h a m p i o n s h i p f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e i n 
1 9 8 4 a n d t h e y e a s i l y b r e e z e d 
t h r o u g h t h e t o u r n a m e n t , t a k i n g 
t h e c u p w i t h o u t l o s i n g a s i n g l e 
m a t c h . 

I n c o m p a r i s o n . C h i n a ' s ' m e n ' s 
t e a m i s s t i l l b u i l d i n g . T h e s q u a d 
i s i n a p e r i o d o f t r a n s i t i o n , a s 
v e t e r a n s b o w o u t a n d g r e e n h o r n s 
r e a d y t h e m s e l v e s f o r b i g - t i m e c o n 
t e s t s . L a s t y e a r ' s m a j o r i n t e r n a 
t i o n a l b a d m i n t o n c l a s h e s p r o v e d 

m o s t s e e d e d p l a y e r s w e r e p l a y i n g 
n e c k - a n d - n e c k g a m e s , w i t h o n l y 
D e n m a r k ' s F r o s t d o m i n a t i n g h i s 
m a t c h e s . 

I n t h e w a k e o f t h e i r T h o m a s 
C u p l o s s t o t h e I n d o n e s i a n s l a s t 
M a y , t h e C h i n e s e m e n h a v e b e e n 
t r a i n i n g h a r d t o r e a d y t h e i r y o u n g 
r e s e r v e s , e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e m e n ' s 
d o u b l e s e v e n t . T h e y a r e e m p h a 
s i z i n g b a s i c s t r o k e s a n d f a s t a n d 
a g g r e s s i v e t a c t i c s . T h e t e a m ' s u p -
a n d - c o m i n g s h u t t l e r s a r e f l e e t -
f o o t e d , h a r d - s m a s h i n g a n d v e r s a 
t i l e . 

Y a n g , w h o f i n i s h e d s e c o n d i n 
l a s t y e a r ' s T h o m a s C u p m e n ' s 
s i n g l e s e v e n t , a n d S c o t t i s h O p e n 
c h a m p i o n Z h a o f i a n h u a w i l l p o s e 
t h r e a t s ' a g a i n s t t o p - r a n k e d F r o s t , 
w h i l e t h e I n d o n e s i a n s a r e r i o t t o 
b e d i s m i s s e d a s t o p c h a l l e n g e r s . 

C h i n e s e p l a y e r s f r o m t h e H o n g 
k o n g t o u r n a m e n t , j o i n e d b y l a s t 
y e a r ' s A l l - E n g l a n d w o m e n ' s s i n 

g l e s c h a m p i o n L i L i n g w e i , l a s t 
w e e k p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t h e J a p a n 
O p e n B a d m i n t o n C h a m p i o n s h i p , 
t h e Y o n e x C u p . 

T h e s q u a d f a c e s a f u l l s c h e d u l e 
t h i s y e a r . T h i s m o n t h t h e y w i l l 
c o m p e t e i n t h e M a l a y s i a n A s i a n 
I n t e r c i t y B a d m i n t o n C h a m p i o n 
s h i p . T h e y t h e n t r a v e l t o W e s t 
G e r m a n y , D e n m a r k a n d S w e d e n 
t o t u n e u p f o r t h e a n n u a l A l l - E n g 
l a n d C h a m p i o n s h i p i n M a r c h . 
O t h e r o u t i n g s w i l l i n c l u d e t h e 
A s i a n B a d m i n t o n C h a m p i o n s h i p 
i n M a l a y s i a i n A p r i l ; t h e b i - a n n u a l 
W o r l d B a d m i n t o n C h a m p i o n s h i p 
i n C a n a d a i n J u n e ; t h e i n t e r n a 
t i o n a l o p e n c h a m p i o n s h i p s i n 
M a l a y s i a a n d I n d o n e s i a i n J u l y ; 
t h e f i f t h W o r l d C u p B a d m i n t o n 
C h a m p i o n s h i p i n S e p t e m b e r ; t h e 
S c a n d i n a v i a O p e n a n d t h e B r i t i s h 
G r a n d P r i x i n O c t o b e r ; t h e P o l a n d 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l t o u r n e y i n N o v e m b e r 
a n d t h e 1 9 8 5 G r a n d P r i x f i n a l e i n 
D e c e m b e r . 
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B O O K S 

Blind Author Writes With Clear Vision 
T o w r i t e a n o v e l i s h a r d w o r k , 

e v e n f o r a s e a s o n e d w r i t e r . W h a t 
e n o r m o u s d i f f i c u l t i e s t h e n w o u l d 
a b l i n d p e r s o n h a v e t o o v e r c o m e 
t o w r i t e a n o v e l ? I t i s h a r d t o 
i m a g i n e . 

The Story of "Pipa" ( i n C h i n e s e ) 
i s t h e f i r s t n o v e l o f Z h e n g R o n g 
c h e n , a b l i n d m a n l i v i n g i n T i a n j i n . 
T h o u g h u n a b l e t o s e e , Z h e n g s h o w s 
h i s r e a d e r s a m o v i n g , d r a m a t i c 
w o r l d , v i v i d l y d e s c r i b e d . 

T h e n o v e l r e c o u n t s t h e l i f e o f a 
b l i n d tTiusician, L u Y a n g , s o n o f 
a p o o r t e a c h e r . H e l o s e s h i s e y e 
s i g h t as a c h i l d b e c a u s e h i s f a t h e r 
d o e s n o t h a v e t h e m o n e y t o t a k e 
h i m t o a d o c t o r w h e n L u f a l l s i l l . 

I t i s b e f o r e l i b e r a t i o n . W i t h t h e 
h e l p o f h i s f a t h e r a n d f r i e n d s , L u 
g r o w s i n t o a s i m p l e , i n t e l l i g e n t , 
g o o d - h e a r t e d y o u n g m a n . 

D e t e r m i n e d t o d e v o t e h i m s e l f t o 
m u s i c , h e p u t s a l l h i s e f f o r t s i n t o 
l e a r n i n g t h e pipa ( a p l u c k e d s t r i n g 
i n s t r u m e n t w i t h a f r e t t e d f i n g e r 
b o a r d ) a n d t h e t e c h n i q u e s o f f o l k 
s i n g i n g a n d s t o r y t e l l i n g . H i s t a l e n t 

a n d k i n d n e s s w i n t h e h e a r t o f L i n 
l u , h i s t e a c h e r ' s d a u g h t e r . T h e y 
g e t m a r r i e d , a n d s o o n a c h i l d i s 
e x p e c t e d . 

L a t e r , Z h a n g F e i h u , a l o c a l 
v i l l a i n , h a s L u ' s t e a c h e r m u r d e r e d 
a n d t h e n t a k e s L i n J u a w a y b y 
f o r c e . L e f t b y h i m s e l f , L u t h r o w s 
h i m s e l f i n t o a r i v e r . B u t h e i s 
s a v e d b y a n o l d w o r k e r w h o i s a n 
u n d e r g r o u n d C o m m u n i s t P a r t y 
m e m b e r . L u j o i n s t h e r e v o l u t i o n . 

A f t e r l i b e r a t i o n , w i t h t h e c o n 
c e r n o f t h e P a r t y , L u r e c e i v e s m e d 
i c a l t r e a t m e n t a n d h i s v i s i o n i s 
r e s t o r e d . T h e P a r t y s e n d s h i m t o 
a m u s i c i n s t i t u t e . U p o n g r a d u a t i o n 
h e i s m a d e h e a d o f t h e t r a d i t i o n a l 
C h i n e s e m u s i c d e p a r t m e n t . 

B e c a u s e h i s v i e w s d i f f e r f r o m 
t h o s e o f t h e P a r t y g e n e r a l b r a n c h 
s e c r e t a r y , L u i s d e s i g n a t e d a " r i g h t 
i s t " d u r i n g t h e a n t i - r i g h t i s t c a m 
p a i g n i n 1 9 5 7 a n d i s s e n t t o a 
m o u n t a i n v i l l a g e t o d o m a n u a l 
l a b o u r . 

L u a l s o a d o p t s t h e s o n o f a m a n 

Zheng Rongchen (left) with Deng Pufong, deputy director of the China 
Welfare Fund for the Handicapped. 

w h o d i e d f o r t h e r e v o l u t i o n . H e 
n a m e s t h e b o y L u Y u c h u n . F o r t h e 
s a k e o f t h e c h i l d ' s h e a l t h , L u g i v e s 
m o s t o f h i s m e a g r e f o o d t o t h e b o y . 
S o o n h i s h e a l t h b r e a k s d o w n a n d 
h e g o e s b l i n d a g a i n . 

A f t e r t h e l a b e l o f " r i g h t i s t " i s 
r e m o v e d , L u r e t u r n s t o T i a n j i n 
w h e r e h e w o r k s i n a f a c t o r y f o r 
t h e b l i n d . F r o m t i m e t o t i m e t h e 
i m a g e o f L i n J u f l a s h e s a c r o s s h i s 
h e a r t . H e h e a r d t h a t L i n h a d h u n g 
h e r s e l f a f t e r s h e w a s t a k e n a w a y . 
B u t i n f a c t , L i n i s s t i l l a l i v e . S h e 
e s c a p e d w i t h h e r d a u g h t e r , X i a o 
J u , t o h e r h o m e t o w n i n t h e s o u t h 
a n d h a s l i v e d t h e r e s i n c e . 

A f t e r t h e " c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n " 
b r e a k s o u t i n 1 9 6 6 , X i a o J u i s s e n t 
t o w o r k i n H e i l o n g j i a n g P r o v i n c e . 
T h e r e s h e m e e t s L u Y u c h u n , L u ' s 
a d o p t e d s o n . S i m i l a r e x p e r i e n c e s 
a n d i n t e r e s t s b r i n g t h e m t o g e t h e r . 
T h e y f a l l i n l o v e a n d g i v e e a c h 
o t h e r a g i f t . L u Y u c h u n g i v e s 
X i a o J u a s m a l l pipa m a d e o f j a d e , 
w h i c h s h e l a t e r b r i n g s h o m e w i t h 
h e r . W h e n h e r m o t h e r sees t h e 
s m a l l pipa, s h e is o v e r w h e l m e d b y 
h e r f e e l i n g s . 

L a t e r , a s t h e y o u n g c o u p l e g e t 
h a p p i l y m a r r i e d , L u a n d L i n a r e 
a l s o r e u n i t e d a f t e r 3 0 y e a r s o f s u f 
f e r i n g . 

T h e a u t h o r e x p r e s s e s t h e d e e p 
f e e l i n g s o f t w o g e n e r a t i o n s o f 
c h a r a c t e r s t h r o u g h t h e pipa. T h i s 
l i t e r a r y d e v i c e , i s a t r a d i t i o n a l 
C h i n e s e t e c h n i q u e a p p l i e d i n m a n y 
c l a s s i c a l n o v e l s . 

I m u s t c o n f e s s t h a t 1 w a s c o m 
p l e t e l y o v e r w h e l m e d b y t h e n o v e l 
w h e n I r e a d i t . I b u r n e d w i t h 
a n g e r , r e j o i c e d a n d w a s c h o k e d 
w i t h t e a r s . A n d t h a t a b l i n d m a n 
c o u l d m a k e m e see s o m u c h m a k e s 
i t a l l t h e m o r e w o n d e r f u l . 

— b y W a n g H o n g m o 
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G i v e U p S m o k i n g , D e a r F r i e n d s . 

jieyanbapengyou 
jieyanbapengyou 

W e l c o m e t o S h a n g h a i f o r E c o n o m i c C o - o p e r a t i o n . 

China's Picture Posters 
W i t h v a r i o u s a r t i s t i c t e c h n i q u e s , C h i n a ' s p o s t e r s c a r r y 

s t r o n g t h e m e s t h r o u g h i n g e n i o u s i m a g e s . V i e w e r s a r e 
i m m e d i a t e l y i m p r e s s e d b y t h e i r v i s u a l i m p a c t . 

jie SHu ling ren tong xIn de fen li ju mian 

P r o t e c t E n d a n g e r e d W i l d l i f e . 

ART P A Q E = jie Shu ling ren tong xin de fen li ju mian 
P u t a n E n d t o t h e L o n g a n d P a i n f u l S e p a r a t i o n . 



Coming Out Soont 

Two Volumes of Current Interest 

The Hongkong Solution (No. 6 of the "China & the World" series) will help readers understand the "one 
country, two systems" concept and its application to Hongkong. 

In addition to the full text of the Joint Declaration of the Government of the People's Republic of China and the 
Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland on the Question of Hongkong, the book 
includes the elaboration by the Chinese government on its basic policies regarding Hongkong and speeches made 
by the Chinese and British heads of government. It also contains talks end articles by Chinese leaders and famous 
experts on the "one country, two systems" concept, on the establishment of the Hongkong Administrative Region and 
maintenance of Hongkong's economic prosperity and social stability. Background information about the region is 
also given. 

A second book Open Policy at Work (No. 10 of the "China Today" series) will feature speeches by Chinese 
leaders and carry articles by officials from the Ministry of Foreign Economic Relations and Trade about principles 
and policies on use of foreign funds, technology import, contracting foreign projects, providing labour services, 
extending aid to foreign countries and accepting international aid. 

The book will feature background materials and regulations relevant to economic relations with other 
countries. 

Edited and published by B E I J I N G R E V I E W 

Distributed by the CHINA INTERNATIONAL B O O K T R A D I N G C O R P . 
( G U O J I S H U D I A N ) , P.O. Box 399, Beijing, China 
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