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Sihe Township in Liuhe County, Jiangsu Province, is famous for its painting by local farmers. 
Through their paintings, the farmers express their desire to pursue beauty in life. Early this 
year , 35 local farmers were invited to exhibit more than 100 of their paintings at Missouri 
University in the United States. 

Above: Farmer Wang Linshan painting at home. 

Decorative paintings like the one in this kitchen are often found in farm homes in Sihe Township. 
Photos by Gao Meiji 
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•i NOTES FROM THE EDITORS 

Multi-Candidate Election in Provinces 
by LI Li 

The e l e c t i o n s o f n e w l e a d e r s t o 
p r o v i n c i a l p e o p l e ' s c o n g r e s s e s 

a n d g o v e r n m e n t s a c r o s s t h e 
c o u n t r y , h e l d e v e r y five y e a r s , 
c a m e t o a n e n d i n e a r l y A u g u s t . 
F o r t h e first t i m e , c a n d i d a t e s w e r e 
n o m i n a t e d b y p r o v i n c i a l d e p u t i e s 
a n d t h e i r t o t a l n u m b e r w a s g r e a t e r 
t h a n t h e n u m b e r o f p o s i t i o n s a t 
s t a k e . U n d o u b t e d l y t h i s m a r k e d a 
n e w s t ep f o r w a r d f o r d e m o c r a c y . 

T h e e l e c t i o n s w e r e c o n d u c t e d i n 
a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e O r g a n i c L a w 
o f t h e P e o p l e ' s R e p u b l i c o f C h i n a 
o n L o c a l P e o p l e ' s C o n g r e s s e s a n d 
L o c a l P e o p l e ' s G o v e r n m e n t s a t 
A l l L e v e l s r e v i s e d a t t h e 1 8 t h 
S e s s i o n o f t h e S i x t h N P C S t a n d i n g 
C o m m i t t e e i n 1 9 8 6 . T h e l a w 
s t i p u l a t e s t h a t m u l t i - c a n d i d a t e 
e l e c t i o n s o f n e w l e a d e r s s h o u l d be 
i n t r o d u c e d a t a l l l e v e l s o f l o c a l 
p e o p l e ' s c o n g r e s s e s a n d g o v e r n 
m e n t s . I n o r d e r t o s t a n d , a 
c a n d i d a t e h a s t o b e n o m i n a t e d b y 
o v e r t e n d e p u t i e s p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n 
t h e v o t i n g . T h e l a w w a s first 
a p p H e d i n t h e 1 9 8 7 e l e c t i o n s o f 
n e w l e a d e r s h i p a t c o u n t y a n d 
t o w n s h i p l e v e l s . 

I n t h i s y e a r ' s e l e c t i o n s , t h e 
m u l t i - c a n d i d a t e s y s t e m w a s a p 
p l i e d t o t h e e l e c t i o n o f : v i c e -
c h a i r m e n o f p e o p l e ' s c o n g r e s s e s 
a n d d e p u t y g o v e r n o r s i n 2 8 
p r o v i n c e s , a u t o n o m o u s r e g i o n s 
a n d m u n i c i p a l i t i e s ; c h a i r m e n o f 
p e o p l e ' s cong re s se s i n 11 p r o 
v i n c e s , a u t o n o m o u s r e g i o n s a n d 
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s ; t h e c h a i r m e n a n d 
g o v e r n o r s o f e i g h t p r o v i n c e s a n d 
a u t o n o m o u s r e g i o n s ; t h e p r e s i 
d e n t s o f t h e h i g h e r p e o p l e ' s c o u r t s 
i n 13 p r o v i n c e s ; a n d t h e 
p r o c u r a t o r - g e n e r a l s o f p e o p l e ' s 
p r o c u r a t e s i n 11 p r o v i n c e s a n d 
a u t o n o m o u s r e g i o n s . T h e n u m b e r 

o f c a n d i d a t e s n o m i n a t e d w a s 2 4 
p e r c e n t g r e a t e r t h a n t h e v a c a n t 
p o s i t i o n s , p r o v i d i n g g r e a t se lec
t i v e r o o m f o r t h e v o t i n g d e p u t i e s . 

I n t h e p r e l i m i n a r y r o u n d , 5 9 3 
c a n d i d a t e s w e r e r e c o m m e n d e d b y 
l o c a l P a r t y c o m m i t t e e s , o f w h o m 
4 9 9 w e r e e l e c t e d . O f t h e c a n d i 
d a t e s w h o w e r e n o t e l e c t e d , 2 6 h a d 
o r i g i n a l l y h e l d p o s t s o f d e p u t y -
g o v e r n o r o r a b o v e . I n t h e s e c o n d 
r o u n d , 9 9 w e r e j o i n t l y n o m i n a t e d 
b y d e p u t i e s a n d d e c i d e d t o b e 
f o r m a l c a n d i d a t e s , 12 w e r e 
e l e c t e d . 

B e f o r e r e c o m m e n d i n g p r o s p e c 
t i v e c a n d i d a t e s , l o c a l P a r t y 
c o m m i t t e e s h a d c o n s u l t e d a g r e a t 
n u m b e r o f p e o p l e . I n o n e 
p r o v i n c e , a b o u t 5 , 0 0 0 p e o p l e t o o k 
p a r t i n r e c o m m e n d i n g o r e v a l u a t 
i n g t h e w o r k o f p o s s i b l e 
c a n d i d a t e s . A t t h e s a m e t i m e , t h e 
O r g a n i z a t i o n D e p a r t m e n t o f t h e 
C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e o f t h e 
C o m m u n i s t P a r t y o f C h i n a w i d e l y 
s o l i c i t e d o p i n i o n s o n p r o s p e c t i v e 
o f f i c i a l s . B e c a u s e o f t h i s w i d e 
s p r e a d d e m o c r a t i c c o n s u l t a t i o n , 
c a n d i d a t e s r e p r e s e n t e d t h e w i s h e s 
o f t h e o v e r w h e l m i n g m a j o r i t y o f 
p e o p l e , a n d s o t h e i r r a t e o f 
e l e c t i o n w a s c o m p a r a t i v e l y h i g h . 

T h e p r o v i n c i a l p e o p l e ' s d e 
p u t i e s e x p r e s s e d a s t r o n g sense o f 
d e m o c r a c y . T h e y t o o k t o h e a r t t h e 
d e m o c r a t i c r i g h t s t h e l a w h a d 
g i v e n t h e m a n d g a v e m u c h 
t h o u g h t t o t h e f a i r n e s s a n d 
a c c u r a c y o f t h e v o t i n g . W i t h t h e 
b r e a k f r o m t h e o u t m o d e d c o n v e n 
t i o n t h a t a c a n d i d a t e , o n c e 
n o m i n a t e d , w o u l d d e f i n i t e l y b e 
e l e c t e d , t h e n o t i o n t h a t o f f i c i a l s 
c a n o n l y ge t p r o m o t i o n s b u t n e v e r 
d e m o t i o n s w a s p u s h e d a s i d e . T h i s 
w i l l m e a n t h a t t h e p e o p l e ' s 
d e p u t i e s c a n n o w p l a y a n e f f e c t i v e 

r o l e i n s u p e r v i s i n g t h e w o r k o f a l l 
g o v e r n m e n t o f f i c i a l s . 

T h e e l e c t i o n s h a v e m o d i f i e d t h e 
p r o f i l e o f p r o v i n c i a l l e a d e r s h i p . 
T h e p r o p o r t i o n o f g o v e r n o r s , a n d 
d e p u t e g o v e r n o r s ( c h a i r m e n a n d 
m a y o r s ) u n d e r 5 0 h a s i n c r e a s e d 
f r o m 18 p e r c e n t t o 2 6 p e r c e n t a n d 
t h e n u m b e r w i t h a c o l l e g e 
e d u c a t i o n f r o m 6 9 p e r c e n t t o 7 4 
p e r c e n t . F o r t h e c h a i r m e n a n d 
v i c e - c h a i r m e n o f t h e p e o p l e ' s 
c o n g r e s s , t h e n u m b e r u n d e r 6 0 
y e a r s o l d r o s e , f r o m 8 p e r c e n t t o 3 0 
p e r c e n t a n d t h o s e w i t h a c o l l e g e 
e d u c a t i o n f r o m 3 3 p e r c e n t t o 4 4 
p e r c e n t . O f t h e 6 3 n e w l y e l e c t e d 
d e p u t y g o v e r n o r s ( c h a i r m e n a n d 
m a y o r s ) , t h e o v e r w h e l m i n g 
m a j o r i t y h a d h e l d l e a d i n g p o s t s a t 
p r e f e c t u r a l l e v e l o r i n m u n i c i p a l 
d e p a r t m e n t s a n d b u r e a u s , s o t h e y 
a l r e a d y possess r i c h e x p e r i e n c e 
a n d s t r o n g l e a d e r s h i p c a p a b i l i t y . 

M o r e i m p o r t a n t l y , t h e n e w l y 
e l e c t e d p r o v i n c i a l l e a d e r s s e e m t o 
h a v e a s t r o n g e r sense o f b e i n g 
p u b l i c s e r v a n t s . M a n y o f t h e n e w 
p r o v i n c i a l g o v e r n o r s a n d m a y o r s 
p u b l i c i z e d t h e s p e c i f i c o b j e c t i v e s 
o f t h e i r t e r m i n o f f i c e . S o m e 
p r o v i n c i a l g o v e r n m e n t s c l e a r l y 
d e f i n e d t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s o f e a c h 
o f t h e l e a d i n g o f f i c i a l s a n d m a d e 
t h e i r g o a l s k n o w n t o t h e p u b l i c , 
c o n s c i o u s l y p l a c i n g t h e m u n d e r 
t h e s u p e r v i s i o n o f t h e p e o p l e . 

O f c o u r s e , t h e r e c e n t e l e c t i o n s 
w e r e b y n o m e a n s p e r f e c t . S o m e 
l a w s h a v e p r o v e d i n c o m p l e t e , a n d 
w i l l n e e d t o be m o d i f i e d a n d 
s u p p l e m e n t e d w i t h m o r e d e t a i l e d 
r u l e s . N e v e r t h e l e s s , b r e a k t h 
r o u g h s h a v e b e e n m a d e i n t h e 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f t h e e l e c t o r a l 
l a w , a n d w i t h i t p r o g r e s s i n 
d e m o c r a c y . • 
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EVENTS/TRENDS 

State Council to Act 

At a n A u g u s t 3 0 m e e t i n g c h a i r e d 
b y P r e m i e r L i P e n g , t h e 

C h i n e s e S t a t e C o u n c i l d e c i d e d t o 
t a k e m e a s u r e s t o e n s u r e t h a t t h e 
r a t e o f i n c r e a s e i n p r i c e s o f r e t a i l 
g o o d s s l o w s n e x t y e a r . 

T h e c o u n c i l d i s c u s s e d a n d 
a n a l y s e d t h e c u r r e n t m a r k e t a n d 
p r i c i n g s i t u a t i o n a n d v o t e d 
u n a n i m o u s l y t o i m p r o v e p r i c e 
a d m i n i s t a r t i o n a n d t o a c h i e v e 
g r e a t e r m a r k e t s t a b i l i t y . 

T h e 1 0 t h m e e t i n g o f t h e 
P o l i t i c a l B u r e a u o f t h e C h i n e s e 
C o m m u n i s t P a r t y C e n t r a l C o m 
m i t t e e , h e l d A u g u s t 1 5 - 1 7 , h a s 
a d o p t e d a p l a n f o r w a g e a n d p r i c e 
r e f o r m s w h i c h c a l l s f o r t h e s t a t e t o 
c o n t i n u e t o c o n t r o l p r i c e s o f a f e w 
k e y c o m m o d i t i e s a n d w a g e s w h i l e 
a l l o w i n g p r i c e s o f m o s t g o o d s t o 
b e r e g u l a t e d b y t h e m a r k e t . 

T h e c o u n c i l s a i d t h i s t a r g e t i s t o 
b e a c h i e v e d w i t h i n a b o u t t h e n e x t 
five y e a r s , b u t a d d e d t h a t t h e p l a n 
i s s t i l l t e n t a t i v e a n d s u b j e c t t o 
r e v i s i o n . 

N e x t y e a r , t h e first y e a r o f t h e 
five-year ( 1 9 8 9 - 1 9 9 3 ) w a g e a n d 
p r i c e r e f o r m p l a n w i l l s ee n o 
r a d i c a l s t e p s b e i n g t a k e n i n p r i c e 
r e f o r m ; t h e c o u n c i l u r g e d a l l l e v e l s 
o f g o v e r n m e n t t o e x p l a i n t h i s t o 
t h e p e o p l e . 

T h e S t a t e C o u n c i l a l s o p r o m 
i s e d t o h o l d o f f o n i n i t i a t i n g a n y 
f u r t h e r p r i c e i n c r e a s e s ' f o r t h e 
r e m a i n d e r o f 1 9 8 8 . U n a u t h o r i z e d 
i n c r e a s e s i n c o m m o d i t y p r i c e s 
c o n t r o l l e d b y t h e c o u n c i l o r l o c a l 
g o v e r n m e n t s w i l l b e f o r b i d d e n , 
a n d e n t e r p r i s e s o r u n i t s t h a t r a i s e 
p r i c e s a r b i t r a r i l y w i l l b e p u n i s h e d 
f o r b r e a c h i n g financial a n d 
e c o n o m i c d i s c i p l i n e , t h e c o u n c i l 
s a i d . F u r t h e r m o r e , l e a d e r s r e s 
p o n s i b l e f o r i n d i s c r i m i n a t e p r i c e 
i n c r e a s e s w i l l b e s u b j e c t t o 
p u n i s h m e n t . 

I n a n e f f o r t t o s t a b i l i z e t h e 

on Price Rises 

m a r k e t a n d b a n k i n g a n d t o 
s a f e g u a r d t h e i n t e r e s t s o f c i t i z e n s , 
t h e c o u n c i l a s k e d t h e P e o p l e ' s 
B a n k o f C h i n a t o e s t a b l i s h s a v i n g s 
d e p o s t s a c c o u n t s w h i c h w i l l 
g u a r a n t e e t h a t t h e i n t e r e s t r a t e s 
f o r s a v i n g s d e p o s i t e d f o r t e r m s o f 
t h r e e y e a r s o r l o n g e r w o u l d n o t 
f a l l b e l o w , a n d m i g h t e v e n s l i g h t l y 
e x c e e d , t h e r a t e o f p r i c e i n c r e a s e . 
S p e c i f i c m e a s u r e s w i l l b e d e v i s e d 
a n d i s s u e d b y t h e b a n k i n t h e n e a r 
f u t u r e , t h e c o u n c i l s a i d . 

T h e c o u n c i l a d d e d t h a t l o c 
a l i t i e s a n d d e p a r t m e n t s m u s t a c t 
t o d e c r e a s e i n v e s t m e n t s i n fixed 
a s s e t s ; h a l t c o n s t r u c t i o n o f n o n 
p r o d u c t i v e p u b h c b u i l d i n g s , i n 
c l u d i n g h o t e l s ; a n d r e s t r i c t t h e 
p u r c h a s i n g p o w e r o f s o c i a l 
g r o u p s . T h i s y e a r ' s v o l u m e o f 
c r e d i t a n d t h e i s s u a n c e o f c u r r e n c y 
s h o u l d a l s o b e c o n t r o l l e d w i t h i n 
t h e l i m i t s s e t b y t h e s t a t e , i t s a i d . 

E f f o r t s s h o u l d a l s o b e m a d e t o 
i n c r e a s e p r o d u c t i o n o f i n d u s t r i a l 
c o n s u m e r g o o d s a n d t o e n s u r e 
s u p p H e s o f e v e r y d a y n e c e s s i t i e s , 
e s p e c i a l l y m e a t , e g g s a n d v e g e t 
a b l e s i n u r b a n a r e a s , t h e c o u n c i l 
s a i d . I t a s k e d g o v e r n m e n t s a t a l l 
l e v e l s t o s t r e n g t h e n t h e m a n a g e 
m e n t o f t h e m a r k e t a n d t o c r a c k 
d o w n o n a c t i v i t i e s , s u c h a s 
h o a r d i n g , s p e c u l a t i o n , a n d p r o f i t 
e e r i n g , w h i c h d r i v e u p p r i c e s . T h e 
c o u n c i l a l s o u r g e d l o c a l i t i e s t o 
e n s u r e s t a t e p u r c h a s e s o f g r a i n , 
c o t t o n a n d e d i b l e o i l s . 

A t t h e m e e t i n g , L i a s k e d 
g o v e r n m e n t s a t a l l l e v e l s t o m a k e 
c o n s c i e n t i o u s e f f o r t s t o s h o u l d e r 
t h e s e r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s a n d t o t a k e 
e f f e c t i v e e c o n o m i c a n d a d m i n i 
s t r a t i v e m e a s u r e s t o h a l t p r i c e 
i n c r e a s e s . 

" T h e g o v e r n m e n t s h o u l d 
s t r e n g t h e n a n d i m p r o v e m a c r o -
c o n t r o l d u r i n g t h e r e f o r m , a n d 
d i r e c t i v e s a n d p r o h i b i f i o n s s h o u l d 

b e s t r i c t l y e n f o r c e d , " h e s a i d . 
H e s t r e s s e d t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f 

e s t a b l i s h i n g a n e w s o c i a h s t 
c o m m o d i t y e c o n o m y t h r o u g h 
l a w s a n d r e g u l a t i o n s a s a t a s k f o r 
t h e p r e s e n t a n d f u t u r e . 

L i a l s o s a i d t h a t t h i s y e a r ' s 
u n u s u a l m i x t u r e o f d r o u g h t a n d 
flooding m a y c a u s e a d r o p i n g r a i n 
o u t p u t , a n d a s k e d l o c a l g o v e r n 
m e n t s t o e n s u r e g o o d m a n a g e 
m e n t o f a u t u m n c r o p s t o m i n i m i z e 
t h e e f f e c t s o f t h e s e n a t u r a l 
d i s a s t e r s . 

B e c a u s e a d e q u a t e s u p p l i e s o f 
v e g e t a b l e s a r e s o i m p o r t a n t f o r 
u r b a n r e s i d e n t s , t h e p r e m i e r a s k e d 
l o c a l g o v e r n m e n t s t o p a y c l o s e 
a t t e n t i o n t o p r o d u c i n g , p u r c h a s 
i n g , m a r k e t i n g a n d s t o r i n g 
C h i n e s e c a b b a g e a n d o t h e r 
a u t u m n v e g e t a b l e s b y d o i n g t h e i r 
b e s t t o s t a b i l i z e t h e m a r k e t a n d t o 
i m p r o v e s u p p l i e s . • 

Sino-Czecliosioval< 
Ties Strengtiiened 

Ch i n a a n d C z e c h o s l o v a k i a h a v e 
m a d e g r e a t p r o g r e s s i n 

b i l a t e r a l r e l a t i o n s a n d w i l l f u r t h e r 
c o n s o l i d a t e t h e i r f r i e n d l y t i e s a n d 
c o - o p e r a t i o n . T h i s v i e w w a s 
s h a r e d b y C h i n e s e l e a d e r s a n d 
v i s i t i n g C z e c h o s l o v a k p r e s i d e n t 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e i r m e e t i n g s . 

G u s t a v H u s a k , p r e s i d e n t o f t h e 
C z e c h o s l o v a k S o c i a l i s t R e p u b l i c , 
i s p a y i n g a s i x - d a y o f f i c i a l 
g o o d w i l l v i s i t t o C h i n a b e g i n n i n g 
o n S e p t m b e r 3 . H e i s t h e first 
p r e s i d e n t o f C z e c h o s l o v a k i a t o 
v i s i t C h i n a f o r t h e p a s t 3 0 y e a r s . 

C h i n e s e l e a d e r s Y a n g S h a n g -
k u n , L i P e n g , Z h a o Z i y a n g a n d 
D e n g X i a o p i n g h e l d f r i e n d l y t a l k s 
w i t h H u s a k s e p a r a t e l y . 

Y a n g S h a n g k u n t o l d t h e 
h o n o u r e d g u e s t t h a t a t p r e s e n t 
C h i n a ' s r e f o r m s a r e d e e p e n i n g 
a n d h a v e e n t e r e d i n t o a n e w 
c r i t i c a l p e r i o d . T h e C h i n e s e 
p e o p l e a r e c o n t i n u i n g t o a d v a n c e 
t h e i r g r e a t c a u s e o f s o c i a l i s t 
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m o d e r n i z a t i o n w i t h d e t e r m i n 
a t i o n a n d c o n f i d e n c e , h e s a i d . 

O n b i l a t e r a l r e l a t i o n s , Y a n g 
s a i d t h a t a s s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s , 
C h i n a a n d C z e c h o s l o v a k i a s h a r e 
t h e s a m e g o a l o f d e v e l o p m e n t . T o 
e x p a n d b i l a t e r a l , f r i e n d l y , c o 
o p e r a t i v e r e l a t i o n s i n a n a l l -
r o u n d , s u s t a i n e d , s t a b l e a n d d e e p -
g o i n g w a y c o n f o r m s w i t h t h e 
i n t e r e s t s o f b o t h p e o p l e s , h e 
a d d e d . 

Y a n g e x p r e s s e d a d m i r a t i o n f o r 
t h e g r e a t a c h i e v e m e n t s m a d e b y 
t h e C z e c h o s l o v a k p e o p l e i n t h e i r 
e c o n o m i c r e f o r m s a n d d e m o c r a t 
i z a t i o n o f s o c i a l h f e , a n d a l s o 
s p o k e h i g h l y o f C z e c h o s l o v a k i a ' s 
p o s i t i v e c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o i m p r o v 
i n g E a s t - W e s t r e l a t i o n s a n d 
s a f e g u a r d i n g w o r l d p e a c e . 

P r e s i d e n t H u s a k s a i d i t i s 
i m p o r t a n t f o r C z e c h o s l o v a k i a t o 
d e e p e n m u t u a l u n d e r s t a n d i n g , 
c o m p a r e n o t e s a n d s t e n g t h e n c o 
o p e r a t i o n w i t h a l l s o c i a l i s t 
c o u n t r i e s , w h i l e c o n d u c t i n g r e 
f o r m s i n i t s e c o n o m y , s o c i a l l i f e 
a n d o t h e r fields. 

L i P e n g , i n t a l k i n g w i t h H u s a k , 
s t r e s s e d t h a t i t i s i m p e r a t i v e i n 
e s t a b l i s h i n g a p l a n n e d s o c i a l i s t 
c o m m o d i t y e c o n o m y t o s t r a i g h t e n 
o u t C h i n a ' s p r i c e s y s t e m . 

L i s a i d : " W e k n o w t h i s i s a 
d i f f i c u l t j o b , a n d s o w e h a v e t a k e n 
a v e r y p r u d e n t a t t i t u d e t o w a r d s i t . 
I n s h o r t , r e f o r m i s a g r e a t 
u n d e r t a k i n g . " 

L i s t r e s s e d t h a t t h e o r i e n t a t i o n 
f o r C h i n a ' s r e f o r m i s d e c i s i v e a n d 
t h e m e a s u r e s t o b e t a k e n s h o u l d b e 
r e h a b l e , w h i l e f u l l a t t e n t i o n 
s h o u l d b e p a i d t o t h e s u s t a i n i n g 
a b i l i t i e s o f t h e p e o p l e , e n t e r p r i s e s 
a n d t h e s o c i e t y a s a w h o l e s o a s t o 
p r o m o t e t h e s t e a d y g r o w t h o f t h e 
n a t i o n a l e c o n o m y ; a n d t o s t a b i l i z e 
t h e e c o n o m y i s f o r a b e t t e r 
a d v a n c e . 

H u s a k s a i d C z e c h o s l o v a k i a 
p a y s c l o s e a t t e n t i o n t o t h e 
m e a s u r e s C h i n a i s t a k i n g , i n c l u d 
i n g i t s p r i c e r e a d j u s t m e n t , a n d h i s 
c o u n t r y i s w i l l i n g t o e x c h a n g e 
e x p e r i e n c e w i t h t h e i r C h i n e s e 

c o m r a d e s a n d l e a r n f r o m e a c h 
o t h e r s o a s t o a v o i d d e t o u r s . 

Z h a o a n d H u s a k a g r e e d t h a t 
r e f o r m s i n d i f f e r e n t c o u n t r i e s 
s h o u l d b e b a s e d o n t h e i r o w n 
c o n d i t i o n s , a n d C h i n a a n d 
C z e c h o s l o v a k i a m a y s h a r e e a c h 
o t h e r ' s e x p e r i e n c e i n t h i s r e g a r d . 

T h e y b r i e f e d e a c h o t h e r o n t h e 
m e a s u r e s t a k e n i n t h e e c o n o m i c 
a n d p r i c e r e f o r m s i n t h e i r 
r e s p e c t i v e c o u n t r i e s a n d t h e i r 
i d e a s a b o u t t h e r e f o r m s i n t h e 
y e a r s t o c o m e . T h e y a l s o d i s c u s s e d 
h o w t o f u r t h e r t h e f r i e n d l y 
r e l a t i o n s a n d c o - o p e r a t i o n b e 
t w e e n t h e t w o p a r t i e s , t h e t w o 
c o u n t r i e s a n d t h e t w o p e o p l e s . 

Z h a o s a i d t h a t l a s t y e a r s a w a 
t u r n i n g p o i n t i n t h e b i l a t e r a l 
r e l a t i o n s w i t h t h e c o m p l e t e 
n o r m a l i z a t i o n o f t i e s b e t w e e n t h e 
t w o p a r t i e s a n d c o u n t r i e s . 

H u s a k h e l d t h a t t h e c u r r e n t 
e c o n o m i c a n d t r a d e a c t i v i t i e s 
b e t w e e n t h e t w o c o u n t r i e s a r e v e r y 
b r i s k a n d b o t h s i d e s s h o u l d 
f u r t h e r r e l a t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g c u l 
t u r a l t i e s . 

O n i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s s u e s , H u s a k 
s a i d C z e c h o s l o v a k i a a n d C h i n a 
s h a r e m a n y c o m m o n o r s i m i l a r 
v i e w s . ' T a m p l e a s e d w i t h t h i s . " h e 
s a i d . • 

New Province, 
New Programmes 

Th e first s e s s i o n o f t h e H a i n a n 
P r o v i n c i a l C o n f e r e n c e o f 

P e o p l e ' s R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o n 
A u g u s t 2 5 e l e c t e d L i a n g X i a n g 
g o v e r n o r o f H a i n a n , a n d X u 
S h i j i e , c h a i r m a n o f t h e S t a n d i n g 
C o m m i t t e e o f t h e p r o v i n c i a l 
c o n f e r e n c e o f p e o p l e ' s 
r e p r e s g n t a t i v e s . 

A l s o e l e c t e d a t t h e s e s s i o n w e r e 
five v i c e - g o v e r n o r s a n d s e v e n v i c e -
c h a i r i i . e n o f t h e s t a n d i n g 
c o m m i t t e e . 

A f t e r l i b e r a t i o n i n 1 9 4 9 , L i a n g 
X i a n g , 6 9 , s e r v e d a s v i c e - m a y o r o f 
G u a n g z h o u , s e c r e t a r y o f t h e 
G u a n g / h o i i P a r t y C o m m i t t e e 

a n d v i c e - g o v e r n o r o f G u a n g d o n g 
P r o v i n c e . H e w a s o n e o f t h e t o p 
l e a d e r s i n t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f 
S h e n z h e n — C h i n a ' s first s p e c i a l 
e c o n o m i c z o n e — b e t w e e n 1 9 8 1 
a n d 1 9 8 6 . 
"No rubber stamp." T h e H a i n a n 
P r o v i n c i a l C o n f e r e n c e o f P e o p l e ' s 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s w i l l p l a y a m a j o r 
r o l e i n t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e 
i s l a n d a n d n o t j u s t s e r v e a s a 
" r u b b e r s t a m p p a r l i a m e n t , " r e 
m a r k e d X u . 

A s H a i n a n o p e n s m o r e w i d e l y 
t o t h e o u t s i d e w o r l d , X u t o l d a 
p r e s s c o n f e r e n c e o n A u g u s t 2 6 , t h e 
p r o v i n c i a l c o n f e r e n c e w i l l i n i t i a t e 
c o n t a c t , i n s p e c t i o n , i n v e s t i g a t i o n 
a n d r e p o r t i n g s y s t e m s , a n d s e n d 
d e p u t i e s t o i n s p e c t t h e w o r k o f t h e 
p r o v i n c i a l g o v e r n m e n t , t h e 
p e o p l e ' s h i g h e r c o u r t a n d 
p r o c u r a t o r a t e . 

I n f o r m u l a t i n g l o c a l l a w s a n d 
r e g u l a t i o n s , t h e p r o v i n c i a l c o n f e r 
e n c e w i l l l e a r n f r o m t h e e x p e r i e n c e 
o f H o n g K o n g a n d f o r e i g n 
c o u n t r i e s , X u s a i d . 
Good conditions for investment. 
T h e m a i n t a s k i n t h e n e x t five 
y e a r s f o r H a i n a n P r o v i n c e i s t o 
s p e e d t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f i n 
f r a s t r u c t u r e f a c i h t i e s a n d t o c r e a t e 
g o o d c o n d i t i o n s f o r i n v e s t m e n t , 
L i a n g X i a n g s t r e s s e d a t t h e 
c o n f e r e n c e o n A u g u s t 2 5 . 

A c c o r d i n g t o L i a n g , t h e i n 
s t a l l e d c a p a c i t y o f t h e p r o v i n c e ' s 
e l e c t r i c g r i d w i l l b e i n c r e a s e d t o 2 . 1 
m i l l i o n k w i n 1 9 9 2 f r o m t h e 
p r e s e n t 0 . 4 m i U i o n k w . A t t h e 
s a m e d m e , t h e F e n g h u a n g I n t e r 
n a t i o n a l A i r p o r t i n S a n y a i n t h e 
s o u t h e r n p a r t o f H a i n a n w i l l b e 
c o m p l e t e d i n 1 9 9 0 . B y 1 9 9 2 , t h e 
p r o v i n c e w i l l b o a s t a c o m p r e h e n s 
i v e t r a n s p o r t s y s t e m t h r o u g h t h e 
c o - o r d i n a t e d d e v e l o p m e n t o f 
l a n d , s e a a n d a i r t r a n s p o r t 
f a c i l i d e s . 

B y 1 9 9 2 , a l l c o u n t i e s a n d c i t i e s 
w i l l h a v e a u t o m a t i c t e l e p h o n e 
s w i t c h i n g s y s t e m s , w h i l e H a i k o u 
a n d S a n y a w i l l h a v e p r o g r a m m e -
c o n t r o l l e d s y s t e m s , a n d t h e t o t a l 
n u m b e r o f t e l e p h o n e s w i l l b e 
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i n c r e a s e d t o 1 5 0 , 0 0 0 f r o m 2 9 , 0 0 0 . 
A r o u n d 1 9 9 0 a n e a r t h s a t e l l i t e 
s t a t i o n w i l l b e c o n s t r u c t e d i n 
H a i k o u t o f a c i l i t a t e i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s , L i a n g s a i d . 

H e a l s o p l e d g e d t o i m p r o v e t h e 
" s o f t " i n v e s t m e n t c o n d i t i o n s b y 
m a i n t a i n i n g l o w t a x r a t e s , l a b o u r 
c o s t s a n d l a n d - u s e f e e s . 
"Learn from foreign expe
rience." H a i n a n w i l l a b s o r b 
a d v a n c e d f o r e i g n e x p e r i e n c e i n 
b u i l d i n g i t s m a r k e t e c o n o m y , 
e s p e c i a l l y f r o m H o n g K o n g , 
L i a n g s a i d , a d d i n g t h a t t h e 
p r o v i n c e ' s e c o n o m i c s y s t e m w i l l 
d i f f e r f r o m t h e t r a d i t i o n a l p l a n n e d 
e c o n o m y f e a t u r i n g a h i g h d e g r e e 
o f c e n t r a l i z a t i o n i n t h e r e s t o f 
C h i n a . H i s g o v e r n m e n t w i l l l e a r n 
f r o m a d v a n c e d c a p i t a l i s t c o u n t r i e s 
h o w t o b u i l d a n d m a n a g e i t s 
e c o n o m i c s y s t e m . 

B a s e d o n t h e l a w o f v a l u e , 
H a i n a n ' s n e w - s t y l e e c o n o m i c 
s y s t e m i s t o s t r e s s a m o r e ' o p e n 
m a r k e t e c o n o m y , L i a n g 
e x p l a i n e d . 

T h e n e w s y s t e m w i l l a d j u s t 
e n t e r p r i s e s a n d p r o d u c t i o n i n 
a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e d e m a n d s o f 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l m a r k e t s . T h e t a s k o f 
t h e g o v e r n m e n t i s t o o r g a n i z e a n d 
s a f e g u a r d t h e n e w o r d e r , a n d 
g u a r a n t e e t h e f u n c t i o n i n g o f t h e 
m a r k e t s y s t e m . I t w i l l a l s o u s e t h e 
l a w o f v a l u e t o s o l v e p r o b l e m s 
w h i c h c a n n o t b e s o h c d l l i r o u g l i 
m a r k e t a d j u s t m e n t o r b y e n t e r p r 
i s e s t h e m s e l v e s . L i . i n g s a i d . 
Economic zones. T h e p r o v i n c e 
w i l l m a k e r a t i o n a l d i s t r i b u t i o n o f 
t h e e s s e n t i a l f a c t o r s f o r p r o d u c 
t i o n i n f i v e l a r g e e c o n o m i c 
z o n e s — t h e n o r t h e r n , s o u t h e r n , 
e a s t e r n , n o r t h w e s t e r n a n d s o u t h 
w e s t e r n , L i a n g s a i d . 

T o p p r i o r i t y w i l l b e g i v e n t o t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e n o r t h e r n o n e . 
T h i s z o n e , w h i c h i n c l u d e s H a i k o u 
C i t y a n d f o u r c o u n t i e s , w i l l 
e m p h a s i z e t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e 
t e x t i l e , m a c h i n e r y , e l e c t r o n i c , 
r u b b e r , f o o d a n d t e r t i a r y 
i n d u s t r i e s . 

H a i n a n w i l l a l s o d e s i g n a t e s o m e 

a r e a s a s s p e c i a l z o n e s f o r T a i w a n 
i n v e s t m e n t , L i a n g a d d e d . • 

Peasant Takes on 
County Government 

A c a s e i n w h i c h a C h i n e s e f a r m e r 
i s s u i n g t h e C a n g n a n C o u n t y 

g o v e r n m e n t o f Z h e j i a n g P r o v i n c e 
c r e a t e d a s t i r w h e n t h e W e n z h o u 
i n t e r m e d i a t e P e o p l e ' s C o u r t 
o p e n e d a h e a r i n g o n A u g u s t 2 5 . 

M o r e t h a n 1 , 0 0 0 p e o p l e 
c r o w d e d i n t o t h e C a n g n a n 
C o u n t y m o v i e t h e a t r e w h e r e t h e 
h e a r i n g w a s b e i n g h e l d , w h i l e 
h u n d r e d s o f o t h e r s s t o o d o u t s i d e , 
k e e n l y a w a r e t h a t t h e e v e n t i t s e l f 
w a s q u i t e a s s t u p e n d o u s a s a n y 
o u t c o m e . 

T h e p l a i n t i f f , 6 1 - y e a r - o l d p e a s 
a n t B a o Z h e n g z h a o , a c c u s e d t h e 
c o u n t y g o v e r n m e n t o f d e m o l i s h 
i n g p a r t s o f h i s p r i v a t e h o u s e s . 
A c c o r d i n g t o h i m , i n 1 9 8 5 h e p u t 
u p t h r e e t h r e e - s t o r e y b u i l d i n g s 
w i t h t h e a p p r o v a l o f t h e u r b a n 
c t m s t r u c t i o n o f f i c e o f B a c a o t o w n . 

H o w e v e r , i n J u l y l a s t y e a r , s o m e 
3 0 0 p e o p l e , l e d b y c o u n t y o f f i c i a l s , 
d e m o l i s h e d t h e s t r u c t u r e s , a l l e g 
i n g t h a t h e h a d n o t r e c e i v e d a 
b u i l d i n g p e r m i t . 

T h e i n d i c t m e n t w a s r e a d b y B a o 
Z h e n g z h a o ' s s o n , w h o s a i d m a n y 
o f t h e i r r e l a t i v e s a n d f r i e n d s h a d 
t r i e d t o p e r s u a d e t h e m t o d r o p t h e 
s u i t , c o n v i n c e d t h a t o r d i n a r y 
p e o p l e c o u l d h a v e n o h o p e o f 
w i n n i n g a c a s e a g a i n s t o f f i c i a l s . 

" H o w e v e r , m y f a t h e r i n s i s t e d , 
m a i n t a i n i n g t h a t t h e c o m m o n 
p e o p l e ' s r i g h t t o s u e t h e g o v e r n 
m e n t i s g u a r a n t e e d b y l a w . " 

T h e d e f e n d a n t , c o u n t y m a g i s 
t r a t e H u a n g D e y u , c l a i m e d t h a t 
B a o h a d b u i l t h i s h o u s e s o n a 
d y k e , w h i c h i s a v i o l a t i o n o f 
r e g u l a t i o n s g o v e r n i n g w a t e r c o n 
s e r v a n c y f a c i l i t i e s , a n d t h e r e f o r e 
h e h a d o r d e r e d t h e h o u s e s 
r e m o v e d . M a g i s t r a t e H u a n g , a t 
t h e s a m e t i m e , d e s c r i b e d t h e 

p l a i n t i f f s d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o s o l v e 
t h e d i s p u t e t h r o u g h l e g a l p r o c e 
d u r e s a s r i g h t a n d n o r m a l , a n d 
e x p r e s s e d a p p r e c i a t o n f o r h i s 
c o u r a g e . 

" T h i s s h o w s t h a t t h e p e o p l e ' s 
c o n c e p t o f l a w i s u n d e r g o i n g a 
c h a n g e , " h e t o l d r e p o r t e r s . 

A c c o r d i n g t o t h e Guangming 
Daily, t h e C a n g n a n C o u n t y 
g o v e r n m e n t a n d C o m m u n i s t 
P a r t y C o m m i t t e e h a d b e e n 
o p p o s e d t o t h e m a g i s t r a t e ' s 
a p p e a r i n g i n c o u r t a s a d e f e n d a n t . 

" I m a d e m y o w n d e c i s i o n , " t h e 
p a p e r q u o t e d H u a n g a s s a y i n g . 
" T h e d e f e n d a n t i s n o t n e c e s s a r i l y 
a c r i m i n a l . I a m w i l l i n g t o 
c o n t r i b u t e m y b i t t o t h e d e v e l o p 
m e n t o f C h i n a ' s l e g a l s y s t e m . " 

T h e p r e s i d i n g j u d g e t o l d 
r e p o r t e r s t h a t t h e c o u r t h a d n o t 
m e t w i t h a n y a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
i n t e r f e r e n c e s o f a r . B u t h e 
a d m i t t e d t h a t t h e r e h a d b e e n 
c o n t r o v e r s y o v e r w h e t h e r t o 
a c c e p t t h e c a s e . 

T h e h e a r i n g l a s t e d m o r e t h a n 
f i v e h o u r s , u n t i l 1 0 : 2 0 i n t h e 
e v e n i n g , 

O n A u g u s t 2 9 t h e W e n z h o u 
I n t e r m e d i a t e C o u r t a n n o u n c e d i t s 
j u d g e m e n t i n f a v o u r o f t h e l o c a l 
g o v e r n m e n t b y r u l i n g t h a t t h e 
d e m o l i t i o n o f B a o ' s h o m e b y t h e 
g o v e r n m e n t w a s a l e g a l a n d 
c o r r e c t a c t . B u t B a o a n d h i s 
l a w y e r s a i d t h e y w o u l d a p p e a l t o 
t h e Z h e j i a n g P e o p l e ' s S u p r e m e 
C o u r t . 

• 

Matchmaking Loses 
Popularity 

Be i j i n g ' s m a t c h m a k i n g c e n t r e s 
h a v e f a l l e n o n h a r d t i m e s . T h e 

C o m p u t e r M a t c h m a k i n g C e n t r e 
i n t h e W o r k i n g P e o p l e ' s C u l t u r a l 
P a l a c e i n d o w n t w o n B e i j i n g d e a l t 
w i t h a b o u t 4 0 0 p e o p l e a d a y w h e n 
i t o p e n e d i n 1 9 8 4 . T h i s y e a r i t i s 
d o w n t o a f e w d o z e n . 

T h e l a c k o f c u s t o m e r s a n d 
s h o r t a g e o f s t a f f h a s f o r c e d m a n y 
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• EVENTS/TRENDS 

o f t h e c i t y ' s 8 0 - o d d c e n t e s t o s h u t . 
T h e Y u e t a n M a t c h m a k i n g 

C e n t r e i n t h e w e s t e r n p a r t o f t h e 
c i t y , f o r i n s t a n c e , h e l p e d o n l y five 
e l d e r l y c o u p l e s ge t m a r r i e d i n 
1 9 8 5 - 8 6 . I t h a s s i n c e c l o s e d . 

T h e p r o b l e m , s a i d a f o r m e r 
e m p l o y e e o f t h e c e n t r e , w a s age 
d i f f e r e n c e a m o n g t h e c l i e n t s . M o s t 
o f t h e m e n w e r e i n t h e i r 2 0 s o r 6 0 s , 
w h i l e t h e w o m e n w e r e i n t h e i r 3 0 s . 
S u c h d i f f e r e n c e s l e d t o a l o w 
success r a t e , she s a i d . T h e c e n t r e 
c o u l d n o t h e l p , so p e o p l e s t o p p e d 
c o m i n g . 

M a n y o f t h e c e n t r e s h a v e f a i l e d 
because c u s t o m e r s set u n r e a l i s t i c 
d e m a n d s . A y o u n g u n i v e r s i t y 
g r a d u a t e r e f u s e d t o m e e t a w o m a n 
w h o m e t a l l h i s r e q u i r e m e n t s b u t 
w a s t w o c e n t i m e t r e s s h o r t e r t h a n 
h i s i d e a l h e i g h t o f 1.66 m e t r e s . A 
w o m a n i n s i s t e d o n a m a t e 1.76 
m e t r e s t a l l , u n d e r 4 0 a n d w i t h a n ' 
a c a d e m i c d e g r e e . S h e w a i t e d a 
y e a r b u t n o t o n e o f a b o u t 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 
r e g i s t e r e d a t h e r c o m p u t e r m a t c h 
m a k i n g c e n t r e c o u l d fill t h e b i l l . 

T h e m a t c h m a k i n g b u s i n e s s h a s 
a l s o b e e n c h a l l e n g e d b y t h e 
i n c r e a s e i n b a l l r o o m s , t e a h o u s e s 
a n d s o c i a l a c t i v i t i e s w h i c h p r o 
v i d e d o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r p e o p l e 
l o o k i n g f o r m a t e s . T h e r e a r e 
p a r t i e s m o r n i n g a n d e v e n i n g , e v e n 
i n p u b l i c p a r k s . " I t ' s m o r e 
c o n v e n i e n t t o g e t t o k n o w 
s o m e b o d y a n d c h o o s e a m a t e 
t h e r e , " a m a n i n h i s 4 0 s s a i d . 

T r a d i f i o n a l . w a y s o f t h i n k i n g 
h a v e p r e v e n t e d m a n y e l d e r l y 
p e o p l e f r o m u s i n g t h e c e n t r e s . " I 
d o n ' t w a n t t o m a k e m y s e l f s e e m s o 
c a l l o u s a n d t o d i s g r a c e m y s e l f b y 
r e g i s t e r i n g a t a m a t c h m a k i n g 
c e n t r e , " o n e e l d e r l y w o m a n s a i d . 

I n t h e Y u e t a n a r e a m o s t e l d e r l y 
s i n g l e w o m e n a r e e c o n o m i c a l l y 
i n d e p e n d e n t o r a r e l i v i n g w i t h 
t h e i r c h i l d r e n a n d g r a n d c h i l d r e n . 
T h e y h a v e n o d e s i r e t o s t a r t a n e w 
f a m i l y a n d f e e l n o n e e d f o r 
m a t c h m a k i n g s e rv i ce s . 

B u t e v e n e l d e r l y w o m e n w h o a r e 
n o t financially s e c u r e a n d w o u l d 
U k e t o r e m a r r y a r e a f r a i d o f 

i n t e r f e r e n c e f r o m t h e i r n e w 
p a r t n e r ' s c h i l d r e n a n d s o s t a y 
a w a y f r o m m a t c h m a k i n g c e n t r e s . 

T h e n , t h e r e i s t h e s o c i a l s t i g m a 
a t t a c h e d t o t h e c e n t r e s . " S o m e 
p e o p l e f e e l t h a t t h o s e w h o r e g i s t e r 
a t o u r c e n t r e a r e c a s t - o f f s w h o m 
n o o n e w a n t s , " a g o - b e t w e e n 
c o m p l a i n e d . 

E v e n w h e n c o u p l e s a r e b r o u g h t 
t o g e t h e r b y a c e n t r e , t h e y 
g e n e r a l l y d e n y t h a t i t i s t h e w a y 
t h e y m e t , o u t o f s h a m e . 

B u t a w o r k e r i n t h e P e o p l e ' s 
C u l t u r a l P a l a c e c o m p u t e r c e n t r e 
s a i d t h e s l o w d o w n i s n o r m a l . " A 
l o t o f p e o p l e p o u r e d i n s e v e r a l 
y e a r s a g o b e c a u s e i t w a s d i f f i c u l t 
t o find a m a t e . B u t n o w p e o p l e a r e 
m o r e l i b e r a l a n d t h e r e a r e m o r e 
c h a n n e l s t o m e e t o t h e r s , " s h e s a i d . 

, " T h e m a t c h m a k i n g c e n t r e w i l l 
s t i l l b e a r e l i a b l e g o - b e t w e e n f o r 
p e o p l e w h o find i t h a r d t o m e e t 
p r o s p e c t i v e m a t e s . " • 

Euthanasia Starts 
Quietly in Ciiina 

Eu t h a n a s i a , a n a l t e r n a t i v e w a y 
o f d e a l i n g w i t h t h e l a s t d a y s o f 

a p a t i e n t ' s l i f e , a f t e r b e i n g 
d i s c u s s e d a n d d e b a t e d f o r n e a r l y 
h a l f a c e n t u r y i n s o m e d e v e l o p e d 
c o u n t r i e s , h a s n o w c r e p t i n t o t h e 
C h i n e s e p e o p l e ' s c o n c e p t o f d e a t h . 
A c t u a l l y i t w a s a l r e a d y b e i n g 
p r a c t i s e d q u i e t l y i n s o m e p l a c e s . 

O n e b i g h o s p i t a l i n S h a n g h a i , i n 
c l a s s i f y i n g t h e 5 6 3 cases o f d e a t h 
a m o n g i t s p a t i e n t s o v e r a p e r i o d o f 
t h r e e y e a r s , f o u n d t h a t 2 8 p e r c e n t 
h a d d i e d f o l l o w i n g r e q u e s t s f r o m 
t h e i r f a m i l i e s t o s t o p r e m e d i a l 
t r e a t m e n t s o as n o t t o p r o l o n g t h e 
s u f f e r i n g o f t h e i r l o v e d o n e s w h o 
w e r e a f f l i c t e d w i t h a t e r m i n a l 
d i s ea se . 

S u r v e y s m a d e i n s o m e p a r t s o f 
C h i n a s h o w t h a t t h e i d e a o f 
e u t h a n a s i a i s b e i n g a c c e p t e d b y 
m o r e a n d m o r e p e o p l e . I n B e i j i n g , 
p a r t i e s c o n c e r n e d c o n d u c t e d a 
q u e s t i o n n a i r e w h i c h r e v e a l e d t h a t 

a m o n g 5 0 0 p e o p l e , 3 9 9 , o r 7 9 . 8 
p e r c e n t t h o u g h t t h a t e u t h a n a s i a 
c o u l d b e p r a c t i s e d i n C h i n a . 

O n J a n u a r y 2 2 , t h e C e n t r a l 
P e o p l e ' s B r o a d c a s t i n g S t a t i o n 
p r e s e n t e d a d i s c u s s i o n o n e u 
t h a n a s i a a t t e n d e d b y o v e r 3 0 
p e o p l e f r o m m e d i c a l a n d p h i l o 
s o p h i c a l fields, a n d a l s o w e l c o m e d 
a u d i e n c e s t o p r e s e n t t h e i r o w n 
o p i n i o n s o n t h i s q u e s t i o n . 

W i t h i n f o u r d a y s , a l e t t e r c a m e 
f r o m D e n g Y i n g c h a o , w i d o w o f 
t h e l a t e P r e m i e r Z h o u E n l a i . S h e 
w r o t e , " Y o u b r a v e l y b r o a d c a s t 
i d e a s a b o u t e u t h a n a s i a a n d i n v i t e d 
d i s c u s s i o n . I q u i t e a g r e e w i t h y o u r 
d o i n g s o . S e v e r a l y e a r s a g o I w r o t e 
i n m y w i l l : B e s u r e n o t t o g i v e m e 
a n y s u p p o r t i v e t r e a t m e n t w h e n 
m y l i f e n e a r s i t s e n d a n d d o e s n o t 
n e e d t o be p r o l o n g e d b y 
m e d i c i n e . " 

A m o n g 3 5 0 o t h e r p e o p l e w h o 
w r o t e t o t h e b r o a d c a s t i n g s t a t i o n , 
t h o s e w h o a p p r o v e d o f e u t h a n a s i a 
m a d e u p 9 0 p e r c e n t . 

M a n y o l d p e o p l e t h i n k , s i n c e 
d e a t h i s i n e v i t a b l e , t h e y s h o u l d 
" l i v e h a p p i l y a n d d i e p e a c e f u l l y . " 
A c c o r d i n g t o a s u r v e y o f 1 2 2 o l d 
m e n a n d w o m e n i n S h a n g h a i , 7 9 . 8 
p e r c e n t a d v o c a t e d t h a t f a m i l y 
m e m b e r s s h o u l d r e s p e c t r e q u e s t s 
f o r e u t h a n a s i a i f t h e a g e d p a t i e n t 
w a s s u f f e r i n g g r e a t l y f r o m a n 
i n c u r a b l e d i sease ; 6 7 . 8 p e r c e n t f e l t 
t h a t f a m i l y m e m b e r s c o u l d 
p r o p o s e u s i n g e u t h a n a s i a i f a 
d i s ea se h a s a t t a c k e d t h e a g e d 
p e r s o n ' s v i t a l o r g a n s ; a n d 9 4 . 5 
p e r c e n t c a l l e d f o r g o v e r n m e n t 
c o n t r o l t h r o u g h r e l e v a n t l a w s a n d 
r e g u l a t i o n s i n k e e p i n g w i t h t h e 
p r a c t i s e o f e u t h a n a s i a d e v e l o p e d 
i n f o r e i g n c o u n t r i e s . 

R e c e n t l y , t h e S h a n g h a i I n s t i t u t e 
o f M e d i c i n e a n d E t h i c s r e c e i v e d a 
l e t t e r f r o m a p a t i e n t : " I a m 
b e y o n d c u r e . P r o l o n g i n g m y l i f e 
m e a n s b r i n g i n g los ses b o t h 
financial a n d s p i r i t u a l t o t h e s t a t e , 
m y w o r k i n g u n i t a n d m y s o n s a n d 
d a u g h t e r s . " T h e r e f o r e h e de 
m a n d e d s t r o n g l y t o b e " t h e first 
o n e w h o v o l u n t a r i l y seeks 
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e u t h a n a s i a . " 
A t a n a t i o n a l s y m p o s i u m o n 

e u t h a n a s i a i n J u l y , e x p e r t s a n d 
p r o f e s s o r s a t t e n d i n g t h e d i s 
c u s s i o n f r o m t h e fields o f 
m e d i c i n e , l a w a n d e t h i c s a d 
v o c a t e d c h a n g i n g t h e t r a d i t i o n a l 
c o n c e p t o f d e a t h f o r o n e b a s e d o n 
t h e s t a n d a r d s o f c e r e b r a l d e a t h . 

T h e y a g r e e d t h a t m o d e r n 
m e d i c i n e n o t o n l y p r o l o n g s l i f e 
b u t a l s o t h e p r o c e s s o f d e a t h . 
A c c o r d i n g t o t h e t r a d i t i o n a l 
c o n c e p t , d e a t h r e s u l t s w h e n t h e 
h e a r t s t o p s b e a t i n g a n d t h e p a t i e n t 
s t o p s b r e a t h i n g . B u t w i t h t h e 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l d e v e l o p m e n t s i n 
m e d i c a l t r e a t m e n t , m a n y a d y i n g 
l i f e h a s b e e n r e v i v e d , e v e n w h i l e 
t h e p a t i e n t i s i n a c o m a w i t h l o s s o f 
c o n s c i o u s n e s s a n d f e e l i n g . O f t e n 
t h i s k i n d o f s u p p o r t i v e t r e a t m e n t 
m a y o n l y p r o l o n g s u f f e r i n g a n d 
f a i l t o b e n e f i t a p a t i e n t i n a n y 
s i g n i f i c a n t w a y , t h e y m a i n t a i n e d . 

M o s t p a r t i c i p a n t s f e l t t h a t 
e u t h a n a s i a a c c o r d s w i t h s t a n d a r d s 
o f m o r a l i t y b e c a u s e i t v a l u e s a 
p a t i e n t ' s r i g h t t o d i e , e n a b l i n g h i m 
o r h e r t o r e s t i n p e a c e o n o n e h a n d , 
w h i l e o n t h e o t h e r h a n d i t 
o b j e c t i v e l y r e d u c e s t h e b u r d e n o n 
s o c i e t y a n d t h e f a m i l y . 

A t t h e s a m e t i m e , e n a b l i n g a 
t e r m i n a l l y i l l p a t i e n t t o d i e 
p e a c e f u l l y a n d p a i n l e s s l y o f h i s 
o w n a c c o r d h e l p s h i m r e a l i z e h i s 
h o p e a n d m a i n t a i n h i s d i g n i t y . I t 
a l s o c o n f o r m s w i t h h u m a n i t a r i a n 
p r e c e p t s , t h e y s a i d . 

A l t h o u g h w i d e l y v a r y i n g 
o p i n i o n s a b o u t e u t h a n a s i a w e r e 
p r e s e n t e d a t t h e s y m p o s i u m , a l l 
p a r t i c i p a n t s a g r e e d t h a t e u 
t h a n a s i a g i v e s r i s e t o v e r y 
c o m p l i c a t e d m e d i c a l a n d l e g a l 
p r o b l e m s a s w e l l a s v e r y s e n s i t i v e 
s o c i a l a n d e t h i c a l r e a c t i o n s . T h e y 
p r o p o s e d t o p u r s u e w i d e r a n d 
m o r e p r o f o u n d s t u d i e s a n d 
d i s c u s s i o n s , a n d c a l l e d f o r " e d u c 
a t i o n o n d e a t h " s o a s t o h e l p 
p e o p l e u n d e r s t a n d t h a t a h u m a n 
b e i n g h a s t h e r i g h t t o d i e a s w e l l a s 
t o l i v e . • 

Weekly Chronicle 
(August 29-September 4) 

POLITICAL 

A u g u s t 2 9 
• T h e t h i r d s e s s i o n o f t h e s e v e n t h 
N a t i o n a l P e o p l e ' s C o n g r e s s 
S t a n d i n g C o m m i t t e e o p e n s i n 
B e i j i n g . 

T h e s e s s i o n h a s h e a r d a n d 
d i s c u s s e d t h e e x p l a n a t o r y r e p o r t s 
o n e i g h t d r a f t l a w s i n c l u d i n g a l a w 
f o r p r o t e c t i o n o f s t a t e s e c r e t s . T h e 
m e e t i n g a g r e e s t o a d d t o t h e 
a g e n d a a r e p o r t t o b e g i v e n b y 
V i c e - P r e m i e r Y a o Y i l i n o n t h e 
p r e l i m i n a r y p l a n f o r w a g e a n d 
p r i c e r e f o r m . 

A u g u s t 3 0 
• I n a r e p o r t t o t h e t h i r d m e e t i n g 

o f t h e s e v e n t h N a t i o n a l P e o p l e ' s 
C o n g r e s s S t a n d i n g C o m m i t t e e , 
P u b l i c S e c u r i t y M i n i s t e r W a n g 
F a n g s a y s C h i n a ' s p r e s e n t s o c i a l 
o r d e r i s f a r f r o m s a t i s f a c t o r y i n 
s o m e a r e a s a n d t h e e x i s t i n g 
p r o b l e m s m a y p e r s i s t f o r s e v e r a l 
y e a r s t o c o m e . 

H e a d m i t s t h a t t h e i n c i d e n c e o f 
m a j o r c r i m i n a l c a s e s i s o n t h e 
i n c r e a s e , b u t h e s a y s s o c i a l o r d e r 
n a t i o n w i d e i s b a s i c a l l y s t a b l e . 

S e p t e m b e r 2 
• T h e P o l i t i c a l B u r e a u o f t h e 
C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e o f t h e 
C o m m u n i s t P a r t y o f C h i n a ( C P C ) 
h o l d s i t s 1 1 t h p l e n a r y s e s s i o n i n 
B e i j i n g . 

T h e s e s s i o n h a s d i s c u s s e d a n d 
p a s s e d o n p r i n c i p l e a d o c u m e n t 
c o n c e r n i n g h o w t o s t r e n g t h e n a n d 
r e f o r m t h e i d e o l o g i c a l a n d 
p o l i t i c a l w o r k i n e n t e r p r i s e s . T h e 
d o c u m e n t w i l l b e s u b m i t t e d t o t h e 
t h i r d p l e n a r y s e s s i o n o f t h e 1 3 t h 
C e n t r a ! C o m m i t t e e o f t h e C P C f o r 
d e l i b e r a t f o n a f t e r s o l i c i t i n g 
o p i n i o n s f r o m v a r i o u s c i r c l e s . 

ECONOMIC 

A u g u s t 3 1 
• A t o t a l o f 6 , 3 6 4 f a c t o r i e s a n d 

m i n e s c o v e r e d w i t h i n t h e s t a t e 
b u d g e t , o r 1 7 p e r c e n t o f t h e t o t a l , 
a r e l o s i n g m o n e y , t h e S t a t e 
S t a t i s t i c s B u r e a u r e p o r t s . 

T h e s e e n t e r p r i s e s s u f f e r e d l o s s e s 
t o t a l l i n g 3 . 6 4 b i l l i o n y u a n i n t h e 
first s e v e n m o n t h s o f t h i s y e a r , u p 
2 7 p e r c e n t f r o m t h e s a m e p e r i o d 
l a s t y e a r . 

S e p t e m b e r 1 
• M o r e t h a n 1 , 2 0 0 k i l o m e t r e s o f 
l o c a l r a i l w a y s a r e u n d e r c o n s t r u c 
t i o n i n C h i n a , t h e o v e r s e a s e d i t i o n 
o f t h e Renmin Ribao ( P e o p l e ' s 
D a i l y ) r e p o r t s . 

A n o t h e r 3 , 0 0 0 k i l o m e t r e s a r e 
p l a n n e d . B y t h e e n d o f 1 9 8 7 , a b o u t 
3 , 2 0 0 k i l o m e t r e s o f l o c a l r a i l w a y s 
h a d b e e n p u t i n t o o p e r a t i o n , o f 
w h i c h o v e r 8 0 0 k i l o m e t r e s h a d 
b e e n b u i l t i n t h e p r e v i o u s f o u r 
y e a r s . 

CULTURAL 

A u g u s t 3 1 
• T h e S e c o n d C o n f e r e n c e o n 
P e t r o l e u m , G e o c h e m i s t r y a n d 
E x p l o r a t i o n i n t h e A f r o - A s i a n 
R e g i o n o p e n e d i n B e i j i n g o n 
A u g u s t 2 8 , w i t h 1 6 9 r e p r e s e n t a 
t i v e s p a r t i c i p a t i n g , o f w h i c h 4 5 a r e 
f o r e i g n e r s . 

T h e f o u r - d a y m e e t i n g r e f l e c t s 
t h e r e g i o n ' s h i g h e s t a c a d e m i c l e v e l 
i n t h i s field a n d i s t h e l a r g e s t 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n f e r e n c e o f t h e 
k i n d e v e r h o s t e d b y C h i n a . 

S e p t e m b e r 1 
• T h e S t a t e E d u c a t i o n C o m 
m i s s i o n i s p l a n n i n g t o t r a i n l a r g e 
n u m b e r s o f y o u n g p e o p l e t o l e a r n 
u s e f u l t e c h n i q u e s f o r r u r a l 
e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t . 

U n d e r t h e " P r a i r i e P l a n , " w h i c h 
h a s b e e n a p p r o v e d b y t h e S t a t e 
C o u n c i l , v a r i o u s s c h o o l s i n r u r a l 
a r e a s w i l l p a s s o n a g r i c u l t u r a l 
t e c h n i q u e s a n d m a n a g e r i a l k n o w 
l e d g e t o y o u n g f a r m e r s . T h e p l a n 
w i l l b e p u t i n t o p r a c t i c e i n 1 , 5 0 0 
d e m o n s t r a t i o n c e n t r e s n a t i o n w i d e 
d u r i n g t h e p e r i o d f r o m 1 9 8 6 - 9 0 . 
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INTERNATIONAL 

K A M P U C H E A 

Phnom Penh's Dangerous Power Grab 

At present two problems loom l a r g e in Kampuchea: 
Vietnamese w i t h d r a w a l and f o r m a t i o n of a Kampuchean 

government thereafter. Now the r e a l danger is that the Phnom 
Penh regime w i l l monopolize the state power after the 
Vietnamese withdraw. 

Wi i l e t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o m 
m u n i t y s e e k s a p o l i t i c a l 

s o l u t i o n t o K a m p u c h e a ' s c o n f l i c t , 
t w o p r o b l e m s l o o m l a r g e i n t h a t 
w a r - r a v a g e d c o u n t r y : t h e V i e t 
n a m e s e w i t h d r a w a l a n d f o r m a t i o n 
o f a s t a b l e K a m p u c h e a n g o v e r n - ' , 
m e n t t h e r e a f t e r . 

W i t h d r a w a l i s t h e s o l e b a s i s f o r 
a p o l i t i c a l s e t t l e m e n t o f t h e 
K a m p u c h e a n t r a g e d y . I t i s c r u c i a l 
t h a t t h e g o v e r n m e n t w h i c h f o l l o w s 
w i l l g u a r a n t e e K a m p u c h e a ' s i n d e 
p e n d e n c e , n e u t r a l i t y a n d n o n -
a l i g n m e n t a f t e r t h e V i e t n a m e s e 
l e a v e . 

V i e t N a m , w h i c h i n v a d e d 
K a m p u c h e a i n D e c e m b e r 1 9 7 6 , 
h a s n o r i g h t t o i n t e r f e r e i n t h e 
f o r m a t i o n o f t h e f u t u r e K a m p u 
c h e a n g o v e r n m e n t . I t i s , h o w e v e r , 
o b l i g e d t o w i t h d r a w i t s t r o o p s a t 
t h e e a r l i e s t p o s s i b l e t i m e . 

B u t V i e t N a m l a c k s s i n c e r i t y i n 
i t s h a n d l i n g o f t h e K a r a p u c h e a n 
i s s u e . I t h a s d e l a y e d i t s p u l l o u t t o 
p r o v i d e t i m e t o s t r e n g t h e n a n d 
l e g a l i z e t h e H e n g S a m r i n - H u n S e n 
r e g i m e i t i n s t a l l e d i n P h n o m P e n h . 
I t a l s o h a s b e e n m e d d l i n g i n t h e 
e f f o r t s t o f o r m a n i n d e p e n d e n t 
K a m p u c h e a n g o v e r n m e n t b y 
i n s i s t i n g i t s w i t h d r a w a l m u s t b e 
l i n k e d w i t h m e a s u r e s t o s t o p 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l s u p p o r t o f K a m p u 
c h e a n r e s i s t a n c e f o r c e s a n d t o 
p r e v e n t t h e K h m e r R o u g e f r o m 
r e t u r n i n g t o p o w e r . 

H o w e v e r , a l l t h a t V i e t N a m 
w a n t s , a s a h o s t o f f a c t s h a s 
s h o w n , i s a K a m p u c h e a n g o v e r n 
m e n t s u i t e d t o i t s o w n t a s t e a n d 
u n d e r i t s d i r e c t c o n t r o l - s o m e t h i n g 

t h e V i e t n a m e s e h a v e f a i l e d t o 
a c h i e v e • o n t h e K a m p u c h e a n 

j b a t t l e f i e l d . 
W h i l e s p r e a d i n g a l a r u m s a b o u t 

t h e y i o n - e $ i s t e n t d a n g e r o f t h e 
K h r i i e r ' ^ R b u g e e x e r c i s i n g e x c l u s i v e 
^ ' o U e r , ' / V i t e t N a m h a s b e e n 
' t x m t r i v i r ^ t o s e t u p a f u t u r e 

' • ^ a m p i i c f f e a n g o v e r n m e n t w i t h 
^ h e ^ ^ i g ^ e n t P h n o m P e n h r e g i m e 
e x e r c i s i n g e x c l u s i v e p o w e r , o r a 
" c o a l i t i o n g o v e r n m e n t " w i t h t h e 
p u p p e t r e g i m e a s t h e c o r e . 

V i e t n a m e s e F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r 
N g u y e n C o T h a c h r e c e n t l y 
d e s c r i b e d K a m p u c h e a a s " a c a k e 
i n P h n o m P e n h ' s p o c k e t . " " H o w 
c a n y o u s l i c e t h r e e - f o u r t h s o f i t o f f 
f o r o t h e r s ? " h e a s k e d . H e t u r n e d 
d o w n t h e p r o p o s a l f o r a c o a l i t i o n 
g o v e r n m e n t t h a t w o u l d i n v o l v e 
t h e f o u r K a m p u c h e a n f a c t i o n s , 
t e r m i n g i t a n " u n r e a s o n a b l e 
d e m a n d . " 

H u n S e n , t h e P h n o m P e n h 
r e g i m e ' s p r i m e m i n i s t e r , i s s u e d a 
s e v e n - p o i n t s t a t e m e n t a t J a k a r t a 
i n J u l y r e f u s i n g t o d i s s o l v e t h e 
P h n o m P e n h r e g i m e . I n t h e 
s t a t e m e n t , h e d e m a n d e d t h a t " t h e 
s t a t u s q u o i n K a m p u c h e a " b e 
m a i n t a i n e d a n d t h a t t h e K h m e r 
R o u g e b e e x c l u d e d f r o m a n y 
c o a l i t i o n a s " t h e b a s i s f o r n a t i o n a l 
r e c o n c i l i a t i o n . " 

H e a l s o a t t e m p t e d t o c o n f u s e 
p u b l i c o p i n i o n w i t h h i s p r o p o s a l 
f o r a " n a t i o n a l r e c o n c i l i a t i o n 
c o m m i t t e e " h e a d e d b y S a m d e c h 
N o r o d o m S i h a n o u k i n p l a c e o f t h e 
f o u r - p a r t y p r o v i s i o n a l c o a l i t i o n 
g o v e r n m e n t h e a d e d b y S i h a n o u k . 

M e a n w h i l e , t h e t h r e e f a c t i o n s o f 
t h e C o a l i t i o n g o v e r n m e n t o f 
D e m o c r a t i c K a m p u c h e a h a v e 
m a d e s e v e r a l f a i r a n d r e a s o n a b l e 
p r o p o s a l s a n d h a v e w o n w i d e 
s u p p o r t . I n M a r c h 1 9 8 6 , t h e y 
i s s u e d a n e i g h t - p o i n t p r o p o s a l , 
e a r n e s t l y a d v o c a t i n g t h a t a 
n a t i o n a l g o v e r n m e n t o f r e c o n c i l i 
a t i o n b e s e t u p , a n d t h a t t h e H e n g 
S a m r i n - H u n S e n f a c t i o n b e 
i n c l u d e d . 

O n J u n e 2 5 , t h e t h r e e f a c t i o n s 
i s s u e d a j o i n t s t a t e m e n t p r o p o s i n g 
f o r t h e first t i m e t h a t D e m o c r a t i c 
K a m p u c h e a a n d t h e P h n o m P e n h 
r e g i m e b e d i s s o l v e d 
s i m u l t a n e o u s l y . 

D u r i n g h i s r e c e n t v i s i t t o 
T o k y o , S i h a n o u k o f f e r e d a 
p r o p o s a l c a l l i n g f o r t h e c o m p l e t e 
w i t h d r a w a l o f V i e t n a m e s e t r o o p s , 
d i s s o l u t i o n o f t h e V i e t N a m -
i n s t a l l e d " r e p u b l i c " i n P h n o m 
P e n h , a n d t h e d i s p a t c h i n g o f a n 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l p e a c e k e e p i n g f o r c e 
t o K a m p u c h e a . 

I n a s t a t e m e n t o n A u g u s t 1 5 , 
K h i e u S a m p h a n , P r e s i d e n t o f t h e 
D e m o c r a t i c K a m p u c h e a s i d e , 
a n n o u n c e d h i s a c c e p t a n c e o f 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l s u p e r v i s i o n a f t e r t h e 
V i e t n a m e s e w i t h d r a w a l . H e a l s o 
p r o m i s e d t h a t h i s f a c t i o n w o u l d 
n o t s e e k a m o n o p o l y o f p o w e r . 

V i e t N a m h a s b e e n t r y i n g e v e r y 
p o s s i b l e m e a n s t o b e e f u p t h e 
P h n o m P e n h r e g i m e . U n d e r c o v e r 
o f a n a n n o u n c e m e n t t h a t i t w i l l 
p u l l o u t 5 0 , 0 0 0 t r o o p s t h i s y e a r , 
V i e t N a m h a s t r a n s f e r r e d a l a r g e 
q u a n t i t y o f h e a v y a r m s t o t h e 
P h n o m P e n h t r o o p s a n d p u t t e n s 
o f t h o u s a n d s o f i t s t r o o p s i n t h e 
u n i f o r m o f t h e p u p p e t f o r c e s , o r 
p u t t h e m i n t h e r a n k s o f " m i l i t i a . " 

A c c o r d i n g t o r e l i a b l e s o u r c e s , 
P h n o m P e n h ' s t r o o p s h a v e 
e x p a n d e d t o 7 0 , 0 0 0 w i t h i n a y e a r 
a n d t h e m i l i t i a t o t e n s o f 
t h o u s a n d s , s u r p a s s i n g t h e n u m b e r 
o f t h e t h r e e K a m p u c h e a n r e 
s i s t a n c e f o r c e s c o m b i n e d . 

T h e n u m e r i c a l l y s t r o n g e r a n d 
b e t t e r - e q u i p p e d t r o o p s o f t h e V i e t 
N a m - s u p p o r t e d r e g i m e m a y p o s e 
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t h e m o s t a c u t e d a n g e r t o t h e f a i r 
a n d r e a s o n a b l e f o r m a t i o n o f a 
f u t u r e K a m p u c h e a n g o v e r n m e n t . 

V i e t N a m h a s a l s o b e e n 
t i g h t e n i n g i t s c o n t r o l o v e r t h e 
P h n o m P e n h r e g i m e b y p l a c i n g i t s 
t r u s t e d f o l l o w e r s i n v a r i o u s 
d e p a r t m e n t s o f t h e r e g i m e . O n 
A u g u s t 2 0 , P h n o m P e n h r e 
s h u f f l e d i t s c a b i n e t , c h a n g i n g 1 1 
m i n i s t e r s i n c l u d i n g t h e d e f e n c e 
a n d i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s m i n i s t e r s , i n 
t h e n a m e o f " r e t i r e m e n t " a n d 
" r e p l a c e m e n t . " 

V i e t N a m i s s t e p p i n g u p i t s d r i v e 
f o r " V i e t n a m i z a t i o n " o f K a m p u 
c h e a b y s e n d i n g a g r e a t n u m b e r o f 
V i e t n a m e s e i m m i g r a n t s i n t o 
K a m p u c h e a b y d i n t o f t h e u n e q u a l 
t r e a t y a l l o w i n g " v i s a - f r e e t r a n s i t " 
b e t w e e n V i e t N a m a n d t h e P h n o m 
P e n h r e g i m e . 

T h e r e a r e n o w a t l e a s t 7 0 0 , 0 0 0 
V i e t n a m e s e i m m i g r a n t s t h r o u g h 
o u t K a m p u c h e a , m a n y o f t h e m 
a r e a c t u a l l y i n t h e r e s e r v e a r m y . 

D u e t o K a m p u c h e a ' s t r a g i c 
p a s t , p e o p l e a r e w o r r i e d a b o u t a 
p o s s i b l e r e t u r n t o p o w e r o f t h e 
K h m e r R o u g e a f t e r t h e V i e t 
n a m e s e w i t h d r a w a l a n d t h i s i s 
u n d e r s t a n d a b l e . B u t w i s e p o l i 
t i c i a n s w i l l s e n s e t h a t t h e g r e a t e r , 
m o r e s e r i o u s d a n g e r i s t h a t t h e 
P h n o m P e n h r e g i m e w i l l r e l e g a t e 
a l l p o w e r s t o i t s e l f a f t e r t h e 
V i e t n a m e s e w i t h d r a w . 

I f V i e t N a m ' s p l o t t o " e l i m i n a t e 
t h e K h m e r R o u g e " s u c c e e d s , t h e r e 
w o u l d b e n o o p p o s i t i o n f o r c e s 
i n s i d e K a m p u c h e a . I n t h a t c a s e , 
t h e H e n g S a m r i n - H u n S e n f a c t i o n 
is c e r t a i n t o t a k e o v e r . 

A n d m o r e w o r r i s o m e i s t h a t 
o n c e t h e e x c l u s i v e p o w e r o f t h e 
P h n o m P e n h r e g i m e i s r e c o g n i z e d 
as l e g i t i m a t e , a c c e p t a n c e b e c o m e s 
a f a i t a c c o m p l i . L e g a l i z a t i o n o f 
V i e t n a m e s e a g g r e s s i o n ' a l s o 
b e c o m e s t h e c e s s i o n o f K a m p u 
c h e a n t e r r i t o r y a n d i s l a n d s t o V i e t 
N a m b y u n e q u a l t r e a t i e s , a n d 
d o m i n a t i o n o f t h e s t r o n g o v e r t h e 
w e a k ' s i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s . 

A l l t h i s o n l y w o u l d m e a n t h a t 
t h e e f f o r t s o f t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

c o m m u n i t y f o r t h e p a s t 10 y e a r s t o 
a c h i e v e a f a i r s o l u t i o n t o t h e 
K a m p u c h e a n c o n f l i c t a n d t o 
s a f e g u a r d t h e p r i n c i p l e s o f 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l a w w e r e w a s t e d a n d 

C Y P R U S 

Pe t a l k s i n G e n e v a o n A u g u s t 
2 4 b e t w e e n t h e l e a d e r s o f t h e 

G r e e k a n d t h e T u r k i s h c o m m u n 
i t i e s o f C y p r u s , s p o n s o r e d b y U N 
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l J a v i e r P e r e z d e 
C u e l l a r , w e r e t h e first i n t h r e e 
y e a r s . 

A t t h e e n d o f t h e t a l k s , C y p r i a n 
P r e s i d e n t G e o r g e V a s s i l i o u s a i d 
h i s first m e e t i n g w i t h T u r k i s h 
C y p r i o t l e a d e r R a u f D e n k t a s h 
c r e a t e d f r i e n d l i n e s s . B o t h l e a d e r s 
p l e d g e d t o c o - o p e r a t e w i t h t h e U N 
c h i e f i n e f f o r t s t o r e a c h a 
s e t t l e m e n t b y J u n e 1 , 1 9 8 9 . T h e y 
w i l l m e e t a g a i n i n N i c o s i a o n 
S e p t e m b e r 1 5 t o c o n t i n u e t h e 
n e g o t i a t i o n s . 

V a s s i l i o u s a i d t h e a g r e e m e n t h e 
r e a c h e d w i t h D e n k t a s h " w e n t 
f u r t h e r t h a n e x p e c t e d . " B u t h e 
e x p r e s s e d " c a u t i o u s o p t i m i s m " 
o v e r t h e f o r t h c o m i n g i n t e r -
c o m m u n a l t a l k s . H e p l e d g e d t h a t 
t h e G r e e k C y p r i o t s i d e w o u l d d o 
e v e r y t h i n g i t c o u l d t o b r i n g a b o u t 
a p e a c e f u l s o l u t i o n t o t h e l o n g 
s t a n d i n g i n t e r c o m m u n a l 
p r o b l e m s . 

M e a n w h i l e , P e r e z d e C u e l l a r 
a l s o e x p r e s s e d s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h 
t h e r e s u l t s o f t h e V a s s i l i o u -
D e n k t a s h m e e t i n g , w h i c h h e 
d e s c r i b e d a s " b e y o n d a n y 
e x p e c t a t i o n . " 

C y p r u s i s a n i s l a n d - s t a t e i n t h e 
e a s t e r n M e d i t e r r a n e a n w i t h a 
p o p u l a t i o n o f 6 7 0 , 0 0 0 o f w h i c h 
G r e e k C y p r i o t s a c c o u n t f o r 8 0 
p e r c e n t a n d T u r k i s h C y p r i o t s 18 

t h e i d e a l s a d v o c a t e d b y S i h a n o u k 
f o r a n i n d e p e n d e n t K a m p u c h e a , a 
w i s h o f a i l p e a c e - l o v i n g p e o p l e s , 
c a n n o t b e r e a l i z e d . 

by Chai Ximei 

p e r c e n t . O w n i n g t o a l o n g h i s t o r y 
o f f o r e i g n c o l o n i a l r u l e , t h e G r e e k 
a n d T u r k i s h c o m m u n i t i e s s t i l l 
r e l a t e t o G r e e c e a n d T u r k e y 
r e s p e c t i v e l y a s t h e i r m o t h e r 
c o u n t r i e s . B e f o r e t h e i n d e 
p e n d e n c e o f C y p r u s , t h e t w o 
c o m m u n i t i e s s o u g h t t o m e r g e w i t h 
t h e i r m o t h e r c o u n t r i e s o r t o 
e x e r c i s e s e p a r a t e a u t o n o m y . A 
Z u r i c h - L o n d o n a g r e e m e n t 
r e a c h e d b y B r i t a i n , G r e e c e a n d 
T u r k e y p l e d g e d t o g u a r a n t e e t h e 
i n d e p e n d e n c e , s e c u r i t y a n d t e r 
r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y o f C y p r u s . 

A f t e r C y p r u s b e c a m e i n d e p e n d 
e n t i n 1 9 6 0 , i t s C o n s t i t u t i o n 
s t i p u l a t e d t h a t t h e G r e e k a n d 
T u r k i s h c o m m u n i t i e s m a y e x e r 
c i s e s e p a r a t e l y e x e c u t i v e a n d 
l e g i s l a t i v e p o w e r s . A f t e r 1 9 6 3 , t h e 
g o v e r n m e n t w a s c o m p o s e d e n 
t i r e l y o f G r e e k C y p r i o t s . 
A l t h o u g h r e c o g n i z e d i n t e r n a t i o n 
a l l y , i t w a s o p p o s e d b y t h e T u r k i s h 
c o m m u n i t y . B l o o d y i n t e r c o m 
m u n a l fighting w a s b r o u g h t o n i n 
1 9 6 3 b y d i s p u t e s o v e r c o n s t i 
t u t i o n a l a m e n d m e n t s a n d t h e 
d i s t r i b u t i o n o f p o w e r s , a n d i n 
1 9 6 4 , a U N p e a c e - k e e p i n g f o r c e 
w a s s e n t t o k e e p o r d e r . 

I n 1 9 7 4 , t h e t h e n G r e e k m i l i t a r y 
g o v e r n m e n t p l o t t e d a c o u p i n 
C y p r u s . T u r k e y d i s p a t c h e d t r o o p s 
t o t h e i s l a n d o n g r o u n d s o f 
p r o t e c t i n g T u r k i s h C y p r i o t s . A s a 
r e s u l t , C y p r u s w a s d i v i d e d i n t o 
t w o s e p a r a t e p a r t s , o n e o c c u p i e d 
b y G r e e k C y p r i o t s , t h e o t h e r b y 

Settlement of Disputes in Sight 
Leaders of Greek and T u r k i s h Cypriots resume inter
communal talk. 
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• 1 I N T E R N A T I O N A L 

T u r k i s h C y p r i o t s . I n 1 9 7 5 , t h e 
T u r k i s h c o m m u n i t y e s t a b l i s h e d i t s 
o w n p o l i t i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n s a n d 
e c o n o m i c s y s t e m , a n d i n N o v e m 
be r 1983 f o u n d e d t h e T u r k i s h 
R e p u b l i c o f N o r t h e r n C y p r u s . 
T h i s b r o k e u p t h e C y p r i a n 
c o a l i t i o n g o v e r n m e n t . 

L a t e r o n , t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
passed a ser ies o f r e s o l u t i o n s 
c a l l i n g f o r a n e n d t o f o r e i g n 
i n t e r v e n t i o n a n d t h e r e s u m p t i o n 
o f i n t e r c o m m u n a l peace t a l k s . 
S u c h t a l k s w e r e h e l d i n 1 9 7 7 , 1 9 7 9 
a n d i n 1 9 8 5 , b u t t h e t w o s ides 
d i f f e r e d s h a r p l y o v e r t r o o p 
w i t h d r a w a l s a n d o t h e r k n o t t y 
p r o b l e m s . 

S e v e r a l f a c t o r s h a v e l e d t o t h e 
A u g u s t 2 4 i n t e r c o m m u n a l t a l k s . 

F i r s t , t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l s i t u a t i o n 
as a w h o l e is e a s i n g u p . I n 
p a r t i c u l a r , s ince e a r l y t h i s y e a r , 
G r e e c e a n d T u r k e y h a v e t a k e n t h e 
r o a d o f r e c o n c i l i a t i o n g u i d e d b y 
t h e D a v o s s p i r i t . I n t h i s g e n e r a l 
c o n t e x t o f r e l a x a t i o n o f i n t e r 
n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s , t h e C y p r u s 
p r o b l e i n , w h i c h is c l o s e l y r e l a t e d 
t o t h e t w o c o u n t r i e s , h a s b e c o m e 
n a t u r a l l y a p r i m e c o n c e r n o f b o t h 
s ides . 

S e c o n d , l o n g - t e r m c o n t e n t i o n 
b e t w e e n t h e t w o l a r g e s t n a t i o n 
a l i t i e s o f a c o u n t r y i s s u r e t o b e 
u n f a v o u r a b l e f o r t h e c o u n t r y ' s 
e c o n o m i c p r o g r e s s . M o r e t h a n a 
decade o f c o m m u n a l c o n f l i c t s 
h a v e b r o u g h t s e r i o u s losses t o 
t o u r i s m o n C y p r u s . 

T h i r d , a f t e r a c h i e v i n g p e a c e f u l 
s e t t l e m e n t s i n v a r i o u s " h o t s p o t s , " 
e s p e c i a l l y t h e I r a n - I r a q w a r , t h e 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s h a s a p p r o a c h e d 
t h e p r o b l e m o f C y p r u s w i t h 
i n c r e a s e d c o n f i d e n c e a n d i n i t i a t e d 
e f f e c t i v e m e d i a t i o n . 

F o u r t h , d i s c o r d i n C y p r u s h a s 
p e r s i s t e d f o r so m a n y y e a r s a n d 
t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o m m u n i t y h a s 
c a l l e d f o r a n e n d t o i t f o r so l o n g , i t 
n o w seems w i s e t o t r y t o r e s o l v e 
t h e p r o b l e m t h r o u g h n e g o t i a t i o n . 

O f c o u r s e , a l l s ides i n v o l v e d s t i l l 
h a v e a l o n g w a y t o g o b e f o r e a 
final s e t t l e m e n t i s r e a c h e d . I t i s a n 

e n c o u r a g i n g s i g n t h a t , o f f t o a 
g o o d s t a r t , t h e l e a d e r s o f t h e t w o 
c o m m u n i t i e s h a v e d e c i d e d t o 

N A M I B I A 

Na m i b i a , w h i c h l i e s i n s o u t h 
w e s t e r n A f r i c a , h a s b e e n 

i l l e g a l l y o c c u p i e d b y S o u t h A f r i c a . 
T h e c o r e o f t h e s o - c a l l e d 
N a m i b i a n i s s u e i s t h e r e a l i z a t i o n 
o f n a t i o n a l i n d e p e n d e n c e . A f t e r 
f o u r r o u n d s o f t a l k s , A n g o l a , 
C u b a , S o u t h A f r i c a a n d t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s r e a c h e d a g r e e m e n t 
o n 14 b a s i c p r i n c i p l e s i n t h e 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f t h e U N 
S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l R e s o l u t i o n 4 3 5 . 
T h i s w a s a m a j o r s t ep t o w a r d s t h e 
s e t t l e m e n t o f t h e i s s u e o f 
N a m i b i a n i n d e p e n d e n c e . 

R e c e n t l y t h e f o u r p a r t i e s b e g a n 
a n e w r o u n d o f t a l k s i n t h e 
C o n g o l e s e c a p i t a l o f B r a z z a v i l l e . 
T h e i r d i s c u s s i o n s w e r e s e r i o u s , 
d e t a i l e d a n d c o n s t r u c t i v e . B u t 
t h e y f a i l e d t o m e e t t h e i r S e p t e m 
b e r 1 t a r g e t d u e t o d i f f e r e n c e s o v e r 
t h e w i t h d r a w a l t i m e t a b l e o f a n 
e s t i m a t e d 5 0 , 0 0 0 C u b a n t r o o p s 
f r o m A n g o l a . C u b a h a s p r o p o s e d 
a 4 8 - m o n t h p e r i o d t o c o m p l e t e t h e 
w i t h d r a w a l w h i l e S o u t h A f r i c a h a s 
d e m a n d e d a C u b a n t r o o p p u l l - o u t 
w i t h i n o n e y e a r t o m a t c h i t s 
d e p a r t u r e f r o m N a m i b i a . 

T h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s h a s m a d e 
p e r s i s t e n t e f f o r t s t o w a r d s a 
s e t t l e m e n t . O n M a y 19 , 1 9 6 7 t h e 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y c o n f e r e n c e o f t h e 
U N G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y d e c i d e d t o 
set u p t h e U N C o u n c i l f o r 
S o u t h w e s t e r n A f r i c a w h i c h l a t e r 
t u r n e d i n t o t h e U N C o u n c i l f o r 
N a m i b i a . O n A u g u s t 2 4 , 1 9 7 3 t h e 

c o n t i n u e t h e i r t a l k s 
u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y . 

by Xian Wang 

U N C o u n c i l f o r N a m i b i a d e c l a r e d 
A u g u s t 2 6 N a m i b i a D a y . I n 
A u g u s t 1 9 7 8 t h e f o r m e r U N 
s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l p u t f o r w a r d a 
p r o p o s a l o n N a m i b i a n i n d e 
p e n d e n c e b a s e d o n a d r a f t d r a w n 
u p b y t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , B r i t a i n , 
F r a n c e , F e d e r a l G e r m a n y a n d 
C a n a d a . O n S e p t e m b e r 2 9 o f t h e 
s a m e y e a r t h e U N S e c u r i t y 
C o u n c i l a d o p t e d R e s o l u t i o n 4 3 5 . 
O n O c t o b e r 3 0 , 1 9 8 7 t h e U N 
S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l e n t r u s t e d t h e 
s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l w i t h a r r a n g i n g a 
c e a s e f i r e b e t w e e n S o u t h A f r i c a 
a n d t h e S o u t h W e s t A f r i c a 
P e o p l e ' s O r g a n i z a t i o n ( S W A P O ) . 

M e a n w h i l e v a r i o u s c o u n t r i e s o f • 
t h e w o r l d h a v e c o n d e m n e d S o u t h 
A f r i c a ' s i l l e g a l o c c u p a t i o n o f 
N a m i b i a a n d s u p p o r t e d t h e 
s t r u g g l e f o r N a m i b i a n 
i n d e p e n d e n c e . 

I t i s u n d e r s u c h c i r c u m s t a n c e s 
t h a t b e t w e e n M a y a n d A u g u s t o f 
t h i s y e a r , A n g o l a , C u b a , S o u t h 
A f r i c a a n d t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s h e l d 
f o u r r o u n d s o f t a l k s o n C u b a n 
t r o o p w i t h d r a w a l f r o m A n g o l a 
a n d t h e i s s u e o f N a m i b i a n 
i n d e p e n d e n c e . T h e p a r t i e s 
c o n c e r n e d — A n g o l a , C u b a a n d 
S o u t h A f r i c a — w i t h t h e m e d i 
a t i o n o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , h a v e 
a g r e e d o n i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f 
R e s o l u t i o n 4 3 5 as o f N o v e m b e r 1 
a n d t h e c o m p l e t e w i t h d r a w a l o f 
S o u t h A f r i c a n t r o o p s f r o m 

A Glimmer of Hope for Independence 

Under the leadership of the South West A f r i c a People's 
O r g a n i z a t i o n , the N a m i b i a n people have struggled for 
independence for the past 22 years. T h e r e is some hope that i t 
w i l l be achieved in the foreseeable f u t u r e . 
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N a m i b i a b y F e b r u a r y 1 o f n e x t 
y e a r . H o w e v e r , t h e p a r t i e s h a v e 
n o w e m b a r k e d o n a n o t h e r r o u n d 
o f t a l k s r e g a r d i n g t h e t i m e t a b l e f o r 
a C u b a n m i l i t a r y p u l l - o u t f r o m 
A n g o l a , w h e r e S W A P O - l e d g u e r 
r i l l a s a r e b a s e d . 

P r e s i d e n t o f t h e c u r r e n t U N 
G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y P e t e r F l o r i n 
( D e m o c r a t i c R e p u b l i c o f G e r 
m a n y ) a n d P r e s i d e n t o f t h e 
S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l f o r A u g u s t , L i 
L u y e ( C h i n a ) , r e a f f i r m e d t h e i r 
d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o h e l p e n s u r e t h e 
r e a l i z a t i o n o f i n d e p e n d e n c e f o r 
N a m i b i a . S p e a k i n g i n t h e n a m e o f 
t h e U N S p e c i a l C o m m i t t e e o n 
D e c o l o n i z a t i o n , A h m a d F a r o u k 
A r n o u s s c a l l e d o n t h e i n t e r n 
a t i o n a l c o m m u n i t y t o r e m a i n 
" v i g i l a n t a n d t a k e w h a t e v e r 
m e a s u r e s n e c e s s a r y " t o g e t 
R e s o l u t i o n 4 3 5 i m p l e m e n t e d . A n y 
p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n t o t h e q u e s t i o n , 
he a d d e d , m u s t be b a s e d o n 
" i m m e d i a t e a n d u n c o n d i t i o n a l 
t e r m i n a t i o n " o f S o u t h A f r i c a ' s 
o c c u p a t i o n o f t h e t e r r i t o r y a n d t h e 
f r e e exe rc i s e b y t h e N a m i b i a n s o f 
t h e i r r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n 
a n d i n d e p e n d e n c e . 

W h i l e e x p e s s i n g o p t i m i s m 
a b o u t t h e c u r r e n t t a l k s i n 
B r a z z a v i l l e , N a h a s A n g u l a , h i g h 
o f f i c i a l o f S W A P O , s a i d , " W e 
k n o w w e m u s t r e m a i n v i g i l a n t , 
a n d c a r r y o n w i t h t h e w a r o f 
n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n i n t h e e v e n t 
S o u t h A f r i c a dec ides t o b a c k 
t r a c k . " 

" W e w i l l k e e p o u r a t t e n t i o n 
firmly f o c u s s e d o n w h a t t h e e n e m y 
is d o i n g o n t h e g r o u n d i n 
N a m i b i a , w h e r e S o u t h A f r i c a 
c o n t i n u e s t o p e r p e t u a t e i t s i l l e g a l 
o c c u p a t i o n a n d b r u t a l t y r a n n y 
a g a i n s t o u r p e o p l e , " h e s a i d . H e 
a l s o n o t e d t h a t , a l t h o u g h t h e 
P r e t o r i a r e g i m e h a s e x p r e s s e d i t s 
c o m m i t m e n t t o t h e c u r r e n t t a l k s , 
i t is a t t h e s a m e t i m e r e i n f o r c i n g i t s 
o c c u p a t i o n f o r c e s w i t h a d d i t i o n a l 
h e a v y m i l i t a r y h a r d w a r e , i n c l u d 
i n g t h e i n s t a l l a t i o n o f a s o 
p h i s t i c a t e d a n t i - a i r d e f e n c e s y s t e m 
at O s h a k a t i , O n d a n g w a a n d 

G r o o t f o n t e i n . T h e r e g i m e i s a l s o 
c o n d u c t i n g n a v a l e x e r c i s e s a t 
W a l v i s B a y , t h e o n l y d e e p sea p o r t 
i n N a m i b i a , w h i c h P r e t o r i a c l a i m s 
as p a r t o f S o u t h A f r i c a . T h i s i s 
u n f a v o u r a b l e t o f u t u r e t a l k s o n 

S P A I N 

On J a n u a r y 1 , 1 9 8 6 , S p a i n 
r e a l i z e d i t s d e c a d e - l o n g a s p i r 

a t i o n o f b e c o m i n g a f u l l m e m b e r 
o f t h e E u r o p e a n C o m m u n i t y 
( E C ) . A f t e r t h e a c c e s s i o n o f S p a i n 
a n d s i m u l t a n e o u s e n t r y o f P o r 
t u g a l , t h e E C b e c a m e t h e w o r l d ' s 
b i g g e s t m a r k e t w i t h a p o p u l a t i o n 
o f 3 2 0 m i l l i o n a n d e x p o r t s a n d 
i m p o r t s w h i c h s u r p a s s e d t h o s e o f 
t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . 

S p a i n h a s a l s o b e n e f i t e d f r o m i t s 
a c c e s s i o n t o t h e c o m m u n i t y . 
H i s t o r i c a l l y , S p a i n r u l e d c o l o n i e s 
s e v e r a l t i m e s i t s o w n s ize . B u t i t 
r e m a i n e d a r e l a t i v e l y u n i m p o r t a n t 
c o u n t r y b e c a u s e o f i t s b a c k w a r d 
s o c i a l a n d e c o n o m i c s t r u c t u r e a n d 
i t s l a c k o f n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s . I n t h e 
1 9 7 0 s , t h e c o u n t r y ' s a n n u a l 
e c o n o m i c g r o w t h r a t e w a s o n l y 0 . 7 
p e r c e n t ; t h e i n f l a t i o n a n d u n e m , -
p l o y m e n t rate 's w e r e i n t h e d o u b l e -
d i g i t b r a c k e t ; a n d s t a t e - o w n e d 
e n t e r p r i s e s w e r e l o s i n g m o n e y . 
B u t s i n c e t h e s t a r t o f t h e 1 9 8 0 s a n d 
e s p e c i a l l y s i n c e S p a i n b e c a m e a 
f u l l m e m b e r o f t h e E C , i t s 
e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t h a s t a k e n 
o f f . I n f l a t i o n h a s d r o p p e d t o less 
t h a n 5 p e r c e n t w h i l e t h e e c o n o m i c 
g r o w t h r a t e h a s r i s e n t o 4 . 8 
p e r c e n t , s u r p a s s i n g o t h e r W e s t 
E u r o p e a n i n d u s t r i a l c o u n t r i e s . 
O b s e r v e r s n o w l o o k a t S p a i n w i t h 
n e w e y e s a n d r e g a r d i t a s 
" E u r o p e ' s J a p a n . " 

T h e e x p l a n a t i o n s f o r S p a i n ' s 

t h e N a m i b i a n i s s u e . T a l k s o n a 
s o l u t i o n t o t h e r e g i o n a l c o n f l i c t s 
a r e t h e c u r r e n t t r e n d a n d c o n f o r m 
t o t h e p e o p l e ' s d e s i r e , b u t t h e r o a d 
a h e a d is a z i g z a g o n e . 

Chang Qing 

r a p i d e c o n o m i c g r o w t h v a r y . B u t 
i t i s l a r g e l y a t t r i b u t e d J o t w o 
d e c i s i v e m o v e s b y t h e S p a n i s h 
g o v e r n m e n t : F i r s t , t h e g o v e r n 
m e n t i n t r o d u c e d m e a s u r e s t o 
a d j u s t a n d s t a b i l i z e t h e e c o n o m y . 
T h e s e i n c l u d e d p r i v a t i z i n g s t a t e -
o w n e d e n t e r p r i s e s a n d r e v a m p i n g 
t h e i n d u s t r i a l s t r u c t u r e t o i n c r e a s e 
p r o d u c t i v i t y ; d e v a l u i n g t h e p e s e t a 
t o i n c r e a s e t h e c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s o f 
e x p o r t s ; c u t t i n g g o v e r n m e n t 
s p e n d i n g t o r e d u c e financial 
d e f i c i t s ; a n d o p e n i n g u p t h e 
c o u n t r y t o f o r e i g n i n v e s t m e n t . 
S e c o n d , t h e g o v e r n m e n t c a m 
p a i g n e d a c t i v e l y t o e n s u r e t h a t 
S p a i n p l a y s i t s f u l l r o l e i n t h e E C . 

T h e n e w e c o n o m i c m e a s u r e s 
i n c r e a s e d t h e a b i l i t y o f S p a n i s h 
e n t e r p r i s e s t o c o m p e t e i n f o r e i g n 
m a r k e t s , w h i l e m a k i n g t h e m o s t o f 
t h e b e n e f i t s o f E C m e m b e r s h i p . 
L o s i n g e n t e r p r i s e s s t a r t e d t o t u r n 
a r o u n d w h i l e o t h e r s i n c r e a s e d 
t h e i r p r o f i t s . 

E C m e m b e r s h i p s p u r r e d t h e 
c o m p e t i t i v e s p i r i t o f S p a n i s h 
e n t e r p r i s e s , a s w e l l as t h e 
g o v e r n m e n t ' s n e w m e a s u r e s . H a v 
i n g l o n g b e e n l e f t o u t o f t h e E C , 
S p a n i s h e n t e r p r i s e s l a c k e d v i g o u r 
a n d t h e w i l l t o c o m p e t e . G o n z a l e z 
d e s c r i b e d j o i n i n g t h e E C a n d 
o p e n i n g S p a i n ' s d o o r t o o t h e r 
c o u n t r i e s as " l e t t i n g i n t h e f r e s h 
a i r o f c o m p e t i t i o n . " 

by Llao XIanwang 

Rising Star of the European Community 
When Spain became a full member of the European 
Community, Spanish P r i m e Minister Felipe Gonzalez hailed 
the event as one of historic importance for both Spain and 
Western Europe in general. Subsequent developments seem to 
be proving him correct. 
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G D R L E A D E R : 

On Economic Construction and Reform 
Gunter Mittag, member of ttie Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany and vice-chairman of the Council of State of the 
German Democratic Republic (GDR), met with Dai Yannian, Zhang Taihuang and She 
Duanzhi, staff reporters of the 'Beijing Review' on August 11 in Berlin and answered 
their questions. Excerpts follow. 

Question: Could you please tell 
us about the GDR's economic 
development and the Improve
ment of the people's Ihring 
standards in recent years, and 
cite the most important expe
riences you have had in these 
areas? 
Answer: P r o c e e d i n g f r o m t h e 
r e s o l u t i o n a d o p t e d a t t h e E i g h t h 
N a t i o n a l C o n g r e s s o f t h e S o c i a l i s t 
U n i t y P a r t y o f G e r m a n y h e l d i n 
1 9 7 1 a n d t h e g o a l t o f u r t h e r b u i l d 
s o c i a l i s m o n a h i g h l y - d e v e l o p e d 
l e v e l s t i p u l a t e d i n t h e P a r t y 
p r o g r a m m e , w e a r e i m p l e m e n t i n g 
t h e g e n e r a l t a s k o f i n t e g r a t i n g 
e c o n o m i c p o l i c i e s w i t h s o c i a l 
w e l f a r e . I n t h i s , w e h a v e m e t w i t h 
g r e a t success. 

A s f o r t h e p r o g r e s s a c h i e v e d i n 
t h e e c o n o m y a n d s o c i a l w e l f a r e , 
t h e y e a r s s i n c e t h e E i g h t h 
C o n g r e s s o f t h e P a r t y h a v e p r o v e d 
t o be t h e m o s t f r u i t f u l y e a r s i n 
G D R h i s t o r y . 

I n 1 9 8 7 , c o m p a r e d w i t h 1 9 7 0 , 
n a t i o n a l i n c o m e i n t e r m s o f 
p r o d u c t i o n o u t p u t g r e w b y 1 1 5 
p e r c e n t , t h a t i s , i t m o r e t h a n 
d o u b l e d ; t h e t o t a l v a l u e o f 
i n d u s t r i a l o u t p u t r o s e b y 1 2 8 
p e r c e n t , a n d l a b o u r p r o d u c t i v i t y 
i n t h e n a t i o n a l e c o n o m y b y 105 
p e r c e n t . 

G r a i n y i e l d g r e w f r o m 6 . 5 
m i U i o n t o n s i n 1 9 7 0 t o 11 m i l h o n 
t o n s i n 1 9 8 7 . 

F r o m 1 9 7 1 t o 1 9 8 7 , 2 , 8 4 0 , 5 4 9 
f l a t s w e r e b u i l t o r r e p a i r e d i n t h e 
G D R . T h i s m e a n s t h e l i v i n g 
c o n d i t i o n s o f 8 .55 m i l l i o n r e s i 
d e n t s h a v e b e e n f u n d a m e n t a l l y 
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i m p r o v e d . T h a t figure a c c o u n t s 
f o r m o r e t h a n h a l f o f t h e t o t a l 
p o p u l a t i o n o f t h e G D R . C o m 
p a r e d w i t h 1 9 7 1 , p e r - c a p i t a 
i n c o m e i n r e a l t e r m s h a s m o r e 
t h a n d o u b l e d . A t t h e s a m e t i m e , 
e q u a l l y i m p o r t a n t , t h e p r i c e o f 
d a i l y neces s i t i e s , r e n t , p u b l i c 
e x p e n d i t u r e s a n d c o n s u m p t i o n 
p r i c e s i n t h e s e r v i c e s e c t o r h a v e 
r e m a i n e d s t a b l e . 

W i t h r e g a r d t o o u r m o s t 
i m p o r t a n t e x p e r i e n c e s , I c a n 
a n s w e r y o u b r i e f l y : o u r p e o p l e 
f u l l y u n d e r s t a n d t h e s t r a t e g y o f 
c o m b i n i n g e c o n o m i c p o l i c y w i t h 
s o c i a l w e l f a r e a n d s u p p o r t i t i n 
t h e i r deeds b y l a u n c h i n g m a j o r 
e c o n o m i c i n i t i a t i v e s i n s o c i a l i s t 
l a b o u r c o m p e t i t i o n . T h i s i s 
b e c a u s e p e o p l e h a v e r e a l i z e d t h a t 
g r e a t e c o n o m i c a c h i e v e m e n t s a r e 
t h e s o l i d ba se f o r t h e S o c i a l i s t 
U n i t y P a r t y o f G e r m a n y ' s p o l i c y , 

w h i c h i s a i m e d a t b r i n g i n g w e l f a r e 
t o t h e p e o p l e , s t r e n g t h e n i n g 
s o c i a l i s m a l l - r o u n d a n d 
s a f e g u a r d i n g peace . B e s i d e s , t h e 
w i l l , o p t i m i s m a n d t h e p o w e r o f 
i n i t i a t i v e o f t h e G D R p e o p l e a r e 
b a s e d o n a n i m p o r t n t l i f e 
e x p e r i e n c e ; g o o d w o r k i n g p e r f o r 
m a n c e b e n e f i t s e v e r y b o d y . I n t h i s 
sense , t h e g u i d e l i n e o f i n t e g r a t i n g 
e c o n o m i c p o l i c y w i t h s o c i a l 
w e l f a r e p r o p e l s t h e G D R ' s r a p i d 
e c o n o m i c g r o w t h a n d m a r k e d 
s o c i a l p r o g r e s s . 

Q: in a speech m a d e in February 
this year, Comrade Erich Hon-
e c k e r pointed out that the GDR's 
policy of reform since 1 9 7 1 has 
yielded positive results. Could 
you brief us on the content of the 
reform and its development? 
A: T h e p o s i t i v e r e s u l t s w e h a v e 
a c h i e v e d a r e b a s e d o n a r e f o r m 



p r o g r a m m e i n i t i a t e d i n t h e e a r l y 
1 9 7 0 s . H e r e I ' d l i k e t o e x p l a i n a 
f e w t h i n g s . F i r s t , I w a n t t o p o i n t 
o u t t h a t t h e f u n d a m e n t a l c h a n g e s 
m a d e i n t h e 1 9 7 0 s i n t h e e c o n o m i c 
m a n a g e m e n t s y s t e m l e d t o t h e 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f c o m b i n e s a s t h e 
b a s i c u n i t o f s o c i a l i s t l a r g e - s c a l e 
p r o d u c t i o n . 

T h e w o r k o f s t a t e c e n t r a l 
p l a n n i n g a n d t h e b a l a n c e o f 
p a y m e n t s h a v e i m p r o v e d c o n s t 
a n t l y , a n d i n r e c e n t y e a r s t h i s h a s 
d e v e l o p e d i n t o a w h o l e s e t o f 
c o m p u t e r i z e d s y s t e m s c o n n e c t i n g 
t h e S t a t e P l a n n i n g C o m m i s s i o n 
a n d t h e c o m b i n e s . 

T h e r e f o r m i n i n d u s t r i a l a n d 
a g r i c u l t u r a l p r i c e s l a i d t h e f o u n d 
a t i o n f o r f u l l y i m p l e m e n t i n g a n 
e c o n o m i c a c c o u n t i n g s y s t e m a n d 
h a s h e l p e d a p p l y t h e p r i n c i p l e o f 
s e l f - f u n d i n g o n a n e v e r m o r e 
e x t e n s i v e b a s i s . 

A n e w l a b o u r l a w h a s f u r t h e r 
p r o m o t e d s o c i a l i s t d e m o c r a c y i n 
t h e f i e l d o f l a b o u r . T h a t i s , t r a d e 
u n i o n s h a v e g a i n e d m o r e p o w e r . 
T h i s i n c l u d e s a r o l e i n p r e p a r i n g , 
s i g n i n g a n d i m p l e m e n t i n g c o l l e c 
t i v e c o n t r a c t s o f e n t e r p r i s e s . T h e s e 
c o n t r a c t s a r e t h e t e s t e d m e a n s f o r 
t h e w o r k i n g p e o p l e t o e f f e c t i v e l y 
p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e p l a n n i n g a n d 
m a n a g e m e n t w o r k o f e n t e r p r i s e s , 
c o m b i n e s a n d v a r i o u s o t h e r u n i t s . 
T h e y a r e s i g n e d a s t h e b a s i c 
a g r e e m e n t b e t w e e n t h e l e a d e r o f 
a n e n t e r p r i s e a n d t h e t r a d e u n i o n 
l e a d e r o f t h a t e n t e r p r i s e . T h e 
a u t h o r i t y o f t h e C o m m i t t e e o f 
J o i n t C h i e f s o f T r a d e U n i o n 
G r o u p s h a s a l s o b e e n 
s t r e n g t h e n e d . 

N a t i o n a l e d u c a t i o n , i n c l u d i n g 
t r a i n i n g f o r a d u l t s , h a s d e v e l o p e d 
i n t o a u n i f i e d s y s t e m i n k e e p i n g 
w i t h t h e d e m a n d s o f m o d e r n 
p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s . 

T h e m a i n c o n t e n t o f t h e s e 
r e f o r m s i s t o a c c e l e r a t e t h e 
s o c i a l i s t i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n p r o c e s s 
m o r e w i d e l y a n d p u t i t o n a 
s u s t a i n a b l e b a s i s . I n t h i s w a y w e 
c a n m a k e g o o d u s e o f t h e 
s u p e r i o r i t y o f s o c i a l i s m , a c h i e v e 

Gunter Mittag greets our staff reporters 

s t e a d y e c o n o m i c g r o w t h a n d b r i n g 
h a p p i n e s s t o o u r p e o p l e . 

I n t h e s e r e f o r m s t h a t a r e a l r e a d y 
u n d e r w a y , t h e S o c i a l i s t U n i t y 
P a r t y o f G e r m a n y h a s b e e n t r y i n g 
t o r e s p o n d q u i c k l y t o t h e 
p r o b l e m s t h a t h a v e a r i s e n f r o m 
t h e i n c r e a s i n g l y b u r g e o n i n g d e v e l 
o p m e n t o f p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s . 
W h a t i s i m p o r t a n t i s t h a t w e m u s t 
k e e p p a c e w i t h t h e t i m e s a n d t a k e 
p r e c a u t i o n s a g a i n s t d i f f i c u l t i e s 
t h a t c a n b e f o r e s e e n i n t h e c o u r s e 
o f d e v e l o p m e n t . T h e r e f o r e , w e 
n e v e r r e g a r d a s a l r e a d y c o m p l e t e d 
o u r w o r k t o f o r m u l a t e t h e 
s t r a t e g i c p l a n o f b u i l d i n g a 
d e v e l o p e d s o c i a l i s t s o c i e t y i n o u r 
c o u n t r y . I t w i l l b e a p r o c e s s , o f 
d e e p p o l i t i c a l , s o c i a l , i d e o l t i g j c a l 
a n d c u l t u r a l t r a n s i t i o n . 

Q: How did the combines emerge 
and develop? How do they 
manifest their independence? 
A: T h e f o r m a t i o n a n d d e v e l o p 
m e n t o f c o m b i n e s i n t h e 1 9 7 0 s w a s 
a p r o c e s s o f d e e p e c o n o m i c a n d 
p o l i t i c a l , r a t h e r t h a n m e r e 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l , c h a n g e s . 

T h e c o m b i n e s a r o s e f r o m 
p r o d u c t i o n u n i t s ' a s s o c i a t i o n s . 

w h i c h l i q u i d a t e d t h e a d m i n i s t r a 
t i v e a n d m a n a g e r i a l i n t e r 
m e d i a r i e s b e t w e e n t h e i n d u s t r i a l 
m i n i s t r i e s a n d e n t e r p r i s e s . N o w , 
t h e g e n e r a l m a n a g e r o f a c o m b i n e 
i s u n d e r t h e d i r e c t l e a d e r s h i p o f 
m i n i s t e r s a n d h e h i m s e l f i s t h e 
l e a d e r o f t h e h e a d f a c t o r y o f t h e 
c o m b i n e . C o m b i n e s a s a w h o l e 
p r a c t i s e e c o n o m i c a c c o u n t i n g a n d 
t a k e r e s p o n s i b i h t y f o r t h e i r o w n 
p r o f i t s a n d l o s s e s . A t t h e s a m e 
t i m e , f a c t o r i e s w i t h i n c o m b i n e s 
a r e l e g a l l y a n d e c o n o m i c a l l y 
i n d e p e n d e n t . 

T h e c o m b i n e s h a v e g r a d u a l l y 
d e v e l o p e d i n t o e c o n o m i c u n i t s 
t h a t c a n f u l f i l c o m p r e h e n s i v e 
n a t i o n a l e c o n o m i c t a s k s b y r e l y i n g 
o n t h e i r o w n r e s o u r c e s . C o m b i n e s 
d o n o t m e r e l y p r o d u c e ; t h e y n o w 
i n c l u d e m a j o r r e s e a r c h , d e v e l o p 
m e n t a n d d e s i g n s e c t o r s , p o w e r f u l , 
s p e c i a l i z e d e q u i p m e n t -
m a n u f a c t u r i n g d e p a r t m e n t s , e n 
g i n e e r i n g d e p a r t m e n t s , c o m p l e t e 
p r o d u c t i o n o f c o n s u m e r g o o d s 
e n t e r p r i s e s a n d t h e i r o w n f o r e i g n 
t r a d e c o n n e c t i o n s . C o m b i n e s h a v e 
b e g u n o n t h e i r o w n t o p r o d u c e 
m o r e a n d m o r e s p a r e p a r t s t h a t 
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are of decisive significance to the 
quantity and quaUty of their 
products. 

So the economic circulation in 
the most important stage of the 
reproduction process has been 
roughly completed. Combines 
have stood tests under the 
conditions of intensification of the 
economy. Yes, without combines 
it would be unimaginable to effect 
the transition to intensification. 

The independence of combines 
is manifested in the following 
areas: 

Within the state central plan, 
combines themselves take on the 
responsibility for planning and 
management of the reproduction 
process for their own factories. 
They are responsible for drawing 
up economic contracts with part-
suppliers and product-users. 
Economically, they guarantee 
product quality and quantity and 
the strict execution of contracts. 
Combines as a whole and their 
subordinate factories all imple
ment a system of economic 
accounting. In addition, the 
principle of self-funding, includ
ing the part of funds that should 
be handed to the state according to 
plan, is playing a bigger and bigger 
role. 

In short, combines are the 

pillars of the GDR's socialist 
planned economy. They are the 
modern form of management of 
socialist large-scale production in 
industry, building, transport and 
communications. They have more 
and more become the catalyst for 
the rapid development of science 
and technology and the applic
ation of the results of science and 
technology in the economy. 

Q: What measures has the GDR 
taken to raise the working 
efficiency of scientific workers 
and tap their enthusiasm? 
A: The G D R attaches great 
importance to the role of scientific 
workers, because science and 
technology is the key link for 
realizing its strategic economic 
aims. 

The integration of science and 
technology with production in the 
combines is the most important 
measure for raising the working 
efficiency of scientific workers. At 
present, more than 70 percent of 
our scientific and technical 
researchers are working in com
bines. About 50 percent of the 
Academy of Sciences' scientific 
personnel has established links 
with combines through economic 
contracts. Independent scientific 
research institutions practise 

economic accounting systems. 
Combines pay for the scientific 
results and services provided by 
the Academy of Sciences and the 
institutions affiliated to the 
various universities and colleges 
through contracts. This means 
that scientific results and services, 
just like commodities, can be sold 
and purchased, their price being 
decided by their beneficial results. 

All these steps, especially the 
result-oriented method of pay
ment, play an important role in 
developing a creative spirit among 
scientific workers. Since the 1980s, 
the main form of material reward 
has been based on a wage policy 
that is oriented towards research 
results, in the form of a wage 
subsidy connected with the 
research theme. The amount of 
this subsidy usually accounts for 
15-20 percent of a scientist's 
income. Those who have accom
plished tasks of special im
portance receive a special 
reward — an extra bonus. The 
material incentive is closely related 
to the reward and moral 
encouragement by the state. These 
measures, in accord with the 
socialist principle of distribution 
according to work, have propelled 
our country forward in its struggle 
to achieve high-tech results. • 

GDR Through Journalists' Eyes 
by Our Staff Reporters Dai Yannian and She Duanzhi 

At the invitation of Horizont, an 
international affai rs monthly 

published in Berlin, the German 
Democratic Republic (GDR), we 
paid our first visit to the country 
and the capital in the second week 
of August. 

B e r l i n 

As the centre of Hitler's Nazi 
Germany during World War I I , 

16 

Berlin was almost reduced to 
ruins; most of today's buildings 
are either newly constructed or 
renovated. 

A noticeable feature of the city 
construction is the carefully 
preserved traditional architectural 
style. This has been done so 
skillfully that it's almost impo
ssible to distinguish the new from 
the old. 

The city spreads around Nicolai 

Church, built in the 13th century, 
now the oldest building in the city. 
The stone carvings and statues on 
the roofs of buildings and on the 
ground were all restored or kept 
intact. 

Escorted by Comrade Wilfried 
Lang, responsible for covering 
events in East Asian socialist 
countries for H o r i z o n t , we visited 
some of the main attractions in 
Berlin, such as the Alexander 
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Plaza, the Marx-Engeis Forum, 
the Republic Palace, museums, 
and the Soviet Soldiers' Memorial 
at Treptow. We were struck by the 
beauty and serenity of the city. 

Meeting GDR Leader 

Beside the Council of Slate 
Building is an old, lower building, 
in which the offices ofthe Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany are 
located. On August 11, Gunter 
Mittag, member of the Political 
Bureau of the Party Central 
Committee and vice-chairman of 
the Council of State, who is 
responsible for national economic 
affairs, met us for an interview. 
The Editor-in-Chief of the Horiz-
ont, Ernst-Otto Schwabe, was 
also present. 

The vice-chairman greeted us at 
his office door with a smile. Aside 
from economic topics (see page 18 
in this issue), he also discussed 
relations between the G D R and 
China. He said his country 
attaches great importance to 
developing friendly ties with 
China and that in recent years the 
relations have been very good. 

Much progress has been made in 
all fields, he said. 

The exchange of visits between 
Erich Honecker and General 
Secretary of the Chinese Commu
nist Party Zhao Ziyang made a 
significant contribution to 
bilateral relations, he added. He 
stressed that the relations are 
based on common goals and 
characterized by equality and 
comradely co-operation. He said 
he is very glad to see how much 
China has achieved in recent 
years. He maintained that there is 
great potential and opportunity 
for China and the G D R to further 
expand and deepen their friendly 
relations. 

In his briefing on the G D R ' s 
economic strategy, the vice-
chairman put the advance of 
science and technology in the first 
place. He said the superiority of 
socialism must be more effectively 
combined with the scientific and 
technological revolution. Today 
microelectronics technology, 
modern computer technology and 
other new technologies are playing 
an increasingly big role in the 
national economy. 

Since China is carrying out 

reforms, we naturally turned to 
the topic of the G D R ' s reforms. 
He answered summarily that their 
reform was set in motion at the 
Eighth Congress of the Party in 
1971 and has yielded good results. 

Our several days' visit was all 
too brief; we left with this 
impression: the G D R and China, 
with different national conditions, 
are exploring their own paths of 
construction and reform in 
conformity with their own charac
teristics. Their ways of building 
socialism differ —which is only 
na tu ra l—and conform, in some 
aspects, as well. 

Combine and Co-operative 

We visited the Hans Beimler 
Locomotive and Electronics 
Works in Hennigsdorf, a small 
town near Berlin. According to 
leaders of the plant, in 1970, the 
factory, then having 9,000 
workers, formed into what it is 
today — a combine—with eight 
other factories in other places. The 
factory itself became the head 
factory. The combine, under the 
guidance of central planning, 
formulates producfion plans and 
operates independently. It imple
ments economic accounting and 
assumes responsibihty for its own 
profits and losses. Part of its profit 
is handed over to the state each 
year, and the rest is at its own 
disposal. 

The combine has become a large 
economic entity engaged in 
locomotive and electronics pro
duction and has established 
associations with more than 1,000 
factories throughout the country. 
Faced with a serious energy 
shortage, the G D R plans to 
electrify all its railways by 1995. At 
present electrical locomotives 
account for only 22 percent of the 
total, and the combine is expected 
to play a major role in realizing 
that goal. 

When citing the advantages of 
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c o m b i n e s , o u r h o s t e x p l a i n e d , 
" W e c a n c o n c e n t r a t e o u r f o r c e s , 
e s p e c i a l l y r e s e a r c h a n d d e v e l o p 
m e n t , t o a c o m p a r a t i v e l y h i g h 
deg ree , a n d w e h a v e h e l p e d s o m e 
b a c k w a r d f a c t o r i e s d e v e l o p 
s t e a d i l y i n t o g o o d p a r t n e r s i n t h e 
n a t i o n a l e c o n o m y . " 

A c o m b i n e as a w h o l e i s l i k e a n 
a s s e m b l y l i n e , w i t h a h e a d f a c t o r y 
a n d s e v e r a l s u b o r d i n a t e f a c t o r i e s , 
w h i c h a r e u s u a l l y p a r t - s u p p l i e r s . 
T h e H a n s B e i m l e r c o m b i n e i s a n 
e x a m p l e . 

T h e b r i e f i n g g i v e n b y o u r h o s t 
m a d e us f e e l w e w e r e o n f a m i l i a r 
g r o u n d . I n r e c e n t y e a r s C h i n a h a s 
b e e n t r y i n g t o e x p a n d t h e 
a u t o n o m o u s r i g h t s o f e n t e r p r i s e s 
a n d p r o m o t e h o r i z o n t a l a s s o c i 
a t i o n a m o n g e n t e r p r i s e s t o f o r m 
" e n t e r p r i s e g r o u p s " t h a t t r a n 
s c e n d t h e l i m i t s o f a r e a s a n d 
i n d u s t r i e s . 

O u r h o s t w e n t o n t o s a y t h a t t h e 
f a c t o r y s t a r t e d t o e x p o r t t o C h i n a 
i n 1 9 5 4 , a n d c o n t i n u e d t o d o s o 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e m o s t c o m p l e x 
p e r i o d i n G D R - C h i n e s e r e l a t i o n s . 
U p t o n o w , i t h a s e x p o r t e d 
a l t o g e t h e r 4Q h e a t i n g f a c i l i t i e s , 1 8 6 
i n d u s t r i a l l o c o m o t i v e s , 7 0 0 
l o c o m o t i v e s f o r m i n i n g w e l l s , a n d 
e l e c t r i c a l r a d i a t i n g s t o v e s u s e d f o r 
m e l t i n g u l t r a - p u r e m e t a l s . T h i s 
p r o d u c t , o f t h e h i g h e s t w o r l d 
s t a n d a r d s , i s e x p o r t e d a l s o t o t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s a n d J a p a n . 

T h e r e a r e 2 2 0 s u c h c o m b i n e s i n 
t h e c o u n t r y , e m p l o y i n g 4 0 p e r c e n t 
o f t h e n a t i o n ' s l a b o u r f o r c e . T h e y 
b e l o n g e i t h e r t o t h e s t a t e o r t o t h e 
15 p r e f e c t u r e s i n t h e c o u n t r y . O v e r 
t h e y e a r s t h e G D R e c o n o m y h a s 
b e e n g r o w i n g s t e a d i l y a n d t h e 
n a t i o n a l i n c o m e h a s i n c r e a s e d a t 
a n a v e r a g e a n n u a l r a t e o f 4 . 5 
p e r c e n t . T h i s i s t h e r e s u l t o f t h e 
G D R ' s r e f o r m a n d o t h e r e f f e c t i v e 
poUc ies , i n c l u d i n g t h a t o f o r g a n i z 
i n g c o m b i n e s . 

A t t h e M i t t e n w a l d e A g r i c u l 
t u r a l C o - o p e r a t i v e , M a n f r e d N o s -
s a k , c h a i r m a n o f t h e c o - o p e r a t i v e , 
s a i d i n t h e 1950s h e j o i n e d t h e c o 
o p e r a t i v e w i t h 18 h e c t a r e s o f l a n d 

a n d h e h a s b e e n c h a i r m a n f o r 
m o r e t h a n t w o decades . N o w t h e 
c o - o p e r a t i v e , w i t h 5 , 5 0 0 h e c t a r e s 
o f l a n d , h a s 7 0 0 w o r k e r s a n d s t a f f . 
T h e m a i n c r o p i s o a t s , a c c o u n t i n g 
f o r 8 0 p e r c e n t , t h e o t h e r c r o p s 
b e i n g b a r l e y a n d w h e a t . C o r n i s 
g r o w n as f o d d e r . T h e a n n u a l g r a i n 
p r o d u c t i o n a n d b y - p r o d u c t s o f t h e 
c o - o p e r a t i v e c a n m e e t t h e c o n 
s u m p t i o n n e e d s o f s o m e 5 0 , 0 0 0 
G D R r e s i d e n t s . 

M o r e t h a n 9 5 p e r c e n t o f t h e 
w o r k i s d o n e b y m a c h i n e s w i t h t h e 
a i d o f c o m p u t e r s . 

T h e c h a i r m a n a l s o t o l d u s t h a t 
e a c h m e m b e r o f t h e c o - o p e r a t i v e 
h a s 0 . 2 5 h e c t a r e s o f l a n d f o r h i s 
o w n u s e o n w h i c h h e c a n r a i s e 

p o u l t r y o r g r o w v e g e t a b l e s . 
H e a d d e d t h a t t h e r e a r e 3 , 8 9 0 

a g r i c u l t u r a l a n d a n i m a l h u s 
b a n d r y c o - o p e r a t i v e s i n t h e 
c o u n t r y , c o v e r i n g 8 8 p e r c e n t o f t h e 
c u l t i v a b l e l a n d . T h e res t o f t h e 
l a n d i s u s e d f o r s t a t e - r u n f a r m s . 
G r a i n o u t p u t h a s s c o r e d r e c o r d 
h a r v e s t s s u c c e s s i v e l y i n r e c e n t 
y e a r s . 

Housing Construction 

W e w e r e p a r t i c u l a r l y i m p r e s s e d 
b y t h e G D R ' s e f f o r t s t o i m p r o v e 
p e o p l e ' s h o u s i n g c o n d i t i o n s . E a c h 
r e s i d e n t i a l a r e a b u i l t i n c l u d e s 

The Hans Beimler Locomotive and Electronics Works in Hennigsdorf. 
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s h o p s , r e s t a u r a n t s , s c h o o l s , k i n 
d e r g a r t e n s , g y m n a s i u m s , c l u b s 
a n d o t h e r s e r v i c e f a c i l i t i e s . 

W e v i s i t e d a c o n s t r u c t i o n s i t e i n 
P o t s d a m , w h e r e t h e h i s t o r i c 
P o t s d a m A g r e e m e n t w a s s i g n e d . 
C o m r a d e B r o c k , m a n a g e r o f t h e 
P o t s d a m S t a t e - R u n H o u s i n g -
C o n s t r u c t i o n C o m b i n e , t o l d u s 
t h a t a s s e m b l y - l i n e m e t h o d s a r e 
u s e d . E v e r y p a r t o f a b u i l d i n g is 
m a d e s e p a r a t e l y i n a d v a n c e a n d is 
a s s e m b l e d o n t h e s i t e . W e s a w 
b a t h - r o o m u n i t s , i n s i d e w h i c h 
b a t h - t u b , t o i l e t , p i p e s , h e a t e r s , e t c . 
w e r e a l l i n p l a c e , w a i t i n g t o b e 
i n s t a l l e d . W e l e a r n e d t h a t i t t a k e s 
t w o m o n t h s t o c o n s t r u c t a 
b u i l d i n g c o n s i s t i n g o f s e v e r a l 
d o z e n s o f f l a t s f r o m d e s i g n t o 
w h i t e w a s h i n g . B y t h e t h i r d m o n t h 
t h e b u i l d i n g is r e a d y f o r use. 

T h e b u i l d i n g c o m b i n e r ece ives 
set t a r g e t s a n d f u n d s f r o m 
g o v e r n m e n t d e p a r t m e n t s . T h e 
c o m p l e t e d b u i l d i n g s a r e a s s i g n e d 
b y t h e d e p a r t m e n t s c o n c e r n e d . 
B u i l d i n g c o m b i n e s l i k e t h i s a r e 
f o u n d i n a l l a r e a s i n t h e G D R . 

S i n c e 1 9 7 1 , a b o u t 2 . 8 4 m i l l i o n 
f l a t s h a v e b e e n b u i l t o r r e n o v a t e d 
i n t h e G D R . T w o - t h i r d s o f t h e 
n e w l y - b u i l t f l a t s w e r e a s s i g n e d t o 
w o r k e r s . E v e r y 1,000 p e o p l e h a v e 

4 1 5 flats a n d t h e a v e r a g e l i v i n g 
a r e a p e r p e r s o n i s 2 6 . 8 s q u a r e 
m e t r e s . T h i s y e a r t h e c o u n t r y 
p l a n s t o b u i l d a n o t h e r 2 1 1 , 0 0 0 
flats a n d b y 1 9 9 0 t h e h o u s i n g 
p r o b l e m i s e x p e c t e d t o b e 
c o m p l e t e l y s o l v e d . B y t h e n t h e 
n u m b e r o f n e w l y - b u i l t o r r e 
n o v a t e d flats w i l l r e a c h 3.5 m i l l i o n 
a n d 10 .5 m i l l i o n p e o p l e o u t o f t h e 
16 m i l l i o n p o p u l a t i o n w i l l m o v e 
i n t o n e w h o u s e s . 

R e n t i s s o l o w t h a t i t a c c o n t s f o r 
o n l y 3 p e r c e n t o f a w o r k e r ' s n e t 
i n c o m e . T h e r e n t c o l l e c t e d i s o n l y 
o n e t h i r d o f t h e m a n a g e m e n t 
e x p e n d i t u r e s a n d t h e r e s t is 
s u b s i d i z e d b y t h e s t a t e . 

H o l i d a y v i l l a g e s s c a t t e r e d o u t 
s i de B e r l i n c a n a l s o b e v i e w e d as 
p a r t o f t h e h o u s i n g c o n s t r u c t i o n . 
M a n y f a m i l i e s s p e n d t h e i r 
w e e k e n d s t h e r e . W e w e n t 
p l e a s u r e - b o a t i n g o n t h e S p r e e 
R i v e r a n d s a w b e a u t i f u l l i t t l e 
h o u s e s a l o n g t h e b a n k s , s u r 
r o u n d e d b y t r e e s , flowers a n d 
l a w n s . 

O u r c o l l e a g u e N o b e r t S t e i n 
i n v i t e d u s t o v i s i t t h e s m a l l v i l l a 
b e l o n g i n g t o h i s p a r e n t s . H i s 
f a t h e r i s r e t i r e d a n d h i s m o t h e r 
w o r k s i n a n e l e c t r o n i c t u b e 
f a c t o r y . T h e i r v i l l a o c c u p i e s a n 

a r e a o f 3 5 0 s q u a r e m e t r e s , b u t t h e y 
p a y o n l y a s m a l l a m o u n t o f r e n t — 
10 p f e n n i g s f o r 1 s q u a r e m e t r e ( 1 

G D R m a r k = 1 0 0 p f e n n i g s ) . S m a l l 
as i t i s , t h e v i l l a c o n t a i n s a l l t h e 
n e c e s s a r y u t e n s i l s a n d f a c i l i t i e s — 
a b e d r o o m , k i t c h e n , t o i l e t , t a p -
w a t e r a n d e l e c t r i c i t y . I t c o s t 6 , 0 0 0 
m a r k s t o b u y a l l t h e b u i l d i n g 
m a t e r i a l s f o r t h e v i l l a , e q u a l t o 
t h e i r f o u r m o n t h s ' p e n s i o n a n d 
w a g e s . T h e r e a r e a l t o g e t h e r 4 5 0 
v i l l a s i n t h e n e i g h b o u r h o o d . T h e y 
w e r e b u i l t i n 1 9 8 4 , w h e n t h e G D R 
c e l e b r a t e d t h e 3 5 t h a n n i v e r s a r y o f 
i t s f o u n d i n g b y a n n o u n c i n g t h a t 
1 0 , 0 0 0 p r i v a t e v i l l a s h a d b e e n b u i l t 
i n t h e c o u n t r y . A n d t h e 1 0 , 0 0 0 t h 
v i l l a i s i n t h i s a r e a . T h e P a r t y a n d 
g o v e r n m e n t s u p p o r t a n d e n 
c o u r a g e t h e b u i l d i n g o f v i l l a s . 

A s V i c e - C h a i r m a n M i t t a g s a i d , 
" O u r P a r t y r e g a r d s t h e c o n s t r u c 
t i o n o f h o u s e s as t h e c o r e o f o u r 
s o c i a l w e l f a r e p o l i c y . O n l y i n t h i s 
w a y c a n p e o p l e a s t h e m a i n 
p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e d i s p l a y g o o d 
w o r k i n g p e r f o r m a n c e . " 

T h e G D R c o m r a d e s d i d n o t f e e l 
c o m p l a c e n t b e f o r e t h e s e a c h i e v e 
m e n t s . T h e y r e m a r k e d t h a t s o m e 
t h i n g s w h i c h c o u l d h a v e b e e n d o n e 
h a v e n o t b e e n d o n e y e t . M a n y o f 
t h e m a r e t h i n k i n g o f h o w t o 
m a i n t a i n t h e i r c o u n t r y ' s s t a t u s as 
a l e a d i n g i n d u s t r i a l n a t i o n a n d 
h o w t o f u r t h e r s p e e d u p i t s 
d e v e l o p m e n t . W e w i s h t h e m 
success . • 

CORRECTION: In the last issue, the map on 
page 18 incorrectly labelled Zhangjiagang as 
Zhangquangang. 

B E I J I N G R E V I E W , S E P T E M B E R 12-18, 1988 19 



Democratic Party Member Becomes Vice-Minister 
— Ail i n t e r v i e w w i t h F e n g T i y u n , v i c e - m i n i s t e r o f S u p e r v i s i o n 

by Our Correspondent Lu Yun 

Fe n g T i y u n . v i c e - c h a i r m a n o f 
t h e C h i n a D e m o c r a t i c N a 

t i o n a l C o i i s l r i i c l i o n A s s o c i a t i o n 
( C D N C A ) . o n e o f C ' i i i n a ' s e i g h t 
d e m o c r a t i c p a r l i e s , w a s a p p o i n t e d 
v i c e - m i n i s t e r o f S u p e r v i s i o n f i v e 
m o n t h s a g o . D u r i n g t h e 
C D N C A ' s F i f t h N a t i o n a l C o n 
g r e s s i n h u e J u n e . /)V//»/,u 
Review s e c u r c i l a n e \ e l u s i \
i n t e r v i e w w i t h h i m . Q u e s t i o n s 
w e r e r a i s e d o n h i s r e l a t i o n s w i t h 
C o m m u n i s t P a r t y c a d r e s a t t h e 
M i n i s t r y o f S u p e r v i s i o n , h i s 
f u n c t i o n s a n d p o w e r s , a n d h i s 
v i e w s o n e l i m i n a t i n g c o r r u p u o n 
a m o n g g o v e r n m e n t o f f i c i a l s . 

Multi-Party C o - o p e r a t i o n 

F e n g T i y u n b e g a n b y s a v i i v ; 
t h a t s o m e f o r e i g n o b s e r v e r s ;ire 
s u r p r i s e d n o t o n l y t h a t t h e r e a r c 
n o r o w s a n d s t r u g g l e s b e t w e e n t l i e 
p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s a n d g r o u p s o f 
C h i n a , b u t b y t h e v e r y f a c t l h a t l i i e 
C o m m u n i s t P a r t y o f C h i n a ( C P C ) 
h a s i m p l e m e n t e d a s y s t e m o f 
m u l t i - p a r t y c o - o p e r a t i o n a n d 
p o l i t i c a l c o n s u l t i i t i o n s . C l e a r l y a n 
e x p l a n a t i o n w a s n e e d e d , h e s a i d . 

T h e m u l t i - p a r t y c o - o p e r a t i o n 
s y s t e m c o u l d b e t r a c e d f r o m t l ; c 
y e a r s o f r e v o l u t i o n a n d r e 
c o n s t r u c t i o n o n w a r d s . D u r i n g t h e 
a r d u o u s w a r y e a r s a n d t h e r u n - u p 
t o 1 9 4 9 . o n e o f t h e b i g g e s t 
w e a p o n s i n t h e C P C ' s a r n i o u r v 
h a d b e e n t h e a b i l i t y t o f o r m a 
u n i t e d f r o n t w i t h v a r i o u s o t h e r 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n c l u d i n g t h e 
e i g h t d e m o c r a t i c p a r l i e s . 

F o u n d e d i n 1 9 4 . s . i h e C D N C A 
c o m p r i s e d p a l r i o U e i n d u s l n a l i s t s , 
b u s i n e s s m e n a n d i n t e l l e c t u a l s . 
W i t h t h e o t h e r C h i n e s e d e m o c r a -

F e n g T i y u n . 

t i c p a r t i e s , i t r a l l i e d a r o u n d t h e 
C P C f o r a p e r i o d o f c l o s e c o 
o p e r a t i o n i n t h e i n i t i a l p o s t -
l i b e r a t i o n p e r i o d a n d a n u m b e r o f 
p e o p l e f r o m t h e d e m o c r a t i c 
p a r t i e s o r o f n o p o l i t i c a l a f f i l i a t i o n 
h e l d l e a d i n g p o s t s i n t h e 
g o v e r n m e n t . T h i s c o - o p e r a t i o n 
w a s r e s t o r e d a n d d e v e l o p e d a f t e r 
t h e T h i r d P l e n a r y S e s s i o n o f t h e 
1 1 t h C P C C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e a t 
t h e e n d o f 1 9 7 8 . 

F e n g T i y u n s a i d t h a t n o w t h e 
C P C a n d t h e d e m o c r a t i c p a r t i e s 
a g r e e o n t h e n e e d f o r s o c i a l i s t 
m o d e r n i z a t o n w h i l e a t t h e s a m e 
t i m e a t t e m p t i n g t o r e p r e s e n t t h e 
i n t e r e s t s a n d a s p i r a t i o n s o f 
d i f f e r e n t s o c i a l s t r a t a a n d g r o u p s 
i n C h i n a . 

A l t h o u g h m i n o r c o n t r a d i c t i o n s 
e x i s t b e t w e e n t h e m , F e n g s a i d , 
t h e s e c a n b e s a t i s f a c t o r i l y r e s o l v e d 
i n p u r s u i t o f a c o m m o n g o a l , 
e s p e c i a l l y a s t h e C P C h a s a l w a y s 

c o n s u l t e d t h e d e m o c r a t i c p a r t i e s 
o n i m p o r t a n t p o l i c y d e c i s i o n s . 

T h e v a r i o u s d e m o c r a t i c p a r t i e s 
h a v e t h e i r o w n p o l i t i c a l p r o 
g r a m m e s , o r g a n i z a t i o n s a n d r e g u 
l a r a c t i v i t i e s . F e n g n o t e d t h a t t h e 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n g o v e r n m e n t w o r k 
b y l e a d i n g m e m b e r s o f t h e 
d e m o c r a t i c p a r t i e s c o n f o r m s w i t h 
t h e f u n d a m e n t a l w o r k a n d 
o r i e n t a t i o n o f t h e C P C . 

T h e C D N C A h a s 4 1 . 0 0 0 
m e m b e r s , m o s t l y d r a w n f r o m 
e c o n o m i c , l e c h i h c a l a n d a c a d e m i c 
c i r c l e s . F e n g p e r l i a p s i s t y p i c a l . 
B o r n i n N I I I _ L : 1 - ; O . Z h c j i a n g P r o 
v i n c e , h e s i i i d i e d a i t h e L a w 
C o l l e g e o f S i i / h o u U n i v e r s i t y i n 
h i s e a r l y vcarN. h i 1 9 4 6 , a g e d 2 1 , 
h e b e c a m e d i i •. ' o f t h e Z h e n g d a 
M a t c h i . K a n d d e p u l y 
m a n a g e r o f t h v ; | i r i \ a l e l y o w n e d 
Y u c h e n g B a n k i n N i n g b o . S i n c e 
1 9 4 9 , h e h a s b e e n v i c e - c h a i r m a n o f 
t h e N i n g b o M u n i c i p a l P o l i t i c a l 
C o n s u l t a t i v e C o n f e r e n c e 
( M P C C ) , v i c e - c h a i r m a n o f t h e 
Z h e j i a n g p r o v i n c i a l M P C C , a n d 
d e p u t y s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l o f t h e 
N a t i o n a l C o m m i t t e e o f t h e 
C h i n e s e P e o p l e ' s P o l i t i c a l C o n s u l 
t a t i v e C o n f e r e n c e ( C P P C C ) . O n 
F e b r u a r y 1 6 t h i s y e a r , t h e S t a t e 
C o u n c i l a p p o i n t e d h i m v i c e -
m i n i s t e r o f S u p e r v i s i o n . H e t h u s 
b e c a m e t h e first l e a d i n g m e m b e r 
o f a d e m o c r a t i c p a r t y t o b e c o m e a 
v i c e - m i n i s t e r s i n c e t h e " c u l t u r a l 
r e v o l u t i o n . " 

Mutual Benefits 

F e n g m a i n t a i n e d t h a t h i s 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n g o v e r n m e n t w o r k 
s h o w e d t h e r e s p e c t a n d t r u s t t h e 

20 B E I J I N G R E V I E W , S E P T E M B E R 12-18, 1988 



C o m m u n i s t P a r t y h o l d s f o r t h e 
d e m o c r a t i c p a r t i e s . H e s a i d t h e r e 
w e r e a d v a n t a g e s f o r b o t h s i d e s . 
O p i n i o n s a n d s u g g e s t i o n s g a t h 
e r e d b y t h e d e m o c r a t i c p a r t i e s a r e 
r e p o r t e d t o t h e g o v e r n m e n t , a n d 
t h e y i n t u r n c a n p u b l i c i z e a n d 
i m p l e m e n t g o v e r n m e n t d e c i s i o n s 
a m o n g t h e s o c i a l g r o u p s t i i e y 
r e p r e s e n t , 

F e n g T i y u n s t r e s s e d t h a i h i s 
a p p o i n t m e n t d i d n o t m e a n i h e 
f o r m a t i o n o f a c o a l i t i o n g o v e r n 
m e n t w i t h t h e C P C , n o r t h a t h e 
w i l l i m p l e m e n t C D N C A d e c i s i o n s 
i n h i s j o b . H e s a i d h e a c t e d i n 
a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e p o l i c i e s o f t h e 
S t a t e C o u n c i l a n d t h e d e c i s i o n s o f 
t h e M i n i s t r y o f S u p e r v i s i o n . I f h i s 
o p i n i o n s w e r e a c c e p t e d , t h e n t h e y 
b e c a m e t h e m i n i s t r y ' s p o l i c y — 
n o t n e c e s s a r i l y t o b e t a k e n u p b y 
t h e C D N C A . 

A t a r e c e n t p r e s s c o n f e r e n c e 
a t t e n d e d b y C h i n e s e a n d f o r e i g n 
c o r r e s p o n d e n t s , F e n g d e c l a r e d 
s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h h i s j o b a n d a d d e d 
h e h a d f u l l c o n f i d e n c e i n W e i 
J i a n x i n g , t h e m i n i s t e r o f S u p e r v i 
s i o n , a n d t h e t h r e e o t h e r v i c e -
m i n i s t e r s . A s t o w h e t h e r h i s 
p o s i t i o n w a s m o r e t h a n t i t u l a r , h e 
s a i d t h a t w h e n W e i a n d t h e v i c e -
m i n i s t e r s h a d b e e n o f f o n b u s i n e s s 
t r i p s t o o t h e r p a n s o f C h i n a , h e 
h a d b e e n e m p o w e r e d t o h a n d l e a l l 
t h e m i n i s t r y ' s w o r k . 

Eliminating Corruption 

T h e M i n i s t r y o f S u p e r v i s i o n 
w a s set u p i n J u n e l a s t y e a r t o b e 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r i n v e s t i g a t i n g a n d 
d e a h n g w i t h t h e v i o l a t i o n o f 
g o v e r n m e n t d i s c i p l i n e b y s t a t e 
o f f i c i a l s f r o m S t a t e C o u n c i l t o 
t o w n s h i p l e v e l . ( T h e C e n t r a l 
C o m m i s s i o n f o r D i s c i p l i n e f I n 
s p e c t i o n i s t h e b o d y r e s p o n s i b l e 
f o r i n v e s t i g a t i n g a n d d e a U n g w i t h 
v i o l a t i o n o f C P C d i s c i p l i n e s , a n d 
t h e S u p r e m e P e o p l e ' s P r o c u r a t o -
r a t e i n v e s t i g a t e s l e g a l v i o l a t i o n s . ) 

F e n g T i y u n s a i d h e b e l i e v e d 

t h a t t h e m o r e p r o s p e r o u s t h e 
e c o n o m y w a s , t h e m o r e h o n e s t 
o f f i c i a l s w o u l d b e c o m e . A f t e r a l l , 
h e a d d e d , t h e r e w e r e m a n y h o n e s t 
o f f i c i a l s i n C h i n a . H o w e v e r , t h e 
g r o w t h o f t h e c o m m o d i t y 
e c o n o m y a n d o p e n i n g t o t h e 
o u t s i d e w o r l d h a d b r o u g h t w i t h i t 
s o m e c o r r u p t i o n a m o n g g o v e r n 
m e n t o f f i c i a l s . O n e o f t h e p r i m a r y 
t a s k s f o r t h e M i n i s t r y o f 
S u p e r v i s i o n h a d b e e n e s t a b l i s h i n g 
s u p e r v i s o r y o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y a t p r o 
v i n c i a l , p r e f e c t u r a l . m u n i c i p a l a n d 
c o u n t y l e v e l s . W i t h p r e p a r a t i o n s 
f o r t h e s e i n f u l l s w i n g , a t t e n t i o n 
w a s n o w b e i n g f o c u s e d o n t h e 4 6 
m i n i s t r i e s a n d c o m m i s s i o n s o f t h e 
c e n t r a l g o v e r n m e n t . 

F e n g s a i d t h a t u n h e a l t h y 
t e n d e n c i e s i n s o c i e t y h a d r a i s e d 
d i f f i c u l t i e s i n t h e e l i m i n a t i o n o f 
c o r r u p t i o n a m o n g g o v e r n m e n t 
o f f i c i a l s , e s p e c i a l l y a s t h e e x i s t e n c e 
o f t h e s e u n h e a l t h y t e n d e n c i e s w a s 
c l o s e l y r e l a t e d t o t h e n e w l y 
e m e r g i n g c o m m o d i t y e c o n o m y . 
P a r t i c u l a r f e a t u r e s h e s i n g l e d o u t 
a s r e s p o n s i b l e w e r e t h e i m p e r f e c 
t i o n s o f v a r i o u s r u l e s a n d 
r e g u l a t i o n s a n d t h e p r o b l e m s o f 
p r i c e s t r u c t u r i n g i n t h e t r a n s i t i o n 
f r o m t h e o l d e c o n o m i c s y s t e m t o a 
n e w o n e . 

T h e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a n d s u p e r 
v i s o r y o f f i c e s a t t h e g r a s s - r o o t s 
l e v e l i n v o l v e a w i d e r a n g e o f 
c o m p l i c a t e d w o r k , h e s a i d , a n d 
m a n y o f t h e s e v e r a l m i l l i o n l a w -
e n f o r c e m e n t p e r s o n n e l h a d n o t 
r e c e i v e d a n y o f t h e n e c e s s a r y 
p r o f e s s i o n a l t r a i n i n g . T h e c o m 
p r e h e n s i v e e f f o r t s n e e d e d t o fight 
o f f i c i a l c o r r u p t i o n s h o u l d i n c l u d e 
t h e f o l l o w i n g m e a s u r e s : 

• E n s u r i n g a b o v e a l l t h a t t h e 
l e a d i n g o r g a n i z a t i o n s a n d t h e i r 
m e m b e r s a r e b e y o n d s u s p i c i o n o f 
g r a f t a n d p l a y a n e x e m p l a r y r o l e . 
• P a y i n g c l o s e a t t e n t i o n t o t h e 
d r a f t i n g o f r e g u l a t i o n s t o e n s u r e 
t h e y c a n b e p r a c t i c a l l y a p p l i e d , 
e s p e c i a l l y a s r e g a r d s t h e d e r e l i c 
t i o n o f d u t y a n d d i s c i p l i n a r y 
s a n c t i o n s f o r g o v e r n m e n t f u n c 

t i o n a r i e s s u s p e c t e d o f b r i b e r y . 
• O f f e r i n g e d u c a t i o n a n d t r a i n 
i n g t o l a w - e n f o r c e m e n t p e r s o n n e l 
a n d g o v e r n m e n t f u n c t i o n a r i e s t o 
i m p r o v e t h e i r p o l i t i c a l a n d 
p r o f e s s i o n a l q u a l i t i e s . 
• E n s u r i n g t h a t p o s i t i o n s i n 
e c o n o m i c s u p e r v i s o r y d e p a r t 
m e n t s a r e filled o n m e r i t , w i t h 
s e l e c t i o n p r o d e c u r e s h a n d l e d 
o p e n l y i n t h e f u t u r e . 
• O p e n i n g g o v e r n m e n t a n d p u b 
l i c a f f a i r s m a n a g e m e n t d e p a r t ^ 
m e n t s t o p u b l i c s c r u t i n y , s o t h a i 
p u b l i c o p i n i o n c a n e x e r c i s e 
s u p e r v i s i o n . 
• E s t a b l i s h i n g c e n t i e s o f i n s p e c 
t i o n t o w h i c h t h e p u b l i c c a n r e p o r t 
i n c i d e n t s o f b r i b e r y a n d o t h e r 
g r i e v a n c e s , 
• R a i s i n g t h e w a g e s o f g o v e r n 

m e n t f u n c t i o n a r i e s , 
" 1 a m n o t a n e m i n e n t p e r s o n , 

n e i t h e r h a v e 1 m a d e a n y 
p a r t i c u l a r l y s p e c i a l c o n t r i b u t i o n s . 
I t ' s t h e n e e d s o f m u l l i - p a r l y c o 
o p e r a t i o n t h a t h a v e p u s h e d m e 
i n t o t h i s i m p o r i a n i p o s t , a n d n o w 
I a m d u t y - b o u n d t o f u l f i l m y 
o b l i g a t i o n s , " s a i d f c n g . 

D u r i n g t h e " c u l t u r a l r e v o 
l u t i o n , " F e n g w a s f r a m e d a s a 
" r e a c t i o n a r y c a p i t a l i s t " a n d 
w o r k e d i n a m a t c h f a c t o r y f o r i 2 
y e a r s . H e s a i d t h e e x p e r i e n c e , 
h o w e v e r , h a d p r o \ ' e d o f u s e . B \ 
w o r k i n g c o n s c i e n t i o u s ! ) , h e h;<d 
g a i n e d b o t h t h e t r u s t o f l i i s f e i k i v . 
w o r k e r s a n d a n u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f 
t h e i r w a n t s a n d n e e d s . T h i s h a d 
i m p l a n t e d a s e n s e o f r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
i n h i m t o w a r d s o r d i n a r y w o r k i n g 
p e o p l e w h o m h e c o n s t a n t l y b o r e 
i n m i n d i n h i s w o r k a s a v i c e -
m i n i s t e r . 

F e n g a l s o t r i e s t o d i s c o \ e ' 
g r a s s - r o o t s f e e l i n g s . R e c e n t l y h e 
w a s i n Y u n n a n e s t a b l i s h i n g a l o c a l 
s u p e r v i s o r y o r g a n i z a t i o n . P r o 
v i n c i a l l e a d e r s a p p r o a c h e d h i m 
w i t h a l i s t o f s p e c i a l d i f f i c u l t i e s i n 
d e v e l o p i n g t h e r e g i o n , w h i c h w e r e 
b o r n e o u t b y F e n g ' s o b s e r v a t i o n s . 
H i s n e x t s t e p w i l l b e t o a p p e a l o n 
t h e i r b e h a l f a t t h e N a t i o n a l 
C o m m i t t e e o f t h e C P P C C -
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w h i c h p i o \ e s , F e n g m a i n t a i n e d , 
t h a t t h e c h a n n e l s l o r p o l i t i c a l 
c o n s u l t a t i o n h a v e o p e n e d e v e n f o r 
r e m o t e a r e a s . 

" S u p e r v i s o r y w o r k i s a k i n d o f 
s e r v i c e . " F e n g s a i d i n s u m m i n g 
u p . S u p e r v i s i o n w a s n e e d e d t o 
e a s e t h e p a s s a g e o f r e f o r m s , o p e n 
C h i n a t o t h e o u t s i d e w o r l d , a n d 
o r g a n i z e t h e m o d e r n i / a t i o n o f t h e 
e c o n o m y . A l l o f w h i c h c o u l d b e 
g a t h e r e d u n d e r t h e s i n g l e b a n n e r 

o f s e r v i n g t h e p e o p l e . 
I f t h e r e w a s o n e w a y t o d o t h i s 

b e s t , F e n g a d d e d , i t w a s e n s u r i n g 
a l l m a t t e r s w e r e h a n d l e d i m p a r t i 
a l l y . I n v e s t i g a t i o n s b y g o v e r n m e n t 
o f f i c i a l s s h o u l d p r o c e e d c a r e f u l l y 
a n d p a t i e n t l y , a n d i f n o e v i d e n c e 
w a s f o u n d a g a i n s t a s u s p e c t , h e o r 
s h e s h o u l d b e r e l e a s e d w i t h o u t a 
s m e a r o n t h e i r c h a r a c t e r . A t t h e 
s a m e t i m e , l a w - e n f o r c e m e n t p e r 
s o n n e l i n p o s s e s s i o n o f e v i d e n c e o f 

m a l p r a c t i c e s h o u l d b e a b l e t o a c t 
w i t h o u t f e a r o f i n t e r f e r e n c e f r o m 
h i g h e r b o d i e s . 

F e n g ' s o w n r o u t e i f h e m e e t s 
w i t h o b s t r u c t i o n i s d i r e c t l y t o 
r e p o r t t o C P C C e n t r a l C o m m i t 
t e e . B u t h e h o p e s h e w i l l n e v e r 
h a v e t o g o t h a t w a y : " I ' v e g o t a 
u n i q u e o p p o r t u n i t y t o p a r t i c i p a t e 
a s a m e m b e r o f a d e m o c r a t i c p a r t y 
i n t h e g o v e r n m e n t — a n d I i n t e n d 
t o t a k e f u l l a d v a n t a g e o f i t . " • 

Yangzhou: A Good Place for Investment 
by Our Correspondent Li Rongxia 

Th e c i t y o f Y a n g z h o u i n J i a n g s u 
P r o v i n c e l o o k s s o u t h t o t h e 

C h a n g j i a n g ( Y a n g t z e ) R i v e r , 
n o r t h t o t h e H u a i h e R i v e r a n d 
s t r a d d l e s t h e G r a n d C a n a l . I t s 
h i s t o r y d a t e s b a c k a l m o s t 2 , 5 0 0 
y e a r s , b u t i t r e a c h e d i t s p e a k i n t h e 
T a n g D y n a s t y ( 6 1 8 - 9 0 7 A D ) . A 
h u b o f w a t e r a n d l a n d t r a n s p o r t , i t 
w a s C h i n a ' s l a r g e s t c o m m e r c i a l 
c e n t r e a n d o n e o f f o u r m a j o r p o r t s 
l i n k i n g t h e c o u n t r y w i t h J a p a n , 
S o u t h e a s t A s i a a n d t h e M i d d l e 
E a s t . 

A t t h e s a m e t i m e Y a n g z h o u ' s 
c u l t u r e b l o s s o m e d . I n 7 4 2 A D , t h e 
first y e a r o f t h e T a n g D y n a s t y 
E m p e r o r T i a n B a o ' s r e i g n , t h e 
B u d d h i s t m o n k J i a n Z h e n ( G a n -
j i n ) v o y a g e d f r o m Y a n g z h o u t o 
J a p a n . H e f a i l e d five t i m e s , b u t 
finally s u c c e e d e d o n h i s s i x t h 
a t t e m p t a n d i s n o w w i d e l y 
r e c o g n i z e d a s h a v i n g i n t r o d u c e d 
hlso B u d d h i s m t o t h e J a p a n e s e . 

D u r i n g t h e S o u t h e r n S o n g 
D y n a s t y ( 1 1 2 7 - 1 2 7 9 ) , P u h a d d i n , a 

1 6 t h - g e n e r a t i o n d e s c e n d a n t o f 
M o h a m m e d , s p e n t t e n y e a r s i n t h e 
c i t y p r e a c h i n g I s l a m . A n o t h e r 
f a m o u s t r a v e l l e r w a s M a r c o P o l o , 

A worker at the Yangzhou Lacquerware Factory carves an Inkstone. ZHANG YUGUANG 
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who during the Yuan Dynasty 
(1206-1368) assumed the post of 
governor-general for three years. 

One of the principal reasons for 
Yangzhou's prosperity was its 
strategic position for the passage 
of salt and grain between north 
and south. With the development 
of sea navigation, railways and the 
social upheaval and wars of the 
19th and 20th centuries, Yang
zhou went into decline. 

With the founding of the 
People's Republic in 1949, how
ever, the city regained its 
momentum. It has become an 
industrial centre backed up by a 
sound development of agriculture 
and commerce. And in March this 
year it received a further boost 
when it was declared open for 
business to the rest of the world. 

Yangzhou administers 12 
counties and districts covering a 
total of 12,000 square kilometres 
with a population of 8.9 million. 
Only 88 kilometres northeast of 
Nanjing, Jiangsu's capital, it acts 
as a gateway to the north of the 
province. It has a temperate 
climate, with an average annual 
temperature of 15°C. 

With an annual industrial 
output of 17.193 billion yuan, 
Yangzhou comes 11 th in the 
league of China's 20 cities with an 
industrial output of more than 10 
billion yuan. In 1987, its total 
industrial and agricultural output 
reached 20.7 billion yuan. 

The city has rich natural 
resources — it is known locally as 
the "Land of Fish and Rice." With 
many rivers, lakes and ponds, as 
well as a network of irrigation 
channels, its water area totals 
200,000 hectares. It also has 
620,000 hectares of fertile farm 
land. Because of this, Yangzhou is 
an important production base for 
cereals, aquatic products, poultry, 
eggs, pigs, gingko, tea, fruits, silk, 
flowers and trees. 

Rich oil deposits have been 
found in three counties under 
Yangzhou's jurisdiction, and a 

large carbon-dioxide gas field has 
been discovered to the city's 
southwest. Covering 25-40 square 
kilometres, the prospective daily 
output of a well is estimated at 
200,000-300,000 cubic metres with 
a purity of 90 percent. This is the 
largest carbon-dioxide gas field 
discovered in China and should 
prove of great economic value. 

There are 99 historical sites in 
Yangzhou, of which 30 have been 
opened to tourists. The best 
natural scenery can be found at 
Shouxihu Lake in the northwest of 
the city. Four kilometres long, it is 
surrounded by green trees and 
pavilions. Other well-known sites 
include the Pingshan Hall, the 
Daming Temple, the Jian Zhen 
Memorial Hall, the Gulin Hall 
and Ouyang Ancestral Temple 
and the Western Garden. 

Over 3,000 kilometres of roads 
run across Yangzhou and its 
surrounding area. Recently, a 100-
km-long highway linking the city 
to Nanjing was opened. 

A passenger dock at 
Yangzhou's port came into 
operation in 1986, and three 
berths, one for 10,000-ton-class 
cargo ships and two for 500-ton-
class cargo ships, are under 
construction. Along the 176 
kilometres of the Changjiang that 
flows through the area are six 
cross-river ferries. In all, the city 

has 5,000 km of navigable 
waterways. 

The city's telecommunications 
system has been updated in recent 
years. A single-mode optic fibre 
cable has been laid between 
Yangzhou and Gaoyou, thus 
bringing the number of telephones 
able to dial each other to 30,000. It 
is estimated that 4,000 telephones 
linked via a programme-
controlled exchange will soon be 
able to join the international 
telephone network. 

Yangzhou has 7,225 enterprises 
with 1.0.1 miUion workers and staff 
on their payrolls. Its major 
concerns are machinery manu
facturing, hght industrial pro
ducts, textile, food and chemicals. 
Additionally, Yangzhou's lacquer 
ware, carved jade and toys enjoyed 
a high reputation on international 
markets. 

Its building industry has 
developed quickly. Its 225,000 
workers and staff have been 
responsible for the construction of 
one-sixth of the buildings in 
Shenzhen, Guangdong Province. 

In 1987, 8.2 bilhon yuan of 
Yangzhou's 17.193 billion yuan 
industrial output was created by 
rural enterprises. At present, these 
number 13,911, employing 
876,000 workers. They produce 
5,000 different products, of which 

A clothes-processing workshop of the Yangzhou FeichI Group. ZHANG YUGUANG 
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2 6 8 a r e s o l d a b r o a d . 
I n 1 9 7 6 , Y a n g z h o u , a l o n g w i t h 

o t h e r a r e a s , b e c a m e o n e o f t h e first 
C h i n e s e e x p o r t b a s e s . N o w t h e 
c i t y s e n d s m o r e t h a n 4 0 0 d i f f e r e n t 
p r o d u c t s a b r o a d . F o o d s t u f f s h e a d 
t h e l i s t , b u t t h e y a l s o i n c l u d e 
t e x t i l e s , c l o t h i n g , l i g h t i n d u s t r i a l 
p r o d u c t s , h a n d i c r a f t s , c h e m i c a l s , 
m e d i c i n e s a n d m a c h i n e s . 

Heading for the World 

S i n c e 1 9 7 8 , Y a n g z h o u h a s 
s i g n e d 1 0 3 a g r e e m e n t s i n v o l v i n g 
f o r e i g n c a p i t a l . T o t a l i n v e s t m e n t 
s t a n d s a t U S $ 1 2 0 m i l l i o n , o f 
w h i c h U S $ 5 6 , 8 0 6 m i l l i o n h a s b e e n 
u s e d i n 1 1 S i n o - f o r e i g n j o i n t 
\ c n t u r c s , 4 3 c o m p a n i e s p r o c e s s i n g 
s u p p l i e d m a t e r i a l s a n d e n g a g i n g i n 
c o m p e n s a t o r y t r a d e , 2 3 i n t e r n -
l U i o n a l l e a s i n g a g r e e m e n t s , a n d 
t w o e n t e r p r i s e s o p e r a t i n g a b r o a d . 

I n a d d i t i o n , l o c a l e n t e r p r i s e s 
l i a v e b e e n a c t i v e i n d e v e l o p i n g 
i n i e r n a l i o n a l m a r k e t s . O n e 
e x a m p l e i s t h e Y a n g z h o u L a c -
q u e r w a r e F a c t o r y . T h i s t r a d 
i t i o n a l h a n d i c r a f t w i t h i t s c o m b i n 
a t i o n o f s i m p l i c i t y a n d fine 
w o r k m a n s h i p n o t o n l y s e l l s w e l l 
m e r s e a s b u t i s o f t e n p r e s e n t e d t o 
!>iatc g u e s t s . F a c t o r y d i r e c t o r H o u 
V a n y u , s a i d 8 7 p e r c e n t o f t h e 
c o m p a n y ' s o u t p u t i s n o w s o l d t o 
m o r e t h a n 6 0 c o u n t r i e s a n d 
r e g i o n s , m a i n l y i n W e s t e r n 
E u r o p e a n d S o u t h e a s t A s i a . 

T h e Y a n g z h o u B u s F a c t o r y c a n 
n o w t u r n o u t 1 . 5 0 0 b u s e s e v e r y 
y e a r . I t s r e c e n t l y d e v e l o p e d h i g h -
q u a l i t y t o u r i s t m o d e l w o n a G o l d 
( u p a t t h e N a t i o n a l T r a n s p o r t 
a n d I n d u s t r i a l P r o d u c t s E x h i 
b i t i o n . Z h e n g S i c h e n g . d i r e c t o r o f 
t h e f a c t o r y , s a i d : " N e x t y e a r , w e 
a r e a i m i n g a t i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
m a r k e t s , s o t h i s a u t u m n w e a r e 
t a k i n g o u r n e w p r o d u c t s t o t h e 
G u a n g z h o u E x p o r t C o m m o d i t i e s 
F a i r t o s o l i c i t o r d e r s . " 

D i r e c t o r Z h e n g p r o u d l y s h o w e d 
o f f t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n s i t e f o r a n e w 

f a c t o r y b u i l d i n g , w h i c h w h e n 
finished w i l l c o v e r 2 2 , 0 0 0 s q u a r e 
m e t r e s . I t w i l l b e e q u i p p e d w i t h a n 
i m p o r t e d p r o d u c t i o n l i n e a n d 
s h o u l d p r o d u c e 4 , 0 0 0 b u s e s a y e a r . 

T h e Y a n g z h o u T o y I n d u s t r i a l 
C o m p a n y m a i n l y p r o d u c e s s t u f f e d 
t o y s . O f t h e 4 8 m i l l i o n i t p r o d u c e s 
e a c h y e a r , 8 5 p e r c e n t a r e e x p o r t e d 
t o m o r e t h a n 5 0 c o u n t r i e s a n d 
r e g i o n s . I n J a n u a r y , t h e J i a n g s u 
T o y E n t e r p r i s e G r o u p w a s 
f o u n d e d t o c o - o r d i n a t e 2 9 t o y 
p r o d u c e r s a n d d e s i g n e r s a n d 
financial o r g a n i z a t i o n s . T h r o u g h 
e c o n o m i c a n d t e c h n i c a l c o 
o p e r a t i o n , e f f i c i e n c y h a s b e e n 
r a i s e d a n d t h e c o m p a n i e s h a v e a l l 
p r o v e d m o r e c o m p e t i t i v e . 

Preferential IVIeasures 

" T o a t t r a c t m o r e f o r e i g n 
i n v e s t o r s , w e h a v e w o r k e d o u t 
v a r i o u s p r e f e r e n t i a l m e a s u r e s . 
O u r a i m i s t o g i v e t h e m c e r t a i n t y 
o f s u c c e s s i f t h e y i n v e s t i n 
Y a n g z h o u , " s a y s S h i G u o x i n g , 
Y a n g z h o u ' s d e p u t y m a y o r . 

T h e s e m e a s u r e s i n c l u d e : 
• O v e r s e a s - f u n d e d e n t e r p r i s e s 
t h a t p r o d u c e e x p o r t g o o d s , h i - t e c h 
p r o d u c t s , o r c o n d u c t n e w d e v e l o p 
m e n t s i n f a r m i n g , f o r e s t r y a n d 
a n i m a l h u s b a n d r y a r e e x e m p t 
f r o m l o c a l i n c o m e t a x e s . 

• O v e r s e a s - i n v e s t o r s w h o s e t u p 
e n t e r p r i s e s t o d e v e l o p e n e r g y 
r e s o u r c e s a n d t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p a y 
l o c a l i n c o m e t a x a t h a l f t h e 
s t a n d a r d r a t e f o r f i v e y e a r s . 
• O v e r s e a s - f u n d e d e n t e r p r i s e s 

w i t h a n e t p r o f i t o f l e s s t h a n 1 
m i l l i o n y u a n a y e a r a r e e x e m p t 
f r o m i n c o m e t a x f o r five y e a r s . 
F r o m t h e s i x t h y e a r o n , t h e y w i l l 
p a y i n c o m e t a x a t h a l f t h e 
s t a n d a r d r a t e . 
• O v e r s e a s - f u n d e d e n t e r p r i s e s 
p r o d u c i n g e x p o r t g o o d s a n d h i -
t e c h p r o d u c t s w i t h t h e i r o w n 
h o u s i n g p r o p e r t y a r e e x e m p t f r o m 
u r b a n h o u s i n g t a x e s f o r five y e a r s . 
• F o r e i g n - f u n d e d e n t e r p r i s e s a r e 
e x e m p t f r o m l a n d u s e f e e s f o r e i g h t 
y e a r s a n d a r e r e q u i r e d t o p a y t h e s e 
f e e s a t h a l f t h e s t a n d a r d r a t e f r o m 
t h e n i n t h y e a r o n ; e x p o r t - o r i e n t e d 
a n d t e c h n i c a l l y a d v a n c e d e n t e r p r 
i s e s a r e e x e m p t f r o m l a n d u s e f e e s 
f o r 1 5 y e a r s , t h e y n e e d t o p a y a t 
h a l f t h e s t a n d a r d r a t e f r o m t h e 
1 6 t h y e a r ; f o r e i g n - f u n d e d b u s i 
n e s s e s o p e r a t i n g j o i n t l y w i t h 
t o w n s h i p e n t e r p r i s e s a r e e x e m p t 
f r o m l a n d u s e f e e s . 
• W a t e r a n d p o w e r s u p p l i e s w i l l 
b e p r i o r i t i z e d f o r o v e r s e a s - f u n d e d 
e n t e r p r i s e s . 
• O v e r s e a s - f u n d e d e n t e r p r i s e s 
w i l l b e g u a r a n t e e d c o m p l e t e 
i n d e p e n d e n c e i n m a n a g e m e n t a n d 
t h e h i r i n g o f e m p l o y e e s . • 
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Destination Seoul: Ciiina's Olympic Hopes 
C h i n e s e g y m n a s t L o u Y u n . Hu Y u e 

T h e C h i n e s e w o m e n ' s v o l l e y b a l l t e a m , w i n n e r 
o f m a n y i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o m p e t i t i o n s . F r o m r i g h t : 
J i a n g Y i n g , W u D a n , H o u Y u z h u a n d S u 
H u i j u a n . 

Wang Jingying 

J i a n g J i a l i a n g , m e n ' s s i n g l e s c h a m p i o n a t t h e 
3 8 t h a n d 3 9 t h W o r l d T a b l e T e n n i s 
C h a m p i o n s h i p s . 

G u o n Tianyi 



1 , 0 0 0 - m e t r e r u n n e r W a n g X i u t i n g . 
G u a n Tianyi 



T a n L i a n g d e , w i n n e r o f n u m e r o u s i n t e r n a t i o n o l 
d i v i n g c o m p e t i t i o n s . 

Han Li 

F r e e s t y l e g y m n a s t H e X i a o m i n . 
C h e n g Zhishan 



Centre Zheng Haixia (right) rises above the 
opposition at the 1984 Olympics. 

Zheng Zhensun 



FROM THE CHINESE PRESS 

New Problems With the Apprentice System 

"GONGREN RIBAO' 
(Workers' Daily) 

Some enterprise leaders have 
been complaining that most 

young employees now have no 
interest in serving an apprentice
ship, while many skilled craftsmen 
consider training new workers as 
just another unnecessary burden. 
As a result, relations between 
masters and apprentices in China 
deteriorate day b\. 

This complaint is partially 
justified. With the introduction of 
one reform on top of another, such 
as leasing, contract responsibility 
and optimum organization of 
labour, a crisis has occurred in 
traditional craftsman-appreantice 
relationship. Almost overnight it 
has been replaced with the values 
of a commodity economy. 

This worries management and 
leaves older workers bemused, but 
is regarded by the young workers 
as unimportant. 

What are the reasons for this? 
One apprentice summed them 

up. After leaving school, one of his 
classmates became a commercial 
traveller earning several hundred 
yuan a month. As an apprentice, 
however, his monthly wage is a 
few dozen yuan. 

Clearly, with the development 
of a commodity economy in 
China, salary has been becoming a 
major standard for judging 
occupations. Now an apprentice 
who depends solely on his skills 
cannot earn more money than a 
self-employed labourer. 

With this in mind, many new 
workers take more than one job. 
They consider it more worthwhile 
to do business after work than 
learn a craftsman's skills. 

During the 1950 and 1960s, the 
apprentice system worked har
moniously. Skills were passed 

from one generation to the next, 
and a large pool of craftsmen grew 
up, giving great impetus to the 
growth and development of 
enterprises. 

At that time, however, poss
ession of a skilled trade was the 
principal means of advancement. 
Enterprises operated a rigid 
hierarchical system, with wages 
increasing from one grade to the 
next. So craftsmen were keen to 
pass on their knowledge and 
apprentices were eager to learn. 

The tradition of living on one's 
skills alone acted as a unifying 
force, drawing the older, more 
experienced workers and their 
younger pupils together. 

China's reform programme has 

disrupted this system. With the 
implementation of contract re
sponsibility and the optimum 
organization of labour, ever more 
workers are changing their 
occupation, place of work, or 
both. They no longer regard their 
unit as a lifetime home. 

As a result, the bonds tying 
skilled workers to apprentices 
have loosened, and the incentive 
to study has dissipated. 

In addition, training classes run 
by enterprises, and the increasing 
amount of automation and 
mechanization have narrowed the 
gap between the young worker 
and the experienced craftsman. 
With skills founded in the manual 
crafts, the latter can no longer 
meet the needs of the apprentice in 
the workplace. 

(June 23. 1988) 

Urban Opinions on China's Reforms 

"LIAO WANG" 
(Out look Week ly ) 

TO discover the views of urban 
residents on China's reform 

programme, a survey of 3,000 
people in 13 cities was recently 
conducted. 

Worries: When asked what 
concerned them most, 70.9 
percent answered prices, 50.4 
percent said wages, and 52.5 
percent said the state and Party's 
recent policies. 

Discontent: A great majority of 
the people surveyed—83.7 
percent — said they were dis
pleased with corruption within the 
Party and official bureaucracy. 

It is undeniable that over the 
past few years some leading 
officials have proved corrupt, 
embezzled funds, taken bribes or 
exploited their positions of power 
for personal gain. 

However, it is not right to tar all 
officials with the same brush, nor 
simply to label this problem "the 
style of the Party" just because the 
Communist Party of China is the 
governing party. 

Changing views: As reforms 
have been carried out in many 
areas, many long-held views are 
being displaced. An enterprising 
spirit, enthusiasm, optimism, self-
esteem and self-confidence were 
the quaUties 82.1 percent believed 
should be pursued. Only 10.3 
percent considered that modesty, 
kindness, courtesy, restraint and 
magnanimity should be en
couraged. The idea "he who is 
content is always happy" was 
supported by 53.7 percent. 

Hopes: 42.2 percent of those 
surveyed wanted bigger incomes; 
26.4 percent hoped the legal 
system would be strengthened; 
and 25 percent wanted to raise 
their social status. 

fNo. 21. /9S,S, 
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BUSINESS/TRADE I 

Japan Lends China 
810 Billion Yen 

Between 1990 and 1995, the 
Japanese government will lend 

China 810 billion yen, Japanese 
Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita 
announced in Beijing on August 
25. 

According to the Loan Bureau 
of the Ministry of Foreign 
Economic Relations and Trade, 
this is the third major loan made to 
China by the Japanese 
government. 

It is 10 billion yen greater than 
the total for the two previous 
loans of 1979 and 1984. 

Of this sum, 770 billion yen will 
be used in 40 projects for basic 
industrial facilities, including 
seven power stations, six railways, 
six ports, six chemical fertilizer 
works and three airports, as well 
as improving telecommunic
ations, urban gas and water 
supplies, and the underground 
railway project in Beijing. 

The remaining 40 bilUon yen 
has been earmarked for the 
development of Hainan Province 
and the Huangdao region in 
Qingdao municipality. 

To maintain a balance of trade, 
last August the two countries 
signed a 100 bilUon yen credit 
agreement to promote China's 
export industries. 

The credit comes from two 
sources: 70 billion yen will be 
offered by the Overseas Economic 
Co-operation Fund of Japan. 
Repayment will be spread over 30 
years at an annual interest rate of 
2.5 percent. The other 30 biUion 
yen will be provided by the 
Export-Import Bank of Japan at 
4.8 percent for 20 years. In both 
cases, no repayments will have to 
be made for the first ten years. 
• China will use this money to 

modernize export-oriented enter
prises in the fields of machinery, 
light and textile industries, 
agriculture, animal husbandry 

and fisheries, and raw materials 
production. 

With the agreement already in 
effect, contracts for importing 
machinery have been signed and 
technological exchanges and com
mercial talks are underway. 

It is estimated that when 300-
odd projects are completed, they 
should generate more than US$1 
bilhon a year in foreign exchange 
earnings. 

by Li Ping 

Japanese Director 
Praises China 

J iro Yamana Cfa, deputy 
president of Daiwa Securities, 

congratulated China on its AAA 
credit-rating with Japanese finan
cial institutions and A or AA 
rating with American ones on a 
recent visit to Beijing. 

Coming to China to celebrate 
the fifth anniversary of Daiwa's 
establishment of a representative 
office in Beijing, he told Beijing 
Review that international com
panies were now rapidly revising 
their view of China's credit 
worthiness. 

With the rapid development of 
the Chinese economy in recent 
years, China's overseas borrowing 
has incresased, he continued. 
Repayments are expected to peak 
in 1992, and then drop off each 
year so there is no need to fear a 
debt crisis. Japanese and other 
overseas investors should all be 
able to reap the benefits. 

Daiwa Securifies, the second 
largest securities company in 
Japan, issues, buys and sells bonds 
and shares. It set up a China 
Committee in May 1980 to 
examine trade prospects, and in 
December 1983 established its 
representative office in Beijing. 

Since then, Daiwa Securities has 
helped issue bonds abroad for the 
China International Trust and 
Investment Corp., the Bank of 

China, the Bank of Communic
ations and the Ministry of 
Finance. These have helped raise 
100 billion yen, US$300 million 
and 300 million Deutschmarks for 
China. 

Daiwa has also advised trust 
and investment corporations from 
Fujian, Shanghai, Guangdong 
and Tianjin on issuing bonds 
overseas. 

by Yao JIanguo 

High-tech Products 
To Go on Show 

More than 3,400 new products 
of technology will be on 

display at the first China 
Technology Fair to be held in 
Shenzhen from October 15-25, 
Wang Zhixi, deputy director of the 
Technological Import & Export 
Bureau under the Ministry of 
Foreign Economic Relations and 
Trade, announced on August 23. 

The entire spectrum of Chinese 
industry will be sending their latest 
products: computers and 
electronic goods, textiles, chemical 
and metallurgical instruments and 
equipment, hght industrial ma
chinery and so on. 

With the aim of promoting 
exports, not only will China's 
latest scientific and technological 
achievements be up for scrutiny, 
but many proven items will be on 
show. 

Of the 3,400 products, 215 have 
been patented at home and 
abroad, 844 have won prizes 
within China, and 91 have won 
prizes around the world. 

Another of the fair's goals is to 
demonstrate the rapid develop
ment of China's science and 
technology. Although designated 
a developing country, between 
1981 and 1987 more than 5,000 of 
the 50,000 technological items 
developed in the country reached 
international standards, and 900 
are world leaders. 
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B e c a u s e o f t h i s , C h i n a ' s t e c h 
n o l o g i c a l e x p o r t s h a v e e x p a n d e d 
f a s t o v e r t h e p a s t f e w y e a r s . I n 
1 9 8 7 , i t s i g n e d m o r e t h a n 1 0 0 
c o n t r a c t s t o e x p o r t t e c h n o l o g i c a l 
p r o d u c t s w o r t h U S $ 1 0 0 m i l l i o n — 
t h r e e t i m e s t h e t o t a l e x p o r t e d 
f r o m 1 9 7 9 - 8 6 . 

I T e c h n o l o g i c a l e x p o r t s i n t h e 
f i r s t h a l f o f 1 9 8 8 w e r e v a l u e d a t 
U S $ 7 8 . 7 m i l l i o n , w i t h c u s t o m e r s 

] f r o m b o t h d e v e l o p e d a n d d e v e l o p 
i n g c o u n t r i e s . 

S h e n z h e n i n t e n d s t o m a k e t h e 
f a i r a n a n n u a l e v e n t . A n o p e n 
i n v i t a t i o n h a s b e e n i s s u e d t o a l l 
c o u n t r i e s t o m a k e t h e f a i r a t r u l y 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l s h o w o f l a t e s t 
t e c h n o l o g y . 

by Yao Jianguo 

Trade Talks to 
Blossom in Yangzhou 

A c o m b i n e d f o r e i g n t r a d e 
s y m p o s i u m a n d f l o w e r f e s t i v a l 

w i l l b e h e l d i n Y a n g z h o u , J i a n g s u 
P r o v i n c e , f r o m O c t o b e r 5 - 9 . 

A r o u n d 2 0 0 f o r e i g n b u s i n e s s 
m e n w i l l b e i n v i t e d t o d i s s c u s s 
b u s i n e s s a n d t e c h n i c a l e x c h a n g e s . 
T h e Y a n g z h o u a u t h o r i t i e s h a v e 
d r a w n u p a l i s t o f e x p o r t 
c o m m o d i t i e s a n d m o r e t h a n 1 0 0 
p r o j e c t s f o r t e c h n o l o g i c a l c o 
o p e r a t i o n i n m a c h i n e r y , 
e l e c t r o n i c s , t e x t i l e , m e d i c i n e a n d 
c h e m i c a l i n d u s t r i e s . M a n y o f t h e 
c o m m o d i t i e s w i l l b e s h o w n i n a n 
e x h i b i t i o n o f s a m p l e s . 

W e l l k n o w n f o r i t s f l o w e r s , 
' Y a n g z h o u ' s first f l o w e r f e s t i v a l 

w i l l r u n c o n c u r r e n t l y w i t h t h e 
t r a d e t a l k s . M a n y e v e n t s h a v e 
a l r e a d y b e e n o r g a n i z e d . 

T h e r e w i l l b e e x h i b i t i o n s o n 
M a r c o P o l o , t h e " e i g h t e c c e n t r i c s " 
( a r t i s t s ) o f Y a n g z h o u , a n d l o c a l 
p a i n t i n g a n d c a l l i g r a p h y . F i l m s , 
p l a y s a n d c o n c e r t s h a v e b e e n 
a r r a n g e d , i n c l u d i n g o n e w h e r e 1 0 
c h i l d r e n w i l l s i m u l t a n e o u s l y p l a y 

t h e zheng, a 2 1 - o r 2 5 - s t r i n g e d 
p l u c k e d i n s t r u m e n t . 

T h e e v e n t c o i n c i d e s w i t h t h e 
1 , 3 0 0 t h b i r t h d a y o f t h e f a m o u s 
T a n g D y n a s t y p a i n t e r M o n k 
G a n j i n , w h o b r a v e d t h e s e a s t o 
s p r e a d B u d d h i s t t e a c h i n g s i n 
J a p a n a n d d i e d t h e r e . A n 
e x h i b i t i o n o f h i s w o r k s , a 
c o m m e m o r a t i v e m e e t i n g a n d a 
c o r n e r s t o n e l a y i n g c e r e m o n y f o r 
Q i l i n g T o w e r , w i l l b e h e l d . 

O n d i s p l a y a t t h e a u t u m n f a i r 
f o r l o c a l p r o d u c e w i l l b e m a n y 
w e l l - k n o w n a n d h i g h - q u a l i t y 
a g r i c u l t u r a l , s i d e l i n e a n d i n 
d u s t r i a l p r o d u c t s . R e g i o n a l f o o d 
w i l l b e a v a i l a b l e i n a b u n d a n t 
s u p p l i e s , a n d f a m o u s l o c a l c o o k s 
w i l l d e m o n s t r a t e t h e i r s k i l l s . 

T h e r e w i l l b e a n e x h i b i t i o n o f 
l o c a l h a n d i c r a f t s . O n d i s p l a y w i l l 
b e t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e w o r k s b y 3 0 
m a s t e r s , s o m e o f w h o m w i l l 
d e m o n s t r a t e t h e i r s k i l l s i n p a i n t 
i n g , p a p e r c u t t i n g , s i l k f l o w e r 
m a k i n g a n d l a c q u e r w a r e c a r v i n g . 

I n a d d i t i o n t o v i s i t i n g 
Y a n g z h o u ' s r e g u l a r t o u r i s t s i t e s , 
s p e c i a l b i c y c l e r i d e s a n d t o u r s 
a l o n g t h e a n c i e n t G r a n d C a n a l 
w i l l b e o f f e r e d . O t h e r e v e n t s 
i n c l u d e a f l o w e r e x h i b i t i o n , t h e 
u n v e i l i n g o f a s t a t u e o f t h e w r i t e r 
Z h u Z i q i n g a s p a r t o f h i s 9 0 t h 
a n n i v e r s a r y c e l e b r a t i o n s , a n d a 
f a s h i o n s h o w w i t h 3 0 0 n e w 
g a r m e n t s o n d i s p l a y . 

by Li Rongxia 

News in Brief 
• F r o m 1 9 7 9 t o t h e e n d o f J u n e 

1 9 8 8 , C h i n a r e a c h e d a g r e e m e n t i n 
p r i n c i p l e t o b o r r o w U S $ 1 0 . 9 
b i l l i o n i n g o v e r n m e n t a l l o a n s 
f r o m 19 c o u n t r i e s . S o f a r , 
c o n t r a c t s f o r U S $ 7 . 2 b i l l i o n h a v e 
b e e n c o n c l u d e d , a n d U S $ 5 . 6 6 
b i l l i o n a r e i n e f f e c t . U S $ 5 b i l l i o n 
o f t h i s m o n e y h a s b e e n p u t t o u s e 
b y C h i n a . 

T h e l o a n s h a v e p r i n c i p a l l y b e e n 
i n t e n d e d f o r e n e r g y , c o m m u n i c 

a t i o n s a n d t r a n s p o r t p r o j e c t s , a n d 
t o p r o m o t e t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f 
r a w m a t e r i a l s a n d a g r i c u l t u r e . 

• C h i n a ' s M i n i s t r y o f F o r e i g n 
E c o n o m i c R e l a t i o n s a n d T r a d e 
h a s r e c e n t l y s t i p u l a t e d t h a t 18 
k i n d s o f gex-tds c a n n o t b e 
p r o c e s s e d o r a s s e m b l e d w i t h 
s u p p l i e d r a w m a t e r i a l s . 

T h e l i s t i n c l i ' . t l e s c o t t o n y a r n , 
g r e y c o t t o n c l o t h , c o t t o n -
p o l y e s t e r ^ f a b r i c y a r n , g r e y c o t t o n -
p o l y e s t e r c l o t h , p e a r l s a n d t h e i r 
p r o d u c t s , d r a w n w o r k , b l e a c h e d 
c o t t o n a n d c o t t o n - p o l y e s t e r c l o t h , 
r a b b i t h a i r a n d i t s p r o d u c t s , s a l t e d 
a n d c a n n e d m u s h r o o m s , t o i l e t 
p a p e r f o r H o n g K o n g a n d M a c a o , 
c o r r u g a t e d p a p e r , c a m b r i c , f l a x r n 
g r e y c l o t h , t u n g s t e n p r o d u c t s , 
l e a t h e r p r e l e c t i o n g l o v e s , a n t i 
m o n y o x i d e , p u r e w o o l l e n c a r p e t s , 
r a r e - e a r t h p r o d u c t s c o n t a i n i n g 
y t t r i u m o x i d e , f r e s h a n d f r e e z e d 
g o o d s f o r H o n g K o n g a n d M a c a o , 
a n d c o m m o d i t i e s w h o s e e x p o r t 
q u o t a s f r o m C h i n a a r e l i m i t e d b y 
f o r e i g n c o u n t r i e s . 

T h e l o w e r l e v e l a u t h o r i t i e s , 
h o w e v e r , w i l l b e g r a n t e d m o r e 
p o w e r t o e x a m i n e a n d a p p r o v e 
b u s i n e s s e s t o p r o c e s s s u p p l i e d r a w -
m a t e r i a l s o t h e r t h a n t h e a b o v e -
m e n t i o n e d 18 k i n d o f g o o d s . 

• L i a n g X i a n g a n d R a y M a b u s , 
t h e g o v e r n o r s o f n e w l y f o u n d e d 
H a i n a n P r o v i n c e a n d t h e A m e r 
i c a n s t a t e o f M i s s i s s i p p i , s i g n e d a 
s u m m a r y o f t a l k s i n H a i k o u , t h e 
p r o v i n c e ' s c a p i t a l o n A u g u s t 3 0 . 

A t t h e t a l k s , t h e t w o s i d e s 
d i s c u s s e d c o - o p e r a t i o n a n d t e c h n 
i c a l e x c h a n g e i n a g r i c u l t u r e , 
a n i m a l h u s b a n d r y , fish r a i s i n g a n d 
p r o c e s s i n g , f o r e s t r y , f e r t i l i z e r s , 
e n e r g y a n d t r a n s p o r t t h r o u g h t h e 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f j o i n t v e n t u r e s 
a n d c o - o p e r a t i v e o r e x c l u s i v e l y 
C h i n e s e - o r A m e r c a n - f u n d e d 
b u s o n e s s e s . 

A s H a i n a n a n d M i s s i s s i p p i h a v e 
s i m i l a r c l i m a t e s , g e o g r a p h y , a n d 
r e s o u r c e s , l a r g e p o t e n t i a l e x i s t s f o r 
m u t u a l d e v e l o p m e n t a n d c o 
o p e r a t i o n . 
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Athletes Head for Olympics 

Horse-vault king Lou Yun. " I a m 
m y o w n o p p o n e n t , " s a i d L o u Y u n 
d u r i n g a t r a i n i n g s e s s i o n i n t h e 
B e i j i n g S t a d i u m . 

T h e 2 4 - y e a r - o l d L o u Y u n h a s 
a c h i e v e d f a m e i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
s p o r t s c i r c l e s f o r h i s s k i l l , 
s t e a d i n e s s a n d f l e x i b i l i t y o n t h e 
h o r s e - v a u l t a n d f o r h i s s t r e t c h e d 
o n e - a n d - a - h a l f s o m e r s a u l t . 

I n 1 9 8 1 , L o u Y u n w o n f o u r g o l d 
m e d a l s f o r t h e first t i m e a t t h e 
J a p a n C u p a n d K y o t o g y m n a s t i c s 
i n v i t a t i o n a l c o m p e t i t i o n s ( t w o o f 
t h e f o u r w e r e f o r t h e h o r s e - v a u l t ) , 
c a u s i n g a s e n s a t i o n t h r o u g h o u t 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l g y m n a s t i c s c i r c l e s . 

S i n c e t h e n , L o u t o o k a l m o s t a l l 
c h a m p i o n s h i p s i n t h e h o r s e - v a u l t 
e v e n t i n e v e r y i m p o r t a n t c o m p e 
t i t i o n h e e n t e r e d i n C h i n a a n d 
o v e r s e a s . H e w o n g o l d m e d a l s a t 
t h e 1 3 t h a n d 1 4 t h W o r l d C o l l e g e 
S t u d e n t G a m e s , a t t h e 2 3 r d 
O l y m p i c G a m e s , a t t h e 2 4 t h 
W o r l d G y m n a s t i c s C h a m p i o n 
s h i p s a n d a t t h e 9 t h a n d 1 0 t h 
A s i a n G a m e s . I n 1 9 8 7 , h e w o n 1 0 
g o l d s i n m a j o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
c o m p e t i t i o n s . L o u s a i d i t w a s a 
m o s t v a l u a b l e y e a r i n h i s c a r e e r . 
H e w a s c h o s e n a s o n e o f C h i n a ' s 
t e n t o p a t h l e t e s i n 1 9 8 7 a n d w a s 
a l s o e l e c t e d a d e p u t y t o t h e 
S e v e n t h N a t i o n a l P e o p l e ' s 
C o n g r e s s . 

L o u Y u n i s s h o r t a n d s t r o n g . 
W h e n h e m a d e h i s f i r s t a p 
p e a r a n c e o n t h e n a t i o n a l t e a m a t 
t h e a g e o f 1 4 , m a n y h a d d o u b t s 
a b o u t h i s f u t u r e . B u t L o u ' s c o a c h 
Y a n g M i n g m i n g r e c o g n i z e d t h e 
s t r e n g t h o f h i s l e g s a n d h i s 
c a p a c i t y f o r e x c e l l e n c e . 

H e s t u d i e d d i l i g e n t l y a n d 
t r a i n e d h a r d t o d e v e l o p h i s h o r s e -
v a u l t a n d f r e e e x e r c i s e s . " L o u Y u n 
h a s a n i n d o m i t a b l e s p i r i t a n d 
s t r e n g t h , b u t h e i s a l s o r e a d y t o 
a c k n o w l e d g e h i s s h o r t c o m i n g s , " 
c o a c h Y a n g s a i d . " T h a t i s w h y h e 
c o u l d d e v e l o p h i s s k i l l s o q u i c k l y . " 

L o u Y u n i s n o w s t r i v i n g t o 
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p e r f e c t m o r e d i f f i c u l t a n d b e a u t i 
f u l n e w m o v e m e n t s w i t h t h e h o p e 
o f w i n n i n g g o l d m e d a l s a g a i n . 
Woman diver Gao IVIin. " 1 w o n t 
f a i l , " t h e 1 8 - y e a r - o l d g i r l s a i d 
c o n f i d e n t l y . 

S i n c e w i n n i n g t h e first c h a m 
p i o n s h i p i n t h e w o m e n ' s s p r i n g 
b o a r d d i v i n g e v e n t a t t h e 5 t h 
W o r l d S w i m m i n g C h a m p i o n s h i p s 
i n 1 9 8 6 , s h e h a s n e v e r l o s t a n o t h e r 
c h a m p i o n s h i p t i t l e . 

R e p r e s e n t i n g C h i n a , 1 , 6 0 -
m e t r e - t a l l G a o M i n v i s i t e d N o r t h 
A m e r i c a a n d E a s t e r n E u r o p e a n 
c o u n t r i e s i n ' 1 9 8 5 . A n a u t h o r i t a -

ri e b i r t h d a y o f F u x i — t h e 
f a t h e r o f t h e h u m a n r a c e 

a c c o r d i n g t o a n c i e n t C h i n e s e 
l e g e n d — f e l l o n J u n e 2 6 t h i s y e a r 
( M a y 13 o n t h e C h i n e s e l u n a r 
c a l e n d a r ) . T h a t d a y , F u x i ' s 
b i r t h p l a c e o f T i a n s h u i i n G a n s u 
P r o v i n c e w a s d e c o r a t e d w i t h 
c o m m e m o r a t i v e s t r e a m e r s a n d 
p o s t e r s , a n d o f f e r i n g s w e r e m a d e 

' i n t h e F u x i T e m p l e . T h o u s a n d s o f 
m e n a n d w o m e n , o l d a n d y o u n g , 
p o u r e d i n t o t h e t e m p l e f r o m 
d i f f e r e n t d i r e c t i o n s t o w o r s h i p 
t h e i r e a r l i e s t a n c e s t o r . 

T r a d i t i o n h a s i t t h a t i n r e m o t e 
a n t i q u i t y , t h e r e w e r e m a n y c l a n s , 
o n e o f t h e b e s t k n o w n o f t h e m 
h e a d e d b y F u x i . F u x i i s t r a d i t i o n -

t i v e C a n a d i a n d i v i n g e x p e r t 
p r o c l a i m e d h e r " t h e b e s t w o m a n 
s p r i n g b o a r d d i v e r i n t h e w o r l d . " 

A f t e r h e r w i n a t t h e 1 9 8 6 W o r l d 
C h a m p i o n s h i p s , G a o w e n t o n t o 
w i n c h a m p i o n s h i p s i n t h e 1 9 8 7 
W o r l d C u p d i v i n g c o n t e s t a n d t h e 
6 t h N a t i o n a l G a m e s . A t t h a t t i m e , 
f o r e i g n s p o r t s c i r c l e s w e r e p r e d i c t 
i n g a " G a o M i n e r a " i n w o m e n ' s 
s p r i n g b o a r d d i v i n g i n t h e c o m i n g 
y e a r s . 

G a o M i n i s n o t b e s t k n o w n f o r 
h e r d i f f i c u l t m o v e m e n t s , b u t h e r 
m o v e m e n t s a r e r e f i n e d a n d s t r o n g . 
S h e i s p a r t i c u l a r l y s k i l l e d a t 
a c h i e v i n g a r h y t h m i n h e r 
m o v e m e n t . T h a t a n d h e r c a l m n e s s 
m a k e h e r s u c c e s s f u l i n d i v i n g . 

by Zhang Wei 

of Human Race 

a l l y b e l i e v e d t o b e t h e i n c a r n a t i o n 
o f t h e d r a g o n . 

T h e d r a g o n , o f c o u r s e , i s a 
m y t h i c a l c r e a t u r e . I t s o r i g i n c a n b e 
t r a c e d a s f o l l o w s : I n a n c i e n t t i m e s , 
p r i m i t i v e m e n w e r e u n a b l e t o 
e x p l a i n v a r i o u s n a t u r a l p h e n o 
m e n a s u c h a s w i n d , t h u n d e r , r a i n 
a n d l i g h t n i n g . T h e y c o u l d d o 
n o t h i n g b e f o r e t h e s e p h e n o m e n a 
b u t h o l d t h e m i n a w e a n d 
v e n e r a t i o n , h o p i n g t h a t t h e r e w a s 
a g o d w i t h a b s o l u t e p o w e r t o 
p r o t e c t t h e m . 

C e r t a i n p r i m i t i v e p e o p l e s e l e c 
t e d .a n a t u r a l o b j e c t — o f t e n a n 
a n i m a l — a s t h e e m b l e m o f t h e i r 
c l a n . I n F u x i ' s d a y , v a r i o u s c l a n s 
w o r s h i p p e d t h e p h o e n i x , l i o n . 

A Stone carving in tlie Wu Liang Temple witli representations of Fuxi and Nuwa. 

Remembering Father 



t i g e r , l e o p a r d , d e e r o r fish. F u x i ' s 
o w n c l a n w o r s h i p p e d t h e s n a k e . 
W h e n h i t b y n a t u r a l o r m a n - m a d e 
c a l a m i t i e s , t h e y p r a y e d t o t h e 
t o t e m f o r p r o t e c t i o n . 

G r a d u a l l y , t h e p e o p l e o f F u x i ' s 
c l a n r e a l i z e d t h a t t h e i r v e n e r a t e d 
s y m b o l l o o k e d w e a k e r t h a n t h e 
a n i m a l s w o r s h i p p e d b y o t h e r 
c l a n s . A n d s n a k e s c a n o n l y c r a w l , 
w h i l e t i g e r s a n d l i o n s c a n r u n l i k e 
t h e w i n d . E v e n t u a l l y , F u x i ' s c l a n 
c r e a t e d a n e w t o t e m — a n i m a g i 
n a r y a n i m a l w h i c h w a s b a s e d o n 
t h e s n a k e b u t p o s s e s s e d t h e b e s t 
q u a l i t i e s o f o t h e r a n i m a l s . T h e 
d r a g o n t o t e m w a s m o r e p o w e r f u l 
t h a n a n y o t h e r — n o e a r t h l y 
c r e a t u r e c o u l d m a t c h t h e a n i m a l . 

L a t e r , l e g e n d t e l l s u s , d i s a s t r o u s 
f l o o d s k i l l e d e v e r y o n e i n t h e 
w o r l d — e x c e p t f o r F u x i a n d t h e 
l e g e n d a r y N u w a . T h e t w o m a r r i e d 
a n d s a v e d t h e h u m a n r a c e f r o m 
e x t i n c t i o n . A l l C h i n e s e p e o p l e a r e 
s a i d t o b e d e s c e n d a n t s o f t h e 
d r a g o n , o f F u x i a n d N u w a . 

F o r c e n t u r i e s , t h e C h i n e s e 
p e o p l e h o n o u r e d F u x i a n d N u w a 
a s t h e i r e a r l i e s t a n c e s t o r s . A s t o n e 
c a r v i n g i n t h e W u L i a n g T e m p l e , 
w h i c h w a s b u i l t i n t h e E a s t e r n 
H a n D y n a s t y ( 2 5 - 2 2 0 A D ) , 
c o n t a i n s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s o f F u x i 

a n d N u w a w i t h h u m a n h e a d s a n d 
s n a k e b o d i e s t h a t a r e e n t w i n e d . 

L e g e n d d e s c r i b e s F u x i a s a g o d 
l i k e figure—big a n d t a l l , c r e a t i v e 
a n d r e s o u r c e f u l . H e i s c r e d i t e d 
w i t h m a n y i n v e n t i o n s . A f t e r 
o b s e r v i n g s p i d e r s c a t c h i n s e c t s i n 
t h e i r w e b s , h e figured o u t h o w t o 
u s e r o p e s t o m a k e n e t s f o r h u n t i n g 
a n d fishing t o r e p l a c e t h e s t o n e s 
a n d s t i c k s p r e v i o u s l y u s e d t o c a t c h 
fish, b i r d s a n d a n i m a l s . T h i s 
i n v e n t i o n g a v e g r e a t i m p e t u s t o 
t h e p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s o f p r i m i t i v e 
s o c i e t y . 

B a s e d o n t h e p r i m i t i v e t e c h 
n o l o g y o f m a k i n g fire b y d r i l l i n g 

• p i e c e s o f w o o d , h e d e v e l o p e d w a y s 
t o p r e s e r v e , u s e a n d c o n t r o l fire. 
H e a l s o d e v e l o p e d d i f f e r e n t 
c o o k i n g m e t h o d s — i n c l u d i n g 
r o a s t i n g , b r o i l i n g a n d s t e a m i n g — 
a n d p o p u l a r i z e d t h e h a b i t o f 

e a t i n g c o o k e d f o o d s . T h i s m a r k e d 
a n e n d t o t h e p r i m i t i v e h a b i t o f 
e a t i n g b i r d s a n d a n i m a l s r a w , a n d 
t h e b e g i n n i n g o f c i v i l i z a t i o n . 

A c c o r d i n g t o l e g e n d , F u x i ' s 
g r e a t e s t c o n t r i b u t i o n t o s o c i e t y 
w a s t h e e i g h t o i a g r a m s — s y m b o l s 
f o r t h e n a t u r a l p h e n o m e n a o f s k y , 
e a r t h , w a t e r , fire, m o u n t a i n s , 
t h u n d e r , w i n d a n d m a r s h l a n d . H e 
t a u g h t p e o p l e t o r e a d a n d d r a w 
t h e s e s y m b o l s , a n d i n d o i n g s o 
t o e x p l a i n t h e n a t u r a l p h e n o m 
e n a a n d t h e r e l a t i o n s a m o n g t h e m . 
T h i s h e l p e d p e o p l e u n d e r s t a n d 
s o m e o f t h e l a w s o f n a t u r e 
g o v e r n i n g d i s a s t e r s a n d t h u s t o 
a v o i d s o m e n a t u r a l c a l a m i t i e s . 
F o r t h o u s a n d s o f y e a r s , t h e e i g h t 
d i a g r a m s h e l p e d t h e C h i n e s e 
p e o p l e d e v e l o p a n d e n r i c h t h e i r 
c u l t u r e . • 

Listing Common 
Cliinese Chtaracters 

Du r i n g t h e e a r l y m o n t h s o f t h i s 
y e a r , t h e S t a t e S p o k e n a n d 

W r i t t e n L a n g u a g e C o m m i s s i o n 
i s s u e d o n e t a b l e l i s t i n g 3 , 5 0 0 
c h a r a c t e r s o f t e r r u s e d i n m o d e r n 
C h i n e s e a n d t h e w r i t t e n f o r m s o f 

7 , 0 0 0 c o m m o n l y u s e d C h i n e s e 
c h a r a c t e r s . T h e t a b l e s a r e a n 
i m p o r t a n t a c h i e v e m e n t i n t h e 
s t u d y o f C h i n e s e c h a r a c t e r s a n d 
t h e p r o m o t i o n o f t h e i r 
s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n . 

C h i n e s e c h a r a c t e r s h a v e g o n e 
t h r o u g h a l o n g p r o c e s s o f 
e v o l u t i o n b e g i n n i n g w i t h t h e 
i n s c r i p t i o n s f o u n d o n 6 , 0 0 0 - y e a r -
o l d p o t t e r y u n e a r t h e d i n B a n p o , 
e a s t o f t h e a n c i e n t c i t y o f X i a n ( s e e 
c h a r t 1 ) . P i c t o g r a p h i c c h a r a c t e r s 

f H r J t f 1 X ^ f 
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Chart 1. Sympols of inscriptions found on ' 
colour pottery unearthed in Banpo, east 
of the ancient city of Xian. 

w e r e f o u n d o n 4 . 0 0 0 - y e a r - o l d 
p o t t e r y d i s c o v e r e d a t D a w e n k o u 
i n S h a n d o n g P r o v i n c e ( s e e c h a r t 2 ) 

Chart 2. Pictographic characters found 
on pottery discovered at Dawenkou In 
Shandong Province. 

a n d l a t e r i n s c r i p t i o n s s u c h a s t h o s e 
o n t h e b o n e s o r t o r t o i s e s h e l l s o f 
t h e Y i n a n d S h a n g D y n a s t i e s 
( C . 1 6 t h - l i i h c e n t u r y B C ) d e v e l 
o p e d . T h e c h a r a c t e r s w e r e f o r m e d 
f r o m p i c t o g r a p h i c s h a p e s w h i c h 
l a t e r b e c a m e s y m b o l i c s t r o k e s ( s e e 
c h a r t 4). 

B E I J I N G R E V I E W , S E P T E M B E R 12-18, 1988 
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C h a r t 3 . E l e v e n b a s i c s t r o l ^ e s . 

T h e t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f C h i n e s e 
c h a r a c t e r s f r o m p i c t o g r a p h i c 
s h a p e s r e s u l t e d i n t h e f o r m a t i o n o f 
s q u a r e - s h a p e d s y m b o l s s o C h i n e s e 
c h a r a c t e r s a r e o f t e n c a l l e d 
" s q u a r e - s h a p e d c h a r a c t e r s . " T h e y 
m a y b e w r i t t e n u s i n g I I b a s i c 
s t r o k e s , a s i l l u s t r a t e d i n c h a r t ". 

T h e Kang Xi Dictionary, a 
f a m o u s d i c t i o n a r y o f C h i n e s e 
c h a r a c t e r s c o m p i l e d b y i m p e r i a l 
c o u r t o f t h e Q i n g D y n a s t y i n t h e 
1 8 t h c e n t u r y , c o n t a i n s o v e r 4 7 , 0 0 0 
C h i n e s e c h a r a c t e r s . T h e Cihai, ( o r 
E n c y c l o p a e d i a o f W o r d s a n d 
P h r a s e s ) , a c o m p r e h e n s i v e b o o k 
t h a t h a s t h e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f b o t h 
a d i c t i o n a r y a n d a n e n c y 
c l o p a e d i a , c o n t a i n s a b o u t 1 5 , 0 0 0 
c h a r a c t e r s . T h e l a r g e s t Dictionary 
of Chinese Language l i s t s n e a r l y 
6 0 , 0 0 0 C h i n e s e c h a r a c t e r s , a n d t h e 
Xinhua Dictionary c o v e r s 8 , 5 0 0 
c h a r a c t e r s . 

T h e C h i n e s e g o v e r n m e n t s e t s 
t h e s t a n d a r d f o r l i t e r a c y a t 2 , 0 0 0 
c h a r a c t e r s f o r c i t y d w e l l e r s a n d 
1 , 0 0 0 f o r r u r a l r e s i d e n t s . 

T h e w r i t t e n f o r m s o f C h i n e s e 
c h a r a c t e r s a r e r a t h e r c o m p l i c a t e d . 
O n e c h a r a c t e r c a n h a v e f r o m t w o 
t o d o z e n s o f s t r o k e s , n o t m a n y 
c h a r a c t e r s c o n t a i n f e w e r t h a n five 
s t r o k e s a n d c o m p l i c a t e d c h a r a c 
t e r s c a n h a v e m o r e t h a n 3 0 
s t r o k e s . I n t h e 1 9 5 0 s , C h i n a 
p o p u l a r i z e d 2 , 2 3 6 s i m p l i f i e d c h a r 
a c t e r s w h i c h h a v e b e e n a d o p t e d b y 
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C h a r t 4 . E v o l u t i o n o f f o r m s o f C l i i n e s e c h a r a c t e r s . 

S i n g a p o r e , M a l a y s i a a n d 
T h a i l a n d . 

O v e r t h e y e a r s , e x p e r t s i n 
C h i n e s e s c r i p t h a v e a t t e m p t e d t o 
s t a n d a r d i z e i n s c r i p t i o n s t o b e t t e r 
m e e t t h e n e e d f o r s o c i a l c o m m u n 
i c a t i o n , b y e l i m i n a t i n g v a r i a n t 
c h a r a c t e r f o r m s a n d c h a n g i n g 
r a r e l y u s e d s c r i p t f o r p l a c e n a m e s . 

C h i n e s e c h a r a c t e r s a r e c o m 
p a c t l y s t r u c t u r e d , w i t h s t r o k e s 
w r i t t e n i n r e g u l a r o r d e r . T o b e t t e r 
m e e t t h e n e e d s o f c h a r a c t e r 
r e t r i e v a l a n d t e a c h i n g s e r v i c e s , 
r u l e s a r e s e t f o r t h e a r r a n g e m e n t o f 
e a c h c o m p o n e n t a n d f o r t h e w a y 
o f w r i t i n g e a c h s t r o k e . 

I n r e c e n t y e a r s , m a n y a c h i e v e 
m e n t s h a v e b e e n m a d e i n t h e 
a n a l y s i s o f t h e c o m p o n e n t s a n d 
s t r u c t u r e o f C h i n e s e c h a r a c t e r s , 
a n d i n g a t h e r i n g s t a t i s t i c s o n t h e 
f r e q u e n c y o f w o r d u s a g e b y 
c o m p u t e r a n d o t h e r m o d e r n 
t e c h n i q u e s a n d m e t h o d s . 

H o w e v e r , m a n y m i s u s e d c h a r 
a c t e r s , c o m p l e x o r i g i n a l o r v a r i a n t 
f o r m s o f C h i n e s e c h a r a c t e r s w h i c h 
w e r e p h a s e d o u t i n t h e 1 9 5 0 s s t i l l 
a p p e a r i n t r a d e m a r k s , a d v e r t i s e 
m e n t s , s i g n p o s t s , n e w s p a p e r s a n d 
p u b l i c a t i o n s , a n d i n films a n d T V 
s h o w s — a r e s u l t o f t h o s e c h a o t i c 
y e a r s o f t h e " c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n . " 

I n 1 9 8 5 , a n i n t e r e s t e d g r o u p i n 
A n h u i P r o v i n c e c o n d u c t e d a 
s u r v e y o n w o r d s u s e d o n 
s i g n p o s t s , a d v e r t i s e m e n t s a n d 
s h o p s i g n s o n 1 2 s t r e e t s o f s i x c i t i e s 
a n d c o u n t i e s . T h e y f o u n d t h a t 
n o n - s t a n d a r d c h a r a c t e r s g e n e r a l l y 
a c c o u n t e d f o r 1 6 p e r c e n t a n d 

s o m e t i m e s , e v e n u p t o 2 3 p e r c e n t 
o f t h e t o t a l n u m b e r o f c h a r a c t e r s 
u s e d . A t t h e i r s u g g e s t i o n , s t u d e n t s 
i n t e a c h e r s ' c o l l e g e s a n d p r i m a r y 
s c h o o l p u p i l s a n d t e a c h e r s i n i t 
i a t e d a c t i v i t i e s c e n t r e d o n finding 
w r o n g l y u s e d c h a r a c t e r s . 

T h e e f f o r t s o f e x p e r t s i n C h i n e s e 
l a n g u a g e a n d s c r i p t h a v e l e d t o t h e 
f o r m u l a t i o n o f t h e t a b l e s o f 
c o m m o n l y u s e d m o d e r n C h i n e s e 
c h a r a c t e r s m e n t i o n e d e a r l i e r . 
M a t e r i a l s u s e d i n t h e t a b l e i n c l u d e 
a l i s t o f t h e e a r l i s t 4 , 2 6 1 c h a r a c t e r s 
i n t h e " G l o s s a r y o f W o r d s U s e d i n 
P r o s e i n t h e V e r n a c u l a r " c o m p i l e d 
i n 1 9 2 8 b y t h e f a m o u s e d u c a t o r 
C h e n H e q i n , a n d a b o u t 2 0 
s t a t i s t i c a l s u r v e y s c o n d u c t e d d u r 
i n g 1 9 4 0 s t o 1 9 8 0 s . A m o n g t h e m , 
t h e t a b l e o f f r e q u e n t l y u s e d 
m o d e r n C h i n e s e c h a r a c t e r s c o m 

p l e t e d i n 1 9 8 5 c o v e r s t e n fields: 
r e c r e a t i o n a n d s p o r t s ; h i s t o r y a n d 
p h i l o s o p h y ; p o l i t i c s a n d 
e c o n o m i c s ; n e w s a n d r e p o r t i n g ; 
l i t e r a t u r e a n d a r t ; b u i l d i n g a n d 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ; a g r i c u l t u r e , f o r e s 
t r y , a n i m a l h u s b a n d r y a n d fishery; 
l i g h t i n d u s t r y ; h e a v y i n d u s t r y ; a n d 
g e n e r a l k n o w l e d g e , A f t e r i t s 
c o m p l e d o n , t h e t a b l e w a s 
e x a m i n e d b y Renmin Rihao 
(People's Daily), Beijing Science 
and Technology News, a n d t h e 
l i t e r a r y q u a r t e r l y Dangdai (Pre
sent Era), p u b l i s h e d i n J u l y 1 9 8 7 . 
A b o u t 9 9 . 4 8 p e r c e n t o f t h e 
c h a r a c t e r s w e r e u s e d i n t h e s e 
p u b l i c a t i o n s , a f a c t w h i c h s u p 
p o r t s t h e r e l i a b i l i t y o f t h e t a b l e a s 
a u s e f u l t o o l i n t h e s t u d y i n g o f 
C h i n e s e l a n g u a g e . • 
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