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A recent photograph of General Secretary Jiang Zemin (right) with Deng Xiaoping.
Photo by Wu Jiguo

Jiang Zemin inspecting one of the Asian Games projects in Beijing in August this year. Photo by Wang Zhenmin
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Chinese Leaders on Domestic and Foreign Affairs

O At a press conference held on September 26 in Beijing and
attended by all members of the Standing Committee of the CPC
Political Bureau, Party General Secretary Jiang Zemin and Premier
Li Peng met Chinese and foreign journalists. Full text of the
conference (p. 15).

Deng on Handling International Relations

O While meeting Masayoshi Ito in Beijing, senior Chinese leader
Deng Xiaoping said the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence
should be the guideline for settling international political and eco-
nomic problems. He told Ito that no matter what happens in the
world, the friendship between China and Japan must not change and
will not change (p. 5).

Only Socialism“Can Develop China

0 China has attained notable achievements of economic develop-
ment and improvement in the standard of living over the past four
decades. These successes are impossible for China without the
leadership of the Chinese Communist Party, the socialist system, the
political power at the service of the people and the public ownership
of the means of production. The remark “only socialism can develop
China” is the reality proved by China’s 40 years of history (p. 19 ).

China’s Foreign Trade in Past 40 Years

0 Zheng Tuobin, China’s Minister of Foreign Economic Relations
and Trade, in an interview with Beijing Review, discussed the
progress China has made in his work field over the past 40 years.
For the future, he said, the introduction of new technology, the
establishment of projects in foreign countries and the development
of labour exchanges will continue to be pursued and conducted
according to China’s set policies (p. 10 ).
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China Protests France’s
Support for Fugitives

lodged a strong protest with

the French government for
granting permission to the so-
called Front for Democracy in
China (FDC) to hold its “found-
ing congress” in Paris.

According to a press release
issued in Beijing by the Foreign
Ministry, an official with the
ministry’s Department of West
European Affairs met on Sep-
tember 25 with the French am-
bassador to China, Charles Malo.

Xinhua News Agency reported
on September 24 that “a three-
day inaugural farce” of the FDC
ended on that day. And the or-
ganization chaired by Yan Jiaqi,
Wu'er Kaixi and Wan Rennan,
adopted a “constitution,” which
aims at overthrowing the
Chinese government.

The official pointed out that
the French government, disre-
garding the solemn representa-
tions made by China, had gone
so far as to allow the FDC to
hold its “founding congress” in
Paris.

Such action by Paris consti-
tutes serious encroachment upon
China’s sovereignty and gross in-
terference in its internal affairs,
the official said, expressing Chi-
na’s “profound indignation” at
France’s action.

Yan, Wu’er, Wan and others
have violated Chinese Criminal
Law, the official told Malo, and
are wanted by Chinese public se-
curity organs for instigating
and organizing counter-
revolutionary activities aimed at
overthrowing the Chinese gov-
ernment by violence.

He said that it is indeed a
rare case in international rela-
tions that the government of one
country brazenly supports activ-

The Chinese government has

4

ities on its territory by a handful
of foreigners aimed at opposing
and subverting the government
of a foreign country with which
it has normal diplomatic rela-
tions.

The French government’s ac-
tion tramples on the principles of
mutual respect for each other’s
sovereignty and mutual non-
interference in each other’s inter-
nal affairs as established in in-
ternational law, as well as the
purposes and principles of the
Charter of the United Nations,
he added.

It is a serious move that will
cause the deterioration of rela-
tions between China and France,
the official said.

He concluded that as a sover-
eign state, China will never toler-
ate such interference in its in-
ternal affairs by any foreign
country. As well, he told the
French ambassador that China
strongly demands that the
French government truly abide
by the norms governing state-to-
state relations, stop its interfer-
ence in China’s internal affairs,
and immediately prevent further
FDC activities on French territo-
ry against the Chinese govern-
ment.

Otherwise, the official told
Malo, the French government
should assume full responsibility
for any further damage to Sino-
French relations. |

Study of Marxist Philosophy Urged

told a recent forum that the

entire Communist Party of
China (CPC) should study
Marxist philosophy, according to
the People’s Daily in its Septem-
ber 17 edition.

Organized by the theory
bureau under the Propaganda
Department of the CPC Cen-
tral Committee, the participants
agreed that to study Marxist phi-
losophy is helpful for clarifying
theoretical contradictions, unify-
ing people’s thinking and rais-
ing the theoretical standard of
cadres.

It is an important political task
of the whole Party, they said.

The forum discussed the im-
portance of studying Marxist
philosophy and the better ways
to study it. It also talked about
eliminating bourgeois liberaliza-
tion influences and strengthen-
ing theoretical knowledge among
Party officials.

The participants pointed out
that a major reason for the tur-
moil and anti-government riots

some Beijing theoreticians

in Beijing and other cities be-
tween April and June was ser-
ious confusion in ideology and
theory caused by bourgeois liber-
alization.

To study Marxist philosophy
is a key clement in the current
struggle against bourgeois liber-
alization, they said.

The basic theory and stand-
points of Marxist philosophy
have been lashed by trends of
bourgeois liberalization, the par-
ticipants added.

In fact, they said, those who
stuck to spreading bourgeois lib-
eralization viewpoints were
trying to negate Marxist philoso-
phy under the slogan of “devel-
opment.”

The participants stressed that
to study the Marxist philosophy
is to first of all study the basic
viewpoints of the dialectical and
historical materialism and grasp
the true essence of Marxist world
outlook and methodology in a
way of combining theory with
practice. |

BELJING REVIEW, OCTOBER 2-8, 1989



EVENTS/TRENDS]

Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping meets Masayoshi ito on September 19.
LIU SHAOSHAN

Deng on Handling International

Relations

he Five Principles of Peace-
T ful Coexistence should be the

guideline for settling inter-
national political and economic
problems, said senior Chinese
leader Deng Xiaoping in Beijing
on September 19.

At a meeting in the Great Hall
of the People with Masayoshi
Ito, leader of the Parliamen-
tarians League for Japan-
China Friendship, Deng also ex-
pressed the belief that no matter
what happens, “Sino-Japanese
friendly ties must not change
and will not change.”

Ito arrived in Beijing on Sep-
tember 17 for a three-day visit.
This is the highest-level Japanese
group to visit China since
the crackdown on the anti-
government riots in Beijing in
June.

Speaking of the world situa-
tion and international relations,
Deng said it has been proved that
hegemonism and bloc politics do
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' not work. At present, not only

a new world economic order

-should be established but also a

new world political order, he ad-
ded.

Deng criticized the summit of
seven Western nations held in
Paris during the summer. The
meeting’s resolution concerning
China was based on “lies and dis-
tortions” and was “too shallow”
in dealing with matters, he said.

The resolution represents in-
terference in China’s internal af-
fairs which China finds unac-
ceptable, he said.

Deng told the Japanese dele-
gation that the Chinese govern-
ment noticed “some differences”
in attitude between Japan and
other nations at the Paris meet-
ing. '

“China is not afraid of sanc-
tions, which in the long run
will backfire at those imposing
them,” Deng said.

“Sino-Japanese friendship, im-

portant to- both sides, is condu-
cive to the interests of both peo-
ples, and to world peace and de-
velopment.

“It is their common aspiration
to pass on the bilateral friend-
ship from generation to genera-
tion,” Deng said during the meet-
ing, which lasted more than an
hour.

Ito expressed his full agree-
ment.

Japan and China should base
their relations on the 1972 de-
claration, that is, the principle of
one China, and repudiating the
unfortunate past relations be-
tween Japan and China, Ito said.

“You are still in very good
health since we met a year ago,”
Ito told Deng. “Rumours are rife
in the Japanese newspapers that

you are ill. But we see that you

are very healthy.”

“Some people said I died or
was secriously ill,” Deng replied.
“That caused fluctuations on the
financial markets in Hong Kong.
A few days ago I met Professor
T.D. Lee, and when the news
reached Hong Kong, the stock
market there picked up. Actual-
ly, I’ve been very well the whole
time.”

On September 18, Jiang Zem-
in, general secretary of the Cen-
tral Committee of the Commun-
ist Party of China (CPC), met
with Ito. Jiang said that China
will surely achieve its economic
development targets. v

After briefing the Japanese de-
legation on China’s current pol-
icies and economic situation,
Jiang said: “Along with the de-
velopment of the economy,
science and technology, all the
nations in the world need to co-
operate more with each other.
Therefore, China must persist in
carrying on the policies of econo-
mic reform and opening to the
outside world and it will never
change from that course.”

Jiang reiterated that China
will continue to increase econo-
mic and technological exchanges
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and co-operation with other
countries on the basis of equality
and mutual benefit. China is cur-
rently having some difficulties
in its economic development, but
“we will overcome them by im-
proving the economic environ-
ment, rectifying economic order
and pursuing our policy of re-
form,” Jiang said.

Ito said that the Japanese peo-
ple are willing to develop friend-
ly Sino-Japanese relations. “Ja-
pan and China should maintain
their friendship from generation
to generation,” he said.

China’s investment environ-
ment, he added, is still spoken of
highly in Japanese business cir-
cles.

On September 17, Chinese Pre-
mier Li Peng met with Ito in

Shenyang, capital of northeast-
ern Liaoning Province.

“The gates of China are open
to all countries of the world, in-
cluding Western countries,” Li
told Ito.

“But now the problem is that
some of the Western countries
are interfering in China’s inter-
nal affairs and putting pressure
on China,” he said.

However. he stressed, the
Chinese people treasure the so-
cialist system practised in China
under the CPC leadership and

“they w1ll never barter away the
system.” -

The premier noted that the
friendly relations between China
and Japan are hard earned. “We
are reluctant to see any harm to
the relations. We hope the rela-
tions will be pushed forward.” O

CPPCC Marked 40th Anniversary

elebrations were held in
CBeumg September 21 to

mark the 40th anniversary
of the founding of the Chinese
People’s Political Consultative
Conference (CPPCC).

It was at the first meeting of
the CPPCC held 40 years ago that
Chairman Mao Zedong declared
the founding of the People’s Re-

pubhc of China.

The CPPCC exercised the fun-
tions and powers of the National
People’s Congress (NPC), China’s
supreme organ of state power, un-
til the convening of the first NPC
in 1954. Now, as an important
organization of the patriotic unit-
ed front, the CPPCC’s purpose is
to hold political consultations and

to develop people’s democracy.
The CPPCC holds its annual ses-
sion almost the same time when
NPC holds its session.

Taking part in the celebrations
were Li Xiannian, Chairman of
the CPPCC National Committee,
Jiang Zemin, general secretary of
the Chinese Communist Party’s
Central Committee, President
Yang Shangkun, Premier Li Peng
and other Party and state leaders.

The Party and state leaders
met with all the chairpersons and
vice-chairpersons of the first to
the seventh national committees
of the CPPCC. They exchanged
congratulation remarks and had
their pictures taken. The leaders
also conveyed their greetings and
paid respect to members of the
CPPCC at all levels.

Jiang Zemin, Li Peng and oth-
ers then visited an exhibition of
more than 200 paintings and cal-
ligraphy by CPPCC members.

Certificates of honour were is-
sued to all staff workers who had
worked at the CPPCC for 30
years.

The celebation embodied the
spirit of co-operation between the
Communist Party of China, de-
mocratic parties and patriots in
all circles and the spirit of unity
of all nationalities in China. 0O

Leader Explains Policies to HK Journalists

with a delegation from two

Hong Kong-based newspapers,
Li Ruihuan, member of the
Standing Committee of the Polit-
ical Bureau of the Chinese Com-
munist Party Central Commit-
tee, said China’s policy on intel-
lectuals will not change.

To deny the status and role of
intellectuals means the negation
of the orientation of the moder-
nization drive, he said.

The delegation was led by
Chen Bojian, deputy publisher of
Wen Wei Po and Chao Tse Lung
and Chen Bin, deputy editors-in-

In a meeting on September 19
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chief of Ta Kung Pao.

Li briefed the visitors on the
quelling of the anti-government
riots in Beijing in June. He also

answered questions raised by

members of the delegation.
China will not change its poli-
cies of reform and opening to the
outside world, Li said. “We are
now criticizing bourgeois liberal-
ization. Of course, we are also
opposed to ossification.”
Policies on the coexistence
of diversified economic com-
ponents and on allowing some
people to be better off before oth-
ers will also continue to be car-

A

ried out and improved.

Li pointed out that it is essen-
tial to develop the individual
economy in the rural areas to
stabilize the people’s lives. Of
course, he added, China’s nation-
al economy is, as a whole, dom-
inated by the state- and
collectively-owned economic sec-
tors, with the planned economy
playing the major role.

History has shown that failure
to allow some of the people to be
better off before others will inev-
itably lead to poverty for all, he
said. Poverty is not socialism.

He compared the on-going re-
form and open-door practices to
flying a kite, rather than setting

BEIJING REVIEW, OCTOBER 2-8, 1989
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a captive animal free. How wide
the door is open depends on our
own control capability for it, he
said.

Li said that reform and open-
ing to the outside world are a
historical necessity, a general
trend independent of man’s will.

Without reform and opening,
China would be hopeless and the
people would not consent. “We
are confident of that,” he said.
Li added that he hoped jour-
nalists working in Hong Kong
would visit China’s mainland
frequently. ]

French Interference Protested

hina protested on Septem-
Cber 19 rude treatment by

French border police of
Chinese personnel who were
travelling on official business.

The leading member of the
Department for West European
Affairs of the Chinese Foreign
Ministry met with Charles Malo,
the French ambassador to China,
in Beijing by appointment and
told him the incident occurred
on September 8 at an airport in
Paris.

The official said the incident
took place when a Chinese med-
ical team of seven men and six
women were in transit to the Re-
public of Gabon. Eight trade per-
sonnel, who were going to Maur-
itania and Sierra Leone, were
also involved.

All of them carried service
passports with valid transit visas
issued by the French Embassy
in China and air tickets for the
three African countries, the offi-
cial said.

But French border police at
the airport illegally held them in
a luggage room for more than 14

hours without any food or drink,
and subjected them to unwar-
ranted body-searches, he said.

“We are indignant at the
French side for continuing to
seriously violate the norms of in-
ternational law and international
practice, and its gross violation
of human rights in defiance of
the solemn representation of the
Chinese,” he said.

“We hereby lodge a protest
with the French side against
this,” the official said during the
meeting.

He also pointed out that this
was the latest in a series of simi-
lar incidents at the Paris airport,
and occurred despite discussions

about similar problems on
June 29.
“We strongly request the

French government to respect
the norms of international law
and relevant international con-
ventions by putting an imme-
diate stop to the erroneous prac-
tices of discrimination against,
creating difficulties for and rude
treatment of Chinese personnel
in transit.” ]

Taiwan Denounced for Propaganda Trick

istry of Posts and Telecom-
munications warned Sep-
tember 17 in Beijing that any
mail and material from Taiwan
that contains anti-Communist
propaganda will not be delivered.
The Taiwan authorities, he
said, will be responsible for any

I léading official of the Min-
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breach in the normal exchange of
mail between the two sides of the
Taiwan Straits if they continue
their “unwise practice.”

The posts and telecommunica-
tions department on the Chinese
mainland unilaterally opened
partial mail services with Taiwan
in 1979 to facilitate the exchange

-

between the two sides of the Tai-
wan Straits.

But, the official said, the Tai-
wan authorities stuck to their pol-
icy of “no contact, no compromise
and no negotiations” and banned
mail exchange. Due to public
pressure, they allowed only the
Red Cross Society to help ex-
change mail. ’

However, the Taiwan authori-
ties suddenly opened indirect te-
lephone services and exchange of
mail with mainland China this
June without making any contact
with the mainland beforehand.
Since June 15, mail has been con-
tinuously arriving directly from
Taiwan, the official said.

With the interests of the peo-
ple on both sides of the straits in
mind, the letters directly posted
from Taiwan have been deliv-
ered, and cables and telephone
calls sent by indirect channels
have been handled, the official
said.

But the Taiwan authorities
have taken advantage of the nor-
mal exchange of mail to con-
duct hostile propaganda against
the mainland.

Mailed articles from Taiwan
were often found to contain anti-
Communist publications for “psy-
chological warfare,” declaring
support for the anti-government
riots in Beijing in early June, he
said. Reactionary politigal slogans
were printed on stamps, envel-
opes and postcards or put inside
mailed articles.

They have also tried to get
mainland telex numbers to trans-
mit and spread rumours.

This has obstructed the good
atmosphere in exchange of mail
and cable, and strained the rela-
tions between the two sides of the
Taiwan Straits. This situation
has already aroused uneasiness
among family members and rela-
tives of Taiwan compatriots, and
they have denounced such activi-
ties, he said.

He urged that the Taiwan au-
thorities immediately stop using

7
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normal exchange of mail to con-
duct anti-Communist activities.
Otherwise, mainland posts and
telecommunications departments
will not deliver those mailed ar-
ticles containing anti-Communist
materials.

“We hope both sides make con-
tact as early as possible to discuss
matters relating to a direct ex-
change of mail between the two
sides of the straits.”

At present, there are many dif-
ficulties in business resulting
from Taiwan’s policy of “no con-
tact, no compromise and no nego-
tiations,” he said. O

Quality of Party
Members to Be
Improved

he Communist Party of China

(CPC) must make great ef-

forts to improve its members’
quality and strengthen organiza-
tional work at the grassroots lev-
el, in the wake of the recent tur-
moil in Beijing and other parts of
China.

Song Ping, member of the Pol-
itical Bureau’s Standing Commit-
tee and head of the Organization
Department of the CPC Central
Committee, made the remarks at
a national meeting September 20.
The three-day meeting was held
to present awards to the adv-
anced Party grassroots organiza-
tions and outstanding personnel
in charge of Party affairs at var-
ious levels.

Hundreds of representatives
from across the country attended
the meeting, at which 389 Party
organizations and 591 outstand-
ing individuals were commended.

Song said that the majority of
the Party’s grassroots organiza-
tions took the correct stand dur-
ing the recent turmoil and
counter-revolutionary rebellion,
but some people were misled or
even participated in the unrest
because their organizations failed

8

to function efficiently. And a
small number of Party members
had lost their confidence in com-
munism and the Party, and even
openly opposed the socialist sys-
tem and the Party’s leadership.

These members will be dealt
with according to Party rules and
regulations, he said.

Song noted that those who shed
doubt on or propose abolishing
the Four Cardinal Principles or
condone others’ actions negating
those principles are not entitled to
be Party members.

According to the Organization
Department of the Party Central
Committee, 260,000 unqgualified
Party members were expelled in
recent years to consolidate the
Party after the turmoil of the
“cultural revolution”(1966-76).

60,000 unqualified Party mem-
bers were expelled.

Song also pointed out at the
meeting that no one is allowed to
abuse the power entrusted to him
by the Party and people to seek
private gain. Party members
should instead resist the corro-
sive influence of bourgeois ideol-
ogy and serve the people heart
and soul.

Song believes that it is an ur-
gent and long-term task for the
Party to strengthen the construc-
tion of its grassroots organiza-
tions.

He called on the local Party
organizations to step up ideologi-
cal education. All Party members
should be firm in their political
stand and steadfast in their prin-
ciples.

Jiang Zemin, general secretary
of the CPC Central Committee,
told the mecting on September 22
that China will resolutely carry
out reforms of both economic and
political structures, but that these
reforms should help enhance and
improve the Party’s leadership,
and consolidate and perfect the
socialist system.

Jiang said that the purpose of
separating the Party from govern-

ment functions is to “establish’ a
powerful government operation
system,” and also to enhance and
improve the Party’s leadership.

He noted that it would be a
mistake to hold that “separa-
tion of Party from government”
means ‘“severing the connection
between the Party and the gov-
ernment” or only strengthening
the government function and
weakening the Party’s leadership.

According to a source from the
department, the membership of
CPC has grown to 48 million
from 4.5 million in 1949 when
New China was founded. Party
members of worker origin now
account for 17 percent of total
Party membership.

The Party’s grassroots organi-
zations have increased to 3 mil-

Over the past two years, another | lion from 200,000.

The educational level of Par-
ty members has also been great-
ly raised. At the end of 1988, 14.8
million Party members, or 30.4
percent of the total, had received
education .above senior high
school level. The figure is 363
times that in 1949. The propor-
tion of illiterate Party members
dropped to 7.27 percent from 69

percent, the source said. O
Publications Will Be
Streamlined

of newspapers, magazines

and publishing houses must
go hand in hand with the promo-
tion of a flourishing publication
industry and a better press, said
Li Ruihuan, member of the
Standing Commitiee of the Polit-
ical Burcau of the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party of

Thc rectification and curtailing

i China (CPC).

During a conference on propa-
ganda and publications held re-
cently 1 Beijing, Li told a for-
um attended by senior officials of
provincial governments that the

: streamlining should be carried
. out resolutely and successfully as

BEIJING REVIEW, OCTOBER 2-8, 1989
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an important part of the struggle
against bourgeois liberalization.

He warned that the campaign
was by no means to make the
publication and press operations
listless and dull but to make them
operate in a healthier and flour-
ishing manner.

The forum was sponsored by
the Propaganda Department of
the Party Central Committee and
the Press and Publications Ad-
ministration of China. Also at-
tending the forum was Li Tiey-
ing, member of the Political
Burcau of the CPC Central Com-
mittee and state councillor.

Song Muwen, head of the Press
and Publications Administration
of China, said the campaign was
mainly aimed at solving two
problems.

First, those publications advo-
cating bourgeois liberalization or
obscenity, violence and feudal su-
perstition will be firmly rectified
and eliminated. The publishers of
these publications shall have their
business licences revoked.

Second, the excessive increase
in the number of newspapers,
magazines and publishing houses
and the lavish production of poor
quality publications should be
solved.

Li had some praise for the pub-
lication industry and the media,
saying they also had scored great
achievements over the past 10
years.

But at the same time, he said,
many publications had been
turned out as a result of the bour-
geois liberalization advocacy run-
ning rampant and less attention
was being paid to political and
ideological education among the
people. These publications, he
said, overtly negated the Four
Cardinal Principles (adherence to
the socialist road, the people’s de-
mocratic dictatorship, the leading
role of the Communist Party, and
Marxism-Leninism and Mao Ze-
dong Thought) and were full of
seductive and poisonous material
especially harmful to young peo-
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ple. It was high time to solve all
these problems, Li added.

He stressed that the payment
structure for writers must be re-
gulated so as to encourage good
quality publications. 0

News in Brief

Plush Office Building
Confiscated

A sumptuous, 116-million-
yuan offfice building constructed
for the Ministry of Light Indus-
try has been confiscated by the
State Council and the minister or-
dered to make a “thorough self-
criticism,” an official of the Min-
istry of Supervision said on Sep-
tember 22 in Beijing.

The six-storeyed, glass-
sheathed building, located on
western Changan Avenue, has
marble walls and floors, balcon-
ies, central air conditioning and
other luxurious appointments. It
contains six spacious office suites
for top ministry officials. Each
office occupies more than 70
square metres and has attached
sitting rooms and bathrooms.

Started in 1986 and finished
last year, the building cost three-
and-a-half times the amount
budgeted, thus violating the
state’s regulations on construc-
tion standards for executive off-
ice buildings as well as the pre-
sent austerity drive. 0

China Makes 13,000
Airplanes

China-made Yun-7 airplanes
now make up 20 percent of the
domestic passenger flights in
China. But five years ago all pas-
senger airplanes were imported.

By August of this year China
had manufactured more than 13,-
000 airplanes for different pur-
poses. They include 25 types and
55 models such as fighter, bom-
ber, attack, pilotless, transport
planes, helicopters and trainers.

a

Students Studying
Worldwide

Under a government-funded
programme China since 1978 has
sent some 60,000 students to stu-
dy in 76 countries and regions.

In addition, during the same
period more than 20,000 students
have gone abroad for advanced
studies on their own.

Some 30,000 of them have re-
turned in the past decade after
finishing their studies. a

Cultivated Area Expands

The total cultivated area in
China reached 146.2 million hec-
tares this year, 1.3 million hec-
tares or 0.9 percent more than last
year.

The area sown under grain
crops alone amounted to 112 mil-
lion hectares, an increase of 1.6

perccnt. 0
Response to Car
Bombing

The Chinese Embassy to

France has made a solemn repre-
sentation to the French authori-
ties regarding a bomb explosion

i that destroyed a car belonging to

the Chinese diplomatic mission’s

. commercial office in Paris.

The incident occurred on the
morning of September 20 in front
of the office. The explosion and
the subsequent fire destroyed the
car and damaged two others near-
by. ()

Wanbao Refrigerator
Passes US Tests

China’s Wanbao brand WB-50
refrigerator recently passed a saf-
ety inspection conducted by Un-
derwriters Laborataries Inc. (UL)
in the United States.

The refrigerator, produced by
the Guangzhou Wanbao Electri-
cal Appliance Corporation, is the
country’s first refrigerator to get
UL listing. This paves the way for
Chinese refrigerators to enter the
American market, said an official

| from the Ministry of Light Indus-

try on September 22. 0
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China’s Foreign Trade in Past 40 Years

Forty years ago the People’s Republic of China was founded. Now looking back on the
course of China’s foreign economic relations and trade, we marvel at the progress China
has made but at the same time are concerned with what the future holds for the country.
With questions about the past and the future, “Beijing Review” has conducted an interview
with Zheng Tuobin, minister of Foreign Economic Relations and Trade. The following is
the full text of the interview.--Ed.

Beijing Review: Minister Zheng,
New China’s foreign economic
relations and trade have had a
career of 40 years. Would you
please comment on the achieve-
ments China has made in this
field in the past 40 years?
Zheng: For 40 years, China has
made remarkable progress in all
fields of endeavour. Its foreign
economic relations and trade
have gone from being small part
of the country’s national econo-
my to a large and flourishing
sector. Especially since the Third
Plenary Session of the Party’s
11th Central Committee in 1978,
foreign economic relations and
trade, guided by the policy of
reform and opening to the out-
side world, have expanded rapid-
ly. There have been a number of
great achievements.

The first achievement is the
rapid increase in foreign trade
and remarkably strong export
sales. '

In 1950, China’s foreign trade
volume was only US$1.135 bil-
lion, but reached US$80.489 bil-
lion in 1988, an increase of 70
times in 39 years. ( Figures are
according to the ministry’s busi-
ness statistics. The following fi-
gures are from the same source.)

Export volume in 1950 was
US$552 million and reached
US$40.639 billion in 1988, an in-
crease of 72 times in 39 years.
Foreign exchange revenues and
international payments were
therefore much stronger. Import
volume also rose to US$39.85 bil-
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lion in 1988 from US$583 mil-
lion in 1950, an increase of more
than 67 times.

With increases in imports and
exports, the structure of foreign
trade was also significantly im-
proved. Finished industrial prod-
ucts, instead of farm and side-
line products and mineral prod-
ucts, became the major exports.
In 1953, primary products ac-
counted for 79.4 percent of ex-
port goods, and industrial prod-
ucts only 20.6 percent. In 1988,
the figures changed to 35.6 per-
cent and 64.4 percent respective-
ly. A majority of the imports
were advanced technology and
equipment and raw materials, as
well as goods that domestic prod-
uction and people’s livelihood
depended upon. This has played
a significant role in promoting
the development of the national
economy. The number of coun-
tries and regions having trade re-
lations with New China has risen
from dozens during the initial
period to more than 180 today.
In 1978, China’s exports ranked
32th in the world but rose to 16th
in 1988.

The second achievement is
that utilization of foreign invest-
ment has produced remarkable
results.

From 1979, China began to
employ funds from countries of
different social systems. Foreign
loans China has made use of in
the past 10 years have reached
US$33.04 billion. Using the
loans in the fields ‘of energy,

transportation and communica-
tion, raw materials and other in-
frastructure has played an active
role in adjusting the industrial
structure and in co-ordinating
the development of the national
economy. Direct foreign invest-
ment and foreign projects in-
crease annually with constant
improvement of the foreign in-
vestment climate. By the end of
1988, a total of 15,948 enter-
prises with direct foreign invest-
ments were approved, of which
joint ventures accounted for
8,539; co-management enterpris-
es 6,815; foreign enterprises 594,
Real foreign investment reached
US$12.058 billion. Forty-nine
contracts for joint exploration of
offshore oil have been signed.
Among the projects with foreign
investments, many are produc-
tive, export-oriented enterprises
or enterprises with advanced
technology. More than 7,000 for-
eign investment enterprises have
gone into operation. A majority
of them are well-managed and
generally have reached a balance
of payment and enjoy a surplus.
The increase in foreign invest-
ment enterprises has resulted in
technical innovation in the ori-
ginal enterprises and has played
a role in stabilizing and increas-
ing production of crude oil.

The third achievement is the
expansion of import of technolo-
gy, with China exporting its own
technology.

Introduction of foreign tech-
nology started in the 1950s. For
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more than 30 years, much indus-
trial technology and equipment
have been imported. And since
1979, technology, has been in-
troduced in a larger-scale and in
a more flexible way. Pluralism
of technological sources has been
realized. In the past decade, con-
tracts for new technology ap-
proved by the state totalled
3,530, involving US$20.55 bil-
lion. Imported technology has
significantly promoted China’s
technological progress.

In recent years, China began
exporting technology through its
trade channels. By the end of
1988, transactions of technol-
ogy exports reached 306, about
US$500 million.

The fourth achievement is the
rapid rise in contracted projects
and service co-operation with
foreign countries, and the ‘initial
success in overseas investment.

China began contracting for-
eign projects and service co-
operation in 1979. In the past 10
years, China’s companies, adher-
ing to the management principle
of “complying with agreement,
guaranteeing quality, making
stmall profits and paying atten-
tion to good faith,” participated
favorably in international com-
petition. By 1988, China had
signed 7,164 contracts for for-
eign projects and service co-
operation with 117 countries and
regions. The contracts were val-
ued at US$10.3 billion, the vol-
ume of business amounted to
US$5.89 billion, and more than
300,000 service personnel, engi-
neers and technicians were sent
abroad. Many companies possess
great talent in design, building,
consultation and scientific re-
search, and they have become a
new force in the international
contract and service market.

Meanwhile, Chinese compan-
ies also set up 526 non-trade en-
terprises in other countries. The
total investment is US$1.898 bil-
lion, and our companies account
for 37.6 percent of it. Most of
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these enterprises have started
business and won good economic
benefits.

The fifth achievement is the
further development of econo-
mic and technological assistance
to foreign countries.

New China began to provide
economic and technological ass-
istance to other countries soon
after its founding. By 1988, a
total of 95 countries had received
our assistance. China had helped
88 countries build 1,233 projects,
sent out nearly 450,000 engineers
and technicians and trained
more  than 50,000 foreign trai-
nees. Since reform and opening
to the outside world, the dis-
tribution, scale, structure and
methods of China’s foreign ass-
istance have been rationally ad-
justed. and reformed. From 1979
to 1988, China provided assist-
ance to 24 more countries and
helped 67 countries build up
more than 330 projects, making
contributions to the development
of national economies of reci-
pient countries.

The sixth achievement is the
active participation in multila-
teral international economic and
technological co-operation.

While contributing money to
the United Nations development
agencies, China has been receiv-
ing assistance from the world
body since 1979. China also re-
ceives free technological ass-
istance provided by developed
countries. By 1988, China had
received nearly US$400 million
in aid, which was used in more
than 600 projects of technologi-
cal co-operation. This multilater-
al or bilateral assistance capital,
used in energy, communications,
machinery, electronics, chemical
industry, light industry, food,
population, health care, family
planning, - immunization pro-
grammes for children and other
fields, has played a positive role
in promoting China’s economic
and social development and
scientific’ and technological pro-

gress.
Beijing Review:: What changes
have taken place with China’s
foreign economic and trade poli-
cies, both general and specific,
since carrying out reform and
opening to the outside world?
Zheng: The guiding ideology of
our foreign economy and trade
has seen major changes since re-
form and opening to the outside
world. We have established the
strategic position of foreign
economy and trade in the drive
for our country’s modernization.
The development of the nation-
al economy needs to fully use
domestic and external resources
and open up both domestic and
external markets. The ideology
heightens the population’s un-
derstanding, arouses the enthu-
siasm of various organizations
and opens up a broad path for
the development of foreign econ-
omy and trade.

According to this guiding
ideology, we made major adjust-
ments on some general and spe-
cific policies of our foreign eco-
nomic and trade cause. First,
China has widely developed
trade relations with all kinds of
countries. At the same time as
continuing to develop trade rela-
tions with other socialist coun-
tries and developing countries,
China has engaged in trade con-
tacts with developed countries.
Therefore, suitable markets have
been found for our different
kinds of goods, thus extending
commercial trade and increasing
opportunities for earning for-
eign currency. This practice has
raised our trade level through
the two-way exchange—export-
ing to developed countries while
importing from them.

Second, the concept of markets
has been established. Before re-
form and opening to the outside
world, China exported what were
available for export. But the
number of transactions and the
price were not ideal. In opening
to the outside world, China’s for-
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eign trade companies and enter-

prises have their eyes on the in-

ternational market to produce
according to demand and use
trade methods commonly used
throughout the world, thus ef-
fectively promoting our imports
and exports.

Third, we have changed the
concept that we cannot be in
debt. We boldly utilize loans
from foreign governments and
international financial organiza-
tions, and the direct investment
of foreign businessmen. In the
past 10 years, this capital made
up for our shortage of building
capital, speeded up energy, traff-
ic and communication construc-
tion and the technological re-
novation of existing enterprises.
Foreign capital also enabled us
to increase our export capabili-
ty and absorb advanced foreign
technology and management ex-
perience, therefore greatly prom-
oting the development of our na-
tional economy.

Fourth, we no longer must im-
port technology for all aspects of
a plant as we did in the past.
Importing manufacturing and
production technology now in-
volves licenced trades, co-
operative production, advisory
consultation and technological

services to name a few. Imported

projects no longer consist of ma-
jor building of new large-scale
backbone enterprises but instead
are technological renovations of
old enterprises.

Fifth, international economic
and technological co-operation in
various forms has been conduct-
ed according to the principle of
“equality and mutual benefit,
striving for practical results, var-
ied forms and joint develop-
ment.” Not only China benefits
from such co-operation, so have
those countries that receive our
assistance.

Beijing Review: What impact did
the turmoil and rebellion which
took place in Beijing and other
parts of China between mid-
April and the first part of June
have upon the foreign economic
relations and trade of our coun-
try?

Zheng: Between mid-April and
the first part of June turmoil
took place in Beijing and other
places ‘and eventually developed
into rebeilion. The Central Com-
mittee of the Chinese Commun-
ist Party dadopted resolute and
decisive measures to stop and
queil the rebellion. A majority of
countries understood it and some
countries expressed their sup-
port. However, some Western
developed countries disregarded

The production line for joint angle steel window introduced by the Beijing Door
and Window Company from Italy has been installed and is in operation. The
quality of the windows is equal to that of those produced abroad. SONG LIANFENG

the truth, taking economic sanc-
tions against *our country and
rudely interfering in our coun-
try’s internal affairs. This led to
temporary international misun-
derstanding and affected China’s
foreign economic relations and
trade in all fields to varying
degrees. Affected greatly were
loans from foreign governments
and attracting technology and in-
vestment from foreign firms.
There has been little or no effect
on the import and export trade,
aid to other countries and over-
seas contracted projects. During
the turmoil and subsequent re-
bellion, roadblocks prevented
goods from being loaded and
transported. Because workers
could not follow their normal
routine and go to work, export
production was also affected.
Our business partners who did
not understand the immediate
situation had some misgivings:
Some personnel in foreign trade
agencies in China were with-
drawn. All this had an impact on
export transactions. Some coun-
tries cancelled, froze or delayed
their loans and aid to the
Chinese government. Dozens of
projects totalling billions of US
doliar were put on hold. A few
countries restricted the export of
technology to our country. In-
troduction of foreign technology
was affected to a certain degree
because a large part of the funds
for importing technology came
from foreign government loans.
As a result of some governments’
intervention and foreign busi-
nessmen’s worries, direct invest-
ment by foreign companies was
affected too. That the turmoil
and rebellion caused difficulties
to our foreign economic relations
and trade cannot be underesti-
mated by us. However, our prin-
ciple is self-reliance. To win for-
eign aid is supplementary and
our economic building is mainly
dependent on our own strength.
At present our country has
gained certain economic strength
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and a comparatively good tech-
nological foundation. It has es-
tablished trade relations with
more than 180 countries and re-
gions of the world. Therefore,
sanctions adopted by a few coun-
tries cannot prevent China from
modernizing. With technology
having reached its present level,
no country can monopolize all
advanced technology. Because of
a surplus of capital on the inter-
national market and stiff compe-
tition no country or company is
willing to give up its original
markets. The economic sanctions
cannot slow down China. On the
contrary, the sanctions will harm
the interests of foreign countries
and arouse dissatisfaction among
their businesspeople. China’s
strategic position in the world
cannot be neglected by Western
countries. Therefore, I consider
the effects of the turmoil and
rebellion a limited,temporary
setback and our foreign econo-
mic relations and trade will sure-
ly develop forward.

Beijing Review: What about the
prospect of our foreign economic
relations and trade? What mea-
sures will the Ministry of For-
eign Economic Relations and
Trade take to promote our eco-
nomic relations and trade?
Zheng: 1 consider the develop-
ment of our foreign economic re-
lations and trade will inevitably
face difficulties, but future pros-
perity is more than likely. First,
continuing to pursue the policy
of reform and opening to the out-
side world has provided a basic
condition for the development of
our foreign economic relations
and trade. The Fourth Plenary
Session of the 13th Central Com-
mittee of the Chinese Commun-
ist Party stressed the four cardi-
nal principles as the foundation
of our country. It also emphati-
cally pointed out that the policy
of reform and opening to the out-
side world as the road to lead the
country to strength and pros-
perity must be implemented as
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The rabbit wool products made by Jiangxi Province’s Shangrao Woollen Mill which

used foreign funds to introduce advanced technology are doing well on the

markets of Southeast Asia, Europe and the United States.

usual in a steadfast manner. The
country must not return to the
old, closed-door path. The Stand-
ing Committee of the Political
Bureau of the CPC Central Com-
mittee elected by this session is
a group which embodies the re-
form and opening to the outside
world.Its presence guarantees the
continuous implementation of
the policy of reform and opening
to the outside world of our coun-
try. The reform and opening con-
tinue to develop and this prov-
ides a vast field for the devel-
opment of our foreign economic
relations and trade.

Second, the quelling of the
counter-revolutionary rebellion
in Beijing has further streng-
thened China’s stability and uni-
ty and provided a good inter-
nal environment for the devel-
opment of our foreign economic
relations and trade. This is a bas-
ic guarantee to the development
of our foreign economic relations
and trade.

Third, the continuous develop-
ment of industrial and agricul-
tural production has provided a
material foundation for the de-
velopment of our foreign econo-
mic relations and trade.

Fourth, more than 180 coun-

LIL JIWU

tries and regions have economic
and trade ties with our country
and this gives us a vast room for
manocuvre in developing foreign
economic relations and trade in
the world. Therefore, I have con-
fidence that our foreign econo-
mic relations and trade will
further develop in the future.
For the future we will ener-
getically expand exports and in-
crease foreign exchange carnings
to lay down a solid foundation
for the complete development of
our foreign economic and trade
businesses. In accordance with
the needs of the international
market and the superiority of
our country we will develop the
production of export commodi-
ties, speed up the readjustment
of the structure of our exports,
expand industries processing im-
ported materials or materials
supplied by the customers and
the export of finished goods, and
actively open up international
markets. At present it is essential
to look at two issues. One is the
quality and speed of carrying out
contracts. We must implement
the principles of respecting con-
tracts and keeping our word.
This is necessary 10 keep the de-
velopment of forcign trade and

13



INTERNATIONAL]™

export stable. Another is to take
the opportunity to improve the
economic climate for foreign
trade and solve the problem of
chaotic management. The main
issue is to sort out foreign trade
companies. Those companies
that are unqualified to take part
in foreign trade should be abol-
ished or merged into others
and their contracts with foreign
countries should be fulfilled by
qualified companies. The num-
ber of companies will be greatly
reduced. At the same time mea-
sures will be adopted to streng-
then the control of quotas and
licences, and this is regulated by
special appointees’ offices. With
reform of the entire economic
structure, the reform of the for-
eign trade system will be more
thorough, and a healthy appara-
tus of foreign trade management
and control will be established.
With increased exports, im-
ports must be better organized.

Imported goods must meet the
people’s needs and the require-
ments of agriculture and indus-
try. It is necessary to order
goods, sign permits, send ships
and unload goods without delay.

It is encouraged to use foreign
funds more boldly and more ef-
fectively. While retaining overall
control on the scale of loans, we
stdive to raise and use more loans
from some foreign governments
and international monetary in-
stitutions. The main fields using
foreign funds are energy, com-
munications, telecommunica-
tions, raw materials and agri-
culture, the foundation of our
national economy. Meanwhile,
there are plans to begin pro-
jects to increase exports, introd-
uce advanced technology and re-
place imports. To encourage for-
eign traders to invest in basic
industries of our national econo-
my, some effective measures will
be adopted and new methods of

investment will be explored. We
strive to help jointly-funded,
jointly-operated and foreign
funded enterprises to solve relat-
ed issues, letting the facts show
that to invest in our country can
result in assured profits. We con-
tinue to strive to improve the
investment climate and further
perfect trading regulations with
emphasis on legislation to protect
the intellectual property rights.
Furthermore, it is recessary to
adopt practical measures to im-
prove all kinds of services so that
joint ventures can operate and
manage according to worldwide
standards.

Introducing new technology,
contracting projects in foreign
countries, developing labour ex-
changes, aiding other countries
economically and technological-
ly, accepting foreign aid and in-
vesting abroad will continue to
be pursued and will be conduct-
ed according to our set policies.

O
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Top Party Leaders Answer Questions
At Press Conference

On the morning of September 26, Jiang Zemin, general secretary of the CPC Central
Committee, and Li Peng, Qiao Shi, Yao Yilin, Song Ping and Li Ruihuan, members of the

Standing Committee of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee, answered
questions on China’s internal and external affairs at a press conference attended by more

than 300 Chinese and foreign reporters, held in the Great Hall of the People in Beijing.
Following we print the summaries of their answers. Subheads are ours.—Ed.

Counter-Revolutionary
Rebellion

The counter-revolutionary rebel-
lion which took place in Beijing early
June was determined by the interna-
tional and domestic climate and was
unavoidable, said Jiang Zemin.

In response to an Italian corres-
pondent who asked “whether the
Tiananmen tragedy could have been
avoided and how,” Jiang said, “First
I'd like to correct you in using the
word ‘tragedy.” We hold that it was
a counter-revolutionary rebellion
aimed at opposing the leadership of
the Communist Party of China and
overthrowing the socialist systém.”

Jiang quoted Chinese senior leader
Deng Xiaoping as saying that the
turmoil which later developed into a
counter-revolutionary rebellion was
determined by the international and
domestic climate and was unavoid-
able. There have always been some
international forces which attempt to
bring about a ‘peaceful evolution’ in
socialist China, Jiang said, adding
that a handful of people in China
who stick 1o their position of bour-
geois liberalization , have been en-
gaged in various conspiracies in an
attempt to overthrow- the existing
Chinese government.

Particularly, Jiang stressed, form-
er general secretary of the Party
Central Committee Zhao Ziyang
committed the mistakes of support-
ing the turmoil and splitting the Par-
ty from within the Party. This com-
plicated the problem and deprived
the Party of an opportunity to the
disturbances at an early stage.

“Despite all this,” Jiang said,
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“facts have proved that the Chinese
Communist Party is a great Party
and we have the ability to check the
turmoil and put down the counter-
revolutioary rebellion, eventually
winning a decisive victory.”

No Change in Reform Pdlicy

Answering a question at a press
conference, Jiang Zemin said
that the turmoil and counter-
revolutionary rebellion will bring no
change to the guidelines and policies
formulated since the Third Plenary
Session of the 11th CPC Central
Committee, including political and
economic restructuring and the over-
all strategic goals.

China’s Legal System

Jiang Zemin said that the Chinese
Communist Party is improving Chi-
na’s legal system through various
channels.

He added, democracy must be pro-
tected by law.

Responding to a reporter from
CCTV, Jiang said democracy has al-
ways been a goal of the Communist
Party since its founding and he him-
self was personally engaged in stu-
dent movements calling for demo-
cracy when he was a college student
in Shanghai before the founding of
the People’s Republic.

Since the founding of New China,
the Third Plenary Session of the
11th CPC Central Committee in par-
ticular, the Chinese Communist Par-
ty and the government have been
working to strengthen China’s demo-
cracy and legal system.

Now the people’s congresses, the
trade unions and Party organizations
at all levels are working hard to esta-
blish close relations with the masses
so that their opinions will reach the
Party Central Committee.

After hearing their voices, he said,
“we set out to resolve those problems
we can resolve. As for those that
cannot be resolved for the time
being, we explain to the general publ-
ic why that is so. Anyway, we are
improving the channels,” he added.

‘Young People: The Hope of

China

Jiang Zemin called the young peo-
ple China’s hope, saying “we’ll unite
and educate them.”

“The principle for us in tackle the
turmoil and counter-revolutionary
rebellion, we follow the principle of
making a clear distinction between
the two kinds of contradictions and
correctly handle them,” Jiang said in
response to a question by a New York
Times correspondent.

He said that the overwhelming ma-
jority of the students and other peo-
ple got involved in the turmoil be-
cause of their dissatisfaction with
corruption and other social prob-
lems.

“We understand their dissatisfac-
tion. The young people are our hope
and we will unite and educate them,”
he said.

But he pointed out that there are
some people with evil purposes who
conspired to overthrow the leader-
ship of the Chinese Communist Par-
ty and the legitimate government.
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They will be punished according t=
law, he said.

June 4th Disturbances

Premier Li Peng said that the June
4th political disturbances are una-
voidable, but it does not necessarily
mean that such events must grow to
take such an acute form as the recent
one,

Answering a question raised by
NHK reporter whether the gov-
ernment should make a self-
examination of the event, Li Peng
said that in handling the disturb-
ances, the former Party chief Zhao
Ziyang made the mistake of support-
ing the turmoil and splitting the
Party.

“That had further complicated the
situation and resulted in a radical
form of the contradiction,” he added.

He defined self-examination on
two levels. On the first level, it
means the handling of the entire pro-
cess of this event.

On the second level, he added, it
means that while there is an intes-
national background to this event,
there is also domestic micro-climate
within China. With regard to
this domestic micro-climate with-
in China, “we had not made enough
efforts to counter and combat the
bourgeois liberalization.”

The Party and the government, he
admitted, also made some mistakes
in the recent past, thus arousing
complaints from the general public,
and this is why many people were
involved in the turmoil.

Therefore, he said, after the quell-
ing of the counter-revolutionary re-
bellion, the new Party leadership
headed by general secretary Jiang
Zemin has done much work to re-
duce people’s complaints.

“Our work (in this field) has just
begun. We are determined to push it
to the end.”

Reform and Opening-up
—China’s Basic Policy

Yao Yilin described reform and
opening to the outside world as Chi-
na’s basic state policy.

All the policies concerning reform
and opening formulated by the CPC
Central Committee and regulations
and laws approved either by the
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State Council or the National Peo-
ple’s Congress before the fourth
Plenary Session of the 13th CPC
Central Committee will continue to
be implemented, Bureau of said Yao
Yilin in response to a question at the
press conference.

He said China’s current efforts to
improve the economic environment
and straighten out its economic order
are designed to create a better envi-
ronment and better conditions for
China’s reform and openness.

In the process of this economic
overhaul, Yao noted, measures con-
cerning reform and opening will con-
tinue to be improved and deepened.

Naturally, China will make neces-
sary adjustments to some specific
policies and methods so as to put the
reform and open policy on a steadier
and better basis and even to allow it
to proceed in a faster way.

To ensure continued economic de-
velopment in the coastal regions,
Yao said, China will make greater
efforts to improve the investment cli-
mate in these regions, continue to
welcome foreigners to come to
China to establish joint ventures,
co-operative enterprises and wholly
foreign-funded enterprises.

China will encourage these regions
to develop a kind of economy that
imports raw materials and exports
manufactured goods.

On the contract system practised
in enterprises, Yao Yilin said, first of

‘all, it is necessary to fully confirm

the positive role of this system so as
to ensure the continuity of China’s
policies. Secondly, it is necessary to
sum up experience and continue to
study measures to improve the con-
tract system.

With regard to private enterprises,
he said, China will continue to en-
courage their positive role in contri-
buting to the national economy and
people’s livelihood, and will bring
into full play their role as a necessary
and beneficial supplement to the so-
cialist economy. On the other hand,
China will restrict their negative role
by using appropriate industrial and
taxation policies to restrict their
blindness and strengthen administra-
tion and guidance.

He said township enterprises occu-
py a very important position in Chi-
na’s national economy. The state will
therefore continue to help township

enterprises develop on a sounder
basis.

Sino-Soviet Ties

Jiang Zemin said that he is confi-
dent regarding the prospects of Sino-
Soviet co-operation.

“Prospects for co-operation will be
brighter between our two Parties and
countries on the basis of the Five
Principles of Peaceful Coexistence
and four principles for developing
relations between our two Parties.”
Jiang Zemin said in response to a
Soviet correspondent.

Jiang described Soviet leader Mik-
hail Gorbachev’s China visit in May
as marking a new stage in Party and
state relations between the two coun-
tries, saying that bilateral trade, bus-
iness, scientific and cultural contacts
have increased since then.

He expressed the regret that Gor-
bachev’s wish to visit Tiananmen
Square in Beijing and lay a wreath at
the Monument to the Chinese Peo-
ple’s Heroes could not be met be-
cause the capital was then in a state
of “turmoil.”

However, Jiang Zemin, who was at
that time secretary of the Shanghai
municipal Party committee, said that
he met Gorbachev in Shanghai in
May-during his brief stay there and
accompanied him to visit the bronze
statue of the Russian poet Aleksandr
Pushkin in the city, where the Soviet
leader laid a wreath and made short
speech.

“Are you satisfied?” Jiang Zemin
asked Gorbachev in Russian when
they were bidding farewell at the
airport. Jiang repeated the Russian
word at the press conference and
then gave the same word in English,
adding a light touch of humour to
his first press conference.

Sino-Indian Relations

“l am very optimistic about the
prospects of the relations between
China and India,” Jiang Zemin said.

In response to an Indian corres-
pondent at the press conference,
Jiang noted that both China and In-
dia are in Asia and the combined
population of the two countries
amounts to nearly 2 billion.

In the past, Jiang said, the late
Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai and late
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Indian Prime Minister Nehru joint-
ly initiated the Five Principles of
Peaceful Coexistance. “This is a
great contribution by the oriental
people to the whole world,” he said.

Jiang noted that the Indian Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi visited China
last year and Chinese Vice-Premier
Wu Xuegian will soon pay a visit to
India.

“Such exchanges are conducive to
enhancing the mutual understand-
ing,” he said.

Meanwhile, there have been “in-
creased contacts between the two
countries in the economic, cultural
and other fields,” Jiang said.

New Regulations for Clean
Government

Premier Li Peng said that the State
Council will soon issue new regula-
tions controlling public fund used to
entertain guests in public activities.

Li disclosed this at the press con-
ference when responding to a report-
er from Xinhua on how to build a
clean government and what further
measures the government will take
in this regard.

Li said since the new leadership of
the Chinese Communist Party was
formed, children of the Political
Bureau members, Secretariat mem-
bers and the State Council officials
have been told to withdraw from
companies engaged in circulations;
senior officials’ luxurious imported
cars have been replaced and spe-
cial preferential treatment for cen-
tral leaders in food supply has been
removed.

Li Peng said the State Council has
worked out special regulations on of-
ficials’ visits abroad. But that doesn’t
mean opposing those visits for offi-
cial business and exchange because
that is in conformity with China’s
policy of reform and opening to the
outside world.

Recently the State Council has
also laid down regulations on reduc-
ing duty-free goods which Chinese
personnel are allowed to bring back
from abroad, the Premier said. Some
people may not like the new regula-
tions, Li said, but “I believe the ma-
jority of people of the country will
support them.”
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Mainland Taiwan
Reunification

Premier Li Peng told a press con-
ference that the Chinese Commun-
ist Party’s policy on reunification
of mainland and Taiwan has never
changed

This is in keeping with the wishes
of the Chinese people, including the
people in Taiwan, he said. ‘

Saying that there is no fixed timet-
able for the reunification, he stated
“If the two sides join efforts, the
reunification will move faster. Run-
ning counter to this goal will prolong
the reunification process.”

Responding to a Taiwan reporter,
Li Peng said there is indeed an eco-
nomic gap between mainland and
Taiwan. But, it must not be used as
an excuse to oppose the reunifica-
tion. .

Li said, “We hope to settle the reu-
nification problem through peaceful
means, although to the outsiders and
foreigners we have been saying that
whether to use peaceful means or
force is our internal affairs.”

Now a more realistic question is to
restore relations covering trade, mail
and shipping between the mainland
and Taiwan so as to give the people
on both sides of the Taiwan Straits
more opportunity to establish con-
tact and understand each other.

This will benefit the reunification,
he added.

China’s Anti-Porn Campaign

The campaign to eliminate porno-
graphic publications in China has
scored good results, said Li Ruihuan.

Answering a question raised by a
reporter from Beijing Review at the
press conference, Li said the cam-
paign has won the support from the
people all over the country.

He said along with China’s open-
ing to the outside world, and due to
weak management of the publication
market and the inconsistency in our
opposition to the liberalization ten-
dencies, pornographic publications
spread unchecked in China in the
past few years. They poisoned the
minds of the young people and teen-
agers and disturbed the social order.

Recently, a series of strict mea-
sures have been taken to eliminate

pornographic publications nation-
wide, he said. But it remains an ar-
duous task, he added.

Li pointed out that many of the
pornographic publications had their
origins outside of China and “Chi-
na’s anti-porn campaign has blocked
the channels for some people to
make money.”

Fifth Plenum of CPC Central
Committee

Jiang Zemin confirmed that the
Fifth Plenary Session of the 13th
Central Committee of the Chinese
Communist Party will be held soon.

The principal items for the session
will be to study the current economic
situation and decide on the tasks for
the next few years such as improving
the country’s economic environment
and straightening out the economic
order, Jiang said in response to a
China Daily reporter at the press
conference.

“We convened the Fourth Plenum
of the 13th CPC Central Committee
a few months ago. Without doubt, we
will hold the Fifth Plenary Session.
We have such a plan, but we have
not finally decided on the exact tim-
ing yet,” the general secretary said.

Deng’s retirement

Jiang Zemin said ihat Deng Xiaop-
ing’s retirement from the chairman-
ship of the Central Military Com-
mission will have to be decided by
the CPC Central Committee and the
National People’s Congress respec-
tively.

Responding to a question at the
press conference, Jiang said that
Deng is a long-tested, veteran prole-
tarian revolutionary and the chief
architect of China’s reform and open
policies.

Deng has on several occasions ex-
pressed his hope that the new CPC
leadership will shoulder full respon-
sibility.

Jiang said this matter is very im-
portant, and the question of when he
retires and who is to succeed him
should be decided by the Party and
the state.

He added that the chairmanship of
the military commission of the CPC
Central Committee should be decid-
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ed by the CPC Central Committee
while the chairmanship of the Cen-
tral Military Commission of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China should be
decided by the National People’s
Congress.

Strengthening Party
Building

A leader said that “a very small
number of members withdrew from
the Chinese Communist Party” dur-
ing the anti-government rioting,
Song Ping declared in response to
a question at the press conference.
“This number is very, very small in
the central organs,” he said, adding
that at the same time many people
have applied for Party membership.

But the withdrawal of the small
number of Party members called for
more attention to the strengthening
of Party building, he said.

As the first step, he said, the Party
will strengthen education among its
members.

He said that recently the CPC Cen-
tral Committee and other depart-
ments have held a series of meet-
ings to discuss specific measures for
strengthening Party building and ed-
ucation among the Party members.

First of all, he said, the Party will
strengthen education on the basic
principles of Marxism-Leninism.

He noted the Party will attach spe-
cial importance to Party building at
the grassroots level.

Meting Out Death Sentence
With Prudence

Qiao Shi said that China’s judi-
cial departments are very prudent
in meting out death sentences and
they never mete out at will legal pun-
ishment to young students and intel-
lectuals.

In response to a question at the
press conference, Qiao Shi said
China had dealt with some people
after the occurrence of the turmoil
and counter-revolutionary rebellion
in Beijing. Among those punished
were a number of serious criminals
found guilty of beating, smashing,
looting, burning and killing. Since
some committed serious crimes,
China sentenced them to death
through fact-finding and normal le-
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gal process, carried out by judicial
organs.

He said China has adopted a pru-
dent attitude towards those young
students  and intellectuals involved
in the disturbances and rebellion,
and followed a policy of education.
China does not mete out legal pun-
ishment to them at will.

Qiao pointed out what the report-
er’s assumption in his question about
the execution of people for taking
part in political protests does not
square with the fact. As a matter of
fact, he said, China’s judicial depart-
ments are still looking into the cases
of some people taking part in the
turmoil and counter-revolutionary
rebellion. He said he believed that at
an appropriate time China’s judicial
departments will make public the re-
sults of the investigations.

The Hong Kong Issue

Jiang Zemin reiterated that Chi-
na’s concept of “one country, two
systems” on Hong Kong remains un-
changed.

Commenting on the opinions and
actions of some Hong Kong resi-
dents concerning the situation on
the mainland in the recent past in
response to a Hong Kong reporter’s
question, Jiang said that this is un-
derstandable owing to the biased pro-
paganda and untruthful reporting of
the foreign press.

“This will in no account change
our approach to the settlement of the
Hong Kong issue, that is, to let two
systems coexist in one country,” he
said.

“I mentioned to some gentlement
from Hong Kong an old saying ‘let
river water and well water flow se-
parately.” I think this can appro-
priately express our policy of ‘one
country, two systems’ concerning
Hong Kong. Jiang added.

Unquestionably, Jiang said, some
foreign forces want to turn Hong
Kong into a base for subverting so-
cialist China and attacking the Com-
munist Party. “I believe that our
Hong Kong compatriots can make a
clear dinstinction on this point,” he
said.

Present Life of Zhao Ziyang

Zhao Ziyang, former general se-

cretary of the CPC Central Commit-
tee, is still “leading quite a comfort-
able life”, Jiang Zemin said.

In response to a reporter who
asked the whereabouts of Zhao and
his future, Jiang said that “Comrade
Zhao Ziyang remains a member of
the Communist Party as the Com-
munique of the Fourth Plenum of
the 13th Party Central Committee
points out.”

“Our conclusion about Comrade
Zhao’s mistakes is that he committed
the mistakes of supporting the tur-
moil and splitting the Party. We are
still making further investigations
into his case,” Jiang said.

The consistent policy of the Party
Central Committee is that when a
Party member commits mistakes, his
life should not be affected, Jiang
noted.

“Comrade Zhao Ziyang has a lon-
ger record of service, so I think he
enjoys better life treatment than I
do,” Jiang said.

“We adopt a down-to-earth atti-
tude to Zhao Ziyang. He did some-
thing beneficial, but also erred in
implementing specific policies,” he
said.

Assessment of Tiananmen
Square Incident

Jiang Zemin said that the Party
leaders are identical in their assess-
ment of the nature of Tiananmen
Square Incident.

“It was a rebellion,” he stressed at
the press conference, adding that “re-
bellion” is a “scientific” term for
what happened in the Chinese capi-
tal in June.

Responding to a reporter from Tai-
wan, the Party general secretary also
said that China will continue its pol-
icies of reform and opening to the
outside world.

There is no conflict between the
effort to continue these policies and
the upholding of the four cardinal
principles, he said.

Jiang said his anti-bourgeois liber-
alization stand is by no means for
protecting his own position in the
Party. Rather, he said, he believed
that the need to unhold the socialist
system and the Communist leader-
ship requires him to adhere to the
four cardinal principles. ]
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Only Socialism Can Develop China

by Li Chengrui*

hinese leader Deng Xiaop-
c ing recently pointed out

that only socialism can save
China and only socialism can de-
velop China. The achievements in
economic construction over the
past four decades since the found-
ing of New China have verified
this scientific conclusion.

Changes

Since the Opium -War in the
1840s, under the aggression and
plunder of capitalist and imperial-
ist powers and the oppression and
exploitation of domestic feudal-
ism, China gradually sunk into
the tragic position of a semi-
colonial and semi-feudal society.

To save the nation when its ex-
istence was in peril, many idealis-
tic people came forward with new
ideas, at times sacrificing their
lives as they fought heroically for
a better China, but all ended up in
failure. It was the Chinese
Communist Party, combining
Marxism-Leninism with China’s
reality, who found the correct
road of socialism through the new
democratic revolution. After 22
years of arduous struggle, it suc-
ceeded in leading the people of
all nationalities in China to over-
throw imperialism, feudalism and
bureaucratic-capitalism, weighing
like three mountains on the backs
of the Chinese people, and to
found the People’s Republic of
China.

Immediately after the founding
of the People’s Republic, efforts
were made to rebuild the national
economy which had been serious-
ly damaged by years of wars and
to advance the construction pro-

*The author, former director of the
State Statistical Bureau, is an economist
and vice-president.of the International
Statistics Society.
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gramme for China’s revitalization
along the new democratic-socialist
road.

The economic remains of old
China were very backward. Mod-
ern industry made up only around
10 percent of the national econ-
omy and was chiefly related to
light industrial products. The re-
cord annual output of principal
industrial products in old China
were as follows: cotton yarn, 450,-
000 tons; cotton cloth, 2.8 billion
metres; steel, 920,000 tons; raw
coal, 61.88 million tons; and crude
oil, 320,000 tons. Old China, sup-
posedly based on agriculture, only
registered a record annual output
of 150 million tons of grain and
850,000 tons of cotton, and had to
import large amounts of clothing
and foodstuffs. Such a backward
economy, when coupled with the
cruel exploitation of the Kuomin-
tang government and the destruc-
tive years of wars, was unable to
meet the needs of the country.
Using even old China’s record an-
nual output for comparison, the
1949 output of light industry
dropped 30 percent; heavy indus-
try, 70 percent; grain, 25 percent;
and cotton, 48 percent. Inflation
hit an astronomical figure, and
the victims of natural calamities
and unemployed people could be
found in every city and town. It
was on such a devastated founda-
tion that New China set out on an
arduous course of economic con-
struction.

The people’s government’s first
task was the abrogation of imper-
ialists” economic prerogatives and
recovering of the management
power of the customs, forcibly
held by imperialists for many
yvears, a step which enabled
Chinese people to control their
own customs. At the same time,
the government confiscated the

capital and holdings of the four
big families (Chiang Kai-shek,
T.V. Soong, H.H. Kung, and Chen
Guofu-Chen Lifu), placing them
at the use of the state-owned econ-
omy, and thus giving to the state
control of the country’s economic
lifeline. Agrarian reform was then
carried out in the vast rural areas
of the newly liberated areas, turn-
ing over to landless and land
squeezed peasants 47 million hec-
tares of land along with other
means of production, exempting
them from payment of 35 million
tons of grain in land tax each year
to the landlords, and turning the
masses of peasants into masters of
the land. All this extricated Chi-
na’s productive forces from the
fetters of imperialist, comprador-
bureaucratic and feudal relations
of production. A new epoch thus
began for China, a time for in-
dependent development of its na-
tional economy.

In the mid-1950s, Chinese-type
policies and measures were adopt-
ed to graudally complete the so-
cialist transformation of the pri-
vate ownership of the means of
production in the fields of agricul-
ture, handicraft, and capitalist in-
dustry and commerce. At the
Third Plenary Session of the 1lth
Party Central Committee held in
late 1978, the country began to
correct the “leftist” thinking since
the late 1950s, particularly that ex-
emplified by the “great leap for-
ward” and the “cultural revolu-
tion,” to break the traditional
overcentralized economic system
and to deepen reforms and open-
ing up. These steps have invi-
gorated the socialist system and
provided the basis for the Party
to outline the three-step develop-
ment strategy for China’s modern
economic construction for the
period (l. provision of sufficient
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food and clothing for all the peo- Output of Major Industrial and Agricultural Products and Their Places in the World
ple, 2. attaining a “sustainable”
cconomic level, and 3. reaching : 1949 1988

the level of moderately developed
countries), to put forward the

Name

. t . )}
theses that the socialist economy Outpu place Outpat place
is a planned commodity economy

and that China is currently in the Grain 113.2 million tons 2 390.48 million tons 1

primary stage of socialism, and to
formula'te a,nd put into prgctlcc Cotton 445,000 tons 4 4.15 million tons 1
the basic line for the primary
stage of socialism which mandates
that economic development is the
nation’s central task while adher-
. . e =
ing to the four cardinal principles CIEl  Cement 660,000 tons . 210 million tons 1
(that is, adherence to the socialist

Coal 32 million tons 9 980 million tons 1

road, to the people’s democratic Q . .

dictatorship, to the leadership of ,,_‘4 Cloth 1.89 billion metres 3+ 18.7 billion metres 1
the Communist Party, and to -

‘Marxism-Leninism and Mao Ze- Ee (;:‘:n";:;:: 6,000 tons 33 17.67 million tons 3
dong Thought) and persevering in

reform and the open policy. The 14| seen 158,000 tns 26 59.18 miltion tons 4

past decade-long reform and

opening up are efforts to perfect Generated .
X 3 billi 545.2 billion kwh
and develop an independent so- - energy 4.3 billion kwh = e 4
cialist system. Despite some faults
and the complications of various @ Crude oil 120,000 tons 27 137.05 million tons 5

problems which have occurred,
the reform has indeed brought «The 1957 place in the world.
new life and recognized achieve-
ments to the economy.

The present shape of China’s
economy is that of multiple own-
ership with public ownership as
the core. Of the country’s total
industrial output value in 1988,
that of the public owner: Ship made Gross National Product, National Income and Their Growth Rate
up 56.8 percent; collective own-
ership, 36.2 percent; individual
ownership, 4.3 percent; and others
(businesses run jointly by enter- R
prises of difféerent ownership sys-
tems and Sino-foreign joint ven-

s
tures), 2.7 percent. Of the total \
volume of retail sales, that of the

public ownership accounted for \

GNP (100 million yuan)  National income (160 million yuan) 1168.2

1095.1

39.4 percent; collective owner-
ship, 34.4 percent; individual
ownership, 17.8 percent; and that
of goods sold by farmers to
the non-agricultural population,
8 percent. The contract responsi-
bility system linked to production

National income

operating under the rule of collec- Growth rate (%)
tive ownership has been almost
universally implemented in the
rural areas. L
1952 1957 1965 1978 1988

Over the past four decades,
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China has overthrown the semi-
colonial and semi-feudal relations
of production, completed the so-
cialist transformation of the pri-
vate ownership of the means of
production and continuously per-
fected and refined the socialist
relations of production. Although
this process has been replete with
hardships, unforeseen twists and
turns and setbacks during times of
experimentation, the results show
that it has provided fundamental
prerequisites for the development
of China’s socialist productive
forces. :

Achievements

The basic task of socialism is to
develop social productive forces.
Over the past 40 years, China has
fulfilled six five-year plans for
economic and social development,
and the Seventh Five-Year Plan is
scheduled to be completed next
year. Between 1950 and 1988, the
mvestment in the capital con-
struction of publicly owned units
totalled 1,488 billion yuan; 4,393
large and medium-sized projects
were completed and put into oper-
ation; and newly added fixed as-
sets reached 1,561.9 billion yuan,
65 times the fixed assets of state-
owned enterprises in the early
days of liberation. All this has
laid both the material and techni-
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The ironworks of the Anshan Iron and Steel Co.

The main supply dock for the Western South China Sea Oil Co.

cal foundation for developing the
nation’s productive forces, rede-
ploying the distribution of indus-
try and improving the people’s
material and cultural well-beings.
In 1988, China’s gross social out-
put value amounted to 2,984.7 bil-
lion yuan, 21 times that of 1952 in
constant price, and registered an
average annual increase of 8.8
percent; national income was 15
times that of 1952, registering an
average annual increase of 7.2
percent. The development of var-
ious economic sectors is as fol-
lows:

Industry. In 1988, the country’s
total industrial output value hit

NITAO ATING

HUANG JJANQIU

1,824 .4 billion yuan, 55 times that
of 1952 in constant price. Com-
pared with the record output of
old China, the output of cotton
yarn increased 10.5 times, reach-
ing 4.66 million tons; cloth, 6.7
times, 18.7 billion metres; steel, 64
times, 59.18 million tons; raw coal,
16 times, 980 million tons; crude
oil, 428 times, 137.05 million tons;
electric power, 91 times, 545.2 bil-
lion kwh; cement, 92 times, 210
million tons; and metal cutting
machines, 36 times, 190,000
pieces. Auto, tractor, aircraft,
modern metallurgical equipment
and mining equipment manufac-
turing, electronics, petrochemical,
nuclear and astronautical indus-
tries, all non-existent in old
China, have been established and
developed rapidly. Some high-
technology products have
equalled advanced world leve].
They include l.7-metre rolling
mill, 600,000-kw generating set,
complete sets of equipment with
an annual capacity of 1.5 million
tons of steel for iron and steel
complexes, sets of equipment with
an annual capacity of 300,000
tons of synthetic ammonia and
240,000 tons of urea, and 10
million-ton large open-cut mine
equipment. Industrial systems
have been improved and a num-
ber of new industrial centres have
been established in the vast inter-
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ior and national minority areas.
Agriculture. Large-scale farm-
land capital construction has been
carried out. Irrigated areas in-
creased from 30 million hectares
in 1952 to 44 million hectares in
1988 and demonstrable benefits
were achieved by controlling ma-
jor rivers with the completion of
170,000 km of newly built dykes
and more than 80,000 reservoirs.
These* efforts have brought the
problem of common floods under
control. In old China, agriculture
was conducted without almost
any farm machinery and chemical
fertilizer. In 1988, however, the
country’s total power used in farm
machinery reached 265.8 billion
watt, including 870,000 large and
medium-sized tractors, 5.96 mil-
lion small and walking tractors,
7.51 million pieces of drainage and
irrigation machinery, and. 350,000
combines. Areas worked by trac-
tor made up nearly 40 percent of
the country’s total cultivated land
and areas irrigated by power-
driven machines, 58.8 percent of
the nation’s irrigated area. In
1988, a total of 21.42 million tons
of chemical fertilizer was
applied (effective composi-

billion kwh of electricity
was used. The country’s to-
tal agricultural output value
in 1988 was 3.6 times that
of 1952 in constant price,
amounting to 586.5 billion
yuan. Compared with the re-
cord year in old China, the
output of grain increased 2.6
times, reaching 394.08 mil-
lion tons; cotton, five times,
4.15 million tons; sugar-
bearing crops, 10.3 times,
61.87 million tons; and
aquatic products, 7.1 times,
10.61 million tons. With only
7 percent of the world’s ar-
able land, China has basi-
cally solved the problem of
feeding 22 percent of the
world’s population, marking
a great achievement of the
People’s Repubtic.

The Building Industry.
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The No. 2 Motor Vehicle Plant has an annual capacity of_ 100,000 Dongfeng

trucks.

With the growth of large-
scale capital construction, Chi-
na’s building industry has flour-
ished. Between 1952 and 1988, the
total output value of the country’s
building industry rose 29 times,
reaching 296.7 billion yuan.
China, on its own, is also able now
to design and build many large,
technically complex projects, such
as iron and steel plants with an

China successfully launched a carrier rocket from a
nuclear-powered submarine on September 14-27,

tion of 100 percent) and 71.2 2288
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annual capacity of 3 million tons,
large coal mines with an annual
output of 4 million to 5 million
tons, and such difficult projects as
the Gezhouba Hydropower Sta-
tion which spans the Changjiang
(Yangtze) River and the Yangtze
Bridge in Nanjing. So well devel-
oped is Chinese expertise in this
field that important construction
contracts won by Chinese build-
ing enterprises abroad in re-
cent years have garnered ac-
claim from foreign clients.
Transport and Communi-
cations. The length of .the
nation’s railways increased
from 21,800 km in the early
days of the People’s Republ-
ic to more than 50,000 km,
with many double-tracked
and the common use of die-
sel and electrical locomo-
tives. Sichuan Province,
throughout history an inac-
cessible mountain range, has
now become the hub of a
transportation network with
the completion of the
Chengyu Railway between
Chengdu and Chongqing,
and railways leading to ci-
ties such as Baoji (Shaanxi
Province), Xiangfan (Hu-
bei), Kunming (Yunnan)
and Guiyang. . (Guizhou).
The length of in-use high-
ways totals 996,000 km and
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the civil air service has opened
350 domestic and international
airlines. Petroleum and gas pipe-
lines,” non-existent in old -China,
now total 14,300 km. The nation’s
postal routes and rural mail deliv-
ery routes increased from 706,000
km in the early days of liberation
to 5 million km. In 1988, the
combined transport volume of all
means of transport amounted to
2,382.5 billion tons/km, and the
volume of passengers transported
reached 620.7 billion people/km,
up 31 and 25 times respectively on
1952.

Domestic Commerce and For-
eign Trade. The total volume of
retail sales increased from 27.68
billion yuan in 1952 to 744 billion
yuan in 1988, registering an aver-
age annual increase of 7.3 percent
in constant price. The total vol-
ume of import and export trade
increased from US$1.13 billion in
1952 to US$102.8 billion in 1988.
The last decade also witnessed
rapid progress in Sino-foreign eco-
nomic co-operation. Between 1979
and 1988, a total of 16,377 agree-
ments worth US$78.5 billion were
concluded between China and for-
eign investors. Of this, US$47.7
billion have already been put to
use (including US$33 billion of
foreign loans and US$12.1 billion
of direct foreign investment).
Advanced technology and equip-

The Gezhouba water control project.
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ment imported have played an ac-
tive role in the development of
China’s national economy. In ad-
dition, China has contracted pro-
jects, or established labour service
co-operative arrangements, with
more than 100 countries and re-
gions throughout the world.

China’s education, science, cul-
ture, public health and physical
culture have kept pace with the
economy’s rise. By 1988, China
had established 1.071 million
schools, including 1,075 institutes
of higher learning. Compared
with 1949, the number of univers-
ity students has increased over 18
times, and secondary school stu-
dents, 4! times. In the last four
decades, the number of graduates
of regular and special college
courses reached 6.19 million. In
addition, the country has turned
out increasing numbers of people
with doctorate and master’s de-
grees.

In science and technology, the
number of natural science and
technical personnel working at
state units was 9.66 million in
1988, up 22.7 times from the 1952
figure of 425,000. Important
scientific and technical results
have emerged in great numbers
and many have reached or ap-
proached advanced world level.
They include the gigantic 100
million-bit computer, the launch-

ing and recovery of man-made sa-
tellites, the launching of experi-
mental telecommunications satel-
lites, the completion and success-
ful operation of the electron-
position collider, the completion
of the heavy ion accelerator, de-
veloping a theoretical basis for
prospecting the oil/gas belt in the
basin of the Bohai Bay, and the
completion of the second and
third stages of the Gezhouba wat-
er control project on Changjiang
River and the successful opera-
tion of  the project’s hydroelec-
tric generators. Moreover, today,
China is also among the world’s
first rank of countries in space
exploration.

In 1988, the country’s total hos-
pital beds numbered 2.8 million,
12 times as many as in 1952. The
incidence of infectious and paras-
itic diseases which posed a serious
public health menace before lib-
eration has dropped considerabiy.
The mortality rate of China’s po-
pulation dropped from 25-33 per
thousand before 1949 to 6.6 per
thousand in 1988, allowing China
to join those countries with the
lowest mortality rate. According
to the figures of the national cen-
sus in 1982, the average life expec-
tancy of China’s population was
67.88 years (66.43 years for men
and 69.43 years for women), near-
ly double the figure of 35 years
before liberation and among the
first rank of developing countries.
China’s family planning work has
also achieved marked results since
the 1970s with the country’s bir-
thrate dropping from 33.43 per
thousand in 1970 to 20.8 per thou-
sand in 1988 (it was 17.5 per thou-
sand in 1984), while in the same
period, the population’s natural
growth rate dropped from 25.83
per thousand to 14.2 per thousand
(10.8 per thousand in 1984).

The basic aim in developing the
social economy is to increase the
people’s material and cultural
wellbeing. In this regard, the
Chinese residents’ actual con-
sumption level increased from 76
yuan per person in 1952 to 639
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yuan per person in 1988. Allowing
for overall price rise, this was a
4.7 times increase, an average an-
nual increase of 3.7 percent. Of
this, it rose an average of 2.2 per-
cent a year in the first 26 years,
and 7.6 percent in the latter ten
years. Regarding the average per-
capita annual consumption of ma-
jor living consumer goods, com-
pared with 1952, grain in 1988, in-
creased from 197.7 kg to 249.1 kg;
edible oil, from 2.1 kg to 5.9 kg;
meat, from 6.8 kg to 16.5 kg; fresh
eggs, from | kg to 5.8 kg; sugar,
from 0.9 kg to 6.3 kg; cloth, from
5.7 metres to 12.2 metres; and
woollen fabrics, from 0.01 metre
to 0.29 metre. The people’s living
conditions have also improved
gradually. The average per-capita
living space of city and town resi-
dents increased from 4.2 square
metres in 1978 to 8.8 square
metres in 1988, while that of rural
residents more than doubled from
3.1 square metres to 16.6 square
metres.

With sufficient food and cio-
thing, the masses of people are
closer to an even more comfort-
able life. In 1988, every 100 farm-
er households had 107.5 bicycles,
52.5 sewing machines, 52.2 radios,
47.2 clocks, 168.9 wristwatches,
and 31.4 television sets (including
2.8 colour TV sets), and every 100
urban and town households had

Ningxia state farm staff harvest spring wheat crop.

177.5 bicycles, 70.7 sewing mach-
ines, 294.5 wristwatches, 73.4
washing machines, 28 refriger-

“ators, 103.1 television sets (includ-

ing 44 colour TV sets), and 64.2
radio cassette recorders.

The foregoing chiefly demon-
strates China’s economic develop-
ment of the past 40 years. These
achievements, attained through
socialist economic¢ construction,
are without parallel in China’s
several thousand years of history.

Comparative Methodology

China’s socialist economic de-
velopment is acknowledeged by
some people only by the results
of vertical comparisons, believing
that horizontal analyses are unre-
liable. Is this attitude justified?
The fact is that horizontal com-
parisons, most appropriate with
the developing countries having a
large population, can demonstrate
equally well the achievements of
China’s socialism. Economic com-
parisons between countries should
not depart from the respective
conditions of each country nor re-
quire us to attain within several
dozen years a level which may
have tuken a highly industrial
country 200 to 300 years.

First, comparions of the growth
rate of production. Since 40 years
are a long period during which
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currencies and the conversion rate
of various currencies differ great-
ly, it is hard to make fast compar-
isons using comprehensive figures
like the gross national product.
Consequently, we compared the
growth rate of per-capita output
of the four main products of
grain, steel, coal and electricity
(see Table I).

- Table 1 shows that in the
growth rate of the per-capita out-
put of some main products in
these countries, except some in-
dexes (the per-capita output of
grain in Brazil and the per-capita
output of coal in Mexico), China’s
other indexes place it among the
top of the listed countries. Mexi-
co and Brazil have attained their
growth rate only by taking on the
burden of US$I00 billion or more
in foreign debts. Of course, as far
as the absolute per-capita output
is concerned, China still has a
long way to go before catching up
with the United States and the
Soviet Union. This, however, is a
result not of the fault in the so-

~ cialist system, but of imperialism

and feudalism which hindered
the. development of the country’s
productive forces for a long time
in the past. Since the founding
of New China, however, China’s
rank of total output of some ma-
jor products has moved noticeably
higher among the countries of the
world. Its total grain output went
up from the third place in 1957
to the first place in 1987; cotton,
from the fourth in 1949 to the first
in 1986; steel, from the 26th in
1949 to the fourth in 1987; and in
the same period, coal, from the
ninth to the first; crude oil, from
the 27th to the fifth; chemical
fibre, from the 26th in 1960 to.the
fourth in 1987; and cloth, from
the third place in 1957 to the first
place in 1987. Although China has
a very large population and the
per-capita output is still fairly
low, the changes in the above-
mentioned places do show China’s
rapid economic development and
the strengthening of its economic
performance.
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Horizontal comparisons be-
tween changes in the living stan-
dards of the people can also be
made: Table II shows China’s pos-
ition among various countries ac-
cording to the economic level and
the standards of living indexes
commonly used in the world.

Table II shows that China’s
per-capita gross national product
ranks a low 105th in the world,
while its standards of living index-
es rank it a moderate 43th to 65th.
Compared with the medium-
income countries having an aver-
age GNP of US$1,290 per person,
except for the slightly lower per-
capita amount of heat taken in by
each person, China’s index for the
five other categories are higher
than the level of these countries.
This demonstrates that in accord-
ance with the essential require-
ment of the socialist system, an
emphasis on basic'needs and grad-
ual improvement in the living
standards, is being met.

Following are the comparisons
of the per-capita GNP between
China and some developing coun-
tries similar to China (see Table
III).

In Table III, the average life
expectancy of China is 69 years
while that of other countries ar-

Table 1

The newly built Tianjin Railway Station.

ound 50; China’s birthrate is
about 18 per thousand and that of
other countries is between 30 and
40 per thousand; China’s infant
mortality rate is 35 per thousand
and that of other countries is ge-
nerally 100 per thousand. Except
for the proportion of the number
of Chinese middle school students
in the population between 12 and
17 years of age, the other indexes
of standards of living place the
Chinese people first.

Many experts, scholars and or-
ganizations in the world have
made an objective assessment of

China’s achievement in economniic
construction and social develop-
ment. The investigation report
“China: Socialist Economic De-

velopment” published by the
World Bank in March 1982 said,
“In the past 30 years, efforts
made tor China’s economic devel-
opment have always moved to-
wards two basic goals: First, in-
dustrialization, especially the es-
tablishment of an infrastructure
for heavy industry; second, elimi-
nation of the most giaring aspects
of poverty. Although tortuous and
sometimes radical economic fluc-

Comparisons of Per-Capita Growth Rate of Grain, Steel, Coal and Electricity

Country Per-capitagrain ! Per-capitasteel | Per-capitacoal Per-capitagenerated
output(kg) ‘ output(kg) i output(kg) energy(kwh)
1950 1987  Increase ] 1952 1987  Increase ' 1952 1987 Increase | 1952 1987 Increasc
%) I %) | (%)
China 209 377 80 i 2 51 2,450 | 115 852 641 13 457 3,415
India 169 208 23 4 15* 275 : 103 239 132 17 254 1,394
Mexico 175 285 63 13 92%* . 608 | 43 1,589 3,595 206 1,225* 495
Brazil 265 484 83 l 16 157 881 | 42 53* 26 181 1,516 738
USSR 549 802 46 ! 185 572 209 | 1,614 2,685 66 639 5,881 820
USA 1,001 1,377 38 j 535 363 -32 ! 2,922 3,405 17 2,939 10,954 273
t

* 1986 figures.

Sources of Table I: Related data issued by the Statistical Department of the United Nations and the World Bank, quoted
from “International Economic and Social Statistical Data” (1952-82) and “International Economic and Social Statistical
Data” (1988), edited by the International Statistical and Foreign Affairs departments under the State Statistical Bureau and
published by the China Statistical Publishing House in 1983 and 1989.
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China Advances Towards Its 40th Anniversary

3 5 6
1 12 13
7 8 9
4
2 14
10 11
P.1 P.2 P.3 P.4

1. China’s annual production of iron and steel increased to more than 50 million tons in 1988 from 1 million tons in 1949.
Picture shows the heating process at a steel rolling mill of the Beijing Shoudu Iron and Steel Company.

2. Farmers of Panyu County in Guangdong Province are keenly interested in applying scientific methods to farming. These
paddy fields near Nansha Town have produced bountiful harvests of rice for several years running.

3. Professor Qian Xuesen (right) is a world-famous Chinese scientist, who has made great contribution to the development
of China’s guided missile and space technology and the theory of systems. In June this year, he won the Willard F. Rockwell
Jr. Medal giving him the honour of being “A World Notable of Fame for Engineering, Science and Technology” and
allowing him to be an “Honorary Member of International Technology Institute.”

4. China is one of the few countries in the world with the technology to retrieve satellites, launch missiles each carrying
several satellites and send satellites into stationary orbit. Here is the scene at a carrier rocket missile launching.

5. The successful colliding of electron and positrons in Beijing on October 16, 1988, represents the advanced achievements
of China’s science and technology. The great energy released is expected to help the Chinese scientists in research into particle
physics and synchronous radiation. The picture shows an electronic beam assembly line in the collider.

6. Professor Yuan Longping (left) cultivated the hybrid indica rice for a world first in 1973. This was a major contribution
to the large-scale increased production of paddy rice. His achievement won an invention prize from the state in 1981 and a
scientific prize from UNESCO in 1987.

7. A new and younger generation is working on the oil production platforms of the Chengbei Oilfield in Bohai, Tianjin
City.

8. A 35,000-ton cargo ship recently built by the Dalian Shipyard.

9. The quality of mesh silk and low-elasticity silk produced by the Heilongjiang Provincial Polyester Fibre Factory reaches
advanced international level.

10. China began to establish special economic zones in Shenzhen, Zhuhai, Shantou and Xiamen in 1980. This was followed
by the opening of 14 coastal citjes, three river deltas and 12 economic and technological development zones. The picture
shows new buildings in Shenzhen’s Luohu District.

11. A pasture at the Xilin Gol League, Inner Mongolian Autonomous Region.

12. Children in a Tianjin kindergarten.

13. Girls in festive dress of the Yi nationality of Chuxiong District, Yunnan Province.

14. Seen through a window decorated with papercuts, young people are dancing the yangko, a popular north China folk
dance, in a rural area in north Shaanxi Province.
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Table 11

Comparisons of Living Standards

i i
Per-capitaGNP i Averagelife | Infantmortality | Adultliteracy Number Per-capita
(US$)(1985) | expectancy of people energy
(years) (%0) rate (%) served consumed
perdoctor daily
(1985) (1985) (1985) (1977) (person)(1981) | (Kcal)(1985)
World average level 2,483 i 63 ¢ 58 66 4,040 2,656
Higbly industrialized
countries 11,810 76 9 99 530 3,417
Medium-income
countries | 1,290 62 68 57-58 5,080 2,731
Low-income countries | 270 60 i 72 50 5,770 2,339
of which: China 310 69 i 35 66 1,730 2,602
Number of countries
with data 128 128 | 123 98 116 124
China’s rank 105 43 ! 44 47 56 J, 65

tuations have occurred, tremen-
dous success has been chalked up
in attaining the two goals. Al-
though average consumption level
has grown slowly in the past 30
years, the tangible success lies pre-

cisely in the area of dailv necessi- )

ties so that people with low in-
come are much better off than the
same type group of peoplic in oth-
er poor countries. There is
work for all, their grain ra-
tion is guaranteed, mos!
children enjoy comparative-
ly good education and most
people enjoy basic medical
and health, and birth con-
trol services.”

At the South-South Con-
ference -- Strategies on
Development, Negotiations
and Co-operation held in
Beijing in April 1983, Prof.
A K. Sen gave a report en-
titled: “Economic Develop-
ment: Some Questions of
Strategic Views.” The au-
thor researched 14 low-
income countries, each with
a population of more than
10 million and per-capita na-
tional income of less than
US$410 in 1980. Of the 14
countries, China’s GNP wit-
nessed the fastest growth
(between 1960 and 1980, 3.7
percent); in 1980, the pro-
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portion of China’s domestic in-
vestment was the highest (3] per-
cent of the GNP), so was its in-
dustrial output value (47 percent
of the gross domestic product);
the average life expectancy (64
years) and the adult literacy rate
of China also led the other coun-
trics. The author also pointed out
that of these countries the nutri-

A 27,000-ton cargo ship built by the Shanghai
Jiangnan Shipyard for a Hong Kong busip‘ess.‘ o

tional level of the Chinese people
was comparatively high.

The “1988 World Development
Report” released recently by the
World Bank made the following
summary comparisons of econo-
mic development between China
and India: “Between 1973 and
1980, China’s gross domestic prod-
uct increased at an average rate of
5.4 percent a year. Between
1980 and 1987, it grew at an
average rate of 10.3 percent
a year and the figure soared
to 12.5 percent in 1985. Chi-
na’s population growth was
kept at a comparatively low
rate of 1.6 percent a year on
the average, and the coun-
try has maintained a heal-
thy growth rate of the per-
capita gross domestic prod-
uct for quite some time
among the developing coun-
tries. Although some regions
of poverty still exist, the ge-
neral level of the Chinese
people’s health, cultural lev-
¢l and the average life-
span are similar to many
medium-income countries.

“In the 1970s, India suf-
fered losses in foreign trade
because of oil price hikes
and, at the same time, its ]
agricultural output slumped
because of bad weather. Ear-
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Table IIT

Comparisons of Living Standards Between Some Developing Countries

Country [Per-capitaGNP | Averagelife Birthrate | Infantmortality Number Per-capita Percentage -
(US$)(1985) expectancy (%0)(1985) rate (%o) of people energy of middle
(years) servedper | consumeddaily school
doctor studentsin
(1985) (1985) (1985) (1981) (Kcal)(1985) population
: 12-17
(1984)
China 310 .69 18 35 1,730 2,602 37
India 270 56 33 89 3,700 2,189 34
Pakistan 380 51 44 115 2,910 2,159 15
Indonesia 530 55 32 96 12,300 2,533 39
Guinea 320 40 50 153 - 1,728 13
Ghana 380 53 46 94 7,250 1,747 36
Kenya 290 i 54 54 91 10,140 2,151 19
Sudan 300 ‘y 48 45 112 9.800 1,737 19

Sources of Table II and III: Collated according to the “1987 World Development Report” of the World Bank and related
data. Table II is quoted from China’s Sociel Target Theory and Practice edited by He Jianzhang and published by the China

Statistical Publishing House 1989.

ly in the 1980s, however, the gross
domestic product picked up and
between 1980 and 1987, the aver-
age growth rate was 5 percent. But
its rate of population growth was
still high and, as a result, the av-
crage growth rate of per-capita in-
come was only 2.8 percent a vear.
Half of India’s population stiil
live in poverty and in many re-
gions the infant mortality rate,
the number of people suffering
from mainourishment, and the
level of illiteracy were still fairly
high.”

Conclusion

Both vertical and horizontal
comparisons show that within the
past 40 years China has attained
two major achievements: first,
economic development, not only
of total GNP, but also of long-
term growth rate of the per-capita
GNP which is rapid when com-
pared with developing countries
having a large population. Se-
cond, the standard of living has
improved markedly. The general
standard of people’s health, the
average life-span and the number
of literate people have all reached
the level of medinm-income coun-
tries. With this in mind, one can
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easily assume these two achieve-
ments reflect the superiority of
the socialist system. It is just on
the basis of these achievements
that China is able to stand among
the galaxy of countries by main-

taining its independence and
keeping initiative in its own
hands. C

The past 40 years have also
proved it impossible for China to
have attained these great success-
es without the leadership of the
Chinese Commuhist Party, the so-
cialist system, the political power
at the service of the people and
the public ownership of the means
of production. Only socialism can
develop China. Today it is not an
abstract thcoretical debate, but
the reality proved by the 40 years
of historical facts.

At the same time, while proving
that only socialism can devel-
op China with the 40 years of
achievements in economic con-
struction, we are not meant to ne-
gate cither our mistakes or the
unfortunate twists and turds of
our past work. These include such
painful and serious actions as
the “great leap forward” and the
“great cultural revolution.” Nor
can we deny the fact that China’s
economic level is still backward,

the living standards of ifs people
comparatively low and there are
still unhealthy practices in our so-
cial life. We must acknowledge
our past mistakes and then take
into account both the positive and
negative experiences. Currently,
we should take particular note of
the serious interference and mis-
takes made by Comrade Zhao Zi-
yang in his passive attitude to-
wards the four cardinal princi-
ples, and his connivance and sup-
port of the ideology of bourgeois
liberalization. We should, in ac-
cordance with the resolutions of
the Fourth Plenary Session of the

13th Party Central Committee, re-

solutely adhere to the “one focus
and two basic points,”™ build up
the country through setf-reliance,
thrift and hard work' and remove
various kinds of necgative tactors
which obstruct the development
of the national economy and so-
cial progress. Only in this way can
we bring the superiority of the
socialist system into play and
achieve greater success in our eco-
nomic construction. |

* Refers to making economic develop-
ment the nation’s central task, upholds
the four cardinal principles and persist
in the policy of reform and opening up.
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Main Indicators of the National Economy

Item Unit 1952 1965 1978 1980 1985 1988

I. Population

Year-end population thousand 574820 725380 962590 987050 1050440 1096140
I1. Wage and labour force
1. Labour force (year-end) thousand 207290 286700 401520 423610 498730 543340
Of which '
Staff and workers thousand 16030 49650 94990 104440 123580 136080
2. Total wages million yuan 6800 28200 56900 77200 138300 231600
II1. Gross National Product million yuan 358800 44700 856800 1401500
IV. National income million yuan 58900 138700 301000° 368900 704000 1177000
V. Total social product million yuan 101500 269500 684600 853400 1660800 2984700
Of which: total output value

of agriculture and industry million yuan 81000 223500 563400 707700 1333500 2408900

V1. Agricultural production
1. Total agricultural output

value million yuan 46100 83300 139700 192300 361500  5865(0
2. Output of major farm

products
Grain thousand tons 163920 194530 304770 320560 379110 394080
Cotton thousand tons 1304 2098 2167 2707 4147 4149
Oil-bearing crops thousand tons 4193 3625 5218 7691 15784 13203
Sugar crops thousand tons 7595 15375 23818 29112 60468 61874
Tea thousand tons 82 101 268 304 432 545
Fruits thousand tons 2443 3239 6570 6793 11639 16661
Pork, beef and mutton thousand tons 3385 5510 8543 12054 17607 21936
Aquatic products thousand tons 1670 2980 4660 4500 7050 10610

VII. Industrial production

1. Total industrial output value million yuan 34900 140200 423704 515400 971600 1822400
2. Output of major industrial
products
Cloth million m 3830 0280 11030 13470 14670 18790
Sugar thousand tons 450 1460 2270 2570 4510 4640
Bicycles thousand 80 1838 ‘8540 13024 32277 41401
Coal million tons 66 232 618 620 872 980
Crude oil thousand tons 440 11310 104050 105950 124900 137050
Electricity million kwh 7300 67600 265500 300600 410700 545200
Steel thousand tons 1350 12230 31780 37120 46790 59430
Rolled steel thousand tons 1060 8810 22080 27160 36930 46890
Cement thousand tons 2860 16340 65240 79860 145950 210140
Metal-cutting machine tools thousand 13.7 39.6 183.2 133.6 167.2 191.7

3. Principal financial indices
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(continued)
Item Unit 1952 1965 1978 1980 1985 1988
of state-owned industrial
enterprises practising
independent accounting
Original value of fixed assets
(year-end) million yuan 14880 104000 319340 373010 595620 879520
Total funds million yuan 14680 103730 327300 366370 560410 860340
Net value of fixed
assets (year-end) million yuan 10080 77720 222570 252800 398080 604040
Circulating funds quota million yuan 4600 26010 104730 113570 162330 256300
Profits and taxes million yuan 3740 30920 79070 90710 133410 177490
VIIL Transport, post and
telecommunications
1. Freight traffic million tons-km 76200 346300 982900 1202600 1812600 ‘2382500
Railways million tons-km 60200 269800 534500 571700 812600 987800
Highways million tons-km 1400 9500 27400 76400 169300 322000
Waterways ~ million tons-km 14600 67000 377900 505300 770000 1007000
Air million tons-km 30 100 140 420 730
Petroleum and gas pipeline  million tons-km 43000 49100 60300 65000
. Passenger traffic million persons-km 24840 69710 174300 228100 443700 620700
Railways million persons-km 20100 47900 109300 138300 241600 326000
Highways million persons-km 2270 16820 52100 72900 172500 252800
Waterways million persons-km 2450 4740 - 10100 12900 17900 20400
Air million persons-km 20 250 2800 4000 11700 21400
. Cargoes handled at
principal seaports thousand tons 14400 71810 198340 217310 311540 412660
4. Total value of post and
telecommunications
business million yuan 164 628 1165 1334 2960 4895
Letters delivered million 809 2176 2835 3313 4678 5977
Newspapers and magazines
delivered thousand copies 13630 56210 112500 164310 301720 274430
IX Total investment in
fixed assets of state-
owned units million yuan 4360 21690 66870 74590 168050 276280
Investment in capital
construction million yuan 4360 17960 S0100 55890 107440 157430
X. Domestic trade
1. Total value of retail sales million yuan 27680 67030 155860 214000 430500 744000
2. Volume of retail sales of '
major commodities
Grain thousand tons 29610 36820 47500 54970 90120 96920
Edible vegetable oil thousand tons 765 740 875 1260 3491 4558
Pork thousand tons 1704 2777 4675 7045 9164 10667
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(continued)

Item Unit 1952 1965 1978 1980 1985 1988
Sugar thousand tons 471 1122 3156 3635 5725 6632
Cloth million m 3080 4440 7690 9840 12120 13250

XI. Total imports and exports US$ million 1940 4250 20640 37820 69600 102790
Exports USS$ million 820 2230 9750 18270 27350 47540
Imports USS$ million 1120 2020 10890 19550 42250 55250

XTI1. Public finance
Revenues million yuan 18370 47330 112110 108520 186640 258780
Expenditures million yuan 17600 46630 111100 121270 184480 266830

XIII. Price indexes (Base:

the preceding year=100)

General retail price indexes % 99.6 97.3 100.7 106.0 - 108.8 118.5
General indexes of purchasing

prices of farm and sideline

products % 101.7 99.2 103.9 107.1 108.6 123.0
General indexes of staff and

workers’ cost-of-
living prices % 102.7 98.8 100.7 107.5 111.9 120.7

XIV. Education and culture
Number of institutions

of higher learning 201 434 598 675 101v 1075
Students enrolled in

institutions of higher

learning thousand 191 674 856 1144 1703 2066
Students enrolled in secondary

specialized schools thousand 636 547 889 1243 1571 2052
Students enrolled in regular

secondary schools thousand 2490 9338 65483 55081 47060 47615
Students enrolled in

primary schools . thousand 51100 116210 146240 146270 133700 125360
Newspapers issued million copies 1610 4740 12780 14040 19980 20720
Magazines issued million copies 200 440 760 1120 2560 2560
Books published million copies 790 2170 3770 4590 6670 6220

XV. Public health

Hospital beds thousand 160 766 1856 1982 2229 2503
Professional medical
personnel thousand 690 1532 2464 2798 3411 3724
Of which:
Doctors thousand 425 763 1033 1153 1413 1617

Notes: Financial figures are based on the prices for that vear.
Figures of the total value of posts and telecommunications for

years after 1981, based on the constant prices of 1980.

v
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years before 1981 are based on constant 1970 prices and for
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Percentége Increase in Main Indicators of the National Economy

Increaseof 1988 overtheyears below Averageannualincrease

Item
1952 1965 1978 1980 1985 1953-  1953- 1979-

1988 1978 - 1988

; 1. Population
|
l

- Year-end population 190.7 151.1 li3.9 111.1 104.4 1.8 2.0 1.3
\
l ) 11. Wage and labour force
: 1. Labour force (year-end) 262.1 189.5 1353 128.3 108.9 2.7 2.6 3.1
’ of which:
! staff and workers 848.9 274.1 143.3 130.3 110.1 6.1 7.1 37
; 2. Total wages 3405.9 821.3 407.0 300.0 167.5 10.3 8.5 15.1
1I1. Gross National Product 250.2 215.7 133.2 9.6
1V National income 1095.1 554.8 241.5 212.1 131.8 6.9 60 92
V. Total social product 2105.3 815.4 289.9 246.5 145.6 8.8 7.9 11.2

Of which: Total output
value of agriculture and
industry 2261.8 843.0 290.5 249.0 147.9 9.0 82 113

V1. Agricultural Production
1. Total agricultural output

value 364.9 266.2 182.6 167.5 113.7 37 2.7 6.2
2. Output of major farm products
Grain 240.4 202.6 129.3 122.9 103.9 2.5 24 2.6
Cotton o 318.2 197.8 191.5 153.3 100.0 33 2.0 6.7
Oil-bearing crops 3149 364.2 253.0 171.7 83.6 3.2 0.8 9.7
Sugar bearing crops 814.7 402.4 259.8 212.5 102.3 6.0 4.5 10.0
| Tea 664.6 539.6 203.4 179.3 126.2 5.4 4.7 7.4
' Fruits 682.0 514.4 253.6 245.3 143.1 5.5 39 9.8
Pork, beef and mutton 648.0 398.1 256.2 182.0 1246 . 53 3.6 9.9
Aquatic products 635.3 356.0 227.7 235.8 1505 53 - 40 8.6
VI1I. Industrial Production
I. Total industrial output
value 5525.4 1220.8 333.1 280.2 158.7 11.8 11.4 128
2. Output of major industrial )
f products
Cloth 490.6 299.2 1704 139.5 128.1 4.5 4.2 5.5
Sugar 1031.1 317.8 204.4 180.5 102.9 6.7 6.4 7.4
Bicycles 51751.3 22525 484.8 317.9 128.3 19.0 19.7 17.1
Coal 1484.8 4224 158.6 158.1 112.4 7.8 9.0 4.7
Crude oil 31147.7 1211.8 131.7 1294 109.7 17.3 234 2.8
Electricity 7468.5 806.5 212.5 181.4 132.7 12.7 14.7 7.8
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(continued)
p Increaseof 1988 over theyears below Averageannualincrease
rem 1952 1965 1978 1980 1985 1953- 1953- 1979-
1988 1978 1988
Steel 4402.2 485.9 187.0 160.1 127.0 11.1 12.9 6.5
Rolled steel 4423.6 532.2 212.4 172.6 127.0 11.1 12.4 7.8
Cement 7347.6 1286.0 322.1 263.1 144.0 12.7 128 124
Metal-cutting .
machine tools 1399.3 484.1 104.6 143.5 114.7 7.6 10.5 0.5
VIII. Transport, post and
telecommunications
1. Freight traffic 3126.6 688.0 242.4 198.1 1314 10.0 10.3 9.3
Railways 1640.9 366.1 184.8 172.8 121.6 8.1 8.8 6.3
Highways 23000.0 3389.5 1175.2 421.5 190.2 16.3 12.1 27.9
Waterways 6897.3 1503.0 266.5 199.3 130.8 12.5 13.3 10.3
Civil aviation 2433.3 730.0 521.4 173.8 220
Petroleum and gas pipeline 151.2 132.4 107.8 4.2
2. Passenger traffic 2498.8 890.5 356.1 272.1 139.9 9.4 7.8 13.5
Railways 1621.9 680.6 298.3 235.7 134.9 8.0 6.7 115
Highways 4 11136.6 1504.8 485.2 346.8 146.6 14.0 128  17.1
Waterways 832.7 430.4 202.0 158.1 114.0 6.1 5.6 7.3
Civil aviation 107000.0 8560.0 764.3 535.0 182.9 214 209 226
3. Cargo handled at
principal seaports 2865.7 574.7 208.1 189.9 132.5 9.8 10.6 7.6
4. Total value of posts and
telecommunications
business 2143.8 559.8 301.8 263.6 165.4 8.9 78 117
Letters delivered 738.8 274.7 210.8 180.4 127.8 5.7 4.9 7.7
Newspapers and magazines
delivered 20134 488.2 243.9 167.0 91.0 8.7 8.5 9.3
IX. Total investment in fixed :
assets of state-owned units 6336.7 1273.8 413.2 370.4 164.4 12.2 11.1 15.2
Investment in capital
construction 3610.8 876.6 314.2 281.7 146.5 10.5 98 121
X. Domestic trade
1. Total value of retail sales 1279.9 637.9 276.4 217.7 128.3 7.3 6.1 10.7
2. Volume of retail sales of
major commodities )
Grain 327.3 263.2 204.0 176.3 107.5 33 1.8 7.4
Edible vegetable oil 595.8 615.9 520.9 361.7 130.6 5.1 05 179
Pork 626.0 384.1 228.2 1514 116.4 52 4.0 8.6
Sugar 1408.1 591.1 210.1 182.4 115.8 7.6 7.6 7.7
"~ Cloth

430.2 298.4 172.3 134.7 109.3 4.1 3.6 5.6
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(continued)
I Increaseof 1988 overtheyears below Averageannualincrease
tem g
1952 1965 1978 1980 1985 1953-  1953- 1979-
1988 1978 1988
XI. Total imports and exports 5298.5 2418.6 498.0 271.8 147.7 11.7 9.5 174
Exports 5797.6 2131.8 487.6 260.2 173.8 11.9 10.0 17.2
Imports 4933.0 .2735.1 507.3 282.6 130.8 11.4 9.1 17.6
XI1. Public finance

Revenues 1408.7 546.8 230.8 238.5 138.7 7.6 7.2 8.7
Expenditures 1516.1 572.2 240.2 220.0 144.6 7.8 7.3 9.2

XIII. Price indexes

General retail price .

indexes 210.0 174.0 172.7 159.7 134.7 2.1 0.8 5.6
General indexes of '

purchasing prices of

farm and sideline

products 4374 283.1 244.5 187.1 146.6 4.2 2.3 9.4
General indexes of

cost-of-living prices of .

staff and workers 236.3 196.5 188.5 172.2 140.5 2.4 1.0 6.5

XIV. Education and culture

Number of institutions of

higher learning 534.8 247.7 179.8 159.3 105.8 4.8 4.3 6.0
Students enrolled in

institutions of higher

learning : 1081.7 306.5 241.4 180.6 121.3 6.8 59 9.2
Students enrolled in ‘

secondary specialized

schools 322.6 375.1 230.8 165.1 130.6 33 1.3 8.7
Students enrolled in

regular secondary

schools 1912.2 509.9 72.7 86.4 101.2 8.5 134 -3.1
Students enrolied in

primary schools 245.3 107.9 85.7 85.7 93.8 2.5 4.1 -1.5
Newspapers issued 1287.0 437.1 162.1 147.6 103.7 7.4 8.3 5.0
Mazazines issued 1280.0 581.8 336.8 228.6 100.0 7.3 5.3 12.9
Books published 787.3 286.6 165.0 1355 93.3 59 6.2 5.1

XYV. Public health

Hospital beds 1564.4 326.8 134.9 126.3 112.3 7.9 9.9 3.0
Professional medical

personnel 539.7 243.1 151.1 133.1 109.2 4.8 5.0 4.2
Of which: Doctors - 3805 2119 156.5 140.2 1144 ‘3.8 3.5 4.6

Note: Figures are at comparable prices.
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Ordinary People of the People’s Republic

On the eve of the 40th anniversar
reporters have interviewed ordinar
various aspects of our republic’s d

brought about by the ten-year reform.—Ed.

‘Present Policies Are Best’

—An Interview with Vegetable Grower Zhao Fengkuan
by Our Staff Reporter Han Guojian

ne afternoon in early Au-
Ogust, 1 visited vegetable
grower Zhao Fengkuan in
Xingshikou Village, 20 kilo-
metres away from Beijing pro-
per. Zhao Fengkuan shares a six-
house courtyard and has a
20-square-metre drawing room
decorated with plastic veneer
and terrazzo floor. By the pre-
sent standard of living in
Chinese urban areas, Zhao Feng-
kuan’s home is a luxurious one.
The days of August in Bei-
jing’s rural areas were busy times
as vegetable growers harvested
various kinds of autumn veget-
ables and sowed Chinese cab-
bages. Freshly returned from the
field, Zhao Fengkuan, without
bothering to wipe the
sweat off from his
face, lit a cigarette and
stopped to talk with me.
“The present policies
are best. It seems to me
that everyone can be
well-off by continuing -
in this direction,” Zhao
said with great satisfac-
tion. Last year, Zhao
Fengkuan and 16 other
vegetable growers con-
tracted 7.7 hectares of
land and harvested some
600,000 kilogrammes of
vegetables. After de-
ducting  their costs,
the group’s net income
amounted to 73,000
yuan with each member
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earning an average of 4,100
yuan. Zhao said that their aver-
age income for 1989 was expect-
ed to reach 5,000 yuan, a five-
fold increase over 1986. As the
group leader, Zhao Fengkuan’s
income in 1988 was the highest
at 8,200 yuan.

“Your income is double that
of other members. Do they have
complaints about you?” I asked.

“The amount of my income
was decided by everybody in my
contract group,” Zhao said. “Be-
sides doing the same work as the
others, I’'m in charge of technol-
ogical instructions and market-
ing, both of which have a great
influence on vegetable harvests
and annual incomes. Moreover,
I must check on the quality of

Zhao Fengkuan.

y of the founding of the People’s Republic, our staff
Yy people from different trades. These interviews reflect
evelopment, especially the widespread changes

work and the growing conditions
of vegetables and, at the right
moment, arrange other farm
work like sowing seeds, spread-
ing manure, spraying insecticide
and harvesting. Each year we
grow 16 varieties of vegetables
including eggplants, tomatoes,
cucumber, wax gourd, garlic and
green Chinese onion. Because
each of them has its own specif-
ic growing characteristics I must
devote a lot of energy to each
one. So, our distribution of in-
come breaks down the system
of egalitarianism in distribution
and embodies, instead, the social-
ist system of distribution accord-
ing to work. Thus, a lot of work
brings high incomes.”

Zhao’s contract group is one of
12 vegetable groups under the
Badachu Agricultural, Industri-
al and Commercial Corp., which
grew out of a production brigade

Zhao Fengkuan picking cucumbers.

Photos by HAN GUOJIAN
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of the Shijingshan People’s Com-
mune. Since the implementation
of the policy of reform and open-
ning up in 1979, the village-run
industrial and commercial enter-
prises have developed rapidly. In
1984 the production brigade took
its current name and the title
of the farmer was also changed
from ‘commune member’ to ‘cor-
poration employee.’

Up till now, the corporation
has established 14 factories and
shops including casting, electro-
plating, structural components
and wooden furniture. The pro-
portion of non-agricultural in-
come has gone from 58 percent
in 1979 to the current 70 percent.
"Though the proportion of agri-
cultural income has dropped, the
output value of agriculture in
1988 amounted to 3.07 million
yuan, a four-fold increase over
1979. The corporation’s industri-
al and agricultural output value
went up from 1.79 million yuan
in 1979 to 14.77 million yuan in
1988. With 1,200 labourers, the
corporation’s per-capita annual
income was 2,830 yuan, or,
again, a four-fold increase over
1979.

Deng Huaiqing, the corpora-
tion manager who accompanied
me to Zhao’s family, said his
corporation has adopted a policy
which inclined to vegetable prod-
uction in order to encourage ve-
getable growers to sow veget-
ables and thus guarantee veget-
able supplies in the urban areas.
-After fulfilling contracted sales
for the market, each group has
the right to distribute all their
remaining incomes from veget-
able sales among its members
and need not turn over their
profits to the corporation. Now,
the lowest annual income of the
- vegetable growers is higher than
"the average annual figure of the
corporation’s workers and staff.

Fifty-eight-year-old Zhao
Fengkuan has three daughters
and three sons, all of whom now
work in the corporation. Except
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for his 24-year-old youngest son,

his five other children have mar-

ried: In recent years, Zhao and
his children have built their own
new houses and purchased electr-
ical appliances such as telev-
isions, washing machines and
fans.

Zhao Fengkuan said, “I now
live a comfortable life and my
only hope is to do a good job
of growing vegetables.” For this
reason, Zhao, with a third-year
level of primary school educa-
tion, tries to read some books
about vegetables. One of his
group members said Lao Zhao
was not conservative in his tech-
nique of growing vegetables. For
instance, in recent years, his
group has successfully introd-
uced bitter gourd from southern
China and celery from the Unit-
ed States, and begun the use of
Japanese pesticides. In addition,
Lao Zhao is economically mind-
ed. For example, he encourages
his members to apply more farm
manure and little chemical fer-
tilizer. According to Zhao, this
method alone can help his group
reduce the production cost by
20,000 yuan a year.

“Owing to the introduction of
several new varieties of veget-
ables from other locations in
China, as well as from abroad,
and the adoption of the plastic
covered green house growing
technology, Beijing has been able
to provide a good assortment of
vegetables in recent years. Form-
erly, food markets only offered
Chinese cabbage, radish and po-
tatoes in winter days. But
now, they are full of summer
vegetables,”Zhao said.

“Apart from the growing of ve-
getables, do you have any other
income?” I asked.

“I’'m too busy handling things
of the group. How could I have
the time to do other work? Be-
sides, the situation now is quite
different from what it was be-
fore. Provided I do my group
work well, T'll enjoy a comfort-

able life,” Zhao said. “Each day
I drink two bottles of beer,
smoke a pack of cigarettes and
eat fried dishes. These are things
one never dared imagine before.”

Zhao Fengkuan also told me
something about his past. Before
1949, his family rented 1.3 hec-
tares of hillside fields from a
landlord which yielded only ar-
ound 1,000 kilogrammes of grain
a year and half of which had to
be paid for land rental. His fam-
ily struggled along,always verg-
ing on starvation. When he was
only 15 years old he tried to
make money with his two broth-
ers to support the family during
the slack farming season by car-
rying coal in the Jingxi Coal
Mine. After liberation, Zhao’s
family shared 0.67 hectare of
land, three houses, and did not
have to worry about food and
clothing. In 1955, his family vol-
unteered to join the production
co-operative. Co-operative mem-
bers jointly dug wells in order to
expand the area of irrigated land.
During those few years people’s
life improved greatly. But, in
1958 when the people’s com-
mune was established. Some pro-
perty of the production brigade
and farmers were taken over by
the commune and the system of
egalitarianism adopted for in-
come distribution. These steps

.dampened the enthusiasm of the

masses. During the ten-year per-
iod of turmoil (1966-76), condi-
tions in rural areas were worse
than in the city. Farmers weren’t
even allowed to engage in side-
line production such as raising
chickens, for that was regarded
as “tail of capitalism” and there-
fore was subject to criticism.

Zhao Fengkuan added with
deep feeling, “We sufferred a lot
in those days.”

Zhao believes, however, that
the present contract responsibili-
ty system gives full play to the
advantages of the socialist collec-

" tive economy and that the prin-
- ciple of distribution according to
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work has aroused the farmers’
enthusiasm. While continuously
increasing farmers’ incomes, it
will not cause a big gap be-
tween the rich and the poor.
“The method of individual farm-
ing is undesirable,” Zhao said.
“If I farm individually, T will
lose collective guarantees. At
present, our corporation is not
only responsible for the supply of
seeds, chemical fertilizer, pesti-
cide and plastic film, but also
helps transport vegetables free of
charge to the city in harvest: sea-
sons. If we suffer a natural ca-
lamity, our corporation will give
us support.” :

‘My Dream Comes

According to manager Deng
Huaiqing, the corporation’s bar-
bershop and bathrooms are open
free of charge to its employees.
The childcare centre only col-
lects some boarding expenses. In
addition, the corporation’s staff
enjoy free medicare which covers
70 percent of the expenses and
the retired members (men 65 and
women 60) enjoy old-age pen-
sions.

According to Zhao Fengkuan’s
estimation, he will save up more
than 50,000 yuan when he retires
at the age of 65. Then, he and his

wife can spend their remaining

years in happiness. O

True’

by Our Staff Reporter Wei Liming

invaders created their “Lu-

gou (Marco Polo) Bridge In-
cident,” Gu Songfen was a
second-grade primary school
pupil in Beijing. With his own
eyes, he saw the Japanese aero-
planes bombing the city, and
whenever the Japanese aero-
planes hedgehopped over the
family’s courtyard, Gu felt fu-
rious and humiliated. It was
then that Gu vowed to build an

ln July 1937 when the Japanese

aeroplane for China to resist for- |

eign invasion.

Today, more than 50 years la-
ter, Gu’s wish has at last come
true. He is now vice-president of
the Science and Technology Re-
search Institute under the Min-
istry of the Aeronautics and
Astronautics Industry and the
chief designer for a new Chinese
aeroplane.

Looking back on the arduous
course of China’s aeronautics in-

Gu Songfen, expert on building aero-planes.

BEIJING REVIEW, OCTOBER 2-8, 1989

" ment would find

dustry over the past years, all
sorts of feelings well up in the
mind of this 59-year-old ex-
pert. “Since the Opium War
(1840-42), China had been bul-
lied by foreigners. It wasn’t until
after liberation in 1949 that we
began to gradually build our
own strong defence force.”

According to Gu, 40 years of
time is short in man’s history,
but China has made consider-
able progress in developing its
aeronautical technology. “Al-
though our aeronautical tech-
nology still lags behind the adv-
anced world level, we are now
able to design and make our
own transport planes and figh-
ter planes. Furthermore, some
of our aeroplanes have been ex-
ported.”

“This was unimaginable in old
China governed by the KMT,”
the expert remarked.

In 1947, Gu graduated from
middle school and, with youth-
ful enthusiasm, applied for ad-
mission to the aeronautics de-
partment of three universities.
He was enrolled in the Aeron-
autics Department of Shanghai
Jiaotong University. As he en-
tered the college, however, his
spirit was dampened. Senior stu-
dents persuaded him to change
his major, because students
from the Aeronaustics Depart-
no suitable
jobs after their graduation. Un-

- der the KMT’s rule, they could

do no more than cleaning the
aeroplanes built by foreigners at

t an airfield; there was no oppor-
tunity to engage in professional

work. .

Old China’s aeronautics in-
dustry was almost non-existent.
In 1937, the Italian government
signed an agreement with the
KMT government, according to
which Italy would help China
build an aeroplane manufactur-

- ing factory. That was the best of

its kind in China at the time.
However, it used not only major
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components of aeroplane, such

as Italian fuselages but also the
smallest parts, such as Italian
screws and nuts. During the
War of Resistance Against Ja-
pan (1937-45), the factory was
destroyed in a Japanese bomb-
ing raid.

After China was liberated in
1949, two particular incidents
encouraged Gu. One was the
PLA’s advertisement in Shan-
ghai’s universities for qualified
personnel to establish China’s
own air force, the other was the
establishment of the National
Defence Engineering Institute
at Nanjing. Gu realized that
the Communist Party of China
(CPC) placed much importance
on building an -aeronautics in-
dustry and this greatly inspired
him.

In 1954, a new aeroplane

manufacturing factory, with an
annual production capacity of
500 coach aeroplanes, was built
on the basis of the Nanchang
Aeroplane Manufacturing Fac-
tory built with aid from Italy.
The assembly workshop was six
times larger than the former
hangar. In 1958, the factory suc-
ceeded in making the first coach
aeroplane designed by Chinese
scientists, and the first superjet
fighter plane in 1965. Now,
the manufacturing factory can
produce not only fighter planes
but also missiles for coastal def-
ence. :
China started to design and
build planes in 1956 while re-
search institutions and laborato-
ries sprung up initially in the
1960s. China currently possesses
"a number of aeroplane and en-
gine manufacturing factories
capable of producing various
types of military aeroplanes as
well as small and multi-purpose
special aeroplanes, medium
and short-range passenger aero-
planes and helicopters.

Without a unified plan and
the energetic support of the
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Gu Songfen, right, talks with aircrews.

state, such a colossal project like
the aeronautics industry could
not have been successful. He

was deeply impressed by the im-.

portance of this support in de-
signing and manufacturing the
new fighter plane, Gu says.
When the first coach plane
was developed in 1954, Party
Chairman Mao Zedong himself
sent a congratulatory telegram.
And, at another time, when
scientists and technicians were
filled with doubts and misgiv-
ings about the development of a
new-type fighter plane, the De-
puty Commander of the air
force at that time, Cao Lihuai,
voluntarily bore responsibility
for any risk that might be in-
volved. In addition, Marshal
Nie Rongzhen and Marshal He
Long often conducted inspec-
tions at the airfield and inquired
about any difficulty there. The
aeronautics industry, therefore,
has never lacked human, finan-
cial and material resources.
“There are two points regard-
ing the rapid development of
New China’s aeronautics indus-
try,” says Gu. “One is planned
organization and the other, the
state’s large-scale investment.

3
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Both points can only be carried
out smoothly under the socialist
system.”

Gu, the aeroplane specialist, is
particularly proud of the con-
struction of wind tunnels, cru-
cial for designing of aircrafi. Be-
fore liberation, there were none
at his university and the stu-

.dents could only expect to re-

ceive theoretical lectures from
their teachers. Now, in sharp
contrast, three aeronautical col-
leges have well-equipped wind
tunnels. Additionally, the state
has established an aerodynamics
research centre with so large a
wind tunnel group that experts
from Britain, the United States
and France have been surprised.
The center has received some
models of foreign aeroplanes for
experiments. In short, Gu says,

-his experiences tell him that our

country can become strong and
prosperous only when it follows
‘the socialist road under the lead-
ership of the Communist.- Party.

At present, while making ne-
cessary technical preparations
for developing a new generation
of aeroplanes, Gu is working
hard to train more aircraft de-
signers:for the country. O
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‘A Private Entrepreneur’s Dream

by Our Staff Reporter Liu Jianjun
had a dream of creating the
Iworld’s best clothes through

my own effort, so that the
Chinese people . would be fa-
shionably dressed and get rid
of their ‘grey world.” The ‘grey
world’ mentioned by a young
searfistress, recently interviewed
by Beijing Review reporter, re-
fers to the dull coloured clothes
people used to wear just after
China was liberated until the
late 1970s.

The famous Huilei Fashion
Shop is a small, two-roomed
flat in Shenggi Hutong off Nan
Xiaojie Street in Beijing. It is
owned by 23-year-old Miss Shi
Hui. While she continued her
busy work as a seamstress, she
told me of her past experience.

“I started an individual busi-
ness after graduating from a tai-
lor class in senior middle voca-
tional school in 1983. I chose
this occupation, not because 1
couldn’t get an “iron rice bowl”
Jjob, for at that time the state
provided the money to train us
and helped us seek work, but
because I wanted to work on my

Shi Hui measuring a customer for a new suit.

BEIJING REVIEW, OCTOBER 2-8, 1989

own, to realize my dream. This
has something to do with the
experience of two generations —
my mother’s and my own.

“My mother was young dur-
ing the early stages of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China. At that
time life was hard and there
wasn’t the time or the money
to think about dressing up; it
wasn’t unusual for her to wear
clothes for many years. Then,
life did eventually improve as
you know, she was getting old
and putting on weight. She
would go to many shops to buy
clothes but could never find
anything suitable and to make
clothes made at the tailor’s
would have a few months. I was
born during the ‘cultural revo-
lution’ (1966-76) and spent my
childhood and early youth at
a time when people were still
wearing grey clothes. Of course,
many Chinese experienced this.
It was this experience that made
me determined to become an
outstanding fashion designer
and change the situation wher-
ein one found it difficult to buy

FU LANFANG

new clothes or have them
made.”

“After 1978, when China car-
ried out its economic reform,
the individual economy devel-
oped rapidly and was protected
by the government. This situa-
tion allowed my dream to come
true, for the government, in
many respects, made it conven-
ient for people like me to start
business. The municipal leaders
came personally to visit me in
my home. All this encouraged
me and gave me faith that I
would be successful. If it wasn’t
for this support, I, just a young
girl, would not have been able to
accomplish anything.

“After 1 started my business
I provided my customers with
cordial service, good workman-

‘ship, fast work and low prices.

In this way, I soon won the trust
of many customers and of socie-
ty. My clothes shop was the only
one in a district of tens of thou-
sands of families, so I became
well known and customers be-
gan to flock to my shop. Within
two months I was mentioned in
the papers and TV....”

While Miss Shi and I talked, a
customer came in. He wanted
her to do some rush work be-
cause on October 1, National
Day, he needed some clothes for
his wedding. I was a personal
eye-witness to Miss Shi’s way of
service. She warmly greeted her

. customer by asking where he

worked, his age, hobbies and
his particular requirement for
clothes. Then she showed him
some sample styles. After he

. found something suitable, she

warmly suggested what material
she thought best and said she

- would cut short the time it took

for his clothes to be ready from
ten days to as short as a week.
The clearly pleased customer
said, “Before coming here I'd
gone to several state-run clothes
shops. I couldn’t find anything
suitable, and I would have to
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wait a few months. Next time 1
want anything made TI'll come
here.”

After Miss Shi Hui saw her
customer off she said, “This
happens often. Once someone
from Hong Kong wanted to re-
turn home the following day
and asked if I could have clothes
finished in a day. I worked all
night to get it finished and early
the next morning delivered it.
He told me, “I am most satisfied
with your service because I have
been to many countries and had
many clothes made but your ser-
vice and workmanship is the fi-
nest.”

She’s been running her bus-
iness for six years and people
from_ all strata of sotiecty, be
they workers or farmers, pain-
ters or actors, or leading offi-
cials, are all among her custo-
mers and she now designs and
makes several thousand suits.
She has customers from Hong
Kong, Macao, even some foreig-
ners, and has made some close
friends among her customers.
Someone once suggested to one
of her customers that he should
have all his clothes made at her
shop, and another even ordered
as many as 16 suits on one occa-
sion.

“My success lies not only in
providing good service but in
seeking and creating new styles.
For this I have bought many
fashion books and magazines for
reference material from home
and abroad and, after collecting
up-to-date fashion ideas from
clothes sold on the market, de-
sign many new, unique styles.
Once, an automobile factory di-
rector wore one of my creations
when visiting the United States.
The local Americans asked,
“From which famous company
did you buy such unique and
attractive clothes!”” Most of my
customers are young people who
often pick out the fashions from
a magazine and ask me to make
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clothes of the same style for
them.”

- “My creations are not bizarre,
but simple things, pleasant, ele-
gant and practical. People bring
me material that some might
think plain, but after I have fin-
ished designing, it turned into
something fashionable and is
quite reasonably priced.”

She showed me some stylish
suits: “Look, I designed these
two years ago and they are still
in vogue. Several factories want
to buy the patent rights. I sell
my clothes for several dozen
yuan while other shops would
sell the same kind for several
hundred yuan. My experience
proves that we Chinese have the
ability to design fashions equal
to the world’s best.”

When asked about her op-
inion of the weal and woe of
running an individual business,
she replied, “There are three
achievements: firstly, I have
done much hard work for socie-
ty and the public. In the long
run I fulfil my dream and am of
value to society. I have a certain
social status and reputation. For
six successive years I’ve been cit-
ed an outstanding Beijing fi-
gure and attended many meet-
ings and activities. I have also
made many foreign and Chinese
friends through my work and
have been received by Party and
state leaders. Previously all this
would have been unimaginable.

“Secondly, I have made much
progress in advancing my pro-
fessional skill. I can design and
create freely without restriction;
this gives me a lot of pleasure.”

“Thirdly, I have embarked on
the road to rich by hard work,
the results of which have clearly
improved my life and that of my
family. 1 have achieved what
my family has not been able to
achieve for several generations.

“When I first started business
I was worried that the policy
for individual businesses might

change; but after a few years of
personal experience, I feel that
the Party and government have
concern for us and that the pol-
icy is stable. Now I no longer
feel worried. The government
has repeatedly stressed that the
individual economy is a sup-
plement to the socialist public
economy and that the state pro-
tects the legal rights and in-
terests of the individual econ-
omy. The State Council also
promulgated the “Regulations
on the Management of Urban
and Rural Individual Industrial
and Commercial Business” in
August 1987 which gives us le-
gal protection. Therefore, what
is there to worry about?”

We discussed the fact that
the state is carrying out a good
shake-up of individual enter-
prises with respect to prices and
taxes. Miss Shi said, “There real-
ly are a few individual business
people who cheat customers and
violate the state laws by evad-
ing taxes. There are some black
sheep among individual enter-
prises that are harmful to the
public interest and derogatory
to our image and reputation.
I'm all for the reorganization of
them, for it won’t affect those
individual entrepreneurs like
me who rely on our skill and
hard work. By reorganizing
them, individual enterprises will
develop in a healthier atmos-
phere.” : B

Talking about the future, the
young seamstress said with great
ambitions, “I am thinking of ex-
panding production and oper-
ating my own fashion design
house and factory. I hope to
start up a joint venture with
some foreign businessmen and
manage an enterprise in China
or abroad in order to introd-
uce Chinese garments to inter-
national markets and let the cul-
ture of the Chinese fashion

“shine¢ throughout the world.” O
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Literature Is From
More Than Life

Life and

—An Interview With Novelist Yang Mo

by Our Staff Reporter Zhang Wei

ale writer since the found-

ing of the People’s Republic
of China in 1949, is now 75 years
old and chairman of the Beijing
Federation of Literary and Art
Circles. Her most famous work,
the Song of Youth, first pub-
lished in the 1950s, has been
translated into several foreign
languages. It won the praise of
Mao Dun, the great master of
Chinese literature, who said the
novel was “one of the most gla-
morous works created since the
liberation” and was the “first
to successfully and vividly il-
lustrate the fate of intellectuals
during the time of revolution in |
the 1930s.” This theme was of !
particular interest to Mao Dun |
because, he said, “it has always
been poorly presented in modern
Chinese literature.”

From its first publication date
to the present day, the Song of
Youth has spoken to _and about
young people. During the

Yang Mo, a well-known fem-

10-year turmoil of the “cultur-
al revolution,” many educated
young people who were sent to
the countryside took the novel
with them as a spiritual encour-
agement. The most obvious rea-
son for the story’s popularity is
the immortal quality which its
characters represent.

“I never anticipated being a
writer,” said Yang Mo, “and [
never imagined that the novel
would have such strong and last-
ing social impact.”

Born into a bureaucratic intel-
lectual’s family at a time when
China was under the oppressicn

tof imperalism, feudalism and
bureaucrat capitalism, Yang saw !

many facts of social misery in
her early youth. In her naivety,
she once fancied saving China
through books, an ideal which
the bitter reality of life quickly
stamped out. When she was in
middle school, her family’s in-
come gave out and their lives
deteriorated so that her personal

Yang Mo (front row, first from left) with actress, Bai Yang (front row, second from
left) at the Fifth National Conference of Literary and Art Circles held in November
1988.

THANG YANHUI
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trial began. One day she was sim-
ply told a wealthy man would
marry her, and when her refusal
brought on her family’s punish-
ment she fled, penniless and on
the verge of suicide.

The Song of Youth begins with
the similar story of a destitute
girl fleeing a feudal marriage.
Yang Mo, though admitting that
the novel is based on her own
experiences, reflected that, “nov-
els belong to literature, and while
their source is life, they are
something more than life.”

Yang taught in a primary
school in the countryside for a
while, then worked in a series of
petty low paying jobs, such as
shop assistant and home teacher,
always struggling in poverty and
at times bullied and humiliated
by men trying to take advantage
of her.

“The revolution led by the
Chinese Communist Pariy gave
me hope,” said Yang emotional-

ly. In 1935, the “December
9 anti-Japanese and anti-
government patriotic student

movement broke out in Beijing.
At that time, she was living in an
apartment near Beijing Univers-
ity and knew some progressive
young men and CPC members
who were always recommending
revolutionary books to her. It
was then that revolutionary ideas
took root. She realized that indi-
vidual emancipation was only a
fantasy as long as the reactionary
government existed, and she be-
gan to take part in revolution-
ary activities, passing informa-
tion for the underground Party
groups and organizing mass de-
monstrations.

In 1936, Yang joined the
Chinese Communist Party and
left Beijing to take part in the
armed resistance against the Ja- .
panese invasion in north China.
The writer said, “I was like

. a drop of water suddenly im-

mersed in the wide sea, a wan-
dering orphan who had found

y

‘mother’.
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THE SECOND CHINA ART FESTIVAL |

A Hundred Flowers Will Go On Blossoming

The grand Second China Art Festival has opened in Beijing. Some 62 presentations of the
best in performing arts organization in China are being staged in the fields of music,
dance, traditional opera, modern drama, quyi (folk art), acrobatics and puppetry. Recently,
our staff reporter Zhang Wei interviewed Vice-Minister of Culture Ying Ruocheng who is
also the deputy director of the preparatory committee for the festival. —Ed.

Zhang: What are the characteris-
tics of this festival?

Ying: You may have noticed that
this art festival started ten days
later than the first in 1987. The
present one will run from Sep-
tember 15 through October 5 to
match the celebrations for the
40th anniversary of the founding

of the People’s Republic. And it
is on a larger scale. More than
4,000 actors and actresses from
29 provinces, municipalities and
autonomous regions are partici-
pating. In addition, compared
with eight in 1987, artists are
giving performances in 12 other
cities.

As a window on our artistic
achievements since the adoption
of the reform and opening-up
policies at the end of 1978, the
festival has gathered together
the most talented people in all
branches of the performing arts.
It provides colourful perform-
ances including highlights from

Despite her emotional attach-
ment to literature, she had no
time to continue writing while
revolution raged. She disciplined
herself, though, to keep a diary
every day, a routine which prov-
ided her with abundant materials
for later works.

After liberation in 1949, Yang
returned to Beijing and was ap-
pointed director of the Beijing
Women Affairs Office. She suf-
fered unexpectedly a serious ill-
ness and became bed-ridden. “At
that time,” Yang said, “my chief
fear was that I wouldn’t be able
to work for the revolution. In
bed, I ransacked my brain to be
of some use for the Party and
New China.”

“I was very familiar with stu-
dents and the Party’s under-
ground life of the 1930s. ” Yang
said. So early and quickly the
400,000-character draft was fin-
ished within two years. After six
years of polishing, the Song of
Youth was published in 1959.

Lots of praise followed and the
novel’s success inspired Yang Mo
to become a professional wri-
ter.” During the “cultural revo-
Iution,” however, the novel was
declared “poisonous weed” and
Yang was criticized and den-
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‘and

ounced at public meetings. It
wasn’t until the “gang of four”
lost power and the policy of “let-
ting a hundred flowers bloom
a hundred schools of
thought contend” (popularly
known as “the double hundred
policy”) was reimplemented that
Yang could write again. Sever-
al years later, her two other
400,000-character novels were
completed, the Song of Flowers
and Song of Heroes. The back-
ground of the Song of Flowers is
the anti-Japanese bases in north
China during 1937-39.1t des-
cribes a group of intellectuals re-
presented by Liu Ming who leave
the cities to join the revolution-
ary camps in north China to res-
ist the Japanese. The Song of
Heroes, set in the same period, is
the continuation of the Song of
Youth and describes the fate of
intellectuals who fight the enemy
and, at the same time, are caught
up in intra-Party strife. The ma-
jor characters, such as Lin Daoj-
ing, Jiang Hua and Lu Jiachuan,
in the Song of Youth are further
but more precisely described in
the Song of Heroes. The two
succeeding novels manifest a vas-
ter historical backdrop and roun-
der description of the characters’

psychology, emotion and inevit-
able fate. :

As a writer and Party member,
Yang Mo believes the socialist
art should encourage mass strug-
gle and promote social develop-
ment. A socialist writer should
feel strongly his social responsi-
bility, always offering the ‘ideal’
to readers.

With China’s reform and open-
ing to the outside as well as the
implementation of “the double
hundred policy,” Yang said
many good works have been
created. Low-quality  works
with despiriturized content and
strange form should be boycot-
ted, Yang believes.

Yang took particular note of
modern China’s female writers.
There were only a few female
writers in old China, such as Xie
Bingxin. But since the founding
of the People’s Republic, many
female writers have made a
name for themselves. There are
almost 300 female members now
in the China Federation of Liter-
ary and Art Circles, nearly one-
third of the total 1,000 members.
“The young women writers’ skill
in displaying life and portraying
characters has surpassed me, and
that is of great comfort to me,”
she said, excited. ]
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operas, ballets, symphonies and
popular songs. The festival,
through the artists’ perform-
ances, reflects the policy of “lit-
erature and art serving the peo-
ple, serving socialism” and em-
bodies the thriving situation
of “letting a hundred flowers
bloom” which has prevailed in
our literature and art over recent
years.

One of the outstanding charac-
teristics of this festival is the em-
phasis on the achievements of
the younger generation under
the cultivation and guidance of
artists of the older generation.
Young people from art acade-
mies and local and army troupes
give most of the performances.
Prize-winners at international
vocal music, instrumental, ballet
and acrobatics contests as well as
award-winners at national Pek-
ing opera and dance competi-
tions have all performed splen-
didly.

Paying attention to the art of
national minorities and reflect-
ing the great unity of all the
Chinese people is also a feature
of the festival. The song and
dance ensembles of the Inner
Mongolian Autonomous Region,
the Xinjiang Uygur Autonom-
ous Region, the Tibet Autonom-
ous Region and Yunnan Prov-
ince have all provided fine per-
formances.

Zhang: What have been our artis-
tic achievements in the past de-
cade?

Ying: Since 1978, Chinese artists
have cast aside the stereotyped,
monotonous art style of the “cul-
tural revolution” days. An ex-
citing, colourful cosmopolitan
scene has instead emerged. Chi-
na’s traditional arts have been
revitalized.  Peking opera,
hundreds of varieties of local
operas, traditional instrumental
and vocal music, classical and
folk dances, acrobatics, conjur-
ing, puppetry and silhouette
show have all enjoyed an un-
precedented boom. At the same
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Ying Ruocheng, vice-minister of Culture and deputy director of the preparatory

committee

and foreign reporters at the press conference held on Sept. 12.

time, Chinese artists have sur-
prised the world with their out-
put of modern forms of per-
forming arts. China’s symphony
orchestras, chamber music, solo
recitals, vocal music, classical
and modern ballet and modern
drama have won acclaim both at
home and abroad. What people
feared ten years ago, that China
would not be able to overcome
the ten-year gap in the develop-
ment of artistic talent, that the
younger generation was lost for
ever, has proved to be over-
pessimistic. We have witnessed
in the past ten years an incredi-
ble outpouring of artistic talent
among the younger generation
and the festival has done its best
to do them justice.

Another new development has
been in the area of cultural ex-
changes with the outside world.
In recent years, China has sent
outstanding artists and groups
abroad to participate in various
competitions and performances.
In 1987 alone, Chinese artists
won more than 210 awards at
international competitions. In
1988, international gold and sil-
ver awards captured by Chinese
artists numbered more than 140.
As for non-competitive perform-

for the Second China Art Festival, answers questions of Chinese

LI XUEREN

ances, the Chinese ballet tour of
the United States, Chinese tradi-
tional kunqu operas debut in the
French Festival d’Autumne and
the tour of the modern drama
Teahouse through West Ger-
many, France, Switzerland, Ja-
pan and Canada demonstrate
that China’s art has stepped on to
the world stage.

Zhang: People have noticed that
in recent years artists from for-
eign countries have also come to
China to give performances....
Ying: Yes, I was going to men-
tion this aspect. In the past ten
years the Chinese people have
been fortunate to be able to en-
joy the best art from around the
world. This is a new development
in our artistic exchanges. The list
of great artists who have come
to China and performed for the
Chinese people would sound.like
a Who's Who in the world of
performing artists today. To
mention but a few: Derek Jaco-
by, Bob Hope, Isaac Stern, Eu-
gene Ormandy, Yehudi Menu-
hin, Pavarotti, Placido Domingo,
Arthur Miller, Charlton Heston,
Von Karajan, Seiji Ozawa and so
on. The Second China Art Festi-
val has continued our tradition
of exchanges with the outside
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world and has invited indivi- | Ying: Facts will prove that this is ; festival and expand its scale in
duals and groups of internation- | not the case. People will see this | the fature?
|
t

al standing to perform, including | grand colourful festival provide | Ying: The purpose of the China
artists from Ttaly, USSR, Korea, | both national and Western, trad- | art festival is to display outstand-
Japan and Cameroon. itional and modern, and ortho- | ing achicvements in artistic crea-
Zhang: The festival is the first | dox and popular performances, tion and performance in our
large-scale cultural activity to be | with no forbidden areas, com- . country within a given period, to
the focus of world attention | pletely embodying the literature ¢ enrich people’s cultural lives and
since the quelling of the counter- | and art policy of “letting a enhance their aesthetic enjoy-
revolutionary rebellion in Beijing. | hundred flowers bloom and a | ment, while expanding ex-
Has the rebellion had any effect | hundred schools of thought con- | changes with other countries,
on the festival? tend.” The festival is also a de- | promoting the prosperous devel-
Ying: There has been no effect on | monstration of China’s persev- | opment of socialist art among
the general arrangements for the | erance in reform and the open ' all our nationalities, consolidat-
programmes except in certain | policy. ing and developing the political
specific aspects. For instance, | Zhang: Ex-culture Minister | situation of stability and unity,
some foreign art groups who | Wang Meng was deputy director | and accelerating socialist materi-
were originally prepared to come | of the preparatory committee for | al, cultural and ideological pro-
cancelled their plans due to | the first art festival in 1987. Re- = gress. China will continue to
misunderstandings and because | cently, he was relieved of his post hold its art festival once ecvery
.some foreign friends are not fam- | by the State Council and this | two years but will aim at improv-
iliar with the truth. We are sor- | caused speculation abroad. What | ing quality instead of expanding
ry that they are not coming. | is your opinion on this matter? | the scale because as the art festi-
We hope that they will come to | Ying: This proposal was ex- © val of the nation, ils programmes
China and have a look at the | plained clearly by Premier Li | should represent the best of our
present situation which is one ' Peng when it was submitted to : country, and the performances
of stability, unity and vitality. ! the ninth meeting of the Stand- : which forcign art groups present
China is not as some people have | ing Committee of the Seventh | should be the best as well. We
described it, a ghastly place fit | National People’s Congress for ! believe that as time goes on, ar-
to curdle the blood. Certainly, = discussion: Wang Meng is a tists from foreign countries will
many foreign artists continue to ' well-known writer. He had asked | feel proud to participate in the
express their wish to come to | more than once to be relieved of | China art festival. Our ambition
China. . his post so that he could devote is to gradually become one of the
Zhang: Some Westerners sur- = himself to creative writing and cultural art centres in the world.
mised that after the rebellion, | literary criticism. After discus- | China is ready to present the best
there would be a “freeze” in liter- | sion, his request was approved. 10 the world and derive the ut-
ary and art circles. What is your | Zhang: The last question: Will | most from the art of other coun-
view on that? ' China Continue to hold the art . trics. o

Listing of Some Programmes and
Performing Groups

Opera. The Central Opera House: Carmen and Madame Butterfly.

The Central Opera House whose performances are based mainly on European vocal techniques, has for
decades been engaged in creating works with distinctive Chinese features, using both the form and experience
of European opera as reference. It has also introduced the Chinese audience to world famous operas, classical
as well as contemporary, from other countries. Among them, are Madawme Butterfly and Carmen, which won
wide acclaim in Hong Kong and Finland.

The Opera Troupe and the Song and Dance Troupe under the General Political Department of the People’s
Liberation Army: joint performance of Tosca.

Symphonic music by: The China Youth Symphony Orchestra, the Shanghai Symphony Orchestra,
and the Children’s Symphony Orchestra of the Central Conservatory of Music.

The China Youth Symphony Orchestra, established in 1950, consists of both students and teachers. In the
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past 30 years, the Orchestra has presented a number of representative works by famous composers. It gave
performances in Switzerland, Italy, Federal Republic of Germany, France, Belguim, Great Britain, the Soviet
Union, Poland and German Democratic Republic, conducted by Shao En, Tang Muhai and Chen Zuchuang
in 1986 and 1987. The audience, Chinese and foreign, have been deeply impressed by the consummate skills
of the young artists in combining their musical understanding, style and enthusiasm.

The Shanghai Symphony Orchestra is a major organization of considerable influence in China, its history
dating back to the 1870s. After decades of growth, its prestige increased and was once reputed to be “the best
of the Far East.” After liberation it rose to new heights of achievement under its present name within a
century of continued growth and development, the Shanghai Symphony Orchestra now comprises nearly a
hundred seasoned players and four resident conductors: Huang Yijun, Cao Peng, Chen Xieyang and Hou
Runyu.

The Shanghai Symphony Orchestra has given countless symphonic concerts during the last 37 years,
presented a vast number of Chinese and Western works and thereby built up a wide repertoire through its
extensive performing experience. In addition, the orchestra has made numerous video and sound recordings,
hosted and collaborated with many distinguished visiting orchestras, conductors and musicians throughout
the world. .

The Shanghai Symphony Orchestra made its international debut in 1975 in Australia and New Zealand
where it was warmly acclaimed.

The Children’s Symphony Orchestra of the Central Conservatory of Music is made up of students from
the high school attached to the Central Conservatory of Music. Since the founding of the orchestra, it has
been trained by Chinese and world-renowned conductors, such as Xu Xin, Li Delun, Huang Feili, Zheng
Xiaoying, Yao Guanrong, Yehudi Menuhin, Seiji Ozawa, Chen Liangshen, Anosov, Tang Muhai and Chen
Zuohuang. With their training, the orchestra has cultivated a number of virtuoso performers, many of whom
have won prizes in competitions both at home and abroad.

Song and Dance. The Central Song and Dance Ensemble, the Oriental Song and Dance Ensemble and the
China Opera and Dance Drama Theatre: specific dance performances.

The Central Song and Dance Ensemble, famous for its presentation of folk dances of the Han nationality;
the Oriental Song and Dance Ensembile, specializing in the introduction of foreign song and dance to Chinese
audience; and the China Opera and Dance Drama Theatre, which will present selections from their rich
repertoire of dramatic dance and pas de deux.

The Song and Dance Ensemble of Shaanxi Province: “Changan Music and Dance.”

“Changan Music and Dance,” a performing arts group named after its major production, was organized
by the Song and Dance Ensemble of Shaanxi Province. The group is composed of 60 people, all of them
carefully selected performing artists. The Changan Music and Dance Group has initiated a whole series of
classical songs and dances that reflect the life of the Tang Dynasty when China was in its prosperous years.
As the capital of Tang Dynasty, Changan (now called Xian), was the site that epitomized ancient culture
and art. Unfortunately, however, the music and dance of that period was not preserved and gradually sank
into oblivion. Today, after years of research and hard work, the artists in the group are finally able to unveil
part of the ancient mystery and bring it to the stage.

In addition, the Beijing Dance Academy, the Song and Dance Ensemble of Yunnan Province, and the Song
and Dance Ensemble of the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region also give performances at the festival.
Ballet. The Central Ballet Ensemble: Lady Yang.

Lady Yang, a ballet in three acts, is a new creative effort to render the legendary Tang Dynasty romance
between the Emperor Minghuang and his favourite consort Lady Yang in the form of the ballet. The elements
of love, grandeur and finally, tragedy are presented strictly according to the demands of the language of
ballet, yet, at the same time evoking an authentic aura of the Tang Dynasty through the music, choreography,
dance patterns, costumes and unforgettable characters. Impressive performances by the ballerina and other
main dancers contribute to the success of the production.

There are also special performances of award-winning programmes in international ballet competition.

Western ballet became an established form of art in China in 1954. Now there are three ballet groups and
three ballet schools that turn out well trained dancers each year.

Chinese ballet dancers made their first appearance at international ballet competition in 1980. Their
performances, marked by unique elegance and grace, attracted worldwide attention. Afterwards, there was
an unprecedented flow of talented young performers, including one 15 years of age who have won some 40
awards at various international events, held in such cities as: Moscow, Osaka, Jackson (Mississippi), and
Lausanne.

The Second Art Festival will provide the audience with a rare opportunity to see some of these
award-winning dancers perform the repertoires of the world’s classics, as well as some Chinese productions
with true national flavour.

Modern Drama. The seven-scene play I'm not Happy at All is prepared especially for the Second Art Festval
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by the Shanghai Children’s Art Theatre. Adapted from the short fable The Devil’s Mask by Liu Houming,
it is co-directed by Ren Deyao, who is also the script-writer, and Gu Guoyi, a famous actress in children’s
plays.

Folk Music and Dance. This performance consists of folk music and dances collected from the provinces of
Guizhou, Fujian, Zhejiang, Jiangsu, Jiangxi, Gansu, Henan and Hubei, the Inner Mongolian and Ningxia
Hui autonomous regions, and cities of Tianjin, Wuhan and Dalian. Adding colour and joy to the Second
China Art Festival, the programmes created and performed by the masses themselves, are of a natural and
simple art flavour ‘
Performances by Outstanding Child Acrobats. The best performances selected from the All-China Children’s
Acrobatic Arts Competition, will be performed at the art festival. Compared with similar shows in the past,
these programmes are more refined in their style, content and technique. The show, performed by child artists
(the youngest less than six years old), will definitely be cherished by the audience. It will also show how much
progress has been made in the realm of acrobatics.

Chinese Minority Costumes Art Display. Co-sponsored by the Department of Ethnic Culture, the Ministry of
Culture, and the Department of Culture of Yunnan Province, the show will display over 300 types of
costumes from 55 ethnic groups of China and allow the audience to enjoy the charms of the Chinese
minorities.

Peking Opera. The Third Company of China Peking Opera Theatre will perform a newly written opera
Madame Gantang at the art festival. The story is based on references from Zuozhuan (a history 'presenting
accounts of important events in the Spring and Autumn Period,BC770-476). Madame Gantang, the wife of
Shi Xiaoshu, a high official of the Lu Kingdom, was forced to marry General Xi Chou of the Jin Kingdom.
The general is later killed, so Gantang escapes and returns. A story of suffering in times of turmoil, the
interesting and attractive show including many famous performers in its cast.

One of the best Peking Opera works of late, the new historical play Cao Cao and Yang Xiu, tells the story
of Cao Cao, the Emperor of Wei of Three Kingdoms (220-280) period and his official Yang Xiu, one of his
most talented advisers. The personal tragedy of Yang Xiu, who distinguished himself by his extraordinary
intelligence and acumen, which also led to his final destruction, challenges us with the dilemma faced by
rulers in tolerating their prominent subordinates and, at the same time, making best use of their talents. A
retrospect on traditional Chinese culture and the fate of Chinese intellectuals, this overwhelming, historical
play has been highly acclaimed by experts and audience.

Local Drama. Shanghai Kunqu Opera Troupe: two newly written operas Longevity Hall and Pan Jinlian.

Longevity Hall depicts the love tragedy of an Emperor of Tang Dynasty and his concubine and uses the
original classical poetic, folk styles of the kunqu opera mixed with modern techniques that are.easy for the
audience to understand.

Pan Jinlian vividly expresses the inner world of the characters in the same manner that traditional opera
tells a story theatrically. _

The Beijing Quju Opera Troupe: a historical tragedy The Emperor Is But a Boy.

The Beijng quju opera is a form of singing' drama developed about 30 years ago. Compared with scores of
traditional Chinese musical theatre such as Peking opera, Sichuan opera, it is a young member of the opera
family. The music pattern of Beijing quju opera is derived from and inspired by popular tunes from ballad
singing in the north of China, notably a form of quyi called danxian. The natural singing, catchy melodies
and unique rhythm combine to make this new art form very popular. The great writer Lao She, an authority
on popular art forms in Beijing nameéd this new drama the Beijing quju opera. The quju opera has proved to
be specially suited for dealing with contemporary subjects or stories from the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911)
period. In the last 30-odd years, the Beijing quju Opera Troupe has staged more than 100 productions,
including such hits as Yang Naiwu and Xiao Baicai. The creation of The Emperor Is but a Boy, a tragic story
based on the unhappy marriage of the first Qing Dynasty Emperor who made Beijing his capital, is expected
to be an important step in the development of the Beijing quju opera. .
Participating Foreign Art Troupes. They include: The Bolshoi Theatre from the USSR, the Art Troupe of the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, the Jaffrey Ballet from the USA, and the Salisti di Vereto from
Italy.

With more than 200 years of history, the Grand National Model Theatre (the Bolshoi) enjoys worldwide
artistic acclaim. For years the Bolshoi has devoted itself to the study and assimilation of the finest elements
of artistic heritage, both from within the country and from abroad, gradually evolving a repertoire
characterized by lively content and unmatched dancing technique. The performances of the Bolshoi attest to
the reasons why the Soviet Union is the indisputable leader of world ballet.

The Art Troupe of the DPRK, a large art organization, was set up in 1971 under the concern of the Korean
people’s great leader Kim II Sung. Its mainstay is the Bloodsea Opera Troupe, owning over 50 People’s Artists,
People’s Actors and Meritorous Actors. Productions of the troupe have been awarded top prize by the
republic. The troupe has been to Asia, Europe, Africa and Latin America for performances that won it warm
acclaims. ]
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Rural Enterprises’ Exports Increase

hina’s rural enterprises are
Cfast becoming an impor-

tant source for export ear-
nings. Their exports in 1988
amounted to US$8.02 billion,
and accounted for 16.5 percent
of China’s export total. This
year’s export volume is expected
to reach US$9 billion according
to the latest statistics released by
the Rural Enterprises Adminis-
tration under the Ministry of
Agriculture.

The administration’s. Deputy
Director Zhang Yi said that
China’s rural enterprises have
registered a rapid increase in
their export in the past few
years. Between 1984 and
1988, their exports totalled
US$25 billion with an av-
erage annual increase of
more than 25 percent. The
target volume of US$8 bil-
lion set for 1990 had al-
ready been reached in
1988.

Rural enterprises have
also witnessed an increased
percentage in China’s total
export in terms of their
respective product line. In
1988, for example, their
garment exports accounted
for 39.04 percent, arts and
crafts 35 percent, chem-
icals 23.6 percent, silk 21.4
percent, machinery 16.2
percent, and light industri-
al products 19.34 percent.
In addition, their exports
of such commodities as
electric fans made up more
than 60 percent of China’s
total; and they processed
for foreign clients US$2.94
billion worth of materials,
which represented more
than 70 percent of the total
China processed or a 150
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percent increase from 1986.

Such a rapid increase is made
possible by the following factors:
flexible management, increased
variety of products, acceptance
of smaller orders, timely deliv-
ery, competitive prices and im-
proved reputation.

To further expand exports and
strengthen their co-operation
with foreign businessmeén, the
two Ministries of Agriculture
and Foreign Economic Relations
and Trade will host the Second
Export Commodities Exhibition
of China’s Rural Enterprises at
the China International Exhibi-

Wooden bowls produced by the Jiaowei Town,
Fujian Province, are popular with foreign customers.
In 1989, orders by foreign firms were worth 10 mil-
lion yuan.

GU XINSHENG |

tion Centre from September 23
to October 4 this year.

Representatives from all the
Chinese provinces, municipal-
ities and autonomous regions
will display more than 1,000
kinds of new and name-brand
products. Foreign enterprises
and trading companies will be
invited to attend and take the
opportunity for trade talks with
China.

To -date, China’s 40,000
export-oriented rural enterprises
have nearly 5 million employees.
Of these enterprises, 120 are ex-
port machinery and c¢lectronic
producers; 78 light indus-
trial and textile producers,
and 13,000 processing sup-
plied materials for for-
cign businessmen. Among
them, there are 250 US$1
million, 25 US$5 million

and 8 US$10 million ex-
~ porters. They export to
more than 100 countries
and regions the world over.

So far, these enterprises
have established with for-
eign firms 4,762 joint ven-
tures and co-operative en-
terprises which turn out an
annual total output value
of US$2.75 billion on
540,000 pieces of advanced
equipment imported from
abroad.

Presently, there are
about 1.6 million rural en-
t terprises in China with a
- gross annual output value
of 473.5 billion yuan, and
fixed and floating assets of
312.5 billion yuan. Their
export earnings are expect-
ed to be US$10 billion by

1990.
by Liu Jianjun
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Zhu Bangfu introduces his computer system

ZHAO XIAOCHUAN

Complete Chinese Character
Computer System Passed Appraisal

ter Input and Output Compu-

ter System, an achievement
experts are calling a break-
through in Chinese character pro-
cessing technology, was officially
approved in Beijing by the Aca-
demia Sinica in August.

The new technology was de-
veloped by Zhu Bangfu, a well-
known computer specialist from
Taiwan, and the Computer La-
boratory of the Shenzhen Science
and Technology Industrial Park
Corporation. Its manufacturing
cost is low and it can be used in
common microcomputers. Zhu is
the creator of Taiwan’s first com-
puter and the inventor of the
Cang Jie Chinese Character Input
Technology. He and the compu-
ter laboratory started working to-
gether in 1988 and have been
very successful in intergration
software technology.

Although work on the compu-
terization of Chinese characters
began more than ten years ago
both domestically and interna-
tionally, the technology is still
in its infant stage. In terms of
domestic technology, only about
6,000 to 7,000 Chinese characters

The Complete Chinese Charac-

48

can be stored and the data base
takes up a great amount of the
memory space. Due to its limited
number of characters, it can only
be used by small businesses. It
cannot meet the requirements of
libraries or banks or depart-
ments dealing with historical do-
cuments, historical books and
materials, household registration
and statistics. However, the com-
plete Chinese character imput
and output computer system

makes use of 25 letters of the
English alphabet, from A to Y,
to index 60,000 Chinese charac-
ter compounds. Altogther 6 mil-
lion characters can be stored. This
is the first time that such a
large number of Chinese charac-
ters have been coded in a logical
and accessible order, and that’s
why the new technology has been
named the “Complete Chinese
Character Input and Output Sys-
tem.”

The other feature of the system
is that it combines coding imput
and font production into one pro-
cess. In the 260k memory space, 6
million characters can be prod-
uced. The imut method is simple

' and easy to learn, and with a lit-

tle practice an operator can reach
professional levels.

In another breakthrough in in-
tegration software technology re-
search, scientists and technicians
at the computer laboratory have
been successful in programming
an ordinary computer to handle
several functions such as charac-
ter processing, chartography and
typesetting.

Zhou Guangzhao, president of
the Academia Sinica, said the
Complete Chinese Character
Computer System has great sig-
nificance in preserving and prom-
oting the best of traditional

Chinese culture.
by Wei Liming

Chinese Ballet Stars Win Awards in

Moscow

t the Sixth International
A Ballet Competition Moscow

in June, Chinese competi-
tors Wang Shan from the Central
Ballet Troupe and Li Yan from
Beijing Dance Academy won
third prize for their performances
in the pas de deux.

The International Ballet Com-
petition Moscow is among the
world’s top level ballet competi-
tions. This year a total of 104
dancers from 26 countries took
part in the competition, with 90
dancers competing in the pas de

deux. Wang Shan and Li Yan
won high praise from the audi-
ence for their charming presenta-
tions.

Wang Shan and her partner Xu
Gang performed the wedding pas
de deux from Coppelia in the first
round of the competition. Accom-
panied by classical French-style
music, the slender and pretty
Wan Shan devoted herself com-
pletely to the movements and
steps. Her graceful and elegant
style of darcing, the music and
the setting combined to make an
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artistic whole in which the
heroine, Swanilda, was viv-
idly portrayed. At the end
of their performance, ap-
plause exploded in the
theatre. Many judges shook
hands with Professor Xiao
Suhua, the Chinese judge
and a professor from the
Beijing Dance Academy,
to express their congratu-
lations. “This dancer had
good musical quality and
she knows how to dance,”
they said,“We feel that she
heeds every musical note
when she dances.” One cor-
respondent from the Soviet
Dance Magazine comment-
ed: “Your performance is
the best in this party. In
terms of ballet, you Chinese
are different from others,
that is, you have your own
delicate characteristics.”

In the second round, Wang '
Shan and Xu Gang performed
Sleeping Beauty and a modern
Chinese ballet entitled Lan Hu-
ahua. Xu Gang failed to qaulify
for the final. Wang Shan entered
the final but had low marks as a
result of losing too many points in
the modern ballet performance.
In the final competition, they pre-
sented Don Quixote. Their per-
fect co-ordination, highly diffi-
cult movements, correct interpre-
tation of the ballet and vivid por-
trayal of the heroine won high
praise from the judges and the
audience. Wang Shan won third
prize.

Li Yan, a beautiful dancer
from the Beijing Dance Acade-
my, also displayed her artistic po-
tential in the competition. In the
first round, she and her partner
Ou Lu performed a pas de deux
from the classical ballet Giselle
and entered the second round. In
the second round, she and Ou
Lu performed a movement from
Sleeping Beauty in which Li Yan
impressed the audience with her
light and graceful performance.

They won top marks for their

Wang
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Shan and Xu Gang in ‘Don Quixote.

ZHANG FUYONG

i modern piece The Last Moment.

In the final competition, Li Yan
won third prize for her excellent
performance of Le Corsaire. Ou
Lu, also from the Beijing Dance

|
|
|
|
|
i

Academy, was the second
prize winner at the Fifth Ja-
pan World Ballet Compe-
tition in Osaka and silver
medalist of the 12th Inter-
national Ballet Competition
Varna-Bulgaria. This time,
he came only as Li Yan’s
partner because he was over
the age limit. However, the
judges unanimously agreed
to give the best partner
award to him because of his
outstanding performance.

The Soviet audience who
are well known for their
love of ballet showed spe-
cial warmth towards the
Chinese dancers. Many peo-
ple waited outside the
theatre to present flowers to
them and ask for their auto-
graphs.

Of the 26 countries that
took part in the competition, only
the Soviet Union, China, Switzer-

land and Japan won awards.
by Chen Xiang

Ancient Mongolian Oral Epic Published

lengthy folk epic which has
Abeen handed down orally

for generations among the
Mongolian nationality has been
written down and published for
the first time in Beijing.

The publication of the epic,
“Jangar,” involved ten years of
collecting and editing. The writ-
ten version, in the Mongol lan-
guage, has about 100,000 lines
and is one of China’s three major
epics.

The other two are the Tibe-
tan and Mongolian nationalities’

“King Geser” and the Kirgiz peo- !

ple’s “Manass,” which is still
being edited.

Jangar tells the story of a po-
pular Mongolian folk hero called
Jangar, who wanted to create an
ideal country where there was no
poverty, no oppression and no
discrimination. To realize his
dream, he led 12 heroes, 32 gener-

als and 8,000 brave soldiers and
fought one battle after another to
drive away foreign invaders and
solve problems at home.

Among the 120,000 Mongolian
nomads living in the Xinjiang
Uygur Autonomous Region in
northwest China, there are many
people who can sing the whole of
the “Jangar” epic.

The epic also attracts many for-
eign scholars. Over the past cen-
tury, it has been published in
parts in many countries including
the Soviet Union, Federal Ger-
many and the People’s Republic
of Mongolia. Research papers on
“Jangar” have been published
and seminars have been held in
these countries, too.

To rescue this part of the
Mongolian cultural heritage, and
make it the common treasure of
both the Chinese and the people
of the world, Xinjiang organized
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special researchers to collect the
epic among the Mongolian people
living in the region.

Badai, chairman of the com-
mittee in charge of the work, told
Xinhua that he and his colleagues
visited about 100 “Jangar” sin-
gers, recorded their singing and
collected various forms and pre-
sentations, which altogether cons-
ist of 157 chapters.with 190,000

lines. After being edited, the first
two volumes of the epic have been
published by the People’s Pub-
lishing House of Xinjiang.

An exhibition featuring the re-
search of the “Jangar” epic was
shown last week in Beijing’s Na-

tionalities Cultural Palace and,

will soon move to Singapore and
Japan. o

China’s Biggest Dam in ‘Focus

ezhouba, the nation’s larg-
Gest dam, came to Beijing

last August in the form of
a photo exhibition at the China
Art Gallery.

The photo exhibition of the
Changjiang (Yangtze) River
dam, sponsored by the Ministry
of Water Resources, Ministry of
Energy Resources and the Xin-
hua News Agency, gave the first

The 9-outlet sluice gate with a maximum flow rate of 20,000

cubic metres per second.

S0

comprehensive view of the Ge-
zhouba project.

From over a thousand shots
that were taken of the dam’s con-
struction, more than 130 pictures
were selected that best record
the dam’s construction, natural
beauty and its great historical,
scientific and cultural value.

We can get a glimpse from
these pictures of the great diffi-

HUA Al

culties the Chinese had to over-
come before at last succeeding
in bringing the 2,600-metre high
dam on line.

Many of the pictures are in
themselves valuable historical
materials. On display are pic-
tures of the late Chairman Mao
Zedong and Premier Zhou Enlai
inspecting the project and shots
showing the dam’s official clos-
ing.

A number of photos offer a
panoramic view of the Gezhou-
ba project, capturing its gran-
deur and immensity and the un-
limited creativity of mankind.

“This (dam) isn’t merely a
technical success. It’s an accom-
plishment of a ‘Great Wall’ in
the water—a great work of man-
kind,” said one foreign friend at

the exhibition.
by Liu Jianjun

The No. 2 ship lock of the Gezr_vouba Dam in operation.
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Plum Blossom Under the Moonlight.

~ g =

Chinese Paintings
by Wang Chengxi

Wang Chengxi, bom in Weichuan County,
Henan Province in 1940, is deputy general
manager of the Yanjing Studio of Art and
Calligraphy in Beijing. He specializes in drawing
plum blossom, in addition to freehand brushwork
flower paintings. His work gives its audiences an
appreciation of the beautiful nature overflowing
with vigour and life.
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Know China Through Chinese Magazines

Our 1990 subscription campaign starts on
October 1, 1989, and runs to the end of
February 1990. Place your orders during the
campaign and receive a gift for every subscrip-
tion, new or renewal, to one of the following
magazines. Bring in other subscribers and get
our specially prepared souvenirs.

CHINA PICTORIAL, a richly illustrated
monthly in 17 languages—Chinese, English,
German, French, Spanish, Italian, Rusian,
Japanese, Swedish, Romanian, Arabic, Swa-
hili, Korean, Hindi, Thai, Urdu and Tibe-
tan.

" CHINA TODAY (formerly China Recon-
structs), a popular and comprehensive
monthly in English, French, German, Span-
ish, Portuguese and Arabic together with its
Chinese edition.

BEIJING REVIEW, a weekly on current affairs available in the English, French, Spanish, German and
Japanese languages.
CHINAFRIQUE, monthly in french, directed mainly to African countries.

PEOPLE’S CHINA, monthly in Japanese.

CHINESE LITERATURE, quarterly in English and French.

EL POPOLA CINIO, monthly in Esperanto.

NEXUS, CHINA IN FOCUS, non-government funded magazine of general interest. Quarterly in English,
monthly in Chinese.

WOMEN OF CHINA, monthly in English.

CHINA SPORTS, monthly in English.

CHINA SCREEN, quarterly in Chinese and English.

CHINA PHILATELY, bimonthly in English.

CHINA’S FOREIGN TRADE, monthly in Chinese, English, French and Spanish.
SHANGHAI PICTORIAL, bimonthly in Chinese and English.

SOCIAL SCIENCES IN CHINA, quarterly in English.

New Magazine—
CHINA’S TIBET, quarterly of general coverage on Tibet, Chinese edition.
ABSTRACTS OF CHINESE MEDICINE (INTERNAL MEDICINE ED), quarterly in English.

HOW TO ORDER:

Readers in China can order at the WAIWEN SHUDIAN (Foreign Language Bookstore, with branches in
all parts of the country). Readers in Hong Kong and Macao can order at the PEACE BOOK CO. LTD.,
Rm. 1502 Wing On House, 71 Des Voeux Road, Ceantral, Hong Kong.

Readers abroad can order at local bookstores or directly from our corporation.

China International Book Trading Corporation
21 Chegongzhuang Xilu, Beijing 100044, China
P.O. Box 399, Beijing, China

Tel: 8412027

Cable: CIBTC BEIJING

Telex: 22496 CIBTC CN

Fax: (01) 8412023
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