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C h i n a P r o t e s t s U S ' H u m a n R i g t i t s ' C t K i r g e s 

• C h i n a ' s F o r e i g n M i n i s l r y h a s s t r o n g l y p r o t e s t e d c h a r g e s 
a g a i n s t t h e C h i n e s e g o v e r n m e n t m a d e b y t h e U S g o v e r n m e n t 
i n i t s a n n u a l " H u m a n R i g h t s R e p o r t " ( p . 5 ) . 

H a s S o c i a l i s m F a i l e d I n C h i n a ? 

• T h e s e c o n d e s s a y o f a f o u r - p a r t s e r i e s e n t i t l e d " S o c i a h s m 
W i l l S a v e C h i n a " b y W e n D i a n a l y s e s t h e b a s i s o n w h i c h 
C h i n a b e g a n i t s s o c i a l i s t c o n s t r u c t i o n . T h e a u t h o r p o i n t s t o t h e 
succes s o f s o c i a l i s m i n C h i n a w h i c h a c h i e v e d a h i g h e r r a t e o f 
e c o n o m i c g r o w t h t h a n d i d m o s t o f t h e c a p i t a l i s t c o u n t r i e s 
( p . 1 9 ) . 

S t r o n g e r U n i t y A m o n g N a t i o n a l i t i e s 

• L a s t y e a r , as d i s t u r b a n c e s s h o o k s o m e p a r t s o f C h i n a , 
s t a b i l i t y w a s m a i n t a i n e d i n t h e m i n o r i t y a r e a s b e c a u s e o f t h e 
g o o d r e l a t i o n s a m o n g C h i n a ' s n a t i o n a l i t i e s . T h i s i s c h a r a c t e r ­
i z e d b y t h e e q u a l s t a t u s o f a l l n a t i o n a l i t i e s , t h e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n 
o f t h e s y s t e m o f r e g i o n a l n a t i o n a l a u t o n o m y a n d t h e e f f o r t t o 
b r i n g a b o u t a c o m m o n p r o s p e r i t y f o r a l l n a t i o n a l i t i e s . T h i s 
y e a r , f u r t h e r e f f o r t s w i l l b e m a d e t o p r e v e n t d i v i s i v e a c t i v i t i e s 
a n d t u r m o i l , s t r e n g t h e n t h e s o l i d a r i t y o f a l l e t h n i c g r o u p s a n d 
f i r m l y s a f e g u a r d t h e u n i f i c a t i o n o f t h e c o u n t r y a n d t h e s t a b i l ­
i t y o f m i n o r i t y r e g i o n s ( p . 4 ) . 

Y a w n i n g N o r t h - S o u t h G a p a G l o b a l C o n c e r n 

• T h e c o n t i n u o u s p o l a r i z a t i o n b e t w e e n t h e d e v e l o p e d a n d 
d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s h a s b e c o m e a g l o b a l p r o b l e m a f f e c t i n g 
t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e w o r l d e c o n o m y a s w e l l as w o r l d p e a c e 
a n d s t a b i l i t y . A s a l l n a t i o n s a r e i n t e r d e p e n d e n t i n c o n t e m p o r ­
a r y w o r l d e c o n o m i c a c t i v i t i e s , d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s s h o u l d 
m a k e g r e a t e r e f f o r t s t o h e l p t h i r d w o r l d n a t i o n s o v e r c o m e 
t h e i r e c o n o m i c d i f f i c u l t i e s s o t h a t b a l a n c e d d e v e l o p m e n t c a n 
b e m a i n t a i n e d ( p . 1 1 ) . 

D i l i g e n t W o m e n J u d g e s 

• A s t h e C h i n e s e s a y i n g g o e s , w o m e n a r e s t r o n g e n o u g h t o 
h o l d u p h a l f t h e s k y . T r u e t o t h e s p i r i t , w o m e n j u d g e s h a v e 
p r o v e d t h e m s e l v e s t o b e h a r d - w o r k i n g a n d c o m p e t e n t p r o f e s ­
s i o n a l s o f t h e j u d i c i a r y ( p . 2 5 ) . 
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NOTES F R O M T H E E D I T O R S 

S t r e n g t h e n i n g N a t i o n a l i t y U n i t y 

I n 1 9 8 9 , a l t h o u g h t h e r e w a s t u r m o i l i n s o m e 
a r e a s i n C h i n a a n d a d i s t u r b a n c e a n d c o u n t e r ­
r e v o l u t i o n a r y r e b e l l i o n i n B e i j i n g , m o s t m i n o r i t y 

n a t i o n a l i t y a r e a s r e m a i n e d s t a b l e a s t h e n o r m a l s o ­
c i a l o r d e r p r e v a i l e d . S o c i a l i s t n a t i o n a l i t y r e l a t i o n s o f 
e q u a l i t y , u n i t y a n d m u t u a l h e l p w e r e t h u s f u r t h e r 
c o n s o l i d a t e d a n d d e v e l o p e d . I n t h e a u t o n o m o u s r e ­
g i o n s o f I n n e r M o n g o l i a , X i n j i a n g , N i n g x i a , G u a n g x i 
a n d T i b e t , a n d i n Y u n n a n , G u i z h o u a n d Q i n g h a i 
p r o v i n c e s , a l l o f w h i c h h a v e a l a r g e e t h n i c m i n o r i t y 
p o p u l a t i o n , b u s i n e s s w e n t o n as u s u a l . T h e t o t a l v a l u e 
o f i n d u s t r i a l a n d a g r i c u l t u r a l o u t p u t i n c r e a s e d 7 . 6 
p e r c e n t o v e r 1 9 8 8 , t h e p r o p o r t i o n a t e v a l u e o f i n d u s t r i ­
a l o u t p u t r o s e b y 0 . 2 p e r c e n t a g e p o i n t s , a n d t h e v a l u e 
o f t o t a l r e t a i l s a l e s b y 2 . 8 p e r c e n t . 

T h e r e a r e g o o d r e a s o n s f o r t h e s t a b i l i t y o f C h i n a ' s 
m i n o r i t y n a t i o n a l i t i e s a n d t h e i r a b i l i t y t o w i t h s t a n d 
s e v e r e t e s t s . H i s t o r i c a l l y , C h i n a h a s b e e n a u n i t e d 
c o u n t r y f o r s e v e r a l c e n t u r i e s . T h a n k s t o t h e c l o s e 
p o l i t i c a l , e c o n o m i c a n d c u l t u r a l t i e s b e t w e e n t h e H a n 
n a t i o n a l i t y , t h e m a j o r i t y o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n , a n d t h e 
v a r i o u s o t h e r e t h n i c g r o u p s , v e r y f e w e t h n i c m i n o r i ­
t i e s l i v e i n i s o l a t e d c o m p a c t c o m m u n i t i e s . T h i s i s t h e 
l o n g t e r m , s o l i d h i s t o r i c a l b a s e b y w h i c h t h e n a t i o n 
m a i n t a i n s i t s u n i t y a n d t h e v a r i o u s n a t i o n a l i t i e s l i v e 
i n h a r m o n y . 

M o r e o v e r , f o r m o r e t h a n a c e n t u r y , t h e v a r i o u s 
n a t i o n a l i t i e s s u f f e r e d f r o m t h e c o m m o n t r a g e d y o f 
i m p e r i a l i s t a g g r e s s i o n , o p p r e s s i o n a n d e x p l o i t a t i o n . 
T h i s h i s t o r y o f r e s i s t a n c e t o f o r e i g n i n t e r f e r e n c e a n d 
o p p r e s s i o n e n g e n d e r e d m u t u a l a s s i s t a n c e a m o n g n a ­
t i o n a l i t i e s a n d t h e s h a r i n g o f w e a l a n d w o e i n t i m e s 
o f a d v e r s i t y ; t h e i r c o m m o n r e v o l u t i o n a r y s t r u g g l e f o r 
l i b e r a t i o n e n o r m o u s l y s t r e n g t h e n e d t h e c o h e s i o n o f 
t h e C h i n e s e p e o p l e o f a l l n a t i o n a l i t i e s . 

O v e r t h e p a s t 4 0 y e a r s , t h e C h i n e s e C o m m u n i s t 
P a r t y , b y c o m b i n i n g t h e b a s i c M a r x i s t t h e o r y o n 
n a t i o n a l i t i e s w i t h C h i n a ' s a c t u a l c o n d i t i o n s , h a s d e ­
v e l o p e d d i s t i n c t l y C h i n e s e m e t h o d s f o r r e s o l v i n g a n y 
q u e s t i o n s r e g a r d i n g t h e n a t i o n ' s m i n o r i t y n a t i o n a l i t y 
p o p u l a t i o n . T h e m o s t p r o m i n e n t c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f t h e 
C h i n e s e a p p r o a c h a r e t h e f o l l o w i n g : 

— T h e v a r i o u s n a t i o n a l i t i e s , w i t h o u t e x c e p t i o n , a r e 
c o n s i d e r e d e q u a l , r e g a r d l e s s o f t h e s i z e o f t h e p o p u l a ­
t i o n o r t h e i r s t a g e o f s o c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t . O n t h i s 
b a s i s , m u t u a l r e s p e c t , m u t u a l e m u l a t i o n a n d m u t u a l 
a i d a m o n g n a t i o n a l i t i e s a r e e n c o u r a g e d . T h i s k i n d o f \ 
r e l a t i o n s h i p l a y s a s o l i d , p o l i t i c a l f o u n d a t i o n f o r n a ­
t i o n a l i t y u n i t y . 

— P r o c e e d i n g f r o m C h i n a ' s p a s t a n d p r e s e n t c o n d i ­
t i o n s , a n d b y p r o p e r l y i n t e g r a t i n g t h e p o l i t i c a l a n d 

by An Zhiguo 

e c o n o m i c f a c t o r s f o r e a c h n a t i o n a l i t y a n d r e g i o n , 
C h i n a i n t r o d u c e s a s y s t e m o f r e g i o n a l n a t i o n a l a u t o n ­
o m y . C u r r e n t l y , t h e r e a r e 5 5 e t h n i c g r o u p s i n 157 
n a t i o n a l a u t o n o m o u s a r e a s , e m b r a c i n g 6 0 m i l l i o n o u t 
o f a t o t a l 8 0 m i l l i o n p e o p l e o f n a t i o n a l m i n o r i t i e s , a n d 
a c o n t i n g e n t o f m o r e t h a n 1.8 m i l l i o n P a r t y o r g o v e r n ­
m e n t f u n c t i o n a r i e s o f v a r i o u s m i n o r i t y e t h n i c b a c k ­
g r o u n d s . 

— E t h n i c u n i t y i s c l o s e l y t i e d t o t h e s o c i a l a n d 
e c o n o m i c p r o g r e s s w i t h i n t h e m i n o r i t y n a t i o n a l i t y 
c o m m u n i t y . E n e r g e t i c e f f o r t s a r e m a d e t o d e v e l o p t h e 
e c o n o m y , e d u c a t i o n , s c i e n c e , t e c h n o l o g y , a n d c u l t u r e 
f o r m i n o r i t y n a t i o n a l i t i e s , s o as t o b r i n g a b o u t c o m ­
m o n p r o s p e r i t y a n d i m p r o v e t h e q u a l i t y o f m i n o r i t y 
p e o p l e s . C o m p a r e d w i t h 1 9 4 9 , t h e 1 9 8 8 t o t a l v a l u e o f 
i n d u s t r i a l a n d a g r i c u l t u r a l o u t p u t o f t h e n a t i o n a l 
a u t o n o m o u s a r e a s h a d i n c r e a s e d 2 0 . 5 t i m e s . 

T h e s e s t e p s a r e i n a c c o r d w i t h t h e w i l l o f t h e 
m i n o r i t y p e o p l e s a n d s t r e n g t h e n n a t i o n a l s o l i d a r i t y . 

D e s p i t e p r o g r e s s i n t h e p a s t t e n y e a r s o f r e f o r m a n d 
o p e n i n g , s o m e p r o b l e m s i n m i n o r i t y n a t i o n a l i t y a r e a s 
n e e d t o b e a d d r e s s e d . E c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t i n m i ­
n o r i t y a r e a s s t i l l l a g s b e h i n d t h e n a t i o n ' s a v e r a g e 
g r o w t h r a t e ; h o s t i l e f o r c e s , b o t h d o m e s t i c a n d f o r e i g n , 
c o n t i n u e t o b e e n g a g e d i n d i v i s i v e a c t i v i t i e s a n d h a v e 
r e p e a t e d l y c r e a t e d d i s t u r b a n c e s i n L h a s a , f a b r i c a t i n g 
r u m o u r s a b o u t e v e n t s t h e r e t o m i s l e a d t h e p u b l i c ; i n 
t h e p r o c e s s o f r e f o r m , s o m e p o l i c i e s , l a w s a n d r e g u l a ­
t i o n s d i d n o t a d e q u a t e l y e m b o d y t h e p a r t i c u l a r n e e d s 
o f t h e m i n o r i t y a r e a s ; a n d , i n d e v e l o p i n g r e s o u r c e s 
l o c a t e d i n m i n o r i t y a r e a s , i n s u f f i c i e n t a t t e n t i o n h a s 
b e e n p a i d t o t h e b e n e f i t s t o b e g a i n e d l o c a l l y b y t h e 
m i n o r i t y p e o p l e s . 

T h i s y e a r , t h e c a d r e s a n d m a s s e s o f v a r i o u s n a t i o n ­
a l i t i e s w i l l c o n t i n u e t o t a k e a c l e a r - c u t s t a n d a g a i n s t 
d i v i s i v e a c t i v i t i e s a n d t u r m o i l ; t h e y w i l l s t a n d f o r 
e n h a n c e d s o l i d a r i t y a m o n g t h e n a t i o n a l i t i e s , u n i t y o f 
t h e m o t h e r l a n d a n d s t a b i l i t y o f m i n o r i t y a r e a s . T h e 
v a r i o u s m i n o r i t y a r e a s w i l l c o n t i n u e t o i m p r o v e a n d 
r e c t i f y t h e e c o n o m y a n d d e e p e n t h e r e f o r m s o as t o 
q u i c k e n e c o n o m i c a n d " S o c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t . I n o r d e r t o 
f u r t h e r i m p l e m e n t t h e l a w o f r e g i o n a l n a t i o n a l a u t o n ­
o m y , C h i n a w i l l g r a d u a l l y d r a w u p d e t a i l e d r u l e s f o r 
t h i s p u r p o s e . A p r o p e r b a l a n c e w i l l b e s t r u c k b e t w e e n 
t h e n e e d t o e x p l o i t n a t i o n a l r e s o u r c e s a n d t o p r o v i d e 

i l o c a l e c o n o m i c b e n e f i t s . O n t h i s b a s i s , C h i n a ' s m i n o r ­
i t y r e g i o n s a n d g r o u p s w i l l s u r e l y c o n t i n u e t o m a k e 
n e w c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o t h e c o u n t r y ' s m o d e r n i z a t i o n a n d 
t o t h e f u r t h e r c o n s o l i d a t i o n o f t h e n a t i o n ' s s t a b i l i t y 
a n d u n i t y . • 
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E V E N T S / T R E N D S 

The 12th Session of the Seventh National People's Congress Standing Committee 
sets the agenda for the Seventh NPC Third Plenary Session, scheduled for March 
20. CUIBAOLIN 

NPC Standing Committee IVleets 

Ex a m i n a t i o n a n d d i s c u s s i o n 
o f a g o v e r n m e n t w o r k r e ­
p o r t b y C h i n e s e P r e m i e r 

L i P e n g w i l l b e h i g h o n t h e a g e n ­
d a o f t h e T h i r d S e s s i o n o f t h e 
S e v e n t h N a t i o n a l P e o p l e ' s C o n ­
g r e s s ( N P C ) , s c h e d u l e d t o c o n ­
v e n e i n B e i j i n g o n M a r c h 2 0 . 

T h e a g e n d a w a s p r o p o s e d d u r ­
i n g a f i v e - d a y 1 2 t h s e s s i o n o f t h e 
S e v e n t h N P C S t a n d i n g C o m m i t ­
t e e o n F e b r u a r y 1 9 - 2 3 . 

O t h e r i t e m s f o r e x a m i n a t i o n 
a n d a p p r o v a l a t t h e f o r t h c o m i n g 
N P C p l e n u m i n c l u d e a r e p o r t o n 
t h e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f t h e p l a n 
f o r e c o n o m i c a n d s o c i a l d e v e l ­
o p m e n t i n 1 9 8 9 a n d a p l a n f o r 
1 9 9 0 ; a r e p o r t o n t h e i m p l e m e n ­
t a t i o n o f t h e 1 9 8 9 s t a t e b u d g e t 
a n d a b u d g e t f o r 1 9 9 0 ; t h e d r a f t 
o f t h e b a s i c l a w o f t h e H o n g 
K o n g S p e c i a l A d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
R e g i o n a n d t w o r e l a t e d d o ­
c u m e n t s o n t h e f l a g a n d e m b l e m 
o f t h e r e g i o n , a n d t h e _ A m e n d ­
m e n t s t o t h e C h i n e s e - F o r e i g n 
E q u i t y J o i n t V e n t u r e L a w . 

R e p o r t s o n t h e w o r k o f t h e 
N P C S t a n d i n g C o m m i t t e e , t h e 
S u p r e m e P e o p l e ' s C o u r t a n d t h e 

S u p r e m e P e o p l e ' s P r o c u r a t o r a t e 
w i l l a l s o b e d i s c u s s e d a n d e x a m ­
i n e d . 

D u r i n g t h e S e v e n t h N P C 
S t a n d i n g C o m m i t t e e ' s 1 2 t h S e s ­
s i o n , J i P e n g f e i , c h a i r m a n o f t h e 
H o n g K o n g S p e c i a l A d m i n i s t r a ­
t i v e R e g i o n B a s i c L a w D r a f t i n g 
C o m m i t t e e , e x p l a i n e d r e v i s i o n s 
t o t h e d r a f t o f t h e b a s i c l a w . 

J i s u g g e s t e d t h e d r a f t b a s i c 
l a w b e s u b m i t t e d t o t h e N P C 
p l e n a r y s e s s i o n f o r f u r t h e r d e l i ­
b e r a t i o n . 

S u n W a n z h o n g , d i r e c t o r o f t h e 
L e g i s l a t i v e A f f a i r s B u r e a u u n ­
d e r t h e S t a t e C o u n c i l , r e p o r t e d 
o n a d r a f t l a w o n t h e n a t i o n a l 
f l a g o f t h e P e o p l e ' s R e p u b l i c o f 
C h i n a , a n d M i n i s t e r o f R a i l w a y s 
L i S e n m a o e x p l a i n e d a d r a f t l a w 
o n r a i l w a y s . 

S u n s a i d C h i n a ' s n a t i o n a l f l a g 
l a w w a s i n t e n d e d t o s a f e g u a r d 
s t a t e s o v e r e i g n t y a n d n a t i o n a l 
d i g n i t y , a n d t o e n c o u r a g e p a t r i o ­
t i s m . 

A t t h e c o n c l u s i o n o f t h e s e s ­
s i o n , t h e m e m b e r s a p p r o v e d a 
l a w o n t h e p r o t e c t i o n o f m i l i t a r y 
i n s t a l l a t i o n s , t h e f i r s t p i e c e o f 

l e g i s l a t i o n o f i t s k i n d s i n c e N e w 
C h i n a w a s f o u n d e d i n 1 9 4 9 . I t 
s t i p u l a t e d t h a t p r o h i b i t e d z o n e s 
f o r m i l i t a r y u s e a n d a r e a s u n d e r 
m i l i t a r y c o n t r o l w o u l d b e d e s i g ­
n a t e d t o c o i n c i d e w i t h t h e n a t u r e 
a n d r o l e o f t h e i n s t a l l a t i o n s . 

T h e N P C S t a n d i n g C o m m i t ­
t e e a l s o c o n f i r m e d 1 4 p e o p l e , i n ­
c l u d i n g t h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y ' s 
G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y J i a n g Z e m i n , 
a s d e p u t i e s t o t h e N a t i o n a l P e o ­
p l e ' s C o n g r e s s . • 

US 'Human Rights' 
Charges Protested 

Ch i n a ' s M i n i s t r y o f F o r e i g n 
A f f a i r s h a s l o d g e d a s t r o n g 
p r o t e s t w i t h t h e U S g o v ­

e r n m e n t f o r i t s c h a r g e s a g a i n s t 
t h e C h i n e s e g o v e r n m e n t i n i t s 
a n n u a l " h u m a n r i g h t s " r e p o r t . 

O n F e b r u a r y 2 2 , t h e C h i n e s e 
a m b a s s a d o r t o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , 
Z h u Q i z h e n , s e n t a s t a t e m e n t o n 
t h e r e p o r t , e n t i t l e d Country Re­
ports on Human Rights Practices 
for 1989, t o R o b e r t K i m m i t t , 
U S U n d e r - S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r 
P o l i t i c a l A f f a i r s . 

T h e s t a t e m e n t s a i d t h e U S 
S t a t e D e p a r t m e n t ' s r e p o r t , b a s e d 
o n r u m o u r s a n d l i e s , m a d e 
g r o u n d l e s s c h a r g e s a g a i n s t t h e 
C h i n e s e g o v e r n m e n t u n d e r t h e 
p r e t e x t o f " h u m a n r i g h t s p r o b ­
l e m s . " 

" T h e C h i n e s e g o v e r n m e n t a n d 
p e o p l e e x p r e s s t h e i r u t m o s t i n ­
d i g n a t i o n a t t h i s a c t w h i c h v i o ­
l a t e s t h e b a s i c n o r m s g o v e r n i n g 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s , g r o s s l y 
i n t e r f e r e s i n C h i n a ' s i n t e r n a l a f ­
f a i r s a n d s e r i o u s l y e n c r o a c h e s 
u p o n i t s s o v e r e i g n t y , " t h e s t a t e ­
m e n t s a i d . 

I t d e n o u n c e d c e r t a i n a n t i -
C h i n a f o r c e s i n t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s f o r d e e p i n v o l v e m e n t i n 
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t h e c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y r e b e l ­
l i o n i n B e i j i n g l a s t J u n e , as w e l l 
as t h e U S g o v e r n m e n t f o r h a v ­
i n g t a k e n t h e l e a d i n i m p o s i n g 
s a n c t i o n s a g a i n s t C h i n a . 

" E v e n t o d a y , w h e n t h e t r u t h 
h a s b e c o m e k n o w n t o a l l , i t i s 
a g a i n t h e U S g o v e r n m e n t t h a t 
h a s f l a g r a n t l y v i l i f i e d t h e 
C h i n e s e l e a d e r s b y i n s i s t i n g o n 
p u t t i n g t o g e t h e r gues se s a n d r u ­
m o u r s i n i t s ' h u m a n r i g h t s ' r e ­
p o r t , " t h e s t a t e m e n t s a i d . 

" T h e r e p e a t e d a c t s o f g r o s s ­
l y i n t e r f e r i n g i n C h i n a ' s i n t e r ­
n a l a f f a i r s b y t h e U S g o v e r n ­
m e n t a r e b u t a m a n i f e s t a t i o n 
o f o u t - a n d - o u t h e g e m o n i s m a n d 
p o w e r p o l i t i c s , " t h e s t a t e m e n t 
s a i d . 

I t p o i n t e d o u t t h a t t h e r e c e n t 
a r m e d i n v a s i o n o f P a n a m a b y 
U S t r o o p s s e v e r e l y v i o l a t e d i n ­
t e r n a t i o n a l l a w a n d t h e i n d e ­
p e n d e n c e , s o v e r e i g n t y a n d t e r r i ­
t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y o f P a n a m a . A n d 
i t a r b i t r a r i l y e n c r o a c h e d u p o n 
a n d d e n i e d t h e P a n a m a n i a n p e o ­
p l e ' s r i g h t s t o t h e e x e r c i s e o f 
t h e i r s o v e r e i g n t y a n d f r e e d e c i ­
s i o n f o r t h e i r o w n f u t u r e , t h e 
s t a t e m e n t s a i d . 

W h i l e t a l k i n g a b o u t h u m a n 
r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n s i n o t h e r c o u n ­
t r i e s , t h e s t a t e m e n t a d d e d , t h e 
U S g o v e r n m e n t v i o l a t e d h u m a n 
r i g h t s i t s e l f . 

T h e C h i n e s e p e o p l e w i l l n e v e r 
y i e l d t o a n y f o r e i g n p r e s s u r e a n d 
t h e y a r e " f i r m l y r e s o l v e d t o t a k e 
t h e r o a d t h e y h a v e c h o s e n f o r 
t h e m s e l v e s , " t h e s t a t e m e n t c o n ­
t i n u e d . N o c o u n t r y , i t a d d e d , i s 
i n a p o s i t i o n t o d e n y t h e C h i n e s e 
p e o p l e s u c h a r i g h t . 

C h i n a w i l l n o t i n t e r f e r e i n t h e 
i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s o f o t h e r c o u n ­
t r i e s , n o r w i l l i t , o n a n y a c c o u n t , 
t o l e r a t e a n y i n t e r f e r e n c e i n i t s 
i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s b y o t h e r c o u n ­
t r i e s , t h e s t a t e m e n t s a i d . 

A t a m e e t i n g w i t h K i m m i t t , 
Z h u s t r e s s e d t h a t s i n c e l a s t J u n e 
t h e U S g o v e r n m e n t , u s i n g t h e 
" s e p a r a t i o n o f t h e e x e c u t i v e , l e g ­
i s l a t i v e a n d j u d i c i a l p o w e r s " as 

a n e x c u s e , h a s o f t e n t r i e d t o 
s h i r k i t s d u e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r 
a c t i o n s t a k e n b y s o m e A m e r i c a n 
c o n g r e s s m e m b e r s t o u n d e r m i n e 
S i n o - U S r e l a t i o n s . 

B u t t h i s t i m e , Z h u s a i d , t h e 
U S g o v e r n m e n t i t s e l f h a s s e v e r e ­
l y d a m a g e d S i n o - U S r e l a t i o n s b y 
i n s i s t i n g o n s l a n d e r i n g a n d a t ­
t a c k i n g t h e C h i n e s e g o v e r n m e n t 
a n d l e a d e r s i n i t s " h u m a n r i g h t s " 
r e p o r t . 

H e n o t e d t h a t S i n o - U S r e l a ­
t i o n s c a n o n l y b e b a s e d o n t h e 
p r i n c i p l e s g u i d i n g t h e r e l a t i o n s 
b e t w e e n t h e t w o c o u n t r i e s as a f ­
f i r m e d b y t h e S i n o - U S j o i n t 
c o m m u n i q u e s , e s p e c i a l l y t h e 
p r i n c i p l e s o f m u t u a l r e s p e c t f o r 
s o v e r e i g n t y a n d t e r r i t o r i a l i n ­
t e g r i t y a n d n o n - i n t e r f e r e n c e i n 
e a c h o t h e r ' s i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s . 

T h e C h i n e s e g o v e r n m e n t 
u r g e s t h e U S g o v e r n m e n t t o 
h o n o u r i t s w o r d s w i t h d e e d s a n d 
m a k e e f f o r t s t o p u t b i l a t e r a l r e ­
l a t i o n s b a c k o n t h e n o r m a l t r a c k 
as s o o n as p o s s i b l e . O t h e r w i s e , 
t h e a m b a s s a d o r s a i d , t h e U S 
g o v e r n m e n t w i l l b e r e s p o n s i b l e 
f o r a l l s e r i o u s c o n s e q u e n c e s t h a t 
m a y a r i s e . • 

Draft Hong Kong 
Basic Law Hailed 

r • i h e d r a f t l a w o n t h e H o n g 
I K o n g S p e c i a l A d m i n i s t r a -

t i v e R e g i o n h a s w o n h i g h 
p r a i s e b o t h i n H o n g K o n g a n d 
o n t h e m a i n l a n d s i n c e i t w a s a p ­
p r o v e d F e b r u a r y 1 6 a t t h e d r a f t ­
i n g c o m m i t t e e ' s p l e n u m h e l d i n 
B e i j i n g . 

T h e d r a f t f u l l y r e f l e c t e d t h e 
c o n c e p t o f " o n e c o u n t r y , t w o sys ­
t e m s , " a n d t h e r e f o r e w a s a l e ­
g a l d o c u m e n t " w i t h g r e a t h i s ­
t o r i c s i g n i f i c a n c e a n d w o r l d i m ­
p a c t , " s a i d Y i M e i h o u , a m e m ­

b e r o f t h e N a t i o n a l P e o p l e ' s 
C o n g r e s s S t a n d i n g C o m m i t t e e . 

A n o t h e r m e m b e r , H e Y i n g , 
s a i d t h e d r a f t l a w w a s i n l i n e 
w i t h C h i n a ' s n a t i o n a l s i t u a t i o n , 
i t s C o n s t i t u t i o n , a n d t h e c o m ­
m o n i n t e r e s t a n d w i l l o f c o m p a ­
t r i o t s i n H o n g K o n g , M a c a o a n d 
T a i w a n a n d a l l C h i n e s e b o t h a t 
h o m e a n d a b r o a d . 

A r e p o r t f r o m H o n g K o n g 
q u o t e d L i a n g S i e n , c h a i r m a n o f 
t h e 9 0 - y e a r - o l d C h i n e s e G e n e r a l 
C h a m b e r o f C o m m e r c e i n H o n g 
K o n g , as s a y i n g t h e f i n a l v e r s i o n 
o f t h e d r a f t l a w c o n f o r m e d t o 
t h e s p i r i t o f t h e S i n o - B r i t i s h 
j o i n t d e c l a r a t i o n a n d w a s a c c e p t ­
a b l e t o h i s c h a m b e r . 

L i a n g m a d e h i s r e m a r k s a t a 
l u n c h e o n h o s t e d b y t h e c h a m b e r 
i n h o n o u r o f Z h o u N a n , t h e n e w 
d i r e c t o r o f t h e X i n h u a N e w s 
A g e n c y H o n g K o n g B r a n c h . 

L i a n g s a i d h e b e l i e v e s t h e b a s ­
i c l a w , w h i c h i s t o b e f i n a l l y 
e n d o r s e d b y t h e N P C p l e n ­
a r y s e s s i o n s c h e d u l e d f o r l a t e 
M a r c h , w i l l b e a c c e p t e d b y H o n g 
K o n g p e o p l e f r o m a l l w a l k s o f 
l i f e . 

E l e v e n l e a d i n g m e m b e r s i n i n ­
d u s t r y , c o m m e r c e , a n d e d u c a ­
t i o n a n d l a b o u r o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n 
H o n g K o n g t o l d t h e l o c a l 
C h i n e s e n e w s p a p e r Ta Kung Pao 
t h a t t h e y w e r e s a t i s f i e d w i t h t h e 
f i n a l v e r s i o n o f H o n g K o n g ' s f u ­
t u r e c o n s t i t u t i o n . I t t o o k m o r e 
t h a n f o u r y e a r s f o r H o n g K o n g 
a n d m a i n l a n d d r a f t e r s t o c o m ­
p l e t e t h e d r a f t . 

S z e t o F a i , h o n o u r a r y p r e s i ­
d e n t o f t h e C h i n e s e M a n u f a c t u r ­
e r s ' A s s o c i a t i o n o f H o n g K o n g , 
s a i d t h e b a s i c l a w h a s s t i p u l a t e d 
2 0 d i r e c t l y e l e c t e d sea t s i n 1 9 9 7 . 
T h i s c o n f o r m s t o t h e p a c e o f d e ­
m o c r a t i c d e v e l o p m e n t a n d h a s 
t a k e n i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n t h e 
p r i n c i p l e o f a d v a n c i n g i n p r o p e r 
o r d e r , h e s a i d . 

Wen Wei Po, a n o t h e r l o c a l 
C h i n e s e d a i l y n e w s p a p e r , s a i d 
t h a t m a n y l e a d i n g f i g u r e s f r o m 
r e l i g i o u s , i n d u s t r i a l a n d p o l i t i c a l 
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f i e l d s i n H o n g K o n g b e l i e v e t h e 
b a s i c l a w p r o v i s i o n s b a s i c a l l y r e ­
f l e c t t h e o p i n i o n s o f t h e o v e r ­
w h e l m i n g m a j o r i t y o f t h e H o n g 
K o n g p e o p l e a n d o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

T h e y u r g e d t h e l o c a l p e o p l e 
t o a v o i d g e t t i n g b o g g e d d o w n i n 
e n d l e s s d e b a t e s a n d t o e a r n e s t l y 
s t u d y h o w t o i m p l e m e n t t h e b a s ­
i c l a w . 

S o m e o f t h e m s a i d i t i s r i d i c u ­
l o u s t o a l l e g e t h a t t h e b a s i c l a w 
" h a s s o l d o u t H o n g K o n g p e o ­
p l e ' s i n t e r e s t s . " 

B o t h n e w s p a p e r s c a r r i e d e d i t o ­
r i a l s , u r g i n g t h e l o c a l p e o p l e t o 
p u t a s i d e t h e i r d i f f e r e n c e s a n d 
w h o l e h e a r t e d l y b u i l d H o n g 
K o n g . • 

Putting Leaderstiip 
In Reliable Hands 

Le a d i n g b o d i e s o f t h e P a r t y 
a n d g o v e r n m e n t a t a l l l e v ­
e l s s h o u l d b e s t r e n g t h e n e d 

t o g u a r a n t e e t h a t p o l i t i c a l p o w e r 
be p l a c e d f i r m l y i n t h e h a n d s o f 
p e o p l e l o y a l t o M a r x i s m . T h i s 
w a s t h e c o n s e n s u s a t a f o u r - d a y 
n a t i o n a l m e e t i n g o f h e a d s o f 
t h e P a r t y ' s o r g a n i z a t i o n d e p a r t ­
m e n t s o f t h e v a r i o u s p r o v i n c e s , 
a u t o m o n o u s r e g i o n s a n d m u n i c i ­
p a l i t i e s . 

T h e m e e t i n g , w h i c h e n d e d i n 
B e i j i n g o n F e b r u a r y 1 9 , e m p h a s ­
i z e d t h a t t h e k e y t o P a r t y b u i l d ­
i n g d e p e n d e d o n t h e b u i l d i n g o f 
t h e l e a d i n g b o d i e s . 

L u F e n g , h e a d o f t h e O r g a n i ­
z a t i o n D e p a r t m e n t o f t h e P a r t y 
C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e , s a i d i t w a s 
i m p o r t a n t t o se l ec t t h o s e w h o a r e 
s o u n d p o l i t i c a l l y , m o r a l l y a n d 
p r o f e s s i o n a l l y f o r l e a d e r s h i p 
r o l e s i n t h e P a r t y ' s l e a d i n g b o d ­
ies . 

I n t e s t i n g a n d j u d g i n g a c a d r e 
t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t c o n s i d e r ­

a t i o n s , L u s a i d , i n c l u d e d h i s p e r ­
f o r m a n c e i n i m p l e m e n t i n g t h e 
P a r t y ' s b a s i c l i n e ; i n a d h e r e n c e 
t o t h e f o u r c a r d i n a l p r i n c i p l e s 
o f " u p h o l d i n g t h e s o c i a l i s t r o a d , 
t h e l e a d e r s h i p o f t h e P a r t y , t h e 
p e o p l e ' s d e m o c r a t i c d i c t a t o r s h i p 
a n d M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m a n d 
M a o Z e d o n g T h o u g h t ; " i n c a r ­
r y i n g o u t r e f o r m a n d t h e o p e n 
p o l i c y ; i n f i g h t i n g b o u r g e o i s l i b ­
e r a l i z a t i o n a n d b u i l d i n g a c l e a n 
g o v e r n m e n t a n d s e r v i n g t h e p e o ­
p l e w h o l e h e a r t e d l y . 

M a j o r P a r t y l e a d e r s s h o u l d be 
c a p a b l e o f o r g a n i z a t i o n a l w o r k 
a n d g o o d a t u s i n g a n d u n i t i n g 
o t h e r s , h e s a i d . T h e y m u s t a l s o 
be p o l i t i c a l l y s t r o n g w i t h c l e a r -
c u t a t t i t u d e s . 

S p e a k i n g o f t h e p r e s e n t l e a d ­
i n g P a r t y b o d i e s , L u s a i d t h a t 
m o s t o f t h e m w e r e g o o d , b u t a 
f e w o f t h e m s t i l l h a d p r o b l e m s 
w i t h i d e o l o g i c a l w o r k . 

T h o s e p r o b l e m s s h o w e d u p i n 
f i v e a r e a s , h e s a i d : 

— S o m e . c a d r e s w e r e n o t w e l l -
v e r s e d i n M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m 
a n d M a o Z e d o n g T h o u g h t ; 

— S o m e l e a d i n g m e m b e r s a r e 
g i v e n t o a b u s i n g t h e i r p o w e r a n d 
p o s i t i o n s f o r p e r s o n a l g a i n s , t o 
t h e g r e a t r e s e n t m e n t o f t h e 
p u b l i c ; 

— S o m e P a r t y a n d g o v e r n ­
m e n t f u n c t i o n a r i e s h a v e h e l d 
t h e m s e l v e s a l o f t f r o m t h e m a s s e s 
a n d d o n o t k n o w w h a t i s r e a l l y 
g o i n g o n i n r e a h t y ; 

— I m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f t h e 
p r i n c i p l e o f d e m o c r a t i c c e n t r a l ­
i s m s t i l l l e a v e s m u c h t o be d e ­
s i r e d ; 

— L a c k o f u n i t y a n d c o ­
o r d i n a t i o n i s c o m m o n a m o n g 
l e a d i n g b o d i e s . 

B e c a u s e t h e C P C i s t h e p a r t y 
i n p o w e r , t h e s h o r t c o m i n g s i n 
s o m e c a d r e s ' w o r k s t y l e a n d 
f r a m e o f m i n d w e r e n o t a n i n d i ­
v i d u a l p r o b l e m b u t a p r o b l e m 
a f f e c t i n g t h e i m a g e o f t h e e n t i r e 
l e a d e r s h i p a n d t h e r e p u t a t i o n o f 
t h e P a r t y a m o n g t h e p e o p l e , L u 
s a i d . 

T h e r e f o r e , a l e a d i n g b o d y w i t h 
a s o u n d w o r k s t y l e a n d c o r r e c t 
i d e o l o g i c a l l i n e w i l l b e s t e a d f a s t 
i n i t s p o l i t i c a l o r i e n t a t i o n , a n d 
f u l l o f c o n f i d e n c e i n t h e P a r t y ' s 
c a u s e , a n d c o m m a n d t h e t r u s t 
a n d s u p p o r t o f t h e p e o p l e , h e 
a d d e d . 

L u a l s o u r g e d c a d r e s t o s t u d y 
M a r x i s t t h e o r i e s i n r e a l e a r n e s t , 
b u i l d u p a c l e a n a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
f o s t e r c l o s e t i e s b e t w e e n t h e P a r ­
t y a n d t h e p e o p l e , a n d c a r r y o u t 
t h e P a r t y ' s p r i n c i p l e o f d e m o ­
c r a t i c c e n t r a l i s m . 

H e a s k e d t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n d e ­
p a r t m e n t s t o s t r e n g t h e n t h e s y s ­
t e m o f h o l d i n g r e g u l a r d e m o ­
c r a t i c m e e t i n g s i n t h e P a r t y f o r 
c r i t i c i s m a n d s e l f - c r i t i c i s m , a n d 
t o e s t a b l i s h e f f e c t i v e w a y s o f 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n b e t w e e n t h e d e ­
p a r t m e n t s a n d o f f i c i a l s so as t o 
r e n d e r t i m e l y h e l p i n t h e i r w o r k . 

Mental Counselling: 
Budding In China 

I t w a s a l m o s t m i d n i g h t o n 
J a n u a r y 8 w h e n a y o u n g 
w o m a n i n B e i j i n g d i a l e d t h e 

p h o n e n u m b e r 5 5 2 2 3 6 f o r h e l p . 
T h e w o m a n h a d b e e n a n a t t e n ­

d a n t a t a h o t e l i n t h e c i t y o f 
C h a n g z h o u n e a r S h a n g h a i . S h e 
s a i d s h e w a n t e d t o c o m m i t s u i ­
c i d e b e c a u s e s h e h a d b e e n c h e a t ­
e d a n d d e s e r t e d b y a y o u n g 
w o r k e r w i t h w h o m s h e h a d b e e n 
i n f a t u a t e d . 

S h e f i r s t m e t t h e y o u n g m a n a 
f e w y e a r s e a r l i e r i n h e r h o m e 
t o w n w h e n h e t r a v e l l e d t h e r e o n 
b u s i n e s s . B e f o r e l o n g , t h e y f e l l i n 
l o v e a n d t h e w o m a n d e c i d e d t o 
q u i t h e r j o b a n d g o t o B e i j i n g t o 
m e e t h e r l o v e r d e s p i t e s t r o n g o p ­
p o s i t i o n f r o m h e r f a m i l y . 

W h e n s h e a r r i v e d , s h e f o u n d 
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the man was already married 
and had a four-year-old child. 

She said the discovery came 
like a thunderbolt, sending her 
into an abyss of hopelessness. 
Suddenly she was alone. She had 
no job and could not bring her­
self to return home, so she had 
to wander the streets of Beijing. 

After leading a precarious life 
for almost four years, she felt 
she couldn't take it any more. 
In desperation, she dialed the 
phone number, known as "Hot 
Line of Hope." 

She was given an immediate 
response and for the first time 
in a long while she was over­
whelmed by the warmth of the 
voice of a fellow citizen on the 
other end of the line. 

Dong Jingwu, an associate re­
searcher of the Beijing Fitness 
and Beauty Research Centre, 
had a long conversation with her 
on the phone that night. 

He managed to convince her 
to visit the centre at her conven­
ience. She promised to follow his 
advice. 

That telephone call was but 
one of 3,124 calls the centre 
has received from most parts of 
China since it opened on July 16, 
1989. 

The Hot Line of Hope, first of 
its kind in China, is intended for 
those people who have psychol­
ogical problems and need emer­
gency help. Every evening from 
6 o'clock to midnight, except on 
public holidays, there is a volun­
teer mental health counsellor on 
call, offering advice on all prob­
lems. 

The centre's researchers be­
lieve that in most cases, a heart-
to-heart talk can pacify abnor­
mal moods brought about by a 
mental crisis. Talking on the te­
lephone has proved to be the best 
approach because it's direct and 
saves time. It also protects the 
privacy of almost all the callers. 

According to the centre, of 
2,089 calls it received between 

July and October last year, 33.8 
percent were related to love af­
fairs, involving 421 men and 284 
women. 

The second largest group of 
calls, 14.2 percent of the total, 
involved teenagers and their 
problems in dealing with ado­
lescence. Family and marriage 
problems were next, accounting 
for 11.4 percent. 

Callers included professors, 
s tudents , workers and young 
people waiting for a job. Young 
people under the age of 35 made 
up 88.7 percent of the callers. 

Dr. Zhong Youbin, who is a 
member of the centre, said that 
all the callers could be classi­
fied into three categories: nor­
mal people with some mental 
troubles, people who need psy­
chotherapy and those who need 
medical treatment. Only people 
in the first group are the real 
subjects of psychological coun­
selling. 

A n o t h e r m e m b e r of the 
centre, Dr. Xu Yuru, said that 
counselling for people with men­
tal problems theoretically was 
designed to help them see the 
nature, cause and ways to deal 
with their troubles. 

The centre has since last July 
at least prevented 47 people 
from committing suicide or mur­
der. 

In one case, a worker told a 
counsellor that he intended to 
drown his boss's child in a well 
because his boss refused to give 
him his monthly bonus of sever­
al dozen yuan. The money was 
withheld because he showed up 
late for work at the factory. Af­
ter talking over the phone with a 
counsellor, the man eventually 
changed his mind and gave up 
his intention to commit murder. 
Two weeks later, he called back 
again, saying how ridiculous his 
thought had been. 

Without a sound mind, people 
could not cope with their daily 
life and work normally, said Sun 

Yukun, director, of the Beijing 
Fitness and Beauty Research 
Centre, adding that they could 
have a bad influence on society 
and even do serious harm. 

by Li Xingjian 

Movies Should 
Entertain, Educate 

Works of art and literature 
should be entertaining 
and have aesthetic-value 

and artistic appeal, but at the 
same time they should also be 
educational, a Beijing seminar of 
film artists was told recently. 

Li Ruihuan, a member of the 
Standing Committee of the Pol­
itical Bureau of the Chinese 
C o m m u n i s t Pa r ty ' s Cen t ra l 
Committee, told the February 21 
seminar that excellent literary 
works should have a perfect 
combination of ideological con­
tent and artistic quality. 

Li noted that films, as a popu­
lar art form, are an important 
means of educating people. 

With an annual audience of 
16 billion people, Chinese films 
have played a major role in 
meeting the people's cul tural 
needs, promoting socialist cul­
ture and ethics and maintaining 
social stability, Li said. 

The 100 film artists at the 
seminar briefed Li on the cur­
rent situation in the country's 
film industry and its future pros­
pects. They also discussed their 
problems. 

Li spoke highly of China's 
achievements in film production 
over the past decade. But he also 
pointed to serious problems. In­
fluenced by bourgeois liberaliza­
tion, for a period of time there 
had been some confusion as to 
where Chinese movie industry 
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s h o u l d g o , h e s a i d , a n d a n u n ­
h e a l t h y t e n d e n c y o f m o n e y w o r ­
s h i p r e s u l t e d i n t h e p r o d u c t i o n 
o f d u l l a n d l o w - t a s t e f i l m s . 

H e a l s o s a i d h e h o p e d f i l m a r ­
t i s t s w o u l d p a y e a r n e s t a t t e n t i o n 
t o e x i s t i n g p r o b l e m s a n d d r a w 
l e s s o n s f r o m t h e m . 

T o r e j u v e n a t e C h i n e s e f i l m s , 
l i t e r a t u r e a n d a r t , L i s a i d , b o t h 
t h e p r i n c i p l e s o f " s e r v i n g t h e 
p e o p l e a n d s e r v i n g s o c i a l i s m " 
a n d " l e t t i n g a h u n d r e d f l o w e r s 
b l o s s o m a n d a h u n d r e d s c h o o l s 
o f t h o u g h t c o n t e n d " m u s t be i m ­
p l e m e n t e d . T h e t w o p r i n c i p l e s , 
h e s a i d , a r e c o m p a t i b l e a n d p e o ­
p l e s h o u l d n o t set t h e m a g a i n s t 
e a c h o t h e r o r s e p a r a t e t h e m , h e 
a d d e d . 

L i f u r t h e r e x p l a i n e d t h a t w r i ­
t e r s c a n w r i t e a b o u t h i s t o r y o r 
r e a l i t y as t h e y l i k e a n d t h e r e a r e 
b r o a d p r o s p e c t s f o r t h e s e l e c t i o n 
o f t h e m e s , as l o n g as t h e i r c r e a ­
t i v e w o r k s d o n o t r u n c o u n t e r t o 
t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n a n d l a w o r t h e 
f o u r c a r d i n a l p r i n c i p l e s , p u b l i ­
c i z e p o r n o g r a p h y o r a d v o c a t e 
f e u d a l i s m a n d s u p e r s t i t i o n . 

A g o o d e n v i r o n m e n t s h o u l d 
be c r e a t e d f o r a r t i s t s t o d e v o t e 
t h e m s e l v e s t o t h e i r c r e a t i o n s , h e 
a d d e d . 

" M o s t o f o u r w r i t e r s , a r t i s t s 
a n d f i l m m a k e r s a r e g o o d a n d 
s o m e w o r k s h a v e f a u l t s w h i c h 
c a n be c o r r e c t e d , " L i s a i d . " A s 
p e o p l e ' s u n d e r s t a n d i n g d e v e l o p s 
i n d e p t h s t e p b y s t e p , s o i s a 
p i ece o f a r t i s t i c w o r k i m p r o v e d 
g r a d u a l l y . " 

H e p o i n t e d o u t t h a t c o m ­
m o n m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s c a n n o t 
be d e a l t w i t h f r o m a p o l i t i c a l 
p o i n t o f v i e w , n o r s h o u l d t h e y b e 
w i l f u l l y w r i t t e n o f L O t h e r w i s e , 
L i s a i d , t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f l i t e r ­
a r y c r e a t i o n s w o u l d b e a d v e r s e l y 
a f f e c t e d . 

F i l m m a k i n g s h o u l d b e b e n e ­
f i c i a l t o s o c i a l i s t m o d e r n i z a t i o n 
a n d s t i m u l a t e p e o p l e t o w o r k 
h a r d a n d sca l e n e w h e i g h t s i n a l l 
f i e l d s o f e n d e a v o u r , L i s a i d , b u t 

t h e i r t h e m e s , s u b j e c t s , f o r m s a n d 
s t y l e s s h o u l d b e d i v e r s i f i e d . • 

C h i n a P r o f i t s F r o m 
I m p o r t e d E x p e r t i s e 

Ch i n a s p e n t U S $ 2 7 b i l l i o n i n 
t h e pa s t d e c a d e i n i m p o r t ­
i n g a d v a n c e d t e c h n o l o g y 

a n d e q u i p m e n t , w h i c h h a v e 
p r o m o t e d t h e n a t i o n a l e c o n o m y . 

T h e c e n t r a l g o v e r n m e n t a l o n e 
p u r c h a s e d 7 , 0 0 0 i t e m i t e m s 
o f a d v a n c e d t e c h n o l o g y w o r t h 
U S $ 1 5 b i l l i o n . 

T h e i m p o r t s h a v e h a d s a t i s f a c ­
t o r y r e s u l t s i n c a p i t a l c o n s t r u c ­
t i o n as w e l l as t e c h n o l o g i c a l r e ­
n o v a t i o n a n d s c i e n t i f i c r e s e a r c h . 
A b o u t 6 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e a n n u a l 
i n c r e a s e i n o u t p u t v a l u e i n t h e 
1 9 8 0 s w a s a c h i e v e d b y t h e u s e o f 
i m p o r t e d t e c h n o l o g y . 

E a r l i e r , t h e C h i n e s e g o v e r n ­
m e n t s t r e s s e d t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f 
i m p o r t i n g t e c h n o l o g y f o r t h e d e ­
v e l o p m e n t o f " b o t t l e n e c k " sec­
t o r s o f t h e n a t i o n a l e c o n o m y , 
s u c h as e n e r g y , t r a n s p o r t a n d 
r a w m a t e r i a l s . T h e a m o u n t o f 
t e c h n o l o g y i m p o r t e d f o r t h e s e 
s e c t o r s w a s 4 3 . 2 p e r c e n t o f t h e 
t o t a l , w h i c h h e l p e d a l l e v i a t i n g 
t h e e x i s t i n g p r o b l e m s . 

I n t h e 1 9 8 0 s , C h i n a i m p o r t e d 
t h e d e s i g n s a n d t e c h n o l o g y f o r 
t h e m a n u f a c t u r e o f 3 0 0 , 0 0 0 - a n d 
6 0 0 , 0 0 0 - k i l o w a t t t h e r m o - p o w e r 
g e n e r a t o r s a n d u p d a t e d t h e a u t o ­
m a t i c c o n t r o l s y s t e m o f t h e f o u r 
m a j o r p o w e r g r i d s i n eas t C h i n a , 
n o r t h C h i n a , n o r t h e a s t C h i n a 
a n d c e n t r a l C h i n a . T h e n a t i o n ' s 
i n s t a l l e d p o w e r g e n e r a t i n g ca ­
p a c i t y i s n o w 1 0 0 m i l l i o n k i l o ­
w a t t s . 

F o r t h e c o a l i n d u s t r y , C h i n a 
h a s i m p o r t e d t e c h n o l o g y f o r t h e 
m a n u f a c t u r e o f m u l t i p u r p o s e 
d r i l l e r s , u n d e r g r o u n d h y d r a u l i c -
p r e s s u r e s t a n d s , 1 0 - m i l l i o n - t o n 

o p e n c u t m i n i n g m a c h i n e r y a n d 
s a f e t y e x a m i n a t i o n e q u i p m e n t . 
T h e n e w e q u i p m e n t h a s h e l p e d 
g r e a t l y i n t h e m e c h a n i z a t i o n o f 
c o a l m i n i n g . 

C h i n a a l s o c o n s t r u c t e d a n d 
t r a n s f o r m e d a n u m b e r o f c o a l 
m i n e s w i t h a n a n n u a l o u t p u t o f 
5 m i l l i o n t o n , s u c h as K a i l u a n 
a n d H u o l i n h e , i n c o o p e r a t i o n 
w i t h f o r e i g n c o u n t r i e s . 

A s w e l l , C h i n a h a s i m p o r t ­
e d a d v a n c e d t e l e c o m m u n i c a ­
t i o n s t e c h n o l o g y f o r i t e m s s u c h 
as p r o g r a m c o n t r o l l e d t e l e p h o n e 
e x c h a n g e s , s a t e l h t e t e l e c o m m u n ­
i c a t i o n l i n e s as w e l l as a l l - p l a s t i c 
f i b r e a n d o p t i c a l f i b r e c a b l e s . 
T h e i m p o r t e d t e c h n o l o g y h a s 
g r e a t l y i m p r o v e d t h e t e l e c o m ­
m u n i c a t i o n s i n m a j o r c i t i e s , 
e s p e c i a l l y i n c o a s t a l e c o n o m i c 
z o n e s . 

I m p o r t e d t e c h n o l o g y h a s a l s o 
i m p r o v e d o p e r a t i o n s a n d p r o d ­
u c t i o n a n d r e d u c e d e n e r g y c o n ­
s u m p t i o n i n a l l s e c t o r s o f t h e 
n a t i o n a l e c o n o m y . 

I n t h e m a c h i n e - b u i l d i n g i n ­
d u s t r y , 4 0 0 m a j o r e n t e r p r i s e s ac ­
r o s s t h e c o u n t r y h a v e i m p o r t e d 
a d v a n c e d f o r e i g n t e c h n o l o g y t o 
t r a n s f o r m b a s i c e q u i p m e n t a n d 
d e v e l o p n e w p r o d u c t s . 

D u r i n g t h e 1 9 8 0 - 8 5 S i x t h 
F i v e - Y e a r - P l a n p e r i o d , 6 0 0 0 v a r ­
i e t i e s o f n e w p r o d u c t s w e r e 
t u r n e d o u t . O n e - q u a r t e r o f t h e m 
r e a c h e d i n t e r n a t i o n a l s t a n d a r d s 
o f t h e t i m e . 

T h e t e x t i l e , a p p a r e l , f o o d a n d 
h o u s e h o l d e l e c t r i c a l a p p l i a n c e 
i n d u s t r i e s h a v e p r o d u c e d a l a r g e 
q u a n t i t y o f c o m m o d i t i e s f o r t h e 
m a r k e t . 

A l t h o u g h g r e a t a c h i e v e m e n t s 
h a v e b e e n m a d e i n i m p o r t i n g 
t e c h n o l o g y , t h e r e a r e s t i l l s o m e 
p r o b l e m s , s u c h as o v e r l a p p e d 
i m p o r t s , e x c e s s i v e i m p o r t s o f as­
s e m b l y l i n e s a n d i n s u f f i c i e n t i m ­
p o r t s o f s o f t w a r e t e c h n o l o g y , 
e s p e c i a l l y k e y t e c h n o l o g y t h a t 
c a n e n h a n c e C h i n a ' s a b i l i t y o f 
s e l f - r e l i a n c e i n p r o d u c t i o n . • 
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INTERNATIONAL 

Human Rights Concern or Power Politics? 

^ ^ - M ' - M - u m a n r i g h t s " h a s b e c o m e a c a t c h 
I—I p h r a s e t h e s e d a y s i n t h e W e s t . T h e 

U n i t e d S t a t e s , i n p a r t i c u l a r , h a s a s ­
s u m e d t h e r o l e o f w o r l d p o l i c e m a n , c o n d e m n ­
i n g o n e c o u n t r y o n e d a y f o r d e f y i n g h u m a n 
r i g h t s a n d a t t a c k i n g a n o t h e r c o u n t r y a n o t h e r 
d a y f o r v i o l a t i n g h u m a n r i g h t s . W a s h i n g t o n 
a l s o a p p l i e s s a n c t i o n s a t w i l l a g a i n s t a n y b o d y 
i t t h i n k s a " b a d g u y " b y i t s h u m a n r i g h t s 
c r i t e r i a . I t s e e m s t h a t i n t o d a y ' s w o r l d o n l y t h e 
U S g o v e r n m e n t r e s p e c t s a n d p r o t e c t s h u m a n 
r i g h t s . 

T o i l l u m i n a t e t h i s , t h e U S S t a t e D e p a r t m e n t 
i s s u e d a r e p o r t a n n u a l l y o n i t s a p p r a i s a l o f 
h u m a n r i g h t s c o n d i t i o n s a r o u n d t h e w o r l d . 

T h e " H u m a n R i g h t s R e p o r t o f 1 9 8 9 , " r e ­
l e a s e d o n F e b r u a r y 2 1 , a t t a c k e d C h i n a f o r i t s 
q u e l l i n g o f t h e c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y r e b e l l i o n 
i n B e i j i n g l a s t J u n e a n d " h u m a n r i g h t s v i o l a ­
t i o n s " i n T i b e t a n d e l s e w h e r e . B a s e d o n r u ­
m o u r s a n d l i e s , t h e r e p o r t m a d e g r o u n d l e s s 
c h a r g e s a g a i n s t t h e C h i n e s e g o v e r n m e n t o n a 
w i d e r a n g e o f i s s u e s , a l l C h i n a ' s i n t e r n a l m a t ­
t e r s , i n c l u d i n g i t s e f f o r t s t o c o n t r o l t h e p o p u ­
l a t i o n g r o w t h . 

C l e a r l y , t h e " r e s p e c t a n d p r o t e c t i o n " o f h u ­
m a n r i g h t s a r e b u t a p r e t e x t u n d e r w h i c h t h e 
U S g o v e r n m e n t w a n t o n l y i n t e r f e r e s w i t h o t h e r 
c o u n t r i e s ' i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s a n d v i o l a t e s t h e i r 
s o v e r e i g n t y . 

S o v e r e i g n t y i s t h e h i g h e s t r i g h t f o r a c o u n t r y 
t o h a n d l e i t s o w n i n t e r n a l a n d e x t e r n a l a f f a i r s 
i n d e p e n d e n t o f a n y o t h e r c o u n t r y ' s i n t e r f e r ­
e n c e a n d r e s t r i c t i o n s . A c c o r d i n g t o t h e U n i t e d 
N a t i o n s C h a r t e r , a l l c o u n t r i e s e n j o y s o v e r e i g n ­
t y a n d a r e e q u a l m e m b e r s o f t h e i n t e r n a t i o n ­
a l c o m m u n i t y . E a c h n a t i o n h a s t h e r i g h t t o 
c h o o s e i t s o w n p o l i t i c a l , s o c i a l , e c o n o m i c a n d 
c u l t u r a l s y s t e m s , b u t a t t h e s a m e t i m e i s o b ­
l i g e d t o r e s p e c t o t h e r c o u n t r i e s ' s o v e r e i g n t y 
a n d n a t i o n a l d i g n i t y a n d i s b a r r e d f r o m i n t e r ­
v e n i n g i n t h e i r i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s a n d v i o l a t i n g 
t h e i r s o v e r e i g n t y u n d e r a n y p r e t e x t o r i n a n y 
m a n n e r . 

H o w e v e r , t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , t h e " m o s t c i v i l ­
i z e d a n d d e m o c r a t i c c o u n t r y i n t h e w o r l d , " a s 
i t c a l l s i t s e l f , i n o p e n d e f i a n c e o f t h e r e c o g -
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n i z e d i n t e r n a t i o n a l l a w a n d n o r m s i n i n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s , c l a i m e d t h a t i t h a d t h e r i g h t t o 
d e c i d e w h o c o u l d r u l e P a n a m a . 

M o r e o v e r , w h e n a l l a l t e r n a t i v e s h a d b e e n 
t r i e d a n d f a i l e d , W a s h i n g t o n s e n t a t l e a s t 2 0 , -
0 0 0 t r o o p s t o i n v a d e t h e C e n t r a l A m e r i c a n 
c o u n t r y o n D e c e m b e r 2 0 , 1 9 8 9 , k i l l i n g m o r e 
5 0 0 P a n a m a n i a n s , m a n y o f w h o m w e r e ' c h i l d ­
r e n a n d o l d p e o p l e . 

T h e P a n a m a n i a n i n v a s i o n h a d m a n y p r e c e ­
d e n t s i n L a t i n A m e r i c a a l o n e . I n A u g u s t 1 9 2 6 , 
t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s s e n t 5 , 0 0 0 m a r i n e s t o N i c a r ­
a g u a t o s u p p r e s s t h e p a t r i o t i c a r m e d f o r c e s 
t h e r e . I n 1 9 5 4 , t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s u s e d i t s a i r 
f o r c e t o t o p p l e t h e J a c o b o A r b e n z G u z m a n 
g o v e r n m e n t i n G u a t e m a l a a n d i n s t a l l e d a m i l ­
i t a r y j u n t a . I n A p r i l 1 9 6 1 , i t a g a i n d i s p a t c h e d 
m o r e t h a n 1 , 0 0 0 m e r c e n a r i e s t o i n v a d e C u b a 
i n a n a t t e m p t t o o v e r t h r o w t h e j u s t - b o r n R e ­
p u b l i c o f C u b a . 

I n O c t o b e r 1 9 8 3 , u s i n g t h e c o u p i n G r e n a d a 
a s a n e x c u s e , W a s h i n g t o n s e n t t r o o p s a n d i n ­
v a d e d t h e C a r i b b e a n i s l a n d n a t i o n . 

T h e P a n a m a n i a n i n v a s i o n b e s t s h o w s t h a t 
t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s w a s m e r e l y a f t e r p o w e r p o l ­
i t i c s . T h e e x c u s e s i t u s e d t o i n v a d e P a n a m a 
w e r e t o t a l l y g r o u n d l e s s . T o p r o t e c t t h e l i v e s o f 
A m e r i c a n s i n P a n a m a ? T o r e s t o r e t h e " d e m o ­
c r a t i c o r d e r " o f t h a t c o u n t r y ? O r t o c a p t u r e a 
s u s p e c t e d d r u g t r a f f i c k e r , M a n u e l N o r i e g a ? 
E v e n i f t h e s e w e r e t r u e , t h e q u e s t i o n s s h o u l d 
h a v e b e e n r e s o l v e d b y t h e P a n a m a n i a n g o v e r n ­
m e n t i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h i t s o w n l a w s . W h y 
s h o u l d W a s h i n g t o n m e d d l e ? I f s u c h a l o g i c i s 
j u s t i f i e d , w o u l d n ' t a n y c o u n t r y i n t h e w o r l d 
h a v e t h e s a m e r i g h t t o l a u n c h a m i l i t a r y i n v a ­
s i o n a g a i n s t o t h e r c o u n t r i e s ? 

S o v e r e i g n t y i s a c o u n t r y ' s n a t i o n a l r i g h t . 
W i t h o u t s o v e r e i g n t y , h u m a n r i g h t s a r e o u t o f 
t h e q u e s t i o n . A n d t h i s i s p r e c i s e l y w h y t h e 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y l i s t e d t h e 
v i o l a t i o n o f s o v e r e i g n t y a s a m a j o r v i o l a t i o n 
o f h u m a n r i g h t s i n d o c u m e n t s i t h a s a l r e a d y 
p a s s e d . T h e U S g o v e r n m e n t s h o u l d f i r s t l e a r n 
t o r e c o g n i z e a n d s h o w r e a l r e s p e c t f o r t h i s 
t r u t h b e f o r e i t a t t e m p t s t o t e a c h o t h e r s h o w t o 
r e s p e c t h u m a n r i g h t s . • 
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INTERNATIONAL 

North-South Gap Continues to Widen 
One characterist ic of the 

world economy in the 
1980s was that conditions 

for the third world countries to 
develop their economies wor­
sened and the gap between the 
rich North and the poor South 
enlarged significantly. 

Except for East Asia and 
Southeast Asia, developing coun­
tries in South Asia, the Mid­
dle East, Black Africa and Latin 
America all had a lower econo­
mic growth rate over the past 
decade than in the 1970s. Mo­
reover, in many developing 
countries, the current per capita 
income is lower than in the early 
1980s because their population 
grew at a greater rate than their 
economies. 

Latin America's national in­
come per capita in 1980 reached 
US$2,010, but fell to US$1,800 
in 1988. African countries' na­
tional income per capita has 
dropped by more than 20 percent 
since 1980. 

According to the World Bank 
statistics, developing countries' 
investments fell in the past 10 
years owing to a drop in re­
venues. Investments by African 
countries south of the Sahara 
dropped to 14.1 percent of gross 
national product in 1988 from 
20.8 percent in 1980, those by 
Latin American and Carribbean 
countries to 15.7 percent from 
24.2 percent and those by south­
ern African countries to 20.7 
percent from 23.1 percent. Only 
East Asian countries increased 
their investments, up from 29.4 
percent to 33.2 percent. 

Owing to the reduction in in­
vestments, some important eco­
nomic sectors of many devel­
oping countries have found it 
difficuh to renew their equip­
ment. As a result, economic 
growth has been slow and the 
potential for future economic de­
velopment seriously affected. 

However, developed countries 
of the rich North have main­
tained economic growth for the 

Cowing to the reduction in investment, some important economic sectors of many developing countries have found it difficult to renew their equipment. 

past seven years after surviving 
an economic recession in 1982. 
These countries' national income 
per capita rose to US$14,580 in 
1987 from US$10,650 in 1980, 
an increase of 40 percent. Dur­
ing the same period, developing 
countries' national income per 
capi ta only rose as high as 
US$720 from US$680, an in­
crease of less than 6 percent. If 
Asia is excluded, the per capita 
income of the rest of the develop­
ing areas actually fell. 

The debt crisis that material­
ized in 1982 in third world coun­
tries and is still continuing has 
forced international commercial 
banks to suspend loans to debtor 
countries. This has made it har­
der for developing countries to 
collect funds from the interna­
tional money market. The In­
ternational Monetary Fund esti­
mates that in 1981, developing 
countries obtained a net volume 
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of US$131 billion of foreign in­
vestment as well as official and 
private loans, but had received 
only US$53 billion in 1989. 

Dur ing the 1980s, interest 
rates of Western commercial 
banks were the highest ever since 
the Great Depression. This not 
only magnified the debt burden 
of debtor countries, but also 
greatly reduced the foreign ex­
change revenues of poor coun­
tries. At the same time, funds 
were flowing in large amounts 
in to developed count r ies . In 
1982, the net amount of funds 
that flooded into developing 
countries was US$18.2 billion. 
But in 1984, the flow of funds 
was reversed. In 1988, funds that 
drained out of developing coun­
tries in interest and loan pay­
ments reached US$43 billion. 
However, foreign debts of devel­
oping countries rose to US$1,165 
billion that year from US$831 
billion in 1982. 

The 1980s also saw a shrinking 
market for the developing coun­
tries' primary products and raw 
materials as the developed na­
tions made efforts to use new 
materials and new techniques in 
industrial production. Moreover, 
developed countries were mak­
ing use of every possible oppor­
tunity to force down the price of 
primary products. Statistics show 
that the price of primary prod­
ucts (excluding petroleum) in 
the international market in the 
1970s increased at an annual av­
erage rate of 11.3 percent. But in 
the 1980s, the price of primary 
products dropped annually by an 
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I N T E R N A T I O N A L 

a v e r a g e o f 1 . 3 7 p e r c e n t . A s a r e ­
s u l t , t h e p r i c e o f m a n u f a c t u r e d 
g o o d s i n p o o r c o u n t r i e s t h a t d e ­
p e n d e d h e a v i l y u p o n e x p o r t s o f 
p r i m a r y p r o d u c t s r o s e a n n u a l l y 
b y a n a v e r a g e 4 . 1 1 p e r c e n t i n t h e 
p a s t d e c a d e . 

D e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s h a v e i n 
t h e p a s t t e n y e a r s a d o p t e d m a n y 
t r a d e p r o t e c t i o n i s t m e a s u r e s t o 
t h e d e t r i m e n t o f t h e t h i r d n a ­
t i o n s . T h e y p u t s e r i o u s r e s t r a i n t s 
o n c o m p e t i t i v e p r o d u c t s f r o m 
t h e p o o r e r S o u t h c o u n t r i e s . F o r 
e x a m p l e , t h e y g a v e t h i r d w o r l d 
c o u n t r i e s t o o l o w 
a t r a d e q u o t a f o r ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
c l o t h e s a n d t e x t i l e s . 
O n t h e o n e h a n d , 
i n d u s t r i a l i z e d c o u n ­
t r i e s p r o t e c t e d t h e i r 
d o m e s t i c m a r k e t s b y 
m a k i n g u s e o f n o n -
t a r i f f b a r r i e r s , a n d 
o n t h e o t h e r h a n d , 
b y p r o v i d i n g s u b s i ­
d i e s , t h e y p r o m o t e d 
t h e i r o w n p r o d u c t s 
t o o c c u p y o t h e r 
c o u n t r i e s ' m a r k e t s . 
T h i s " s u p e r p r o t e c - . 
t i o n i s m " w a s e v e n 
m o r e c l e a r l y m a n i f e s t e d i n t h e 
t r a d e o f a g r i c u h u r a l p r o d u c t s — a 
t r a d e a r e a v i t a l t o d e v e l o p i n g 
c o u n t r i e s . 

T h e t h i r d w o r l d c o u n t r i e s ' 
f r u s t r a t i o n s i n t h e c o u r s e o f t h e i r 
e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t w e r e a l s o 
a t t r i b u t a b l e t o t h e i m p r o p e r d e ­
v e l o p m e n t s t r a t e g i e s a n d e c o n o ­
m i c p o l i c i e s t h e y f o l l o w e d . F o r 
e x a m p l e , L a t i n A m e r i c a n c o u n ­
t r i e s r e h e d t o o h e a v i l y o n f o r e i g n 
l o a n s f o r e c o n o r n i c d e v e l o p m e n t . 
A s f o r s o m e A f r i c a n c o u n t r i e s , 
t h e y n e g l e c t e d g r a i n p r o d u c t i o n 
t h a t i s o f v i t a l i m p o r t a n c e t o 
t h e i r e c o n o m i e s a n d t h e i r p e o ­
p l e ' s l i v e l i h o o d . 

A l t h o u g h m a n y d e v e l o p i n g 
c o u n t r i e s b e g a n t o c a r r y o u t r e ­
f o r m s i n t h e 1 9 8 0 s , t h e y h a v e 
m a d e l i m i t e d a c h i e v e m e n t s o w ­
i n g t o a n u n f a v o u r a b l e o u t e r e c o ­
n o m i c e n v i r o n m e n t . 

f 
M. actors 
leading to the 
widening of the 
gap between the 
N o r t h and the 
South w i l l be 
difficult to 
e l i m i n a t e in the 
near f u t u r e . 

M o s t d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s 
a d o p t e d a n i n d i f f e r e n t a t t i t u d e 
t o w a r d s t h e t h i r d w o r l d c o u n ­
t r i e s ' e c o n o m i c p r e d i c a m e n t . A t 
a U N c o n f e r e n c e i n 1 9 8 1 i n P a r i s 
t o d i s c u s s t h e p r o b l e m s o f t h e 
l e a s t d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s , d e v e l ­
o p e d c o u n t r i e s p r o m i s e d t o d e d i ­
c a t e 0 . 1 5 p e r c e n t o f t h e i r a n ­
n u a l g r o s s n a t i o n a l p r o d u c t t o 
t h e l e a s t d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s . 
H o w e v e r , i n t h a t s a m e y e a r , B r i ­
t a i n d e d i c a t e d 0 . 1 3 p e r c e n t i n 
a i d , a p e r c e n t a g e t h a t h a s s i n c e 
d r o p p e d t o 0 . 0 9 . J a p a n d e d i c a t e d 

0 . 0 7 p e r c e n t , a n 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ a m o u n t t h a t h a s r e ­

m a i n e d u n c h a n g e d , 
a n d t h a t o f t h e U n ­
i t e d S t a t e s h a s b e e n 
0 . 0 3 p e r c e n t s i n c e 
1 9 8 1 . T h e s i t u a t i o n 
i s e x t r e m e l y u n r e a ­
s o n a b l e . 

B y t h e e a r l y 
1 9 8 0 s , t h e i n d u s ­
t r i a l i z e d c o u n t r i e s 
h a d s u c c e e d e d i n o v ­
e r c o m i n g t h e e n e r g y 
c r i s i s . T h e y a d o p t e d 

• t o u g h e r a t t i t u d e s t o -
w a r d s N o r t h - S o u t h 

r e l a t i o n s t h a n i n t h e 1 9 7 0 s . I n 
t h e U r u g u a y r o u n d o f n e g o t i a ­
t i o n s , t h e i r o b s t i n a t e s t a n d o n 
t h e p r o b l e m o f a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d ­
u c t s , t e x t i l e s a n d t e c h n o l o g y 
t r a n s f e r l e d t o a d e a d l o c k i n 
N o r t h - S o u t h t r a d e d i a l o g u e . 
M o r e o v e r , i n t h e p a s t 1 0 y e a r s , 
d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s a l s o m a d e 
u s e o f t h e i r s u p e r i o r i t y i n m a r ­
k e t i n g a n d t e c h n o l o g y a n d l a r g e 
g r a i n s u p p l i e s t o p u t p r e s s u r e o n 
d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s a n d m a k e 
t h e m m o r e d e p e n d e n t u p o n t h e 
N o r t h . 

T h e c o n t i n u o u s w i d e n i n g o f 
t h e g a p b e t w e e n d e v e l o p e d a n d 
d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s i s a g l o b a l 
p r o b l e m t h a t c a n n o t b e i g n o r e d . 
T h e c o n t e m p o r a r y w o r l d e c o n o ­
m y h a s b e c o m e a n a l l - e m b r a c i n g 
w i t h i n w h i c h a l l c o u n t r i e s a r e 
i n t e r d e p e n d e n t . O n l y a b a l a n c e d 
d e v e l o p m e n t b e t w e e n t h e N o r t h 

a n d t h e S o u t h c a n p r o m o t e t h e 
w o r l d e c o n o m y . T h e r a p i d d e v e l ­
o p m e n t o f t h e u s e o f n e w m a t e r ­
i a l s a n d n e w t e c h n i q u e s b y d e v e l ­
o p e d c o u n t r i e s a n d t h e c o n s t a n t 
s h r i n k i n g o f t h e r a w m a t e r i a l s 
m a r k e t d o e s n o t m e a n t h a t d e v e l ­
o p e d c o u n t r i e s w i l l n e v e r a g a i n 
h a v e t o d e p e n d u p o n d e v e l o p i n g 
c o u n t r i e s . D e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s 
c a n o n l y r e l y o n d e v e l o p i n g 
c o u n t r i e s , w h i c h a r e t h e m a j o r i ­
t y , f o r a f u n d a m e n t a l s o l u t i o n 
t o t h e p r o b l e m s o f m e r c h a n d i s e 
m a r k e t , f u n d o u t l e t , a n d t h e s u p ­
p l i e s o f r a w m a t e r i a l s . A n y r e ­
l u c t a n c e t o h e l p t h i r d w o r l d 
c o u n t r i e s t o o v e r c o m e t h e i r d i f f i ­
c u l t i e s w i l l r e s u l t i n a d r a g o n 
t h e e n t i r e w o r l d e c o n o m y , f o r 
w h e n d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s g e t 
p o o r e r a n d f a l l b e h i n d , i t i s i m ­
p o s s i b l e f o r d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s 
t h e m s e l v e s t o m a i n t a i n l a s t i n g 
e c o n o m i c g r o w t h a s w e l l a s e c o ­
n o m i c s t a b i l i t y . 

P e a c e a n d d e v e l o p m e n t a r e t h e 
t w o m o s t s i g n i f i c a n t t a s k s f a c i n g 
t h e w o r l d . T h e w o r l d ' s p r o g r e s s 
a n d d e v e l o p m e n t n e e d s a p e a c e ­
f u l i n t e r n a t i o n a l e n v i r o n m e n t , 
a n d w o r l d p e a c e d e p e n d s o n a 
r e l a t i v e l y b a l a n c e d d e v e l o p m e n t 
o f a l l n a t i o n s ' e c o n o m i e s . T h e 
s h a r p e n i n g p o l a r i z a t i o n b e t w e e n 
t h e N o r t h a n d t h e S o u t h w i l l 
s u r e l y i n t e n s i f y w o r l d c o n t r a d i c ­
t i o n s a n d f i n a l l y d a m a g e w o r l d 
p e a c e a n d s t a b i l i t y . T h i s s t a r k 
r e a l i t y d e m o n s t r a t e s t h e n e c e s s i ­
t y o f s e t t i n g u p a n e w i n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l e c o n o m i c o r d e r t h a t i s 
j u s t , e q u a l a n d m u t u a l l y b e n e f i t ­
t i n g . 

F a c t o r s l e a d i n g t o t h e w i d e n ­
i n g o f t h e g a p b e t w e e n t h e N o r t h 
a n d t h e S o u t h w i l l b e d i f f i c u l t t o 
e l i m i n a t e i n t h e n e a r f u t u r e . 
T h e e c o n o m i c e n v i r o n m e n t f a c ­
i n g d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s m a y n o t 
c h a n g e m u c h i n t h e 1 9 9 0 s . H o w ­
e v e r , t h i r d w o r l d c o u n t r i e s a r e 
p l a y i n g a n i n c r e a s i n g l y i m p o r ­
t a n t r o l e i n w o r l d p o l i t i c s a n d 
S o u t h - S o u t h c o - o p e r a t i o n h a s 
g r e a t p o t e n t i a l . S o , t h e r e i s s t i l l 
m u c h h o p e o f s u c c e s s i n t h e i r 
f u t u r e e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t . • 
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I N T E R N A T I O N A L 

Open Skies Treaty to Be Signed in May 
by Yuan Rongsheng 

N A T O a n d W a r s a w P a c t f o r ­
e i g n m i n i s t e r s h a v e a g r e e d t o 
s i g n a n o p e n s k i e s t r e a t y o n 
M a y 1 2 t o a l l o w m u t u a l s u r v ­
e i l l a n c e f l i g h i t s o v e r t h e i r m i l ­
i t a r y s i t e s . 

T h e t e n t a t i v e a g r e e m e n t w a s 
a n n o u n c e d i n O t t a w a d u r i n g f 
t h e o p e n s k i e s c o n f e r e n c e , h e l d 
f r o m F e b r u a r y 1 2 t o 2 8 . T h e 
m e e t i n g c o n s t i t u t e d t h e f i r s t 
r o u n d o f t h e o p e n s k i e s n e g o ­
t i a t i o n s . T h e n e x t r o u n d w i l l 
o p e n i n B u d a p e s t o n M a y 1 2 . 

T h e o p e n s k i e s c o n c e p t w a s 
f i r s t p r o p o s e d b y t h e n U S P r e s ­
i d e n t D w i g h t D . E i s e n h o w e r i n 
1 9 5 5 . T h e n S o v i e t l e a d e r N i k i -
t a K h r u s h c h e v c o n s i d e r e d t h e 
p r o p o s a l a n u n d i s g u i s e d i n t e l ­
l i g e n c e p l o t a g a i n s t h i s c o u n ­
t r y a n d r e j e c t e d i t . A f t e r 3 5 
y e a r s t h e o p e n s k i e s c o n c e p t , 
p r o p o s e d a g a i n b y U S P r e s i ­
d e n t G e o r g e B u s h l a s t y e a r , 
w a s f i r m l y s u p p o r t e d b y h i s 
N A T O a l l i e s a n d w a s g i v e n a 
f a v o u r a b l e r e s p o n s e f r o m W a r ­
s a w P a c t m e m b e r s . L a s t S e p ­
t e m b e r , S o v i e t F o r e i g n M i n ­
i s t e r E d u a r d S h e v a r d n a d z e \ 
i n d i c a t e d t h e S o v i e t U n i o n w a s [ 
a g r e e a b l e t o a t t e n d i n g a n o p e n : 
s k i e s c o n f e r e n c e . 

T h e f o u r p o i n t s o f a g r e e m e n t 
r e a c h e d o n o p e n s k i e s a t t h e 
O t t a w a m e e t i n g w e r e : M i n i ­
m a l r e s t r i c t i o n s o n o p e n s k i e s 
f l i g h t s , a q u o t a s y s t e m t o e n ­
s u r e e q u i t a b l e c o v e r a g e o f a l l 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g s t a t e s , s e n s o r s o n i 
o p e n s k i e s a i r c r a f t c a p a b l e o f 
o p e r a t i n g i n a l l c i r c u m s t a n c e s , 
a n d w e l c o m i n g o t h e r c o u n t r i e s 
a n d e s p e c i a l l y E u r o p e a n c o u n ­
t r i e s o u t s i d e N A T O a n d t h e 
W a r s a w P a c t t o j o i n m u t u a l 
s u r v e i l l a n c e f l i g h t s . 

H o w e v e r , C a n a d a ' s E x t e r n a l 
A f f a i r s M i n i s t e r J o e C l a r k s a i d 
s o m e d i s a g r e e m e n t s o v e r t h e 
o p e n s k i e s i s s u e r e m a i n , i n c l u d ­
i n g w h a t k i n d o f s e n s o r s t o i n ­
s t a l l i n a i r c r a f t f o r s u r v e i l l a n c e 
o v e r f l i g h t s a n d h o w t h e g a t h ­
e r e d d a t a w i l l b e s h a r e d . 

N A T O s a y s t h e o v e r f l i g h t s 
s h o u l d b e c a r r i e d o u t o n a n 
a l l i a n c e - t o - a l l i a n c e b a s i s a n d 
t h e i n f o r m a t i o n c a n o n l y b e 
s h a r e d b y m e m b e r s o f t h e s a m e 
b l o c . T h e S o v i e t U n i o n i n s i s t s 
t h a t t h e t w o a l l i a n c e s f o r m 
a j o i n t f l e e t o f a i r c r a f t a n d 
e q u i p m e n t f o r s u c h f l i g h t s a n d 
j o i n t l y s h a r e t h e d a t a . 

S h e v a r d n a d z e s u g g e s t e d d u r ­
i n g t h e F e b r u a r y m e e t i n g t h a t 
t h e o p e n s k i e s c o n c e p t b e e x ­
p a n d e d t o i n c l u d e o p e n s e a s , 
o p e n s p a c e a n d o p e n l a n d . B u t 
C l a r k s a i d i t w a s p r e m a t u r e f o r 
t h e f o r e i g n m i n i s t e r s o f t h e 2 3 
N A T O a n d W a r s a w P a c t c o u n ­
t r i e s w h o a t t e n d e d t h e m e e t i n g 
t o e x t e n d t h e a g r e e m e n t b e ­
y o n d s u r v e i l l a n c e f l i g h t s . 

A t t h e O t t a w a m e e t i n g t h e 
f o r e i g n m i n i s t e r s a l s o a g r e e d 
o n t r o o p s t r e n g t h i n C e n t r a l 
E u r o p e . T h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a n d 
t h e S o v i e t U n i o n h a v e a g r e e d 
t o a s h a r p r e d u c t i o n i n t r o o p 
s t r e n g t h w i t h e a c h s u p e r p o w ­
e r d e p l o y i n g 1 9 5 , 0 0 0 s o l d i e r s . 
T h i s w i l l a l s o c o n s t i t u t e t h e t o ­
t a l n u m b e r o f S o v i e t t r o o p s s t a ­
t i o n e d o n f o r e i g n t e r r i t o r i e s i n 
E u r o p e . U n d e r t h e a g r e e m e n t , 
t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s c o u l d k e e p 
u p t o 3 0 , 0 0 0 t r o o p s e l s e w h e r e 
i n E u r o p e , a s w e l l a s i t s 
1 9 5 , 0 0 0 s o l d i e r s i n C e n t r a l E u ­
r o p e . 

E a r l i e r o n J a n u a r y 3 1 , B u s h 
p r o p o s e d t h a t a c e i l i n g o f 

1 9 5 , 0 0 0 t r o o p s f o r b o t h s u p e r ­
p o w e r s b e d e p l o y e d i n C e n t r a l 
E u r o p e w h i l e a l l o w i n g t h e U n ­
i t e d S t a t e s t o s t a t i o n a n o t h e r 
3 0 , 0 0 0 t r o o p s e l s e w h e r e i n E u ­
r o p e . M o s c o w r e f u s e d B u s h ' s 
p r o p o s a l w h e n U S S e c r e t a r y o f 
S t a t e J a m e s B a k e r v i s i t e d t h e 
S o v i e t U n i o n e a r l y i n F e ­
b r u a r y . B u t i n O t t a w a , t h e S o ­
v i e t f o r e i g n m i n i s t e r m a d e a 
c o n c e s s i o n a n d a c c e p t e d B u s h ' s 
p r o p o s a l . O t h e r m e m b e r s o f 
N A T O a n d t h e W a r s a w P a c t 
i m m e d i a t e l y s u p p o r t e d t h e p r o ­
p o s a l . 

A l t h o u g h u n i f i c a t i o n o f t h e 
t w o G e r m a n s t a t e s w a s n o t o n 
t h e m e e t i n g ' s a g e n d a , f o r e i g n 
m i n i s t e r s p r i v a t e l y d i s c u s s e d 
t h e i s s u e . W i t h B a k e r ' s e f f o r t s 
t h e U S " t w o p l u s f o u r " f o r m u ­
l a f o r G e r m a n u n i f i c a t i o n w a s 
a c c e p t e d . T h e t w o G e r m a n i c s 
a n d t h e f o u r m a j o r p o w e r s 
— t h e U n i t e d S t a l e s , t h e S o ­
v i e t U n i o n , F r a n c e a n d B r i t a i n 
— r e a c h e d a n a g r e e m e n t t o 
h o l d m e e t i n g s t o d i s c u s s G e r ­
m a n u n i f i c a t i o n . T h e p r o c e s s 

I o f G e r m a n u n i f i c a t i o n h a s t w o 
a s p e c t s . T h e t w o G e r m a n i c s 
w i l l b e g i n t a l k s a f t e r t h e M a r c h 
18 g e n e r a l e l e c t i o n s i n D e m o ­
c r a t i c G e r m a n y . T h e y w i l l d i s ­
c u s s p o l i t i c a l , e c o n o m i c a n d l e ­
g a l i s s u e s o f u n i f i c a t i o n . T h e 
f o u r p o w e r s m u s t b e i n v o l v e d 
w h e n s u c h q u e s t i o n s a s t h e s t a ­
t u s o f B e r l i n a n d t h e n u m b e r o f 
t r o o p s o f t h e t w o m i l i t a r y b l o c s 
i n t h e t w o G e r m a n i c s a r e d i s ­
c u s s e d . 

I t i s b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e p r o ­
g r e s s m a d e a t t h e O t t a w a c o n ­
f e r e n c e p r o v i d e d a d d i t i o n a l 
i m p e t u s t o t h e f u t u r e U S -
S o v i e t d i s a r m a m e n t t a l k s . • 
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CHINA 

Guidelines Proposed by the Central Committee of 
The Communist Party of China for Upholding and 
Improving the System of Multi-Party Co-operation 
And Political Consultation Under the Leadership of 

The Communist Party 

(December 30, 1989) 
r r i h e s y s t e m o f m u l t i - p a r t y c o - o p e r a t i o n a n d 

I p o l i t i c a l c o n s u l t a t i o n u n d e r t h e l e a d e r s h i p 
o f t h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y o f C h i n a ( C P C ) i s 

a b a s i c p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m o f C h i n a . M u t u a l l y u n i t ­
i n g a n d c o - o p e r a t i n g w h i l e s u p e r v i s i n g e a c h o t h e r , 
t h e C P C a n d t h e d e m o c r a t i c p a r t i e s * d e d i c a t e 
t h e m s e l v e s t o t h e g r e a t c a u s e o f b u i l d i n g s o c i a l i s m 
w i t h C h i n e s e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s , o f r e u n i f y i n g C h i n a 
a n d o f m a k i n g t h e c o u n t r y s t r o n g a n d p r o s p e r o u s . 

S u c h a s y s t e m o f p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s , a s p r a c t i s e d 
i n C h i n a , i s a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a s w e l l a s a s t r o n g 
p o i n t o f t h e c o u n t r y ' s p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m . I t i s f u n d a ­
m e n t a l l y d i f f e r e n t f r o m t h e m u l t i - p a r t y o r b i p a r ­
t i s a n s y s t e m i n W e s t e r n c a p i t a l i s t c o u n t r i e s . I t 
a l s o d i f f e r s f r o m t h e o n e - p a r t y s y s t e m p r a c t i s e d i n 
s o m e o t h e r s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s . A s a s o c i a l i s t s y s ­
t e m o f p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s w h i c h s u i t s C h i n a ' s c o n d i ­
t i o n s , i t t u r n e d o u t t o b e a c r e a t i o n e f f e c t e d b y 
i n t e g r a t i n g M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m w i t h C h i n a ' s r e v o ­
l u t i o n a n d c o n s t r u c t i o n . T o p e r s i s t i n a n d i m p r o v e 
t h e s y s t e m i s a m a j o r a s p e c t o f C h i n a ' s p o l i t i c a l 
r e s t r u c t u r i n g . I t i s e s s e n t i a l t o c o n s o l i d a t i n g a n d 
b r o a d e n i n g t h e p a t r i o t i c u n i t e d f r o n t , p r o m o t i n g 
s o c i a l i s t d e m o c r a c y , e n h a n c i n g t h e g r e a t u n i t y o f 
t h e p e o p l e o f a l l n a t i o n a l i t i e s i n t h e c o u n t r y , a s 
w e l l as r e a l i z i n g t h e g e n e r a l t a s k o f t h e C o m m u n ­
i s t P a r t y a n d t h e s t a t e . 

T h e s y s t e m o f m u l t i - p a r t y c o - o p e r a t i o n a n d p o l ­
i t i c a l c o n s u l t a t i o n u n d e r C P C l e a d e r s h i p h a s t a k ­
e n s h a p e a n d d e v e l o p e d i n t h e l o n g y e a r s o f r e v o ­
l u t i o n a r y s t r u g g l e a n d s o c i a l i s t c o n s t r u c t i o n . I n 
t h e p e r i o d o f t h e d e m o c r a t i c r e v o l u t i o n , t h e d e m o ­
c r a t i c p a r t i e s , c o - o p e r a t i n g w i t h t h e C P C i n a j o i n t 
s t r u g g l e f o r m a n y y e a r s , m a d e a g r e a t c o n t r i b u ­
t i o n t o v i c t o r y i n t h e n e w - d e m o c r a t i c r e v o l u t i o n 
a n d t h e f o u n d i n g o f t h e P e o p l e ' s R e p u b l i c . A f t e r 
t h e b i r t h o f N e w C h i n a , t h e y p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t h e 
w o r k o f t h e p e o p l e ' s g o v e r n m e n t a n d t h e 
C h i n e s e P e o p l e ' s P o l i t i c a l C o n s u l t a t i v e C o n f e r ­
e n c e ( C P P C C ) . T h e y h a v e p l a y e d a n i m p o r t a n t 
r o l e i n c o n s o l i d a t i n g t h e p e o p l e ' s d e m o c r a t i c d i c ­

t a t o r s h i p , f a c i l i t a t i n g t h e p r o g r e s s o f s o c i a l i s t 
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n a n d f u r t h e r i n g t h e s o c i a l i s t c a u s e , 
p u s h i n g f o r w a r d t h e r e f o r m s a n d t h e o p e n i n g t o 
t h e o u t s i d e w o r l d , a n d w o r k i n g f o r s o c i a l i s t m o d ­
e r n i z a t i o n . F a c t s s h o w t h a t t h e d e m o c r a t i c p a r t i e s 
a r e c l o s e c o m r a d e s - i n - a r m s o f t h e C P C w h o h a v e 
s t o o d t o g e t h e r w i t h i t t h r o u g h t h e t h i c k a n d t h i n . 
I t h a s a l s o p r o v e d t h a t t h e y a r e a s i g n i f i c a n t f o r c e 
i n C h i n a ' s p a t r i o t i c u n i t e d f r o n t , a s i g n i f i c a n t 
f o r c e f o r m a i n t a i n i n g t h e s t a b i l i t y a n d u n i t y o f 
t h e c o u n t r y a n d f o r p r o m o t i n g s o c i a l i s t m o d e r n i ­
z a t i o n a n d C h i n a ' s r e u n i f i c a t i o n . 

I t i s t h e c o m m o n t a s k o f t h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y 
a n d t h e d e m o c r a t i c p a r t i e s t o p e r s e v e r e i n t h e 
C P C ' s b a s i c l i n e f o r t h e p r i m a r y s t a g e o f s o c i a l ­
i s m , t o r e j u v e n a t e t h e n a t i o n b y b u i l d i n g i t u p a s 
a m o d e r n s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r y t h a t i s s t r o n g a n d p r o s ­
p e r o u s , d e m o c r a t i c a n d h i g h l y c i v i l i z e d , a n d t o 
a c h i e v e t h e c o u n t r y ' s r e u n i f i c a t i o n . 

C h i n a i s a s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r y u n d e r a p e o p l e ' s 
d e m o c r a t i c d i c t a t o r s h i p . T h e C P C i s t h e c o r e o f 
l e a d e r s h i p f o r t h e c a u s e o f s o c i a l i s m a n d t h e p a r t y 
i n p o w e r . T h e d e m o c r a t i c p a r t i e s a r e p o l i t i c a l 
a l l i a n c e s o f s o m e o f t h e s o c i a l i s t w o r k e r s a n d s o m e 
o f t h e p a t r i o t s w h o s u p p o r t s o c i a l i s m , w i t h w h o m 
t h e s e p a r t i e s m a i n t a i n t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e t i e s . T h e y 
a r e c l o s e f r i e n d s o f t h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y , a c c e p t ­
i n g t h e P a r t y ' s l e a d e r s h i p a n d w o r k i n g i n f u l l 
c o - o p e r a t i o n w i t h i t f o r t h e c a u s e o f s o c i a l i s m . 
T h e y a r e p a r t i e s w h i c h p a r t i c i p a t e i n s t a t e a n d 
g o v e r n m e n t a f f a i r s . C h i n a ' s m u l t i - p a r t y c o ­
o p e r a t i o n m u s t b e l e d b y t h e C P C a n d m u s t k e e p 
t o t h e f o u r c a r d i n a l p r i n c i p l e s * * . T h i s i s t h e p o l i t ­
i c a l b a s i s f o r c o - o p e r a t i o n b e t w e e n t h e C P C a n d 
t h e d e m o c r a t i c p a r t i e s . T h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y ' s 
l e a d e r s h i p o v e r t h e d e m o c r a t i c p a r t i e s i s p o l i t i c a l 
l e a d e r s h i p , n a m e l y , l e a d e r s h i p i n t e r m s o f p o l i t i ­
c a l p r i n c i p l e s , t h e p o l i t i c a l o r i e n t a t i o n a n d m a ­
j o r p o l i c i e s . C P C c o m m i t t e e s a t a l l l e v e l s s h o u l d 
s t r e n g t h e n a n d i m p r o v e t h e i r l e a d e r s h i p o v e r t h e 
d e m o c r a t i c p a r t i e s , d e e p e n a n d e x p a n d t h e c o -
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operation with them, and support their efforts to 
promote the material affluence and advanced cul­
ture and ideology of socialism, to implement the 
policy of "one country, two systems," and achieve 
China's reunification. 

"Long-term coexistence, mutual supervision, 
treating each other with all sincerity, and sharing 
each other weal or woe" — these are the basic 
principles for co-operation between the CPC and 
the democratic parties. As the party in power that 
leads a nation with 1.1 billion people, the CPC has 
a great need to hear all kinds of opinion and 
criticism and to accept supervision by the mass­
es. The democratic parties provide an important 
channel for conveying the opinions of the masses 
and thus play a major supervisory role. Giving 
full play to and enhancing the role of the demo­
cratic parties in their participation in state and 
government affairs and in their supervision is of 
great importance to the strengthening and im­
provement of CPC leadership, to the development 
of socialist democracy and politics, to the mainte­
nance of the long-term stability of the country, as 
well as to reforms and opening to the outside 
world and China's modernization. 

The basic points of the democratic parties' par­
ticipation in state and government affairs are: 
joining in the organs of state power; participating 
in the consultation on the major principles and 
policies of the state and on the choice of state 
leaders; participating in the administration of 
state affairs; and participating in the formulation 
and implementation of the principles, policies, 
laws and decrees of the state. 

The general principles for enabling the demo­
cratic parties to play a supervisory role is, on the 
basis of the four cardinal principles, to develop 
democracy, make possible a free airing of views, 
and encourage and support the democratic parties 
and people without party affiliations in putting 
forward their opinions, criticisms and suggestions 
on the principles and policies of the CPC and the 
state and on their work in various fields. They are 
encouraged to say all they know and say it without 
reserve, and to be brave in upholding their correct 
opinions. 

The CPC and the democratic parties must take 
the Constitution as their basic code of conduct, 
and shoulder the responsibility of safeguarding 
the sanctity of the Constitution and guaranteeing 
its implementation. The democratic parties enjoy 
the political freedom, organizational independ­
ence and equal legal status within the scope of 
their rights and duties as stipulated in the Consti­
tution. The CPC supports the democratic parties 
in their independent administration of internal 
affairs, helps them improve working conditions. 

and backs them up in their various activities and 
in their action to protect the legitimate interests 
and reasonable demands of their members and the 
masses they keep in touch with. 

The CPC and the democratic parties jointly 
bear the responsibility of defending national se­
curity and safeguarding social stability and unity. 
Political organizations that oppose the four cardi­
nal principles and endanger state power are abso­
lutely not allowed to exist. Such organizations 
must be banned according to law as soon as they 
are discovered. 
I. Strengthening Co-operation and Consultation Between the CPC and the . Democratic Parties 

1. The political consultation between the CPC 
and the democratic parties is an important part of 
the system of multi-party co-operation and politi­
cal consultation under the leadership of the CPC. 
The following main forms of consultation are to 
be adopted on the basis of the useful experience 
gained since the founding of the People's Re­
public: 

—The principal leaders of the CPC Central 
Committee will invite the principal leaders of the 
democratic parties and representative people with­
out party affiliations to democratic consultations 
on major principles and policies to be put forth by 
the CPC Central Committee. Such consultations 
will generally be held once a year. 

—The principal leaders of the CPC Central 
Committee will invite, at irregular intervals in 
accordance with the requirements of the situation, 
the principal leaders of the democratic parties and 
representative people without party affiliations to 
high-level heart-to-heart talks, involving a small 
number of participants, to converse in an unres­
trained way, exchange ideas and solicit opinions 
on issues of common concern. 

—The CPC will call meetings of people from 
the democratic parties and those without party 
affiliations, briefing them on or exchanging with 
them information about important matters, read­
ing out major documents, listening to their sugges­
tions on policies, or discussing with them certain 
specific subjects. Such meetings will generally be 
held once every two months. Major events will be 
made kjiown immediately after they occur. The 
CPC leading group in the National Committee of 
the CPPCC may be entrusted to chair some of 
these meetings. 

In addition to the above forms of consultation, 
the democratic parties and people without party 
affiliations may present written proposals to the 
CPC Central Committee on major principles and 
policies of the state and on major issues concern-
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ing the modernization programme. They may also 
make appointments with leaders of the CPC Cen­
tral Committee. 

All these forms also apply in principle to the 
consuhative practices between local committees of 
the CPC and the local organizations of the demo­
cratic parties. 

2. Leaders of the CPC committees at various 
levels must keep in contact with leaders of the 
democratic parties so that they can become close 
friends benefitting from each other's frank criti­
cism and can understand and help each other 
politically and ideologically. Relevant depart­
ments of the CPC committees should strengthen 
co-operation with the democratic parties and en­
thusiastically support their work. In grassroots 
units where democratic party groups exist, the 
CPC committees should often organize forums to 
listen to the opinions of the democratic parties and 
bring their initiative into full play. Contradictions 
may arise between the CPC and the democratic 
parties in the course of their co-operation in spite 
of their unity. The contradictions should be cor­
rectly resolved through democratic consultation 
according to the formula of "unity-criticism-
unity" and on the basis of the four cardinal prin­
ciples. 

3. The united front work departments of the 
CPC committees at various levels should assist 
these committees in maintaining close ties with 
the democratic parties, sizing up the situation, 
co-ordinating the relations with them, implement­
ing the principles and policies of the CPC Central 
Committee, and helping the democratic parties 
solve concrete problems in their work. 
II. Letting the Members of Democratic Parties and People Without Party Affiliations Play a Bigger Role in the People's Congresses 

4. The system of people's congresses is the fun­
damental political system of China. The people's 
congresses are the organs through which the 
Chinese people exercise state power. They are also 
an important institution by which members of the 
democratic parties and people without party affi­
liations participate in and discuss state and gov­
ernment affairs and play their supervisory role. 

In the capacity of people's representatives in the 
people's congresses, members of the democratic 
parties and people without party affiliations who 
are deputies to the people's congresses play their 
part in accordance with the Constitution and laws 
like the Organic Law of the National People's 
Congress and the National People's Congress 
Rules of Procedure. 

5. It is necessary to ensure that members of the 

democratic parties and people without party affi­
liations constitute an appropriate proportion of 
the deputies to the National People's Congress 
(NPC), of the members of the NPC Standing 
Committee and of the members of the NPC spe­
cial committees. The special committees can invite 1 
members of the democratic parties and people 
without party affiliations who specialize in rele­
vant fields to serve as advisers. 

In the people's congresses at the level of the 
provinces, the autonomous regions and the muni­
cipalities directly under the central government, it 
is necessary to ensure that members of the demo­
cratic parties and people without party affiliations 
constitute an appropriate proportion of the total 
number of deputies. 

In the people's congresses at the level of cities, 
prefectures and counties, it is necessary to ensure 
an appropriate proportion of people without party 
affiliations, and of members of the democratic 
parties if there are local organizations of these 
parties. 

6. Members of the CPC leading group in a 
people's congress should often exchange informa­
tion, ideas and opinions with members of the 
democratic parties and people without party affi­
liations who are in leading posts in the people's 
congress. 

7. When a people's congress or its standing 
committee establishes a special investigation com­
mittee or one of its special committees conducts 
investigation and study on specific problems, 
members of the democratic parties and people 
without party affiliations who are deputies to the 
people's congresses should be asked to take part, 
and specialists who belong to the democratic par­
ties or who have no party affiliations may be 
invited. 
III. Recommending Members of the Democratic Parties and People Without Party Affiliations for Leading Posts in Governments and Procuratorial and Judicial Organs at All Levels 

8. Members of the democratic parties and peo­
ple without party affiliations assuming leading 
posts of the state and government is a major aspect 
of multi-party co-operation under the leadership 
of the CPC. Effective measures should be taken to 
select members of the democratic parties and peo­
ple without party affiliations for leading posts in 
the State Council and its ministries and commis­
sions or in local governments at the county level 
or above or in their departments. [ 

9. Members of the democratic parties and peo­ple without party affiliations selected to assume eading governmental posts should have both abil-
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ity and political integrity and be revolutionary, 
young, well-educated and vocationally proficient. 
Considering the present situation, a certain mea­
sure of flexibility may be applied with regard to 
the age and public service record of people select­
ed from these two sources. The united front work 
departments and organization departments under 
the CPG committees and the personnel depart­
ments of governments at all levels should examine 
and train candidates recommended by the demo­
cratic parties who meet the requirements for publ­
ic office appointments. 

10. When the State Council and the local gov­
ernments at various levels convene plenary ses­
sions or relevant meetings to discuss work, they 
may, if necessary, invite relevant members of the 
democratic parties and people without party affi­
liations to be present without voting rights. 

Governments at all levels and their departments 
may invite members of the democratic parties and 
people without party affiliations to serve as part-
time functionaries or advisers or sit on consulting 
bodies. They may also ask the democratic parties 
to conduct investigations and make suggestions on 
certain subjects. Government departments may 
consult with their counterparts in the democratic 
parties on professional matters, and organize dis­
cussions with relevant democratic parties and so­
licit their opinions before certain major policy 
measures are decided upon. Attention should be 
paid to providing proper niches for members of 
the democratic parties and people without party 
affihations in the government advisory offices so 
that they can offer some good ideas. 

11. Qualified members of the democratic parties 
and people without party affiliations should be 
recommended for leading posts in the procurato-
rial and judicial organs, and a number of qualified 
people of these two categories who have special­
ized knowledge should be invited to serve as spe­
cial supervisors, procurators, auditors or educa­
tional inspectors. 

People of the above categories may be asked to 
participate in the investigation of major cases or 
the review of matters like tax collection organized 
by government departments in charge of supervi­
sion, auditing or industrial and commercial ad­
ministration. 

12. Democratic parties should, in accordance 
with the policy stipulations of the state, develop in 
a planned way contact and friendship with com­
patriots in Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macao, 
Chinese nationals living abroad and foreigners of 
Chinese descent, helping to introduce funds, tech­
nology and qualified personnel into the country 
and to develop economic intercourse and scientif­
ic, technological, cultural, academic and sports 

exchanges between the mainland and Taiwan, 
Hong Kong and Macao and between China and 
foreign countries. Relevant departments should 
provide enthusiastic assistance and guidance for 
such work. 

13. The democratic parties should aim at serv­
ing the people and exert a good moral influence 
on society while offering consulting and other 
services on economics, science and technology, 
education, law, medical and health work and cul­
tural matters. The relevant government depart­
ments should create the necessary conditions and 
provide active support for the democratic parties 
to make more contributions to socialist moderni­
zation and the cause of reunification of the moth­
erland. 

14. All those working in government depart­
ments. Communist Party members or not, are 
public servants, and must strictly abide by the 
government regulations, laws and discipline and 
serve the people heart and soul. Communist Par­
ty organizations and members, especially leading 
cadres, should respect the position and authority 
of those who are not Communist Party mem­
bers and establish a good co-operative relation­
ship with them. 
IV. Giving a Bigger Role 

To ttie Democratic Parties in the CPPCC 
15. The CPPCC is the organization of China's 

patriotic united front. It is also an important 
organizat ional form of the mul t i -par ty co­
operation and political consultation under CPC 
leadership. The CPPCC should serve as an impor­
tant forum for various parties, mass organizations 
and representatives from various circles to work 
together in unity as they participate in and discuss 
state and government affairs. 

The CPPCC should strengthen political consul­
tation and democratic supervision with regard to 
major policies of the state, important local affairs, 
the implementation of policies, laws and decrees, 
and major issues concerning the people's liveli­
hood and united front work. The Interim Regula­
tions Concerning Political Consultation and De­
mocratic Supervision formulated by the CPPCC 
National Committee should be implemented con­
scientiously. 

16. At all meetings of the CPPCC, it is neces­
sary to ensure the freedom of the committee mem­
bers to criticize and voice dissenting opinions. 

At these meetings, the democratic parties may 
speak and put forward motions in the name of 
their respective parties. 

17. It is necessary to guarantee that members of 
the democratic parties and people without party 
affiliations make up a certain portion of the mem-
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b e r s h i p o f t h e C P P C C S t a n d i n g C o m m i t t e e a n d 
t h e C P P C C l e a d e r s h i p . T h e r e s h o u l d b e p e o p l e o f 
these t w o c a t e g o r i e s i n t h e v a r i o u s s p e c i a l c o m m i t ­
tees o f t h e C P P C C . T h e r e s h o u l d a l s o b e a c e r t a i n 
n u m b e r o f b o t h s e r v i n g as f u l l - t i m e l e a d i n g c a d r e s 
i n C P P C C o f f i c e s w h o a r e a s s u r e d o f p o w e r s a n d 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s c o m m e n s u r a t e w i t h t h e i r pos t s . 
C P P C C o f f i c e s s h o u l d d o b e t t e r w o r k t o c r e a t e 
c o n d i t i o n s f o r t h e d e m o c r a t i c p a r t i e s t o c a r r y o u t 
t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s a n d r e m e m b e r t o a r r a n g e f o r t h e 
t w o c a t e g o r i e s o f p e o p l e t o t a k e p a r t i n v i s i t s t o 
f o r e i g n c o u n t r i e s a n d i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s . 

18 . T h e r i g h t s o f C P P C C c o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s 
f r o m d e m o c r a t i c p a r t i e s a n d f r o m a m o n g p e o ­
p l e w i t h o u t p a r t y a f f i l i a t i o n s t o g o o n i n s p e c ­
t i o n t o u r s , r e p o r t o f f e n c e s a n d t a k e p a r t i n i n v e s ­
t i g a t i o n s a n d c h e c k u p s m u s t be r e s p e c t e d . T h e 
r e l e v a n t d e p a r t m e n t s s h o u l d s t u d y a n d h a n d l e 
s e r i o u s l y a l l t h e i r m o t i o n s a n d r e p o r t s o n o f f e n c e s 
a n d g i v e t h e m a t i m e l y r e s p o n s e . 

19 . T h e C P C a n d t h e r e l e v a n t g o v e r n m e n t 
d e p a r t m e n t s s h o u l d e s t a b l i s h c o n t a c t w i t h t h e 
C P P C C a n d t h e C P P C C s p e c i a l c o m m i t t e e s r e l a t ­
e d t o t h e m so as t o b r i n g i n t o p l a y t h e i r a d v i s o r y 
r o l e i n p o l i c y - m a k i n g . 

2 0 . I n t h e l i g h t o f i t s c o n s t i t u t i o n , t h e C P P C C 
s h o u l d a r r a n g e f o r a n d e n c o u r a g e i t s m e m b e r s t o 
s t u d y , o n a v o l u n t a r y bas i s , M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m 
a n d M a o Z e d o n g T h o u g h t , t h e p r i n c i p l e s a n d 
p o l i c i e s o f t h e C P C a n d t h e s t a t e a n d c u r r e n t 
p o l i t i c a l a f f a i r s . T h i s w i l l h e l p a c h i e v e a u n i ­
f i e d u n d e r s t a n d i n g a n d e n h a n c e u n i t y a n d c o ­
o p e r a t i o n o n a c o m m o n p o l i t i c a l ba s i s . 

V. Supporting the Democratic Parties in 
Their Efforts to Strenghen Themselves 
Ideologically and Organizationally 

2 1 . T o u p h o l d a n d c o n t i n u a l l y i m p r o v e t h e sys ­
t e m o f m u l t i - p a r t y c o - o p e r a t i o n a n d p o l i t i c a l c o n ­
s u l t a t i o n u n d e r t h e l e a d e r s h i p o f t h e C P C , t h e 
d e m o c r a t i c p a r t i e s s h o u l d s t r e n g t h e n t h e m s e l v e s , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e i r l e a d i n g b o d i e s a t a l l l e v e l s , b o t h 
i d e o l o g i c a l l y a n d o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l y . 

T h e o l d e r g e n e r a t i o n o f l e a d e r s o f t h e d e m o c r a t ­
i c p a r t i e s w o r k i n g a t t h e c e n t r a l a n d p r o v i n c i a l 
l e v e l s h a v e m a d e i m p o r t a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o t h e 
n a t i o n , a n d i t i s n e c e s s a r y t o c o n t i n u e t o t u r n t h e i r 
i n f l u e n c e a n d r e s o u r c e s t o g o o d a c c o u n t . A t t h e 
s a m e t i m e , h o w e v e r , t h e s e p a r t i e s s h o u l d c u l t i v a t e 
a n d t r a i n a g o o d n u m b e r o f m i d d l e - a g e d a n d 
y o u n g m e n a n d w o m e n w h o s u p p o r t t h e f o u r 
c a r d i n a l p i n c i p l e s a n d t h e p o l i c i e s o f r e f o r m a n d 
o p e n i n g t o t h e o u t s i d e w o r l d , w h o e n j o y m a s s 
s u p p o r t a n d w h o h a v e e x e c u t i v e s k i l l s , p e o p l e 
w h o c a n be g r a d u a l l y r e c r u i t e d i n t o t h e l e a d i n g 
b o d i e s . T h e C P C c o m m i t t e e s a n d t h e r e l e v a n t 
d e p a r t m e n t s a t a l l l e v e l s s h o u l d h e l p t h e d e m o ­

c r a t i c p a r t i e s c a r r y o u t t h e t a s k . 
2 2 . T h e d e m o c r a t i c p a r t i e s s h o u l d p a y a t t e n t i o n 

t o i m p r o v i n g t h e q u a l i t y o f t h e i r m e m b e r s h i p . 
W h e n r e c r u i t i n g m e m b e r s , t h e y s h o u l d a t t a c h i m ­
p o r t a n c e t o t h e i r p o l i t i c a l i n t e g r i t y , s t r e s s i n g b o t h 
m o r a l s t a n d a r d s a n d t a l e n t . W h i l e e x p a n d i n g t h e i r 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s , t h e d e m o c r a t i c p a r t i e s s h o u l d w o r k 
w i t h i n t h e scope a n d a m o n g t h e p e o p l e t h a t h a v e 
b e e n a g r e e d u p o n t h r o u g h n e g o t i a t i o n s a n d s h o u l d 
m a i n l y accep t t h o s e w h o h a v e s o m e i n f l u e n c e 
a m o n g c e r t a i n t y p e s o f p e o p l e i n m e d i u m - s i z e d 
a n d l a r g e c i t i e s . I n case o f a n o v e r l a p p i n g o f 
m e m b e r s h i p , t h e q u e s t i o n s h o u l d b e s e t t l e d 
t h r o u g h c o n s u l t a t i o n b e t w e e n t h e p a r t i e s c o n ­
c e r n e d o n t h e bas i s o f t h e c a n d i d a t e ' s o w n c h o i c e . 

2 3 . T h e d e m o c r a t i c p a r t i e s s h o u l d c a r r y f o r w a r d 
t h e i r f i n e t r a d i t i o n o f s e l f - e d u c a t i o n a n d d o b e t t e r 
i d e o l o g i c a l a n d p o l i t i c a l w o r k a m o n g t h e i r m e m ­
b e r s h i p . T h e y s h o u l d c a r r y o u t i n - d e p t h e d u c a t i o n 
a m o n g t h e i r m e m b e r s i n t h e n e e d t o a d h e r e t o t h e 
f o u r c a r d i n a l p r i n c i p l e s a n d t o o p p o s e b o u r g e o i s 
l i b e r a l i z a t i o n , i n p a t r i o t i s m a n d s o c i a l i s m , i n t h e 
b a s i c c o n d i t i o n s o f C h i n a a n d i n t h e f i n e t r a d i t i o n 
o f l o n g - t e r m c o - o p e r a t i o n b e t w e e n t h e d e m o c r a t i c 
p a r t i e s a n d t h e C P C . 

T h e c e n t r a l a n d p r o v i n c i a l i n s t i t u t e s o f s o c i a l ­
i s m , as j o i n t c a d r e t r a i n i n g s c h o o l s f o r t h e d e m o ­
c r a t i c p a r t i e s a n d p e o p l e w i t h o u t p a r t y a f f i l i a ­
t i o n s , s h o u l d be e f f e c t i v e l y o p e r a t e d . T h e s t u d y 
o f M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m a n d M a o Z e d o n g T h o u g h t 
s h o u l d be m a d e a r e q u i r e d c o u r s e . T h e g o v e r n ­
m e n t s s h o u l d g i v e s u c h s c h o o l s e a r n e s t s u p p o r t b y 
p r o v i d i n g t h e m w i t h t e a c h e r s a n d f u n d s . 

A n y n e w s p a p e r a n d p e r i o d i c a l p u b l i s h e d b y t h e 
d e m o c r a t i c p a r t i e s s h o u l d a d h e r e t o t h e f o u r c a r ­
d i n a l p r i n c i p l e s a n d p u b l i c i z e t h e p o l i c i e s o f . t h e 
s t a t e w h i l e e x h i b i t i n g t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e c h a r a c t e r i s ­
t i c s . 

2 4 . T h e d e m o c r a t i c p a r t i e s s h o u l d t a k e e f f e c t i v e 
m e a s u r e s t o i m p r o v e t h e i r o f f i c e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
a n d r a i s e t h e p o l i t i c a l q u a l i t y a n d p r o f e s s i o n a l 
l e v e l o f t h e i r o f f i c e s t a f f . T h e y s h o u l d a l s o e x e r ­
c i se b e t t e r c o n t r o l o v e r t h e a p p o i n t m e n t a n d r e ­
m o v a l a n d t h e t r a n s f e r o f t h e i r o f f i c e s t a f f i n 
a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e p o l i c i e s o n c a d r e s , t h e p e r s o n ­
n e l s y s t e m a n d t h e r e l e v a n t r e g u l a t i o n s o f t h e 
s t a t e . • 

Notes 
* They are: The China Revolutionary Committee of the 

Kuomintang, the China Democratic League, the China 
Democratic National Construction Association, the China 
Association for Promoting Democracy, the Chinese Peas­
ants' and Workers' Democratic Party, the China Chih Kung 
Tang, the Jiu San Society and the Taiwan Democratic 
Self-Government League. 

** Adherence to the socialist road. Communist Par­
ty leadership, the people's democratic dictatorship and 
Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought. 
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Has Socialism Failed in China? 
by Wen Di 

This is the second instalment of the article "Socialism Will Save China," the first 
instalment of which appeared under the same title in Issue No. 9. The third and the 

fourth instalments will be published under different titles in our next two issues.—Ed. 

r r i h o s e who proposed rein-
I troducing capitalism into 

China based their argu­
ment on the idea that socialism 
had totally failed in the coun­
try. The worry they sometimes 
showed about the future of 
China is also based on this arbi­
trary assertion. Despite the bold­
ness of this assumption, so far no 
solidly written articles have been 
provided to back up the idea. 

China's opening up to the out­
side world enabled many young 
people to see for the first time 
the almost unbearable differ­
ences between the East and the 
West, a sight which left them 
both astonished and ashamed. 
Few, however, seriously analysed 
the reasons behind the differ­
ences. Dominated by feelings 
rather than by scientific analysis, 
they used the socialist system as 
a scapegoat for all inadequacies, 
believing that if capitalism were 
re-established all of the nation's 
problems would be solved. There 
was no recognition of the fact 
that if socialism had been the 
drag on the momentum of the 
nation's productive forces, it 
would long ago have lost its rea­
son to exist. Fortunately, social­
ism has been practised in the So­
viet Union and China for de­
cades and so the question of 
its productive value can be an­
swered with facts and figures. 
There is no reason for the discus­

sion to dissolve into a theoretical 
whirlpool of endless disputes. 

The USSR 
By viewing history from both a 

vertical and horizontal perspec­
tive, one avoids reaching conclu­
sions based solely on his or her 
personal feelings. Once it is un­
derstood that socialism was 
first established in comparative­
ly poor countries or, as Lenin 
said, on the relatively weak links 
of imperialism, no argument 
concerning the question will be 
necessary. Even though it is the 
world's oldest socialist country, 
however, the Soviet Union still 
faces a considerable economic 
gap with the United States. Ac­
cording to figures issued by the 
Taiwan authorities, the per-
capita gross national product 
(GNP) of the United States and 
the Soviet Union in 1985 was 
US$14,090 and US$6,350 respec­
tively. Considering the fact that 
the per-capita income of Russia 
in 1914, the year World War I 
broke out, was only one-eighth 
that of the United States, there is 
no reason to claim that socialism 
has held back the development 
of the Soviet economy. 

Prior to the October Revolu­
tion in 1917, Russia, in compari­
son with other European powers, 
had the most backward produc­
tive forces. In 1910, it produced 3 

million tons of pig iron and 25 
million tons of coal, while Bri­
tain turned out 10 million tons of 
pig iron and 270 million tons of 
coal, and Germany produced 15 
million tons of pig iron and 150 
million tons of coal respectively 
—not to mention the enormous 
difference in output between 
Russia and the United States. 

It was not until 1928 that the 
Soviet economy, seriously dam­
aged by World War I and the 
civil war following the October 
Revolution, returned to the level 
of 1913. During the decade be­
tween 1928 and 1938, the Soviet 
Union underwent two five-year 
plans and quickly narrowed the 
gap in per-capita industrial out­
put between it and the United 
States from one-eighth to one-
fourth. Moreover, during the 12 
years between 1926 and 1938, the 
output of the Soviet Union's 
manufacturing industry rose an 
amazing eight and a half times. 
During this same time, the econ­
omy of the United States suf­
fered from the "Great Depres­
sion" from which it required a 
whole decade to return to the 
pre-stock market crash days of 
1929. There is a consensus now, 
as well, that the recovery by the 
United States was due in part to 
the outbreak of World War II. 

Very few of today's young peo­
ple know that the Soviet econo­
mic accomplishment at the time 
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was a near miraculous event. A 
Western scholar recently com­
mented that even if one uses 
conservative estimates, such rap­
id growth of the Soviet Union's 
manufacturing industry and na­
tional income was unprecedented 
in the world history of econo­
mics. Despite the many mistakes 
Stahn committed at the time, the 
rapid development of the Soviet 
Union during the 1930s is an in­
disputable fact. Moreover, with­
out such an economic accom­
plishment, the Soviet army could 
not have won its decisive victory 
in the fight against German fas­
cists during World War II. The 
nation's economic strength was 
so advanced after the war that, 
by 1950, it equalled that of Bri­
tain and France combined and 
approached a third that of the 
United States. The momentum 
of the Soviet economy finally 
landed the nation in the position 
as one of the world's two super­
powers. 

This remarkable growth of the 
Soviet economy began to slow 
down in the 1970s during the lat­
ter period of Brezhnev's rule and 
is now beset, particularly in agri­
culture, with severe problems, 
due in part to the nation's gigan­
tic military expenses. The coun­
try is now in the midst of reform 
but whether or not they can ex­
tricate themselves from the pre­
sent difficulties is a question 
only time will answer. Neverthe­
less, it is an indisputable fact 
that in the early stages socialism 
helped the Soviet Union advance 
from an underdeveloped country 
to an industrialized nation. 

The current plight of the So­
viet economy does not mean, of 
course, that the US economy 
lacks problems. One need only 
look at the government deficit 
and debt to understand the ser­
ious economic problems facing 
the United States. In 1985, the 
federal deficit a m o u n t e d to 
US$202.8 billion. It is currently 
close to US$3,000 billion and, if 

not reversed, is likely to reach 
US$13,000 billion by 2000. This 
will require annual interest pay­
ments of US$1,500 billion. Other 
economic difficulties are evident 
in the difference in living stan­
dards between the rich and the 
poor, the most glaring of all de­
veloped countries. One example 
of the impact this disparity has 
is the fact that one-third of the 
poorest Americans have no in­
terest in exercising their right to 
vote. Although capitalism has 
been established in the world for 
more than 300 years, it is clear 
that it is still facing a variety of 
problems. 

After World War II , rapid 
scientific and technological de­
velopment sped economic growth 
throughout the world. Moreov­
er, the changes in class structure 
and improved living standards 
helped ease many of the earlier 
contradictions of capitalism. So­
cialism, on the other hand, hav­
ing entered the world stage for 
only several dozen years, had 
to contend with hostile capital­
ist forces as it tried to develop a 
society with more lofty ideals. 
W h o can say with certainty, 
then, that socialism has reached 
the end of its useful life? 

China's Development 
Let's examine more closely 

now the question of whether so­
cialism can save China. China is 
a developing country. To begin 
with, the industrial level in 1952 
was lower than that of Britain in 
1860 and Germany in 1890, and 
nearly the same as Russia in 1910. 
In 1952, China was able to prod­
uce only 1.35 million tons of steel 
while Japan's output of steel, by 
1938, had already reached 7 mil­
lion tons. It is very important 
to make clear China's position 
when it began its socialist con­
struction. 

In his The Condition of the 
Working Class in England pub­
lished in 1845, Frederick Engels 
accurately reflected on the mis­
erable life of the British workers. 
In terms of per-capita industrial 
output, the country's industrial 
level in 1952 equalled, at best, 
that of Britain during the late 
18th century indust r ia l revo­
lution. Despite the embarrass­
ment this history of poverty may 
cause Chinese citizens, it is an 
undeniable fact. Also undeni­
able, however, is the fact that 
this level only occurred in a time 
when the capitalist society car­
ried out its primitive accumula-
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t i o n o f f u n d s . G i v e n s u c h a h i s ­
t o r i c a l r e c o r d , t h e m i s e r a b l e c o n ­
d i t i o n s d e s c r i b e d b y E n g e l s a r e 
b o u n d t o r e a p p e a r i f w e a l l o w 
c a p i t a l i s m t o r e t u r n . 

F e w y o u n g s t u d e n t s w h o k n o w 
n o t h i n g a b o u t p a s t s t a r v a t i o n 
a n d f e w o f t h e i r t e a c h e r s w h o 
d e n i g r a t e C h i n a ' s e c o n o m i c d e ­
v e l o p m e n t p e r h a p s o u t o f n o i l l 
w i l l k n o w w e l l o n w h a t a b a s ­
i s N e w C h i n a b e g a n i t s s o c i a l ­
i s t c o n s t r u c t i o n . S o m e h a v e e v e n 
f o r g o t t h e m i s e r i e s b r o u g h t t o 
t h e C h i n e s e p e o p l e b y i m p e r i a l i s t 
a g g r e s s i o n s i n c e t h e t i m e o f t h e 
Opium W a r . S o m e , y e a r n i n g f o r 
t h e h i g h l y a d v a n c e d m a t e r i a l 
c i v i l i z a t i o n o f W e s t e r n a n d 
N o r t h e r n E u r o p e a n d N o r t h 
A m e r i c a , d o n o t r e a l i z e t h a t 
t h e s e a r e a s b e g a n t o a c c u m u l a t e , 
i n p a r t b y b l o o d y c o l o n i a l p l u n ­
d e r a n d u n j u s t w a r s , t h e i r w e a l t h 
2 0 0 t o 3 0 0 y e a r s a g o . T h u s , t o 
m a k e a n o b j e c t i v e a n d f a i r a p ­
p r a i s a l o f C h i n a ' s e c o n o m i c d e ­
v e l o p m e n t o v e r t h e p a s t f o u r 
d e c a d e s , i t i s n e c e s s a r y t o u n ­
d e r s t a n d t h e e c o n o m i c s t a r t i n g 
p o i n t o f t h e P e o p l e ' s R e p u b l i c . 

E v e n a m o n g t h i r d w o r l d c o u n ­
t r i e s , C h i n a i s o n e w i t h a p o o r 
e c o n o m i c f o u n d a t i o n . F o r i n s t ­
a n c e , I n d i a a l r e a d y h a d m o r e 
t h a n 5 0 , 0 0 0 k m o f r a i l w a y s i n 
1914 w h i l e C h i n a h a d o n l y 2 2 , 0 0 0 
k m e v e n i n 1 9 4 9 . I n s p i t e o f t h i s 
g a p , f i g u r e s p r o v i d e d b y t h e 
W o r l d B a n k s h o w t h a t t h e s p e e d 
o f C h i n a ' s b e l a t e d d e v e l o p m e n t 
w a s n o t o n l y h i g h e r t h a n t h a t o f 
I n d i a b u t a l s o e x c e e d e d t h e a v ­
e r a g e r a t e o f o t h e r d e v e l o p i n g 
c o u n t r i e s . C h i n a ' s r a t e o f d e v e l ­
o p m e n t b e t w e e n 1 9 6 3 a n d 1 9 8 4 
w a s 2 - 3 p e r c e n t a g e p o i n t s h i g h e r 
t h a n t h a t o f I n d i a w h o s e r a t e , i n 
t u r n , b e t w e e n 1 9 8 0 a n d 1 9 8 5 w a s 
a b l e t o s u r p a s s t h a t o f T a i w a n 
a n d J a p a n . 

C h i n a ' s p r o g r e s s i s c l e a r w h e n 
o n e c o m p a r e s t h e t w o n a t i o n s ' 
i n d u s t r i a l d e v e l o p m e n t . A c c o r d ­
i n g t o f i g u r e s o f t h e U S C e n t r a l 
I n t e l l i g e n c e A g e n c y , t h e a v e r a g e 
g r o w t h o f C h i n a ' s i n d u s t r i a l 

p r o d u c t i o n b e t w e e n 1 9 6 5 a n d 
1 9 8 4 w a s 8 p e r c e n t a g e p o i n t s 
h i g h e r t h a n t h a t o f I n d i a . E v e n 
d u r i n g t h e d i f f i c u l t t i m e o f t h e 
" c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n " ( 1 9 6 6 - 7 6 ) , 
C h i n a ' s g r o w t h r a t e w a s c l o s e t o 
10 p e r c e n t , s t i l l h i g h e r t h a n t h e 
u n d e r 4 p e r c e n t g r o w t h r a t e i n 
I n d i a . S o , e v e n i f w e t a k e f o r e i g n 
a p p r a i s a l o f C h i n a ' s g r o w t h r a t e 
w i t h a c e r t a i n s k e p t i c i s m , t h e r e i s 
n o r e a s o n t o c l a i m t h a t s o c i a l i s m 
h a s f a i l e d . I n a d d i t i o n , s t a t i s t i c s 
p r o v i d e d b y t h e W o r l d B a n k i n ­
d i c a t e t h a t , e x c e p t f o r J a p a n , b e ­
t w e e n 1 9 5 0 a n d 1 9 7 8 t h e G N P o f 
i n d u s t r i a l i z e d c o u n ­
t r i e s g e n e r a l l y i n ­
c r e a s e d s i x t i m e s 
w h i l e t h a t o f C h i n a 
r o s e m o r e t h a n 16 
t i m e s . S u c h g r o w t h a l ­
l o w e d C h i n a ' s p r e s e n t 
p e r - c a p i t a G N P t o 
m e e t t h e l e v e l o f B r i ­
t a i n a n d t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s i n 1 9 0 0 . I n o t h ­
e r w o r d s , i n t h e p a s t 
4 0 y e a r s , C h i n a h a s 
m a n a g e d e c o n o m i c a l ­
l y w h a t i t t o o k B r i t a i n 
m o r e t h a n 1 0 0 y e a r s . 
A t t h e v e r y l e a s t , w e 
c a n s a y t h a t o f a l l n a ­
t i o n s h a v i n g a p o p u l a ­
t i o n o f m o r e t h a n 1 0 0 
m i l l i o n , C h i n a h a s r e ­
g i s t e r e d t h e q u i c k e s t 
r a t e o f d e v e l o p m e n t . 

I t i s t r u e , u n f o r t u n ­
a t e l y , t h a t i n t h e 
p a s t f o u r d e c a d e s t h e 
C h i n e s e C o m m u n i s t 
P a r t y m a d e g r a v e 
m i s t a k e s i n h a n d l i n g 
s o m e i m p o r t a n t p o l i t i c a l a n d 
e c o n o m i c m a t t e r s a n d t h a t , w i t h ­
o u t t h e s e m i s t a k e s , C h i n a ' s d e ­
v e l o p m e n t m i g h t h a v e b e e n e v e n 
f a s t e r . I t i s q u i t e u n r e a l i s t i c , 
h o w e v e r , t o e x p e c t a n y n a t i o n 
n o t t o m a k e m i s t a k e s i n t h e 
c o u r s e o f i t s i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n , l e t 
a l o n e a c o u n t r y s u c h a s C h i n a , 
b a c k w a r d a n d p o o r w i t h i t s c u l ­
t u r e d e e p l y r o o t e d i n f e u d a l i s m , 

w h i c h b e g a n s o c i a l i s m i s o l a t e d , 
s u b j e c t t o e c o n o m i c b l o c k a d e 
a n d s u r r o u n d e d b y h o s t i l e f o r c e s . 

Taiwan and the Mainland 

D o e s t h e e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p ­
m e n t o f T a i w a n d e m o n s t r a t e t h e 
f a i l u r e o f t h e m a i n l a n d ' s s o c i a l ­
i s m ? I n t e r m s o f p e r - c a p i t a G N P , 
t h e r e i s i n d e e d a b i g g a p b e t w e e n 
t h e t w o . A c c o r d i n g t o f i g u r e s r e ­
l e a s e d b y T a i w a n , t h e p e r - c a p i t a 
G N P o f t h e m a i n l a n d a n d T a i ­
w a n i n 1 9 8 5 w a s r e s p e c t i v e l y 
U S $ 2 9 0 a n d U S $ 3 , 1 4 2 , i n d i c a t -

China's first sinter welding rod production line, with 
an annual output of 5 , 0 0 0 tons, began operation in 
Jingzhou last August. The products have been ap­
proved by product rating authorities in the United 
States, Norway, the Federal Republic of Germany and 
the Soviet Union. Z H E N G r O N C J l 

i n g t h a t t h e m a i n l a n d h a d o n l y 
t h a t y e a r r e a c h e d t h e e c o n o m i c 
l e v e l o f T a i w a n i n t h e 1 9 3 0 s . 

T a i w a n ' s e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p ­
m e n t , h o w e v e r , i s t h e r e s u l t o f 
m a n y f a v o u r a b l e e c o n o m i c c o n ­
d i t i o n s n o t a v a i l a b l e t o t h e m a i n ­
l a n d . F i r s t , a c o n s i d e r a b l e e c o n o ­
m i c f o u n d a t i o n w a s l a i d d u r i n g 
J a p a n ' s 5 0 y e a r s o f o c c u p a t i o n o f 
T a i w a n . I n a d d i t i o n t o t h e i n f r a s -
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The angled caterpillar conveyor, jointly manufactured by the Shenyang Crane 
Transport Machinery Plant and the Shenyang Coal Mine Designing Institute, passed 
a quality evaluation on November 29, 1 9 8 9 . It can hoist materials at inclines 
ranging from 3 0 to 60 degrees. LI YONGHONC 

tructure and facilities such as 
railways, harbours and schools 
built by the Japanese, the Ja­
panese even left resources as geo­
logical maps which are still of 
use today. Second, the United 
States provided a huge amount 
of economic and military aid. 
Third, the Kuomintang took a 
large sum of mainland money to 
Taiwan when it fled. Fourth, the 
experiences accumulated by the 
Kuomintang during its more 
than two-decade rule in China 
and the lessons it drew from 
its failure to efficiently govern. 
Fifth, the enormous economic 
benefits brought about by the 
Korean and Viet Nam wars and 
the export-oriented economy 
which the wars stimulated. Sixth, 
the advantages acquired through 
participation in the capitalist 
world's economic system. Sev­
enth, the mihtary protection of­
fered by the United States. 
Eighth, Taiwan's special geo­
graphical location. 

Of course, there were still oth­
er favourable factors but the 
ones cited above were not possi­
ble for China's mainland because 
of its huge land area. Thus, be­
cause of the difference in con­
ditions between Taiwan and the 
mainland, it is not accurate to 
use the success of Taiwan's de­
velopment as an argument den­
ying the viability of the main­
land's socialism. Clearly, even if 
the Kuomintang had not been 
overthrown and the mainland 
had continued the capitalist sys­
tem, development on the main­
land would still not have 
equalled or surpassed Taiwan. 
This is further evidenced by the 
fact that the Kuomintang ac­
complished nothing during its 
22-year rule over the mainland. 

A rounded view of the econo­
my in Taiwan and the mainland 
makes it clear that some of Tai­
wan's economic indicators are 
similar to the mainland. Pow­
er generation, critical to devel­
opment, is a case in point. It is 

well known that Taiwan's power 
industry is forging rapidly ahead 
and that it has constructed a 
number of nuclear power plants. 
In 1952,'a total of 1.42 billion 
kwh of electricity were generated 
in Taiwan, approximately one-
fifth of the mainland's 7.3 billion 
kwh. In 1985, Taiwan generated 
a total of 52.6 billion kwh of 
electricity, which was one-eighth 
of the mainland's output. The 
output of cement also tumbled 
from one-sixth to one-llth during 
the same period. 

In the late 1930s, Japan's eco­
nomic growth had already 
reached the level of Western 
powers. Even though the econo­
mic level of Taiwan, occupied by 
Japan at the time, was lower than 
that of Japan, the figure was still 
much higher than that of China's 
mainland. In comparison with 
Hong Kong, Japan is economi­
cally superior, as is Hong Kong 
to Taiwan and Taiwan to the 
mainland. This situation took 
shape in the 1930s and remains 
unchanged today. 

It is evident that just as we 
cannot expect the Taiwan econo­
my to outstrip that of Japan, one 
cannot expect China's mainland 
economy to outpace Taiwan's. 

Given the fact that Taiwan's eco­
nomic level was already 30 years 
ahead of the mainland's in the 
1950s, it is not difficult to under­
stand the marked gap today in 
their respective economies. 

Those without polhical bias 
should be able to see Taiwan's 
economic achievements without 
negating the great progress made 
in the mainland in the past 40 
years. What is surprising is that 
some political "elites" are unwill­
ing to squarely face the tremen­
dous changes which have taken 
place in the mainland. 
Views of Western Scholars 

Some people have forgot the 
hard work done by so many 
workers, farmers and intellec­
tuals over the past four decades. 
In their eyes, most Chinese love 
ease, hate work and are given to 
idling away their time, which led 
to China's current backward si­
tuation. Such bias is further 
from the truth than ignorance. 
In comparison, many Western 
scholars and those who have 
stayed in China for some time 
are far more objective; they are 
amazed at the positive changes 
which have occurred in China. 
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Examples are too numerous to 

mention but we can get some 
idea of the situation from one 
scholar who specialized in the 
study of the rise and decline of 
the world's major powers. In 
1953, he noted, the output of Chi­
na's manufacturing industry ac­
counted for only 2.3 percent of 
the world total and its entire in­
dustrial output was only 70 per­
cent of Britain's 1900 level. The 
possibility of prosperity, howev­
er, was not hopeless. By 1957, 
when the First Five-Year Plan 
ended, the country's industrial 
output had doubled and, al­
though the "great leap forward" 
in 1958 and the "cultural revolu­
tion" (1966-76) markedly slowed 
economic development, China's 
steel output in 1980 reached 37 
million tons, far exceeding the 
output of Britain and France. In 
1980, the output of China's man­
ufacturing industry soared from 
3.9 percent in 1973 to 5 percent 
of the world total, a figure ap­
proaching that of West Ger­
many. Although there were var­
ious problems in the country, it 
had begun to move in the direc­
tion of a truly strong nation and, 
moreover, had laid the economic 
foundation for this position. 

From 1953 to 1980, this scho­
lar witnesses sustained growth 
in China's national economy. 

Such developments are of his­
torical note because, in the pre­
vious more than 200 years, Chi­
na's national strength had been 
in a state of continual decline. In 
1750, China still could be regard­
ed as a powerful nation, but, af­
ter the Opium War in 1840, it 
was reduced to a weak country 
which repeatedly ceded territory 
and paid indemnities to foreign 
powers. What brought our large 
country with its huge population 
and long history to such a humi­
liating state? The main reason 
lay in the decline of its nation­
al strength, a decline which was 
gradually reversed only after the 
founding of the People's Republ­
ic of China. 

When China exploded its first 
atom bomb in 1964, people react­
ed with joy as the news spread. 
Do the Chinese people like to 
resort to force and war of aggres­
sion? The Chinese people have 
suffered deeply from imperial­
ism and know clearly that with­
out the abihty to defend them­
selves, there will be no dignity 
and freedom. This is partly why 
the Chinese people regard with 

disdain those who worship ev­
erything foreign and those who 
fawn on foreigners. This is not 
because of a backward mentality 
or xenophobia but because the 
nation has its national pride of 
its past and its self-respect and 
self-confidence based on this na­
tional consciousness. The 
Chinese not only have the will to 
fight to the last drop of their 
blood against an enemy but also 
the ability to stand on their own 
feet among the family of na­
tions. We firmly believe this na­
tion will have a bright future. 

It is interesting to note how 
foreigners appraise China's pros­
pects for economic development. 
An article published in Britain's 
Economist pointed out that if, 
between 1985 and 2000, the 
economies of China and India 
grow at an average annual rate of 
8 percent and 7 percent respec­
tively, and the four European 
economic powers maintain the 
average growth rate they had be­
tween 1970 and 1982, by 2000, 
China will far surpass the econ­
omies of Italy and Britain, by 
2003, West Germany and by 
2020 the combined figure of 
West Germany and France al­
though, compared with the four 
European powers, the gross na­
tional product of China and In­
dia now still has room for 
growth. The article also notes 
that China has greater potential 
than India to reach this econo­
mic level. Even if after econo­
mic rectification China's annual 
growth rate is kept at a moderate 
rate of 6 percent, the nation will 
still be able to catch up with Ita­
ly and Britain in the early 21th 
century. 

Socialism Succeeds in China 
Some people only see draw­

backs in socialism, painting an 
imaginary picture of the benefits 
capitalism may bring to China. 
They can, of course, think what 
they want to think. But we have 

On February 4 this year, China launched its fifth communications satellite with its 
Long March III carrier rocket. The success once again proves that China's commun­
ications rocket technology is qoallfied to enter the world market. ZOU Yl 
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already seen the fact—China's 
socialism is inferior neither to 
the capitalism of India nor to 
that of most developing coun­
tries. It is a view shared by many 
Western politicians and scholars. 
This author firmly believes that 
socialism can save China, a view 
based on this reality. China's so­
cialism cannot be said to be very 
successful for the Chinese people 
have not created their economic 
wonder. However, on the whole, 
China's socialism is initially suc­
cessful, because it has created 
a higher economic growth rate 
than most capitalist countries. 
China has made more explora­
tions than oth^r countries and, at 
the same time, made many mis­
takes, which has provided it with 
many experiences and lessons. It 
is highly likely that China's econ­
omy will continue to develop 
steadily and that the country will 
create its economic wonder with­
in the first 20 to 30 years of the 
21s century. 

China's affairs should be han­
dled by the Chinese people on 
the main land as should any 
accompanying difficulties. We 
should rely on our own efforts, 
our own wisdom and our hard 
work to catch up with and sur­
pass the world's developed coun­
tries. Just as the people of In­
dia are proud of their post-
independence achievements, the 
Chinese people have every rea­
son to be proud of the progress 
scored in the past four decades. 

The analyses of China's cur­
rent situation made by some pol­
itical "elites" are emotional, one­
sided and unrealistic. If they are 
wiUing to return to reality and 
contribute to China's industriali­
zation and modernization, they 
could provide benefits to both 
the state and the nation. The 
People's Republic, however, does 
have its meritorious workers and 
true elites—those who have, dur­
ing the past four decades, quietly 
put their shoulder to the wheel 
and created material and spiri­

tual wealth for the country . 
Without their efforts, it is impos­
sible for China to catch up with 
and surpass Britain, France and 
West Germany, nations who had 
a much higher starting point 
for economic development, nor 
would it be possible for China to 
be able to turn out atom and 
hydrogen bombs, man-made sa­
tellites and intercontinental mis­
siles so quickly, and completely 
shed itself of the mentality of 
fear of imperialist powers. 

Wha t fu ture con t r ibu t ions , 
then, will those who, under the 
aegis of and funded by the 
world's capitalists, those who 
have campaigned for rebuilding 
the system of private ownership, 
make to China? Their political 
programme determines their pro­
gramme of action which is to sa­
botage China ' s s tabi l i ty and 
create disturbance in a bid to 
seize power in turmoil. What 
they dislike most is the mother­
land's steady and rapid economic 
development. It is still fresh in 
people's memory that during the 
"cultural revolution" some peo­
ple instigated workers "not to 
work for the erroneous line"—an 
excuse to disrupt normal prod­
uction. Today, those who suffer 
from the "capitalism-mania" go 
even further, as they are inciting 
people to undermine production. 
Some even go so far as to entreat 
foreign countries to apply sev­
ere economic sanctions against 
China. If the saboteurs once 
thought it necessary to hold aloft 
the banner of patriotism, they 
have since decided it no longer 
important and cast it away like 
the fig leaf for which it was used. 
Now, no expense is spared in hin­
dering economic development if 
it can advance their temporary 
political ambitions. They have 
truly forgot that they are descen­
dants of the Chinese nation. 

The rapid development of cap­
italism after World War II, with 
Japan taking the lead, is a basic 
fact. According to US figures. 

the annual growth rate of Japan's 
G N P between 1950 and 1986 was 
7 percent, far exceeding the 3.2 | 
percent rate of the United States 
and 2.4 percent rate of Britain. 
In 1952, Japan's gross national [ 
product was only 33 percent i 
higher than that of Britain. In | 
the 1970s, its G N P jumped to | 
equal the total of Britain and i 
France, or more than 50 percent I 
that of the United States. In 
a short period of time, Japan's 
manufacturing industry as a pro­
portion of the world total soared 
from about 3 percent to 10 per­
cent and thereafter continued to 
move upward. Only the Soviet 
Union in the years after 1928 
could favourably match this eco­
nomic wonder. 

Japan's economic development 
after the war, however, had their 
basis in a series of favourable 
conditions such as the lack of a 
mihtary budget. Once these fa­
vourable condit ions begin to 
vanish, it is likely that Japan's 
economic growth rate will slow 
and approach the average level 
of other capitalist countries. Al­
though it still leads other major 
capitalist countries, Japan's eco- | 
nomic growth rate has been not­
ably lower than that of China 
since the late 1970s. There is 
much in Japan's experience that 
China can use. Japan did not, for 
example, blindly copy the Unit­
ed States and, in some ways, the 
process of its economic develop­
ment has been entirely different 
from the United States. 

Some people have put forward 
the specious argument that Ja­
pan was on par with China in the 
1950s and that the wide gap be­
tween Japan and China today is 
evidence of socialism's drag on 
China's productive forces. Only a 
few Western scholars accept this 
view because even the economic 
growth rate of Western countries 
did not match that of Japan. 
Such comparison is not convinc­
ing. Knowledge and funds are 
needed in any country's econo-
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Women Judges: Getting Jobs Done As Well 
by Our Staff Reporter Huang Wei 

Li k e m o s t i n d u s t r i o u s 
C h i n e s e c a r e e r w o m e n , i t 
i s a t y p i c a l b u s y d a y f o r 

K a n g G u o y i n g , 4 4 , a w o m a n 
j u d g e . E a r l y i n t h e m o r n i n g , s h e 
f i r s t p r e p a r e s b r e a k f a s t f o r h e r 
h u s b a n d a n d m i d d l e s c h o o l 
d a u g h t e r , t h e n h u r r i e s t o h e r 
o f f i c e b y w a y o f p u b l i c b u s . S h e 
s p e n d s t h e w h o l e m o r n i n g d r a f t ­
i n g a c o u r t v e r d i c t o n t h e c a s e o f 
a n e c o n o m i c d i s p u t e i n v o l v i n g a 
H o n g K o n g b u s i n e s s m a n . 

I n t h e a f t e r n o o n , s h e a n d h e r 
c l e r k m e e t a w i t n e s s a t Q i a n m e n 
C a l i f o r n i a R o a s t M e a t R e s t a u r ­
a n t t o i n v e s t i g a t e t h e d e t a i l s o f 
t h e c a s e . B y e v e n i n g , b r a v i n g 
t h e b i t t e r c o l d , s h e i s o n h e r w a y 
h o m e b y b u s . S o f a r s o g o o d , s h e 
t h i n k s , a n d s h e n e e d s n o t s t a y 
u p l a t e i n t h e e v e n i n g t o f i n i s h 
u p l a s t m i n u t e d e t a i l s . 

K a n g w o r k s f o r t h e e c o n o m i c 
d i v i s i o n o f t h e B e i j i n g I n t e r m e ­
d i a t e P e o p l e ' s C o u r t . T h e r e a r e 
m a n y w o m e n j u d g e s s u c h a s 
K a n g i n C h i n a t o d a y . O u t o f 
t h e 1 , 8 3 9 j u d g e s a n d a s s i s t a n t 
j u d g e s i n B e i j i n g , 4 6 1 , o r 2 5 p e r -

Wen Huifang and her husband Wang Jiafu go over some legal problems. 
CHEN ZONGLIE 

c e n t , a r e w o m e n . 

Diligent and Conscientious 

O u t o f t h e i r q u e s t f o r t r u t h a n d 

m a n y w o m e n a s p i r e t o w o r k i n 
t h e j u d i c i a r y . 

W e n H u i f a n g , a g e d 5 8 , i s t h e 
o n l y p r e s i d i n g w o m a n j u d g e o f 
t h e s e v e n d i v i s i o n s o f t h e S u -

t h e i r w i s h t o s e r v e t h e p e o p l e , p r e m e P e o p l e ' s C o u r t . W e n w a s 

m i c d e v e l o p m e n t . 
P r i o r t o W o r l d W a r I I , J a p a n 

a l r e a d y h a d a s o l i d i n d u s t r i a l 
b a s e a n d w a s k n o w n a s a w e l l -
e d u c a t e d n a t i o n w i t h c r e a t i v i t y 
a n d c o h e s i o n . I n 1 9 3 2 , t h e c o u n ­
t r y h a d a 3 . 5 p e r c e n t s h a r e o f 
t h e w o r l d m a n u f a c t u r i n g i n d u s ­
t r y a n d t h e f i g u r e r o s e t o 3 . 8 
p e r c e n t i n 1 9 3 8 . B e f o r e W o r l d 
W a r I I , J a p a n ' s e c o n o m i c 
s t r e n g t h h a d a l r e a d y s u r p a s s e d 
I t a l y a n d o u t s t r i p p e d F r a n c e i n 
t e r m s o f m a j o r i n d u s t r i a l t a r g e t s . 

I f J a p a n h a d n o t l a u n c h e d a n 
a g g r e s s i v e w a r a g a i n s t C h i n a i t 
w o u l d h a v e s u r p a s s e d B r i t a i n i n 
t h e l a t e 1 9 4 0 s o r e a r l y 1 9 5 0 s i n ­
s t e a d o f i n t h e 1 9 6 0 s . I n t h e l a t e 
1 9 3 0 s , t h e J a p a n e s e t u r n e d o u t 
t h e w o r l d ' s b i g g e s t w a r s h i p s a n d 
b o a s t e d a f l e e t o f 3 , 0 0 0 f i g h t e r s 
f o r t h e n a v y . W i t h o u t s u c h m i l i ­
t a r y m i g h t , i t w o u l d n o t h a v e 
b e e n p o s s i b l e f o r i t t o c h a l l e n g e 
t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a f t e r i t s a t t a c k 
o n C h i n a a n d a l l o f S o u t h e a s t 
A s i a . A c t u a l l y , J a p a n a l r e a d y 

h a d a c c o m p l i s h e d i t s i n d u s t r i a l i ­
z a t i o n b e f o r e W o r l d W a r I I . B u t 
w h a t l e v e l o f p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s 
h a d C h i n a a c h i e v e d u n d e r t h e 
r u l e o f t h e K u o m i n t a n g ? T o d a y , 
i n t h i s c o u n t r y w h i c h w a s r e p e a t ­
e d l y i n v a d e d b y J a p a n e s e i m p e r ­
i a l i s t s a n d h a l f o f w h o s e t e r r i t o r y 
w a s o n c e o c c u p i e d b y t h e e n e m y , 
s o m e i n t e l l e c t u a l s e v e n p u t f o r ­
w a r d s u c h f a l l a c i o u s a r g u m e n t s 
t h a t J a p a n ' s e c o n o m y d i d n o t d e ­
v e l o p u n t i l a f t e r W o r l d W a r I I . 
T h i s i s r e a l l y o u t r a g e o u s ! 

( T o be c o n t i n u e d ) 
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Jiang Ning, an assistant judge at the civil court, listens to a divorce appeal. 
admitted into the College of 
Law of Beijing University in 
1951, and taught in the univers­
ity after graduation. In 1979, 
she was transferred to the Su­
preme People's Court, and after 
eight years of work with the civ­
il division, she was promoted to 
the vice-presiding judge of the 
Division for Complaints and Pe­
tition. The division examines 
appeals of judicial verdicts 
made by a party to a lawsuit 
and responds to letters from the 
masses. A judge at the division, 
therefore, is required to have 
not only practical experience 
but also a solid knowledge of the 
science of law. 

In recent years. Wen has de­
voted herself to defending the 
legitimate rights of women and 
children. She is now a council 
member of the Society for Study 
of Marriage Law, and in this 
capacity she joined the judicial 
exchanges between the Supreme 
People's Court of China and the 
courts of Australia, Guyana and 
other countries. 

Compared with Wen, a gen­
tle veteran judge, Kang Guoy-
ing appears more bold and 
forceful in her work. In Kang's 

division dealing with economic 
disputes, more than half of all 
the judges are women. 

Kang, in charge of handling 
economic cases involving for­
eign and Hong Kong business­
men had this to say about her 
job: "As a law-enforcement offi­
cial, I have responsibility on my 
shoulder. Not only must I main­
tain the dignity of China's laws, 
but I must also protect the legi­
timate rights of foreign parties 
to a lawsuit." 

In 1986, Kang heard the com­
plaint brought by the China Na­
tional Native Produce and An­
imal By-product Import and Ex­
port Corporation against a Hong 
Kong businessman. The case in­
volved US$200,000. When she 
first received the case, she only 
had before her as evidence sev­
eral signed contracts brought by 
the plaintiff. The accused was 
in Hong Kong at that time 
and could not be summoned to 
court. Moreover, it was difficult 
for her to obtain other written 
evidence. 

Kang managed to get help 
from friends of the accused, .the 
Guangzhou Customs House and 
other concerned departments. 

QIK XLIZHI 

After an investigation, she dis­
covered the person who had 
handled the goods, the go-
between for the contract, and 
other customers who had busi­
ness relations with the Hong 
Kong businessman. She was able 
to obtain from them much addi­
tional evidence. One day when 
Kang was told that a Singapore 
businessman who had connec­
tions to the case was in Qin-
huangdao on business, she im­
mediately took a bus there and 
located the witness. Her exten­
sive investigations proved that 
the Hong Kong businessman 
paid US$200,000 less than was 
stated in the contract. The case 
took her three years. In the 
more than 10 foreign economic 
cases handled by Kang Guoy-
ing, no party has appealed to the 
Supreme People's Court because 
of a refusal to accept the court's 
verdict. 

Kang's emotions on the sub­
ject were evident when she 
said,"Our society provides wom­
en with the opportunity to com­
pete with.men on an equal foot­
ing. It is the same with our 
court. The problem is how you 
complete with them." 
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Patient and Meticulous 
A j u d g e i s o f t e n t h o u g h t as 

c o l d - h e a r t e d , s t e r e o t y p e d a n d 
o v e r l y d i g n i f i e d . I t ' s c l e a r , h o w ­
e v e r , t h a t t h e r o l e o f w o m e n i n 
s o c i e t y w i l l d o m u c h t o c h a n g e 
t h i s i m a g e . T h e y a r g u e , f o r e x ­
a m p l e , t h a t m o s t w o m e n a r e p a ­
t i e n t a n d m e t i c u l o u s , q u a l i t i e s 
n e c e s s a r y f o r b e i n g a j u d g e . I n 
a d d i t i o n , w o m e n a r e m o r e c o n ­
s i d e r a t e . T h i s k i n d o f b e h a v i o u r 
h e l p s t h e m d o a g o o d j o b . 

W e n o n c e h a n d l e d a case i n ­
v o l v i n g a w o m a n w h o s u f f e r e d , 
t h o u g h n o t s e r i o u s l y , f r o m m e n ­
t a l d i s o r d e r . A l t h o u g h s o m e 
m e m b e r s h a n d l i n g t h e case w e r e 
i m p a t i e n t w i t h h e r . W e n a d o p t ­
e d a d i f f e r e n t t a c k — c h a t t i n g 
w i t h h e r a n d b e i n g s o l i c i t o u s . 
G r a d u a l l y , W e n g a i n e d t h e 
w o m a n ' s t r u s t . W h e n h e r c o n d i ­
t i o n i m p r o v e d , s h e c o - o p e r a t e d 
f u l l y w i t h t h e j u d g e s a n d l a w ­
y e r s . 

J i a n g N i n g , a 2 7 - y e a r - o l d as ­
s i s t a n t j u d g e , d o e s a g o o d j o b i n 
h e r h a n d l i n g o f d i v o r c e .cases. 
L a s t y e a r , s h e a c c e p t e d 8 3 cases , 
6 2 o f w h i c h w e r e h u s b a n d - w i f e 
d i s p u t e s . A f t e r m e d i a t i o n , 1 2 
c o u p l e s w e r e r e c o n c i l e d . A c ­
c o r d i n g t o C h i n a ' s M a r r i a g e 
L a w , m e d i a t i o n m u s t b e u n d e r ­
t a k e n b y a c o u p l e a p p e a l i n g f o r 
d i v o r c e b e f o r e a c o u r t d e c i s i o n 
i s m a d e . A s w o m e n j u d g e s , t h e y 
c a n p l a y a s p e c i a l r o l e i n t h e 
p r o c e s s o f m e d i a t i o n . J i a n g be ­
l i e v e s she i s m o r e a b l e t o u n d e r ­
s t a n d t h e r e a l f e e l i n g o f b o t h 
s i de s i n v o l v e d i n a d i s p u t e a b o u t 
m a r r i a g e a n d f a m i l y l i f e . E a r l y 
l a s t y e a r , s h e h a n d l e d a d i v o r c e 
case b r o u g h t b y a y o u n g c o u p l e . 
D u r i n g m e d i a t i o n , s h e f o u n d 
t h e w i f e b l u n t a n d c a r e l e s s i n 
c h a r a c t e r , p a y i n g n o h e e d t o t h e 
s u b t l e f e e l i n g s w h i l e h e r h u s ­
b a n d w a s s e n s i t i v e a n d h a d a 
s t r o n g sense o f s e l f - r e s p e c t . C o n ­
t r a d i c t i o n s b e t w e e n t h e t w o t h u s 
o c c u r r e d . A f t e r s h e s p o k e o u t 
h e r o b s e r v a t i o n s , s h e s u g g e s t e d 

t h e y h a v e a f r a n k a n d s i n c e r e 
t a l k . S e v e r a l d a y s l a t e r , t h e y 
v o l u n t a r i l y w i t h d r e w t h e i r l a w ­
s u i t a n d c a m e t o t h e c o u r t t o 
t h a n k J i a n g . 

Eager to Learn 
W a n g W e n y i n g , v i c e p r e s i ­

d e n t o f t h e D a t o n g I n t e r m e d i a t e 
P e o p l e ' s C o u r t , s a i d , " T h e c o s t 
f o r a w o m a n w h o w a n t t o g e t a 
p o s i t i o n e q u a l t o m e n i s s e v e r a l 
t i m e s t h a t f o r m e n . T h e y m u s t 
b e m o r e c o m p e t e n t a n d e x p e r ­
i e n c e d b e f o r e t h e y a r e r e c o g ­
n i z e d b y s o c i e t y . " A l t h o u g h 
o v e r 4 0 y e a r s o l d , W a n g n o w 
s t u d i e s a t t h e S e n i o r J u d g e s 
T r a i n i n g C l a s s o f t h e C h i n a P e o ­
p l e ' s U n i v e r s i t y i n B e i j i n g . 

C h i n a h a s a n u m b e r o f s e n i o r 
w o m e n j u d g e s . A c c o r d i n g t o 
F a n Y u , a l e c t u r e r o f t h e 
C h i n a T r a i n i n g C e n t r e f o r S e n ­
i o r J u d g e s , 1 0 p e r c e n t o f a l l t h e 
s t u d e n t s a r e w o m e n . 

J u d g e s a n d a s s i s t a n t j u d g e s i n 
C h i n a ' s c o u r t s a t v a r i o u s l e v e l s , 
r e g a r d l e s s o f s e x , m u s t pass e x ­
a m i n a t i o n s i n j u d i c i a l t h e o r y 
a n d p r a c t i c e b e f o r e t h e y h a v e 
a c h a n c e f o r p r o m o t i o n . " F o r 
w o m e n , " s a i d H u W a n r u , a p r e s ­
i d i n g w o m a n j u d g e o f t h e 
B e i j i n g I n t e r m e d i a t e P e o p l e ' s 
C o u r t , " t h i s r e g u l a t i o n i s f a i r 
a n d r e a s o n a b l e . C o m p a r e d w i t h 
m a l e j u d g e s h a v i n g t h e s a m e 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s a n d r e c o r d o f s e r ­
v i c e , w o m e n j u d g e s a r e o f e q u a l 
c a h b e r i n t h e o r e t i c a l a n a l y s i s 
a n d w o r k a b i l i t y . S i n c e 1 9 8 2 , 
m y c o u r t h a s e m p l o y e d 1 8 w o m ­
e n u n i v e r s i t y g r a d u a t e s w h o e n ­
j o y e q u a l t r e a t m e n t w i t h m e n i n 
o p p o r t u n i t y f o r p r o m o t i o n . R e ­
c e n t l y f o u r w e r e a p p o i n t e d a s s i s ­
t a n t j u d g e s . " 

M o s t o f t h e y o u n g a n d p r o m ­
i s i n g w o m e n j u d g e s i n C h i n a 
c o m e f r o m g r a s s - r o o t s c o u r t s . 
U n d e r t h e n e w c o n d i t i o n s o f 
r e f o r m a n d o p e n i n g , t h e y a r e 
m o r e v i g o r o u s t h a n t h e o l d e r ge ­
n e r a t i o n . T h e y s t u d y m o r e d i l i ­

g e n t l y t h e j u d i c i a l k n o w l e d g e 
w h i c h p r e v i o u s l y h a d b e e n i g ­
n o r e d , s o m e b o l d l y p u t f o r w a r d 
s u g g e s t i o n s f o r i m p r o v i n g t h e 
p r e s e n t l e g a l s y s t e m . 

X i a o Y a n , a 3 7 - y e a r - o l d p r e s ­
i d i n g j u d g e , s a i d t h e r e a s o n b e ­
h i n d t h e l o w e f f i c i e n c y i n t h e 
t r y i n g o f cases i s t h a t b e f o r e 
o p e n h e a r i n g s , j u d g e s s p e n d 
m u c h t i m e a n d e n e r g y c o n d u c t ­
i n g i n v e s t i g a t i o n s . S h e b e l i e v e s 
t h a t t r i a l s h o u l d b e g i v e n m o r e 
a t t e n t i o n a n d e n e r g y . 

Family Life 
A l t h o u g h L i u Y a n x i a h a s 

a g e d p a r e n t s - i n - l a w a n d y o u n g 
s o n , s h e i s v e r y l u c k y b e c a u s e 
h e r m o t h e r - i n - l a w t a k e s c a r e o f 
h e r s o n a n d s h a r e s s o m e o f 
h o u s e h o l d d u t i e s . A l l m e m b e r s 
i n h e r f a m i l y a r e e q u a l a n d 
s h a r e t h e f a m i l y r e s f ) o n s i b i l i t y . 

K i n d - h e a r t e d W a n g W e n y i n g 
f e e l s l i k e a c o m m o n h o u s e w i f e 
i n h e r h o m e . " W o m e n b e a r d o u ­
b l e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . T a k e m y case 
f o r e x a m p l e . I n m y o f f i c e , I a m 
d e p u t y p r e s i d e n t , b u t a t h o m e , I 
s e r v e b o t h as w i f e a n d m o t h e r . I 
m u s t c o n c e r n m y s e l f w i t h a l l as­
p e c t s o f f a m i l y l i f e . I f I d o n ' t , 
m y c o n s c i e n c e b o t h e r s m e . 
T h o u g h m y h u s b a n d a l w a y s 
s u p p o r t s m e i n m y w o r k , I a l ­
w a y s h o p e t o d o m o r e f o r m y 
h u s b a n d a n d m y c h i l d r e n . " 

A n a r d e n t e n t h u s i a s t i n k n i t ­
t i n g a n d t a i l o r i n g , W a n g W e n y ­
i n g h o p s t o s e t u p a g a r m e n t 
c o m p a n y a f t e r s h e r e t i r e s . " I 
w a n t s t o s h o w t h a t I c a n n o t 
o n l y b r i n g p e a c e a n d o r d e r t o 
s o c i e t y b u t c a n a l s o m a k e i t 
b e a u t i f u l . " 

O f a l l t h e w o m e n m e n t i o n e d , 
W e n H u i f a n g a p p e a r s t h e m o s t 
e n e r g e t i c . " I o w e h a l f o f m y s u c ­
cess t o t h e s u p p o r t g i v e n m e b y 
m y j u r i s t h u s b a n d a n d m y f a m ­
i l y , " s h e s a i d . " I d i s c u s s a n d s t u ­
d y m a n y cases t o g e t h e r w i t h m y 
h u s b a n d . T h i s b r i n g s u s c l o s e r 
a n d m a k e s u s h a p p i e r . " • 
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FROM THE CHINESE PRESS 

Zhuang Yanl in—President of ACFROC 
BANYUETANG (FortBightly Forum) 
fTpihe recently elected chair-

I man of the Fourth Con-
gress of All-China Fed­

eration of Returned Overseas 
Chinese (ACFROC) feels his ex­
periences and that of his family 
will help him greatly with the 
task ahead. Zhuang Yanlin, 68, 
follows in the footsteps of his 
father, Zhuang Xiquan, the 
well-known leader of patriotic 
overseas Chinese. 

Zhuang Yanlin was born into 
an overseas Chinese family. His 
farther, a native of Xiamen, Fu-
jian Province, once lived in Ma­
laysia and Singapore. In 1911, 
he donated money for the demo­
cratic revolution led by Dr. Sun 
Yat-sen and later decided to de­
vote his life to the education of 
overseas Chinese. 

Zhuang Yanlin returned to 
China when he was 14 years 
old. After the founding of New 
China in 1949, he served succes­
sively as secretary of the Fujian 
People's Committee, secretary of 
the Communist Party Commit­
tee of Jingjiang County, direc­
tor of the General Office of the 
China International Economic 
Liaison Commission, deputy di­
rector of the National Tourism 
Administration, deputy director 
of the Office of Overseas 
Chinese under the State Council, 
and director of the China Over­
seas Travel Service. 

Zhuang, whose hair has 
turned grey, is somewhat of' a 
celebrity in China. He can be 
seen in the early morning hours 
in all seasons wearing a T-shirt 
and shorts running through the 
streets. In the winter he dons his 
swimming trunks and heads to 
the nearest lake for a dip. 
Zhuang has swum nearly all 
the famous rivers and lakes in 
China, from Yuyuantan Lake in 

Beijing to Shenshuiwan in Hain­
an Island and from the Heav­
enly Lake in the icy Tianshan 
Mountains to the Lhasa River of 
the Tibetan Plateau. 

Many Chinese who live out­
side China have a strong love 
for their motherland. And many 
have made major contributions 
to the construction of their vil­
lages and country. 

"Because of my family's influ­
ence and through my own exper­
iences, I have special feelings 
for the overseas Chinese," said 
Zhuang. "I truly hope to serve 
them whole-heartedly." 

He noted that the success of 
attracting foreign capital when 
China begun to implement the 
policy of reform and opening to 
the outside world is partly be­
cause of the great help of over­
seas Chinese and foreign citizens 
of Chinese origin. However, he 
said that communication and co­
operation with overseas Chinese 
should be strengthened. 

Zhuang's work in China for 
overseas Chinese is aimed at 
perfecting organizations dealing 
with overseas Chinese, helping 
overseas Chinese build careers 
in business, increase communi­
cation and serve the needs of 
overseas Chinese. He also hopes 
to improve ACFROC's voice 
and participation in politics, and 
to protect the legal rights of ov­
erseas Chinese and their family 
members by law. 

(No.l, 1990) 

Aged Find Joy in St reets 
ZHONGGUO RIBAO 
(China Daily) It is still winter in Beijing, but 

elderly residents have al­
ready come out to the road­

sides and street corners to revive 

the pleasures they had before 
winter came. 

Playing chess or cards, walk­
ing with their birdcages or gath­
ering for a talk is what these 
senior citizens most like to do. 

An official from the Munici­
pal Working Committee for Re­
tired Folk said they make do 
with their roadside recreations 
because Beijing has too few cul­
tural centres for them. 

In the Chongwen District of 
southern Beijing, for instance, 
one such centre must serve about 
70,000 senior citizens. 

The official said that while 
there are 1.03 million people 
above the age of 60, there are 
only 2,100 cultural centres. They 
can accommodate . only about 
50,000 people, but most of them 
are not designed for senior citi­
zens. 

He said recreational activities 
for the retired should be the 
responsibility of all society. His 
committee will try to open more 
centres for them. 

(February 15, 1990) 

Major Changes in 
Lankao County 
JINGJI RIBAO (Economic Daily) 
r-«-̂ en years ago, it was a well-

I known fact that Lankao 
County in Henan Province 

was a very poor county. Between 
1958 and 1978, people there had 
spent 21.47 million yuan in state 
relief funds. However, great 
changes have taken place in the 
county since the beginning of 
economic reform in 1978. 

In the last ten years, Lankao 
farmers sold 235 million kg of 
surplus grain to the state. They 
have deposited a total of 68 mil­
lion yuan in the bank, and 98 
percent of them have built new 
houses and 30 percent own telev­
ision sets. The total industrial 
output value of the county has 
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F R O M T H E C H I N E S E P R E S S 

i n c r e a s e d 5 .4 t i m e s , a n d t h e t o ­
t a l a g r i c u l t u r a l o u t p u t v a l u e 2 . 4 
t i m e s . C o t t o n p r o d u c t i o n w e n t 
u p 15 .8 t i m e s , a n d t h a t o f s o y ­
beans 13 .6 t i m e s . G r a i n o u t p u t 
ha s i n c r e a s e d 5 0 p e r c e n t . A n d 
t h e n e t i n c o m e o f e a c h f a r m e r 
ha s i n c r e a s e d 6 .7 t i m e s . 

T h e p o o r e s t v i l l a g e i n L a n k a o 
C o u n t y t e n y e a r s a g o w a s Y a n g -
s h a n z h a i . I t w a s n i c k n a m e d 
"begge r s ' v i l l a g e " b e c a u s e e v e r y 
f a m i l y h a d m e m b e r s o u t b e g -

j g i n g . N o t o n e o f t h e 1 , 0 0 0 p e o p l e 
i n t h e v i l l a g e h a d a t i l e - r o o f e d 
h o u s e . B u t n o w , t h e r e a r e r o w s 
o f n e w h o u s e s w i t h t i l e - r o o f s , 
h e r d s o f c a t t l e k e p t i n b a r n s a n d 
m a n y T V a n t e n n a s c a n be s e e n 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e v i l l a g e . 

J i n X i z h e n , a n e l d e r l y f a r m e r , 
w h o f l e d f r o m f a m i n e a n d w e n t 
b e g g i n g b e f o r e C h i n a ' s l i b e r ­
a t i o n , s a i d h a p p i l y i n h i s n e w 
h o u s e t h a t h i s f a m i l y i s e x p e c t e d 
t o e a r n m o r e t h a n 1 , 0 0 0 y u a n 
p e r p e r s o n t h i s y e a r . T h e f a m i ­
l y a l r e a d y h a s s t o r e d m o r e t h a n 
2 , 0 0 0 k g o f p e a n u t s , 4 0 0 k g o f 
d a t e s , 5 5 0 k g o f w h e a t , 6 0 0 k g o f 
m a i z e a n d s e v e r a l b a g s o f b e a n s . 

( J a n u a r y 1, 1 9 9 0 ) 

Beijing Targets 
For Environment 
ZHONGGUORIBAO 
(China Daily) 

T r • I h e B e i j i n g m u n i c i p a l g o v ­
e r n m e n t h a s set n e w t a r ­
g e t s f o r e n v i r o n m e n t a l 

p r o t e c t i o n t h i s y e a r , a c c o r d i n g t o 
a m e e t i n g o n t h e c i t y ' s e n v i r o n ­
m e n t a l p r o t e c t i o n w h i c h w a s 
h e l d i n B e i j i n g . 

T h e c i t y p l a n s t o t a c k l e t h e 
3 , 7 0 0 p o l l u t i o n s o u r c e s i n t h e v i ­
c i n i t y o f t h e 3 8 s t a d i u m s a n d 
g y m n a s i u m s t o be u s e d f o r t h e 
f o r t h c o m i n g A s i a n G a m e s be ­
f o r e t h e e n d o f J u n e . 

T h e r e a r e p l a n s t o b r i n g t h e 
e x h a u s t e m i s s i o n s o f 2 5 0 , 0 0 0 
c a r s t o w i t h i n t h e l i m i t s se t b y 
t h e c i t y . 

F i f t y f a c t o r i e s a n d w o r k s h o p s 
w h i c h a r e p r o d u c i n g l a r g e 
q u a n t i t i e s o f w a s t e w a t e r , w a s t e 
gas a n d n o i s e a r e t o be b r o u g h t 
u n d e r c o n t r o l , a n d t h e c i t y w i l l 
a l s o s t e p u p t h e c o n t r o l o f s t o v e s 
a n d b r i n g s m o g u n d e r c o n t r o l . 

T h e c a p i t a l m a d e p r o g r e s s 
i n e n v i r o n m e n t a l p r o t e c t i o n i n 
1 9 8 9 . A b o u t 1 , 6 0 0 p o l l u t i o n 
s o u r c e s n e a r t h e s t a d i u m s a n d 
g y m n a s i u m s t o b e u s e d f o r t h e 
A s i a n G a m e s w e r e t a c k l e d . 
T w e n t y - t h r e e l o w - n o i s e a r e a s 
w e r e se t u p . T h e e m i s s i o n s o f 
4 0 , 0 0 0 c a r s w e r e b r o u g h t w i t h i n 
t h e s t a n d a r d . 

( F e b r u a r y 15, 1 9 9 0 ) 

More Public 
Baths Needed 
ZHONGGUO RIBAO 
(China Daily) 

Be i j i n g n e e d s m o r e p u b l i c 
b a t h h o u s e s . 

T h e c i t y h a s 3 9 p u b l i c 
b a t h i n g p l a c e s b u t t h e s e c a n n o t 
c o p e w i t h t h e d e m a n d w h i c h is 
p a r t i c u l a r l y h i g h i n w i n t e r , t h e 
p a p e r r e p o r t e d . 

I t s a i d o n l y 1 1 p u b l i c b a t h 
h o u s e s r e m a i n e d o f t h e 2 7 i n u se 
i n t h e 1 9 5 0 s i n t h e c i t y ' s X u a n -
w u D i s t r i c t , a d d i n g t h a t t h i s w a s 
t h e g e n e r a l t r e n d t h r o u g h o u t 

Z H A N F A W E N 
B e i j i n g . 

T h e H u f a n g l u b a t h h o u s e , t h e 
p a p e r r e p o r t e d , w a s d e s i g n e d t o 
t a k e a b o u t 1 9 0 c u s t o m e r s a d a y 
b u t t h e n u m b e r w h o w a n t t o u se 
i t c a n b e as h i g h as 3 0 , 0 0 0 a d a y 
i n w i n t e r . S o t h e b a t h h o u s e h a s 
b e e n f o r c e d t o l i m i t t h e a m o u n t 
o f t i m e e a c h p e r s o n c a n s p e n d 
t h e r e . 

B u t s o m e m e a s u r e s h a v e b e e n 
t a k e n t o r e m e d y t h e s i t u a t i o n . 
T h e c i t y g o v e r n m e n t l e n t 5 m i l ­
l i o n y u a n ( U S $ 1 . 0 6 m i l l i o n ) t o ­
w a r d s t h e c o s t o f n e w b o i l e r s i n 
1 9 8 6 . 

T h e 1 1 b a t h h o u s e s h a v e r e ­
c e i v e d 1 6 . 4 0 m i l l i o n c u s t o m e r s 
s i n c e 1 9 8 4 . 

M a n y b a t h h o u s e s h a v e s t a r t ­
e d p r o v i d i n g o t h e r s e r v i c e s s u c h 
as t h e s a l e o f h o t a n d c o l d d r i n k s 
a n d s o m e h a v e c o n v e r t e d t h e i r 
p o o l s i n t o h o t e l r o o m s t o s u r ­
v i v e . 

M o r e o v e r , t w o h e a l t h - k e e p i n g 
b a t h h o u s e s h a v e b e e n set u p 
i n t h e d i s t r i c t . O n e , c a l l e d t h e 
" Q i n g h u a , " h a s a s a u n a a n d a 
w a t e r - p o w e r e d p u l s e m a s s a g e 
p o o l ; a n d a n o t h e r n a m e d 
" S h o u s h i q u a n " p r o v i d e s w a t e r 
b o i l e d w i t h a C h i n e s e m e d i c a l 
o r e c a l l e d " M a i f a n s h i . " T h e l a t ­
t e r , t h e f i r s t o f i t s k i n d i n B e i ­
j i n g , w a s p r a i s e d as a " b r e a k ­
t h r o u g h . " 

( F e b r u a r v 17, 1 9 8 9 ) 
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Foreign Arbitration 
Maices Headway 
r r i h e C h i n a I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

I E c o n o m i c a n d T r a d e A r b i -
t r a t i o n C o m m i s s i o n ( C I E -

T A C ) a n d t h e C h i n a M a r i t i m e 
A r b i t r a t i o n C o m m i s s i o n h a n ­
d l e d m o r e t h a n 2 5 0 cases i n 
1 9 8 9 , a r i s e o f n e a r l y 4 0 p e r c e n t 
o v e r t h e p r e v i o u s y e a r . T h e 
n u m b e r o f cases r e s u l t i n g i n f i n ­
a l r e s o l u t i o n g r e w b y 5 0 p e r c e n t , 
r e a c h i n g 1 6 0 , w h i c h p r o v i d e d e f ­
f e c t i v e , t i m e l y p r o t e c t i o n o f t h e 
l a w f u l r i g h t s o f b o t h C h i n e s e 
a n d f o r e i g n l i t i g a n t s . 

A l t h o u g h m o s t cases i n v o l v e d 
C h i n e s e a n d f o r e i g n c o m p l a i n ­
a n t s , s o m e w e r e b e t w e e n f o r e i g n 
l i t i g a n t s . T h e a r b i t r a t i o n c o m ­
m i s s i o n s h a n d l e d t h e s e cases i n a 
j u s t a n d t i m e l y m a n n e r , t o t h e 
s a t i s f a c t i o n o f t h e p a r t i e s . 

C o u r t s i n F r a n c e , H o n g K o n g 
a n d s o m e o t h e r p l a c e s h a v e , b y 
c o m p u l s o r y m e a n s , c a r r i e d o u t 
d e c i s i o n s t h a t w e r e m a d e b y t h e 
t w o C h i n e s e c o m m i s s i o n s b u t 
t h e p a r t i e s i n v o l v e d r e f u s e d t o 
c o m p l y w i t h . T h i s h a s b e c o m e 
p o s s i b l e b e c a u s e C h i n a i s a m e m ­
b e r o f t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s C o n ­
v e n t i o n o n t h e R e c o g n i t i o n a n d 
E n d o r s e m e n t o f F o r e i g n A r b i ­
t r a t i o n A w a r d s i n 1 9 8 7 . 

A s w e l l as e x p a n d i n g t i e s w i t h 
t h e i r f o r e i g n c o u n t e r p a r t s , t h e 
t w o C h i n e s e c o m m i s s i o n s h a v e 
a l s o i n c r e a s e d c o n t a c t s w i t h 
c o u n t e r p a r t s i n T a i w a n , t h u s 
p a v i n g t h e w a y f o r s e t t h n g b u s i ­
ness a n d t r a d e d i s p u t e s a c r o s s 
t h e T a i w a n S t r a i t . 

B e g i n n i n g i n 1 9 8 9 , t h e t w o 
c o m m i s s i o n s e n a c t e d n e w r u l e s 
t o g o b y i n c o n d u c t i n g a r b i t r a ­
t i o n p r o c e e d i n g s a n d h i r e d n e w 
a r b i t r a t o r s , i n c l u d i n g e i g h t f r o m 
H o n g K o n g a n d M a c a o a n d s i x 
f r o m f o r e i g n c o u n t r i e s . 

C I E T A C V i c e - c h a i r m a n X i a o 
Z h i m i n g s a i d t h a t h i s o r g a n i z a ­
t i o n h a d e s t a b l i s h e d a b r a n c h 
c o m m i s s i o n i n t h e S h e n z h e n 

S p e c i a l E c o n o m i c Z o n e , a n d 
t h a t a S h a n g h a i b r a n c h w a s e x ­
p e c t e d t o b e e s t a b l i s h e d t h i s 
y e a r . 

X i a o p l e d g e d t o i m p r o v e t h e 
q u a l i t y a n d s p e e d o f h i s c o m m i s ­
s i o n ' s w o r k s o as t o d e l i v e r q u i c k 
a n d j u s t s e t t l e m e n t s o f i n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l b u s i n e s s d i s p u t e s a n d p r o ­
t e c t t h e l a w f u l r i g h t s o f l i t i g a n t s . 

Yantai Calls for 
Co-operation 
r r i h e S h a n d o n g c i t y o f Y a n -

I t a i , o n e o f C h i n a ' s 14 o p e n 
•M. c o a s t a l c i t i e s , s e e k s e c o n o ­

m i c a n d t e c h n i c a l c o - o p e r a t i o n 
w i t h f o r e i g n c o u n t r i e s i n m o r e 
t h a n 1 4 0 n e w p r o j e c t s . T h i s w a s 
a n n o u n c e d a t t h e S h a n d o n g F o r ­
e i g n T r a d e S y m p o s i u m f o r 1 9 9 0 
h e l d i n Q i n g d a o , S h a n d o n g 
P r o v i n c e o n F e b r u a r y 1 5 - 2 9 . 

W i t h h i g h t e c h n o l o g y , s h o r t 
l e a d t i m e , a n d g o o d r e t u r n s , t h e 
p r o j e c t s i n v o l v e s i l k , l e a t h e r , 
m a c h i n e r y a n d e l e c t r i c a l e q u i p ­
m e n t , t e x t i l e , b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s 
a n d l i g h t i n d u s t r y . F e a s i b i l i t y 
s t u d i e s h a v e b e e n c o n d u c t e d f o r 
t h e s e p r o j e c t s . 

T o p r o m o t e t h e d e v e l o p m e n t 
o f e c o n o m i c a n d t e c h n o l o g i c a l 
c o - o p e r a t i o n w i t h f o r e i g n c o u n ­
t r i e s . D e p u t y M a y o r L i u G u o -
d o n g s a i d , c o - o p e r a t i o n w i t h f o r ­
e i g n c o u n t r i e s i n t h e f u t u r e w i l l 
f o c u s o n t h e f o l l o w i n g p r o j e c t s : 

• P r o j e c t s c a p a b l e o f i m p r o v ­
i n g Y a n t a i ' s w o r k i n g e n v i r o n ­
m e n t , i n p a r t i c u l a r t h e s u p p l y 
o f h e a t , p o w e r , c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
a n d r a w m a t e r i a l s . 

• U p d a t i n g o l d e n t e r p r i s e s 
w i t h a d v a n c e d f o r e i g n t e c h n o l ­
o g y a n d m a n a g e m e n t e x p e r t i s e . 
M o r e t h a n 1 0 , 0 0 0 e n t e r p r i s e s i n 
t h e c i t y a r e e x p e c t e d t o b e 
o p e n e d t o f o r e i g n i n v o l v e m e n t 

b y w a y o f e s t a b l i s h i n g S i n o -
f o r e i g n j o i n t v e n t u r e s , c o ­
o p e r a t i v e m a n a g e m e n t o r l e a s ­
i n g a n d c o n t r a c t i n g o u t t o f o r ­
e i g n b u s i n e s s m e n . 

• E s t a b l i s h i n g w h o l l y f o r e i g n -
o w n e d e n t e r p r i s e s . T h e c i t y 
p l a n s t o s e l l a g r o u p o f e n t e r p r i s ­
es t o f o r e i g n b u s i n e s s m e n u n d e r 
p r e f e r e n t i a l t e r m s . 

• E s t a b l i s h i n g h i g h - t e c h a n d 
e x p o r t - o r i e n t e d p r o j e c t s . Y a n t a i 
p l a n s t o e s t a b l i s h " a s c i e n c e a n d 
t e c h n o l o g y g a r d e n " i n t h e E c o ­
n o m i c a n d T e c h n o l o g i c a l D e v e l ­
o p m e n t Z o n e a n d c o n t r a c t i t o u t 
t o f o r e i g n i n v e s t o r s f o r d e v e l o p ­
m e n t . 

• C o n s t r u c t i o n p r o j e c t s w i t h 
s h o r t l e a d t i m e a n d h i g h e c o n o ­
m i c r e t u r n s . 

• C o n d u c t i n g i n t e n s i v e p r o ­
c e s s i n g a n d a s s e m b l i n g f o r f o r ­
e i g n c l i e n t s o r d o i n g c o m p e n s a ­
t o r y t r a d e w i t h t h e m b y m a k ­
i n g u s e o f t h e m o r e t h a n 5 0 , 0 0 0 
t o w n s h i p e n t e r p r i s e s ' m a n p o w e r 
a n d e q u i p m e n t . 

B y t h e e n d l a s t y e a r , t h e c i t y 
s h a r e d 1 6 6 p r o j e c t s w i t h p a r t ­
n e r s f r o m J a p a n , t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s , F r a n c e a n d T h a i l a n d as 
w e l l as H o n g K o n g . • 

News in Brief 
• T h e M i n i s t r y o f F o r e i g n 

E c o n o m i c R e l a t i o n s a n d T r a d e 
a n n o u n c e d t h a t C h i n a h a d a p ­
p r o v e d t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f 
5 , 7 8 4 f o r e i g n - f u n d e d e n t e r p r i s e s 
i n 1 9 8 9 , i n c l u d i n g 3 , 6 6 3 j o i n t 
v e n t u r e s , 1 ,179 c o - o p e r a t i v e e n ­
t e r p r i s e s , 9 3 2 w h o l l y f o r e i g n -
o w n e d e n t e r p r i s e s a n d 1 0 c o ­
o p e r a t i v e d e v e l o p m e n t e n t e r ­
p r i s e s , a d r o p i n n u m b e r o f 2 . 7 
p e r c e n t f r o m 1 9 8 8 . T h e n e g o t i a t ­
e d v a l u e w a s U S $ 5 . 6 b i l l i o n , a n 
i n c r e a s e o f 5 .6 p e r c e n t . H o w e v ­
e r , t h e U S $ 3 . 3 b i l l i o n , a l r e a d y 
p r o c e s s e d i n t o C h i n a , r e p r e s e n t s 
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a 4 . 1 p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e . O f t h i s 
f i g u r e , m o r e t h a n 9 0 p e r c e n t a r e 
p r o d u c t i o n p r o j e c t s . T h e n u m ­
be r o f f o r e i g n - f u n d e d p r o j e c t s 
u s i n g m o r e t h a n U S $ 1 0 0 m i l ­
l i o n w a s m o r e t h a n a n y p r e v i o u s 
y e a r , a n d t h e n u m b e r o f n e w l y 
a p p r o v e d w h o l l y f o r e i g n - o w n e d 
e n t e r p r i s e s e x c e e d e d t h e p r e ­
v i o u s t o t a l . J o i n t v e n t u r e s , c o ­
o p e r a t i v e e n t e r p r i s e s a n d w h o l ­
l y f o r e i g n - o w n e d e n t e r p r i s e s e x ­
p o r t e d U S $ 3 . 5 9 b i l l i o n p r o d u c t s , 
m o r e t h a n d o u b l e t h e 1 9 8 8 f i ­
g u r e o f U S $ 1 . 7 5 b i l l i o n . 

I n 1 9 8 9 , C h i n a s i g n e d U S $ 4 . 8 
b i l l i o n w o r t h o f c r e d i t a g r e e ­
m e n t s w i t h f o r e i g n c o u n t r i e s , a 
5 1 p e r c e n t d r o p f r o m 1 9 8 8 . A c ­
t u a l l y , U S $ 5 . 9 b i l l i o n i n c r e d i t 
p r o c e s s e d i n t o C h i n a , r e p r e s e n t ­
i n g a 9 p e r c e n t d r o p . 

• R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s f r o m n e a r l y 
100 i n s t i t u t i o n s a n d e n t e r p r i s e s , 
i n c l u d i n g B e i j i n g m u n i c i p a l g o v ­
e r n m e n t d e p a r t m e n t s , d e p a r t ­
m e n t s i n c h a r g e o f f o r e i g n e c o ­
n o m i c r e l a t i o n s a n d t r a d e , e x ­
p o r t e n t e r p r i s e s a n d f o r e i g n -
f u n d e d e n t e r p r i s e s , w i l l p a r t i ­
c i p a t e i n t h e B e i j i n g F o r e i g n 
E c o n o m i c a n d T r a d e S y m p o s ­
i u m t o b e h e l d a t t h e B e i j i n g 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l E x h i b i t i o n C e n t r e 
o n M a r c h 5 - 1 4 . T h e e x h i b i t i o n 
a r e a w i l l b e m o r e t h a n 9 , 0 0 0 
s q u a r e m e t r e s , 1.5 t i m e s as b i g as 
l a s t y e a r . I n a d d i t i o n , m o r e t h a n 
1 ,400 c o m p a n i e s a n d e n t e r p r i s e s 
f r o m H o n g K o n g , M a c a o , t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s , C a n a d a , J a p a n , 
E u r o p e a n E c o n o m i c C o m m u n ­
i t y , a n d s o m e E a s t E u r o p e a n 
c o u n t r i e s a r e a l s o e x p e c t e d t o a t ­
t e n d t h e m e e t i n g . 

O n d i s p l a y w i l l b e h i g h - t e c h 
p r o d u c t s , m a c h i n e r y a n d e l e c t r i ­
c a l , l i g h t i n d u s t r i a l p r o d u c t s a n d 
t e x t i l e s . 

A t t h e m e e t i n g , t a l k s a b o u t 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l c o - o p e r a t i o n , i n ­
t r o d u c t i o n o f f o r e i g n f u n d s a n d 
b i d d i n g f o r c o n s t r u c t i o n o f p u b l ­
i c f a c i l i t i e s w i l l be h e l d w i t h f o r ­
e i g n b u s i n e s s m e n . • 

US$8.3 Billion From Exports of 
Machinery & Electrical Products 

Ac c o r d i n g t o t h e S t a t e 
C o u n c i l o f f i c e i n c h a r g e 
o f m a c h i n e r y a n d e l e c t r i ­

c a l p r o d u c t s e x p o r t s , C h i n a ex­
p o r t e d U S $ 8 . 3 1 b i l l i o n m a c h i ­
n e r y a n d e l e c t r i c a l p r o d u c t s i n 
1 9 8 9 , a n i n c r e a s e o f 3 5 . 1 pe r ­
c e n t o v e r 1988 . A b r e a k d o w n 
i n d i c a t e s t h a t U S $ 1 . 2 1 b i l l i o n 
w a s e a r n e d f r o m m e t a l p r o d ­
uc t s , a 19.8 p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e ; 
U S $ 4 . 3 2 b i l l i o n f r o m m a c h i ­
n e r y a n d e l e c t r i c a l e q u i p m e n t , 
i n s t r u m e n t s a n d m e t e r s , u p 4 0 . 7 
p e r c e n t ; a n d U S $ 2 . 5 8 b i l l i o n b y 
p r o c e s s i n g a n d a s s e m b l i n g s u p ­
p l i e d m a t e r i a l s , a n i n c r e a s e o f 
33 .2 p e r c e n t . 

W h i l e t h e t o t a l e x p o r t v o l ­
u m e o f m a c h i n e r y a n d e l e c t r i ­
c a l p r o d u c t s i n c r e a s e d b y a b i g 
m a r g i n , t h e m i x o f t h e p r o d u c t s 
c h a n g e d f o r t h e b e t t e r . T h e 
C u s t o m s H o u s e o f C h i n a a n ­
n o u n c e d t h a t t h e p r o p o r t i o n 
o f m a c h i n e r y , e l e c t r i c a l e q u i p ­
m e n t , i n s t r u m e n t s a n d m e t e r s 
i n t h e t o t a l e x p o r t i n c r e a s e d 
f r o m 4 0 p e r c e n t i n 1988 t o 5 2 
p e r c e n t w h i l e t h a t o f m e t a l 
p r o d u c t s d e c l i n e d . 

T h e e x p o r t v a l u e o f 19 p r o d ­
uc t s e a c h exceeded U S $ 1 0 0 m i l ­
l i o n . T h e e x p o r t o f T V sets, 
r a d i o - c a s e t t e r e c o r d e r s , h a n d -
a n d m a c h i n e - u s e d t o o l s , a n d 
h a r d w a r e e a c h t o p p e d U S $ 3 0 0 
m i l l i o n . M e t a l - p r o c e s s i n g 
m a c h i n e t o o l s a n d e l e c t r o n i c 
p a r t s r e s p e c t i v e l y s u r p a s s e d 
U S $ 2 0 0 m i l l i o n . ' 

C h i n a n o w has 1,280 e n t e r ­
p r i s e s m a n u f a c t u r i n g m a c h i ­
n e r y a n d e l e c t r i c a l p r o d u c t s f o r 
e x p o r t . S t a t i s t i c s o f 13 p r o v ­
i n c e s a n d m u n i c i p a l i t i e s i n ­
d i c a t e t h a t a t l e a s t 5 0 e n ­
t e r p r i s e s w e r e U S $ 1 0 m i l l i o n 
e x p o r t e r s , a n d 11 p r o v i n c e s a n d 
c i t i e s w e r e U S $ 1 0 0 m i l l i o n e x ­
p o r t e r s , w i t h G u a n g d o n g P r o v ­

i n c e l e a d i n g t h e w a y , e a r n i n g 
U S $ 1 . 3 8 b i l l i o n l as t y e a r . 

C h i n a ' s e x p o r t o f m a c h i n e r y 
a n d e l e c t r i c a l p r o d u c t s i s ex­
pec ted t o c o n t i n u e t o i n c r e a s e i n 
1990. I n o r d e r t o f u r t h e r i m -

The Changcheng Chnnhna Electrical Appliances 
Gionp Co. in Sazhoa Province, China's largest 
prodacer and seller of electrical fans and vac-
anm cleaners, earned about US$IO million in 
foreign exchange in 1988 and has recently set 
up a joint venture in Malaysia. Here, General 
Manager Zhang Genxing (right) and Depu­
ty General Manager Yang Dechang (middle) 
check the quality of vaccnm,cleaners. 

D A I J I M I N G 

p r o v e t h e q u a l i t y o f p r o d u c t s , 
C h i n a ' s c o m m o d i t i e s i n s p e c t i o n 
a u t h o r i t i e s h a v e i s sued q u a l i t y 
l i c ences f o r 6 2 p r o d u c t s a n d de­
c i d e d t o c o n d u c t r e q u i r e d i n -
s p e c t t i o n f o r a n o t h e r 78 . • 
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Confucius On Stage in Beijing The great Chinese philoso­
pher and educator Confu­
cius was born more than 

2,500 years ago but a modern 
play about his life was well re­
ceived recently by Beijing audi­
ences. 

Confucius: The Commoner, 
performed by the Drama Troupe 
of Shandong Province, puts less 
emphasis on Confucius' contri­
butions as an official of the State 
of Lu (part of present-day Shan­
dong Province than on exploring 
his character. 

He is portrayed as a kind-
hearted man of integrity, moral­
ity and insight who lived a Spar­
tan life, had an insatiable desire 
to learn, and taught with tireless 
zeal. 

The drama, characterized by a 
vivid portrayal of the protagon­
ist, covers several important epi­
sodes in the life of Confucius 
(551-479 BC). He lived mostly 
during the Spring and Autumn 
Period, when China was divided 
into feuding states and the peo­
ple suffered from the chaos 
caused by frequent wars. 

Confucius, saddened by this 
widespread suffering, hoped to 
save society with his philosophy 
of benevolence and morality. He 
left his hometown of Lu (now 
Qufu) in Shandong Province and 
began a famous trek to the var­
ious states, trying to persuade the 
rulers of the value of his ideas. 

He was never able, however, to 
apply his theories in the' dozens 
of states he travelled in a decade 
or so. He was very much discour­
aged. In his later years, he re­
turned to Lu and applied himself 
to collating ancient books and 
teaching his disciples. 

Xue Zhongrui, deputy director 
of the Drama Troupe of Shan­
dong Province, played the role of 
Confucius. He prepared himself 
by reading Confucian classics 

and books about the period in 
which Confucius lived, including 
The Analects of Confucius, Re­
cords of the Historian and Sto­
ries About Confucius. He also de­
voted much time to study the 
historical background of the 

ft?. 

Xne Zhongiui as Confucius. WANG W£J 

Spring and Autumn Period and 
the customs and rituals of the 
State of Lu. This research, plus 
Xue's 30 years of experience as 
an actor, gave his characteriza­
tion a rich, realistic quality. 

"We must ehmina te selfish 
ideas and personal considera­
tions," Confucius tells his disci­
ples in one scene. "Resist corrup­
tion; be upright but not stiff; 
be pointed but not harmful; be 
honest but not without scruple; 
be bright but not dazzling." 

The actor del ivered these 
honest but philosophic words 
straight to the heart of audiences 
with a bold, vigorous delivery. 

Whether facing kings or beau­

tiful woman, whether being ac­
corded a courteous reception or 
being refused, Xue faithfully dis­
played Confucius' modest, cour­
teous and upright manner. 

The most moving scenes are 
those showing Confucius and his 
disciples suffering from hunger 
and cold on their way home after 
the failure of his mission, and 
when he is writing Spring and 

Autumn Annals back in Lu. 
By this time, Confucius 

resembles an old pine at 
sunset, bent but still strong. 
Xue 's bear ing makes it 
clear that Confucius would 
adhere to his chosen course 
and leave a record of his 
teachings for later genera­
tions. 

In playing the ro l e ' o f 
Confucius, Xue borrowed 
certain actions and lan­
guage from t radi t ional 
Chinese opera, used here 
appropriately to good artis­
tic effect. 

The staging and set de­
sign also contained special 
characteristics. The curtain 
rose on a historical tableau; 
the chaos of war just end­
ed, bodies lying everywhere 
and the smoke from gun­
powder rising in the air. 
This drew audiences quick­

ly into the turbulent historical 
era and presented a background 
for Confucius'-later activities, in­
cluding his thirst for order and 
peace. 

Shandong is the home prov­
ince of Confucius and the Dra­
ma Troupe of Shandong Prov­
ince first staged this drama on 
the 2,540th anniversary of his 
birth. It has been performed in 
Shandong about 50 times and 
was featured at the Second Art 
Festival of Shandong Province, 
where it won seven awards, in­
cluding ones for the script, act­
ing, set design and costumes. 
In Beijing, the Chinese Modern 
Drama Research Institute issued 
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an "Excel lent Per formance 
Prize" to the cast of Confucius: 
The Commoner. 

The Drama Troupe of Shan­
dong Province was founded 37 
years ago and now has more than 
130 members. A proponent of 
realism, it has staged dozens of 
ancient and modern Chinese and 
foreign dramas. Prior to Con­
fucius: The Commoner, it had 

shown the modern dramas Deci­
sive Battle (1978) , Ups and 
Downs (1979), Sudan and Empe­
ror'(m3) and Fate (1986) in 
Beijing. 

It is reported that the Minis­
try of Culture is now making ar­
rangements to have the troupe 
perform Confucius: The Com­
moner in lapan. 

by Feng Jing 

First National Piano Competition China's first national piano 
competition was held re­
cently in Beijing under the 

auspices of the Ministry of Cul­
ture. Previous competitions had 
been sponsored jointly by piano 
manufacturers and music conser­
vatories. 

The 23 competitors, aged be­
tween 18 and 35 and from more 
than 10 provinces and munici­
palities, consisted mostly of stu­
dents or young teachers from 
provincial or municipal music 
conservatories and music depart­
ments of teacher-training col­
leges. 

Performers from the Central 
Conservatory of Music in Bei­
jing, Qin Rong, Cui Honggen, 
Zhang Zuoquan, Li Xing and 
Guo Xiang, swept the top five 
places. Li Zhe of the Shenyang 
Conservatory of Music finished 
sixth. 

In order to encourage the crea­
tion and performance of Chinese 
piano music, the organizing com­
mittee also awarded prizes for 
performances of Chinese works, 
which were won by Zhang Zu­
oquan, Li Xing and Qin Rong. 
Another three competitors were 
given encouraging awards for 
taking part in the contest. 

A variety of works encompass­
ing different styles were made 
compulsory in order to test the 
technical and artistic ability of 
the competitors. The fact that re­
gions where piano skills were 

previously rather low, such as 
Shenyang, Tianjin and Wuhan, 
were able to send representatives 
to the competition was an indica­
tion of the increased popularity 
of the piano and the resulting 
improvement in skills. 

Eighteen-year-old Qin Rong, 
the first-prize winner, was recog­
nized as an outstanding player 
with a high level of technical 
ability and musical understand­
ing. Her playing is fluent, im­
pressive and dynamic. 

Although the piano was in­
troduced to China about 100 
years ago, China only began to 
train its pianists after the found­
ing of the People's Republic in 
1949. During the 1950s a group 
of outstanding pianists, includ­
ing Liu Shikun, Yin Chengzong, 
Gu Shengying, Li Mingqiang, 
Zhou Guangren, Bao Huiqiao, 
Hong Teng and Li Qifang rose to 
prominence. All won prizes 
at major international competi­
tions. 

The "cu l tu ra l r evo lu t i on" 
(1966-76), however, halted in­
ternational exchanges and piano 
playing was discouraged. Only 
in the 1980s have exchanges re­
sumed, resulting in the creation 
of a new group of outstanding 
young pianists: Zhu Daming, Li 
l ian, Qin Yingming, Du Ning-
wu, Wei Danwen, Kun Xiang-
dong and Pan Xun. They have 
won prizes at major competitions 
in the United States, France, 

Aust ra l ia , the Soviet Union, 
Chile and Spain. 

As the standard of perform­
ance in China has increased over 
the past 10 years, more and more 
pianos have found their way into 
the homes of average families. 
Many Chinese children now stu­
dy piano and this has helped to 
improve the overall standard of 
playing and the development of 
skilled performers. Compared to 
international standards, howev­
er, Chinese pianists still have a 
long way to go. 

The fact that the top five fin­
ishers in the competition were 
students of the Central Conser­
vatory of Music in Beijing was 
an indication of the strength of 
that institution. Established in 
1950, the Central Conservatory 
now has seven departments, in­
cluding an attached primary and 
middle school, with 214 teachers 
and over 600 students. 

The strong Shanghai Conser­
vatory of Music did not send 
players to the competition. Some 
experts believe that if it had, the 
list of winners would have been 
different and the overall stan­
dard would have been raised. It 
was noted that relatively few tal­
ented players emerged in the 
competition and that while many 
participants could perform some 
pieces with technical skill, their 
understanding of the music was 
not deep. This revealed a flaw in 
current teaching methods. 

"Piano playing requires an in­
tegrated approach. Henceforth, 
we must pay greater attention to 
this in training students," said 
Zhou Guangren of the Central 
Conservatory, one of China's 
best pianists and piano teachers. 

Some experts suggested that 
the government should hold a 
national piano competition every 
two years in order to raise the 
level of playing and teaching and 
to improve the quality of com­
positions for piano. 

by Feng Jing 
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Portrait of a Man. 

ART PACE 

Sketches by 
Pan Guangwu 

Pan Guangwu, born in Sichuan 
Province in 1948, now works for the 
Company of Arts and Crafts in Wanx-
ian County, Sichuan Province. A fine 
artist. Pan does both Chinese and 
Western paintings. His sketches in­
clude: 

A 6 i r l . 

The Three Gorges of the Changjiang (Yangtze) River. 
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