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President Yang Meets Salisbury 
• D u r i n g h i s m e e t i n g w i t h H a r r i s o n E . S a l i s b u r y , P r e s i d e n t 
Y a n g s a i d t h a t C h i n a w i l l n o t c h a n g e t h e p o l i c y o f r e f o r m a n d 
o p e n i n g t o t h e o u t s i d e w o r l d d e v i s e d b y D e n g X i a o p i n g . P r e s ­
i d e n t Y a n g p o i n t e d o u t t h a t C h i n a h a s s c o r e d t a n g i b l e r e s u l t s 
i n i t s e c o n o m i c r e a d j u s t m e n t ( p . 1 3 ) . 

Ngapol Ngawang JIgme on Tibetan Issues 
• A t a r e c e n t p r e s s c o n f e r e n c e , V i c e - C h a i r m a n o f t h e N P C 
S t a n d i n g C o m m i t t e e N g a p o i N g a w a n g J i g m e a n s w e r e d q u e s ­
t i o n s a b o u t a n a g r e e m e n t r e a c h e d b e t w e e n t h e c e n t r a l g o v e r n ­
m e n t a n d t h e l o c a l g o v e r n m e n t o f T i b e t t h a t l e d t o t h e p e a c e ­
f u l l i b e r a t i o n o f T i b e t , t h e c h a n g e s i n T i b e t o v e r t h e p a s t f o u r 
d e c a d e s , t h e r e i n c a r n a t i o n o f t h e T e n t h B a i n g e n a n d f r e e d o m 
o f r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f ( p . 1 6 ) . 

Local People's Congresses Reelected 
• I n a n 1 8 - m o u t h p e r i o d , C h i n a c o n d u c t e d e l e c t i o n s f o r p e o ­
p l e ' s c o n g r e s s e s i n c o u n t i e s a n d t o w n s h i p s t h r o u g h o u t t h e 
n a t i o n . T h e e l e c t i o n s a n d t h e w a y t h e y w e r e c a r r i e d o u t w e r e 
a m a j o r e v e n t i n t h e p o l i t i c a l l i f e o f t h e C h i n e s e p e o p l e ( p p . 
1 9 - 2 7 ) . 

Developing Nations See Worsening Economies 
• O v e r t h e p a s t d e c a d e , t h e e c o n o m i e s o f d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s 
h a v e b e e n c o n f r o n t e d w i t h s e r i o u s d i f f i c u l t i e s . T h e i r e c o n o m i c 
g r o w t h h a s s l o w e d d o w n d u e t o e c o n o m i c m a n a g e m e n t i n e x ­
p e r i e n c e a n d t h e u n r e a s o n a b l e i n t e r n a t i o n a l e c o n o m i c o r d e r 
( p . 1 1 ) . 

Cliina's Programme for the 1990s 
• A f o r t h c o m i n g N P C s e s s i o n w i l l d i s c u s s a n d d e c i d e u p o n 
C h i n a ' s p r o g r a m m e f o r t h e 1 9 9 0 s . W i t h t h e f u l f i l m e n t o f t h e 
f i r s t - s t a g e g o a l i n t h e 1 9 8 0 s , t h e s e c o n d - s t a g e g o a l , o n c e a g a i n 
d o u b l i n g t h e 1 9 8 0 G N P , w i l l b e a c h i e v e d s o l o n g a s a n a v e r a g e 
a n n u a l g r o w t h r a t e o f 6 p e r c e n t i s m a i n t a i n e d . T h e k e y t o 
a c h i e v i n g t h e g o a l l i e s i n a d h e r i n g t o t h e s o c i a l i s t r o a d w i t h 
C h i n e s e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ( p . 4 ) . 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITORS 

China's Development Programme for the 1990s 
, by Jin Qi 

rr^he N a t i o n a l P e o p l e ' s C o n g r e s s ( N P C ) t o b e 
I h e l d o n M a r c h 2 5 , 1 9 9 1 w i l l d i s c u s s a n d 

d e c i d e u p o n C h i n a ' s d e v e l o p m e n t p r o ­
g r a m m e f o r t h e d e c a d e o f t h e 1990s , a s u b j e c t o f 
w i d e c o n c e r n t o p e o p l e a t h o m e a n d a b r o a d . 

T h e " O u t l i n e o f t h e T e n - Y e a r P r o g r a m m e f o r 
N a t i o n a l E c o n o m i c a n d S o c i a l D e v e l o p m e n t a n d 
t h e E i g h t h F i v e - Y e a r P l a n ( 1 9 9 1 - 9 5 ) " ( d r a f t ) s u b ­
m i t t e d b y t h e S t a t e C o u n c i l t o t h e N P C f o r d i s ­
c u s s i o n a n d a p p r o v a l w a s d r a w n u p i n a c c o r d a n c e 
w i t h t h e p r o p o s a l s p r e s e n t e d b y t h e C P C C e n t r a l 
C o m m i t t e e ' s p l e n a r y s e s s i o n h e l d l a s t D e c e m b e r . 
B o t h c e n t r a l a n d l o c a l g o v e r n m e n t s h a v e s p e n t 
m o r e t h a n a y e a r p r e p a r i n g t h e d r a f t , d r a w i n g 
v a r i o u s d e m o c r a t i c p a r t i e s , n o n - p a r t y p e r s o n a g e s , 
s c h o l a r s a n d e x p e r t s i n t o t h e d i s c u s s i o n . 

T h i s b l u e p r i n t s p e c i f y i n g t h e o r i e n t a t i o n , p o l i ­
c ies , m e a s u r e s a n d g o a l s f o r C h i n a ' s d e v e l o p m e n t 
i n t h e 1 9 9 0 s i n v o l v e s b o t h s u c c e s s i o n a n d d e v e l ­
o p m e n t . 

I n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e t h r e e - s t a g e s t r a t e g i c 
p l a n f o r C h i n a ' s s o c i a l i s t m o d e r n i z a t i o n , t h e 
s e c o n d - s t a g e g o a l w i l l b e r e a c h e d i n t h e 1 9 9 0 s as 
t h e 1980 G N P i s q u a d r u p l e d a n d a c o m f o r t a b l e 
s t a n d a r d o f l i v i n g a c h i e v e d . 

B e c a u s e t h e g o a l . o f d o u b l i n g t h e 1 9 8 0 G N P w a s 
f u l f i l l e d a h e a d o f s c h e d u l e i n t h e 1 9 8 0 s , i t i s 
e s t i m a t e d t h a t t h e s e c o n d - s t a g e g o a l w i l l b e 
a c h i e v e d i f a n a v e r a g e a n n u a l g r o w t h r a t e o f o n l y 
6 p e r c e n t i s m a i n t a i n e d d u r i n g t h e 1 9 9 0 s . 

A l t h o u g h t h i s g r o w t h r a t e i s n o t h i g h , t h e d i f ­
f i c u l t y i n a c h i e v i n g i t l i e s i n o v e r c o m i n g t h e 
l o n g - s t a n d i n g t e n d e n c y o f e x c e s s i v e p u r s u i t o f 
q u a n t i t y a n d b y s h i f t i n g t h e f o c u s o f e c o n o m i c 
d e v e l o p m e n t t o i m p r o v e m e n t i n q u a l i t y a n d e c o ­
n o m i c e f f i c i e n c y . T o d o t h e s e , i t i s n e c e s s a r y t o 
m a i n t a i n a b a l a n c e b e t w e e n t o t a l s o c i a l d e m a n d 
a n d s u p p l y , o p t i m i z e t h e e c o n o m i c s t r u c t u r e ^ ^ 
s t r e n g t h e n w e a k e c o n o m i c l i n k s a n d b r i n g t h e 
e c o n o m y i n t o t h e o r b i t o f a s u s t a i n e d , s t e a d y a n d 
h a r m o n i o u s d e v e l o p m e n t . A t t h e s a m e t i m e , i t i s 
n e c e s s a r y f o r e n t e r p r i s e s t o t u r n e x t e n s i v e m a n ­
a g e m e n t i n t o i n t e n s i v e m a n a g e m e n t a n d r e l y o n 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l p r o g r e s s a n d s c i e n t i f i c m a n a g e m e n t 
t o s t r i v e f o r h i g h - q u a l i t y p r o d u c t i o n a n d s e r v i c e 
a n d g r e a t e r c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s . I f t h e s e c a n b e 
a c h i e v e d , i t w i l l m a r k a c h a n g e o f f a r - r e a c h i n g 
s i g n i f i c a n c e i n t h e h i s t o r y o f C h i n a ' s e c o n o m i c 
d e v e l o p m e n t . 

T h e k e y t o a t t a i n i n g t h e a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d g o a l 
l i e s i n a d h e r i n g t o t h e s o c i a l i s t r o a d w i t h C h i n e s e 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . T h e c o n c r e t e c o n t e n t s o f t h i s r o a d 
h a v e b e e n g r a d u a l l y e n r i c h e d i n t h e p ropes s o f 
i m p l e m e n t i n g t h e b a s i c l i n e c e n t r e d a r o u n d e c o ­
n o m i c c o n s t r u c t i o n , o f u p h o l d i n g t h e f o u r c a r d i ­
n a l p r i n c i p l e s a n d p e r s i s t i n g i n r e f o r m a n d o p e n ­
i n g t o t h e o u t s i d e w o r l d . I t i s s u m m e d u p as 
1 2 - a r t i c l e m a j o r p r i n c i p l e s i n t h e C P C C e n t r a l 
C o m m i t t e e ' s p r o p o s a l s a n d i s t h e c r y s t a l i z a t i o n o f 
t h e w i s d o m o f t h e P a r t y a n d t h e p e o p l e a n d a n 
e m b o d i m e n t o f t h e o u t s t a n d i n g c o n t r i b u t i o n s 
m a d e b y D e n g X i a o p i n g , c h i e f a r c h i t e c t o f C h i ­
n a ' s m o d e r n i z a t i o n . 

E c o n o m i c r e s t r u c t u r i n g a n d t h e o p e n p o l i c y a r e 
t h e m o s t r e m a r k a b l e c h a n g e t o h a v e o c c u r r e d i n 
C h i n a ' s s o c i a l a n d e c o n o m i c l i f e o v e r t h e p a s t t e n 
y e a r s . T h e y a r e as w e l l t h e b a s i c s t i m u l u s t o s t r i v e 
f o r m a j o r a c h i e v e m e n t s . I n t h e n e x t t e n y e a r s , 
C h i n a w i l l p r e s s a h e a d w i t h f u l l - s c a l e r e f o r m , 
o p e n i t s d o o r w i d e r t o t h e o u t s i d e w o r l d a n d , i n 
c o m p l i a n c e w i t h t h e r e q u i r e m e n t o f a p l a n n e d 
s o c i a l i s t c o m m o d i t y e c o n o m y , e s t a b l i s h a n o p e r a ­
t i o n a l m e c h a n i s m w h i c h i n t e g r a t e s t h e p l a n n e d 
e c o n o m y a n d m a r k e t r e g u l a t i o n a n d c a r r y o u t 
f o r e i g n e c o n o m i c a n d t e c h n o l o g i c a l e x c h a n g e s a t 
a h i g h e r l e v e l a n d o n a l a r g e r s c a l e . 

I n t h e n e x t d e c a d e o f s o c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t , 
C h i n a w i l l d e m o n s t r a t e t h a t i t h a s l e a r n t a l e s s o n 
f r o m w e a k e n e d p o l i t i c a l a n d i d e o l o g i c a l e d u c a ­
t i o n . T h e n a t i o n w i l l s t r e n g t h e n c o n s t r u c t i o n o f 
s o c i a l i s t c i v i l i z a t i o n w i t h a d v a n c e d c u l t u r e a n d 
i d e o l o g y i n o r d e r t o r a i s e t h e e n t i r e n a t i o n ' s m o r a l 
a n d c u l t u r a l l e v e l s . I n a d d i t i o n , C h i n a w i l l p a y 
c l o s e a t t e n t i o n t o a n d m a k e a c t i v e a n d e n t e r p r i s ­
i n g e f f o r t s t o p e r f e c t s o c i a l i s t d e m o c r a c y a n d t h e 
l e g a l s y s t e m , s a f e g u a r d p o l i t i c a l s t a b i l i t y a n d u n ­
i t y , i n t e n s i v e l y f i g h t a g a i n s t c o r r u p t i o n , f o r c o n ­
s t r u c t i o n o f a c l e a n g o v e r n m e n t a n d f o r c o n t r o l 
o v e r t h e g r o w t h i n t h e p o p u l a t i o n . 

P r a c t i c e i s t h e o n l y y a r d s t i c k f o r t e s t i n g t r u t h . 
I n t h e p a s t t e n y e a r s , w e h a v e f r u i t f u l l y t a k e n t h e 
s o c i a l i s t r o a d w i t h C h i n e s e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . I n t h e 
n e x t d e c a d e , w e w i l l c o n t i n u e t o f o l l o w t h i s r o a d 
a n d , w h i l e s u m m i n g u p o u r e x p e r i e n c e a n d d r a w ­
i n g o n l e s s o n s , w e w i l l u p h o l d w h a t i s r i g h t , 
c o r r e c t w h a t i s w r o n g a n d c o m p e n s a t e f o r w h a t i s 
i n s u f f i c i e n t . W h a t w i l l b e t h e r e s u l t o f t h e s e e f ­
f o r t s ? L e t t h e f u t u r e a n s w e r . • 
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E V E N T S / T R E N D S 

7th Five-Year Plan: 
GNPGoal Surpassed 

Du r i n g t h e y e a r s o f 1 9 8 6 - 9 0 , 
C h i n a o v e r f u l f i l l e d i t s 
p l a n f o r g r o s s n a t i o n a l 

p r o d u c t ( G N P ) g r o w t h b y 0 .3 
p e r c e n t , a c c o r d i n g t o a g o v e r n ­
m e n t o f f i c i a l . 

Z h a n g Z h o n g j i , a s p o k e s m a n 
f o r t h e S t a t e S t a t i s t i c a l B u r e a u , 
t o l d a press c o n f e r e n c e o n M a r c h 
13 t h a t t h e pas t f i v e y e a r s s a w a n 
a n n u a l g r o w t h o f 7.8 p e r c e n t i n 
G N P , h i g h e r t h a n t h e 7.5 p e r c e n t 
t a r g e t . 

T h e n a t i o n a l i n c o m e , h e s a i d , 
g r e w f r o m 7 0 2 b i l l i o n y u a n i n 
1 9 8 5 t o 1 ,430 b i l l i o n i n 1 9 9 0 , 
w i t h a n a n n u a l g r o w t h r a t e o f 7.5 
p e r c e n t i n t h e p a s t f i v e y e a r s , 0 .8 
p e r c e n t h i g h e r t h e p l a n n e d t a r ­
get . 

I t s p e r - c a p i t a G N P r o s e t o l a s t 
y e a r ' s 1 ,532 y u a n ( U S $ 2 4 9 . 6 ) 
f r o m 8 1 6 y u a n ( $ 1 5 6 . 9 ) i n 1 9 8 5 . 
A c c o r d i n g l y , b o t h u r b a n r e s i ­
d e n t s a n d f a r m e r s s a w n e a r l y 
i d e n t i c a l i n c r e a s e s i n t h e i r a v ­
e r a g e a n n u a l i n c o m e d u r i n g t h e 
pas t f i v e y e a r s : 4 . 1 p e r c e n t f o r 
u r b a n r e s i d e n t s a n d 4 . 2 p e r c e n t 
f o r t h e i r r u r a l c o m p a t r i o t s , h e 
s a i d . 

T h e i n c o m e g r o w t h , i n " t u r n , 
e n a b l e d o r d i n a r y C h i n e s e t o 
s p e n d m o r e o n b e t t e r f o o d i n ­
s t e a d o f j u s t f i l l i n g t h e i r s t o ­
m a c h s a n d b u y f a s h i o n a b l e c l o ­
t h i n g a n d d u r a b l e c o n s u m e r 
g o o d s s u c h as r e f r i g e r a t o r s , c o l ­
o u r t e l e v i s i o n sets a n d w a s h i n g 
m a c h i n e s . 

" D e s p i t e a r e l a t i v e l y l o w i n ­
c o m e l e v e l , " Z h a n g s a i d , " t h e 
h e a l t h c o n d i t i o n s , n u t r i t i o n i n ­
t a k e a n d a v e r a g e l i f e e x p e c t a n c y 
o f t h e p e o p l e h a v e b e e n c l o s e t o 
o r a l r e a d y r e a c h e d t h e s t a n d a r d 
o f c o u n t r i e s a t m i d d l e - i n c o m e 
l e v e l s . " 

C h i n a ' s e c o n o m i c r e f o r m e f ­
f o r t s p a i d o f f as i t r e a d j u s t e d i t s 
e c o n o m i c s t r u c t u r e a n d s y s t e m o f 
o w n e r s h i p i n t h e pas t f i v e y e a r s . 

W h i l e k e e p i n g p u b l i c o w n ­
e r s h i p as t h e m a i n s t a y o f t h e n a ­
t i o n a l e c o n o m y , h e s a i d , C h i n a 
s a w s i z a b l e i n c r e a s e s i n b o t h t h e 
c o l l e c t i v e a n d p r i v a t e s e c t o r s . 

O f C h i n a ' s t o t a l i n d u s t r i a l o u t ­
p u t v a l u e , t h e s h a r e c o n t r i b u t e d 
b y c o l l e c t i v e l y - o w n e d f i r m s r o s e 
t o 3 6 . 9 p e r c e n t l a s t y e a r , u p f r o m 
3 2 . 8 p e r c e n t i n 1 9 8 5 . 

M e a n w h i l e , p r i v a t e a n d o t h e r 
n o n - p u b l i c s e c t o r s i n c r e a s e d t h e i r 
s h a r e f r o m 2.3 p e r c e n t t o 8.6 p e r ­
c e n t o f t h e c o u n t r y ' s t o t a l i n d u s ­

t r i a l o u t p u t v a l u e , t h e s p o k e s m a n 
s a i d . 

I n t h e c o u n t r y s i d e , r u r a l f i r m s 
d e v e l o p e d r a i d l y i n t h e pas t f i v e 
y e a r s a n d p r o v i d e d 2 2 m i l l i o n e x ­
t r a j o b s f o r l a b o u r e r s . 

N o n - a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t i o n 
s e c t o r s , s u c h as i n d u s t r y , c o m ­
m e r c e , c o n s t r u c t i o n a n d t r a n s ­
p o r t , a c c o u n t e d f o r 5 4 . 6 p e r c e n t 
o f t h e t o t a l o u t p u t v a l u e i n r u r a l 
C h i n a l a s t y e a r , w h i c h w a s a n 
i n c r e a s e o f 1 1 . 7 p e r c e n t o v e r t h e 
1 9 8 5 f i g u r e , h e a d d e d . • 

China Suggests 
Mideast Peace Plan 

A f i v e - p o i n t peace p l a n f o r a 
f a i r s o l u t i o n t o t h e M i d ­
d l e E a s t i s s u e a t t h e e a r l i ­

es t p o s s i b l e d a t e w a s p r o p o s e d 
b y t h e C h i n e s e g o v e r n m e n t o n 
M a r c h 14 . 

A t a w e e k l y n e w s b r i e f i n g , a 
C h i n e s e F o r e i g n M i n i s t r y spokes ­
m a n p o i n t e d o u t t h a t t h e p r o ­
l o n g e d a b s e n c e o f a s o l u t i o n t o 
t h e i s s u e , w i t h t h e P a l e s t i n e ques ­
t i o n a t i t s h e a r t , i s t h e m a i n cause 
o f t h e c o n t i n u o u s t u r m o i l i n t h e 
r e g i o n . 

A f t e r t h e e n d o f t h e G u l f w a r , 
h e s a i d , t h e n e e d f o r s u c h a set­
t l e m e n t h a s b e c o m e i m p e r a t i v e . 

H e s p e l l e d o u t C h i n a ' s f i v e -
p o i n t peace p l a n as: 

— T h e M i d d l e E a s t i s s u e 
s h o u l d be r e s o l v e d t h r o u g h p o l i t ­
i c a l c h a n n e l s a n d a l l p a r t i e s c o n ­
c e r n e d s h o u l d r e f r a i n f r o m r e ­
s o r t i n g t o f o r c e ; 

— C h i n a s u p p o r t s t h e c o n v o ­
c a t i o n o f a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace 
c o n f e r e n c e o n t h e M i d d l e E a s t 
u n d e r U N a u s p i c e s , w i t h t h e p a r ­
t i c i p a t i o n o f t h e f i v e p e r m a n e n t 
m e m b e r s o f t h e U N S e c u r i t y 
C o u n c i l a n d a l l p a r t i e s c o n ­
c e r n e d ; 

— C h i n a s u p p o r t s t h e e f f o r t s 
o f a l l p a r t i e s t o c o n d u c t d i a l o g u e s 
o f v a r i o u s f o r m s as t h e y d e e m 
a p p r o p r i a t e , i n c l u d i n g d i r e c t d i a ­
l o g u e b e t w e e n t h e P L O a n d I s ­
r a e l ; 
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— I s r a e l m u s t s t o p i t s s u p p r e s ­
s i o n o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s i n t h e 
o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s a n d w i t h ­
d r a w f r o m t h e o c c u p i e d A r a b 
l a n d s ; i n r e t u r n , t h e s e c u r i t y o f 
I s r a e l s h o u l d a l s o b e g u a r a n t e e d ; 

— T h e S t a t e o f P a l e s t i n e a n d 
I s r a e l s h o u l d r e c o g n i z e e a c h o t h ­
e r a n d A r a b a n d J e w i s h n a t i o n s 
s h o u l d c o - e x i s t i n p e a c e ; 

T h e s p o k e s m a n s a i d t h a t 
C h i n a , as a p e r m a n e n t m e m b e r 
o f t h e U N S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l , w i l l 
c o n t i n u e i t s e f f o r t s t o p r o m o t e 
t h e M i d d l e E a s t peace p r o c e s s 
t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
c o m m u n i t y . 

S p e a k i n g o n a r m s sa les i n t h e 
M i d d l e E a s t , t h e s p o k e s m a n s a i d 
t h e C h i n e s e F o r e i g n M i n i s t r y h a s 
c a l l e d f o r a " p r u d e n t a n d r e s p o n ­
s i b l e a t t i t u d e . " 

" C h i n a m a i n t a i n s t h a t t h e a r ­
m a m e n t s o f e a c h c o u n t r y s h o u l d 
b e u s e d f o r s e l f - d e f e n s e o n l y . 
T h e y m u s t n o t be u s e d f o r a r m e d 
a g g r e s s i o n a g a i n s t a n d i n t e r f e r ­
ence i n a n y o t h e r c o u n t r y , " h e 
s a i d . • 

Massive Drive to 
Turn Nation Greener 

Mo r e t h a n 10 b i l l i o n t r e e s 
h a v e b e e n p l a n t e d i n 
C h i n a o v e r t h e pas t de ­

cade t h a n k s t o a m a s s i v e c a m -
p a i n p a r t i c i p a t e d b y m i l l i o n s o f 
C h i n e s e p e o p l e , o l d a n d y o u n g , t o 
b e a u t i f y t h e i r c o u n t r y . 

A s u r v e y s h o w s t h a t H u n a n , 
H u b e i , J i a n g x i a n d F u j i a n p r o v ­
inces a n d t h e G u a n g x i Z h u a n g 
A u t o n o m o u s R e g i o n h a v e a f ­
f o r e s t e d m o r e t h a n 3 0 0 , 0 0 0 h e c ­
t a r e s o f m o u n t a i n s l o p e s a n d 
w a s t e l a n d i n t h e p a s t t w o 
m o n t h s . A t o t a l o f 1.4 m i l l i o n 
h e c t a r e s o f l a n d w i l l be p l a n t e d 
w i t h t r e e s i n t h e s e r e g i o n s t h e 
re s t o f t h i s y e a r . 

A c c o r d i n g t o t h e M i n i s t r y o f 
F o r e s t r y , C h i n a p l a n s t o b u i l d 3 1 
m i l l i o n h e c t a r e s o f f o r e s t i n 
t h e c o m i n g d e c a d e s o t h a t t r e e 
g r o w t h w i l l s u r p a s s t i m b e r c o n -

YAO ZUNGYl 
People in Zhidan County of Shaanxi Province plant trees on barren hills. 

s u m p t i o n . 
T o m e e t t h i s t a r g e t , t h e m i n i s ­

t r y i s t o i n v e s t 2 .5 b i l l i o n y u a n i n 
t e c h n i c a l i n n o v a t i o n a n d t h e i m ­
p r o v e m e n t o f f o r e s t r y - r e l a t e d i n ­
f r a s t r u c t u r e i n t h e c o m i n g f i v e 
y e a r s . N e w s c i e n t i f i c r e s u l t s a n d 
t e c h n o l o g y w i l l b e i n t r o d u c e d t o 
speed u p a f f o r e s t a t i o n . 

D u r i n g t h e S e v e n t h F i v e - Y e a r 
P l a n ( 1 9 8 6 - 9 0 ) p e r i o d , t h e c o u n ­
t r y p l a n t e d t i m b e r f o r e s t s o n 
1 5 . 7 8 m i l l i o n h e c t a r e s , u p 6 .4 
p e r c e n t o v e r t h e 1 9 8 1 - 8 5 p e r i o d . 

L a s t y e a r a l o n e , 5.5 m i l l i o n 
h e c t a r e s o f l a n d w e r e p l a n t e d 
w i t h t r e e s a n d 3 .7 m i l l i o n h e c ­
t a r e s o f h i l l s i d e s w e r e c l o s e d o f f 
f r o m l i v e s t o c k g r a z i n g a n d f u e l 
e x p l o r a t i o n t o f a c i l i t a t e a f f o r e s t a ­
t i o n . 

S o f a r , C h i n a h a s 3 0 . 7 m i l l i o n 
h e c t a r e s o f m a n - p l a n t e d f o r e s t s , 
r a n k i n g f i r s t i n t h e w o r l d . 

C o n s t r u c t i o n o f a s h e l t e r b e l t 
i s w e l l u n d e r w a y o n t h e u p ­
p e r r e a c h e s o f t h e C h a n g j i a n g 
( Y a n g t z e ) R i v e r . T h e p r o j e c t , 
c o v e r i n g 6 7 0 , 0 0 0 h e c t a r e s , h a d 
s t r e c h e d a c r o s s 1 4 5 c o u n t i e s i n 
n i n e p r o v i n c e s a l o n g t h e r i v e r 
e a r l y l a s t y e a r . 

T h e n o r t h e r n s h e l t e r b e l t p r o ­
j e c t b e g a n i n 1 9 7 8 t o c u r b dese r ­
t i f i c a t i o n , s o i l e r o s i o n , f l o o d a n d 
d r o u g h t . I n a l l , 9 . 1 3 m i l l i o n h e c ­

t a r e s o f t r e e s h a v e b e e n p l a n t e d , 
b r i n g i n g 1 1 m i l l i o n h e c t a r e s o f 
f a r m l a n d u n d e r p r o t e c t i o n . 

A s a r e s u l t o f a f f o r e s t a t i o n e f ­
f o r t s , 6 0 . 7 p e r c e n t o f t h e f a r m ­
l a n d o n t h e p l a i n s i s n o w s u r ­
r o u n d e d b y t r e e s . 

V i l l a g e - r u n t r e e f a r m s h a v e 
b e e n e s t a b l i s h e d t o m e e t t h e n a ­
t i o n w i d e n e e d s f o r t r e e s a p l i n g s . 
C h i n a h a s 1 2 1 , 0 0 0 s u c h f a r m s 
w i t h a c o m b i n e d 13 m i l l i o n h e c ­
t a r e s o f f o r e s t e d l a n d . I n a d d i ­
t i o n , t h e s t a t e t r e e f a r m s h a v e 
p l a n n e d t o p l a n t t r e e s o n 6.7 m i l ­
l i o n h e c t a r e s o f m o u n t a i n s l o p e s 
a n d w a s t e l a n d i n t h e n e x t t e n 
y e a r s . • 

State Organs in 
Efficiency Wlove 

Pr e m i e r L i P e n g s a i d o n 
M a r c h 13 t h a t t o i m ­
p r o v e e c o n o m i c m a n a g e ­

m e n t , g o v e r n m e n t o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
s h o u l d be s t r e a m l i n e d i n a c c o r d ­
a n c e w i t h t h e p r i n c i p l e o f i n ­
t e g r a t i n g p l a n n e d e c o n o m y a n d 
m a r k e t r e g u l a t i o n a n d s e p a r a t i n g 
g o v e r n m e n t a l a n d b u s i n e s s f u n c ­
t i o n s . 

W h i l e a d d r e s s i n g a n a t i o n a l 
c o n f e r e n c e o n p e r s o n n e l m a n a g e ­
m e n t w h i c h b e g a n o n M a r c h 1 1 
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a t Z h o n g n a n h a i , t h e sea t o f t h e 
c e n t r a l g o v e r n m e n t , L i s t r e s s ed 
t h e s i g n i f i c a n c e o f r e f o r m i n g 
g o v e r n m e n t o r g a n i z a t i o n s . H e 
s a i d t h a t t h e m a j o r t a s k f a c i n g 
t h e r e f o r m o f l o c a l g o v e r n m e n t 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s i s t o c a r r y o u t 
m u l t i - l e v e l e x p e r i m e n t s , w h i l e 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s u n d e r t h e S t a t e 
C o u n c i l s h o u l d r e m a i n c o m p a r a ­
t i v e l y s t a b l e . T h e k e y p o i n t i s t o 
i m p r o v e e f f i c i e n c y , h e a d d e d . 

L i s t a t e d t h a t w a g e s y s t e m r e ­
f o r m s h o u l d be c a r r i e d o n i n r e ­
l a t i o n w i t h t h e r e f o r m o f g o v ­
e r n m e n t o r g a n i z a t i o n s . E g a l i t a r i -
a n i s m s h o u l d b e e l i m i n a t e d a n d 
p r a c t i c a l e f f o r t s be m a d e t o e n ­
c o u r a g e e x p e r t s , s c h o l a r s a n d 
s c i e n t i f i c a n d t e c h n o l o g i c a l p e r ­
s o n n e l w h o h a v e m a d e p r o m i n e n t 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s . 

H e p o i n t e d o u t t h a t a n e w c i v ­
i l s e r v i c e s y s t e m s h o u l d b e e s t a -
b h s h e d i n l i g h t o f C h i n a ' s p r e s e n t 
c o n d i t i o n s , a n d t h e s e l e c t i o n a n d 
p r o m o t i o n o f g o v e r n m e n t o f ­
f i c i a l s s h o u l d b e b a s e d o n t h e i r 
w o r k i n g a b i l i t i e s . 

A c c o r d i n g t o V i c e P e r s o n n e l 
M i n i s t e r Z h a n g Z h i j i a n , n o n e w 
g o v e r n m e n t b o d i e s w i l l be es t a ­
b l i s h e d , n o r w i l l e x i s t i n g o n e s b e 
e x p a n d e d , w i t h o u t S t a t e C o u n c i l 
a p p r o v a l . 

H e s a i d t h e S t a t e P r o d u c t i o n 
C o m m i s s i o n , se t u p i n 1 9 8 9 
t o c o o r d i n a t e n a t i o n a l i n d u s t r i ­
a l m a n a g e m e n t , w o u l d b e k e p t a n 
i m p e r m a n e n t g o v e r n m e n t o r g a n 
u n d e r t h e S t a t e P l a n n i n g C o m ­
m i s s i o n . 

A n d t h e c e n t r a l g o v e r n m e n t 
ha s d e c i d e d t o r e s t r i c t a d m i n i s ­
t r a t i v e i n t e r f e r e n c e i n t h e b u s i ­
ness aspects o f m a j o r n a t i o n a l e n ­
t e r p r i s e s o r e n t e r p r i s e g r o u p s , t h e 
v i c e - m i n i s t e r s a i d . 

T h e n u m b e r o f n e w r e c r u i t s 
t o s t a f f g o v e r n m e n t d e p a r t m e n t s 
t h i s y e a r w i l l be h m i t e d t o 2 9 0 , -
0 0 0 , w h i l e a t o t a l o f 1 6 0 , 0 0 0 r e ­
d u n d a n t s t a f f w i l l be c u t , Z h a n g 
n o t e d . 

L a s t y e a r , t h e c o u n t r y c u t 
1 2 0 g o v e r n m e n t - a f f i l i a t e d i n ­
s t i t u t i o n s a n d r e d u c e d t h e w o r k ­

i n g s t a f f b y m o r e t h a n 6 2 , 0 0 0 . 
H o w e v e r , t h e d e p a r t m e n t s o f j u s ­
t i c e , s t a t i s t i c s , i n d u s t r y a n d c o m ­
m e r c e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , p r i c e m a n ­
a g e m e n t , t a x , c u s t o m s a n d f a m i l y 
p l a n n i n g e n l i s t e d m o r e s t a f f . • 

News in Brief 

Djibouti President 
Pays Visit to China 

P r e s i d e n t o f t h e R e p u b l i c o f 
D j i b o u t i H a s s a n G o u l e d A p t i d o n 
a r r i v e d i n B e i j i n g o n M a r c h 11 
a n d p a i d a f i v e - d a y g o o d w i l l v i s i t 
t o C h i n a . 

C h i n e s e P r e s i d e n t Y a n g S h a n g -
k u n a n d P r e m i e r L i P e n g m e t 
a n d t a l k e d w i t h G o u l e d t h e n e x t 
d a y . Y a n g p o i n t e d o u t t h a t P r e s ­
i d e n t G o u l e d ' s c u r r e n t v i s i t w i l l 
f u r t h e r t h e p o l i t i c a l , e c o n o m i c 
a n d o t h e r r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n t h e 
t w o c o u n t r i e s . W o r l d peace w i l l 
a l s o b e n e f i t f r o m t h e g o o d r e l a ­
t i o n s b e t w e e n t h e t w o c o u n t r i e s 
a n d f r o m t h e m e e t i n g s a n d t a l k s 
b e i n g h e l d b e t w e e n t h e i r t o p 
l e a d e r s , s a i d Y a n g . 

G o u l e d , w h o v i s i t e d C h i n a f i r s t 
i n D e c e m b e r 1 9 7 9 , n o t e d t h a t t h e 
D j i b o u t i p e o p l e a r e s a t i s f i e d w i t h 
t h e p r o j e c t s a i d e d b y C h i n a a n d 
t h e w o r k p e r f o r m e d b y C h i n e s e 
t e c h n i c i a n s i n D j i b o u t i . 
Marshall Embassy 
To Be Established 

C h i n e s e P r e m i e r L i P e n g h e l d 
t a l k s o n M a r c h 14 w i t h P r e s i d e n t 
A m a t a K a b u a o f t h e M a r s h a l l 
I s l a n d s . 

L i s a i d t h a t K a b u a ' s C h i n a v i s ­
i t , a f t e r d i p l o m a t i c t i e s w e r e es­
t a b l i s h e d b e t w e e n t h e t w o c o u n ­
t r i e s i n N o v e m b e r l a s t y e a r , i n ­
d i c a t e s t h e i m p o r t a n c e t h e M a r ­
s h a l l I s l a n d s a t t a c h t o r e l a t i o n s 
w i t h C h i n a , f o r w h i c h h e v o i c e d 
a p p r e c i a t i o n . 

K a b u a s a i d t h e M a r s h a l l I s ­
l a n d s p l a n t o set u p a n e m b a s s y 
i n B e i j i n g s o o n . 
Cambodia: 
China's Support Assured 

T h e C h i n e s e g o v e r n m e n t w i l l , 

as a l w a y s , s u p p o r t t h e C a m b o d i ­
a n r e s i s t a n c e p a r t i e s i n t h e i r e f ­
f o r t s t o r e a c h a p o l i t i c a l s e t t l e ­
m e n t o f t h e C a m b o d i a n i s s u e . 

T h i s w a s d e c l a r e d b y t h e 
C h i n e s e P r e m i e r L i P e n g w h e n 
m e e t i n g w i t h t h e l e a d e r s o f t h r e e 
C a m b o d i a n r e s i s t a n c e p a r t i e s , i n ­
c l u d i n g P r i n c e N o r o d o m S i h a n ­
o u k , i n B e i j i n g o n M a r c h 14 . 

S i h a n o u k s a i d t h a t t h e t h r e e 
p a r t i e s a g r e e w i t h t h e U N S e c u r ­
i t y C o u n c i l ' s f r a m e w o r k a n d o t h ­
e r r e l a t e d d o c u m e n t s o n t h e 
C a m b o d i a n q u e s t i o n a n d c a l l e d 
o n o t h e r p a r t i e s c o n c e r n e d t o ac­
c e p t t h e s e d o c u m e n t s . 
China Will 
Increase Its Export 

C h i n a h a s set a n a m b i t i o u s e x ­
p o r t g o a l t o i n c r e a s e i t s a n n u a l 
e x p o r t s b y 2 0 p e r c e n t d u r i n g t h e 
1 9 9 1 - 1 9 9 5 p e r i o d . 

' T h e M i n i s t r y o f F o r e i g n E c o ­
n o m i c R e l a t i o n s a n d T r a d e u r g e d 
m a n a g e r s o f t h e C h i n a N a t i o n a l 
O v e r s e a s T r a d i n g C o r p o r a t i o n , 
o n e o f t h e c o u n t r y ' s l e a d i n g c o m ­
p r e h e n s i v e f o r e i g n t r a d e e n t e r ­
p r i s e s , t o e x e r t t h e i r u t m o s t t o 
d e v e l o p n e w m a r k e t s a n d h i g h -
v a l u e p r o d u c t s t o r e a c h t h a t g o a l . 
State Hiring 
and Firing 

E a r l y i n M a r c h , t h e S t a t e 
C o u n c i l a p p o i n t e d s o m e S t a t e o f ­
f i c i a l s , s a c k i n g o t h e r s . 

H o n g H u w a s a p p o i n t e d t o b e 
v i c e - m i n i s t e r i n c h a r g e o f t h e 
s t a t e c o m m i s s i o n f o r r e s t r u c t u r ­
i n g t h e e c o n o m i c s y s t e m , W a n g 
A n g t o be v i c e - m i n i s t e r o f a e r o n ­
a u t i c s a n d a s t r o n a u t i c s i n d u s ­
t r y , D o n g Z h i g u a n g t o b e v i c e -
m i n i s t e r o f f o r e i g n e c o n o m i c r e ­
l a t i o n s a n d t r a d e , C h e n Z i y i n g t o 
be d e p u t y d i r e c t o r o f t h e H e a d 
O f f i c e i n c h a r g e o f H o n g K o n g 

' a n d M a c a o A f f a i r s a n d J i a n g 
Z h u p i n g t o b e t h e d i r e c t o r o f t h e 
C i v i l A v i a t i o n A d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f 
C h i n a ( C A A C ) . 

J i a n g X i e s h e n g w a s r e m o v e d ' 
f r o m h i s p o s i t i o n as v i c e - m i n i s t e r 
o f a e r o n a u t i c s a n d a s t r o n a u t i c s 
i n d u s t r y a n d H u Y i z h o u as t h e 
d i r e c t o r o f t h e C A A C . • 
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O n t h e R i g h t t o D e v e l o p m e n t 

Since the Declaration on the 
Right to Development was 
adopted, the universal and 

full realization of the right to 
development has always been a 
major concern of the commis­
sion, which has decided to give 
priority to this issue as a separate 
item on its agenda from the year 
1990. For years, the commission 
has done tremendous work in 
giving wide publicity to the right 
to development and in actively 
promoting its realization, a fact 
that the international communi­
ty has always commended and 
appreciated. 

To fully realize the right to 
development, we must first clar­
ify the concept. There is a doc­
trine at present which emphasiz­
es that the right to development 
is only a right of individuals. The 
Chinese delegation believes that 
the right to development is both 
a right of states or nations and of 
individuals. It is a collective as 
well as an individual human 
right. To interpret the right to 
development as purely an indivi­
dual right is not a balanced view. 
Judging from the world's social 
and economic development pro­
cess, individual development can 
in no way be separated from that 
of states or nations. All develop­
ing countries, including China, 
have had the same experience, 
i.e. there is no point in talking 
about the right to development 
for individuals when their coun-
This is a speech recently made by Zhang 
Yishan, alternative representative of 
the Chinese delegation, at the 47th ses­
sion of the United Nations Commission 
on Human Rights in Geneva. 

Zhang Yishan 

tries are subjected to foreign 
domination and their national 
rights are completely nonexis­
tent. Only when states or na­
tions achieve development, can 
favourable political, economic 
and social conditions be provid­
ed for the development of indivi­
duals. Individual development as 
such would in turn promote and 
facilitate the development of the 
state or nation as a whole. There­
fore, the development of states, 
nations and that of individuals 
are unitary and mutually com­
plementary. Any arbitrary separ­
ation or confrontation between 
the two would hamper the com­
prehensive and correct under­
standing of the right to devel­
opment as well as its implemen­
tation. 

To fully realize the right to 
development, it is also essential 
that we ehminate obstacles exist­
ing in the international commun­
ity which stand in the way of 
national development. There is 
no denying the fact that there 
still exist in today's world var­
ious forms of colonialism, ra­
cism, foreign aggression and oc­
cupation and denial of state 
sovereignty, independence and 
self-determination of peoples. 
All these are obstacles to the 
realization of the right to devel­
opment, and their eradication re­
quires joint efforts on the part of 
the international community to 
establish a new international pol­
itical relationship based upon 
mutual respect, seeking common 
ground while preserving differ­
ences, mutual non-interference 
in each other's internal affairs. 

peaceful coexistence, equality, 
mutual benefits and co-operation 
among states. Only when such a 
new international political order 
is established can our world be­
come better and the right to de­
velopment be realized. 

To fully manifest the right to 
development, we must also esta­
blish a new international econo­
mic order. In today's world, the 
unjust and imbalanced economic 
environment has led to the grow­
ing gap between the North and 
South and ever deepening plight 
of most developing countries in 
their socio-economic develop­
ment. The number of least de­
veloped countries has increased 
from 25 in 1972 to 41 at present. 
In the world market, the scissors 
differential in the exchange rate 
between primary products and 
manufactured goods is increas­
ingly widening. Most developing 
countries are encountering grea­
ter difficulties in their econom­
ies, resulting in a lowered per 
capita income and slowed down 
development. In spite of their 
positive efforts in seeking solu­
tions to these problems and the 
preliminary results achieved so 
far, they have failed to funda­
mentally change their disadvan­
taged position, which is the long-
term result of the irrational in­
ternational economic order. Any 
change in the present situation 
would require the establishment 
of new international political re­
lationships coupled with the im­
provement of the existing in­
ternational economic order, eli­
mination of injustice and ine­
quality in the global economic 
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s t r u c t u r e , i m p r o v e m e n t o f i n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l e c o n o m i c c o n d i t i o n s , 
a n d t h e m i t i g a t i o n a n d e v e n t u a l 
e r a d i c a t i o n o f e l e m e n t s c o n ­
s t r a i n i n g t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f d e ­
v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s . 

T h e r e a l i z a t i o n o f t h e r i g h t t o 
d e v e l o p m e n t i s a l o n g - t e r m a n d 
a r d u o u s t a s k . D i f f i c u l t t o a c c o m ­
p l i s h w i t h t h e e f f o r t s o f h u m a n 
r i g h t s i n s t i t u t i o n s a l o n e , i t r e ­
q u i r e s c o - o r d i n a t e d e f f o r t s o n 
t h e p a r t o f g o v e r n m e n t s , U n i t e d 

N a t i o n s a g e n c i e s a n d a l l q u a r t e r s 
c o n c e r n e d . I t i s w e l l k n o w n t h a t 
t h e w o r l d e c o n o m y i s a n i n t e g r a l 
w h o l e , ' t h a t a l l c o u n t r i e s a r e i n t i ­
m a t e l y r e l a t e d i n t h e i r d e v e l o p ­
m e n t e f f o r t s , t h a t t h e p r o s p e r i ­
t y o f a m i n o r i t y c a n n o t be s u s ­
t a i n e d a t t h e c o s t o f p r o l o n g e d 
u n d e r d e v e l o p m e n t a n d p o v e r t y 
o f t h e m a j o r i t y a n d t h a t t h e a d v ­
a n c e m e n t o f d e v e l o p i n g c o u n ­
t r i e s w o u l d c o n t r i b u t e t o t h e 
w e l l b e i n g o f b o t h d e v e l o p e d a n d 

d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s a l i k e . T h e 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o m m u n i t y s h o u l d 
j o i n i n a u n i t e d e f f o r t t o e f f e c t 
t h e r i g h t t o d e v e l o p m e n t a n d 
c r e a t e c o n d i t i o n s f o r t h e e a r l y 
a c h i e v e m e n t o f t h e o b j e c t i v e s o f 
t h e D e c l a r a t i o n o n t h e R i g h t 
t o D e v e l o p m e n t . C h i n a s t a n d s 
r e a d y t o j o i n t h e r e s t o f t h e i n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l c o m m u n i t y a n d m a k e 
i t s c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e e c o n o m i c 
a n d s o c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t o f m a n ­
k i n d a n d t o t h e r e a l i z a t i o n o f t h e 
n o b l e g o a l s o f t h e d e c l a r a t i o n . • 

Palestine Back in tlie Spotlight 

W t h t h e g u n s i n t h e G u l f 
g o i n g s i l e n t , t h e q u e s t i o n 
o f P a l e s t i n e , t h e h e a r t o f 

t h e c o m p l e x M i d d l e E a s t l a b y ­
r i n t h , h a s o n c e a g a i n b e c o m e t h e 
f o c u s o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l a t t e n t i o n . 

T o t a k e a d v a n t a g e o f w h a t 
s o m e p e o p l e h a v e d e s c r i b e d as 
t h e " h i s t o r i c o p p o r t u n i t y " p r o v ­
i d e d b y t h e e n d o f t h e G u l f w a r , 
m a n y c o u n t r i e s a r e l a u n c h i n g d i ­
p l o m a t i c i n i t i a t i v e s i n a n e f f o r t 
t o b r e a k t h e s t a l e m a t e i n t h e 
M i d e a s t peace p r o c e s s . 

O n M a r c h 3 , i n a n i n e - p o i n t 
p l a n f o r f u t u r e A r a b r e l a t i o n s , 
E g y p t i a n P r e s i d e n t H o s n i M u ­
b a r a k s t r e s s ed t h e n e e d t o s e t t l e 
t h e A r a b - I s r a e l i c o n f l i c t , espe­
c i a l l y t h e P a l e s t i n i a n q u e s t i o n . 

I n a n a d d r e s s t o a j o i n t ses­
s i o n o f C o n g r e s s o n M a r c h 6 , 
U S P r e s i d e n t G e o r g e B u s h s a i d 
c h a l l e n g e s s t i l l l i e a h e a d i n t h e 
M i d d l e E a s t d e s p i t e t h e e n d o f 
t h e w a r . " W e m u s t w o r k t o c r e a t e 
n e w o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r p e a c e a n d 
s t a b i l i t y i n t h e M i d d l e E a s t . . . W e 
m u s t d o a l l t h a t w e c a n t o c l o s e 
t h e g a p b e t w e e n I s r a e l a n d t h e 
A r a b s t a t e s — a n d b e t w e e n I s ­
r a e l i s a n d P a l e s t i n i a n s . . . T h e 

by She Duanzhi 

t i m e h a s c o m e t o p u t a n e n d t o 
A r a b - I s r a e l i c o n f l i c t , " B u s h s a i d . 

H e a d d e d , " A c o m p r e h e n s i v e 
peace m u s t be g r o u n d e d i n U N 
S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l R e s o l u t i o n s 2 4 2 
a n d 3 3 8 a n d t h e p r i n c i p l e o f t e r ­
r i t o r y f o r p e a c e . " T h e t w o r e s o l u ­
t i o n s c a l l f o r t h e I s r a e l i r e t u r n 
o f t h e o c c u p i e d A r a b t e r r i t o r i e s , 
A r a b r e c o g n i t i o n o f I s r a e l a n d 
A r a b - I s r a e l i n e g o t i a t i o n . 

T h e S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l h a s 
m a d e i t c l e a r i n i t s n u m e r o u s 
r e s o l u t i o n s o n t h e M i d d l e E a s t 
t h a t t h e k e y t o r e s o l v i n g t h e 
M i d d l e E a s t i s s u e i s I s r a e l ' s w i t h ­
d r a w a l f r o m t h e A r a b t e r r i t o r i e s 
i t o c c u p i e d s i n c e 1 9 6 7 a n d t h e 
c o n v e n i n g o f a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
c o n f e r e n c e u n d e r t h e a u s p i c e s o f 
t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s . W i t h t h e 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f a l l p a r t i e s c o n ­
c e r n e d , i n c l u d i n g t h e P L O , as 
w e l l as t h e f i v e p e r m a n e n t m e m ­
b e r s o f t h e S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l , t h e 
c o n f e r e n c e w o u l d h e l p t o g u a r ­
a n t e e t h e l e g i t i m a t e r i g h t s o f 
t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e t o s e l f -
d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 

H o w e v e r , n o t o n e o f t h e r e s o ­
l u t i o n s h a s b e e n i m p l e m e n t e d s o 
f a r . F o r 2 3 y e a r s I s r a e l h a s r e ­

f u s e d t o w i t h d r a w f r o m t h e o c c u ­
p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s , i n o p e n d e f i a n c e 
o f t h e S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u ­
t i o n s , a n d h a s n o w c a t e g o r i c a l ­
l y r e j e c t e d t h e p r o p o s e d i n ­
t e r n a t i o n a l c o n f e r e n c e . T h e S e ­
c u r i t y C o u n c i l h a s f a i l e d t o t a k e 
a n y a c t i o n a g a i n s t I s r a e l ' s d e f i ­
a n c e . 

T h e P a l e s t i n e L i b e r a t i o n O r ­
g a n i z a t i o n ( P L O ) , i n a s t a t e m e n t 
o n M a r c h 7 , w e l c o m e d t h e " p o s ­
i t i v e e l e m e n t s " i n B u s h ' s s p e e c h 
— t h a t t h e q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e 
m u s t b e a d d r e s s e d o n t h e bas i s o f 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s R e s o l u t i o n s 2 4 2 
a n d 3 3 8 . 

I n a s u m m i t m e e t i n g o n 
M a r c h 8, f o r e i g n m i n i s t e r s o f 
e i g h t A r a b n a t i o n s — E g y p t , 
S y r i a , S a u d i A r a b i a , K u w a i t , 
O m a n , Q a t a r , B a h r a i n a n d t h e 
U n i t e d A r a b E m i r a t e s — i s ­
s u e d t h e D a m a s c u s D e c l a r a t i o n , 
w h i c h p o i n t e d o u t , " T h e f o r e ­
m o s t c h a l l e n g e t o p e a c e i n t h e 
A r a b r e g i o n c o m e s f r o m t h e 
c o n t i n u e d I s r a e l i o c c u p a t i o n o f 
A r a b t e r r i t o r i e s . " T h e e i g h t n a ­
t i o n s w e l c o m e d B u s h ' s p e a c e 
p l a n a n d v o w e d t h e i r c o n t i n u e d 
e f f o r t s t o s e e k a j u s t a n d l a s t i n g 
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s o l u t i o n t o t h e M i d d l e E a s t c o n -
nict. 

T h e f i v e N o r t h A f r i c a n M a g h ­
r e b c o u n t r i e s — L i b y a , A l g e r i a , 
M a u r i t a n i a , T u n i s i a a n d M o r o c ­
c o — a l s o h e l d a s u m m i t m e e t i n g 
i n t h e L i b y a n t o w n o f R a s L a n u f 
o n M a r c h 1 0 , a t w h i c h t h e y c o n ­
d e m n e d a n y a t t e m p t t o u n d e r ­
m i n e t h e P L O , s a y i n g t h e P L O i s 
t h e so l e l e g i t i m a t e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s . 

U S S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e J a m e s 
B a k e r , i n a f r e s h d i p l o m a t i c e n ­
d e a v o u r , s h u t t l e d b e t w e e n I s r a e l , 
E g y p t , S a u d i A r a b i a , K u w a i t 
a n d S y r i a i n t h e f i r s t h a l f o f 
M a r c h . W h i l e i n I s r a e l , h e h e l d 
s e p a r a t e t a l k s w i t h b o t h I s r a e l i 
o f f i c i a l s a n d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f 
P a l e s t i n i a n s l i v i n g o n o c c u p i e d 
l a n d s . I s r a e l , h o w e v e r , r e m a i n e d 
as i n t r a n s i g e n t as e v e r . 

C a n a d i a n S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e 
f o r E x t e r n a l A f f a i r s J o e C l a r k 
a n d t h r e e f o r e i g n m i n i s t e r s o f 
t h e E u r o p e a n C o m m u n i t y a l s o 
t o u r e d t h e r e g i o n i n e a r l y M a r c h 
t o p r o b e t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f s e t t l i n g 
t h e A r a b - I s r a e l i c o n f l i c t , w h i l e 
F r a n c e a n d t h e S o v i e t U n i o n 

h a v e v o i c e d t h e i r a p p r o v a l f o r 
t h e c o n v o c a t i o n o f a n i n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l M i d d l e E a s t p e a c e c o n f e r ­
e n c e . 

I n a n i n t e r v i e w w i t h t h e 
F r e n c h n e w s p a p e r Le Monde, 
F r e n c h F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r R o l a n d 
D u m a s s a i d a j u s t a n d i m m e d i a t e 
s o l u t i o n t o t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p r o b ­
l e m m u s t b e f o u n d t o p r e v e n t 
f r e s h c o n f l i c t s f r o m a r i s i n g i n 
t h e M i d d l e E a s t . T h e F r e n c h f o r ­
e i g n m i n i s t e r i n d i c a t e d t h a t h e 
w o u l d m e e t w i t h P L O C h a i r m a n 
Y a s s e r A r a f a t i n P a r i s b e c a u s e 
t h e P L O i s t h e s o l e l e g i t i m a t e 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f P a l e s t i n e . I t i s 
s u b j e c t i v e a n d u n r e a l i s t i c t o r e ­
f u s e t o r e c o g n i z e t h e P L O , D u ­
m a s p o i n t e d o u t . H e w e n t o n t o 
s a y t h a t F r a n c e c a r e s n o t o n l y 
a b o u t t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s ' r i g h t t o 
e s t a b l i s h t h e i r o w n s t a t e b u t a l s o 
a b o u t I s r a e l ' s s e c u r i t y . T h e s e a r e 
t w o c l o s e l y l i n k e d i s s u e s , h e s t a t ­
e d , a n d F r a n c e h a s s t e a d f a s t l y 
m a i n t a i n e d t h a t t h e c o n v e n i n g 
o f a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l M i d d l e E a s t 
c o n f e r e n c e i s t h e bes t m e t h o d t o 
r e s o l v e t h e M i d d l e E a s t i s s u e . 

• P e o p l e a r e w a i t i n g t o see w h a t 

a c t i o n s t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s w i l l 
t a k e t o c o p e w i t h I s r a e l ' s s t u b ­
b o r n n e s s . T h e y h o p e W a s h i n g t o n 
w i l l c o - o p e r a t e w i t h t h e S e c u r i t y 
C o u n c i l t o d e m o n s t r a t e t h e s a m e 
d e t e r m i n a t i o n a n d m a i n t a i n t h e 
s a m e s t a n d a r d s a n d pace as i t 
u r g e d t h e c o u n c i l t o d o w h e n 
d e a l i n g w i t h t h e G u l f c r i s i s . 

Z i m b a b w e a n A m b a s s a d o r t o 
t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s S. S. M u m -
b e n g e g w i t o l d t h e S e c u r i t y C o u n ­
c i l o n M a r c h 9 t h a t h i s t o r y w i l l 
c o m m e n d t h e c o u n c i l ' s a c t i o n s i n 
t a k i n g f o u r d a y s t o i m p o s e e c o ­
n o m i c s a n c t i o n s a n d f i v e m o n t h s 
t o t a k e m i l i t a r y m e a s u r e s a g a i n s t 
I r a q w h e n i t i n v a d e d a n d o c c u ­
p i e d K u w a i t , " b u t h i s t o r y w i l l 
n o t f o r g i v e t h e c o u n c i l f o r r e n e g ­
i n g o n i t s r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i n o t h e r 
cases o f o c c u p a t i o n i n t h e s a m e 
r e g i o n . " 

S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l o f t h e U n i t ­
e d N a t i o n s J a v i e r P e r e z d e C u e l -
l a r s a i d o n M a r c h 9 t h a t t h e 
w o r l d b o d y s h o u l d be r e s p o n s i b l e 
f o r a r r a n g i n g peace i n t h e M i d ­
d l e E a s t a n d t h a t a l l c o u n t r i e s 
h a v e t h e r i g h t t o v o i c e t h e i r o p i ­
n i o n o n t h e i s s u e . • 

The United Nations Security Council votes to end the hostilities in the Gulf: Can the world body play as vital a role in resolving 
the Middle East conflict as it did in driving Iraqi troops out of Kuwait? GAO X U E Y U 
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Developing Countries Face Economic Woes 
by Wu Ninggeng 

In the 1960s and 1970s, developing countries maintained an average economic 
growth rate of 5 percent, higher than the level of Western countries. However, 
they have been confronted with severe economic situations since the 1980s. 

Long-standing economic dif­
ficulties have been experi­
enced by many developing 

countries. According to United 
Nations data, from 1981 to 1989 
the average annual growth rate 
of developing countries, based on 
fixed 1980 values, was only 3.1 
percent. If the 9 percent growth 
rate of China is not included, the 
growth rate was less than 2.4 per­
cent, lower than previous lev­
els and than developed coun­
tries (2.8 percent). Except for 
the Southeast Asian and South 

•Asian regions, which maintained 
an average growth rate of 5.6 
percent, other countries made al­
most no progress in the 1980s. 
Thus the World Bank called the 
past ten years the "losing de­
cade" for developing countries. 

Last year, the economic 
growth rate of the developing 
countries was a mere 2.2 percent, 
lower than the rate of population 
increase. In Southeast Asia and 
South Asia, the growth rate had 
dropped to about 5 percent, and 
Latin America, the worst off, 
witnessed a negative 0.4 percent 
growth rate. 

Troubles at Home 

Current ailing economies have 
resulted from various crises. In 
addition to economic stagnation, 
many developing countries are 
seeing worsening financial situa­
tions. According to the Interna­
tional Monetary Fund, deficits 
in many countries valued 8 per­

cent of the gross domestic prod­
uct in 1989, compared with 3.8 
percent in 1981. Meanwhile, in­
flation had climj)ed out of con­
trol. The situation continues to 
worsen, with the total debt of 
developing countries surpassing 
US$1,300 bi l l ion. The Lat in 
American region alone accounts 
for one third o f the total for­
eign debt of developing coun­
tries. Clearly, the heavy debt 
burden has weakened the foun­
dation of these countries' econo­
mic growth. 

Moreover, the unemployment 
rate in those countries has in­
creased, leading to a drop in citi­
zens' real income. In 1989, per-
capita income in 57 developing 
countries was lower than in 1980, 
Turkish tourism affected by the Gulf war: 
in downtown Istanbul. 

dropping a striking 35 percent in 
19 countries. This provoked so­
cial disturbances and sharpened 
Social contradictions in many 
countries in the 1980s. 

The economic difficulties of 
developing countries, unlike de­
veloped countries, are not trig­
gered by production and capi­
tal surplus, but by shortage. In 
many countries, most productive 
sectors, especially agr icul ture 
and food production, have been 
at a standstill. 

With their weak economic bas­
es, developing countries have 
long been embarrassed by the 
question of funding. Since the 
1980s, domestic investment in 
many nations dropped greatly 
due to money shortages caused 

: The desolate Hotel Hilton International 
IVASG IIYU 
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I N T E R N A T I O N A L 

b y f a l l i n g e x p o r t s a n d t h e f l o w 
o f c a p i t a l b a c k t o W e s t e r n c o u n ­
t r i e s . T h e d o m e s t i c i n v e s t m e n t 
r a t e o f d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s d e ­
c r e a s e d f r o m 2 6 . 6 p e r c e n t i n 
1 9 8 0 t o 2 2 . 7 p e r c e n t i n 1 9 8 9 : 
M i d d l e E a s t f r o m 2 5 . 9 p e r c e n t t o 
1 7 p e r c e n t , A f r i c a f r o m 2 5 . 7 p e r ­
c e n t t o 1 9 . 3 p e r c e n t , L a t i n A m e r ­
i c a f r o m 2 3 . 4 p e r c e n t t o 1 8 . 2 p e r ­
c e n t . O n l y t h e S o u t h e a s t A s i a n 
a n d S o u t h A s i a n c o u n t r i e s m a i n ­
t a i n e d t h e i r p r e v i o u s l e v e l s . 

L a c k o f e x p e r i e n c e h a s c o n t r i ­
b u t e d t o d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s ' 
e c o n o m i c p r o b l e m s . F o r e x a m ­
p l e , t h e p u r s u i t o f m a s s i v e i n ­
v e s t m e n t a n d h i g h - s p e e d g r o w t h 
h a s l e d t o b i a s e d n a t i o n a l e c o n ­
o m i e s . S o m e c o u n t r i e s e x c e s s i v e ­
l y s t r e s s e d e c o n o m i c i n d e p e n d ­
e n c e a n d d o m e s t i c d e v e l o p m e n t 
w h i l e n e g a t i n g r e l a t i o n s w i t h t h e 
g l o b a l m a r k e t . Y e t o t h e r c o u n ­
t r i e s o v e r l o o k e d d o m e s t i c i n ­
d u s t r i a l r e o r g a n i z a t i o n a n d s e l f -
r e l i a n c e w h i l e f o c u s i n g o n f o r ­
e i g n e c o n o m i c t i e s . M a n y d e v e l ­
o p i n g n a t i o n s h a v e s t r e n g t h e n e d 
t h e s t a t e ' s r o l e a s e c o n o m i c i n t e r ­
v e n e r a n d p a r t i c i p a n t , d e v e l o p ­
i n g s t a t e - r u n e c o n o m i e s i n o r d e r 
t o s u p p l e m e n t t h e w e a k p r i v a t e 
c a p i t a l b a s e . H o w e v e r , t h e y o f t e n 
t e n d t o o v e r l o o k t h e r o l e s o f p r i ­

v a t e e c o n o m y a n d m a r k e t m e ­
c h a n i s m . 

O u t s i d e F a c t o r s 

O u t s i d e f a c t o r s h a v e a g g r a v a t ­
e d t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s o f t h i r d w o r l d 
c o u n t r i e s . U n f a i r i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
e c o n o m i c r e l a t i o n s a n d t h e e c o ­
n o m i c p o l i c i e s o f W e s t e r n c o u n ­
t r i e s h a v e p l a y e d a k e y r o l e i n 
t h e c u r r e n t p r o b l e m s f a c i n g d e ­
v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s . S i n c e t h e 
1 9 8 0 s , t h e m a i n a s p e c t s o f t h i s 
a r e a s f o l l o w s : 

1 . T h e e c o n o m i c r e a d j u s t m e n t 
a n d s l o w d o w n o f e c o n o m i c 
g r o w t h i n W e s t e r n c o u n t r i e s 
f u r t h e r c u t t h e d e m a n d f o r p r i ­
m a r y p r o d u c t s , w h o s e p r i c e s 
h a v e f a l l e n t o t h e i r l o w e s t l e v e l s 
d u r i n g t h e p o s t - w a r p e r i o d . O w ­
i n g t o t h e e x p a n d i n g p r i c e g a p 
b e t w e e n f i n i s h e d p r o d u c t s a n d 
p r i m a r y p r o d u c t s i n t h e i n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l m a r k e t a n d t h e i n c r e a s i n g 
t r a d e p r o t e c t i o n i s m c a r r i e d o u t 
b y d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s , m o s t d e ­
v e l o p i n g n a t i o n s ' f o r e i g n t r a d e 
h a s s h r u n k d u r i n g t h e p a s t d e ­
c a d e . 

2 . H i g h i n t e r e s t r a t e s g r e a t l y 
r e d u c e d t h e a m o u n t o f m o n e y 
f l o w i n g i n t o d e v e l o p i n g c o u n ­
t r i e s . A c c o r d i n g t o t h e W o r l d 

Kuwaiti oil wells destroyed in the Gulf war. 

B a n k , t h e a c t u a l i n t e r e s t r a t e i n 
t h e 1 9 8 0 s w a s d o u b l e t h a t o f 
t h e 1 9 6 0 s . D e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s 
h a v e b o r n e t h e b u r d e n o f p r o ­
g r e s s i v e l y h i g h e r i n t e r e s t o n f o r ­
e i g n d e b t s . F r o m 1 9 8 1 t o 1 9 8 9 , 
t h e t o t a l o f t h e c a p i t a l p l u s i n ­
t e r e s t p a i d b a c k r e a c h e d 
U S $ 1 , 2 9 8 b i l l i o n , o u t s t r i p p i n g 
t h e t o t a l f o r e i g n d e b t o f d e v e l ­
o p i n g c o u n t r i e s i n 1 9 8 9 . A t t h e 
s a m e t i m e , i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o m ­
m e r c i a l b a n k s s t o p p e d v o l u n t a r y 
l o a n s t o m a j o r d e b t o r n a t i o n s 
f r o m 1 9 8 3 o n . D u r i n g t h e 1 9 8 0 s , 
W e s t e r n c o u n t r i e s r e d u c e d d i r e c t 
i n v e s t m e n t i n d e v e l o p i n g c o u n ­
t r i e s b y h a l f , a n d t h e i r l i m i t e d 
o f f i c i a l a s s i s t a n c e a n d l o a n s 
a v a i l a b l e w e r e p r o v i d e d u n d e r 
i n c r e a s i n g l y s t r i c t c o n d i t i o n s . 

3 . T h e e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t 
o f d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s h a s b e e n 
a f f e c t e d b y W e s t e r n c o u n t r i e s ' 
t u r b u l e n t e x c h a n g e r a t e s , t h e 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g o f E u r o p e a n a n d 
N o r t h A m e r i c a n e c o n o m i c i n t e ­
g r a t i o n a n d t h e c h a n g e s i n t h e 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l p o l i t i c a l p a t t e r n i n 
r e c e n t y e a r s . 

T h e w a y o u t f o r d e v e l o p i n g 
c o u n t r i e s i s t o i m p r o v e d o m e s t i c 
a n d f o r e i g n c o n d i t i o n s . I n t e r n a l 
r e c t i f i c a t i o n m u s t b e c o m b i n e d 
w i t h t h e i m p r o v e m e n t i n i n t e r ­

n a t i o n a l e c o n o m i c e n ­
v i r o n m e n t a n d p o l i c y 
r e a d j u s t m e n t b y d e ­
v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s . 
A t p r e s e n t , h o w e v ­
e r , W e s t e r n c o u n ­
t r i e s h a v e s t i l l n o t a l ­
t e r e d t h e i r p o s i t i o n s 
o n d e b t r e d u c t i o n o r 
e x e m p t i o n , f u n d i n g , 
t r a d e i n f i n i s h e d 
p r o d u c t s a n d p r i m a r y 
p r o d u c t s a n d t h e l e a s t 
d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s . 
T h e i r s t u b b o r n a t t i ­
t u d e u n d o u b t e d l y 
w i l l c a s t s h a d o w s o v e r 
t h e f u t u r e d e v e l o p ­
m e n t o f d e v e l o p i n g 
c o u n t r i e s . • 

ZHANGXUN 

12 BEIJING REVIEW, .MARCH 25-31, 1991 



CHINA 

'We Won't Change Our Direction' 
A Conversation between President Yang and Salisbury 

by Our Staff Reporter Dong Yuguo 

When Harrison E. 
Salisbury, an 
American 
correspondent and 
author of ''The Long 
March—The Untold 
Story/' was in China 
January 23-30 to 
collect material for a 
new book, he met 
separately with Yang 
Shangkun, president 
of the People's 
Republic, and Yuan 
Mu, spokesman for 
the State Council, 
who briefed him on 
China's Eighth 
Five-Year Plan, its 
Ten-Year 
Programme and 
other matters. The 
minutes of their 
discussions will be 
published in this and 
the next issue of 
Beijing Review. 

Yang: How far along are 
you on your current work? 
S: It's nearly finished except 
for the last two chapters 
about China's future and a 
description of what the coun­
try will be Uke in the year 
2000. My work gives me the 
opportunity to better under­
stand what's in store for 
China in the future by listen­
ing to the views of thpse who 
know China best. 

Mr President, I think 
you're pragmatic and do not 
want to predict future hap­
penings, but I will be very 
grateful if you can give me 
your opinion. 

Most importantly, I want 
to know about the economy, 
because I think the economic 
situation determines policies. 
I've a clear understanding 
of Marxism-Leninism, but 1 
want to hear your views. 
Yang: First, welcome to 
China. 

Your previous work on 
which you spent a lot of ener­
gy writing. The Long March 
— The Untold Story, exerted 
positive influence on China 
because you give a fair and 
objective report on the Red 
Army's Long March. 

I hope your current work 
will soon be completed and, 
like the previous one, give a 
fair and objective reflection 
of reality. 

You've come to China at 
the right time. The Seventh 
Plenary Session of the 13th 

Central Committee of the 
Chinese Communist Party 
has just been held. At the ses­
sion we discussed the Eighth 
Five-Year Plan which begins 
this year and, at the same 
time, took the Ninth Five-
Year Plan into consideration. 
Therefore, the Seventh Plen­
ary Session studied issues as­
sociated with this decade, 
such as economic issues for 
the remaining ten years of the 
20th century. Today, we can 
only look as far as ten years 
into future developments; it 
is hard for us to predict how 
things will stand after this de­
cade. Therefore, I think the 
way we put both the Eighth 
and Ninth Five-Year plans 
together for consideration at 
the session was correct. 

Generally speaking, we'll 
continue to implement the 
policy of reform and opening 
to the outside world. We will 
continue to put into effect the 
blueprint devised by Com­
rade Deng Xiaoping and en­
dorsed at the Third Plenary 
Session of the 11th Party 
Central Committee held in 
December 1978. According to 
the Party document, our first 
task was to get enough food 
and clothing for our people 
and, in the second stage, 
provide them with a comfort­
able life. Now that our first 
task has been fulfilled, we 
must double the gross na­
tional product (GNP) of the 
1980s and become well-off. 
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We will meet the magnificent 
goal set by Comrade Deng 
Xiaoping to quadruple the 
1980 GNP by the end of this 
century. In a word, the Third 
Plenary Session formulated 
the policy of reform and 
opening to the outside world 
as specified by Comrade 
Deng Xiaoping. We need to 
continue the implementation 
of this policy which has re­
mained unchanged # e r the 
past decade. 

Of course, under this poli­
cy, the rate of development 
may fluctuate, sometimes 
high, other times low, and 
there is the possibility of a 
slowdown due to internal and 
external influences within a 
certain period of time. Wha­
tever the case, we'll never 
change the policy of reform 
and opening to the outside 
world. Why do I bother to 
emphasize this point? I do so 
because we encountered some 
difficulties after the "June 4 
incident" in 1989. For a cer­
tain period of time, we need 
to readjust our policies and, 
therefore, our rate of devel­
opment will be slow. Under 
these circumstances, our 
readjustment of some inter­
nal factors will meet consi­
derable external difficulties. 
In the days to which I just 
referred, for example, the re­
sident staff of foreign busi­
nesses in Beijing were, with 
some exceptions, withdrawn. 
Already established foreign 
business relations ground to a 
halt. Not only new projects, 
investment and introduction 
of technology and funds 
could not continue, but old 
ones were suspended. Under 
such circumstances, some for­
eign friends unaware of the 
details of the situation said 

that our open policy had 
slammed shut. They have a 
mistaken impression that our 
policies have changed. Some 
even claim that an end 
had been declared to Deng 
Xiaoping's policies. At the 
time, I told some American 
friends that such speculation 
is inaccurate; China's open 
door is closed from the out­
side, not from the inside. 

Within a year, foreign bus­
iness staff in China all re­
turned and, since their re­
turn, there has been a large 
increase in investments and 
transfer of technology by 
some new businesses. Mo­
reover, loans which were sus­
pended have been restored 
and some countries have lift­
ed and some have loosened 
the economic sanctions which 
they imposed on the Chinese 
government. The current si­
tuation is far better than 
what it was in June 1989. 

Domestically, after the 
"June 4 incident," we read­
justed the national economy, 
overcame many difficulties 
and scored enormous 
achievements. In short, after 
the "June 4 incident," the si­
tuation in China is not as has 
been claimed by some people 
who say that China is fin­
ished because its policy of re­
form and opening to the out­
side world has come to an 
end. As a matter of fact, in 
less than two years since the 
"June 4 incident," we have 
overcome both internal and 
external difficulties. We have 
managed to reach our current 
level of development precise­
ly because we have imple­
mented the policy of reform 
and opening to the outside 
world. In this regard, I think. 
Yuan Mu, spokesman for the 

State Council, will provide 
you with more detailed infor­
mation. 
S: I'm very grateful to you 
for the summary you've made 
of the overall situation in 
China. 

Mr. President, I'm a 
firm believer in Mr. Deng 
Xiaoping's economic develop­
ment plan. I think his plan is 
imbued with an innovative 
spirit and has been very suc­
cessful. It has, however, also 
encountered difficulties in 
some areas and has had 
mixed reviews from different 
people. I wonder whether this 
represents a serious differ­
ence of opinion. 
Yang: Yes, as you've said dif­
ferent people have different 
views. In 1988, there did exist 
inflation, a shortage of consu­
mer goods and problems with 
the sale of grain in rural 
areas. This situation did exist 
in 1988 and still exists even 
today. The point is that we 
need to see whether the dif­
ficulties can be overcome or 
not and whether the govern­
ment has adopted the neces­
sary measures to deal with 
the problem. 
S: I fully agree with you, Mr 
president. I've visited China's 
rural areas and I perhaps give 
an even higher appraisal of 
rural China than you do. 
Yang: Thank you. In 1988, 
problems such as rapid price 
hikes, a high rate of inflation, 
insufficient market commod­
ities and difficulties in the 
rural areas did exist. I suggest 
you go and have a look at the 
markets which have greatly 
expanded. There is a rich 
store of goods in the market 
from among which customers 
can choose the best commod­
ities and so even a sluggish 
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President Yang meets Salisbury. 

m a r k e t h a s e m e r g e d . A l ­
t h o u g h w e a r e n o w n o t c o n ­
f r o n t e d w i t h g r e a t p r o b l e m s , 
d o w e s t i l l h a v e d i f f i c u l t i e s ? 
Y e s . B u t w e w o n ' t c h a n g e o u r 
d i r e c t i o n . 

M r . S a l i s b u r y , y o u ' v e m e n ­
t i o n e d t h e p o s s i b l e p r o b l e m 
o f a c h a n g e i n C h i n a ' s e s t a ­
b l i s h e d g u i d e l i n e s a n d p o l i ­
c ies a f t e r M r . D e n g X i a o p i n g 
passes a w a y . I ' v e n o t i c e d t h a t 
t h i s i s a s u b j e c t o f d i s c u s s i o n 
a b r o a d . I c a n a s s u r e y o u , M r 
S a l i s b u r y , t h a t t h e p o l i c i e s 
a n d l i n e s f o r m u l a t e d b y C o m ­
r a d e D e n g X i a o p i n g a r e c o r ­
r e c t a n d v i a b l e a n d h a v e t a k ­
e n d e e p r o o t i n p e o p l e ' s 
h e a r t s . E v e n w h e n D e n g pass ­
es a w a y i n t h e f u t u r e , t h e l i n e 
o f r e f o r m a n d o p e n i n g t o 
t h e o u t s i d e w o r l d w i l l n o t 
c h a n g e , b u t w i l l i n s t e a d b e 
f u r t h e r d e v e l o p e d a n d i m ­
p r o v e d . I n t e r n a t i o n a l l y , s o m e 
p e o p l e l i k e t o l a b e l C h i n a ' s 
l e a d e r s as c o n s e r v a t i v e s o r r e ­

f o r m i s t s . C h i n e s e l e a d e r s a r e 
i d e o l o g i c a l l y i d e n t i c a l , h o w ­
e v e r , a n d , as f o r d i f f e r e n t o p ­
i n i o n s o n s p e c i f i c i s s u e s , t h a t 
i s a n e n t i r e l y n o r m a l s i t u a ­
t i o n . T h a t C o m r a d e D e n g 
X i a o p i n g ' s l i n e h a s s t o o d f i r m 
d e s p i t e t h e c h a n g e a b l e i n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l s i t u a t i o n h a s p r o v e d 
i t s c o r r e c t n e s s . T h e r e f o r e , t h e 
d i s c u s s i o n b y s o m e p e o p l e 
a b o u t p r o b l e m s w h i c h m a y 
f o l l o w h i s d e m i s e i s f u t i l e , i f 
i t i s n o t o u t o f u l t e r i o r m o ­
t i v e , b e c a u s e t h e b a s i s f o r 
s u c h d i s c u s s i o n i s c o m p l e t e l y 
w r o n g . I f o n e a p p r o a c h e s i s ­
sues o f i m p o r t a n c e t o C h i n a 
i n s u c h a p e r s p e c t i v e , o n e 
s i m p l y c a n n o t c o m e t o a c o r ­
r e c t c o n c l u s i o n . 
S : I a g r e e w i t h y o u r v i e w t h a t 
i t i s i n c o r r e c t t o p e g C h i n e s e 
l e a d e r s as c o n s e r v a t i v e a n d 
r e f o r m i s t . S u c h t h i n k i n g 
s h o w s a l a c k o f k n o w l e d g e 
a b o u t C h i n a a n d i t s l e a d e r s . 
D i f f e r e n c e s o f a p p r o a c h t o i s ­

sues a m o n g l e a d e r s a l s o e x i s t 
a m o n g f o r e i g n e r s a n d so t h e 
a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d p r a c t i c e o f 
a l i g n i n g C h i n e s e l e a d e r s 
a l o n g r i g i d h n e s d i s r e g a r d s 
t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l s i t u a t i o n . I n 
m y o p i n i o n , e v e n w h e n D e n g 
X i a o p i n g p a s s e s a w a y , h i s 
p o l i c i e s w i l l r e m a i n v a l i d . A l ­
t h o u g h s o m e p e o p l e o f t e n 
s p e c u l a t e h o w t h e s u c c e s s o r 
t o a c e r t a i n l e a d e r c o n t i n u e s 
h i s p r e d e c e s s o r ' s p o l i c i e s , I 
h a v e n o d o u b t C h i n a ' s p o l ­
i c i e s w i l l c o n t i n u e . C h i n a ' s 
h i s t o r y t e l l s m e t h a t e v e n a f ­
t e r a l e a d e r passes a w a y h i s 
s u c c e s s o r s , e v e n i f t h e y h a v e 
a d i f f e r e n t u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f 
h i s p o l i c i e s , w i l l c o n t i n u e t o 
f o l l o w t h e m . 
Yang: W e l l , t h a t ' s a l l I w a n t 
t o s a y t o d a y . A s f o r d e t a i l s , 
p l e a s e t a l k w i t h C o m r a d e 
Y u a n M u a n d a s k h i m as 
m a n y q u e s t i o n s as y o u l i k e . • 
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Ngapoi Ngawang Jigme on Tibetan Issues 

This year marks the 40th an­
niversary of the peaceful 
l iberation of Tibet. Re­

quested by some Chinese and 
foreign reporters, Ngapoi Nga­
wang Jigme, vice-chairman of 
the Standing Committee of the 
National People's Congress, gave 
a press conference and answered 
questions relating to Tibet at the 
Great Hall of the People in Bei­
jing on March 12. 

Peace Agreement 
When a reporter asked about 

the Agreement on the Measures 
for the Peaceful Liberation of Ti­
bet, signed by the Central Peo­
ple's Government and the local 
government of Tibet in 1951, 
Ngapoi Ngawang Jigme, now 
close to 80 years old, recounted 
that he was working as the gov­
ernor of Chamdo when the city 
was liberated in October 1950. 
He saw with his own eyes the 
deeds of the People's Liberation 
Army which were in contrast to 
rumours. With a clear under­
standing of the central govern­
ment's policies, he twice wrote to 
the Dalai Lama, suggesting he 
send a delegation to negotiate 
with the central government. At 
that time, some patriotic mem­
bers of the upper strata in Lhasa 
also encouraged representatives 
to be sent to negotiate with the 
central government so that a war 
could be avoided. 

"The appointment of represen­
tatives for peace talks was per­
sonally decided upon by the Da­
lai Lama," Ngapoi said. The Da­
lai Lama appointed him the chief 
delegate with full powers of the 
Tibetan local government and 
dispatched Thupten Lekmuun 

by Our Staff Reporter Jing Wei 

XU XIANulLI\ 
Ngapoi Ngawang Jigme at the press 
conference. 
and Samposey Tenzin Thundup, 
also in Lhasa, to join Ngapoi in 
Chamdo so that they could go 
to Beijing together. At the same 
lime, the Dalai Lama sent Khe-
mey Sonam Wandi and Thupten 
Thanthar, two personal represen­
tatives of the Dalai Lama, to Bei­
jing from Yadong by way of 
India and Hong Kong. After 
meeting in Beijing, the five re­
presentatives started negotiating 
with Li Weihan (chief delegate), 
Zhang Jingwu, Zhang Guohua 
and Sun Z h i y u a n ~ t h e four re­
presentatives appointed by the 
Central People's Government . 
The negotiation was held in a 
friendly and consultative atmos­
phere and in no way any opinion 
was imposed upon the local gov­
ernment of Tibet. It goes without 
saying, Ngapoi said, that in the 
course of talks they had diver­
gent views on some issues. How­
ever, after a frank consultation, 
they reached a consensus and 
concluded the agreement. 

Ngapoi noted that it was the 
Dalai Lama who personally ap­

pointed all five delegates of the 
former Tibetan local government 
to negotiate with the central 
government and afterwards ap­
proved the agreement . After 
their return to Lhasa, the local 
government of Tibet immediate­
ly convened a meeting attended 
by local officials. With regard to 
the process and content of sign­
ing the agreement, the pelnipo-
tentiaries reported on their nego­
tiations to the gathering. After 
earnest discussions, these offi­
cials unanimously supported the 
agreement. On October 24, 1951, 
Ngapoi said, the Dalai Lama sent 
a telegram to the Central Peo­
ple's Government and Chairman 
Mao Zedong, which said. "On 
the basis of friendship, delegates 
on both sides concluded the 
Agreement of the Central Peo­
ple's Government and the Local 
government of Tibet on Mea­
sures for the Peaceful Liberation 
of Tibet on May 23, 1951. The 
Tibetan local government as well 
as the ecclesiastics and secular 
people unanimously support this 
agreement...." The original copy 
of the telegram is now kept in the 
state archives.' 

The vice-chairman described 
as a fabrication the allegation 
that the agreement bears a false 
seal of the Tibetan local govern­
ment. The seals on the agreement 
were the personal seals of the 
representatives which, together 
with their names, were written in 
Tibetan. The original copy of the 
agreement will soon be on dis­
play at the Nationality Cultural 
Palace in Beijing. People will 
clearly see that there was no seal 
of the local government of Tibet 
on the agreement. 

Ngapoi also told the press that 
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he had some contacts with the 
Dalai Lama after 1980 and that 
the two once wrote to each other. 
In his letter, Ngapoi Ngawang 
Jigme urged the Dalai Lama to 
stop activities for "Tibetan inde­
pendence" and to hold negotia­
tions with the central govern­
ment, which, he said, are in the 
interests of the Tibetan people. 

4 0 Y e a r s o f C h a n g e s 

When asked what changes 
have taken place in Tibet over 
the past 40 years, Ngapoi Nga­
wang Jigme said that guided by 
the Communist Party's national 
policies and the Agreement on 
the Measures for the Peaceful 
Liberation of Tibet and through 
the efforts of the people of all 
nationalities in Tibet, there had 
been profound changes in the re­
gion. He said that world-
acknowledged achievements 
have been accomplished in all 
fields over the past four decades. 

"With the implementation of 
the democratic reform and the 
overthrow of the feudal serfdom 
system," Jigme said, "the 1 mil­
lion Tibetan serfs who had no 
political right became the mas­
ters of society and the country. 
Tibet now has regional national 
autonomy and people's congress 
systems. "Today, the majority of 
the deputies to the people's con­
gresses at all levels in Tibet are 
farmers, herdsmen, workers and 
intellectuals," he noted. 

Ngapoi introduced to the press 
Tibet's economic achievements 
with a host of data and materials. 
In the past, he said, Tibet only 
had a few handicraft industries. 
Today, it boasts 260 small and 
medium-sized industrial enter­
prises, and agriculture and lives­
tock breeding—the backbone of 
Tibet 's economy—have devel­
oped apace. The region's grain 
output rose from 150 million kg 
in 1959 before the democratic re­
form to 550 million kg in 1990. 

The number of livestock on hand 
increased by more than 100 per­
cent, reaching 22.8 million head 
in 1990. The income of Tibetan 
peasants and herdsmen was piti­
fully low in the past. In 1990, 
however, the per-capita income 
of the region's farmers and 
herdsmen averaged 430 yuan. 

According to Ngapoi, Tibet's 
culture, education, medical ser­
vice, science and technology 
have also developed rapidly . 
Traditional culture and medicine 
have been passed on and de­
veloped. Tibetan hospitals have 
been established in all par ts 
of the autonomous region, and 
many county hospitals have esta­
blished departments of Tibetan 
medicine. In the past, each coun­
ty had only three or four private 
Tibetan doctors. The number of 
Tibetan medical workers in the 
region now tops 1,500. In a word, 
Ngapo i said, after 40 years 
of efforts, tremendous changes 
have taken place in poverty-

J o u r n a l i s t s f r o m v a r i o u s c o u n t r i e s a t t h e p r e s s c o n f e r e n c e . x u xiAhJGjUN 
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XIXHUA 
Upper. Representatives of the Central People's Government (from right to left) L i 
Weihan, Zhang Jingwu, Zhang Guohua and Sun Zhiyuan sign the Agreement on the 
Measures for the Peaceful Liberation of Tibet. Bottom: Representatives of the 
Tibetan local government (from right to left): Ngapoi Ngawang Jigme, Khemey 
Sonam Wangdi, Thupten Tenthar, Thupten Lekmuun and Samposey Tensin Thundup 
sign the Agreement. 

S t r i c k e n , b a c k w a r d T i b e t , 
c h a n g e s w h i c h a r e t h e r e f o r a l l t o 
see . 

' S o u l B o y ' S c o u t i n g 

R e s p o n d i n g t o t h e q u e s t i o n 
a b o u t t h e s e a r c h f o r t h e " s o u l 
b o y " i n c a r n a t e o f t h e T e n t h 
B a i n q e n L a m a , N g a p o i s a i d t h a t 
a s e t o f r e l i g i o u s t r a d i t i o n a l r i t e s 
h a v e b e e n f o r m e d f o r t h e s e a r c h 
o f t h e " s o u l b o y " i n c a r n a t e s i n c e 
t h e d e a t h o f t h e F i f t h D a l a i 
L a m a a n d t h e F o u r t h B a i n q e n 
L a m a . F i r s t , s e a r c h e r s a r e s e n t t o 
o b s e r v e t h e i n v e r t e d r e f l e c t i o n i n 
t h e H o l y L a k e i n J i a c h a C o u n t y , 
S h a n n a n P r e f e c t u r e . A f t e r t h e 
l o c a t i o n a n d t i m e o f t h e b i r t h o f 
t h e " s o u l b o y " a r e a s s e s s e d a c ­
c o r d i n g t o t h e i n v e r t e d r e f l e c t i o n 
i n t h e w a t e r , t h e s e a r c h e r s w i l l 
b e g i n t o l o o k f o r t h e c a n d i d a t e s . 

I f o n l y o n e c a n d i d a t e i s f o u n d , 
t h e r e w i l l n o t b e a n y d i s a g r e e ­
m e n t . I f m o r e t h a n o n e c a n d i ­
d a t e i s f o u n d , a s e l e c t i o n w i l l 
b e m a d e f r o m a m o n g t h e c a n d i ­
d a t e s . D u r i n g t h e r e i g n o f t h e 
T e n t h D a l a i L a m a , t h e c e n t r a l 
g o v e r n m e n t o f t h e Q i n g D y n a s t y 
m a d e i t a r u l e t h a t t h e " s o u l b o y " 
w a s t o b e c h o s e n b y d r a w i n g l o t s 
f r o m a g o l d e n u r n . A c c o r d i n g t o 
t h i s m e t h o d , t h e n a m e s o f t h e 
c a n d i d a t e s w i l l b e w r i t t e n o n i v o ­
r y s l i p s w h i c h w i l l b e p u t i n t o 
a g o l d e n u r n . L o t s w i l l t h e n b e 
d r a w n , a n d t h e c a n d i d a t e w h o s e 
n a m e i s o n t h e l u c k y s l i p w i l l 
b e c o m e t h e " s o u l b o y . " W i t h t h e 
a p p r o v a l o f t h e c e n t r a l g o v e r n ­
m e n t , h e w i l l b e o f f i c i a l l y i n ­
s t a l l e d a s t h e s u c c e s s o r t o t h e D a ­
l a i L a m a o r B a i n q e n L a m a . 

N g a p o i s a i d t h a t t h i s t i m e 
s e a r c h e r s w i l l b e s e n t e v e r y w h e r e 

t o l o o k f o r t h e " s o u l b o y " i n 
p l a c e s w i t h i n t h e t e r r i t o r y o f 
C h i n a . I t i s i m p o s s i b l e t o s e n d 
s e a r c h e r s a b r o a d . C u r r e n t l y , t h e 
s e a r c h f o r t h e " s o u l b o y " i n c a r ­
n a t e o f t h e T e n t h B a i n q e n i s 
m a n a g e d b y t h e Z h a x i L h u n b o 
M o n a s t e r y , t h e h o s t m o n a s t e r y 
o f t h e B a i n q e n L a m a . 

R e l i g i o u s F r e e d o m 

W h i l e a n s w e r i n g q u e s t i o n s 
a b o u t r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f , V i c e -
C h a i r m a n N g a p o i n o t e d t h a t t h e 
C o m m u n i s t s d o n o t b e l i e v e i n r e ­
l i g i o n b u t t h a t t h e C h i n e s e C o m ­
m u n i s t P a r t y d o e s a d h e r e t o a 
p o l i c y o f f r e e d o m o f r e l i g i o u s b e ­
l i e f . T h e p e o p l e h a v e t h e f r e e ­
d o m t o b e l i e v e i n r e l i g i o n a n d 
a l s o t h e f r e e d o m n o t t o b e l i e v e i n 
r e l i g i o n . T i b e t u s e d t o p r a c t i s e 
t h e s y s t e m i n w h i c h p o l i t i c s w a s 
i n t e g r a t e d w i t h r e l i g i o n . U n d e r 
t h i s s y s t e m , t h e m a s s e s o f T i b e ­
t a n s w e r e c r u e l l y o p p r e s s e d a n d 
e x p l o i t e d b y r e l i g i o u s f o r c e s . 
T h i s s y s t e m e v i d e n t l y h a d t o b e 
a b o l i s h e d . T o d a t e , t h e T i b e t a n 
p e o p l e e n j o y f u l l f r e e d o m o f r e ­
l i g i o u s b e l i e f , a f r e e d o m p r o t e c t ­
e d b y t h e l a w a n d f r e e f r o m a n y 
i n t e r f e r e n c e . B u t , N g a p o i n o t e d , 
r e l i g i o n i s n o t p e r m i t t e d t o c a r r y 
o u t c r i m i n a l a c t i v i t i e s o r p l o t t o 
s p l i t t h e m o t h e r l a n d . T h e s e a c ­
t i v i t i e s w i l l b e p u n i s h e d a c c o r d ­
i n g t o t h e l a w , a s t h e y a r e 
q u e s t i o n s i r r e l e v a n t t o r e l i g i o u s 
b e l i e L 

P u b l i c M o o d 

N g a p o i s a i d m o r e t h a n 9 5 p e r ­
c e n t o f t h e T i b e t a n f a r m e r s a n d 
h e r d s m e n s u p p o r t s o c i a l i s m a n d 
a r e s a t i s f i e d w i t h t h e i r l i v e s . 
T h e y a r e e x c e p t i o n a l l y p l e a s e d 
w i t h t h e g o v e r n m e n t p o l i c i e s 
a d o p t e d i n 1 9 8 0 w h i c h a l l o w 
f a r m e r s t o u s e t h e l a n d t h e y t i l l , 
h e r d s m e n t o o w n t h e l i v e s t o c k 
t h e y r a i s e , a n d e x e m p t f a r m e r s 
a n d h e r d s m e n f r o m a l l t a x e s . • 
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Tours Keep Deputies Well-informed 
by Our Staff Reporter Wu Naitao 

K e e p i n g i n t o u c h w i t h t h e i r c o n s t i t u e n t s is a n i m p o r t a n t a c t i v i t y o f t h e 
d e p u t i e s t o t h e N a t i o n a l P e o p l e ' s C o n g r e s s ( N P C ) . G r a s s - r o o t i n s p e c t i o n 
t o u r s h e l p t h e m k e e p a b r e a s t o f c u r r e n t d e v e l o p m e n t s a n d d o t h e i r j o b 
m o r e e f f e c t i v e l y . 

D irector Wu Zongjiang was 
pleased to learn that N P C 
deputies were coming to 

inspect his Beijing Heavy 
Machine-Building Plant. More 
than 30 years old and with over 
7,500 employees, the plant is one 
of China's eight largest heavy 
machine-building enterprises. In 
recent year, however, the slug­
gish market and a shortage of 
funds have resulted in under-
capacity operation and losses for 
the plant. Wu believed the visit 
by the NPC deputies was a rare 
opportunity for him to make 
known the current problems fac­
ing the plant and to offer sugges­
tions on economic policies. He 
hoped they would make some 
motions to bring about policy 
changes beneficial to the plant. 

Almost every unit that re­
ceives deputies on inspection 
tour cherishes the same hope as 
Director Wu. 

On their part, the deputies ex­
amine matters very closely when 
they visit the grass-root units. 
They go to factories, countryside 
or schools to see a site with their 
own eyes and thus learn of mat­
ters which might never come to 
their attention. The knowledge 
they gain helps them better fulfil 
their legislative responsibilities. 

Multiple Forms 
The grass-roots' inspections by 

the N P C deputies are generally 
arranged before NPC sessions so 
that they can familiarize them­
selves with the issues which come 

LAO JKGPIMG 
NPC deputies discuss improvements as tliey inspect the Beijing Heavy Macliine-
Building Plant. 

up for discussion or approval by 
the National People's Congress. 

The NPC deputies generally 
visit places in their own locali­
ties. Some Beijing deputies, for 
example, made a ten-day inspec­
tion tour in the capital from Jan­
uary 24 to February 2 this year. 

The inspection tours are done 
either collectively or individual­
ly. A voluntary undertaking, 
more than 160 of the 300 or so 
NPC deputies from Beijing par­
ticipated in a recent collective 
inspection activity in the city. 
Among the 160 deputies, 29 were 
members of the N P C Standing 
Committee. Other deputies trav­
elled back to the electoral district 
in which their unit is located. 

To provide informat ion on 
specific areas to the deputies, 
relevant State Council depart­

ments and the Beijing municipal 
government each issued a work 
report. The reports included a 
discussion of the implementation 
of the Law of the People's Re­
public of China Governing Ad­
ministrative Procedure by Ma 
Yuan, vice-president of the Su­
preme People's Court; China's 
population growth and family 
planning by Peng Peiyun, minis­
ter in charge of the State Family 
Planning Commission; the cor­
rection of malpractice in rail­
way departments by the 
Railway Minister Li Senmao; 
the implementation of tiie na­
tional economic and social devel­
opment programme in 1990 by 
Beijing Vice-Mayor Zhang Jian-
min; strengthening honest and 
clean government construction 
and correcting unhealthy work 
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styles by Lu Yudong, director of 
the Beijing Supervisory Bureau; 
and the situation in the tourist 
industry by Bo Xicheng, director 
of the Beijing Travel Service. 

In addition, the deputies divid­
ed themselves into groups to in­
spect- approximately 30 grass-
root units, including factories, 
township enterprises and tourist 
hotels. They inspected both los­
ing and profit-making enterpris­
es and, in the tourist field, both 
state-run and joint venture ho­
tels. 

Usually, a leader of the in­
spected units will make a report 
and provide deputies with brief 
written materials. Some other 
units, because of the limited time 
and in order to allow the depu­
ties to clearly understand the 
issues they consider important, 
prepare a special package of ma­
terial. For instance, when depu­
ties encountered the issue of free 
medical care during their inspec­
tion of the Beijing Tiantan Hos­
pital, the Beijing health depart­
ment provided them with more 
than 70 pages of material on "the 
history and current situation of 
medical fees in Beijing," "the re­
form of the medical service sys­
tem in Beijing," as well as a 
report on the reform of free 
medical care in the city. 

D i r e c t T a l k s 
In previous years, inspections 

stressed both reports from unit 
leaders and on-site visits. This 
year, however, the deputies held 
extensive discussions as well, 
with unit leaders and ordinary 
people at the grass-roots and so­
liciting opinions from the mass­
es. For example, the deputies vis­
ited some farmers to learn first 
hand their opinions and needs. 
When the inspection was over, 
they in turn reported to the 
heads of the Beijing municipal 
government and the Party com­
mittee and put forward their op­
inions and suggestions. 

After listening to the recent 
repor t by M a Yuan , vice-
president of the Supreme Peo­
ple's Court, the deputies univ­
ersally acknowledged that the 
court had done a great deal of 
work in the short three months 
following the implementation of 
the Law of the People's Republic 
of China Governing the Admin­
istrative Procedure. They also 
made criticisms and suggestions 
concerning the existing prob­
lems. Deputy Deng Jiatai, mem­
ber of the N P C Standing Com­
mit tee , said that after the 
Administrative Procedure Law 
came into effect the number of 

cases received by the court in­
creased considerably. Many cas­
es, however, were mistakenly ap­
pealed because publicity about 
the new law did not explain in 
sufficient detail the purpose of 
the law and the issues to which it 
was addressed. Deputy Xie Tieli, 
a well-known film director, sug­
gested that some current or re­
tired cadres undertake a public 
information campaign about the 
law. The difficulties and issues in 
implementing the law were also 
pointed out by many deputies 
who called for improving the 
quality of enforcement person­
nel. 

After Zhang Jianmin, vice-
mayor of Beijing, made his re­
port, a variety of opinion was 
expressed by the deputies who 
themselves are Beijing residents. 
Many of them expressed satis­
faction with the work of Beijing 
municipality, and in particular, 
spoke highly of the work done by 
the city in holding the success­
ful 11th Asian Games last year. 
They also appraised the city's 
achievements last year in indus­
try, agriculture and other fields. 
Deputy Yang Keng, member of 
the N P C Standing Committee, 
noted that the recent rapid con­
struction had given the city a 
much needed facelift but that 
there were still many danger­
ous, old buildings needing reno­
vation. He suggested that atten­
tion be given to the older units 
and that the city's scale of new 
construction be reduced. He ad­
ded that the necessary facilities 
such as water, electricity, gas, 
commercial network and so on 
should be built in new residential 
areas. Deputy Luo Yifeng, senior 
engineer of the Beijing Synthetic 
Fibre Experimental Plant, point­
ed out that some enterprises were 
inefficient and suffered serious 
losses because of excessive im­
ports. He gave as an example a 
chemical plant which imported a 
plastic packing production line 
worth 60 million yuan several 

Workers of the Beijing No. 1 Construction Co. prepare to construct a new building 
following the demolition of the old houses in the Western District. YANG LIMING 
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y e a r s a g o . I n s t e a d o f m a k i n g a 
p r o f i t , i t b e c a m e a f i n a n c i a l b u r ­
d e n . H e i n s i s t e d t h a t e n t e r p r i s e s 
s h o u l d c o n d u c t f e a s i b i l i t y s t u ­
d i e s b e f o r e p u r c h a s i n g i m p o r t s 
f o r a n y p r o j e c t i n t h e f u t u r e . I n 
r e s p o n s e t o t h e m a n y q u e s t i o n s 
a n d s u g g e s t i o n s r a i s e d b y t h e d e ­
p u t i e s , V i c e - M a y o r Z h a n g t r i e d 
h i s b e s t t o a n s w e r t h e m o r e x ­
p l a i n t h e s i t u a t i o n i n d e t a i l . 
S o m e d e p u t i e s a s k e d f o r t h e d a t a 

i t y i n t h e l o c a l a r e a , h o p i n g t h a t 
t h e d e p a r t m e n t c o n c e r n e d w o u l d 
b u i l d a t h e r m o - p o w e r p l a n t t o 
m e e t t h e i r n e e d s . 

T h e d e p u t i e s i n t h e i r t a l k s 
w i t h B e i j i n g m u n i c i p a l o f f i c i a l s 
w e r e c o n f r o n t e d w i t h n o t o n l y 
i m m e d i a t e p r o b l e m s b u t w i t h a n 
a r r a y o f r e l a t e d c o n c e r n s e x ­
p r e s s e d b y t h e i r c o n s t i t u e n t s . D e ­
p u t y L i P e n g , m e m b e r o f t h e 
N P C F i n a n c i a l a n d E c o n o m i c 

YANG GUODOXL, 

NPC deputies on an inspection tour of the Shoudu Iron and Steel Co. 

a n d o t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t t h e 
c i t y ' s j o i n t v e n t u r e s a n d f o r e i g n -
f u n d e d e n t e r p r i s e s . T h e v i c e -
m a y o r p r o m i s e d t o p r o v i d e r e l e ­
v a n t m a t e r i a l s t o t h e m a s s o o n a s 
p o s s i b l e . 

L u W e i d e , a d e p u t y f r o m t h e 
S o n d r E n e r g y R e s e a r c h I n s t i t u t e , 
l e a r n e d d u r i n g h e r v i s i t s t h a t 
t h e r e w a s a p i g f a r m w i t h 1 , 0 0 0 
h e a d o f c o m m e r c i a l p i g s i n t h e 
D a g a o V i l l a g e , s u b u r b o f B e i ­
j i n g , a n d t h a t t h e p i g m a n u r e 
w a s o n l y u s e d i n f i e l d s . S h e i n ­
t r o d u c e d t h e f a r m e r s t o a m e t h ­
o d f o r m a k i n g m a r s h g a s f r o m 
t h e m a n u r e , e x p r e s s i n g h e r w i l l ­
i n g n e s s t o c o - o p e r a t e i n d e v e l o p ­
i n g t h e p r o c e d u r e w i t h t h e v i l ­
l a g e a n d h e l p t h e m e x p a n d t h e i r 
a g r i c u l t u r a l i n d u s t r y . T h e l o c a l 
f a r m e r s w e r e q u i t e i n t e r e s t e d i n 
h e r s u g g e s t i o n . T h e y a s k e d h e r t o 
l o o k i n t o t h e s h o r t a g e o f e l e c t r i c -

C o m m i s s i o n , m a d e a r e p o r t o n 
t h e l o s s e s i n c u r r e d b y l a r g e a n d 
m e d i u m - s i z e d s t a t e e n t e r p r i s e s . 
H e t o o k t h e B e i j i n g H e a v y 
M a c h i n e - B u i l d i n g P l a n t a s a n 
e x a m p l e a n d a n a l y s e d i n d e t a i l 
t h e r e a s o n s f o r t h e l o s s e s . C i t y 
l e a d e r s c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y l i s t e n e d 
t o t h e d e p u t i e s ' s p e e c h a n d a n ­
s w e r e d q u e s t i o n s r a i s e d b y t h e m . 
V i c e - M a y o r Z h a n g c o n c l u d e d 
t h a t t h e d e p u t i e s h a d 17 m a j o r 
c o n c e r n s w h i c h i n c l u d e d t h e c i t y 
i n d u s t r i a l s t r u c t u r e , c o n t r o l o f 
c a p i t a l c o n s t r u c t i o n a n d a c u r b 
o n p r i c e h i k e s . H e t o l d t h e d e p u ­
t i e s t h a t t h e i s s u e s w o u l d b e d e a l t 
w i t h i n t h r e e w a y s . F i r s t , i n r e ­
g a r d t o t h e i s s u e s b e y o n d t h e 
r e a c h o f t h e c i t y g o v e r n m e n t , h e 
a s k e d t h e d e p u t i e s t o a p p e a l t o 
t h e N a t i o n a l P e o p l e ' s C o n g r e s s 
f o r a s s i s t a n c e . S e c o n d , s o m e o f 
t h e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s r a i s e d b y 

t h e d e p u t i e s w i l l b e i n c o r p o r a t e d 
i n t o t h e c i t y ' s E i g h t h F i v e - Y e a r 
P l a n a n d T e n - Y e a r P r o g r a m m e 
c u r r e n t l y b e i n g d r a f t e d b y t h e 
c i t y g o v e r n m e n t . T h i r d , e f f o r t s 
w i l l b e m a d e t o f u r t h e r i m p r o v e 
d a i l y w o r k . T h e v i c e - m a y o r a l s o 
r e m i n d e d t h e d e p u t i e s t h a t c i t y 
g o v e r n m e n t w o u l d a l w a y s b e 
a v a i l a b l e t o l i s t e n t o t h e i r s u g g e s ­
t i o n s a n d r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s . 

' H o m e ' Visits 
T h e d e p u t i e s c o n d u c t e d t h o ­

r o u g h i n v e s t i g a t i o n s b o t h p u b l i c ­
l y a n d p r i v a t e l y . P r i v a t e i n v e s t i ­
g a t i o n s i n v o l v e d o n e o r s e v e r a l 
d e p u t i e s w h o c h o s e t o l o o k i n t o 
s p e c i a l m a t t e r s b r o u g h t t o t h e i r 
a t t e n t i o n . O n e d e p u t y , a t e a c h e r , 
p r i v a t e l y v i s i t e d t h e f a m i l i e s o f 
f i v e s t u d e n t s t o t a l k w i t h t h e m 
a b o u t t h e e x c e s s i v e f i n a n c i a l d e ­
m a n d s p l a c e d o n m i d d l e a n d p r i ­
m a r y s c h o o l s t u d e n t s , a s e r i o u s 
p r o b l e m f o r t h e p a s t t w o y e a r s . 
T h e d e p u t y a l s o d i s c o v e r e d t h a t 
p a r e n t s c o n s i d e r e d t h e t e x t b o o k s 
t o o e x p e n s i v e . 

S e v e r a l d e p u t i e s f r o m t h e F i n ­
a n c i a l a n d E c o n o m i c C o m m i s ­
s i o n o f t h e N P C S t a n d i n g C o m ­
m i t t e e w e n t o n a o n e - d a y i n s p e c ­
t i o n t o u r o f t h e S h o u d u I r o n a n d 
S t e e l C o . D e p u t y Y a n R e n y i n g , 
h o n o r a r y p r e s i d e n t o f t h e F i r s t 
H o s p i t a l a t t a c h e d t o t h e B e i ­
j i n g M e d i c a l S c i e n c e s U n i v e r s i ­
t y w e n t t o t h e B e i j i n g P e o p l e ' s 
H o s p i t a l a n d h a d t a l k s w i t h t h e 
m e d i c a l w o r k e r s t h e r e o n s o m e 
o f t h e i s s u e s f a c i n g m e d i c a l i n s t i ­
t u t i o n s . S e v e r a l o t h e r d e p u t i e s , 
d o c t o r s w h o h a d a s p e c i a l i n ­
t e r e s t i n t h e p r o b l e m s , w e n t w i t h 
h e r , a s d i d c o l l e a g u e s f r o m o t h e r 
h o s p i t a l s . A f t e r t h e v i s i t , a l l o f 
t h e d e p u t i e s w e r e m o r e a w a r e 
o f t h e f a c t t h a t m a n y p r o b l e m s , 
s u c h a s p r i c e h i k e s f o r m e d i c i n e s , 
c a n n o t b e s o l v e d b y t h e p u b l i c 
h e a l t h d e p a r t m e n t s a l o n e . I n r e s ­
p o n s e , t h e y s o r t e d t h r o u g h t h e 
m a t e r i a l g a t h e r e d d u r i n g t h e i n ­
s p e c t i o n a n d p r e p a r e d a j o i n t 
p r o p o s a l f o r t h e f o r t h c o m i n g 
F o u r t h S e s s i o n o f t h e S e v e n t h 
N a t i o n a l P e o p l e ' s C o n g r e s s . • 
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Exerc is ing t h e i r d e m o c r a t i c r i g h t , C h i n a ' s 7 0 0 
m i l l i o n v o t e r s , b y d i r e c t a n d c o m p e t i t i v e e l e c t i o n , 
h a v e e l e c t e d t h e o r g a n s o f s t a t e p o w e r — t h e n e w 
p e o p l e ' s c o n g r e s s e s — i n c o u n t i e s a n d t o w n s h i p s 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y . 

Local Elections: A Nation Goes to Ballot 
by Our Staff Reporter Wu Naitao In an 18-month period that was 

finished towards the end of 
1990, Chinese people's congress­

es at the county and township levels 
across the country were re-elected. 
Some 700 million people in 2,825 
counties, prefectures and city dis­
tricts and 56,323 townships and 
towns took part in the elections. 
The new people's congresses re­
placed the old, and new leaders 
were elected to local governments 
in some places. This was an exten­
sive democratic activity and a ma­
jor event in the political life of the 
Chinese people. 

The Constitution stipulates that 
all power in the People's Republic 
of China belongs to the people. The 
National People's Congress (the 
highest organ of state power) and 
the local people's congresses at var­
ious levels (provinces, municipali­
ties, autonomous regions, autonom­
ous counties, autonomous prefec­
tures, townships and towns) are the 
organs through which the people ex­
ercise state power. 

The establishment of the local 
people's congresses allows people to 
decide important issues in their res­

pective administrative areas. The 
local people's congresses at these 
two levels, under the unified lead­
ership of the central government, 
must not only ensure the observ­
ance and implementation of the 
Constitution and the laws and the 
administrative rules and regula­
tions in their respective administra­
tive areas, but also adopt and issue 
resolutions and examine and decide 
on plans for local economic, cultur­
al and public service development 
within the limits of their authority 
as prescribed by law. They have the 
power to appoint or remove leaders 
of state organs in their administra­
tive areas. 

According to the Organic Law of 
the National People's Congress, the 
term of the office of the people's 
congresses in counties and town­
ships is three years. The last session 
of the people's congress was elected 
for a term of office from the second 
half of 1986 to the end of 1987. 

According to the Electoral Law 
of the NPC, deputies to the Nation­
al People's Congress and to the peo­
ple's congresses of provinces, auton­
omous regions, municipalities and 
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a u t o n o m o u s p r e f e c t u r e s a r e 
e l e c t e d b y t h e p e o p l e ' s c o n ­
gresses a t t h e n e x t l o w e r l e v e l ; 
d e p u t i e s t o t h e p e o p l e ' s c o n ­
gresses o f c i t i e s w i t h o u t d i s ­
t r i c t s , d i s t r i c t s u n d e r t h e j u r ­
i s d i c t i o n o f c i t i e s , c o u n t i e s , 
a u t o n o m o u s c o u n t i e s , t o w n ­
s h i p s , n a t i o n a l i t y t o w n s h i p s 
a n d t o w n s a r e e l e c t e d d i r e c t l y 
b y t h e i r c o n s t i t u e n c i e s . D u r ­
i n g t h i s r e c e n t e l e c t i o n o f l o c a l 
p e o p l e ' s c o n g r e s s e s , t h e c o n s t i ­
t u e n c i e s a l l c h e r i s h e d t h e i r sa­
c r e d v o t e a n d s e r i o u s l y e x e r ­
c i s e d t h e i r e l e c t o r a l r i g h t s i n 
o r d e r t o e l e c t o u t s t a n d i n g d e ­
p u t i e s . F o r e x a m p l e , i n H u n ­
a n P r o v i n c e , 1 2 3 c o u n t i e s a n d 
3 , 4 4 4 t o w n s h i p s s u c c e s s f u l l y 
h e l d e l e c t i o n s f r o m N o v e m b e r 
1989 t o M a r c h 1 9 9 0 . S o m e 
36 .09 m i l l i o n , 9 0 . 5 9 p e r c e n t 
o f t h e r e g i s t e r e d v o t e r s v o t e d . 
W h e n t h e L i n g l i n g P r e f e c t u r e 
o f t h e p r o v i n c e s u f f e r e d i t s 
r a r e s t d r o u g h t i n o v e r 1 0 0 
yea r s i n 1 9 8 9 , m o r e t h a n 5 0 
p e r c e n t o f t h e v o t e r s l e f t t h e 
a r e a i n s e a r c h o f a l i v i n g . 
H o w e v e r , w h e n t h e e l e c t i o n 
b e g a n , 8 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e m 
c a m e b a c k t o v o t e , w i t h t h e 
v o t i n g r a t e i n t h e a r e a h i t t i n g 
84 .9 p e r c e n t . 

A c c o r d i n g t o t h e E l e c t o r a l 
L a w , c a n d i d a t e s r e c o m m e n d ­
ed b y p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s a n d o r ­
g a n i z a t i o n s , j o i n t l y o r i n d e ­
p e n d e n t l y , a n d b y m o r e t h a n 
t e n v o t e r s a r e l e g a l a n d e q u a l ­
l y p l a c e d a m o n g t h e l i s t o f 
p r e l i m i n a r y c a n d i d a t e s . 

D i n g L i n g y u , a n o f f i c i a l o f 
t h e L i a i s o n O f f i c e o f t h e N P C 
S t a n d i n g C o m m i t t e e , w h o i s 
i n c h a r g e o f t h e e l e c t i o n w o r k 
o f t h e l o c a l p e o p l e ' s c o n g r e s s ­
es, s a i d t h a t t h e d i f f e r e n c e 
f r o m t h e pas t i n t h i s e l e c t i o n 
w a s t h a t m o s t o f t h e p r e l i m i ­
n a r y c a n d i d a t e s w e r e e l e c t e d 
b y m o r e t h a n t e n v o t e r s i n ­
s t e a d o f t h r o u g h t h e n o m i n a ­

t i o n o f p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s a n d 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s . F o r i n s t a n c e , 
H u n a n P r o v i n c e n o m i n a t e d 
2 3 3 , 3 5 2 p r e l i m i n a r y c a n d i ­
d a t e s f o r t h e f i r s t r o u n d o f 
v o t i n g f o r d e p u t i e s a t c o u n t y 
l e v e l , 9 3 . 6 p e r c e n t o f w h o m 
w e r e n o m i n a t e d j o i n t l y b y t e n 
o r m o r e c o n s t i t u e n c i e s , a n d 
c o n s t i t u t i n g 9 1 . 7 2 p e r c e n t o f 
t h e d e p u t i e s a t t h e t o w n s h i p 
l e v e l . T h e s a m e s i t u a t i o n o c ­
c u r r e d i n t h e e l e c t i o n o f o f ­
f i c i a l s o f s t a t e o r g a n s a t t h e 
c o u n t y a n d t o w n s h i p l e v e l s . 

S t a t i s t i c s f r o m t h e E l e c t o r ­
a l C o m m i t t e e o f H u n a n P r o v ­
i n c e r e v e a l e d t h a t 1 1 o f t h e 
c a n d i d a t e s n o m i n a t e d b y 
m o r e t h a n t e n v o t e r s w e r e 
e l e c t e d c h a i r m e n o f l o c a l p e o ­
p l e ' s c o n g r e s s s t a n d i n g c o m ­
m i t t e e s , 3 9 v i c e - c h a i r m e n , 
t h r e e c o u n t y m a g i s t r a t e , m a y ­
o r , d i s t r i c t h e a d , 2 9 d e p u t y 
c o u n t y m a g i s t r a t e s , d e p u t y 
m a y o r s o r d e p u t y d i s t r i c t 
h e a d s . I n a d d i t i o n , t h r e e w e r e 
e l e c t e d c o u r t j u s t i c e s , s i x c h i e f 
p r o c u r a t o r s o f p r o c u r a t o r a t e s 
a n d 4 0 8 t o w n s h i p o r t o w n 
h e a d s o r d e p u t y h e a d s . G e n e r ­
a l l y s p e a k i n g , t h e p o l i t i c a l a n d 
p r o f e s s i o n a l q u a l i f i c a t i o n o f 
t h e l e a d e r s a t t h e c o u n t y a n d 
t o w n s h i p l e v e l s n o m i n a t e d b y 
d e p u t i e s w e r e o u t s t a n d i n g . 
F o r e x a m p l e , a d i r e c t o r o f 
a s t a t e - o w n e d e n t e r p r i s e i n 
W e n z h o u c i t y , Z h e j i a n g P r o v ­
i n c e , w a s n o m i n a t e d f o r t h e 
d e p u t y c o u n t y m a g i s t r a t e i n 
t h e 1 9 8 7 e l e c t i o n b u t l o s t b y 
f o u r v o t e s . A f t e r t h i s , h e r e ­
d o u b l e d h i s e f f o r t s t o t u r n h i s 
f a c t o r y a r o u n d . H e w a s a g a i n 
n o m i n a t e d b y t h e v o t e r s a t 
t h i s e l e c t i o n a n d e l e c t e d as d e ­
p u t y c o u n t y m a g i s t r a t e . 

T h e p e o p l e ' s c o n g r e s s e s 
m u s t c o n s i d e r o p i n i o n s a n d 
d e m a n d s f r o m e v e r y a spec t . 
D e p u t i e s f r o m a l l w a l k s o f l i f e 
a r e t h u s n e e d e d f o r t h e i r v a r ­

i e t y . F o r e x a m p l e , w o m e n a r e 
a n i m p o r t a n t f o r c e i n C h i n a ' s 
s o c i a l i s t c o n s t r u c t i o n . T h e y 
m a k e c o n t r i b u t i o n s o n e v e r y 
f r o n t a n d s o t h e r e a r e a l a r g e 
n u m b e r o f w o m e n d e p u t i e s a t 
a l l l e v e l s a n d i n t h e g o v e r n ­
m e n t s a t c o u n t y a n d t o w n s h i p 
l e v e l s . I n a d d i t i o n , u n d e r t h e 
l a w , d e p u t i e s o f t h e m i n o r i t y 
n a t i o n a H t i e s m u s t a l s o m a k e 
u p a c e r t a i n p r o p o r t i o n . H o w ­
e v e r , C h i n a a d h e r e s t o t h e 
p r i n c i p l e o f a n e x t e n s i v e a n d a 
m a s s c h a r a c t e r a n d c a n n o t 
d e s i g n a t e c e r t a i n e l e c t o r a l d i s ­
t r i c t s t o e l e c t a d e p u t y o f 
a p a r t i c u l a r n a t i o n a l i t y , sex , 
p r o f e s s i o n a n d f a m i l y b a c k ­
g r o u n d . G e n e r a l l y s p e a k i n g , 
d e p u t y c a n d i d a t e s n o m i n a t e d 
j o i n t l y o r i n d e p e n d e n t l y b y 
p o h t i c a l p a r t i e s o r o r g a n i z a ­
t i o n s a r e b a l a n c e d a n d e l e c t e d 
a f t e r r e p e a t e d d i s c u s s i o n s a n d 
c o n s u l t a t i o n . G e n e r a l l y , t h e y 
r e p r e s e n t t h e i r c o n s t i t u e n c i e s 
w e l l . 

T h e m e t h o d o f v o t i n g f o r 
o f f i c i a l s o f s t a t e o r g a n s f r o m 
a l a r g e n u m b e r o f c a n d i d a t e s , 
w h i c h w a s i m p l e m e n t e d i n 
1 9 8 6 , i s a n i m p o r t a n t p a r t o f 
t h e r e f o r m o f C h i n a ' s e l e c t o r ­
a l s y s t e m a n d a n i m p o r t a n t 
s t e p t o i m p r o v i n g t h e e l e c t o r a l 
s y s t e m a n d f u r t h e r i n g s o c i a l ­
i s t d e m o c r a c y . T h e e l e c t o r a l 
c o m m i t t e e a t a l l l e v e l s , d u r i n g 
t h e e l e c t i o n , e m p h a s i z e d l e g a l 
p r o c e d u r e s a n d r e s p e c t f o r 
e l e c t o r a l r e t u r n s . H e l o n g 
C o u n t y o f J i l i n g P r o v i n c e 
w a n t e d t o e l e c t a n e w , h e a d 
o f t h e s t a n d i n g c o m m i t t e e o f 
p e o p l e ' s c o n g r e s s . T h e y c h o s e 
f r o m a l a r g e n u m b e r o f c a n d i ­
d a t e s n o m i n a t e d b y t h e p r e s i ­
d i u m o f t h e c o n g r e s s a n d f r o m 
c a n d i d a t e s n o m i n a t e d j o i n t l y 
b y g r o u p s o f m o r e t h a n t e n 
v o t e r s . S u c h a s i t u a t i o n i s n o w 
v e r y c o m m o n . • 
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CHINA 

Electing Deputies to County Congress 
by Our Staff Reporter Huang Wei 

Located on both sides of the 
Beij ing-Guangzhou Rail­
way, Yongnian County in 

Hebei Province has a population 
of 670,000. Since April 1990, 
a series of changes have taken 
place in this little known county 
139 km south of Shijiazhuang, 
the capital of Hebei Province. 
Muddy, nearly impassable roads 
have given way to cement roads, 
construction of a rural hospital 
for farmers has started, nursing 
houses for the elderly have been 
provided with refrigerators and 
radios, and a wel l -equipped 
farmers' kindergarten is serving 
growing numbers of children.... 

According to a local official, 
all these changes have taken 
place since the county govern­
ment adopted the proposals of 
the newly elected deputies to the 
county people's congress. Despite 
what others might think, most 
people in Yongnian are satisfied 
Voters cast their ballots. 

with the deputies they elected. 
A Major Event 

Huo Wenshan, re-elected de­
puty director of the standing 
commi t t ee of the Yongn ian 
county people's congress, said 
that the election of deputies to 
the people's congresses at the 
county and township levels is a 
major event in the democratic 
life of the masses and is, there­
fore, highly valued. Like the pre­
vious elections, the election held 
in April 1990 was conducted 
strictly in accordance with the 
state election law and a relevant 
local ordinance. Each step in the 
process, the establishment of the 
county and township election 
committees, the division of elec­
toral districts, the registration of 
voters and the final casting of 
ballots, is carried out in a meth­
odical way. Some dates such as 
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date for the election, publication 
of voter lists and the final list of 
the official candidates cannot be 
changed. 

As deputy director of the 
standing committee of the last 
people's congress, Huo Wenshan 
was a member of the county 
election committee composed of 
members from the Party, govern­
ment and mass organizations res­
ponsible for coun ty elect ion 
work. 

Prior to the election, the most 
painstaking work is registration 
of all 420,000 voters in the coun­
ty and none of whom can be dou­
bly counted, missed or other-
wisely mistakenly registered. Al­
though the permanent residence 
of many farmers in the county is 
in the rural areas, they often are 
casual labourers in factories and 
live in the county town. There 
are also some street peddlers in 
the county who came from other 
parts of the country. With regard 
to the former, the election com­
mittees require that they register 
through their factories and, in 
regard to the latter, the election 
committees will first ask them 
whether they want to register in 
the county and, if so, they need 
to write letters to their original 
units or former dwellings. Huo 
said that in order to guarantee 
the democratic rights of each ci­
tizen, the election, with the help 
of the public security bureau 
and procuratorate, also included 
those who received re-education 
through labour in the county. 
When the voter list was made 
public, no objection was raised. 

The election committees and 
leading groups in the electoral 
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districts must print and issue 
various legal articles and ques-
tionaires, publicize the election 
law among the farmers and ex­
plain in the simplest language 
the meaning of democratic rights 
to the full-time farm labourers, 
most of them have a primary 
school educat ion. Almost all 
members of the leading groups in 
the electoral districts have done 
so in farmers' houses and they 
enjoy the trust of the farmers. 
Shan Yiyong, a farmer of Miao-
zhuang Township, said, "In the 
past, I did not pay much atten­
tion to the election. Whoever was 
elected really didn't matter to us. 
It wasn't until the responsible 
township member had a friendly 
conversation with me and told 
me that those who were elect­
ed would become township and 
county heads that I realized 
the importance of the election." 
Shan was very active in the elec­
tion activities and was elected su­
pervisor of the election meeting. 
Zhang Xainwen, a responsible 
member of the township for elec­
tion; said, "Several months be­
fore the election, the township 
broadcasting station broadcast 
legal information in the evening 
and the county TV station broad­
cast special election programmes 
for farmers. All of the pro­
grammes were easy to under­
stand." 

Zhang also noted that town­
ship election commi t t ees re­
quired that each electoral dis­
trict be divided into several vot­
er groups and that each group be 
composed of about 100 people. 
Those who have enjoyed high 
prestige and were respected by 
the people would be appointed 
responsible members of these 
groups. The regularly held elec­
toral district meetings attended 
by these members discuss the 
voter situation. In addition, the 
district electoral committees also 
put up announcements regarding 
the election, such as the list of 
candidates and meeting sites, in 

spacious and eye-catching places, 
always reminding farmers to 
pass the news on to others. 

All these measures are aimed 
at overcoming as much as possi­
ble the difficulties posed by vast 
area, scattered population and 
slow dissemination of informa­
tion. Success of their effort is 
reflected in the fact that the poll­
ing rate reached over 94 percent 
at the election of deputies to 
the county and township peo­
ple's congresses. 

I n t r o d u c t i o n s 

Most important for voters is a 
clear understanding of the can­
didates. "Some candidates," Huo 
Wenshan said, "are also from the 
same village or colleagues of the 
same unit as the voters. But, in 
most cases, they don't know each 
other. To this end, the election 
committees need to print re­
sumes of candidates and distri­
bute them among the voters. In 
some electoral districts where 
conditions permit, some small 
discussions or meetings are held 
at which the candidates can give 
an account of their situation to 
the voters and answer any ques­
tions raised, thus enabling voters 
to know more about them." 

Some candidates visit voters at 
home. Hou Jinsheng, 60, an in­
telligent and capable farmer, was 
nominated as a candidate for the 
county people's congress by more 

than ten farmers from the vil­
lage. Prior to the casting of votes, 
he went on his own initiative 
to the homes of some farmers 
whom he did not know, express­
ing his desire to be a deputy 
to the people's congress. Zhang 
Xianli, a farmer, said, "I was 
moved by his sincerity. I think I 
can trust him and that's why I 
voted for him." Hou Jinsheng 
was elected a deputy to the coun­
ty people's congress. 

In recent years, some methods 
used in Western election cam­
paigns have found their way into 
election activities in China. In 
Yongnian County , however, 
most voters are not satisfied with 
a "formal speech" made by a can­
didate who is a perfect stranger 
to them. During the election, 326 
deputies to the county people's 
congress and 2,317 deputies to 
the township people's congresses 
were elected. Of them, 60 per­
cent of the candidates were joint­
ly nominated by more than ten 
voters. Most are nominated by 
farmers who believe they will 
work for the benefit of the mass­
es in a down-to-earth way. 

G u o Rongqi , a Chinese-
language teacher of the No. 
1 Middle School in Yongnian 
County, said that the voting 
must be based on a good under­
standing and trust of the candi­
dates. "The two candidates in my 
electoral district happened to be 
my students. Although I know 
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a n d l i k e t h e m v e r y m u c h , I d o n ' t 
b e l i e v e t h a t b o t h a r e f u l l y q u a l i ­
f i e d t o b e d e p u t i e s t o t h e p e o p l e ' s 
c o n g r e s s . " H e a d d e d , " I v o t e d 
f o r t h e o n e w h o w a s l i v e l y a n d 
s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d i n h e r m a n n e r . " 

R e s t r i c t e d b y r e g i o n a l c o n d i ­
t i o n s a n d a f f e c t e d b y t r a d i t i o n a l 
c o n c e p t s , C h i n e s e v o t e r s a r e n o t 
a c c u s t o m e d t o v o l u n t e e r i n g t h e i r 
s e r v i c e s i n p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t i e s . 
S o m e v o t e r s w o u l d l i k e t o b e t t e r 
u n d e r s t a n d t h e c a n d i d a t e s . X u 
S h a o c h u a n , a n E n g l i s h t e a c h e r , 
s a i d , " D i r e c t e l e c t i o n s e n a b l e c i ­
t i z e n s t o t r u l y e x e r c i s e t h e i r d e ­
m o c r a t i c r i g h t s . I f m o r e o p p o r ­
t u n i t i e s t o m e e t c a n d i d a t e s a r e 
o f f e r e d t o v o t e r s , i t w i l l h e l p u s 
t o b e t t e r c a s t o u r v o t e s . " 

E l e c t i o n M e e t i n g 

T h e e l e c t i o n m e e t i n g i s t h e c l i ­
m a x o f t h e e l e c t i o n p r o c e s s . E a r ­
l y i n t h e m o r n i n g o n A p r i l 1 , 
1 9 9 0 , a n o t i c e b r o a d c a s t o v e r 
l o u d s p e a k e r s i n s t a l l e d u n d e r t h e 
e a v e s o f e a c h f a r m e r ' s h o u s e r e ­
m i n d e d v o t e r s t h a t i t w a s e l e c ­
t i o n d a y i n Y o n g n i a n C o u n t y . A t 
9 : 3 0 i n t h e m o r n i n g i n M i a o -
z h u a n g v i l l a g e , a c r o w d h a d a l ­
r e a d y g a t h e r e d a t t h e e l e c t i o n 
s i t e w h i c h o p e n e d a t 1 0 : 0 0 i n 
t h e m o r n i n g . M a J i n x i a , a f e m ­
a l e f a r m e r , s a i d i t w a s t h e f i r s t 
t i m e s h e h a d s e e n s u c h a n e x c i t ­
i n g s c e n e s i n c e h e r m a r r a i g e i n 
t h e v i l l a g e t w o y e a r s b e f o r e . 

M a J i n x i a n o t e d t h a t e x c e p t 

f o r t h e e l e c t i o n , n o o t h e r a c t i v i ­
t i e s b r o u g h t s o m a n y p e o p l e o f 
t h e v i l l a g e t o g e t h e r . E v e n t h e 
n u m b e r o f f a r m e r s w h o a t t e n d ­
e d a n e v e n i n g p a r t y g i v e n b y a 
p r o v i n c i a l s o n g a n d d a n c e e n ­
s e m b l e i n t h e v i l l a g e t w o y e a r s 
a g o w a s l e s s t h a n t h e f i g u r e o n 
e l e c t i o n d a y . M a a l s o n o t i c e d 
t h a t p e o p l e w e r e n e a t l y d r e s s e d . 
M a n y g i r l s a n d n e w l y m a r r i e d 
w o m e n w o r e i n g a i l y c o l o u r e d 
w o o l l e n s w e a t e r s a n d c o l o u r f u l 
k e r c h i e f s . O c c a s i o n a l l y , a s s o m e 
y o u n g m e n a r r i v e d a t t h e 
m e e t i n g - p l a c e o n t h e i r b i k e s a n d 
l i t o f f f i r e c r a c k e r s , t h e c r o w d 
w o u l d e r u p t i n g o o d n a t u r e d 
l a u g h t e r . O n e 5 0 - o d d - y e a r - o l d 
f a r m e r , L i D e n g m i n g , c a u g h t t h e 
a t t e n t i o n o f t h e c r o w d . D e s p i t e 
t h e f a c t t h a t h e s u f f e r e d f r o m 
h e m i p l e g i a w h i c h h a d k e p t h i m 
i n b e d f o r y e a r s , h e w a n t e d t o 
p e r s o n a l l y c a s t h i s v o t e . H e w a s 
p u s h e d t o t h e e l e c t i o n s i t e i n h i s 
w h e e l c h a i r b y h i s s o n . 

I n c o n t r a s t . M a J i n x i a w a s n o t 
s u r p r i s e d t h a t G r a n d m a X u , 8 8 , 
s a t b e s i d e h e r b e c a u s e s h e k n e w 
t h e e l d e r l y w o m a n c o n s i d e r e d 
t h e e l e c t i o n a v e r y i m p o r t a n t e v ­
e n t . 

W h e n t h e h o s t a n n o u n c e d t h e 
s t a r t o f t h e e l e c t i o n m e e t i n g i n 
a s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d b u t d i g n i f i e d 
v o i c e o v e r a m e g a p h o n e , M a n o t ­
i c e d t h a t t h e p l a t f o r m w a s 
b r i g h t l y d e c o r a t e d . A l a r g e r e d 
f l a g i n l a i d w i t h t h e n a t i o n a l e m ­
b l e m w a s p l a c e d o n t h e c e n t r e o f 

t h e p l a t f o r m u s u a l l y u s e d f o r 
f i l m s h o w s f o r f a r m e r s . B e h i n d a 
t a b l e c o v e r e d w i t h a p i e c e o f 
r e d c l o t h s a t t h e m e m b e r s o f ? t h e 
t o w n s h i p e l e c t i o n c o m m i t t e e . »In 
f r o n t o f t h e t a b l e w e r e t w o w o o d ­
e n b a l l o t b o x e s p a i n t e d i n 
r e d . E v e n t h e m e g a p h o n e w a s 
w r a p p e d w i t h a p i e c e o f r e d 
c l o t h . A d i g n i f i e d s i l e n c e r e i g n e d 
o v e r t h e m e e t i n g - p l a c e a s 
e v e r y o n e w a i t e d f o r e l e c t i o n t o 
b e g i n . 

O n t h e m o r n i n g o f t h e e l e c t i o n 
d a y , n o s t a l l s w e r e o p e n i n t h e 
u s u a l l y b u s t l i n g a n d n o i s y Y o n g ­
n i a n c o u n t y t o w n m a r k e t . A s 
w e l l , a n u m b e r o f d e p a r t m e n t 
s t o r e s s u s p e n d e d o p e r a t i o n s . 
T h e f a r m e r p r o j e c t i o n i s t n a m e d 
Z h a n g L e i s a i d t h a t a f i l m o r i g i n ­
a l l y s c h e d u a l e d f o r s h o w i n g o n 
t h e a f t e r n o o n o f t h e e l e c t i o n d a y 
w o u l d b e s h o w n t h e e v e n i n g o f 
t h e f o l l o w i n g d a y . T h e d a y ' s e v ­
e n t w a s t h e e l e c t i o n a n d o n l y a 
f e w p e o p l e w e r e c o n c e r n e d w i t h 
o t h e r m a t t e r s . 

Z h a n g X i a o q u a n , t h e h o s t o f 
t h e e l e c t i o n m e e t i n g i n M i a o -
z h u a n g v i l l a g e , s a i d , " I m e m o r ­
i z e d t h e e l e c t i o n p r o c e d u r e s 
s o m e w e e k s b e f o r e . " H e a n ­
n o u n c e d t h e e l e c t i o n p r o c e d u r e s 
i n a l o u d v o i c e . A l t h o u g h a t o t a l 
o f 7 8 0 v o t e r s w o u l d p a r t i c i p a t e 
i n t h e e l e c t i o n , o n l y 7 3 0 v o t e r s 
a t t e n d e d t h e e l e c t i o n m e e t i n g . 
A f t e r t h e e l e c t i o n o f b a l l o t i n ­
s p e c t o r s , c o u n t e r s a n d s u p e r v i ­
s o r s , t h e v o t e r s c h a n g e d t h e i r 
e l e c t o r c e r t i f i c a t e s f o r b a l l o t s , 
m a r k e d t h e n a m e s o f t h e i r c a n ­
d i d a t e s o n t h e i r v o t e s a n d t h e n 
p l a c e d t h e i r r e d v o t e s i n t o t h e 
b a l l o t b o x e s . 

W h i l e t h e e l e c t i o n w a s i n p r o ­
g r e s s , s e v e r a l d o z e n f l o a t i n g b a l ­
l o t b o x e s w e r e u s e d t o g a t h e r 
e l e c t o r v o t e s t h r o u g h o u t Y o n g ­
n i a n C o u n t y . T h e s e b a l l o t b o x e s 
w e r e a v a i l a b l e f o r v o t e r s w h o 
c o u l d n o t l e a v e t h e i r p o s t s , f o r 
t h e s e r i o u s l y i l l o r d i s a b l e d a n d 
f o r p e o p l e b e i n g r e - e d u c a t e d i n 
l a b o u r c a m p s . • 

Liu Sliiqi (second left), elected a deputy county head in 1990, talks with farmers. 
YANG UXU!\C, 
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CHINA 

The Goal of a People's Deputy 

rBno residents of the Dacheng 
I Lane in the Western Dis-

trict of Beijing, Liu Xiang-
.zhi, over 50 years of age, small in 
build and with a ruddy healthy 
face, is more than a kind, warm­
hearted and helpful woman to 
whom neighbours can voice their 
complaints. She is also a deputy 
to the Western District People's 
Congress who has a deep-rooted 
understanding of the problems 
confronting Ihi public, appre­
ciated by voters because she 
brings these problems to the at­
tention of the congress. So great 
is the people's admiration for her 
that it is no surprise that she 
has been elected a deputy to the 
Western District People's Con­
gress four terms in succession 
and that a critically ill man, 
while being rushed to the hospi­
tal on the election day, told his 
son to vote for Liu Xiangzhi. 

Liu Xiangzhi was born into 
a poverty-stricken family whose 
parents died when she was very 
young. She managed to eke out a 
living by working as a child la­
bour at a factory. Liu often con­
trasts this painful time with her 
present experience of discussing 
state affairs in bright, spacious 
congress halls. "It is the Com­
munist Party and the people of 
New China who have given me 
what I have today," Liu says. 
"My only wish is to work hard 
for the Party and do things help­
ful for the people." 

In 1980, Liu was elected a peo­
ple's congress deputy when she 
was chairwoman of the Dach­
eng Neighbourhood Committee, 
which, like the others throughout 
the country, manages and organ-

by Our Staff Reporter Huang Wei 

izes mutual help projects in the 
local community. Although she 
received only a meager salary of 
45 yuan for her work in the 
neighbourhood committee, her 
interest in being a people's depu­
ty remained high. Before and af­
ter her election as the deputy, she 
was often seen in the neighbor­
hood helping to resolve residents' 
problems. Thus far, she has been 
the conduit for some 100 recom­
mendations generated by her 
constituents for the Beijing Mun­
icipal People's Congress, the 
Western District People's Con­
gress, and the government de­
partments concerned, and helped 
resolve 80-odd local problems. 

During her term as a deputy to 
the Ninth Western District Peo­
ple's Congress (1987-90), for ex­
ample, residents in her neigh­
bourhood complained about in­
adequate electricity. The trans­
mission lines were old and the 
voltage was low owing to an in­
crease in the number of 
household electrical appliances. 
Though the matter had been pre­
viously brought to the attention 
of the Beijing Power Supply 
Bureau, the problem continued 
to get worse. Liu then brought 
the matter to the congress and 
wrote a letter to the district head 
about this problem. As a result, 
soon after the 1991 New Year's 
Day, all the transmission lines 
were replaced and the residents 
were finally able to have clear 
TV pictures. 

But not every problem was re­
solved as smoothly as the issue of 
the transmission lines. The se­
wage in one residential court­
yard, shared by several families, 

in Liu's electoral area, had been 
blocked for a long time. Filthy 
water lay all about in the street 
skirting the courtyard. In the 
summer, the odor caused passers-
by great discomfit and, in the 
winter, the flooded- street was 
transformed into a dangerous ice 
rink. Liu demanded a thorough 
settlement of the problem at the 
congress meeting and, together 
with other district deputies, 
made a motion at a congress ses­
sion. 

After a survey of the area, the 
department in charge of sewage 
projects discovered that it was a 
low-lying area and criss-crossed 
underneath by many cables. Due 
to the technical problems, how­
ever, the problem has still only 
been partially resolved and, to­
day, Liu is still working on a 
final solution. 

With the deepening of the re­
form, there has been an increas­
ingly democratic life of the 
Chinese people. "The grass-root 
people's congress now has a lot of 
authority, such as electing lead­
ers to the district government, 
court and procuratorate and su­
pervising, impeaching and dis­
missing government workers. 
Whether a problem has been 
solved in a satisfactory manner is 
evaluated by the deputies who 
raised the issue. If they find that 
the department concerned has 
simply gone through the motions 
and not effectively dealt with the 
problem raised, they may refuse 
to sign on to the report submitted 
by the department. In this case, 
the department will have to do 
the work once again. 

Among the deputies to the 
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Left: Liu Xiangzhi (second left) discusses neighbourhood committee work with her colleagues: Right: Liu Xiangzhi and a 
widower. 

W e s t e r n D i s t r i c t P e o p l e ' s C o n ­
gress , L i u X i a n g z h i i s p a r t i c u l a r ­
l y k n o w n f o r h e r o u t s p o k e n n e s s , 
a n d h e r s u p p o r t e r s o f t e n s p e a k 
h i g h l y o f h e r r u t h l e s s c r i t i c i s m 
o f b u r e a u c r a c y . 

" W e m u s t n o t u s e t h e p o w e r 
g i v e n t o u s b y t h e p u b l i c f o r s e l f -
i n t e r e s t , " L i u s a i d . " I n s t e a d , w e 
s h o u l d b e t t e r s e r v e t h e p e o p l e . " 

After Liu's suggestion, the power transmission lines 
on her neighbourhood were replaced as local residents 
can now receive crystal clear TV pictures. 

L i u s a i d t h a t b e i n g a d e p u t y 
d o e s n o t m e a n r i d i n g i n c a r s 
a n d a t t e n d i n g m e e t i n g s i n a i r -
c o n d i t i o n e d r o o m s as i s s o m e ­
t i m e s t h o u g h t b y s o m e p e o p l e . 
" A s t h e c h a i r m a n o f t h e n e i g h ­
b o u r h o o d c o m m i t t e e a n d a p e o ­
p l e ' s d e p u t y , I o f t e n w o r k o v e r ­
t i m e , " L i u s a i d . " I n t h e l a s t 2 0 

y e a r s , I ' v e s e l d o m 
k n o c k e d o f f b e f o r e 
s e v e n i n t h e e v e n ­
i n g a l t h o u g h I s t a r t ­
e d w o r k v e r y e a r l y i n 
t h e m o r n i n g . " W h i l e 
v i s i t i n g p e o p l e i n h e r 
e l e c t o r a l a r e a a n d m e ­
d i a t i n g d i s p u t e s b e ­
t w e e n l o c a l r e s i d e n t s , 
s h e a l s o h a s t o p r e ­
p a r e m o t i o n s f o r t h e 
n e x t s e s s i o n o f c o n ­
g re s s . S h e s h o w s c a r e 
f o r a l m o s t e v e r y m a t ­
t e r b r o u g h t t o h e r a t ­
t e n t i o n : t h e e c o n o m i c 
s i t u a t i o n o f a w i d o w , 
t h e n e e d t o b u i l d a n 
o v e r p a s s a t a s t r e e t 
b o t t l e n e c k , l u n c h e s 
f o r p r i m a r y s c h o o l 
p u p i l s , t h e s h o r t a g e o f 
k i n d e r g a r t e n t e a c h ­
e r s , t h e q u a l i t y o f ser­
v i c e i n s t a t e - o w n e d 
s t o r e s , d i s h o n e s t b u s i ­
n e s s m e n , e t c . 

" N o o t h e r s c a n 
m a t c h L i u X i a n g z h i 

i n c r a c k i n g t h e h a r d n u t s , " s a i d 
Z h a o X i u q i n , a c o l l e a g u e o f 
L i u ' s . " O n c e , i n p r e p a r i n g a m o ­
t i o n o n b i r t h c o n t r o l , s he v i s i t ­
e d a n e x p e r t f o r a d v i s e . E v e n 
t h o u g h t h e e x p e r t l i v e d f a r a w a y 
a n d i t w a s s u m m e r , s he b r a v e d 
t h e s c o r c h i n g s u n a n d b i c y c l e d 
t h e r e . " 

D u r i n g t h e 1 9 9 0 e l e c t i o n , L i u 
w o n s o m e 1 ,800 v o t e s o u t o f a 
t o t a l o f 2 , 0 0 0 v o t e r s . " T h a t d a y , 
t h r e e c o l l e a g u e s o f m i n e c o u l d 
n o t cas t t h e i r v o t e b e c a u s e o f a 
t i g h t s c h e d u l e o f t h e i r w o r k , " a 
r e t i r e d t e a c h e r n a m e d Y a n s a i d . 
" T h e y a l l a s k e d m e t o v o t e f o r 
L i u X i a n g z h i . W e s u p p o r t e d h e r 
b e c a u s e o f h e r o u t s p o k e n n e s s 
a n d t h e w a r m t h s h e s h o w s t h e 
p e o p l e . " 

A s a p e o p l e ' s d e p u t y , L i u s a i d , 
she w i s h e s t o d o m o r e f o r t h e 
m a s s e s . " S h o w i n g less i n t e r e s t f o r 
t h e w o r k o f t h e p e o p l e ' s c o n g r e s s , 
s o m e d e p a r t m e n t s f a i l t o g i v e a 
t i m e l y r e p l y t o t h e m o t i o n s o f 
t h e d e p u t i e s . T h e d e p u t i e s , s o m e ­
t i m e s , h a v e t o t a c k l e t h e p r o b ­
l e m s w h i c h s h o u l d be d e a l t w i t h 
b y d e p a r t m e n t s c o n c e r n e d , " L i u 
s a i d . 

" I h a v e d r a w n l e s s o n s f r o m 
t h i s , " L i u s a i d . " I a l w a y s g o d i ­
r e c t l y t o t h e p e r s o n i n c h a r g e , 
s u c h as t h e m a y o r , t h e d i s t r i c t 
h e a d , b u r e a u d i r e c t o r s o r o t h e r s 
i n p o w e r . I n d o i n g so , I c a n b y ­
pass s o m e o f t h e i n t e r m e d i a t e 
l i n k s a n d s e t t l e p r o b l e m s q u i c k ­
e r . " • 
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Foreign Banks 
In Shanghai 

Gong Haocheng, president of 
the Shanghai Branch of the Peo­
ple's Bank of China, on March 6 
officially announced the accept­
ance of applications of six for­
eign banks for opening Shanghai 
bank branches as of March 5. 

The six banks are the Citibank 
and the Bank of America of the 
United States, the Banque Indo-
suez and Credit Lyonnais from 
France, and the Sanwa Bank, 
Ltd., and Industrial Bank of Ja­
pan, Ltd. Since China's introduc­
tion of the reform and open pol­
icies, these have been the first 
foreign banks officially approved 
to open branches in other areas 
of China outside of the special 
economic zones. 

In order to build Shanghai into 
the country's largest financial 
centre, Shanghai has quickened 
its development pace by introd­
ucing foreign financial insti­
tutions. In April 1990, the Party 
Central Committee and the State 
Council decided to speed up the 
development of Shanghai's Pu-
dong Area and carry out policies 
on economic and technological 
development zones and certain 
special economic zones, and 
agreed to set up foreign financial 
branches in Shanghai. In Sep­
tember 1990, the People's Bank of 
China promulgated the Adminis­
tration on Shanghai Foreign and 
Foreign-Funded Banking Insti­
tutions. 

Gong said, "After this first 
group of foreign banks have esta­
blished their branches in Shang­
hai, the municipahty will better 
understand the modern adminis­
trative methods used by foreign 
banks and be thus better able to 
attract foreign capital." 

Since the founding of the Peo­
ple's Republic of China, Gong 
added, the Bank of East Asia, 
Ltd., the Overseas-Chinese Bank­
ing Co. Ltd., the Hong Kong and 

Shanghai Banking Co. and the 
Standard Chartered Bank, all of 
which had branches in Shang­
hai previously, carried out re-
registration procedures and were 
approved by the People's Bank 
of China to continue business 
in Shanghai. Recently, the bank 
also approved the establishment 
of two foreign-funded finance 
companies in Shanghai. 

by Li Ming 

Archaeological Rules 
For Foreigners 

The promulgation and en­
forcement of the Regulations on 
Administration of Archaeologi­
cal Activities Concerning For­
eign Affairs or Foreign Nation­
als on the Territory of the Peo­
ple's Republic of China, ap­
proved by the State Council at 
the end of February, marks the 

I official opening of Chinese ar-
I chaeological work to foreign 

countries. 
Zhang Deqin, director of the 

State Bureau for the Protection 
of Cultural Relics, said that Chi­
na's ancient and splendid cultur­
al heritage has always attracted 
numerous foreign archaeologists. 
Increasing numbers of depart­
ments have requested permission 
to carry out archaeological surv­
eys and excavations. Also foreign 
archaeological students and visit­
ing scholars have often asked for 
permission to participate in ex­
cavation of cultural relics when 

j doing field work. Previously, 
; there were no regulations allow-
I ing foreigners to conduct exca­

vation work and so all requests 
were rejected. 

The new regulations, in con-
I junction with cultural and ar­

chaeological laws already in ef­
fect, will further improve the ad­
ministration of China's cultural 
relics and archaeological work, 
enhance Sino-foreign archaeo­
logical academic interchange and 

i raise China's capacity to protect 

its archaeological treasures. 
In order to maintain China's 

legal rights and to ensure a 
steady development in foreign 
archaeological work, the regula­
tions clearly stipulate that any 
foreign group or international 
organization carrying out ar­
chaeological investigation, surv­
ey, or excavation in China 
should co-operate with us. The 
regulations also stipulate that 
China's sovereignty is the basic 
condition for such co-operation 
and the basis of all benefits and 
rights of both sides regarding 
cultural relic samples, natural 
samples, archaeological data and 
material, research achievements 
and publication of research re­
ports. 

Zhang said that applications 
for the co-operative investigation 
and excavation by foreign or in­
ternational organizations should 
be submitted to the State Bureau 
for the Protection of Cultural 
Relics for examination and later 
to the State Council for approval. 

The regulations also specify 
rules for visiting historical and 
archaeological sites not usually 
open to the public by private 
Chinese and foreign groups as 
well as international organi­
zations. 

To those who violate the regu­
lations and other laws and regu­
lations concerning cultural relic 
protection and archaeology, the 
State Bureau for the Protection 
of Cultural Relics is authorized 
by the regulations to issue warn­
ings, temporarily halt work or 
cancel projects and levy fines or 
other punishment. Those who 
violate public security or carry 
out criminal activities will be 
dealt with according to the law. 

Import Licence 
System Works Well 

According to an official in 
charge of the State Administra-
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t i o n f o r t h e I n s p e c t i o n o f I m p o r t 
a n d E x p o r t C o m m o d i t i e s , C h i n a 
ha s d o n e a g o o d j o b i n s p e c t i n g 
t h e q u a l i t y o f i m p o r t e d c o m m o d ­
i t i e s s i n c e i t s i n t r o d u c t i o n o f a n 
i m p o r t l i c e n c e s y s t e m f o r s o m e 
i m p o r t e d c o m m o d i t i e s l a s t M a y . 
T h e i m p o r t l i c e n c e i s s u e d b y t h e 
c o m m o d i t y i n s p e c t i o n b u r e a u 
ha s b e c o m e a n i m p o r t a n t c e r t i f i ­
ca te w h e n c o n t r a c t p a y m e n t s a r e 
a r r a n g e d f o r i m p o r t s . 

T h e o f f i c i a l w e n t o n t o s a y t h a t 
C h i n a h a d r e c e i v e d 4 5 0 a p p l i c a ­
t i o n s f r o m e x p o r t e r s a n d p r o d u ­
cers i n 2 7 c o u n t r i e s a n d r e g i o n s 
i n c l u d i n g J a p a n , S i n g a p o r e , t h e 
U K , G e r m a n y , t h e S o v i e t U n i o n , 
t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a n d B r a z i l b y 
t h e e n d o f 1 9 9 0 . A u t o m o b i l e i m ­
p o r t a p p l i c a t i o n s t o o k u p 2 . 6 p e r ­
c e n t , 1 p e r c e n t f o r m o t o r s o f t h e 
t o t a l , 5.5 p e r c e n t w e r e r e f r i g e r a ­
t o r s , 5 p e r c e n t w e r e a i r c o n d i ­
t i o n e r s , 2 8 p e r c e n t w e r e c o m ­
p r e s s o r s f o r r e f r i g e r a t o r s a n d a i r 
c o n d i t i o n e r s , 12 .5 p e r c e n t w e r e 
t e l e v i s i o n s a n d 4 5 . 4 p e r c e n t w e r e 
k i n e s c o p e s . F o r c o m m o d i t i e s 
t h a t m e e t q u a l i t y c o n t r o l , C h i ­
n a ' s c o m m o d i t y i n s p e c t i o n 
b u r e a u h a s i s s u e d a b o u t 2 0 0 i m ­
p o r t c o m m o d i t y q u a l i t y l i c e n c e s 
a n d a b o u t 7 m i l l i o n s a f e s i g n a l s 
f o r o v e r 6 0 0 v a r i e t i e s o f p r o d ­
uc t s . 

I f k e y c o m p o n e n t s o f s a m p l e 
p r o d u c t s d o n o t m e e t C h i n e s e 
s a f e t y r e q u i r e m e n t s , C h i n a w i l l 
i n f o r m t h e a p p l i c a n t s t o r e p l a c e 
t h e s a m p l e s . A m o n g t h e s a m p l e s 
s en t f o r e x a m i n a t i o n 17 m o d e l s 
o f k i n e s c o p e s a n d o n e t y p e o f 
m o t o r f a i l e d t o pass q u a l i t y c o n ­
t r o l s . A s a r e s u l t , C h i n a p r o h i b i t ­
e d t h e i m p o r t o f t h e m t o C h i n a . 
S t a t i s t i c s s h o w e d t h a t 3 p e r c e n t 
o f a l l s a m p l e s d i d n o t m e e t t h e 
r e q u i r e d s t a n d a r d s . 

S i n c e t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f t h e 
s y s t e m o f i m p o r t l i c e n s i n g , t h e 
C h i n e s e C o m m o d i t y I n s p e c t i o n 
B u r e a u h a s e s t a b l i s h e d i n s p e c ­
t i o n r e l a t i o n s w i t h s o m e f o r e i g n 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s . A t p r e s e n t , s u c h 
f o r e i g n i n s p e c t i o n o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
as t h e J a p a n e s e A p p r a i s a l A s s o ­

c i a t i o n f o r S e a A c c i d e n t s , t h e 
J a p a n e s e M a c h i n e - B u i l d i n g a n d 
E l e c t r o n i c s A p p r a i s a l a n d I n ­
s p e c t i o n A s s o c i a t i o n , t h e I t a l i a n 
S o c i e t y o f I M Q Q u a l i t y S y m b o l , 
t h e G e r m a n T U V A s s o c i a t i o n d o 
s o m e i n v e s t i g a t i o n a n d s o m e f a c ­
t o r i e s a n d i n s p e c t i o n o f f a c t o r i e s 
a n d p r o d u c t i o n f o r C h i n a . 

I n a d d i t i o n t o a d o p t i n g i m p o r t 
l i c e n s i n g m e a s u r e s , t h e c o m m o d ­
i t y i n s p e c t i o n b u r e a u h a s a l s o 
a d o p t e d m o r e f l e x i b l e w a y s t o 
e x e m p t a s m a l l n u m b e r o f i m ­
p o r t e d p r o d u c t s f r o m l i c e n c e 
p r o c e d u r e s a n d i m p o r t e d 2 , 4 0 8 
v e h i c l e s a n d 6 4 4 m o t o r s f o r t e c h ­
n o l o g i c a l a n d s c i e n t i f i c r e s e a r c h . 
O f t h e s e , 9 5 p e r c e n t o f p r o d u c t s 
a r e m a d e i n J a p a n . T h i s f l e x i b l e 
p o l i c y speeds u p i m p o r t a p p r o v a l 
f o r v e h i c l e a n d m o t o r l i c e n c e s . 
T h e r e a r e n o w 1 2 f a c t o r i e s f r o m 
e i g h t c o u n t r i e s a p p l y i n g f o r v e h i ­
c l e i m p o r t l i c e n c e s a n d f i v e f a c ­
t o r i e s f r o m t w o c o u n t r i e s a n d 
o n e r e g i o n f o r m o t o r i m p o r t l i c ­
ences , i n c l u d i n g t h e H o n d a C o . 
o f J a p a n . 

by L i Ning 

Chinese Films go 
International 

I n r e c e n t y e a r s , o u t s t a n d i n g 
C h i n e s e f i l m s h a v e g r a d u a l l y 
g a i n e d r e c o g n i t i o n i n t h e w o r l d 
m a r k e t . I n t h e p a s t t h r e e y e a r s 
a l o n e , a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1 ,000 n e w 
f i l m s a n d 5 0 0 v i d e o s f r o m C h i ­
n a ' s m a i n l a n d h a v e b e e n d i s t r i ­
b u t e d t o 3 0 c o u n t r i e s a n d r e ­
g i o n s . 

T h e C h i n e s e F i l m I m p o r t a n d 
E x p o r t C o r p . ( C F I E C ) h a s a l ­
r e a d y e s t a b l i s h e d f r i e n d l y t r a d e 
r e l a t i o n s w i t h m o r e t h a n 100 f o r ­
e i g n f i l m d i s t r i b u t o r s w h i c h h a v e 
t h e r i g h t o f d i s t r i b u t i o n t o c i n e ­
m a s , T V a n d v i d e o a n d f o r e x h i ­
b i t i o n s . 

P r e s e n t l y , C h i n e s e f i l m s a r e 
d i s t r i b u t e d b y t h e C F I E C ' s P a r i s 
o f f i c e f o r s h o w i n g s i n c i n e m a s , 
o r o n T V i n E u r o p e a n c i t i e s 
i n c l u d i n g P a r i s , L o n d o n , R o m e 

a n d M a d r i d . I n J u l y 1 9 9 0 , t h e 
S p a n i s h C e n t r a l T V f p r t h e f i r s t 
t i m e s h o w e d n i n e C h i n e s e - m a d e 
f e a t u r e f i l m s a m o n g w h i c h t h e 
Great Parade a n d My Memories 
of Old Beijing w e r e w a r m l y r e ­
c e i v e d . T h e C F I E C L o s A n g e l e s 
o f f i c e d i s t r i b u t e s o v e r 3 0 0 f i l m s 
a n n u a l l y . S i n c e c o - o p e r a t i o n be ­
t w e e n t h e C F I E C a n d t h e Ja ­
p a n e s e T o k u m a C o . w a s es t a -
b h s h e d i n t h e 1970s , C h i n e s e 
f i l m s h a v e b e e n s h o w n a t s p e c i a l 
f i l m e x h i b i t s a n d o t h e r c u l t u r a l 
a c t i v i t i e s i n J a p a n . I n 1988 , Hi­
biscus Town c a u s e d s u c h a sensa ­
t i o n t h a t i t w a s s h o w n f o r e i g h t 
w e e k s s t r a i g h t i n J a p a n . T h e f i l m 
Red Sorghum w a s a l s o a b i g h i t . 
J a p a n p u r c h a s e s s e v e r a l C h i n e s e 
f e a t u r e a n d s h o r t f i l m s e a c h 
y e a r . 

I n 1989 , t h e f i l m Grand Found­
ing Ceremony of New China h a d 
a 141-day r u n i n H o n g K o n g a n d 
t i c k e t sa les o f 5 0 , 0 0 0 . T h i s w a s a 
r e c o r d r u n i n H o n g K o n g f o r a 
m a i n l a n d - p r o d u c e d f i l m . I n t h e 
p a s t t h r e e y e a r s , 178 f i l m s f r o m 
t h e m a i n l a n d h a v e b e e n s h o w n a t 
11 f i l m e x h i b i t i o n s i n H o n g K o n g . 
A t p r e s e n t , t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n 
r i g h t s f o r m a n y m a i n l a n d f i l m s 
s u c h as Red Sorghum a n d A 
Dream of the Red Mansions h a v e 
b e e n b o u g h t b y T a i w a n . A p a r t 
o f t h e f i l m s e r i a l Forbidden City 
h a s a p p e a r e d o n T a i w a n T V a n d 
m o r e t h a n 9 0 c a r t o o n s h a v e e n ­
t e r e d t h e T a i w a n f i l m m a r k e t . 

B e t w e e n 1988 a n d S e p t e m b e r 
1 9 9 0 , m o r e t h a n 3 0 0 C h i n e s e 
f i l m s w e r e s h o w n a t 5 0 i n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l f i l m f e s t i v a l c o m p e t i t i o n s . 
A m o n g t h e m , 61 g a r n e r e d 7 2 
a w a r d s . • 

A Venture Between 
China, Malaysia 

T h e f i r s t S i n o - M a l a y s i a n 
d o m e s t i c a p p l i a n c e j o i n t v e n t u r e , 
t h e G o l d e n H o r s e D o m e s t i c A p ­
p l i a n c e C o . L t d . , w i l l f o r m a l l y 
o p e n i n P e n a n g , M a l a y s i a i n 
A p r i l . 
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T h e c o - o p e r a t i o n b e t w e e n 
t h e S h a n d o n g G o l d e n D r a g o n 
D o m e s t i c A p p l i a n c e F a c t o r y a n d 
t w o M a l a y s i a n c o m p a n i e s w i l l 
e n a b l e C h i n a ' s d o m e s t i c a p p l i ­
a n c e p r o d u c e r t o e x p o r t b o t h s o f ­
t w a r e a n d h a r d w a r e . 

T h e c o n t r a c t s t i p u l a t e s t h a t 
C h i n a w i l l d e s i g n a n d i n s t a l l a n 
a s s e m b l y l i n e , a t e s t l i n e f o r e l e c ­
t r i c f a n s , a n d w i l l s e n d e n g i n e e r s 
a n d m a n a g e r i a l p e r s o n n e l t o 
w o r k i n t h e j o i n t v e n t u r e . M a l a y ­
s ia w i l l p r o v i d e f o u r p l a s t i c i n ­
j e c t o r s . T h e v e n t u r e w i l l l e a s e 
8 0 , 0 0 0 s q u a r e f e e t o f w o r k s h o p s 
a n d w a r e h o u s e s . 

T h e v e n t u r e w i l l p r o d u c e 2 4 0 , -
0 0 0 e l e c t r i c f a n s , b e a u t y w a r e , 
m a s s a g e a p p a r a t u s a n d o t h e r 
s m a l l d o m e s t i c a p p l i a n c e s a n ­
n u a l l y . 

T h e f a c t o r y d i r e c t o r s a i d t h a t 
h i s f a c t o r y ' s p r o d u c t s h a v e b e e n 
s o l d i n 2 4 c o u n t r i e s a n d r e g i o n s 
i n S o u t h e a s t A s i a , E u r o p e a n d 
A m e r i c a . T h e a m o u n t o f p r o d ­
u c t s o r d e r e d i n 1 9 9 1 h a s a l r e a d y 
e x p e c t e d t o e x c e e d l a s t y e a r ' s 
o u t p u t b y 1.5 t i m e s . 

A t p r e s e n t , t h e f a c t o r y h a s a l s o 
r e a c h e d a g r e e m e n t s o n e s t a b l i s h ­
i n g j o i n t v e n t u r e s i n A r m e n i a o f 
t h e S o v i e t U n i o n a n d T h a i l a n d . 
• 

First E.China 
Export Fair 

F o l l o w i n g t r a d e f a i r s i n T i a n -
j i n a n d D a l i a n , C h i n a ' s t h i r d r e ­
g i o n a l t r a d e f a i r , t h e 1 9 9 1 E a s t 
C h i n a E x p o r t C o m m o d i t y F a i r , 
w a s h e l d i n S h a n g h a i f r o m 
M a r c h 5 t o 14 . 

T h e f a i r , s p o n s o r e d b y S h a n g ­
h a i a n d i t s n e i g h b o u r i n g J i a n g -
s u , Z h e j i a n g , A n h u i a n d J i a n g x i 
p r o v i n c e s as w e l l as N a n j i n g a n d 
N i n g b o , a t t r a c t e d p a r t i c i p a n t s 
f r o m 6 0 7 s p e c i a l i z e d f o r e i g n 
t r a d e c o r p o r a t i o n s , i n d u s t r y -
t r a d e e n t e r p r i s e s , f o r e i g n - f u n d e d 
e n t e r p r i s e s a n d j o i n t v e n t u r e s . 

S o m e 2 0 , 0 0 0 s q u a r e m e t r e s o f 
f l o o r space h o u s e d 15 e x h i b i t i o n 

h a l l s a t t h e f a i r . S e v e n t r a d e 
g r o u p s e x h i b i t e d t e x t i l e s , m e t a l s , 
m i n e r a l s , m a c h i n e r y , c h e m i c a l s , 
p h a r m a c e u t i c s , l i g h t i n d u s t r i a l 
p r o d u c t s , h a n d i c r a f t s a n d f a r m 
a n d s i d e l i n e p r o d u c e . A b o u t 1 0 , -
0 0 0 b u s i n e s s m e n f r o m o v e r 1 0 0 
c o u n t r i e s a n d r e g i o n s d i s c u s s e d 
i m p o r t , e x p o r t , p r o c e s s i n g w i t h 
s u p p l i e d m a t e r i a l s , c o m p e n s a t o ­
r y t r a d e , t e c h n o l o g i c a l t r a d e a n d 
i n v e s t m e n t o p p o r t u n i t i e s . 

T h e s e v e n h o s t p r o v i n c e s a n d 
c i t i e s i n eas t C h i n a a r e i d e a l l y 
s i t u a t e d a n d e n j o y a f l o u r i s h i n g 
i n d u s t r i a l a n d a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d ­
u c t i o n a n d c o m m o d i t y e c o n o m y . 
T h e a r e a ' s e x p o r t s m a k e u p o n e -
f o u r t h o f C h i n a ' s t o t a l . I n 1 9 9 0 , 
t h e v a l u e o f t o t a l e x p o r t s r e a c h e d 
U S $ 1 1 . 7 6 b i l l i o n , o f w h i c h 
S h a n g h a i g e n e r a t e d U S $ 5 . 3 2 b i l ­
l i o n , J i a n g s u U S $ 2 . 9 5 b i l l i o n , 
Z h e j i a n g U S $ 2 . 2 6 b i l l i o n , A n ­
h u i U S $ 6 5 0 m i l l i o n a n d J i a n g x i 
U S $ 5 6 0 m i l l i o n . A f t e r t h e i r i n ­
d e p e n d e n t p l a n n i n g p o w e r w a s 
g r a n t e d b y t h e S t a t e C o u n c i l , 
f o r e i g n t r a d e i n N a n j i n g , t h e 
c a p i t a l o f J i a n g s u P r o v i n c e , a n d 
N i n g b o , a c o a s t a l c i t y o f Z h e ­
j i a n g P r o v i n c e , m a d e s t r i k i n g 
p r o g r e s s . A t p r e s e n t , eas t C h i n a ' s 
s e v e n p r o v i n c e s a n d c i t i e s h a v e 
e s t a b l i s h e d s o u n d e c o n o m i c a n d 
t r a d e r e l a t i o n s w i t h t e n s o f t h o u ­
s a n d s o f c l i e n t s f r o m m o r e t h a n 
1 7 0 c o u n t r i e s a n d r e g i o n s . 

b y D a i G a n g 

News in Brief 
• T h e T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n 

B u r e a u o f H u n a n P r o v i n c e 
s i g n e d a c o n t r a c t i n m i d -
F e b r u a r y w i t h t h e B u l l S . A . 
C o . o f F r a n c e f o r b u y i n g 
f i v e D P S 7 0 0 0 / A 1 m e d i u m -
s i z e d c o m p u t e r s a n d f i v e h i g h ­
s p e e d M a t h i l d e M P 6 0 9 0 . 2 n o n ­
i m p a c t p r i n t e r s w i t h a F r e n c h 
l o a n o f 8 . 8 - m i l l i o n f r a n c s . 

C o m p u t e r s , r e s p e c t i v e l y i n ­
s t a l l e d i n C h a n g s h a , H e n g y a n g , 
Y u e y a n g , Z h u z h o u a n d X i a n g -
t a n , w i l l b e u s e d f o r a u t o m a t i c 

c h a r g i n g s y s t e m s a n d e n t e r p r i s e 
m a n a g e m e n t . T h e B u l l S . A . C o . 
w i l l s e n d e x p e r t s t o C h a n g s h a f o r 
t e c h n i c a l g u i d a n c e . 

• T h e A i r p o r t T e c h n o l o g y a n d 
E q u i p m e n t S e m i n a r s p o n s o r e d 
j o i n t l y b y t h e 4 8 - M e m b e r 
B r i t i s h - C h i n e s e T r a d e G r o u p 
a n d C h i n a A i r M a t e r i a l C o . w a s 
o p e n e d i n B e i j i n g F e b r u a r y 2 5 . 

T h e s e m i n a r i s t h e f i r s t o f i t s 
k i n d h e l d i n C h i n a . T h e p a r t i ­
c i p a n t s w e r e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f 
m o r e t h a n 4 0 C h i n e s e u n i t s , i n ­
c l u d i n g t h e C i v i l A v i a t i o n A d ­
m i n i s t r a t i o n o f C h i n a ( C A A C ) , 
C h i n a N a t i o n a l E l e c t r i c s I m p o r t 
& E x p o r t C o r p . , B a n k o f C h i n a , 
N a t i o n a l M e t e o r o l o g i c a l B u r e a u , 
M i n i s t r y o f t h e A e r o n a u t i c s a n d 
A s t r o n a u t i c s I n d u s t r y , a n d t h o s e 
f r o m m o r e t h a n t e n B r i t i s h c o m ­
p a n y g r o u p s i n c l u d i n g t h e A i r ­
p o r t G r o u p s a n d t h e B a r c l a y s 
B a n k L t d . 

T h e 4 8 - M e m b e r B r i t i s h -
C h i n e s e T r a d e G r o u p w a s e s t a ­
b l i s h e d o n J a n u a r y 1 , 1 9 9 1 . A n 
i n t e g r a t i o n o f t w o o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
w h i c h e n g a g e d i n t r a d e w i t h 
C h i n a f o r o v e r 3 5 y e a r s , t h e 
B r i t i s h - C h i n e s e T r a d e A s s o c i a ­
t i o n a n d t h e 4 8 - M e m b e r B r i t i s h -
C h i n e s e T r a d e G r o u p , t h e g r o u p 
i s n o w t h e o n l y g o v e r n m e n t a l o r ­
g a n i z a t i o n w o r k i n g f o r t h e p r o m ­
o t i o n o f t h e t r a d e w i t h C h i n a . I t s 
m e m b e r s a r e m a j o r c o r p o r a t i o n s 
i n B r i t a i n . 

B y t h e e n d o f 1990 , t h e B a n k o f 
C h i n a h a d e s t a b l i s h e d b u s i n e s s 
r e l a t i o n s w i t h m o r e t h a n 3 , 8 0 0 
b r a n c h e s o f 1,422 b a n k s f r o m 
o v e r 153 c o u n t r i e s a n d r e g i o n s . 

A t p r e s e n t , i n a d d i t i o n t o set­
t l i n g a c c o u n t s o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
t r a d e a n d n o n - t r a d e , t h e B a n k 
o f C h i n a s i g n s r e c i p r o c a l a g r e e ­
m e n t s , d i s t r i b u t e s a n d re l eases 
c a p i t a l , i n v e s t s a n d i s s u e s s e c u r ­
i t i e s . I t a l s o sets u p f o r e i g n -
f u n d e d f i n a n c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s a t 
h o m e a n d a b r o a d , s p o n s o r s s e m ­
i n a r s , t r a i n s p e r s o n n e l a n d p r o v ­
i d e s t r u s t a n d c o n s u l t i n g ser ­
v i c e s . 

b y K o u Z h e n g l i n g 
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CULTURE / SCIENCE 

Sino-Soviet Opera Collaboration 

Despite the deafening noise 
of building construction 
in the Central Opera 

Theatre, Shakespeare's The 
Taming of the Shrew was pre­
sented in the cold, poorly 
equipped rehearsal hall. Direct­
ed by G.Anssimov, a well-known 
Soviet opera director, and staged 
in Beijing by the Central Opera 
Theatre on New Year's day, 
1991, this was the first time 
China has presented a Shakes­
pearean play on the opera stage. 

The opera was first adapted 
from Shakespeare's play by com­
poser V.Shebalin in the 1950s. 
Anssimov worked with Shebalin 
to make improvements, and di­
rected its first performance in 
1957. Later, Anssimov directed 
the second libretto of the opera. 
The recent performance in Bei­
jing was the third libretto he has 
directed. Anssimov said a reper­
toire should often be altered and 
adapted to suit the different 
casts, audiences and social con­
ditions. Otherwise, the opera 
would lose its appeal. 

As a comedy written with op­
era seria techniques, the opera 
combines modern opera music 

with Shakespeare's superb char­
acterization, containing a Rus­
sian flavour. 

For Anssimov, an opera actor 
or actress should be an artist who 
participates in the artistic crea­
tivity of the opera with his or her 
voice. He or she should lend their 
voice to the music rather than 
stand apart in order to portray 
the nature and fate and the 
nuances of the play. 

So, when Anssimov selected 
the cast, he went against the 
usual procedure that begins with 
singing auditions. Instead, he 
held acting auditions and asked 
each participant to act what was 
to be sung. Sometimes, he would 
play the provisional characters 
and create the situations to enh­
ance the participant's perform­
ance. During the rehearsals, he 
realized that many of the young 
cast lacked stage experience, so 
the rehearsals became acting 
training classes. He would vivid­
ly describe the characters' psyche 
and the main thread of the play 
so that the cast could play the 
roles based on a deeper under­
standing of the libretto and char­
acters in it, rather than just imi-

G. AnssimoT directing The Taming of the Shrew. ZHOUHUAYIN 

tating a stereotype. He made a 
humorous analogy of his pro­
cess: "A blank film is placed in a 
chemical liquid. By shaking it, 
a vague figure will appear, and 
then from the blurred film a 
clear, sharp image will appear." 
After two months of training, all 
the cast were able to play their 
roles with ease. 

The cast's acting ability im­
proved on the whole throughout 
the rehearsal period, according 
to Liu Shirong, a renowned 
theorist in play music and chair­
man of the Art Committee of the 
Central Opera Theatre. He attri­
buted this to the eternal appeal 
of Shakespeare, the superb adap­
tation of Shebalin and the mar­
vellous direction of Anssimov as 
well as the cast's dedication. 

Anssimov said, "The young ac­
tors and actresses of the Central 
Opera Theatre are very promis­
ing. As a director, what I can do 
is to 'open the box' and display 
what is in it. What I see is the 
theatre's potential and bright fu­
ture," he added. 

Founded in 1953, the Central 
Opera and Ballet Theatre took 
part in numerous exchanges with 
the Soviet Union, in the 1950s. 
National Chinese operas such as 
Liu Hulan, the Heroine; Song of 
the Grassland and The Marriage 
Under Chinese Scholar Tree 
were performed in the Soviet 
Union. Meanwhile, the theatre's 
early productions of Camille, 
Madame Butterfly and The 
Young Guard were finished with 
the help of Soviet directors. 

These exchanges were sus­
pended for nearly 30 years af­
ter the late 1950s. In 1985, as a 
member of the first Soviet Ar­
tists China-Visiting Delegation, 
Anssimov talked with personages 
from the Central Opera Theatre 
and the Central Conservatory of 
Music. This is the fourth time he 
has come to China, in Assimove's 
words, "to continue a new chap­
ter for the Sino-Soviet opera art 
exchanges since the 50s." 

by Feng Jing 
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Drama Tells Life of First Chinese Railway Engineer 

The drama, Zhan Tianyou, 
was recently performed in 
Beijing by the China Youth 

Art Theatre. 
Zhan Tianyou, one of the 

pioneers of modern Chinese 
science and technology, was born 
in Nanhai County, Guangdong 
Province in 1861. At a very 
young age, Zhan was enrolled in 
a teenage training class where 
Chinese students received pre­
paratory studies before going to 
study abroad. Zhan later studied 
in the United States for ten years 
and returned to China to become 
China's first railway engineer. 

From 1905 to 1909, Zhan was 
put in charge of the construction 
of the Beijing-Zhangjiakou Rail­
way Line, the first railway de­
signed and built by Chinese en­
gineers. The completion of the 
railway line struck a hard blow 
to the imperialists who cla­
moured that "A Chinese railway 
engineer has not been born yet," 
and greatly inspired the Chinese 
people. 

The drama focuses on the con­
struction of the railway line 
—the most brilliant part of 
Zhan's life and career. At the 
very beginning of the play, Zhan 
is faced with the most difficult 
and complicated section of the 
railway line. Apart from techni­
cal problems, there were also so­
cial and human obstacles; the 
bureaucrats of the Qing govern­
ment obstructed the project for 
various reasons and foreign pow­
ers tried every possible means to 
obtain rights to build the railway 
line. Under such circumstances, 
Zhan did not give up but showed 
unusual courage and persistence. 
He even guaranteed the Qing 
Court with his life that the rail­
way would be a success. Howev­
er, just as the project was about 
to be completed, news came that 
the Qing government had decid­

ed to sell the con­
struction rights. This 
was a fatal blow for 
Zhan. It was not only 
a tragedy for Zhan 
but for the whole na­
tion. 

Although the dra­
ma gives an ample 
description of Zhan 
Tianyou, it is not sim­
ply a historical or 
biographical play. Set 
against a vast histor­
ical background, the 
drama describes the 
courage, personality 
and idealism of a pa­
triotic Chinese engi­
neer. 

"We attempted to 
expose the great pa­
triotic spirit and na­
tional dignity that 
Zhan possessed and 
the sacrifice he made 
to his motherland," 
said Zhang Qihong, 
director of the drama. 
Using realism, the 
drama also possesses 
romantic and legen­
dary colour with a 
tragic element which 
all contribute to the 
ideological and artistic unity of 
the play. 

The theme song of the drama 
is particularly poignant; "At the 
foot of the Great Wall Wild 
grasses grow. We chisel out tun­
nels, build up bridges and rail­
way lines to wipe out our nation­
al shame. We struggle hard 
for prosperity In the country's 
name." 

The song is the expression of 
those who built the railway and 
the heart beat of the Chinese 
people. 

The stage setting was very in­
novative and deeply impressed 
the audience. The front setting 

CAO Z H I G A N G 

A scene from the drama: Zhan Tianyou (left). 
was created by borrowing some 
techniques from traditional Pek­
ing Opera whereby the settings 
are not always actually depicted, 
but rather indicated by the per­
formance of the actors. The dis­
tant scenes, by contrast, are more 
realistic. 

An Guotao, who plays Zhan 
Tianyou in the drama, is a veter­
an actor who excels in historical 
plays. He said, "To play a char­
acter well, you need not only act­
ing skills, but you must also un­
derstand your hero." 

The script of the drama won 
a national award in the early 
1980s. by Cai Tiliang 
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Yandi Emperor—From Legend to History 

At the end of 1990, a sem­
inar on the study of the 
Yandi Emperor and re­

lated ancient Chinese culture 
was held in Suizhou City, 
Hubei Province in southern 
China. Over 100 scholars at­
tended the seminar. 

Yandi, also known as Shen-
nong (the God of Agricul­
ture), is one of the two earliest 
ancestors of the Chinese civil­
ization as recorded in Chinese 
historical writings and popu­
larized by Chinese mythology. 
The other one is Huangdi, the 
Yellow Emperor, who, though 
he lived in a later historical 
period, has a more popular 
image among the Chinese 
people. Consequently, the 
Chinese all refer themselves as 
the descendents of the Yandi 
and Huangdi emperors. 

At the seminar, scholars 
confirmed that the Yandi Em­
peror was a native of Lishan 
in Suizhou City, Hubei Prov­
ince, negating the long-time 
controversial belief that Yan­
di was a native of Qishan in 
Shaanxi Province. 

Scientists agreed that the 
Yandi Emperor was the father 
of the ancient civilization of 
the Yangtze River area, a 
fact supported by geographi­
cal books, historical docu­
ments, unearthed relics and 
local customs. 

Suizhou is a mountainous 
area, abundant in rivers, lakes 
and verdant forests. The city, 
with its mild temperatures 
and plentiful rainfall, was an 
ideal dwelling place for an­
cient Chinese tribes. Not far 
away from Suizhou is the 
world-famous ancient Shen-
nong Forest, a name derived 
from the Yandi (Shennong) 
Emperor. The environment 
and the climate are still ident­

ical to that of the Yandi time 
as described in historical re­
cords. But Qishan, part of the 
Loess Plateau, is dry and de­
solate, hardly an ideal birth­
place of ancient Chinese civil­
ization. 

The large number of histor­
ical finds also lend weight to 
the belief that Suizhou was 
one of the cradles of ancient 
Chinese civilization. The 
"Shennong Cave" in Lishan 
is believed to be one of the 
dwelling places of the ancient 
tribes where a large number of 
stone ware, bone needles and 
fire remains have been found. 
In addition, there are other 
historical sites such as the 
"Shennong Well" and the 
"Shennong Temple" as well as 
a large number of ancient cul­
tural relics and tombs that 
have been found. 

At the seminar, scientists 
delivered dozens of research 
papers, making a detailed an­
alysis into the subject. They 
discovered that more than 100 
Chinese historical books state 
that Lishan was the home of 
the Yandi Emperor. 

The local people, generation 
after generation, have wor­
shipped Yandi as their ances­
tor. They hold various cele­
brations each year in memory 
of Yandi, a practice seldom 
found in other parts of the 
country. In many parts of Hu­
bei Province, Yandi is wor­
shipped as the God of Fire. 
Yandi, in Chinese, means the 
Fire Emperor, a title given by 
his descendents to remember 
his invention of fire, just as he 
is also called Shennong, God 
of Agriculture, for his inven­
tions in agricultural technol­
ogy. 

Also discussed at the semi­
nar were the great contribu­

tions made by Yandi to early 
Chinese civilization. Yandi is 
the most eminent father of 
Chinese agricultural civiliza­
tion. He played a great role 
in promoting the transition of 
Chinese society from a primi­
tive level to an agricultural 
age. He invented many agri­
cultural tools and developed 
agricultural technology. The 
special Chinese historical 
work, "Shennong" contains 14 
articles devoted to the life sto­
ry of the Yandi Emperor. 

Yandi is also believed to be 
the father of Chinese her­
bal medicine. Many histor­
ical works give accounts of his 
medical practices. The first 
Chinese medical work is 
called "Shennong's Book of 
Medical Herbs." 

At the seminar, scholars 
pointed out that Yandi was an 
actual historical person but 
not a god. His great achieve­
ments were actually the com­
mon work of the ancient peo­
ple among whom Yandi was 
the most celebrated. 

According to Li Wenlie, 
mayor of Suizhou City, since 
1980, Suizhou has received 
over 10,000 visitors from both 
at home and abroad. A nation­
al Yandi Culture Research So­
ciety has been founded and 
memorial organizations have 
been set up in 30 countries 
and regions. The city has allo­
cated over 10 million yuan to 
establish tourism and a huge 
statue of the Yandi Emperor. 
In February this year, repre­
sentatives from Yandi memo­
rial organizations throughout 
the world came to Suizhou to 
take part in celebrations and 
academic activities. 

by Liu Jianjun 
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' L i u Bei, a historical figure 
in R o m a n c e of T h r e e K i n g d o m s 

He Xiangu, an immortal in the 
legend the Eight Immortals. 

Zhuge Liang, a clever 
strategist in 
R o m a n c e of T h r e e K i n g d o m s . 

Shadow Play Art 
I n a s h a d o w p l a y , o n e o f 

C h i n a ' s a n c i e n t f o l k a r t s , p u p p e ­
t e e r s m a n i p u l a t e f i g u r e s c a r v e d 
o u t o f c o w a n d d o n k e y h i d e i n 
f r o n t o f a b r i g h t l i g h t a n d b e ­
h i n d a t r a n s l u c e n t s c r e e n . I T i e 
s h a d o w p l a y f i g u r e s h e r e w e r e 
c r e a t e d b y s h a d o w p l a y a r t i s t 
W a n g C h a n g s h e n g w h o w a s 
b o r n i n N a n j i n g i n 1 9 3 8 . 

A R T P A Q E 

Monkey King (Sun Wukong) Fighting 
Against the Yellow Wolf Spirit in 
a scene from f o u m e y to t h e West. Wang Changsherig manipulates a 

figure during a shadow play. 



We specialize in: 
B i c y c l e s , s e w i n g m a c h i n e s , w a t c h e s , a l a r m c l o c k s , s t a i n l e s s s t e e l t a b l e w a r e a n d 

k i t c h e n u t e n s i l s , g l a s s w a r e , e n a m e l w a r e , l e a t h e r e t t e a n d p l a s t i c s u i t c a s e s , ' p l a s t i c 
p a c k i n g p r o d u c t s , fishing n e t a n d l i n e , h a r d w a r e , b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s , c l e a n s e r s a n d 
c o s m e t i c s , e l e c t r i c ^ a p p l i a n c e s , e t c . 

O u r c o r p o r a t i o n a d o p t s v a r i e d , 
flexible t r a d e m e t h o d s a n d w i l l 
u s e s u c h t r a n s a c t i o n s a s s p o t e x ­
c h a n g e , a c c o u n t i n g , c o m p e n s a t o r y 
a n d b a r t e r t r a d e , c o o p e r a t i v e e n ­
t e r p r i s e s , j o i n t v e n t u r e , p r o c e s s i n g 
w i t h i m p o r t e d m a t e r i a l s , p r o c e s s ­
i n g w i t h c l i e n t s u p p l i e d m a t e r i ­
a l s a n d s a m p l e s , m a n u f a c t u r e o f 

Tianjin Light Industrial Products 
Import & Export Corporation 
164 Liaoning Road, Tianjin, China 
Fax: (22) 700196 TLX 23142 TJLIP CN 
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