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NOTES FROM THE EDITORS 

The Dalai Lama's Human Rights Records 
by Bu Wen 

rrihe Dalai Lama is now travelling around the 
I world giving glib talk about human rights, 

JL "love and sympathy" and "non-violence," and, 
in a compassionate tone, appealing for the restora
tion of the Tibetan people's "human rights." Since 
the Dalai Lama is the leading figure of Lamaism 
and a winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, people 
naturally believe that under the rule of the Dalai 
Lama the Tibetan people were in their happiest time 
and that they enjoyed their highest level of freedom 
and human rights. To discover the truth, this author 
studied many records and files. The following, how
ever, is just a small portion of the voluminous 
records about the human rights situation in Tibet 
under the rule of the Dalai Lama. 

To begin with, this is a copy of a contract regard
ing the compensated transfer of a young girl: 

"Hereupon, the daughter of Soinnam Butri, serf 
of zhacang of the Nechung Monastery. After her 
mother died, the girl, named Lhaba, was adopted by 
Aidingba. The butler of the chief lama of the Ne
chung Monastery has paid Aidingba 12 zhanggak 
(old Tibetan monetary unit) of silver for the adop
tion. Now this girl is to be transferred to Chaiba [a 
kind of serf] Drongdopa, and a contract specifying 
additional corvee is signed. According to the con
tract, in the future, Drongdopa must unconditional
ly render corvee services both inside and outside the 
monastery and accept at any time the assignment of 
the Living Buddhas and other officials. The girl 
must also spare no effort in rendering her services. 
Drongdopa may consider and decide on the girl's 
marriage in the future. But the descendants of the 
girl will continue to be included in the register book 
of zhacang of the Nechung Monastery. This term 
may not be violated. Should any deceitful behaviour 
or similar action occur, it will not be tolerated and, 
no matter whoever this person may be, severe pun
ishment will be meted out to him. 

Contractor: The Drongdo 
Family Lhaba (finger print) 

Guarantor: Jebu (finger print) 
The 10th day of the 2nd 

month of the Fire Dragon 
Year of the Tibetan calendar" 

It should be noted here that at that time 95 
percent of the Tibetans belonged to their masters for 
generation after generation, and that those in this 
position were called "shumin (serf)." chaiba was a 
serf who tilled the land for their masters gratis 
and rendered all sorts of corvee services. The owners 
of serfs, the estate-holders, accounted for 5 percent 

of the Tibetan population and were composed of 
lamas of the monasteries, officials and aristocrats. 

In old Tibet, human beings could be traded. The 
following is the full text of a contract on the trade 
of serfs between two estate-holders: 

"After negotiation, the Riqu Monastery and its 
benefactor Pongyashung have agreed to trade Ngo-
drup, son of the Buddhist hall guard and serf of the 
Riqu Monastery, with Tenzin Wangyal, son of Zhe-
gya Jamyang Wangyal and serf of Pongyashung. In 
the future, Pongyashung will become the owner of 
all the descendants of the above-mentioned Ngo-
drup, while the Riqu Monastery will become the 
owner of all the descendants of Tenzin Wangyal. 
The agreement has been reached. To ensure that 
none of the two parties will make any alteration or 
raise any objection in the future, this contract is 
hereby concluded. With two copies, this contract 
serves as a proof. 

Treasurer of Shenri (seal) 
Treasurer of the Riqu Monastery 

(official seal) 
The 1st day of the sixth month 

of the Water Tiger Year of 
the Tibetan calendar" 

In old Tibet, human beings could also be used to 
pay debts. The following are two indentures on the 
payment of debts by giving members of the debtors' 
family to the creditors. 

Indenture I: The text of the indenture signed by 
serf Cewang Raodeng and his wife on paying their 
debts by selling their daughter and baby son: 

"Cewang Raodeng and his wife, serf of the Duo-
song Manor, unable to pay the large amounts of 
silver for the grain they owed to Dekang of Nedong, 
have to pay their debts by giving their daughter 
Gensong Dundan and baby son Bema Danzin to 
Dekang. The descendants of the above-mentioned 
two children will all become the serf of Dekang." 

Indenture II : The text of the indenture by which 
Zhaxi Quda agreed to let his sister Cering Lhamo 
pay his debt to Lharang by rendering free labour 
service to Lharang for ten years: 

"Zhaxi Quda of the Nari Manor, who is unable 
to repay the 40 ke (about 520 kg) of grain owed to 
Lharang, has agreed to pay the debt by letting his 
sister Cering Lhamo render corvee service to Lhar
ang for ten years. Should any slight violation occurs, 
the responsible party will be punished according to 
local decrees." 

There did have been laws under the rule of 
the Dalai Lama before 1959. They included the 
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N O T E S F R O M T H E E D I T O R S 

1 3 - A r t i c l e C o d e a n d t h e 1 6 - A r t i c l e C o d e w h i c h h a d 
b e e n i n f o r c e f o r m o r e t h a n t h r e e c e n t u r i e s . U n d e r 
t h e t w o c o d e s , " p e o p l e w e r e c l a s s i f i e d i n t o t h r e e r a n k s 
— t h e u p p e r , m i d d l e a n d t h e l o w e r — e a c h r a n k w a s 
s u b - d i v i d e d i n t o t h e u p p e r , m i d d l e a n d l o w e r l e v e l s " 
a c c o r d i n g t o t h e i r b l o o d r e l a t i o n s h i p o f t h e n o b l e 
a n d t h e l o w l y a n d w i t h t h e i r p o s i t i o n . T h e T i b e t a n 
k i n g , m a j o r a n d m i n o r L i v i n g B u d d h a s a n d t h e 
n o b l e s b e l o n g e d t o t h e u p p e r r a n k , w h i l e m e r c h a n t s , 
s t a f f m e m b e r s a n d h e r d s - o w n e r s b e l o n g e d t o t h e 
m i d d l e r a n k , a n d b l a c k s m i t h s , b u t c h e r s a n d w o m e n 
b e l o n g e d t o t h e l o w e r r a n k a n d l o w e r l e v e l . T h e l i f e 
v a l u e o f p e o p l e o f v a r i o u s r a n k s w a s a l s o d i f f e r e n t . 
T h e c o d e s t i p u l a t e d , " A s p e o p l e a r e d i f f e r e n t i n r a n k 
a n d l e v e l , s o a r e t h e i r l i f e p r i c e s . " A c c o r d i n g t o t h e 
t w o codes , t h e l i f e p r i c e o f t h e p e o p l e a t t h e u p p e r 
r a n k a n d u p p e r l e v e l w a s " p r i c e l e s s . " a n d " t h e i r 
r e m a i n s a r e e q u a l t o g o l d i n a m o u n t " ; t h e l i f e p r i c e 
o f p e o p l e a t t h e u p p e r r a n k a n d m i d d l e l e v e l w a s 
e q u i v a l e n t t o 3 0 0 - 4 0 0 t a e l s o f g o l d , w h i l e t h e l i f e 
p r i c e o f b l a c k s m i t h s , b u t c h e r s a n d w o m e n w a s as 
c h e a p as " a s t r a w r o p e . " T h e r e p a r a t i o n s p r i c e f o r a 
m u r d e r e d b l a c k s m i t h o r a b u t c h e r w a s j u s t as t h e 
p r i c e o f " a s t r a w r o p e . " ( see R u l e s o n t h e L i f e P r i c e 
o f a M u r d e r e d " u n d e r A r t i c l e 7 o f t h e 1 3 - A r t i c l e 
C o d e ) . 

I n o r d e r t o s a f e g u a r d t h i s " t h r e e - r a n k - n i n e -
l e v e l " s y s t e m , t h e c o d e l a i d d o w n s e v e r e p u n i s h m e n t 
m e t e d o u t f o r ac t s b y t h e l o w e r o f f e n d i n g t h e u p p e r . 
A r t i c l e 3 o f t h e 1 3 - A r t i c l e C o d e c l e a r l y s t i p u l a t 
e d , " T h e l o w l y w h o s q u a b b l e s w i t h t h e h o n o u r 
a b l e s h o u l d b e a r r e s t e d . " A r t i c l e 8 s t i p u l a t e d , " P u n 
i s h m e n t m e t e d o u t t o t h e u p p e r a n d t h e l o w e r w h o 
h u r t o t h e r s i s d i f f e r e n t : t h e c i v i l i a n w h o h u r t s a n 
o f f i c i a l w i l l b e p u n i s h e d b y c u t t i n g o f f h i s o r h e r 
h a n d s o r l egs a c c o r d i n g t o t h e s e r i o u s n e s s o f t h e 
i n j u r y ; w h i l e a n y o w n e r w h o a c c i d e n t a l l y h u r t s a 
s e r v a n t w i l l b e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e c o s t o f t r e a t i n g 
t h e w o u n d b u t w i l l n o t be p u n i s h e d . O w n e r s w h o 
b e a t a n d w o u n d s e r v a n t s w i l l n o t h a v e t o c o m p e n 
sa t e t h e m . " I n " R u l e s o n C o r p o r a l P u n i s h m e n t f o r 
F e l o n y " u n d e r A r t i c l e 4 o f t h e 1 3 - A r t i c l e C o d e , 
c o r p o r a l p u n i s h m e n t w a s l a i d d o w n as f o l l o w s : 
G o u g i n g o u t t h e e y e s , c h o p p i n g o f f l i m b s , c u t t i n g 
o f f t h e t o n g u e , p u s h i n g t h e " o f f e n d e r " d o w n a c l i f f 
o r d r o w n i n g h i m . 

I n o l d T i b e t , n o t o n l y l o c a l g o v e r n m e n t s a t v a r 
i o u s l e v e l s set u p t r i b u n a l s a n d p r i s o n s , b u t l a r g e 
m o n a s t e r i e s , m a n o r i a l o w n e r s a n d t r i b a l c h i e f s a l s o 
c o u l d h a n d l e cases. I n a n o r d e r s i g n e d p e r s o n a l l y b y 
t h e D a l a i L a m a t o Z o m g b o n a n d o t h e r o f f i c i a l s , i t 
w a s r e a f f i r m e d t h a t t h e Z h a i b u n g M o n a s t e r y h a d 
t h e r i g h t t o h a n d l e v a r i o u s l a w s u i t cases , c o n v i c t 
t h e " o f f e n d e r s " a n d t a k e m e a s u r e m e n t o f p e n a l t y . 
T h e r e f o r e , m e t i n g o u t v a r i o u s c o r p o r a l p u n i s h m e n t s 
w a s v e r y c o m m o n i n o l d T i b e t . A m o n g t h e e x i s t i n g 
m a t e r i a l s , t h e r e a r e m a n y p h o t o s t a k e n d u r i n g t h e 
1950s u n d e r t h e D a l a i L a m a r u l e , t h e s e i n c l u d e a 
s e r f n a m e d B a b u w h o s e e y e s w e r e g o u g e d o u t b y t h e 
m a n o r i a l o w n e r , h e r d s m a n B e i m o H o n g z h e n w h o s e 
r i g h t h a n d w a s c h o p p e d o f f b y h i s m a n o r i a l o w n e r 

s i m p l y b e c a u s e h e s t o l e h a l f a s m a l l b a g o f q i n g k e 
( h i g h l a n d b a r l e y ) , h e r d s m a n T u i t u o o f A m d o C o u n 
t y w h o s e l e g w a s c h o p p e d o f f b y a t r i b a l c h i e f , a n d 
h e r d s m a n B u d e w h o s e e y e s w e r e g o u g e d o u t . V a r 
i o u s k i n d s o f d r e a d f u l i n s t r u m e n t s o f t o r t u r e a r e 
s t i l l k e p t i n t a c t t o t h i s d a t e . 

A m o n g t h e a r c h i v e s , m a c a d r e t h i n g s h a v e b e e n 
d i s c o v e r e d . T h e f o l l o w i n g a r e s o m e o r i g i n a l d o c u 
m e n t s : 

L e t t e r I : 
T r i b a l H e a d R a d a o , 

I n o r d e r t o c o n g r a t u l a t e t h e D a l a i L a m a o n h i s 
b i r t h d a y , a l l s t a f f m e m b e r s o f t h e s c h o o l o f L a m a -
i s m n e e d t o r e c i t e B u d d h i s t s u t r a s . I n o r d e r t o 
c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y c o m p l e t e t h i s r e l i g i o u s s e r v i c e , i t i s 
n e c e s s a r y t o o f f e r s a c r i f i c e o n t h e d a y , a n d a p a i r o f 
w e t i n t e s t i n e s , t w o h e a d s , v a r i o u s k i n d s o f b l o o d , a 
m a n ' s s k i n a r e u r g e n t l y n e e d e d . I t i s h o p e d t h a t y o u 
w i l l i m m e d i a t e l y s e n d t h e m i n . 

S h u s j i X i a o x i a P a k o n g 

L e t t e r I I : 
R a g a l , 

A s i t i s n e c e s s a r y t o c a r r y o u t t h e r e l i g i o u s 
s e r v i c e w i t h t h e g o d d e s s s e r v i n g f o o d , f o u r h e a d s , 
t e n p a i r s o f i n t e s t i n e s , p u r e b l o o d , s t a i n e d b l o o d , 
r u i n s s o i l , a w i d o w ' s m e n s t r u a l b l o o d , a l e p e r ' s 
b l o o d , v a r i o u s k i n d s o f f l e s h , h e a r t s , b l o o d , s h a d e 
l a n d ' s w a t e r , w h i r l w i n d s o i l , t h i s t l e s a n d t h o r n s 
g r o w i n g n o r t h w a r d , d o g ' s d u n g , h u m a n w a s t e s , a n d 
t h e b u t c h e r ' s b o o t s a r e n e e d e d , b e s u r e t o s e n d t h e m 
t o C e r q o i k a n g . 

C e r q o i k a n g 
t h e 1 9 t h 

T h e a b o v e h i s t o r i c a l r e c o r d s a r e t h e m o s t c o n v i n c 
i n g e v i d e n c e o f t h e h u m a n r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n T i b e t 
u n d e r t h e D a l a i L a m a ' s r u l e . 

T o d a y , t h e r e a r e n o m o r e " m a n o r i a l o w n e r s , " a n d 
" s e j r f s , " n o r a r e p e o p l e r e g a r d e d a s a n i n d i v i d u a l ' s 
p r o p e r t y w h i c h c a n b e b o u g h t , s o l d , t r a n s f e r r e d , 
e x c h a n g e d o r u s e d t o p a y a d e b t . P e o p l e a r e n o 
l o n g e r c l a s s i f i e d i n t o t h r e e r a n k s a n d n i n e l e v e l s , 
a n d b l a c k s m i t h s , b u t c h e r s a n d w o m e n a r e n o l o n g e r 
w o r t h j u s t a s a s t r a w r o p e , i n s t e a d , a s s t i p u l a t e d i n 
t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n , t h e y a r e m e m b e r s o f t h e w o r k i n g 
c l a s s l e a d i n g t h e c o u n t r y a n d w o m e n a r e e q u a l t o 
m e n , " h o l d i n g u p h a l f t h e s k y . " T h e r e a r e n o m o r e 
t r i b u n a l s s e t u p b y m o n a s t e r i e s , m a n o r i a l o w n e r s 
a n d t r i b a l c h i e f s a n d p u n i s h m e n t s l i k e g o u g i n g o u t 
p e o p l e ' s e y e s , c h o p p i n g o f f p e o p l e ' s h a n d s a n d l e g s 
a n d c u t t i n g o f f p e o p l e ' s t o n g u e s , n o r a r e t h e r e a n 
y o n e w h o d a r e s t o c l a i m f o r h u m a n ' s h e a d s , s k i n , 
i n t e s t i n e s a n d b l o o d . T h e D a l a i L a m a , o n c e t h e 
b i g g e s t m a n o r i a l o w n e r a n d t h e t o p m a n i n T i b e t , 
n o w r u n s a r o u n d c a m p a i g n i n g f o r r e s t o r i n g h u m a n 
r i g h t s t o t h e T i b e t a n p e o p l e , w h a t k i n d o f h u m a n 
r i g h t s d o e s h e w a n t t o r e s t o r e ? • 
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Party Chief Starts 
Tour of Moscow 

Ch i n e s e P a r t y c h i e f J i a n g Z e m 
i n s a i d t h a t h e w a s c o n v i n c e d 
t h a t t h e S o v i e t p e o p l e w o u l d 

o v e r c o m e t h e i r t e m p o r a r y d i f f i c u l 
t i e s a n d a c h i e v e " f i n a l v i c t o r y " i n 
t h e i r c a u s e o f r e f o r m . 

J i a n g m a d e t h e r e m a r k s o n M a y 
1 1 d u r i n g a n i n t e r v i e w w i t h S o 
v i e t c o r r e s p o n d e n t s f r o m t h e C e n 
t r a l T V , Tass a n d Pravda, f o u r d a y s 
b e f o r e h e l e f t f o r a n o f f i c i a l v i s i t t o 
t h e S o v i e t U n i o n . 

T h e P a r t y G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y , 
w h o w o r k e d as a n i n t e r n a t t h e M o s 
c o w M o t o r V e h i c l e M a n u f a c t u r i n g 
P l a n t 35 y e a r s a g o , b e l i e v e d h i s v i s i t 
w o u l d e n h a n c e t h e S i n o - S o v i e t r e l a 
t i o n s , w h i c h a r e " n o t o n l y i n k e e p 
i n g w i t h t h e f u n d a m e n t a l i n t e r e s t s 
a n d a s p i r a t i o n o f t h e t w o p e o p l e s , 
b u t a l s o c o n d u c i v e t o s a f e g a r d i n g 
w o r l d p e a c e a n d s t a b i l i t y . " 

C h i n a a n d t h e S o v i e t U n i o n a r e 
n e i g h b o u r i n g c o u n t r i e s , s h a r i n g a 
b o r d e r o f o v e r 7 , 0 0 0 k i l o m e t r e s . 

W h i l e r e a f f i r m i n g t h e h i s t o r i c a l 
s i g n i f i c a n c e o f t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f 
t h e S o v i e t U n i o n a n d t h e P e o p l e ' s 
R e p u b l i c o f C h i n a , J i a n g n o t e d t h a t 
t h e s o c i a l i s t s y s t e m n e e d s a r e f o r m 
as a m e a n s o f s e l f - i m p r o v e m e n t . 

C h i n a h a s c o m e a l o n g w a y i n 
r e f o r m a n d o p e n i n g t o t h e o u t s i d e 
w o r l d i n t h e p a s t d e c a d e a n d m o r e , 
e n j o y i n g f a i r l y r a p i d d e v e l o p m e n t 
o f t h e e c o n o m y , c o n s i d e r a b l e p r o 
gress i n s o c i e t y a n d n o t i c e a b l e i m 
p r o v e m e n t o f p e o p l e ' s m a t e r i a l a n d 
c u l t u r a l l i f e , h e s a i d . 

T h e P a r t y c h i e f c h a r a c t e r i z e d t h e 
r o l e o f t h e s p e c i a l e c o n o m i c z o n e s , 
i n c l u d i n g S h e n z h e n , Z h u h a i , X i a 
m e n a n d H a i n a n , as a b o o s t t o t h e 
e c o n o m y i n t h e c o a s t a l a n d o t h e r 
a r e a s o f t h e c o u n t r y . M e a n w h i l e , 
t h e y h a v e p r o v i d e d t h e o v e r a l l e c o 
n o m i c r e f o r m p r o g r a m m e i n t h e 
c o u n t r y w i t h n e w i d e a s a n d n e w 
e x p e r i e n c e s . 

D u r i n g t h e E i g h t h F i v e - Y e a r 
P l a n p e r i o d ( 1 9 9 1 - 9 5 ) , h e s a i d , 
C h i n a w i l l r u n t h e e c o n o m i c z o n e s 
s t i l l b e t t e r . A t t h e s a m e t i m e , i t w i l l 
d e v e l o p t h e N e w P u d o n g A r e a i n 
S h a n g h a i . 

J i a n g a l s o t a l k e d a b o u t t h e P a r t y 
n e w s p a p e r s ' r o l e s i n m o b i l i z i n g t h e 

p e o p l e ' s p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n r e f o r m . 
B u t i f t h e P a r t y n e w s p a p e r s m a k e 

m i s t a k e s as o p i n i o n - s h a p e r s , i t w i l l 
d e r a i l t h e c a u s e o f r e f o r m a n d o p e n 
i n g t o t h e o u t s i d e w o r l d . " I n t h i s 
r e s p e c t , w e h a v e a l r e a d y l e a r n e d o u r 
l e s s o n s , " t h e P a r t y G e n e r a l S e c r e 
t a r y s a i d . • 

MFN Status: 
Two-Way Traffic 
f - w - ^ h e e c o n o m i c a n d t r a d e t i e s b e -

I t w e e n C h i n a a n d t h e U n i t e d 
JL S t a t e s a r e o n e o f t h e p i l l a r s 

o f S i n o - A m e r i c a n r e l a t i o n s ; C h i n a 
h o p e s t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s w i l l r e n e w 
i t s m o s t - f a v o u r e d - n a t i o n ( M F N ) 
s t a t u s t o C h i n a , s a i d C h i n e s e P r e 
m i e r L i P e n g . 

L i m a d e t h e r e m a r k s o n M a y 9 i n 
B e i j i n g w h i l e m e e t i n g w i t h R o g e r 
S u l l i v a n , p r e s i d e n t o f t h e U S - C h i n a 
B u s i n e s s C o u n c i l , a n d D o n a l d A n 
d e r s o n , S u l l i v a n ' s s u c c e s s o r . 

D u r i n g t h e t w o - h o u r t a l k s , L i 
s a i d t h a t h i s g o v e r n m e n t a n d p e o p l e 
h a v e a l w a y s a t t a c h e d i m p o r t a n c e t o 
S i n o - U S r e l a t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g b i l a t e r 
a l e c o n o m i c a n d t r a d e t i e s . 

A n y f a r - s i g h t e d s t a t e s m e n w o u l d 
u n d e r s t a n d t h a t t h e r e s t o r a t i o n a n d 
d e v e l o p m e n t o f b i l a t e r a l r e l a t i o n s 
a r e i n t h e c o m m o n i n t e r e s t o f t h e 
p e o p l e o f t h e t w o c o u n t r i e s , t h e p r e 
m i e r s a i d . 

T h e U S C o n g r e s s w i l l d e c i d e o n 
C h i n a ' s M F N s t a t u s o n J u n e 3 . L i 
p o i n t e d o u t t h a t C h i n a ' s b a s i c a t t i 
t u d e t o w a r d s t h i s i s t h a t i t w i l l m a k e 
e v e r y e f f o r t t o a c h i e v e t h e b e s t r e 
s u l t w h i l e p r e p a r i n g i t s e l f f o r t h e 
w o r s t . I f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s s u s p e n d s 
t h e M F N s t a t u s t o C h i n a o r a d d s 
c o n d i t i o n s , b o t h C h i n a a n d t h e U n 
i t e d S t a t e s w i l l b e t h e l o s e r s , a n d t h e 
e c o n o m y i n H o n g K o n g a n d o t h e r 
r e g i o n s w i l l b e s e v e r e l y a f f e c t e d . 

S u c h a s i t u a t i o n i s w h a t t h e 
C h i n e s e s i d e d o e s n o t w a n t t o see , L i 
s a i d . S h o u l d i t h a p p e n , h e a d d e d , 
S i n o - A m e r i c a n r e l a t i o n s w o u l d b e 
s e r i o u s l y i m p a i r e d . A m e r i c a n i n 
d u s t r i a l a n d b u s i n e s s i n t e r e s t s i n 
C h i n a w o u l d l o s e a p o t e n t i a l h u g e 
m a r k e t . 

T h e p r e m i e r n o t e d t h a t t h e sus 
p e n s i o n o f t h e M F N s t a t u s w o u l d 
a l s o d o h a r m t o C h i n a ' s r e f o r m a n d 

o p e n p o l i c y . T h i s w i l l b e i n c o n t r a d 
i c t i o n w i t h t h e U S s t a t e m e n t t h a t 
t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s h o p e s C h i n a w i l l 
c o n t i n u e w i t h i t s r e f o r m a n d o p e n 
i n g t o t h e o u t s i d e w o r l d . 

B u t , s h o u l d C h i n a ' s M F N s t a t u s 
b e s u s p e n d e d , t h e c o u n t r y ' s r e f o r m 
a n d o p e n i n g w i l l c o n t i n u e as u s u a l 
as i t i s a b a s i c s t a t e p o l i c y d r a f t 
e d a c c o r d i n g t o C h i n a ' s p a r t i c u l a r 
n e e d s . 

D u r i n g t h e m e e t i n g , S u l l i v a n s a i d 
t h a t h e h a s e x c h a n g e d v i e w s w i t h 
l e a d e r s o f v a r i o u s C h i n e s e d e p a r t 
m e n t s d u r i n g h i s s t a y a n d h i s i m 
p r e s s i o n i s t h a t C h i n a i s s i n c e r e i n 
i m p r o v i n g a n d d e v e l o p i n g i t s t i e s 
w i t h t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . 

H e s a i d t h a t h i s c o u n c i l d o e s 
n o t w a n t t o see U S - C h i n a r e l a t i o n s 
h a r m e d , a n d t h e e x t e n s i o n o f C h i 
n a ' s M F N s t a t u s i s a l s o i n A m e r i c a ' s 
o w n i n t e r e s t s . 

M e a n w h i l e , W u J i a n m i n , a 
C h i n e s e F o r e i g n M i n i s t r y s p o k e s 
m a n , c a l l e d t h e M F N t r e a t m e n t b e 
t w e e n t h e t w o c o u n t r i e s a " c o r n e r 
s t o n e i n S i n o - A m e r i c a n e c o n o m i c 
a n d t r a d e r e l a t i o n s . " I t b e n e f i t s 
b o t h , b u t i s n o t a u n i l a t e r a l f a v o u r 
b e s t o w e d b y o n e s i d e t o t h e o t h e r . 

W u w a s a n s w e r i n g a n A m e r i c a n 
c o r r e s p o n d e n t ' s q u e s t i o n s o n U S 
U n d e r - S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e R o b e r t 
K i m m i t t ' s r e c e n t v i s i t t o C h i n a a n d 
o n C h i n a ' s a t t i t u d e t o t h e M F N s t a 
t u s i s s u e . K i m m i t t c a m e t o C h i n a 
f o r p o l i t i c a l c o n s u l t a t i o n s . 

W u s a i d t h a t t h e m u t u a l o f f e r i n g 
o f M F N t r e a t m e n t b e t w e e n C h i n a 
a n d t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s b e n e f i t s b o t h 
c o u n t r i e s . 

I n 1 9 7 9 , t h e t o t a l S i n o - U S t r a d e 
v o l u m e w a s o n l y U S $ 2 . 4 5 b i l l i o n ; , 
b u t t h e f i g u r e r o s e t o U S $ 1 1 . 7 6 b i l 
l i o n i n 1 9 9 0 , h e s a i d . 

Q u o t i n g a C h i n e s e s a y i n g t h a t 
" o n e p a l m c a n n o t c l a p , " W u s a i d , 
" t h e r a p i d g r o w t h o f S i n o - A m e r i c a n 
e c o n o m i c a n d t r a d e r e l a t i o n s i s o b 
v i o u s l y b a s e d o n m u t u a l i n t e r e s t s . " 

C a n c e l l a t i o n o f s u c h t r e a t m e n t 
w i l l n o t o n l y a f f e c t C h i n a ' s e x p o r t s 
t o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a n d U S e x p o r t s 
t o C h i n a , b u t a l s o h a r m t h e i n t e r e s t s 
o f A m e r i c a n c o n s u m e r s a t h o m e 
a n d A m e r i c a n i n v e s t o r s i n C h i n a , as 
w e l l as t h e e c o n o m y i n H o n g K o n g , 
W u s a i d . 

A l s o , t h e U S e c o n o m i c r e l a t i o n s 
w i t h t h e A s i a - P a c i f i c r e g i o n , w h i c h 
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r e m a i n s t h e m o s t d y n a m i c r e g i o n i n 
t h e w o r l d e c o n o m y , w i l l b e a f f e c t e d , 
h e s a i d , a d d i n g t h a t C h i n a ' s r o l e i n 
t h e r e g i o n i s " s e l f - e v i d e n t . " 

T h e s p o k e s m a n p o i n t e d o u t t h a t 
C h i n a w i l l n o t a c c e p t c o n d i t i o n s a t 
t a c h e d t o t h e e x t e n s i o n o f t h e M F N 
s t a t u s . 

A t t e m p t s t o m a k e t h e C h i n e s e 
g o v e r n m e n t c h a n g e i t s p o l i c i e s b y 
e x e r t i n g p r e s s u r e w i l l n o t s u c c e e d , 
h e s a i d . " C h i n a ' s p o l i c i e s , b a s e d o n 
t h e f u n d a m e n t a l i n t e r e s t s o f t h e 
C h i n e s e p e o p l e , w i l l n o t b e c h a n g e d 
b e c a u s e o f e x t e r n a l p r e s s u r e . " 

" W e a r e u n w i l l i n g t o see t h e d e 
t e r i o r a t i o n o f S i n o - U S r e l a t i o n s , b u t 
t h a t d o e s n o t d e p e n d o n C h i n a 
a l o n e , " h e s a i d . " I f s u c h a s i t u a t i o n 
d o e s o c c u r , t h e r e w i l l b e n o t h i n g t o 
b e a f r a i d o f , a n d C h i n a i s p r e p a r e d 
f o r i t . " 

H o w e v e r , C h i n a a l w a y s a t t a c h e s 
i m p o r t a n c e t o i t s r e l a t i o n s w i t h t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s , h e a d d e d , h o p i n g 
t h a t " b y p l a c i n g t h e i r f u n d a m e n 
t a l i n t e r e s t s a b o v e e v e r y t h i n g e l s e , 
C h i n a a n d t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s w i l l 
s u r m o u n t t h e i r d i f f e r e n c e s i n s o c i a l 
s y s t e m s a n d i d e o l o g i e s t o g r a d u a l l y 
i m p r o v e a n d d e v e l o p b i l a t e r a l r e l a 
t i o n s o n t h e b a s i s o f t h e t h r e e S i n o -
U S j o i n t c o m m u n i q u e s . • 

China Backs DPRK 
Reunification Efforts 

Ch i n a s u p p o r t s t h e a c t i v e e f 
f o r t s m a d e b y t h e K o r e a n 
p e o p l e f o r p e a c e f u l r e u n i f i 

c a t i o n o f t h e i r c o u n t r y , r e a f f i r m e d 
C h i n e s e P r e m i e r L i P e n g o n M a y 3 
a t a b a n q u e t g i v e n i n h i s h o n o u r b y 
t h e K o r e a n g o v e r n m e n t i n P y o n 
g y a n g . L i a r r i v e d t h e r e e a r l i e r i n t h e 
d a y f o r a f o u r - d a y o f f i c i a l g o o d w i l l 
v i s i t t o t h e D e m o c r a t i c P e o p l e ' s R e 
p u b l i c o f K o r e a ( D P R K ) a t t h e 
i n v i t a t i o n o f P r e m i e r Y o n H y o n g 
M u k . 

L i s a i d : " T h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y 
o f C h i n a a n d t h e C h i n e s e g o v e r n 
m e n t a n d p e o p l e h a v e a l w a y s b e e n 
f o l l o w i n g w i t h i n t e r e s t t h e K o r e a n 
c a u s e f o r i n d e p e n d e n t a n d p e a c e f u l 
r e u n i f i c a t i o n o f t h e c o u n t r y . T h e y 
h a v e c o n s i s t e n t l y s u p p o r t e d t h e ac 
t i v e e f f o r t s o f t h e K o r e a n P a r t y a n d 
g o v e r n m e n t t o w a r d s t h a t e n d . " 

" W e a r e g l a d t o see t h a t p o s i t i v e 
c h a n g e s h a v e t a k e n p l a c e o n t h e K o 
r e a n P e n i n s u l a i n r e c e n t y e a r s , p a r 
t i c u l a r l y t h e t r e n d o f r e l a x a t i o n o f 
t h e t e n s i o n , " h e s t a t e d . 

T h e C h i n e s e p r e m i e r c i t e d t h e 
h i g h - l e v e l i n t e r - K o r e a n t a l k s b e 
t w e e n t h e N o r t h a n d S o u t h l a s t 
y e a r a n d t h e g r a t i f y i n g p r o g r e s s i n 
s p o r t s , a r t a n d c u l t u r e as p r o o f o f 
s u c h d e v e l o p m e n t s . 

T h e K o r e a n P a r t y a n d g o v e r n 
m e n t h a v e p u t f o r w a r d a s e r i e s o f 
p r o p o s a l s f o r a n e a r l y r e u n i f i c a t i o n 
o f K o r e a . I n h i s N e w Y e a r ' s D a y 
m e s s a g e , D P R K P r e s i d e n t K i m I I 
S u n g s a i d t h a t K o r e a s h o u l d b e r e u 
n i f i e d a s a c o n f e d e r a t i o n o n t h e b a s 
i s o f " o n e n a t i o n , o n e s t a t e , t w o s y s 
t e m s a n d t w o g o v e r n m e n t s . " 

P r e m i e r L i s a i d : " T h e C h i n e s e 
P a r t y a n d g o v e r n m e n t h i g h l y v a l 
u e e v e r y r e a s o n a b l e s u g g e s t i o n o n 
p e a c e f u l r e u n i f i c a t i o n p u t f o r w a r d 
b y t h e K o r e a n P a r t y a n d g o v 
e r n m e n t . " " K o r e a ' s r e u n i f i c a t i o n 
s h o u l d b e a c c o m p l i s h e d u n d e r t h e 
c o n d i t i o n o f n o n - i n t e r f e r e n c e f r o m 
t h e o u t s i d e a n d t h r o u g h d i a l o g u e 
a n d c o n s u l t a t i o n b e t w e e n t h e t w o 
s i d e s o f K o r e a , " h e n o t e d . 

O n t h e n e w i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r d e r , 
L i s a i d : " T h e w o r l d t o d a y i s b y n o 
m e a n s t r a n q u i l d e s p i t e a r e l a x a t i o n 
o f t e n s i o n i n U S - S o v i e t r e l a t i o n s 

a n d a r e d u c t i o n o f m i l i t a r y c o n f r o n 
t a t i o n , " h e s a i d . 

" H e g e m o n i s m a n d p o w e r p o l i t i c s 
s t i l l e x i s t b u t n e w r e g i o n a l c o n f l i c t s 
m a y s t i l l h a p p e n , t h e N o r t h - S o u t h 
c o n t r a d i c t i o n s a r e b e c o m i n g e v e r 
m o r e o u t s t a n d i n g a n d t h e v a s t 
n u m b e r o f d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s a r e 
f a c e d w i t h e v e n m o r e r i g o r o u s c h a l 
l e n g e s , " L i a d d e d . 

H e p o i n t e d o u t t h a t " t h e d e c a d e 
o f t h e 1 9 9 0 s i s a c r u c i a l p e r i o d i n 
m a n k i n d ' s m a r c h t o w a r d s t h e 2 1 s t 
c e n t u r y , a n d t h e p e o p l e o f v a r i o u s 
c o u n t r i e s a r e e v e n m o r e c o n c e r n e d 
a b o u t t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a n e w 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l p o l i t i c a l a n d e c o n o m i c 
o r d e r . " 

" W e h o l d t h a t t h e F i v e P r i n c i p l e s 
o f P e a c e f u l C o e x i s t e n c e e m b o d y t h e 
m o s t f u n d a m e n t a l n o r m s g o v e r n 
i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s a n d t h e y 
s h o u l d s e r v e as t h e b a s i s f o r a n e w 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r d e r t o b e e s t a b l i s h e d 
t o f a c i l i t a t e t h e f i g h t f o r a l a s t i n g 
w o r l d p e a c e a n d t h e e f f o r t s o f a l l 
c o u n t r i e s t o s e e k c o m m o n d e 
v e l o p m e n t , " t h e C h i n e s e p r e 
m i e r s t r e s s e d . 

C h i n a w i l l k e e p t o i t s i n d e p e n 
d e n t f o r e i g n p o l i c y o f p e a c e a n d 
m a k e u n r e m i t t i n g e f f o r t s t o s a f e 
g u a r d g l o b a l p e a c e a n d p r o m o t e 
c o m m o n p r o g r e s s , h e s a i d . 

P r i o r t o t h e b a n q u e t , t h e p r e m i e r s 

Kim I I Sung, president of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, meeting with 
Premier L i Peng on May 4. i i WUEREN 
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EVENTS/TRENDS 

o f C h i n a a n d K o r e a r e a c h e d t h e u n 
d e r s t a n d i n g d u r i n g t h e i r t a l k s t h a t 
u n d e r t h e p r e s e n t i n t e r n a t i o n a l s i 
t u a t i o n , i t i s a b s o l u t e l y n e c e s s a r y t o 
s t r e n g t h e n t h e u n i t y b e t w e e n C h i n a 
a n d t h e D P R K , a n d t h a t t h e e x 
c h a n g e o f v i e w s a n d i n f o r m a t i o n b e 
t w e e n l e a d e r s o f t h e t w o c o u n t r i e s i s 
o f g r e a t i m p o r t a n c e t o t h e s t r e n g 
t h e n i n g o f t h e t r a d i t i o n a l f r i e n d s h i p 
a n d c o - o p e r a t i o n b e t w e e n t h e p a r 
t i e s , g o v e r n m e n t s a n d p e o p l e s o f 
C h i n a a n d K o r e a . 

L i h a d v i s i t e d D P R K i n 1 9 8 5 as 
h e a d o f a C h i n e s e P a r t y a n d g o v e r n 
m e n t d e l e g a t i o n . • 

Taiwan Announces 
End of'Mobilization' 
rw^he T a i w a n a u t h o r i t i e s l i f t e d 

I t h e s o - c a l l e d " p e r i o d o f m o b -
JL i l i z a t i o n t o s u p p r e s s t h e C o m 

m u n i s t r e b e l l i o n " a n d a b o l i s h e d 
t h e " T e m p o r a r y P r o v i s i o n s f o r t h e 
M o b i l i z a t i o n " o n M a y 1 , 1 9 9 1 . T h e 
m o v e , w h i c h i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e T a i 
w a n a u t h o r i t i e s h a v e f o r m a l l y g i v e n 
u p t h e s o - c a l l e d " s t a t e o f c i v i l w a r " 
a g a i n s t t h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y o f 
C h i n a , w i l l h e l p r e d u c e h o s t i U t y a n d 
d e v e l o p r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n t h e t w o 
s i d e s , a c c o r d i n g t o M a y U ' s Peo
ple's Daily c o m m e n t a r y . 

T h e s o - c a l l e d " p e r i o d o f m o b i l i 
z a t i o n " a n d t h e " t e m p o r a r y p r o v i 
s i o n s " w e r e a d o p t e d b y t h e K u o m -
i n t a n g ( K M T ) r u l i n g c l i q u e m o r e 
t h a n f o u r d e c a d e s a g o as p a r t o f i t s 
a n t i - c o m m u n i s t a n d a n t i - p e o p l e p o l 
i c y . F r o m t h e v e r y b e g i n n i n g , t h e 
p o l i c y w a s o p p o s e d b y t h e C P C , v a r 
i o u s d e m o c r a t i c p a r t i e s a n d t h e p e o 
p l e . 

T h e p o l i c y m e t i t s u t t e r f a i l u r e 
a n d t h e o l d " l e g a l K M T a u t h o r i t y " 
c a m e t o a n e n d w i t h t h e f o u n d i n g o f 
t h e P e o p l e ' s R e p u b l i c o f C h i n a i n 
1 9 4 9 , t h e c o m m e n t a r y s a i d . 

T h e K M T r u l i n g c l i q u e f l e d t o 
T a i w a n , a n d u n d e r t h e s i g n b o a r d o f 
t h e " R e p u b l i c o f C h i n a , " i m p o s e d 
m a r t i a l l a w t h e r e , d e p r i v i n g t h e l o 
c a l p e o p l e o f t h e b a s i c d e m o c r a t i c 
r i g h t s a n d i m p e d i n g r e u n i f i c a t i o n o f 
t h e m o t h e r l a n d , t h e a r t i c l e s a i d . 

U n d e r i n t e r n a l a n d e x t e r n a l p r e s 
s u r e , t h e T a i w a n a u t h o r i t i e s h a d t o 
p u t a n e n d t o t h e " p e r i o d o f m o b i l 

i z a t i o n " i n a g e s t u r e t o s t a b i l i z e t h e 
p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n a n d c o n f o r m t o 
t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e r e l a t i o n s be 
t w e e n t h e t w o s i d e s o f t h e s t r a i t s . 

T h e c o m m e n t a r y p o i n t e d o u t t h a t 
w i t h t h e c o m m o n e f f o r t s o f t h e p e o 
p l e o f t h e t w o s i d e s i n r e c e n t 1 0 
y e a r s , g r e a t c h a n g e s h a v e t a k e n 
p l a c e i n t h e r e l a t i o n s a c r o s s t h e 
s t r a i t s . 

D u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d , t h e T a i w a n 
a u t h o r i t i e s l i f t e d t h e b a n o n v i s i t s 
t o t h e m a i n l a n d b y T a i w a n c o m p a 
t r i o t s , g a v e g r e e n l i g h t t o i n d i r e c t 
e c o n o m i c , t r a d e , s p o r t s a n d a c a d e m 
i c c o n t a c t s b e t w e e n t h e t w o s i d e s , 
a n d r e p e a t e d l y a f f i r m e d t h e s t a n d 
t h a t " t h e r e i s o n l y o n e C h i n a " a n d 
" C h i n a w i l l b e f i n a l l y r e u n i f i e d , " 
t h e c o m m e n t a r y s a i d . 

" I t i s e x p e c t e d t h e T a i w a n a u 
t h o r i t i e s w i l l a d o p t f u r t h e r m e a 
s u r e s t o p r o m o t e t h e r e l a t i o n s be 
t w e e n t h e m a i n l a n d a n d T a i w a n i n 
t h e d i r e c t i o n o f p e a c e f u l r e u n i f i c a 
t i o n . " 

H o w e v e r , t h e c o m m e n t a r y n o t e d , 
t h e T a i w a n a u t h o r i t i e s h a v e n o t 
" f o r s a k e n i t s b a s i c a n t i - c o m m u n i s t 
p o l i c y " a n d a r e s e e k i n g t h e p o s i t i o n 
o f a " p a r a l l e l p o l i t i c a l e n t i t y . " T h e y 
e v e n c h e r i s h t h e i l l u s i o n o f " p e a c e 
f u l l y t r a n s f o r m i n g t h e m a i n l a n d " 
w i t h t h e " T a i w a n e x p e r i e n c e . " " A l l 
t h i s i s u n r e a l i s t i c a n d w i l l g e t n o 

w h e r e , " t h e c o m m e n t a r y s a i d . 
T h e c o m m e n t a r y s t r e s s e d t h a t 

C h i n a s h o u l d b e r e u n i f i e d b y p e a c e 
f u l m e a n s . " T h a t w e d o n o t c o m 
m i t o u r s e l v e s t o r e n o u n c e m i l i t a r y 
m e a n s i s a i m e d n o t a t t h e T a i w a n 
p e o p l e b u t a t f o r e i g n i n t e r f e r e n c e 
a n d ' i n d e p e n d e n c e o f T a i w a n , " ' i t 
s a i d . • 

Soviet IVIarshal 
Visits China 
^ - > ^ e n i o r C h i n e s e l e a d e r s m e t w i t h 

v i s i t i n g S o v i e t D e f e n c e M i n i s -
t e r M a r s h a l D m i t r y T . Y a z o v 

a n d h i s p a r t y o n M a y 7 i n B e i j i n g . 
T h i s f r i e n d l y v i s i t w a s t h e f i r s t b y 

a S o v i e t d e f e n c e m i n i s t e r s i n c e t h e 
t w o c o u n t r i e s e s t a b l i s h e d d i p l o m a t 
i c r e l a t i o n s . 

I n h i s m e e t i n g w i t h Y a z o v , P a r t y 
c h i e f J i a n g Z e m i n b r i e f e d h i m o n 
a c h i e v e m e n t s t h e C h i n e s e p e o p l e 
h a v e m a d e s i n c e t h e T h i r d P l e n a r y 
S e s s i o n o f t h e 1 1 t h C e n t r a l C o m 
m i t t e e o f t h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y o f 
C h i n a i n 1 9 7 8 . 

S u m m a r i z i n g h i s i m p r e s s i o n o f 
C h i n a , Y a z o v s a i d , " T h e C h i n e s e 
p e o p l e a r e w o r k i n g , l a b o u r i n g a n d 
c r e a t i n g w h i l e s a f e g u a r d i n g t h e i r 
a c h i e v e m e n t s . " 

Chinese Defence Minister Qin Jiwei meets with his Soviet counterpart Marshal 
Dmitry T. Yazov on May 3 in Beijing. CHING ZWSHAN 
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I n a m e e t i n g t h a t a f t e r n o o n , P r e s 
i d e n t Y a n g S h a n g k u n s a i d t h a t h e 
h o p e d m o r e a n d m o r e f r i e n d s f r o m 
t h e S o v i e t m i l i t a r y c i r c l e w o u l d v i s i t 
C h i n a , a d d i n g t h a t t h e C h i n e s e p e o 
p l e h a v e a l w a y s c h e r i s h e d d e e p f e e l 
i n g s t o w a r d s t h e S o v i e t p e o p l e . 

Y a n g c i t e d G o r b a c h e v ' s v i s i t t o 
C h i n a i n 1 9 8 9 a n d J i a n g ' s u p c o m i n g 
v i s i t t o t h e S o v i e t U n i o n as e v i d e n c e 
t h a t t h e S i n o - S o v i e t r e l a t i o n s h a v e 
r e a c h e d a n e w s t a g e o f d e v e l o p m e n t . 

I n a s e p a r a t e m e e t i n g , P r e m i e r L i 
P e n g t o l d h i s S o v i e t g u e s t s t h a t as a 
f r i e n d l y n e i g h b o u r , C h i n a s i n c e r e l y 
h o p e s t h a t t h e S o v i e t U n i o n w i l l 
s o o n g e t o v e r i t s t e m p o r a r y d i f f i c u l 
t i e s a n d m a i n t a i n i t s u n i f i c a t i o n a n d 
s t a b i l i t y . 

L i s a i d t h a t Y a z o v ' s v i s i t t o C h i n a 
i s a m a j o r e v e n t i n t h e r e l a t i o n s 
b e t w e e n t h e C h i n e s e a n d S o v i e t a r 
m i e s as w e l l as a n i m p o r t a n t a s p e c t 
i n t h e t i e s b e t w e e n t h e t w o c o u n 
t r i e s . 

H e s a i d S i n o - S o v i e t c o - o p e r a t i o n 
i s d e v e l o p i n g s m o o t h l y . T o d e v e l o p 
g o o d - n e i g h b o u r l y r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n 
t h e t w o c o u n t r i e s o n t h e b a s i s o f t h e 
F i v e P r i n c i p l e o f P e a c e f u l C o e x i s t 
e n c e i s n o t o n l y i n k e e p i n g w i t h t h e 
i n t e r e s t o f t h e t w o c o u n t r i e s b u t a l s o 
c o n d u c i v e t o p e a c e i n A s i a a n d t h e 
w o r l d as a w h o l e , h e a d d e d . 

Y a z o v s a i d t h a t d u r i n g h i s d e l e g a 
t i o n ' s t o u r o f G u a n g d o n g , S h a n g 
h a i a n d B e i j i n g , h e s a w t h e c r e a t i v e 
w o r k a n d a c h i e v e m e n t s s c o r e d b y 
t h e C h i n e s e p e o p l e a n d b y t h e m i l i 
t a r y i n p a r t i c u l a r . 

I t i s a v e r y g r e a t a c h i e v e m e n t f o r 
C h i n a t o h a v e s o l v e d t h e p r o b l e m o f 
f e e d i n g a n d c l o t h i n g i t s 1.1 b i l l i o n 
p e o p l e , h e s a i d . 

L i s a i d , " W e s t i l l h a v e a l o n g w a y 
t o g o a n d t h e f u t u r e t a s k i s a r 
d u o u s . " I n t h e 1 0 y e a r s o f r e f o r m 
a n d o p e n i n g t o t h e o u t s i d e w o r l d , h e 
s a i d , C h i n a h a s l a i d t h e f o u n d a t i o n 
f o r a n e c o n o m i c m e c h a n i s m t h a t 
c o m b i n e s p l a n n e d e c o n o m y w i t h 
m a r k e t r e g u l a t i o n . " W e p l a n t o f i n 
a l l y e s t a b l i s h t h e m e c h a n i s m a n d 
i m p r o v e i t i n t h e n e x t 1 0 y e a r s , 
a n d c o n t i n u e o u r e f f o r t s t o p r o p e r 
l y h a n d l e t h e r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n r e 
f o r m , d e v e l o p m e n t a n d s t a b i l i t y , " 
h e a d d e d . 

Preferential Treatment 
To Continue in Tibet 

Vi c e - M i n i s t e r i n c h a r g e o f t h e 
S t a t e N a t i o n a l i t i e s A f f a i r s 
C o m m i s s i o n C h e n X i n s a i d 

t h e C h i n e s e g o v e r n m e n t w i l l c o n t i n 
u e t o c a r r y o u t s p e c i a l a n d p r e f e r e n 
t i a l p o l i c i e s i n t h e T i b e t A u o n o m -
o u s R e g i o n . 

S p e a k i n g a t a M a y 6 p r e s s c o n f e r 
e n c e , C h e n t o l d C h i n e s e 
a n d f o r e i g n c o r r e s p o n 
d e n t s t h a t t h e c e n t r a l 
g o v e r n m e n t w i l l a d o p t 
e v e n m o r e p r e f e r e n t i a l , 
f l e x i b l e a n d s p e c i a l p o l 
i c i e s i n T i b e t t h a n i n 
o t h e r a u t o n o m o u s r e 
g i o n s o n a c c o u n t o f T i 
b e t ' s s p e c i a l s o c i a l , g e o 
g r a p h i c a l , n a t u r a l a n d 
r e l i g i o u s c o n d i t i o n s . 

B e f o r e t h e D e m o c r a t 
i c R e f o r m o f 1 9 5 9 , t h e o 
c r a t i c T i b e t w a s u n d e r 
f e u d a l s e r f d o m a n d 
r u l e d b y a g o v e r n m e n t 
w h i c h w a s a c t u a l l y t h e u n i t e d d i c t a 
t o r s h i p o f h e r e d i t a r y a r i s t o c r a t s a n d 
e s t a t e - h o l d e r s o f t h e v a r i o u s m o n a s 
t e r i e s . I n a d d i t i o n , i t w a s a c l o s e d 
l a n d i n t h e p a s t , l a g g i n g b e h i n d 
e c o n o m i c a l l y a n d c u l t u r a l l y . T h e 
c e n t r a l g o v e r n m e n t ' s p r e f e r e n t i a l 
p o l i c i e s a r e d e s i g n e d t o b o o s t T i b e t ' s 
e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t a n d i m p r o v e 
t h e l o c a l p e o p l e ' s l i v e s , C h e n s a i d . 

N o w T i b e t a n f a r m e r s h a v e t h e 
r i g h t t o u s e a n d m a n a g e t h e l a n d 
i n d e p e n d e n t l y a n d w h i l e h e r d s m e n 
m a n a g e t h e i r o w n l i v e s t o c k b r e e d 
i n g b u s i n e s s , s h e s a i d , a d d i n g t h a t 
f a r m e r s a n d h e r d s m e n a r e e x e m p t 
f r o m a g r i c u l t u r a l a n d l i v e s t o c k t a x 
es a n d c a n f r e e l y s e l l t h e i r o w n 
p r o d u c t s . 

T h e c e n t r a l g o v e r n m e n t h a s a l s o 
g r a n t e d T i b e t t h e r i g h t t o i s s u e i m 
p o r t a n d e x p o r t l i c e n s e s . T i b e t n o w 
r e t a i n s a l l f o r e i g n e x c h a n g e e a r n 
i n g s a n d e n j o y s a t a x r a t e o n i m p o r t 
a n d e x p o r t g o o d s t h a t i s m u c h l o w e r 
t h a n i n o t h e r p a r t s o f t h e c o u n t r y , 
C h e n n o t e d . 

W h e n a s k e d a b o u t t h e c e n t r a l 
g o v e r n m e n t ' s a t t i t u d e t o w a r d s t h e 
a c t i v i t i e s o f t h e D a l a i L a m a , Z h o l 

J y a l , a n o t h e r v i c e - m i n i s t e r o f t h e 
c o m m i s s i o n , s a i d t h a t t h e D a l a i 
L a m a is s t e p p i n g u p h i s s e p a r a t i s t 
a c t i v i t i e s i n a n e f f o r t t o i n t e r n a t i o n 
a l i z e a n i n t e r n a l a f f a i r o f C h i n a . 

O n t h e i s s u e o f n e g o t i a t i o n b e 
t w e e n t h e D a l a i a n d t h e c e n t r a l g o v 
e r n m e n t , h e s a i d , t h e D a l a i L a m a 
r e p e a t e d l y c h a n g e s h i s t u n e a n d 
c o n t r a d i c t s h i m s e l f , h i n d e r i n g t h e 
n e g o t i a t i o n . T h e r e f o r e , h e a d d e d , i t 
i s n o t t h e c e n t r a l g o v e r n m e n t ' s f a u l t 
t h a t t h e n e g o t i a t i o n h a s n o t y e t b e e n 

h e l d . 
Z h o l p o i n t e d o u t t h a t s o m e f o r 

e i g n c o u n t r i e s r e c o g n i z e T i b e t a s a 
p a r t o f C h i n a o n t h e o n e h a n d , b u t 
o n t h e o t h e r h a n d , t h e y s u p p o r t a n d 
i n c i t e t h e D a l a i c l i q u e t o e n g a g e i n 
s e p a r a t i s t a c t i c i v i t e s . " W e o p p o s e 
a n y f o r e i g n i n t e r f e r e n c e i n T i b e t a n 
a f f a i r s , " h e s t r e s s e d . 

Z h o l r e i t e r a t e d t h a t t h e C h i n e s e 
g o v e r n m e n t ' s p o l i c y t o w a r d s t h e 
D a l a i L a m a w i l l r e m a i n u n c h a n g e d . 
T h e C h i n e s e g o v e r n m e n t i s w i l l i n g 
t o n e g o t i a t e w i t h t h e D a l a i L a m a 
a n d w e l c o m e h i s r e t u r n as l o n g as 
h e s i n c e r e l y i m p r o v e s h i s r e l a t i o n s 
w i t h t h e g o v e r n m e n t a n d r e n o u n c e s 
h i s s t a n d f o r T i b e t a n i n d e p e n d e n c e . 

O n t h e i n f l u e n c e o f m i n o r i t y 
r i o t s , t h e v i c e - m i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t t h e 
p e o p l e t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y h a v e 
g r e a t l y h e i g h t e n e d t h e i r a w a r e n e s s 
o f p a t r i o t i s m a n d l a w s . T h e r i o t i n 
L h a s a i n M a r c h , 1 9 8 9 w a s i n i t i a t e d 
b y o n l y a f e w l a m a s a n d n u n s . B u t 
n o d i s t u r b a n c e h a p p e n e d i n o t h e r 
p l a c e s o f T i b e t . T h i s s h o w s t h e m a 
j o r i t y o f t h e T i b e t a n s l o v e t h e i r 
c o u n t r y , h e s a i d . • 

CHEN ZONGLIE 
Zhol Jyal, vice-minister in charge of the State Na
tionalities Affairs Commission, is spealiing at a press 
conference on May 6; Chen Xin, another vice-minister 
of the commission, also attends the press conference. 
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US Economy Sees Recession 
by Zhen Bingxi 

Beginning in the fourth quarter last year, the US 
economy, after eight years of growth, 
experienced the eighth recession since World 
War II. Although not so virulent as before, its -
influence is not to be underestimated. 

The current economic re
cession, as in the past, is 
a complex crisis caused 

by many factors related to 
surplus production. It is a ge
neral norm that a continuous 
negative growth of the actual 
gross national product (GNP) 
in two successive quarters is 
interpreted as an economic re
cession. 

In the fourth quarter of 
1990, the US GNP declined 
by 2 percent compared with 
the previous quarter, and it 
continued to drop by 1 per
cent in the first quarter of this 
year. From last October to Fe
bruary, the index of overall 
US industrial production fell 
for five months in a row. In 
last November, it dropped by 
1.7 percent, the biggest drop 
since December 1982. During 
this period, the utilization of 
capacity in manufacturing 
sectors decreased from 82.5 
percent to 78 percent, the low

est point in the past eight 
years. Many manufacturing 
sectors showed decreased 
profits and faced a shrunken 
production. The automobile 
industry, in particular, was in 
bad shape; its output in the 
fourth quarter of 1990 de
creased by 24 percent. 

Last year saw a drastic in
crease in bankruptcy filings. 
Firms declaring bankruptcy 
in the United States reached 
60,000 with arrears totalling 
US$70 billion. Since last Au
gust, about 1,500 companies 
closed down each week. In 
terms of the amount of debt 
that was in arrears and the 
number of enterprises that de
clared bankruptcy, the situa
tion was the most serious since 
World War II. 

In addition, employment 
fell off. Before the overall 
economy was mired in a quag
mire of recession, many enter
prises began to lay off employ

ees. According to the United 
States Labour Department, 
the unemployment rate rose 
from 5.2 percent last May 
to 6.5 percent in February. 
Unemployment figures rose 
from 6 million to 8 million. 
The semi-employed people 
surpassed 5 million and the 
figure continued to rise. It 
means that one person in ev
ery 19 lost his job or is in a 
state of semi-employment. 

Recession not only damaged 
material production, but also 
stunned the service industry 
thought to have strong resist
ance capacity to production 
fluctuation. Banking and re
tailing businesses have been 
most seriously harmed as a re
sult of the recession. 

Last year, the US banks 
met a record US$30 billion in 
loans that could not be re
turned, four times that of 
1982. The number of bank 
failures reached 170, much 
more than that recorded in 
1982. 

Retailing became increas
ingly sluggish. The growth 
rate of overall retail volume 
decreased from the average 3 
percent in the 1980s to 1 per
cent in 1990. In the fourth 
quarter of last year, the retail 
volume fell by 4 percent. 

The civil aviation industry 
slumped, taking tremendous 
financial losses. Among air
line corporations that filed for 
bankruptcy was Pan America, 
a 70-year-old company. Fin
ancial and insurance firms, 
stock exchanges, advertising. 
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legal and accounting firms 
were also hurt by recession. 

Of jobless "white collar" 
employees, many are man
agers, brokers, financial ex
perts, lawyers, accountants 
and senior functionaries. 
They account for about 60 
percent Of the total number of 
the unemployed people at the 
close of last year, a 10 percent 
increase compared with 1982. 
R e a s o n s 

Following the most serious 
post-war economic crisis from 
1980 to 1982, the US economy 
experienced a comparatively 
long period of growth. Why 
has an economic recession ar
isen now? The reasons are 
many and are complicated but 
one is a sharp contradiction 
between supply and demand. 

The contradiction between 
production and marketing is 
particularly manifest in con
struction and retail sectors, 
which saw a bUnd develop
ment in the 1980s. Affected 
by sluggish rise in income 
and increased inflation, actual 
purchasing power of working 
people dropped, resulting in a 
sharp reduction in demand for 
housing and consumer goods. 

The debt factor, which 
once supported US economic 
growth, has now hindered eco
nomic activity. By the mid
dle of last year, government 
bonds and private debts had 
reached US$12,800 billion, 
2.4 times the country's GNP. 
For a period, the situation 
created a false prosperity in 
which domestic demand was 
strong, consumption greatly 
increased and imports grew by 
a big margin. But such a debt-
stimulated economic prosperi
ty did not last. Now, the 
federal debts have surpassed 
US$3,000 billion, and annual 

payment of interest amounts 
to US$150 billion. In order to 
pay bond interest, the US gov
ernment vied with private en
terprises for funds in mone
tary markets. This led to a rise 
in interest rates, which affect
ed investment and production. 
Huge debts made the govern
ment unable to stimulate the 
economy with an expansion
ary financial policy. Non-
financial enterprise debts 
reached US$3,500 billion. The 
funds used to repay the prin
cipal and interest by enterpris
es accounted for 60 percent of 
their after-tax income in 1990, 
while the proportion was only 
40 percent at the beginning of 
the 1980s. This weakened the 
investment capacity of the 
enterprises. Individual debts 
amounted to about US$3,600 
billion, and the purchasing 
power of many families was 
almost exhausted because of 
debts. In addition, the reduc
tion in actual income caused 
them to defer buying consu
mer goods, including houses 
and cars. 

In order to cool down an 
overheated economic opera
tion and check inflation, the 
Federal Reserve Board began 
to pursue a monetary re
trenchment policy in 1988 and 
has raised discount rate for 
many times since then. Subse
quently, commercial banks in
creased their preferential in
terest rates, which climbed to 
11.5 percent in 1989. This res
tricted individual consumer 
demand and the investments 
in fixed assets of enterprises, 
further slowing down econo
mic growth. The high in
terests rate caused less indivi
dual consumer demand and 
investment in fixed assets, 
both responsible for economic 
growth. As a result, the US 

economy continued to decline 
and moved into recession in 
the fourth quarter of 1990. 
U n f a v o u r a b l e F a c t o r s 

The US economy, though in 
trouble, still maintains some 
favourable factors. At present, 
inflation rate is not very high, 
giving the Federal Reserve 
Board room to readjust mone
tary policy and lower interest 
rates. Because the exchange 
rates of US dollar are soft and 
the economic situation of its 
principal trade partners, Ja
pan and Germany, is better, 
the export products and espe
cially manufactured goods 
maintain momentum. In the 
past 10 years, the capabilities 
to readjust economic recession 
and oppose the price increase 
of oil have been strengthened. 
Many manufactured goods 
are not over stocked. Agricul
tural production continues to 
grow. 

However, some unfavour
able factors exist.. 

First, the consumers' and 
investors' confidence contin
ues to weaken. Consumers 
don't want to increase spend
ing and this year many cor
porations have cut their prod
uction investment plans. The 
actual expenditure of the 
whole manufacturing indus
try has decreased by 1.3 per
cent. 

Second, the federal budge
tary deficits have continuous
ly expanded and the US ad
ministration lacks the finan
cial means to prevent the 
economic recession from dee
pening. According to official 
estimates, the federal budget 
deficit in fiscal year 1991 will 
amount to US$300 billion or 
to US$350 billion, the highest 
in history. If the expenditure 
of the Gulf war is included. 
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the budget deficit will be high
er. The unprecedented budget 
deficit will prevent the Bush 
administration from using an 
expansionary financial policy 
to push the economic recovery 
just as the Reagan administra
tion did in the early 1980s. 

Third, the flow of foreign 
capital into the United States 
has thinned out and even a 
part of it has been withdrawn. 
Because the world deposit rate 
has decreased and Japan and 
Germany have sharply re
duced capital export, there is 
a global shortage of capital. 
Meanwhile, because the in
terest rates of other Western 
countries are higher than that 
of the United States, the out
flow of capital from the Unit
ed States will increase, mak
ing the US shortage of money 
more keenly felt and econo
mic recovery more difficult. 

Fourth, the crisis of banks 
and savings and loan business
es has aggravated economic 
recession. It is estimated that 
the number of bankrupt banks 
this year will be 230, involv
ing US$90 billion in debt, 
both figures higher than last 
year. The economic recession 
aggravates the bank crisis, 
which, in turn, promotes the 
economic recession. Even if 
the monetary crisis does not 
deepen, the US banking cir
cles will take more care of and 
strictly limit credits. A study 
report of last year shows that 
about one third of US banks 
have reduced credit funds, 
thus slowing the economic re
covery. 

Fifth, the sluggishness of 
real estate and building indus
tries further worsens. The pre
sent office buildings are equal 
in number to those projected 
as needed for the future ten 
years. The number of married 

families decreases every year 
and the demand for housing 
has been reduced. This not 
only sharpens the surplus and 
depression of housing con
struction, but also affects re
covery of consumer confid
ence. It also constitutes a great 
danger to the banks which 
provide loans for real estate 
investments. 

Finally, the room to expand 
export is narrowed. Some 
economists note that the US 
recession may lead to a glob
al economic depression. Their 
view is not baseless. At pre
sent some developed countries 
such as Canada, Britain and 
Austraha have fallen into re
cession. The economic growth 
of other developed countries 
may be slow this year. The 
economies of many develop
ing countries are sluggish. Un
der such circumstances the 
US export growth this year 
will be lower than that of the 
two previous years, though it 
can maintain momentum to a 
certain extent. 

Therefore, the present re
cession is probably not the 
gravest one since World War 
II, but it is not a "mild and 
short one" as the US official 
sources predicted. 
i m p a c t 

The current recession will 
have a major bearing on the 
political and economic life in 
the United States as well 
as Washington's foreign re
lations. 

First of all, the working 
people in the United States 
will be most affected by the 
recession. Massive unemploy
ment has lowered people's liv
ing standards and widened in
come gap, increasing social 
problems. 

Although the current unem

ployment rate of 6.5 percent 
is lower than the November 
1982 level of 10.8 percent, the 
damage inflicted upon the 
unemployed and their fami
lies by the current recession is 
no less serious than that of 
the last recession. Among 
the unemployed in the early 
1980s, many were young peo
ple who didn't support fami
lies, but the majority of the 
jobless today are adults with 
families to support. For them, 
being out of job means a loss 
of income and welfare bene
fits. Mishaps such as children 
dropping out of school and a 
breakup of families can arise 
from unemployment. 

Furthermore, today it is 
more difficult for jobless 
workers to qualify for welfare. 
In the state of Michigan, for 
example, during 1980-1982 
one could sign on the dole as 
long as he had worked for a 
company for 14 weeks. But 
now the time limit has been 
extended to 20 weeks. There
fore, fewer people are eligible 
to be on the dole. It is estimat
ed that in the last recession, 
76.8 percent of the unem
ployed could receive unem
ployment compensation, while 
today only one third of them 
can do so. In the initial stage 
of recession, the jobless work
ers might find new temporary 
jobs, but with the deepening 
of recession, the number of 
the jobless snowballs and job 
opportunities are shrinking. 
Many company giants that 
used to employ workers for 
life have begun to fire work
ers and the number of life-
employment companies has 
dropped from 30 five years 
ago to eight today. The Inter
national Business Machines 
still insists that it will adhere 
to the life employment sys-
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t e r n , b u t r e c e n t l y i t c h a n g e d 
m a n y f u l l - t i m e p o s i t i o n s t o 
h a l f - t i m e , r e n d e r i n g i n e f f e c t 
m a n y o f i t s w o r k e r s s e m i -
e m p l o y e d . A c c o r d i n g t o o t h 
e r r e p o r t s , t h e a v e r a g e u n e m 
p l o y m e n t s p a n t h i s y e a r w i l l 
be n i n e m o n t h s , a l m o s t t w o 
t i m e s t h e 1 9 8 2 f i g u r e o f 4 .8 
m o n t h s . T h e l o n g e r t h e u n e m 
p l o y m e n t t i m e d r a g s o n , t h e 
m o r e t h e w o r k i n g p e o p l e s u f 
f e r . 

F u r t h e r m o r e , t h e r e c e s s i o n 
w i l l w i d e n t h e i n c o m e g a p be 
t w e e n t h e r i c h a n d t h e p o o r . 
T h e C o n g r e s s i o n a l B u d g e t 
O f f i c e e s t i m a t e s t h a t o v e r t h e 
pas t d e c a d e l o w - i n c o m e f a m i 
l i e s t h a t a c c o u n t f o r o n e f i f t h 
o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n h a v e i n f a c t 
w i t n e s s e d a 5 p e r c e n t d e c r e a s e 
i n t h e i r d i s p o s a b l e i n c o m e 
w h i l e t h e h i g h - i n c o m e f a m i 
l i e s t h a t a l s o a c c o u n t f o r o n e 
f i f t h o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n h a v e 
e n j o y e d a 3 3 p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e 
i n t h e i r d i s p o s a b l e i n c o m e . 
T h i s w i d e n e d g a p w i l l i n e v 
i t a b l y e x a c e r b a t e s o c i a l p r o b 
l e m s . 

T h e e c o n o m i c r e c e s s i o n w i l l 
a l s o m a k e i t m o r e d i f f i c u l t f o r 
t h e U S g o v e r n m e n t t o e l i m i 
n a t e t h e h u g e b u d g e t a r y d e f i 
c i t , t h e N o . 1 h e a d a c h e be 
s e t t i n g t h e U S e c o n o m y f o r 
m a n y y e a r s . T h e a d m i n i s t r a 
t i o n a n d C o n g r e s s h a v e b e e n 
r e s o l v e d t o w i p e o u t t h e d e 
f i c i t . L a s t O c t o b e r t h e t w o 
b r a n c h e s m a d e a n e w b u d g e t 
p l a n t h a t d e m a n d e d a c u t o f 
U S $ 5 0 0 b i l l i o n i n t h e d e f i c i t 
i n t h e n e x t f i v e y e a r s t h r o u g h 
i n c r e a s e d r e v e n u e a n d r e 
d u c e d s p e n d i n g . F o r t h e c u r 
r e n t f i s c a l y e a r , t h e d e f i c i t 
m u s t b e r e d u c e d b y U S $ 4 0 
b i l l i o n . T h i s p l a n s e e m s u n 
l i k e l y t o m a t e r i a l i z e n o w , be 
cause t h e r e c e s s i o n h a s f o r c e d 
t h e f e d e r a l g o v e r n m e n t t o i n 
c rease w e l f a r e s p e n d i n g , s u c h 
as a i d t o c h i l d - r a i s i n g f a m i 

l i e s , f o o d s t a m p p r o g r a m m e 
a n d m e d i c a r e . F u r t h e r m o r e , 
w i t h p r o d u c t i o n d e c l i n i n g , 
c o m p a n i e s a n d i n d i v i d u a l c i t i 
z e n s h a v e w i t n e s s e d d e c r e a s e s 
i n i n c o m e , r e s u l t i n g i n a r e 
d u c t i o n i n t h e f e d e r a l g o v 
e r n m e n t ' s i n c o m e t a x r e v e n 
u e . T h i s w i l l o n l y e n l a r g e t h e 
b u d g e t d e f i c i t . T h e b u r d e n o f 
m i l i t a r y s p e n d i n g o n t h e G u l f 
w a r f u r t h e r c o m p o u n d s t h e 
d e f i c i t s i t u a t i o n . 

E s p e c i a l l y n o t e w o r t h y i s t h e 
f a c t t h a t t h e r e c e s s i o n w i l l 
b r i n g a b o u t c h a n g e s f a v o u r 
a b l e t o J a p a n a n d G e r m a n y 
b u t u n f a v o u r a b l e t o t h e U n 
i t e d S t a t e s i n t h e b a l a n c e o f 
w o r l d e c o n o m i c p o w e r . T h i s 
w i l l c o m p l i c a t e r e l a t i o n s 
a m o n g t h e t h r e e e c o n o m i c 
g i a n t s . T h e c u r r e n t r e c e s s i o n 
is n o t s y n c h r o n i c i n t h e W e s t . 
W h i l e a r e c e s s i o n i s r a c k i n g 
t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , J a p a n a n d 
G e r m a n y c o n t i n u e t o w i t n e s s 
e c o n o m i c g r o w t h , w h i c h w i l l 
be o v e r 3 p e r c e n t t h i s y e a r . 
E v e n i f a r e c o v e r y o c c u r s i n 
t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s i n t h e n e x t 
f e w y e a r s , t h e s p e e d w i l l n o t 
be as f a s t as t h a t o f J a p a n o r 
G e r m a n y . T h i s w i l l c o n s t i t u t e 
a m a j o r f a c t o r i n t h e i n t e r r e 
l a t i o n s h i p s a m o n g t h e t h r e e 
n a t i o n s . A t p r e s e n t , t h e U n i t 
e d S t a t e s f i n d s i t v e r y h a r d t o 
c o - o r d i n a t e e c o n o m i c p o l i c i e s 
w i t h J a p a n o r G e r m a n y as 
e a c h i s g o i n g i t s o w n w a y . 
W a s h i n g t o n e x p e c t s B o n n a n d 
T o k y o t o s t i m u l a t e t h e i r 
d o m e s t i c d e m a n d a n d i n 
c r e a s e i m p o r t s f r o m t h e U n i t 
e d S t a t e s t o h e l p i t o u t o f t h e 
r e c e s s i o n . B u t J a p a n a n d G e r 
m a n y r e f u s e d t o s a t i s f y U S 
d e m a n d s o n t h e g r o u n d s o f 
d o m e s t i c e c o n o m i c d i f f i c u l 
t i e s . 

A s i d e f r o m t r a d e f r i c t i o n s , 
i n t e r e s t r a t e s a n d c a p i t a l h a v e 
b e c o m e f o c u s o f f r e s h c o n 
f l i c t s b e t w e e n t h e t h r e e n a 

t i o n s . W i t h t h e i r e c o n o m i c 
m i g h t i n c r e a s i n g , B o n n a n d 
T o k y o w i l l s t e p u p e f f o r t s t o 
w i n a s a y a n d a r i g h t t o d e c i d e 
i n w o r l d e c o n o m i c a f f a i r s i n 
c o m p e t i n g w i t h W a s h i n g t o n . 

F i n a l l y , t h e r e c e s s i o n o r 
l o w e c o n o m i c g r o w t h r a t e w i l l 
i n e v i t a b l y r e d u c e t h e d e m a n d 
i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a n d o t h e r 
W e s t e r n n a t i o n s f o r i m p o r t s 
f r o m d e v e l o p i n g n a t i o n s . 
W e s t e r n c o u n t r i e s w i l l a t 
t e m p t t o l o w e r t h e p r i c e s o f 
p r i m a r y p r o d u c t s a n d e v e n 
r e i n f o r c e t r a d e p r o t e c t i o n i s m . 
T h i s w i l l f u r t h e r d e t e r i o r a t e 
t r a d i n g c o n d i t i o n s f o r d e v e l 
o p i n g n a t i o n s a n d r e d u c e t h e i r 
e x p o r t e a r n i n g s . T h e U S g o v 
e r n m e n t m a y a l s o c u t i t s o f f i 
c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t a l a i d t o de
v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s o r a t t a c h 
a u s t e r e e c o n o m i c a n d p o l i t i 
c a l c o n d i t i o n s t o t h e a i d u n d e r 
t h e p r e t e x t o f d o m e s t i c f i n 
a n c i a l d i f f i c u l t i e s . A m e r i c a n 
c o m m e r c i a l b a n k s w i l l n o t 
o n l y c u t d o m e s t i c l o a n s a n d 
c r e d i t s b u t a l s o r e d u c e l o a n s 
t o d e v e l o p i n g n a t i o n s a n d r e 
f u s e t o c a n c e l d e b t s o f t h e 
d e b t o r c o u n t r i e s . M o r e o v e r , 
t h e c o n t e s t b e t w e e n t h e U n i t 
e d S t a t e s a n d o t h e r d e v e l o p e d 
n a t i o n s f o r c a p i t a l w i l l l e a d t o 
a n i n c r e a s e o f i n t e r e s t r a t e s 
f o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l l o a n s , t h u s 
a g g r a v a t i n g t h e d e b t b u r d e n 
f o r d e v e l o p i n g n a t i o n s . T h e r e 
f o r e , d e v e l o p i n g n a t i o n s ' e f 
f o r t s t o a c h i e v e e c o n o m i c 
g r o w t h w i l l b e t h w a r t e d a n d a 
r e c e s s i o n m a y o c c u r i n s o m e 
o f t h e s e c o u n t r i e s . T h e d e b t 
s i t u a t i o n w i l l w o r s e n , a n d t h e 
p o s s i b i l i t y o f a n o t h e r d e b t 
c r i s i s c a n n o t b e r u l e d o u t . T h e 
w o r s e n i n g o f t h e e c o n o m i c s i 
t u a t i o n s i n d e v e l o p i n g c o u n 
t r i e s , i n t u r n , w i l l a d d t o t h e 
e c o n o m i c d i f f i c u l t i e s i n t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s a n d t h e r e s t o f 
t h e W e s t e r n w o r l d , t h u s c r e a t 
i n g a v i c i o u s c i r c l e . • 
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France Mends Ties with New Zealand 
by Lu Wangda 

A r e s u m p t i o n o f t i e s b e 
t w e e n N e w Z e a l a n d a n d 
F r a n c e w a s m a r k e d i n 

l a t e A p r i l w h e n F r e n c h P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r M i c h e l R o c a r d v i s i t e d 
N e w Z e a l a n d . 

I t i s t h e f i r s t v i s i t b y a t o p 
F r e n c h o f f i c i a l s i n c e F r e n c h se
c r e t s e r v i c e a g e n t s s a n k Rainbow 
Warrior i n A u c k l a n d , a p o r t c i t y 
o f N e w Z e a l a n d o n J u l y 1 0 , 
1 9 8 5 . T h e Rainbow Warrior i s 
t h e f l a g s h i p o f G r e e n p e a c e , a n 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l e n v i r o n m e n t a l p r o 
t e c t i o n g r o u p . T h e i n c i d e n t w a s a 
s h o c k t o t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o m 
m u n i t y a n d N e w Z e a l a n d f i l e d a 
s u i t a g a i n s t F r a n c e i n t h e I n t e r 
n a t i o n a l C o u r t o f J u s t i c e . 

R o c a r d ' s c h o i c e o f A c u k l a n d 
as t h e f i r s t l e g o f h i s N e w Z e a 
l a n d t o u r , c o m m e n t e d Le Figaro, 
s h o w e d t h a t F r a n c e w a n t e d t o 
p u t a p e r i o d t o t h e i n c i d e n t . R o 
c a r d r e p e a t e d l y e x p r e s s e d a p o l o 
gies t o N e w Z e a l a n d o v e r t h e 
i n c i d e n t a n d a c k n o w l e d g e d t h a t 
F r a n c e h a d d o n e w r o n g . H e 
h o p e d N e w Z e a l a n d w o u l d b e 
f o r g i v i n g a n d o p e n a n e w c h a p t e r 
i n f u t u r e r e l a t i o n s . 

F r a n c e , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e I n t e r 
n a t i o n a l C o u r t d e c i s i o n o f l a s t 
M a y , h a s a l r e a d y p r o v i d e d U S $ 2 
m i l l i o n t o e s t a b l i s h a " F r i e n d 
s h i p F u n d " t o p r o m o t e f r i e n d 
l y e x c h a n g e s b e t w e e n t h e p e o 
p l e , e s p e c i a l l y y o u t h , o f t h e t w o 
c o u n t r i e s . F o r t h i s p u r p o s e , R o 
c a r d a n d J i m B o l g e r , p r i m e m i n 
i s t e r o f N e w Z e a l a n d , s i g n e d a n 
a g r e e m e n t . 

F r a n c e ' s " r e m o r s e " h a s e v e n 
t u a l l y w o n u n d e r s t a n d i n g . T h e 
d i f f e r e n c e , as B o l g e r d e s c r i b e d , 
h a s b e e n f i n a l l y r e s o l v e d a n d 

n o w e f f o r t s a r e u n d e r w a y t o d e 
v e l o p f r i e n d l y c o - o p e r a t i v e r e l a 
t i o n s b e t w e e n t h e t w o c o u n t r i e s . 
F r a n c e s u p p o r t s N e w Z e a l a n d ' s 
s t a n d t o p r o t e c t e n v i r o n m e n t 
a n d o p p o s e t h e e x p l o i t a t i o n o f 
m i n e r a l r e s o u r c e s i n A n t a r c t i c a ; 
N e w Z e a l a n d b a c k s t h e M a t i g -
n o n a g r e e m e n t r e n d e r i n g F r a n c e 
t o s t a b i l i z e t h e s i t u a t i o n i n N e w 
C a l e d o n i a . B o t h s i de s h o p e t o 
s t r e n g t h e n t r a d e t i e s . N e w Z e a 
l a n d , t h e w o r l d ' s f o u r t h b i g g e s t 
m u t t o n p r o d u c e r , p l a n s t o e n t e r 
t h e E u r o p e a n m a r k e t w i t h t h e 
h e l p o f F r a n c e . 

H o w e v e r , R o c a r d ' s v i s i t d i d 
n o t r e m o v e a l l d i f f e r e n c e s o f 
v i e w s b e t w e e n t h e t w o c o u n t r i e s . 
F r e n c h n u c l e a r t e s t i n g i n S o u t h 
P a c i f i c r e m a i n s t h e o u t s t a n d i n g 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n . A u s t r a l i a a n d 
N e w Z e a l a n d h a v e c o n s i s t e n t l y 
c o n d e m n e d F r a n c e ' s n u c l e a r 
t e s t i n g o n M u r u r o a I s l a n d i n 
S o u t h P a c i f i c a n d a d v o c a t e d 
t u r n i n g t h e i r r e g i o n i n t o a 
n u c l e a r - f r e e z o n e . 

R e s p o n d i n g t o N e w Z e a l a n d ' s 
o p p o s i t i o n t o F r e n c h n u c l e a r 
t e s t i n g , t h e F r e n c h p r i m e m i n i s 
t e r t o o k a s t r o n g s t a n d o n t h i s 
p r o b l e m . R o c a r d s a i d , " F r a n c e 
r e f u s e s t o s t o p i t s t e s t i n g u n l e s s 
t h e s u p e r p o w e r s r e d u c e t h e i r n u 
c l e a r a r s e n a l s . " B u t , h e a d d e d 
t h a t F r a n c e ' s n u c l e a r t e s t i n g 
b r i n g s n o t h r e a t t o t h e c o u n t r i e s 
t h e r e a n d F r a n c e w e l c o m e s 
G r e e n p e a c e o r g a n i z a t i o n a n d r e 
l e v a n t e x p e r t s t o v i s i t t h e r e . 

R o c a r d ' s v i s i t t o N e w Z e a l a n d , 
a l o n g w i t h h i s r e c e n t t r a v e l t o 
A u s t r a l i a , h a v e p a v e d t h e w a y 
f o r F r a n c e t o d e v e l o p r e l a t i o n s 
w i t h n a t i o n s i n t h e S o u t h P a c i f i c 

r e g i o n . 
S i n c e P a r i s m o v e d t h e c e n t r e 

o f i t s f o r e i g n a c t i v i t i e s t o A f r i c a 
i n t h e 1 9 5 0 s , F r a n c e h a s b e e n 
" a b s e n t " i n t h e A s i a n - P a c i f i c r e 
g i o n . N o w t h a t t h i s r e g i o n i s 
g r o w i n g i n i m p o r t a n c e i n t h e 
w o r l d s t age , F r a n c e i s e a g e r t o 
r e s t o r e r e l a t i o n s w i t h S o u t h P a 
c i f i c c o u n t r i e s i n a b i d t o s e c u r e 
a b r i d g e h e a d f o r i t s s t r a t e g y i n 
t h e A s i a n - P a c i f i c r e g i o n . 

A d d i t i o n a l l y , F r a n c e ' s o v e r 
seas t e r r i t o r i e s a r e i n t h e P a c i f 
i c r e g i o n . N e w C a l e d o n i a , n e a r 
A u s t r a l i a a n d N e w Z e a l a n d , 
a b o u n d s i n p r o d u c t s a n d i s i m 
p o r t a n t s t r a t e g i c a l l y . T o m a i n 
t a i n g o o d r e l a t i o n s w i t h t h e 
n e i g h b o u r i n g n a t i o n s r e m a i n s p i 
v o t a l t o a s t a b l e s i t u a t i o n o n t h e 
i s l a n d . 

A s a n u c l e a r p o w e r , F r a n c e 
n e e d s i t s s o l e n u c l e a r t e s t i n g s i t e 
o n M u r u r o a I s l a n d . I n t h e p a s t , 
F r a n c e ' s i n d e p e n d e n t n u c l e a r d e 
t e r r e n t p l a y e d a m a j o r r o l e i n 
m a i n t a i n i n g i t s p o s i t i o n as a b i g 
p o w e r i n t h e b i p o l a r w o r l d . I n 
t h e f u t u r e m u l t i p o l a r w o r l d , 
F r a n c e w i l l c e r t a i n l y s t i c k t o i t s 
n u c l e a r p o l i c y . 

A s F r e n c h P r e s i d e n t F r a n c o i s 
M i t t e r r a n d r e p e a t e d l y s t r e s s e d , 
F r a n c e ' s n u c l e a r w e a p o n s c a n 
g u a r a n t e e i t s p o s i t i o n i n t h e 
w o r l d . A l t h o u g h R o c a r d o n c e 
a g a i n e x p l a i n e d F r a n c e ' s n u c l e a r 
p o l i c y i n N e w Z e a l a n d , F r a n c e ' s 
p o s i t i o n r e s t s i n t h e b a l a n c e . I t 
m u s t f i n d a w a y b o t h t o m a i n t a i n 
i t s i n t e r e s t s i n t h i s r e g i o n a n d t o 
d e v e l o p f r i e n d l y r e l a t i o n s w i t h 
S o u t h P a c i f i c c o u n t r i e s o p p o s e d 
t o n u c l e a r d e v e l o p m e n t . A n d 
t h i s i s b y n o m e a n s a n e a s y j o b . • 
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CHINA 

As a delegate with 
the full powers of 
the former local 
Tibetan 
government, jigme 
was in Beijing in 
1950 negotiating 
with central 
government 
delegates on the 
peaceful liberation 
of Tibet Now 
vice-chairman of the 
Standing Committee 
of the National 
People's Congress 
and chairman of the 
Standing Committee 
of the Tibet 
Autonomous 
Region 
People's 
Congress, he 
recalls the 
signing of a 
17-article 
agreement 
on the 
peaceful 
liberation of 
Tibet and the great 
changes that have 
taken place in the 
last 40 years. 

17-Article Agreement: 
A Historical Turning 

by Ngapoi Ngawang Jigme 

M' 

XU XIANCJUN 

Ngapoi Ngawang Jigme. 

ay 23 this year marks the 
40th anniversary of the 
signing of the Agree

ment of the Central People's 
Government and the Local Gov
ernment of Tibet on the Mea
sures for the Peaceful Liberation 
of Tibet, also known as the 
17-Article Agreement. I was the 
fully authorized delegate of the 
former local Tibetan government 
who signed the agreement. All 
sorts of feelings well up in my 
heart as I recall the past and 
compare it with the situation to
day. 

I was born in 1911. The sign
ing of the 17-ArticIe Agreement, 

one of the most im
portant events I 
have ever experi
enced and a mile
stone in my life, has 
divided my 80 years 
into two periods. In 
the first 40 years, Ti
bet was stagnant un
der feudal serfdom. 
In the second 40 
years, Tibet adv
anced along the 
road charted by the 
17-Article Agree
ment, undergoing 

earthshaking changes and pros
perity with each passing day. The 
two 40 years form a sharp con
trast between the old and the 
new Tibet. It tells that in this 
multi-nationality country found
ed, the people of various nation
alities have, in the long period of 
historical development, cement

ed an inter-dependent relation
ship. Taking the road of joint 
development and common pros
perity has become an irreversible 
historical trend. The signing of 
the 17-Article Agreement con
formed with this general trend 
of historical development. I was 
happy to be involved in the pro
cess which was in the fundamen
tal interest of the Tibetan nation
ality and was in conformity with 
the historical trend, a process 
which has stood the test of his
tory. 
The Signing 

I remember that between 1949 
and 1950, when the revolution
ary war waged by the Chinese 
people under the leadership of 
the Communist Party of China 
was sweeping across the nation, 
the long-suppressed patriotic 
ideology of the Tibetan people 
ran high. Together with some 
upper-class patriots, I proposed 
that the Gaxag (the local Tibetan 
government) negotiate with the 
central government for the possi
ble peaceful liberation of Tibet. 
Early in 1950, while the Com
munist Party of China and the 
central people's government or
dered the People's Liberation 
Army to advance into Tibet for 
the consolidation of national def
ence, they also, in line with his
torical and actual conditions in 
Tibet, set forth the principles for 
the peaceful liberation of Tibet 
in order to avoid the destruc
tion of a war. These principles 
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Total Output Value 
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Agriculture 

(100 million yuan) 

1.83 

10.24 
Grain Output 

(10,000 tons) 

55.50 

1952 1990 1952 1990 

Population of 
Tiljetan Nationality 20m ^ g^age Lifespan 

(10,000) 

^05 (year of age) " 5 

35 

1952 

Public Health 
Organs 

1990 

900 

early 50s 

Electric power 

output 

(100 million kwh) 

1990 

3.10 

1990 

Amount of 2280 
Livestock 

(10,000 head) £M 
1952 1990 

School Enrolment 17.50 

(10,000) 

7.05 

1965 

Highway M ' t i e a g e 
(km) 

14721 

1990 

21720 

1965 1990 

received support from the Tibe
tan patriots and the broad masses 
of the people. 

In November 1950,' when the 
Dalai Lama took over the power 
in Tibet, he dispatched a fully 
authorized delegation, composed 
of Tubdan Laimen, Sangpo Den-
zin Donzhub and myself as chief 
delegate, to go to Beijing direct
ly from Qamdo. Other delegates, 
Kemu Soinam Wangdui and 
Tubdan Danda, went from Ya-
dong to Beijing via India. The 
five of us were fully empowered 
to negotiate with the central peo
ple's government. 

In April 1951, we gathered 
in Beijing and began negotia
tion with fully authorized mem
bers of the central people's gov
ernment delegation composed of 
Zhang Jingwu, Zhang Guohua 
and Sun Zhiyuan, with Li Wei-
han as the chief delegate. Be
cause both delegations held 
identical views on the fundamen

tal issue to be ironed out, name
ly reinforcing Han-Tibetan uni
ty and defending the reunifi
cation of the motherland, and 
because the central people's gov
ernment delegation gave full 
consideration to the opinions we 
raised, the negotiation proceed
ed, from beginning to end, in an 
atmosphere of friendliness, sin
cerity and full discussion. This 
was true despite the disputes and 
different views on some issues. 
After frank and serious discus
sions, both parties concluded an 
agreement on all matters con
cerning the peaceful liberation 
of Tibet. The Agreement of the 
Central People's Government 
and the Local Government of Ti
bet on Measures for the Peaceful 
Liberation of Tibet was officially 
signed on May 23. 

The major contents of the 
agreement included: (1) Drive 
imperialist forces out of Tibet 
and consolidate national unity. 

The local Tibetan government 
shall actively assist the People's 
Liberation Army (PLA) in its 
advance into Tibet. The Tibetan 
army shall be regrouped into the 
PLA. (2) Practise national re
gional autonomy under the lead
ership of the central people's gov
ernment. (3) Undertake various 
reforms in Tibet. The Tibetan 
local government should carry 
out, on its own accord, such re
forms and the people's demand 
for reform should be dealt with 
through consultation with the Ti
betan leaders. (4) Achieve unity 
within the Tibetan nationality, 
mainly the unity between the 
two sides represented by the Da
lai Lama and the Bainqen Lama. 
(5) Follow the policy for free
dom of religious belief and res
pect the customs and habits of 
the Tibetan people. (6) Gradual
ly develop agriculture, animal 
husbandry, industry, commerce, 
culture and education in the 
light of the actual conditions of 
Tibet and improve the standard 
of living. 

When I returned to Lhasa in 
September 1951, I reported to 
the conference of the local Tibe
tan government officials on the 
peace talks and the important 
contents of the agreement. I 
also refuted the rumours spread 
among the public in Lhasa at the 
time. After much discussion, the 
participating officials praised 
our work and expressed support 
for the 17-Article Agreement. 
On October 24, the Dalai Lama 
cabled Chairman Mao to express 
full support for the 17-Article 
Agreement. 

The signing of the 17-Article 
Agreement was a turning point 
for the development of the Tibe
tan history. It indicated that the 
Tibetan nationality had, once 
and for all, rid itself of the ag
gression and yoke of imperial
ism, smashing the imperialist 
plot to split China. It also de
monstrated that the various 
Chinese nationalities, the Tibe-

BEIJING REVIEW, MAY 20-26, 1991 



C H I N A 

t a n n a t i o n a l i t y i n c l u d e d , h a d r a l 
l i e d t o g e t h e r u n d e r n e w h i s t o r i 
c a l c o n d i t i o n s . 

C h a n g e s i n 4 0 Y e a r s 

T h e 1 7 - A r t i c l e A g r e e m e n t 
o p e n e d u p b r o a d v i s t a s f o r t h e 
p r o g r e s s a n d d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e 
T i b e t a n n a t i o n a l i t y , a f a c t w h i c h 
h a s b e e n t e s t i f i e d b y t h e p r o g r e s s 
a n d d e v e l o p m e n t o f T i b e t a n so 
c i e t y o v e r t h e l a s t 4 0 y e a r s . 

I n t h e f i e l d o f s o c i a l i s t d e m o 
c r a c y a n d l e g a l c o n s t r u c t i o n , t h e 
P e o p l e ' s C o n g r e s s o f t h e T i b e t 
A u t o n o m o u s R e g i o n a n d i t s 
S t a n d i n g C o m m i t t e e h a v e e n a c t 
e d a s c o r e o f l o c a l r e g u l a t i o n s 
a n d dec rees r e s p e c t i v e l y o n t h e 
c o n s t r u c t i o n o f p o l i t i c a l p o w e r , 
s o c i a l a n d e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p 
m e n t , m a r r i a g e , e d u c a t i o n , w r i t 
t e n l a n g u a g e , a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f 
j u s t i c e , n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s , a n d 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l p r o t e c t i o n . T h e i r 
f o r m u l a t i o n a n d i m p l e m e n t a t i o n 
p r o v i d e l e g a l g u a r a n t e e s f o r t h e 
T i b e t a n p e o p l e t o e x e r c i s e t h e i r 
a u t o n o m y i n t h e i r c a p a c i t y as 
m a s t e r s o f t h e c o u n t r y . R e m a r k 
a b l e h e a d w a y h a s b e e n m a d e 
w i t h r e g a r d t o t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n 
o f t h e p o U t i c a l p o w e r a n d t r a i n 
i n g o f T i b e t a n n a t i o n a l i t y c a d r e s . 
A c o n t i n g e n t o f c a d r e s c o m p o s e d 
m a i n l y o f T i b e t a n n a t i o n a l i t y 
p e o p l e h a s b e e n f o r m e d . A l a r g e 
n u m b e r o f c a d r e s o f T i b e t a n a n d 
o t h e r n a t i o n a l i t i e s h a v e t a k e n u p 
l e a d i n g p o s t s a t v a r i o u s l e v e l s 
a n d b e c o m e c h i e f l e a d e r s o f t h e 
p e o p l e ' s c o n g r e s s e s a n d g o v e r n 
m e n t s a t v a r i o u s l e v e l s . A s o f t h e 
e n d o f 1 9 8 9 , T i b e t a n s m a d e u p 
m o r e t h a n 6 6 . 6 p e r c e n t o f t h e 
t o t a l n u m b e r o f c a d r e s i n T i b e t . 

T h e a c h i e v e m e n t s m a d e i n t h e 
f i e l d o f s o c i a l p r o d u c t i o n a n d 
e c o n o m i c c o n s t r u c t i o n h a v e b e e n 
g r e a t . I n 1 9 9 0 , T i b e t ' s g r a i n o u t 
p u t h a d r e a c h e d 5 5 5 m i l l i o n k g , 
3 .58 t i m e s m o r e t h a n i n 1 9 5 2 , 
a n d t h e n u m b e r o f l i v e s t o c k t o 
t a l l e d 2 2 . 8 m i l l i o n h e a d , 2 . 3 4 
t i m e s m o r e t h a n i n 1 9 5 2 . T h e 
t o t a l o u t p u t v a l u e o f a g r i c u l t u r e 

a n d a n i m a l h u s b a n d r y r e a c h e d 
7 8 9 m i l l i o n y u a n , c o m p a r e d t o 
1 8 3 m i l l i o n y u a n i n 1 9 5 2 . M o d 
e r n i n d u s t r y , s t a r t e d f r o m 
s c r a t c h , h a s g r o w n g r a d u a l l y . 
T h e r e a r e n o w 2 6 3 s m a l l a n d 
m e d i u m - s i z e d e n t e r p r i s e s i n T i 
b e t ' s e l e c t r o n i c s , t e x t i l e , t i m b e r , 
b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s , f o o d p r o c e s s 
i n g , m i n i n g a n d o t h e r f i e l d s . 
T h e r e h a s a l s o b e e n g r e a t d e v e l 
o p m e n t i n T i b e t ' s n a t i o n a l h a n 
d i c r a f t i n d u s t r y . T i b e t h a s b u i l t a 
h i g h w a y n e t w o r k w i t h L h a s a as 
t h e c e n t r e w h i c h r u n s 2 1 , 8 0 0 k m 
a n d b e g u n f l i g h t s f r o m L h a s a t o 
B e i j i n g , C h e n g d u , G u a n g z h o u 
a n d K a t h m a n d u . T h e s t a t e c h a n 
n e l e d h u g e a m o u n t o f f u n d s i n t o 
t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e 1 , 0 8 0 - k m 
o i l p i p e l i n e e x t e n d i n g f r o m G u l -
m o d t o L h a s a . T i b e t ' s c u l t u r a l 
e d u c a t i o n a n d p u b l i c h e a l t h h a v e 
a l s o w i t n e s s e d g r e a t p r o g r e s s . 

w i t h 1 , 500 m e d i c a l w o r k e r s . 
M e d i c a l b o o k s , p a s s e d d o w n 
f r o m a n c i e n t t i m e s , a n d m a n y 
o t h e r c l a s s i c w o r k s h a v e b e e n 
c o m p i l e d a n d p u b l i s h e d i n t h r e e 
l a n g u a g e s , T i b e t a n , C h i n e s e a n d 
E n g l i s h , f o r d i s t r i b u t i o n a t h o m e 
a n d a b r o a d . 

W i t h t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f c o n 
s t r u c t i o n , t h e r e h a s b e e n m u c h 
i m p r o v e m e n t i n t h e s t a n d a r d o f 
l i v i n g o f t h e T i b e t a n p e o p l e . I n 
1 9 9 0 , t h e p e r - c a p i t a s h a r e o f 
g r a i n f o r f a r m e r s a n d h e r d s m e n 
i n c r e a s e d b y 1 0 0 p e r c e n t c o m 
p a r e d t o t h e p r e - l i b e r a t i o n y e a r s 
as t h e p e r - c a p i t a a n n u a l i n c o m e 
r e a c h e d s o m e 4 3 0 y u a n . T h e o v 
e r w h e l m i n g m a j o r i t y o f p e o p l e 
n o w h a v e e n o u g h f o o d a n d c l o 
t h i n g . 

W i t h i m p r o v e m e n t s i n m e d i c a l 
s e r v i c e , t h e T i b e t a n p e o p l e a r e 
h e a l t h i e r t o d a y t h a n i n e a r l i e r 

TANG ZHAOMING 
Training classes like this are conducted in Lhasa for Tibetan agrotechnicians. 

T h e r e g i o n b o a s t s 2 , 3 9 8 p r i m a r y 
s c h o o l s , 8 3 m i d d l e a n d s e c o n d a r y 
v o c a t i o n a l s c h o o l s a n d f o u r i n s t i 
t u t i o n s o f h i g h e r l e a r n i n g w i t h a 
t o t a l e n r o l m e n t o f 1 7 0 , 0 0 0 s t u 
d e n t s . T i b e t ' s b r i l l i a n t t r a d i t i o n 
a l c u l t u r e h a s b e e n i n h e r i t e d 
a n d c a r r i e d f o r w a r d a n d T i b e t a n 
m e d i c i n e d e v e l o p e d i n u n p r e c e 
d e n t e d w a y s . I n L h a s a , t h e r e a r e 
n o w w e l l e q u i p p e d T i b e t a n m e d 
i c i n e h o s p i t a l s a n d f a c t o r i e s , 

p e r i o d s . T h e m o r t a l i t y r a t e o f 
n e w b i r t h s h a s b e e n m u c h r e 
d u c e d . T i b e t ' s p o p u l a t i o n i n 
c r e a s e d f r o m 1.05 m i l l i o n i n 
1 9 5 2 t o 2 . 0 9 m i l l i o n i n 1 9 9 0 ; T i 
b e t a n p e o p l e m a d e u p 9 5 . 4 p e r 
c e n t o f t h e r e g i o n ' s t o t a l p o p u l a 
t i o n . T h e l i f e s p a n o f t h e T i b e t a n 
p e o p l e h a s r i s e n f r o m 3 5 y e a r s o f 
age i n t h e e a r l y 1 9 5 0 s t o 6 5 y e a r s 
t o d a y . A l l o f t h e s e c h a n g e s w e r e 
i m p o s s i b l e i n o l d T i b e t . • 
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1. In the past four decades since the peaceful 
liberation of Tibet, earth-shaking changes have 
taken place there. As the system of regional na
tional autonomy improves day by day, Tibet's 
economy has developed steadily and the people's 
living standards have been getting better and bet
ter. The various nationalities living on the "Roof 
of the World," each in its own ways, have cultivat
ed peace and happiness. Lhasa residents here ap
preciate the Tibetan opera, an opera with a histo
ry of more than 1,300 years. It demonstrates its 
unique artistic charms by telling religious and folk 
tales mainly in the form of song and dance and 
ballad. 

2. Actors and actresses from a Tibetan Opera 
Troupe of the autonomous region perform the 
traditional Tibetan opera "Zholwa Sangmo." 

3. Tourists from all over the world flock to Tibet 
to enjoy the beautiful landscape and historical 
sites and cultural relics. 

4. In 1990, the total output value of grain prod
uction in Tibet amounted to 550 million kg, triple 
that of the previous three decades. This is a wheat 
threshing-ground in Lhunzhub County, Tibet. 

5. In the rural Tibetan area, it is now common 
for households to purchase tractors. Farmers of 
Doilungdeqen County choose tractors at the Tibet 
Farm Machinery Co (Photo by Liu Lijia). 

6. A Tibetan child with his pet lamb. 
7. The north Tibetan plain. 
8. The Tibetan people now enjoy full freedom of 

religion and are able to maintain their unique 
lifestyle. This is the annual grand festival where 
people prostrated themselves before the image of 
Buddha, a statue of Sakyamuni, in Zhaipung 

Monastery in August 1990. 
9. Residents of Lhasa City have a picnic in the 

Norbu Lingka Park. 
10. These Tibetan handicraft women workers 

from Jedexiu township in Gonggar County are 
weaving "Pulo," and "Bangdi," a kind of tradition
al handicraft woollen knitwear. 

11. Today there are 2,538 schools and colleges in 
Tibet, and the Tibetan language is taught in all 
primary and middle schools. Here a Tibetan scho
lar gives a lesson in Tibetan (Photo by Ma 
Jingqiu) 

12. Students of the Tibetan Medical College of 
Tibetan University attend a lesson. 

13. A technician working high above the 
ground. Many engineering projects in Tibet were 
completed with the help of engineers from inland 
provinces and cities (Photo by Cheng Xi) 

14. Abundant geothermal energy resources hold 
magnificent promise for the development of ener
gy. This is the geothermal steam power station in 
Yangbajain, Tibet. 

15. The Lhasa Holiday Inn, a Sino-US joint 
venture, is one of the 43 engineering projects built 
with special state allocations. Here general mana
ger from the American side and deputy general 
Jigme (Tibetan) from the Chinese side have a chat. 

16. The Tibetan-style dining hall of the Lhasa 
Holiday Inn. 

17. Lhasa's northern suburbs. In the past 30 
years, wasteland has been reclaimed for cultiva
tion. New buildings have sprouted up everywhere 
and there is little difference between rural and 
urban development. 

(Except those stated, all photos were taken by 
our staff reporter Chen Zonglie.) 

18 BEIJING REVIEW, MAY 20-26, 1991 











CHINA 

In the past 40 years since Tibet's peaceful liberation in 1951, 
tremendous changes have taken place in the autonomous 
region. The Tibetan people have become their own masters, 
the economy has developed rapidly and the standard of living 
has improved day by day. Educational, scientific and cultural 
undertakings have come a long way, as well. At present, the 
Tibetans are exploiting its resources, developing agriculture 
and animal husbandry, improving its transport facilities and 
alleviating the energy shortage to pave the way for' future 
economic development. 

Tibet: 40 Years' Economic Development 

FTTlhis year is the 40th anniver-
I sary of the peaceful libera-

tion of the Tibet Autonom
ous Region. Only 40 years ago, 
Tibet was a feudal serf society 
with the overwhelming majority 
of Tibetan people suffering un
der the three kinds of estate-
holders (aristocrats, monastic au
tocrats and feudal officials). Af
ter the peaceful liberation of Ti
bet in 1951 and, in particular, 
following the Democratic Re
form in 1959, the feudal serfdom 
was overthrown and the Tibetan 
people were emancipated. The 
tremendous changes which have 
taken place in Tibet, especially 
in the past ten years, is evidenced 
by the rapid development of the 
economy and peaceful social or
der. 

Statistics show that in 1990 Ti
bet's gross product was 2.217 bil
lion yuan, the income was 1.67 
billion yuan and the total val
ue of industrial and agricultur
al output was 1.024 billion yuan. 
The total industrial output value 
increased by 7.4 times over the 
1965 figure, while the total agri
cultural output value was up 4.5 
times over 1952. 

by Our Staff Reporter Li Rongxia 
In 1989 the total grain output 

in the Tibet Autonomous Region 
reached 530,000 tons, a record 
high. In 1990, the region's total 
grain output was 555,000 tons, 
higher than that of 1989 and a 
200 percent increase over 1959. 

Grain Output 
Tibet is based on agriculture 

and animal husbandry with agri
culture accounting for over 75 
percent of the total output value 
of industry and agriculture. 

Before the Democrat ic Re
form, Tibet 's agr icul ture was 
basically primitive, with an an
nual grain output of only 180,-
000 tons. 

In order to develop agriculture 
and animal husbandry, the state 
earmarked a total of 13 billion 
yuan for Tibet in recent decades, 
most of which was made after 
the adoption of the policy of re
form and opening to the outside 
Growth in Grain Production 
Year 1959 1985 
output (tons) 180,000 450,000 

world. The Tibet Autonomous 
Region has carried out the gov
ernment's long-term policy that 
grants individual households the 
right to till their own land, own 
the livestock they breed and 
make their own production and 
mangement decisions. It has also 
implemented the policy of build
ing water conservancy projects 
and spreading scientific and 
technological knowledge, thus, 
accelerating the development of 
Tibetan agriculture and animal 
husbandry. 

In Gyangze County, we were 
told that the county's output of 
grain and oil-bearing crops in 
1990 exceeded 50 million kg, 
making it a major grain and oil 
producing county in Tibet. 

Puncog, Party committee se
cretary of Gyangze County, said 
tha t in the past 40 years, 
Gyangze's agriculture had con
s tant ly developed, especially 
since the reform and opening to 

1989 1990 
530,000 550,000 
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the outside world. According 
to statistics, the whole county's 
gross output of grain and oil-
bearing crops in 1959 was 5.7 
million kg, while in 1979 it was 
19.36 million kg, a three-fold in
crease in 20 years. In 1989, the 
figure shot up to 45 million kg, a 
rise of 135 percent over 1979. 
The county's gross value of agri
cultural output in 1979 was 3.6 
million yuan, and the average 
per-capita income of farmers 
was 127 yuan annually, while in 
1989, it reached 45.58 million 
yuan and the average annual 
per-capita income was 699 yuan. 

The development of agricul
ture greatly improved the hving 
standards. Puncog said that his 
county had the six following spe
cific improvements: 

1) New houses. About 80 per
cent of farmers in the whole 
county have built new houses, 
totalling 37,000 with a con
struction area of 500,000 square 
metres, an average of 10 square 
metres added for every person. 
2) Increased grain production. 
About 90 percent of farmers' 
households had surplus grain, 
enough for the whole family for 
one to three years. 3) Increased 
purchase of high-grade minority-
style furniture. 4) Increased pur
chase of modern, high-grade and 
Tibetan people harvest their crops. 

durable consumer goods. 5) 
More oil. 6) Increased savings 
deposits. 

Puncog attributed such a big 
progress in agriculture to the im
plementation of the central gov
ernment's special policy for Ti
bet, adding that the policy stimu
lated the farmers' enthusiasm. 
The farmers also benefit a lot 
from water conservancy projects 
built over the past few years and 
agro-technology adopted. 

During the past ten years, 
Gyangze County concentrated 
its resources on building water 
conservancy projects and har
nessing the Nyang Qu River, 
constantly improving its produc
tion conditions. It newly built 
and renovated a total of 33 main 
canals and transformed 22 small 
ditches in hills, thus shortening 
the irrigation period of crops 
from the previous 30 days to be
tween seven and ten days. It har
nessed the Rinang, Tuanjie and 
Nagno rivers, built eight reser
voirs and 39 water pools with a 
total storage of 5.35 million cu
bic metres. It established the first 
and second level Karmai pump-
storage stations. At present, the 
efficiently irrigated areas in the 
county has reached 6,667 hec
tares, some 74 percent of the 
county's 9,000 hectares of culti-

Ll RONGXIA 

vated land. 
The use of agrotechnology has 

also been of importance. To 
spread agricultural science and 
technology in Gyangze, however, 
requires time. The farmers of the 
area are used to the traditional 
way of the plough and don't 
know about the benefits of im
proved varieties, chemical fertil
izers and insecticides. 

The county's Party secretary, 
Puncog, took the lead by 
experimenting with his 
family-contracted land and ob
tained a measurable increase in 
production. As the farmers saw 
with their own eyes the great im
pact that agricultural science and 
technology had on crop produc
tion, they accepted many new 
ideas. Now the rate of use 
of improved seed variety has 
reached 80 percent of the coun
ty's total land and areas cultivat
ed by machinery reached over 50 
percent. About 480 kg of chemi
cal fertilizers are used per hec
tare. 

Gyangze is the epitome of Ti
betan agriculture. 

Since 1987, Tibet has designat
ed ten agricultural counties, all 
located along the Lhasa, Nyang 
Qu, Yalong, Nyang and Yarlung 
Zangbo rivers, as commercial 
grain bases. The dissemination 
and popularization of scientific 
farming in these counties has 
turned them into grain producers 
with high and stable yield. 

Statistics show that Tibet has 
established more than 16,500 
water conservancy projects, 
providing an annual water sup
ply of 1.567 billion cubic metres, 
and that the effectively irrigated 
area has reached 54.3 percent of 
Tibet's total cultivated land area. 
Small hydropower stations in 
rural areas have a total installed 
capacity of 48,000 kw, producing 
75 million kwh of electricity an
nually. 

The number of people of Tibe
tan nationality involved in scien
tific farming has reached 10,476, 
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accounting for 65 percent of the 
region's total. They have selected 
and bred 70 or so improved var
ieties of grain and other econo
mic crops. After the varieties 
were used, production increased 
by 15 to 30 percent. 

This year Tibet will arrange 12 
million yuan for the construction 
of water conservancy works and 
provide an agrotechnical service. 
Currently, the number of farm
land cultivated under technical 
guidance has reached 113,000 
hectares. 

Tibet's animal husbandry has 
also developed rapidly. The out
put value of animal husbandry 
in 1989 was 430 million yuan, 
an increase of 48.3 percent over 
1978. 

Tibet is one of China's five 
pastoral areas. It has 82.66 mil
lion hectares of grassland, 57.33 
million hectares of which can be 
used. It has 23 million head of 
animals, a 2.41-time rise over 
1959, and an average 10.8 head 
for each person, ranking the 
highest in the country. 

At present, four animal prod
uct bases have been established 
in Damxung, Nagqu, Amdo and 
Nyainrong counties. They offer 
1.25 million kg of mutton and 
beef annually. More than 60 per
cent of herdsmen have fixed re
sidences, no longer leading a no
madic life. 
I n d u s t r y F r o m S c r a t c h 

In Tibet, in addition to but
tered tea, guests are often enter
tained with beer. And the hosts 
will also say with pride that it 
was brewed in Tibet. 

In the past, beer was always 
transported from the inland. On 
May 16, 1988, construction of 
the Lhasa Brewery was begun 
with 24 million yuan in state in
vestment. After one year of ef
forts, it was formally put into 
production on September 28, 
1989, and now can produce 5,000 
tons of beer annually. 

Barley used is pollution 
free. And the water 
used, extracted from a 
127-metre-deep under
ground source, is extremely 
soft. The quality of the wat
er ranks among the best in 
the country. 

Jiao Yongqing, deputy 
director of the Lhasa Brew
ery, said that his factory 
uses equipment manufac
tured domestically in the 
1980s and imported a prod
uction line from Romania. 
Most of the equipment is 
controlled automatically. 

Thirty years ago, Tibet 
was regarded as a "no-
man's land" of China's 
modern industry. The in
dustrial products needed by 
Tibetans for their produc
tion and livelihood were al
ways supplied from other 
parts of China. 

A modern industry 
didn't appear in Tibet until in 
the 1960s when a number of 
modern industrial enterprises, 
such as electrical power, process
ing of agricultural and animal 
husbandry products, food, build
ing materials, machinery, light 
industry and textiles, as well as 
mining, were set up in Lhasa, 
Xigaze, Zetang, Qamdo and oth
er towns. 

Entering the 1980s, Tibet, pro
ceeding from its actual con
ditions, readjusted its existing in
dustries and decided to develop 
three major ones—power, textile 
and mining. Currently, there are 
more than 260 industrial enter
prises with 500 million yuan in 
fixed assets. In 1989, their output 
value was 221 million yuan. 

The power industry developed 
at a fast speed. There are 429 
power stations distributed in var
ious places of the region and 667 
sets of generators with a com
bined installed capacity of 147,-
922 kw, producing 280 million 
kwh of electricity a year. 

Exquisitely woven products of ttie Lhasa Car
pet Factory are loved by foreign businessmen. 

The textile industry has 
reached a certain scale. More 
than 120 enterprises have been 
established one after another, 
producing 420 varieties and de
signs. 

Tibet is rich in mineral re
sources. Reserves in some 70 
places have been verified. The 
reserves of chromium, boron and 
copper rank first nationwide. 
There are now over 60 min
ing enterprises. The output of 
chromium and iron reach 87,000 
tons, up 42 percent over 1986, 
and cement output was 120,000 
tons, a seven-fold increase over 
1986. 

In order to speed up the devel
opment of Tibetan industry, the 
state invested a lot of funds in 
technical transformation. Dur
ing the Seventh Five-Year Plan 
period (1986-90), of 123 million 
yuan in investment in techn
ical transformation, 53.87 mil
lion yuan was earmarked by the 
state to update 74 projects of 
eight industries. Investment in 
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transport and communications 
was 60 million yuan, which was 
used to purchase over 1,500 vehi
cles. Investment in energy de
velopment was 25 million yuan, 
which was used to renovate seven 
power enterprises, basically en
suring a sustained and safe sup
ply of electricity. Some 37.6 mil
lion yuan was put into the 
technical renovation of leather, 
woollen textiles, and nationality 
handicraft industries, which was 
used to renovate 30,000 square 
metres of workshops and revamp 
280 sets of equipment, so that the 
production technique and prod
uct quality reached the domestic 
level of the late 1970s. Tibet's 
textiles and nationality han
dicraft have already reached an 
appropriate scale. 

Tibet is unique nationality 
handicraft has a long history. 
The cushions of Gyangze, gold 
and silver utensils of Shannan 
and Qamdo, and Tibetan aprons, 
quilts and tents, which best sym
bolize Tibetan life and customs, 
are all well received by consu
mers. The current situation is 
quite different from the past 
when the development of nation
ality handicraft industry was 
slow. 

In the late 1980s, the central 
government adopted a preferen
tial policy for Tibetan handicraft 
industry, this, plus a total in
vestment of 25 million yuan, has 
greatly stimulated Tibet indus
trial enterprises. 

Tibet now has 108 nationality 
handicraft enterprises capable of 
producing 1,600 or so varieties of 
products, 18 varieties of which 
have won national awards for 
their high quality. The output 
value is 41.07 million yuan, an 
increase of 12 times over 1978. 

The nationality handicrafts 
sell well at home and abroad. In 
1989, some 32,000 square feet of 
Tibetan carpets were sold to the 
United States. 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Forty years ago, there were 

neither highways nor air lines 
connecting Lhasa to Beijing. If 
the Banqain and Dalai Lama 
wanted to come to Beijing, it 
would take them several months. 

In December 1954, the 
Sichuan-Tibet and the Qinghai-
Tibet highways were open to 
traffic at the same time. In 1965, 
construction of the Lhasa Gong-
gar Airport was completed and 
an air service between Beijing 
and Lhasa via Chengdu opened. 
From that time on, it has not 
been a difficult journey from 
Beijing to Lhasa, now taking 
only four hours. Lhasa is no lon
ger a distant place. 

Following the construction of 
the Qinghai-Tibet and Sichuan-
Tibet highways, construction 
of the Xinjiang-Tibet, Yunnan-
Tibet and China-Nepal highways 
was also completed. Currently, 
there are 21,695 km of highways 
and 720 or so bridges throughout 
the region. Some 15 trunk lines 
and 315 feeder highways cris
scross the region. The highway 
network covers every county in 
the region but Medog and 77 per
cent of the townships. 

Between 1974 to 1985, the 

1,937-km Qinghai Highway was 
reconstructed into a second-class 
asphalt road, the longest and 
highest asphalt highway above 
sea level in the world. The state 
invested 3 billion yuan in the 
project. 

After more than 20 years of 
efforts, there has been a growth 
of air flights from one to 16 each 
week and an annual increase in 
handling capacity from 4,000 to 
140,000 persons. An internation
al air route was also opened from 
Lhasa to Katmandu, capital of 
Nepal. 

The posts and telecommunica
tions have also helped to shorten 
the distance between Lhasa and 
Beijing and between Lhasa and 
the rest of the world. Last Sep
tember, Lhasa began an au
tomatic international and domes
tic telephone network and a tele
phone call from Lhasa to Beijing 
can now be connected in half an 
hour. 

Tibet's post and telecommuni
cation undertaking has taken 
shape gradually since the peace
ful liberation and, in the past 
ten years, has developed at a fast 
pace. Before the Sichuan-Tibet 
and Qinghai-Tibet highways 
were opened to traffic in Decem
ber 1954, postal matters had to 
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be sent by horse relay and it 
would take at least 29 day for a 
letter from Lhasa to Chengdu. 
The situation remained un
changed until that two highways 
were opened to traffic. Now, it 
takes only four or five days for a 
letter from Lhasa to its destina
tion in various parts of the coun
try. 

Statistics show that compared 
with 1958, the number of re
gion's post offices in 1989 in
creased from 12 to 118, a 
9.83-fold increase. The total 
length of postal roads increased 
from 2,816 km to 71,449 km, 
a rise of 25.37 times. About 74 
counties in the region are now 
accessible by postal communica
tions, and 70 percent of rural 
areas have access to postal com
munications. Air postal routes 
had grown from scratch and the 
long-distance telephones had in
creased from 28 to 226, an 
8.07-fold increase. The number 
of telephone exchanges within 
Lhasa grew from 150 to 10,740 
channels, up 71.6 times. Old-
style telephones made way to au
tomatic ones numbering 9,290. 
Telegraphs can be sent out from 
every county in the region. 

Satellite communication has 
also been introduced into Tibet. 
Currently the region has set up 
five satellite communication re

ceiving stations respectively in 
Lhasa, Qamdo, Nyingchi, Ngari 
and Xigaze. Residents in seven 
prefectures and cities and 74 
county seats can directly receive 
the CCTV news and other pro
grammes along with the inland 
residents. Lhasa news, on the 
other hand, can be transmitted 
to Beijing and relayed to other 
parts of the country and foreign 
countries in the same day. 

For the convenience of Tibe
tans, the region's post and com
munication departments have 
also opened a Tibetan-language 
telegraph business. 

With the expansion of interna
tional exchange, Tibet has esta
blished two international postal 
roads between Lhasa and India 
and between Lhasa and Nepal 
and an international postal ex
change business is in place be
tween China and Nepal and 
China and India via Tibet. 

D e v e l o p m e n t 

Great progress has been made 
in Tibet's economy during its 40 
years of development and con
struction. However, its isolated 
location on the "roof of the 
world," relatively small popula
tion, vast land area and incon
venient communication have left 
it with a weak economic founda

tion. The government of the au
tonomous region therefore decid
ed to exploit its advantage in 
resources gave priority to the de
velopment of agriculture, energy 
and transport. A group of key-
projects were undertaken to 
speed up economic construction. 

The comprehensive develop
ment of the Yarlung" Zangbo 
River, the Lhasa River and the 
Nyang Qu River (three rivers), 
for example, is the largest agri
cultural development project in 
the history of Tibet. Construc
tion formally began early this 
year in a total area of 65,700 
square km with an estimated to
tal investment of 2 billion yuan. 
By the end of this century, the 
project will help Tibet to have a 
granary as good as those in the 
inland. 

Located in the south central 
part of Tibet, the middle reaches 
of the three rivers are the re
gion's heartland; it is Tibet's 
most densely populated area and 
a centre of politics, economics 
and cuhure. With a population 
of 764,200, one third of Tibet's 
total, the area now has 100,000 
hectares of cultivated land, al
most half of the region's total. 
Grain output and commodity 
grain production respectively ac
count for 56 percent and 80 per
cent of the region's total. The 
area is rich in light energy and 
water resources. Some 53 sites 
have underground thermal water 
activity. About 80,000 hectares 
of wasteland can be reclaimed. 
Some 37 ore deposits have been 
discovered, the reserves of 17 
of which have been verified. Of 
these, the reserves of chromite 
total 3.9 million tons, represent
ing 40 percent of the country's 
total. 

This river development pro
gramme includes 50 or so water 
conservancy and other projects. 
After the programme is put into 
practice, four large bases for the 
production of commodity grain, 
non-staple food, textiles and han-

A truck convoy carries goods to Tibet via the Qinghai-Tibet Highway, MA JINGQIU 
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dicraft and the dissemination of 
science and technology—will be 
set up. It is estimated that in five 
years, grain production will in
crease by over 45 million kg, 
meat 8.8 million kg, butter 470,-
000 kg and electricity 69 million! 
kwh. 

The cons t ruc t ion of the 
Yamzhog Yumco Pump-Storage 
Power Station has been resumed. 
Located in Nanggarze County, 
south of Tibet, the Yamzhog 
Yumco Lake is about 800 square 
km in size and at an elevation of 
more than 4,400 metres. It is the 
largest fresh water lake north of 
the Himalayas Mountain. 

Early in 1959, geologists found 
that the Yamzhog Yumco Lake 
possessed tremendous water re
sources. In 1974 engineers and 
technicians conducted an on-site 
survey and decided to build 
a power station using the 840 
metre fall between the Yamzhog 
Yumco Lake and the Yarlung 
Zangbo River. In 1981, the pow
er station was listed as a state 
project. Construction began in 
1985, but stopped in 1986 be
cause some top Tibetan person
nel worried that the construction 
of the station would have an 
adverse impact on the environ
ment. Later research proved that 
there would be no adverse im
pact on the environment and, in 
August 1989, the state approved 
resumption of construction and 
allocated 600 million yuan for 
the purpose. The power station 
will be installed with six sets of 
15,000-kw water-pumping and 
power storage generators. 

At present, construction is on 
schedule and the first generating 
set will begin operation in four 
years. The station will not only 
meet Lhasa's need for electricity, 
but also form a large generat
ing network linking Lhasa, Xig-
aze and Shannan, helping the 
three-river development pro
gramme. 

The government will continue 
to exploit geothermal resources. 

In February this year, another 
two generat ing sets were in
stalled in Tibet 's Yangbajain 
Geothermal Power Station, ex
panding the station's installed ge
nerating capacity to 25,180 kw. 
After 16 years of development 
and use of shallow geothermal 
heat , the s ta t ion has been 
changed from an experimental 
project to a major producer of 
electricity. 

Tibet is very rich in geother
mal resources. At present, more 
than 600 heat sources have been 
found. The Yangbajain station 
was the first geothermal power 
station built in Tibet in 1977. As 
of now, the state has invested a 
total of more than 200 million 
yuan and generated a total of 370 
million kwh of electricity. It is 
the biggest station in Tibet and 
its annual output of electricity 
constitutes more than 40 percent 
of Lhasa's power network. 

In recent years, the first- and 
second-phase projects for the No. 
2 plant of the Yangbajain station 
were completed and construction 
of the third-phase project is in 
full swing. 

The geothermal development 
in Tibet has a t t racted many 
Chinese and foreign geologists 
and energy experts. Geothermal 
experts from the United States, 
Japan, New Zealand, Australia, 
Italy and the UN Development 
Programme have gone to Yang
bajain on technical exchange 
programmes many times. After 
conducting a survey, the U N De
velopment Programme and the 
Italian government thought the 
prospects for development were 
quite good and so provided US$9 
million in free assistance. 

Tibet 's geothermal resources 
are a unique type of energy. The 
industry has a prosperous future 
and will play an important role 
in Tibet 's economic develop
ment. 

With the rapid economic de
velopment in Tibet, the Lhasa 
Gonggar Airport cannot meet 

transportation demands. There
fore, the state decided to invest 
268 million yuan in the expan
sion of the airport. The project 
has been listed as a state key 
project. 

The expansion project includes 
a new runway 4,000 metres long 
and 60 metres wide, parking 
apron, a booking office building 
and a set of communication and 
navigation facilities of advanced 
national level as well as a new 
office building for airport per
sonnel. Design work for the ex
pansion project began in March 
1989 and construction in July 
1990. At present, it is going 
smoothly. After the completion 
of the project, the airport, which 
can only accommodate Boeing 
707 now, will be used by larger 
civilian passenger planes and 
cargo aircrafts including the 
Boeing 747. Its handling capacity 
will be expanded, related facili
ties added, and services im
proved daily, thus providing 
the condi t ions for opening 
new domestic and internation
al routes. 

A T e n - Y e a r P l a n 

"We have many things to do, 
but according to Tibetan reality, 
priority should be given to the 
development of agriculture, ani
mal husbandry , energy re
sources, transport and post and 
telecommunications in the next 
ten years," said Ma Lisheng, 
vice-chairman of the government 
of the autonomous region. 

Ma said that agriculture and 
animal husbandry were the back
bone of the Tibetan economy. 
Their gross output value made 
up 80 percent of the gross indus
trial and agricultural output val
ue, and people engaged in farm
ing and livestock breeding ac
counted for over 80 percent of 
the region's total. But currently 
the production of agriculture 
and animal husbandry is re-
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Winning Battle Against 
Cancer 

Nan Shan and his " N o . 7 Pharmaceutical" have 
brought relief to many cancer patients. 

by Our Staff Reporter Kou Zhengling 

Dr. Nan Shan at work. NAN CONG 

l a t i v e l y b a c k w a r d . E v e r y y e a r 
a b o u t 1 5 0 m i l l i o n k g o f g r a i n h a s 
t o be t r a n s f e r r e d f r o m i n l a n d , 
t h u s p u t t i n g a c r i m p i n t o e c o n o 
m i c d e v e l o p m e n t . M o r e e m p h a s 
is t h e r e f o r e n e e d s t o b e p u t o n 
a g r i c u l t u r e a n d a n i m a l h u s b a n 
d r y i n t h e 1 9 9 0 s . T h e f i r s t s t e p 
o f t h e p r o c e s s i s t o d e v e l o p t h e 
t h r e e - r i v e r a r e a . 

R e g a r d i n g e n e r g y d e v e l o p 
m e n t , h y d r o e l e c t r i c p o w e r 
s h o u l d b e s t r e s s e d as g e o t h e r m a l , 
w i n d a n d s o l a r e n e r g y a r e u s e d 
as a s u p p l e m e n t . E f f o r t s s h a l l b e 
m a d e t o c o m p l e t e o n s c h e d u l e 
t h e Y a n z h o g Y u m c o S t a t i o n a n d 
t h e Y a n g b a j a i n G e o t h e r m a l S t a 
t i o n . T h e i n s t a l l e d c a p a c i t y s h a l l 
b e i n c r e a s e d a t a r a t e o f 8 p e r 
c e n t a n n u a l l y . B y t h e e n d o f t h e 
c e n t u r y , t h e i n s t a l l e d c a p a c i t y o f 
p o w e r i n T i b e t w i l l b e i n c r e a s e d 
f r o m 1 4 0 , 0 0 0 k w i n 1 9 8 9 t o 3 6 0 , -
0 0 0 k w . 

I n t h e f i e l d o f t r a n s p o r t , e f 
f o r t s s h a l l b e m a d e t o i m p r o v e 
a n d m a i n t a i n t h e Q i n g h a i - T i b e t , 
S i c h u a n - T i b e t a n d X i n j i a n g -
T i b e t h i g h w a y s , a n d t o a c c e l e r 
a t e t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e n e w 
s e c t i o n o f t h e C h i n a - N e p a l H i g h 
w a y ( Z h a s a - Z h a m ) , t h e N a g q u -
Q a m d o H i g h w a y a n d t h e L h a s a -
B u r a n g H i g h w a y , a n d t o b u i l d 
t h e B o m e - M e d o g H i g h w a y . 

I n t h e f i e l d o f p o s t s a n d t e l e 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s , e f f o r t s s h a l l b e 
m a d e t o e m p h a s i z e c o n s t r u c t i o n 
o f n e w s a t e l l i t e r e c e i v i n g s t a 
t i o n s , t o g r a d u a l l y d e v e l o p a 
p r o g r a m m e - c o n t r o l l e d t e l e p h o n e 
s y s t e m l i n k i n g L h a s a t o v a r i o u s 
p a r t s o f t h e r e g i o n . A t t h e s a m e 
t i m e , t h e r e w i l l b e i m p r o v e 
m e n t s i n t h e b o r d e r c o m m u n i c a 
t i o n w o r k a n d a s t r e n g t h e n i n g o f 
t h e r u r a l p o w e r s t a t i o n c o n s t r u c 
t i o n . 

M a s a i d t h a t i n t h e 1 9 9 0 s , 
t h e r e w o u l d b e n e w b r e a k 
t h r o u g h s i n T i b e t ' s c o n s t r u c t i o n . 
E v e r y e f f o r t w i l l be m a d e t o d e 
v e l o p p r o d u c t i o n , l a y i n g a s o l i d 
f o u n d a t i o n f o r t h e f u r t h e r d e v e l 
o p m e n t i n t h e 2 1 s t c e n t u r y . • 

Bo r n i n E a s t C h i n a ' s Z h e -
j i a n g P r o v i n c e a n d a m a n 
w h o h a s a r o u s e d g r e a t a t 

t e n t i o n i n b o t h t h e C h i n e s e a n d 
f o r e i g n p r e s s , N a n S h a n h a s b e e n 
d u b b e d t h e " m a g i c d o c t o r " a n d 
t h e " c a n c e r k i l l e r . " " T o a s k D r . 
N a n S h a n " i s n o w a c o m m o n 
p r e s c r i p t i o n g i v e n t o p a t i e n t s o f 
c a r c i n o m a . I n a n a r t i c l e e n t i t l e d 
" T h e R e b i r t h o f H u a T u o ( a f a 
m o u s a n c i e n t C h i n e s e d o c t o r ) , " 
t h e J a p a n e s e d a i l y n e w s p a p e r 
Asahi Shimbun i n t r o d u c e d t h e 
p u b l i c t o D r . N a n S h a n a n d h i s 
m e d i c a l t e c h n i q u e s . 

" S e e i n g i s b e l i e v i n g " a n d a v i s 
i t t o D r . N a n S h a n i n H a n g z h o u , 
c a p i t a l o f Z h e j i a n g P r o v i n c e , o n 
a m i d - M a r c h d a y t h i s y e a r r e 
v e a l e d t h e p o p u l a r i t y h e e n j o y s 
a m o n g h i s p a t i e n t s . 

A First-hand Experience 
I t w a s a r a i n y s p r i n g d a y a t 

t h e N a n S h a n T u m o u r C l i n i c , 
a r o o m o f m o r e t h a n 2 0 s q u a r e 
m e t r e s l o c a t e d a t N o . 195 J i e f a n g 
R o a d , H a n g z h o u C i t y . M o r e 
t h a n 2 0 p a t i e n t s w e r e w a i t i n g f o r 
t r e a t m e n t . S i l k b a n n e r s o f r e d 
v e l v e t , b e a r i n g g o l d e n c h a r a c 
t e r s , p r a i s e d t h e d o c t o r ' s m e d i c a l 
success i n b r i n g i n g p a t i e n t s b a c k 
t o l i f e . P r e s e n t e d b y h i s p a t i e n t s , 
t h e b a n n e r s h u n g p r o u d l y o n t h e 
w a i t i n g r o o m w a l l s . 

T h e d o c t o r i n h i s l o n g w h i t e 
g o w n w a s d i a g n o s i n g a p a t i e n t ' s 
i l l n e s s . 

L i u H e z h o u , a s e n i o r e n g i n e e r 
a t H a n g z h o u T e a T e s t i n g F a c t o 
r y , w a s a m o n g t h o s e w a i t i n g f o r 
t r e a t m e n t . A g e d 8 4 , L i u b e g a n t o 
h a v e b l o o d i n h i s s t o o l o n O c t o -
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ber 7, 1988. Since that day, his 
condition had gotten steadily 
worse. Doctors at the Provincial 
Tumour Hospital decided that he 
had developed a cauliflower-like 
carcinoma, 3 cm sq in size, in his 
rectum. Given his age, he was 
afraid of being operated on or 
being given chemical treatment. 
After reading a report in the 
Hangzhou Ribao ( H a n g z h o u 
Daily), he turned to Dr. Nan 
Shan. After only one week since 
he began to take the "No. 1 
Pharmaceutical" on November 
8, 1988, his stool turned back to 
normal. Two months later, his 
tumour was reduced to half of its 
original size and seven months 
later it had disappeared com
pletely. 

Why had he returned to see 
the doctor? Liu answered with a 
smile,"I still fill ill at ease and so 
come to see Dr. Nan Shan every 
three or four months for some 
medicine. The medicine pres
cribed by Dr. Nan Shan not only 
doesn't have any side-effects but 
it does combat cancer. Now, af
ter I take three small spoonfuls 
of his 'No. 1 Pharmaceutical, ' I 
feel quite normal." 

Among those who waiting was 
a middle-aged man who looked 
strong and healthy. He had come 
to express his gratitude to the 
doctor. 

The man , age 53, was Li 
Shangjian, a native from Bai-
zhang Town, Yuhang County. In 
1987, after a physical check with 
a B ultra-sonic machine, he was 
diagnosed as having a late stage 
of liver carcinoma by doctors at 
the Hangzhou Tumour Hospital. 
He was so ill he could hardly get 
off his bed. A fellow patient sug
gested he see Dr. Nan Shan. 

"My family members have 
prepared for my death. Still, I 
wanted to have a try with Dr. 
Nan Shan. With my medical re
cord in hand, my daughter saw 
Dr. Nan Shan and brought back 
30 bottles of his 'No. 1 Pharma
ceutical.' After taking it for only 

three days, I felt better. After 
half a year, I now can manage 
my daily life and one year later 
a medical check at the county 
hospital showed that the tumour 
had disappeared. I now work as a 
warehouse keeper at the facto
ry," Li recalled. 

In addition to carcinomas of 
the rectum and liver patients. 
Dr. Nan Shan also treats cancer 
patients of the stomach, esopha
gus, breast, lung and bladder at 
later period. 

As news of his treatment has 

handicapped man and his two 
legs paralyzed! 

Born into a family of tradi
tional Chinese medicine doctors 
in Wenzhou, Zhejiang Province 
in 1920, Dr. Nan Shan, instruct
ed by his grandfather and father, 
began to treat patients as a teen
ager. After the founding of New 
China in 1949, he became a staff 
worker at a local township mar
keting and supply co-operative. 
He spent all his sparetime study
ing such Chinese medicine clas
sics as Compendium of Materia 

Former patients pay a visit to Dr. Nan Shan. N/tN GONG 

spread, mainland Chinese pa
tients as well as patients from 
Taiwan, Hong Kong, the Unit
ed States, Japan and Southeast 
Asian countries have poured into 
his small waiting room. 

In November 1988, Dr. Nan 
Shan successfully cured a Ja
panese cancer patient Musashi 
Nomi. Another Japanese, Yoko-
gawa Nobuo, got the news and 
paid a special visit to the doctor. 
His treatment was the basis of 
the story in the Asahi Shimbun. 

The Birth of His Medicine 

It was a great surprise to see 
Dr. Nan Shan in person. He is a 

Medica, Huang Di's Cannon of 
Internal Medicine, Synopsis of 
the Golden Chamber and the 
like. Moreover, under the guid
ance of his father, he began to 
explore ways to treat malignant 
tumour. His study was interrupt
ed during the "cultural revolu
tion," (1966-76) however, when 
he was labeled a "mountebank" 
who did not concentrate on his 
proper business. It was during 
this time that he became totally 
paralyzed in both legs. 

Hearing the news, his father 
encourage him to continue in his 
work, giving him all of his secret 
prescriptions. Based on his love 
of traditional Chinese medicine 
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a n d a sense o f h i s m i s s i o n t o b e 
c o m e a d o c t o r , h e d i s c i p l i n e d 
h i m s e l f a n d c o n c e n t r a t e d a l l h i s 
e n e r g y o n t h e m e d i c a l r e s e a r c h 
a n d e x p e r i m e n t s . 

A f t e r m o r e t h a n 2 0 y e a r s o f 
s t r e n u o u s e f f o r t s , h e f i n a l l y s u c 
ceeded i n d e v e l o p i n g t h e " N o . 
1 P h a r m a c e u t i c a l , " a p r o d u c t 
w h i c h i s s t e a m e d a n d d e c o c t e d 
o u t o f m o r e t h a n t e n t y p e s o f 
h e r b a l C h i n e s e m e d i c i n e s a n d 
p l a n t o i l s . 

A f t e r t h e t u r b u l e n t " c u l t u r a l 
r e v o l u t i o n " e n d e d i n 1 9 7 6 , h e 
w e n t b a c k t o W e n z h o u t o d i s c o v 
e r t h a t a n e i g h b o u r h a d c o n t r a c t 
e d c a n c e r w h i c h w a s a l r e a d y i n 
i t s l a t e s tages . A f t e r r e p e a t e d r e 
q u e s t s f r o m t h e p a t i e n t ' s f a m i l y 
m e m b e r s , D r . N a n S h a n , f o r t h e 
f i r s t t i m e p u t h i s m e d i c i n e t o t h e 
t e s t . A f t e r t h r e e c o u r s e s o f t r e a t 
m e n t ( o n e m o n t h f o r e a c h 
c o u r s e ) , t h e 6 0 - y e a r - o l d p a t i e n t 
w a s r e l i e v e d o f h i s p a i n a n d r e 
s u m e d e a t i n g . S h o r t l y t h e r e a f t e r , 
h e t o o k u p h i s w o r k as a c a r p e n 
t e r a g a i n . H e i s n o w l i v i n g a h e a l 
t h y l i f e . 

S i n c e t h e n t h e f a m e o f D r . 
N a n S h a n ' s " N o . 1 P h a r m a c e u t i 
c a l " s p r e a d f r o m t h e c o u n t r y s i d e 
t o c i t i e s a n d p a / t i e n t s b e g a n t o 
p o u r i n t o h i s o f f i c e . I n 1 9 8 4 , 
w i t h t h e a p p r o v a l o f t h e c o u n t y 
b u r e a u o f p u b l i c h e a l t h , h e s t a r t 
e d h i s " N a n S h a n C l i n i c " i n 
C h a o s h a n T o w n s h i p . I n M a y 
1 9 8 8 , w i t h t h e h e l p o f t h e H a n g 
z h o u A s s o c i a t i o n f o r t h e H a n d i 
c a p p e d , t h e c i t y ' s M a s s a g e H o s p i 
t a l a s k e d h i m t o s t a r t a s p e c i a l 
c l i n i c f o r t u m o u r p a t i e n t s . 

S c i e n t i f i c B a s i s 

O n J u l y 1 4 , 1 9 8 9 , w i t h t h e a p 
p r o v a l f r o m Z h e j i a n g P r o v i n c i a l 
D e p a r t m e n t o f P u b l i c H e a l t h , 
t h e H a n g z h o u A s s o c i a t i o n f o r 
t h e H a n d i c a p p e d c o m m i s s i o n e d 
t h e Z h e j i a n g B r a n c h o f C h i n e s e 

. A c a d e m y o f M e d i c a l S c i e n c e s 
a n d t h e T u m o u r R e s e a r c h I n s t i 
t u t e o f Z h e j i a n g M e d i c a l U n i v 
e r s i t y t o j o i n t l y r e s e a r c h t h e 

d r u g ' s t o x i c i t y , e f f e c t s o n a n 
i m a l s a n d b e n e f i t s t o p a t i e n t s . 
T h e s t u d y l a s t e d h a l f a y e a r . I n 
i t s c o n c l u s i o n , t h e e x p e r t s w r o t e 
t h e f o l l o w i n g : t h e " N o . 1 P h a r 
m a c e u t i c a l " h a s n o t o x i c i t y 
o r s i d e - e f f e c t s a n d e f f e c t i v e l y 
c h e c k s t h e g r o w t h o f c a n c e r c e l l s . 

B e t w e e n M a y 1 9 8 8 a n d F e 
b r u a r y 1 9 9 0 , D r . N a n S h a n h a s 
t r e a t e d m o r e t h a n 9 , 5 2 6 c a r c i 
n o m a p a t i e n t s . S o m e 3 , 1 0 0 p a 
t i e n t s w e r e g i v e n i n i t i a l t r e a t 
m e n t . F o l l o w i n g t h e Standards 
on Effects of Treatment by 
Chinese Herbal Medicine o f t h e 
M i n i s t r y o f P u b l i c H e a l t h , t h e 
H a n g z h o u W u s h a n I n s t i t u t e f o r 
M u l t i - d i s c i p l i n a r y S t u d i e s o n 
C h i n e s e M e d i c i n e t r a c e d 4 4 p a 
t i e n t s , t h r o u g h d i r e c t v i s i t s o r 
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e . T h e r e s u l t s w e r e 
e n c o u r a g i n g : 18 p a t i e n t s t r e a t e d 
e x c l u s i v e l y w i t h t h e " N o . 1 P h a r 
m a c e u t i c a l " h a v e a l l b e e n c u r e d 
a n d a m o n g 2 6 p a t i e n t s w h o w e r e 
t r e a t e d c o m p r e h e n s i v e l y w i t h 
t h e " N o . 1 P h a r m a c e u t i c a l , " t h e 
e f f e c t o n 12 w a s r e p o r t e d as sa
t i s f a c t o r y , 1 2 r e p o r t e d r e m a r k 
a b l e e f f e c t s a n d t w o e x p e r i e n c e d 
a m o d e r a t e e f f e c t . T h e R e p o r t 
p o i n t e d o u t t h a t t h e " N o . 1 
P h a r m a c e u t i c a l " a i d s a p e r s o n ' s 
h e a l t h , e l i m i n a t e s u n h e a l t h y i n 
f l u e n c e s a n d s t r e n g t h e n s b o d i l y 
r e s i s t a n c e t o d i seases . W h e n t a k 
e n as a p a r t o f a c o m p r e h e n s i v e 
t r e a t m e n t p l a n , i n c l u d i n g o p e r 
a t i o n s , r a d i a t i o n a n d c h e m i c a l 
t h e r a p y , i t p l a y s a m a j o r r o l e i n 
r e c t i f y i n g a n d i m p r o v i n g p h y s i 
c a l f u n c t i o n s . F o r e x a m p l e , i t i n 
c reases t h e i n t a k e o f t h e s t o 
m a c h , d e e p e n o n e ' s s l e e p , r e 
d u c e s s w e l l i n g , s t o p s p a i n a n d 
v o m i t i n g , i n c r e a s e s t h e w h i t e 
b l o o d c e l l s a n d r e i n v i g o r a t e s t h e 
b o d y . T h e t r a c e i n v e s t i g a t i o n 
a g a i n s h o w e d t h a t t h e " N o . 1 
P h a r m a c e u t i c a l " w a s a n e f f e c 
t i v e a n d s a f e m e d i c i n e f o r t u m 
o u r t r e a t m e n t a n d t h a t p a t i e n t s 
e x p e r i e n c e d n o s i d e - e f f e c t s . 

T h e s t u d i e s a r e f a r f r o m o v e r , 
h o w e v e r . . A c c o r d i n g t o r e g u 
l a t i o n s , o n l y a f t e r c l i n i c a l e x p e r 

i m e n t s b y t h r e e t o f i v e l a r g e 
h o s p i t a l s c a n a m e d i c i n e b e ap 
p r o v e d b y t h e S t a t e P h a r m a c e u t 
i c a l A d m i n i s t r a t i o n . D u e t o t h e 
s h o r t a g e o f f u n d s a n d o t h e r r e a 
s o n s , s u c h a s t e p h a s n o t y e t b e e n 
t a k e n . 

" I h o p e t o ge t t h e s u p p o r t a n d 
h e l p o f o t h e r p e o p l e a n d e n s u r e 
t h a t m y m e d i c i n e h a s f u r t h e r 
s c i e n t i f i c s c r u t i n y a n d f i n a l a p 
p r o v a l , t h u s m a k i n g i t a v a i l a b l e 
t o m o r e a n d m o r e p a t i e n t s , " D r . 
N a n S h a n s a i d w i t h a s t r o n g l o 
c a l a c c e n t . 

" A l t h o u g h w e a r e s t i l l n o t 
c l e a r a b o u t t h e p a t h o l o g i c a l m e 
c h a n i s m o f c a r c i n o m a s , w e 
c a n s t i l l m a k e s o m e p r o g r e s s . 
C h i n e s e m e d i c i n e e m p h a s i z e s 
s u p p o r t i n g t h e b o d y ' s h e a l t h y 
e n e r g y a n d s t r e n g t h e n i n g t h e 
b o d y ' s i m m u n e s y s t e m . E v e r 
y b o d y h a d c a n c e r c e l l s i n h i s 
b o d y b u t o n l y n o r m a l l y h e a l t h y 
p e o p l e c a n c o n t r o l t h e i r g r o w t h . 
I f o n e ' s i m m u n e s y s t e m i s c o r 
r u p t e d , a c a n c e r c a n d e v e l o p . M y 
g o a l i s t o i m p r o v e t h e p a t i e n t s ' 
i m m u n e c a p a b i l i t y a n d h e l p 
t h e m f i g h t c a n c e r , " h e a < k l e d . 

T h e m a i n b e n e f i t o f t h e " N o . 1 
P h a r m a c e u t i c a l " i s t h a t i t h a s 
n o t o x i c i t y o r s i d e - e f f e c t s . W h i l e 
p r e v e n t i n g t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f 
c a n c e r c e l l s , i t d o e s n o h a r m t o 
h e a l t h y c e l l s . I t i s t h u s a g r e a t 
s t e p f o r w a r d c o m p a r e d w i t h 
c h e m i c a l t h e r a p y . D r . N a n S h a n 
h a s a l s o d e v e l o p e d t h e " N o . 2 , " 
" N o . 3 , " " N o . 4 " p h a r m a c e u t i 
c a l s . T h e s e d r u g s a r e t a r g e t e d a t 
a v a r i e t y o f c a r c i n o m a s a n d o t h 
e r d i seases . 

" T r a d i t i o n a l C h i n e s e m e d i 
c i n e , w i t h i t s h i s t o r y o f t h o u 
s a n d s o f y e a r s , i s o n e o f t h e g r e a t 
a c h i e v e m e n t s o f w o r l d m e d i c i n e . 
C o m b i n i n g t r a d i t i o n a l C h i n e s e 
w i t h m o d e r n W e s t e r n m e d i c i n e 
i s t h e c o r r e c t d i r e c t i o n b y w h i c h 
t o d e v e l o p C h i n e s e m e d i c i n e . T o 
e x t r a c t t h e essence o f t r a d i t i o n a l 
C h i n e s e m e d i c i n e a n d c a r r y i t 
f o r e w a r d i s m y l i f e ' s g o a l , " s a i d 
D r . N a n S h a n . • 
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UNDP Updates China's 
Machine Tools Industry 

D u r i n g t h e E i g h t h F i v e - Y e a r 
P l a n p e r i o d ( 1 9 9 1 - 1 9 9 5 ) , t h e 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s D e v e l o p m e n t 
P r o g r a m m e ( U N D P ) w i l l a s s i s t 
C h i n a w i t h U S $ 1 2 m i l l i o n t o i m 
p r o v e t h e c o u n t r y ' s m a c h i n e t o o l 
i n d u s t r y . T h i s i s t h e l a r g e s t p r o 
g r a m m e e v e r a p p r o v e d b y 
U N D P . 

T h e s i g n i n g c e r e m o n y w a s 
h e l d a t t h e B e i j i n g N o . 2 M a c h 
i n e T o o l s W o r k s o n A p r i l 2 3 , 
1 9 9 1 . R o y D . M o r e y , r e s i d e n t 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f U N D P i n 
C h i n a , a n d L o n g Y o n g t u , d e p u t y 
d i r e c t o r o f t h e C h i n a I n t e r n a 
t i o n a l C e n t r e f o r E c o n o m i c & 
T e c h n i c a l E x c h a n g e ( C I C E T E ) , 
s i g n e d t h e a g r e e m e n t a t t h e c e r 
e m o n y . 

A c c o r d i n g t o L o n g , t h e U S $ 1 2 
m i l l i o n f u n d w i l l b e u s e d f o r t h e 
i m p r o v e m e n t o f f o u n d r y m a c h i 
n e r y t e c h n o l o g y , c o m p u t e r n u 
m e r i c a l c o n t r o l s y s t e m s d e 
v e l o p m e n t , p i l o t a u t o n o m o u s 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g i s l a n d a n d t h r e e 
o t h e r p r o j e c t s . S i x t y p e r c e n t o f 
t h e U N D P f u n d w i l l b e a l l o c a t 
e d f o r t r a i n i n g a n d c o n s u l t i n g 
s e r v i c e s , a n d t h e r e s t w i l l b e u s e d 
t o i m p r o v e e q u i p m e n t . 

M o r e y s a i d t h a t b e c a u s e 
C h i n a h a d d e v e l o p e d i n t o a c o n 
s u m e r s o c i e t y i n t h e p a s t 1 2 
y e a r s , " t h e m a c h i n e t o o l i n d u s 
t r y i s f u n d a m e n t a l t o t h e m a n 
u f a c t u r e o f g o o d s o f s u f f i c i e n t 
q u a l i t y t o m e e t r i s i n g d o m e s t i c 
c o n s u m e r d e m a n d s . " I n o r d e r t o 
m e e t C h i n a ' s d o m e s t i c n e e d s a n d 
b r i d g e t h e g a p w i t h t h e w o r l d ' s 
a d v a n c e d c o u n t r i e s , M o r e y e x 
p l a i n e d , U N D P d e c i d e d t o p r o v 
i d e C h i n a w i t h t h e a s s i s t a n c e . 

T h e N a t i o n a l P r o g r a m m e 
M a n a g e r a n d C h i e f E n g i n e e r 
o f t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f M a c h i n e 
T o o l s , H u a n g Z h e , s t a t e d t h a t 
C h i n a h a s 1 ,000 m a c h i n e t o o l 
e n t e r p r i s e s m a n n e d w i t h 6 8 0 , 0 0 0 
e m p l o y e e s a n d e i g h t c o m p r e h e n 

s i v e i n s t i t u t e s a n d 3 7 p r o d u c t -
o r i e n t e d r e s e a r c h i n s t i t u t i o n s . 
A l t h o u g h C h i n a h a s e s t a b l i s h e d 
a r e l a t i n g c o m p l e t e i n d u s t r i a l 
s y s t e m , t h e t e c h n o l o g i c a l s t a n 
d a r d h a s f a l l e n b e h i n d . T h e t e c h 
n o l o g i c a l l e v e l o f t h e m a c h i n e 
t o o l i n d u s t r y i s o n l y m e a s u r e d 
u p t o t h e w o r l d s t a n d a r d s o f t h e 
m i d - 1 9 7 0 s . W i t h t h e h e l p o f 
t h e U N D P f u n d , t h e t e c h n i c a l 
s t a n d i n g o f C h i n a ' s m a c h i n e t o o l 
i n d u s t r y i s e x p e c t e d t o b e o n l y 
1 0 y e a r s b e h i n d b y t h e y e a r 
2 0 0 0 , H u a n g s a i d . 

I n o r d e r t o m o d e r n i z e t h e 
m a c h i n e t o o l i n d u s t r y , t h e c e n 
t r a l a n d l o c a l g o v e r n m e n t s w i l l 
i n v e s t 1.2 b i l l i o n y u a n ( a b o u t 
U S $ 2 3 0 m i l l i o n ) i n 5 0 e n t e r p r i s 
es t o i m p r o v e t h e i r p r o d u c t i v i t y 
a n d t e c h n o l o g i c a l s t a n d a r d s . • 

China to Launch Foreign 
Satellites 

T h e C h i n a a i r a n d s p a c e d e 
p a r t m e n t s a r e s p e e d i n g u p p r e 
p a r a t i o n t o l a u n c h t h r e e s a t e l 
l i t e s f o r f o r e i g n c o u n t r i e s w i t h i n 
t w o o r t h r e e y e a r s , a c c o r d i n g t o 
W u K e l i , e x e c u t i v e d e p u t y p r e s 
i d e n t o f t h e C h i n a G r e a t W a l l 
I n d u s t r i a l C o r p . 

W u s a i d t h a t C h i n a w i l l u s e 
t h e r e c e n t l y m a n u f a c t u r e d L o n g 
M a r c h - 2 c l u s t e r c a r r i e r r o c k e t t o 
l a u n c h t w o A u s t r a l i a n t e l e c o m 
m u n i c a t i o n s s a t e l l i t e s m a n u f a c 
t u r e d b y t h e H u g h e s A i r c r a f t 
C o m p a n y o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . 
T h e t w o s a t e l l i t e s w e r e o r i g i n a l 
l y e x p e c t e d t o b e l a u n c h e d t h i s 
a u t u m n a n d a y e a r l a t e r b u t t h e 
l a u n c h i n g w i l l b e d e l a y e d d u e t o 
t h e d e m a n d o f t h e s a t e l l i t e m a n 
u f a c t u r e r . C u r r e n t l y , b o t h s i d e s 
h a v e d e c i d e d t o s h o o t u p o n e 
b e t w e e n M a r c h a n d M a y a n d 
t h e o t h e r b e t w e e n A u g u s t a n d 
O c t o b e r n e x t y e a r . ' 

T h e t h i r d s a t e l l i t e t o b e 
l a u n c h e d i s S w e d e n ' s p o s t 
a n d t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s s a t e l 
l i t e w h i c h w i l l b e p l a c e d i n s y n 

c h r o n o u s o r b i t w i t h t h e s u n . I t 
w i l l be l a u n c h e d i n e i t h e r 1 9 9 2 
o r 1 9 9 3 . 

T h e C h i n a G r e a t W a l l I n d u s 
t r i a l C o r p . i s t h e o n l y o r g a n i z a 
t i o n i n C h i n a w h i c h p r o v i d e s sa
t e l l i t e l e a s i n g s e r v i c e s f o r f o r 
e i g n c o u n t r i e s . I t s u c c e s s f u l l y 
l a u n c h e d t h e A s i a s a t - I c o m m u n 
i c a t i o n s s a t e l l i t e i n A p r i l 1 9 9 0 , 
l a y i n g a f o u n d a t i o n f o r C h i n a 
t o e n t e r t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l space 
m a r k e t . 

A t p r e s e n t , t h e c o r p o r a t i o n i s 
m a k i n g a s a t e l l i t e - l a u n c h i n g t e n 
d e r i n s u c h c o u n t r i e s a n d r e 
g i o n s as t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , B r i 
t a i n , G e r m a n y , I t a l y , J a p a n , 
M e x i c o , B r a z i l , I r a n , T h a i l a n d 
a n d S o u t h K o r e a . 

b y Yao Jianguo 

China Sends Big 
Shoppers Abroad 

C h i n a ' s l a r g e s t p u r c h a s i n g d e 
l e g a t i o n e v e r t o W e s t e r n E u r o p e 
s i n c e 1 9 4 9 w i l l l e a v e i n e a r l y 
J u n e f o r t h e E E C m e m b e r c o u n 
t r i e s o f B e l g i u m , I t a l y , S p a i n , 
F r a n c e , B r i t a i n a n d G e r m a n y 
f o r t h r e e w e e k s o f t r a d e a c t i v i 
t i e s . 

H e a d e d b y W e i Y u m i n g , 
f o r m e r v i c e - m i n i s t e r o f F o r e i g n 
E c o n o m i c R e l a t i o n s a n d T r a d e , 
t h e p u r c h a s i n g d e l e g a t i o n i s 
c o m p o s e d o f 16 h i g h - r a n k i n g o f 
f i c i a l s f r o m t h e a b o v e -
m e n t i o n e d m i n i s t r y , t h e S t a t e 
P l a n n i n g C o m m i s s i o n , t h e M i n 
i s t r y o f M a t e r i a l s a n d E q u i p 
m e n t , f o r e i g n t r a d e c o m p a n i e s 
a n d o t h e r i n d u s t r i a l a n d t r a d e 
f i r m s . 

I n a d d i t i o n , i n e i t h e r M a y o r 
J u n e , o t h e r b u s i n e s s g r o u p s w i l l 
b e s e n t t o t h e E E C m e m b e r 
c o u n t r i e s t o o r d e r s u c h g o o d s 
as c h e m i c a l s , h a r d w a r e , m a c h 
i n e r y , t e x t i l e s , l i g h t i n d u s t r i a l 
p r o d u c t s , n a t i v e a n d a n i m a l b y 
p r o d u c t s , m e d i c i n e s a n d h e a l t h 
p r o d u c t s , p a c k a g i n g m a t e r i a l s 
a n d e l e c t r o n i c s f o r 13 p r o v i n c e s 
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and municipalities including 
Beijing, Shanghai, T ian j in , 
Jiangsu, Fujian, G u a n g d o n g , 
Zhejiang, Hebei and Liaoning. 

Bringing with them a long 
shopping list, these groups have 
the authority to sign contracts 
directly with foreign firms. 

by Zhang Zhiping 

China and US To 
Co-operate on Gears 

An agreement on the joint re
search and design of the four-
wheel landing gear for the 
MD-90 airplane was signed by 
the US McDonnel Douglas Co. 
and the China National Aero-
Technology Import & Export 
Corp. and approved by the Min
istry of Foreign Economic Rela
tions and Trade recently in Bei
jing. 

The MD-90 two-engine jet air
plane is the newest to be de
veloped by the US McDonnel 
Douglas Co. It has already been 
put into production and is ex
pected to receive its readiness 
certificate from the US National 
Aeronautics and Space Admin
istration (NASA) in the third 
quarter of 1994. The new type of 
airplane uses the latest cock
pit design, advanced electronic 
flying guiding system, data pro
cessing system and laser guid
ance system. At present, a large 
amount of orders have been re
ceived from five airline compan
ies in the Asia-Pacific region. To 
make the plane meet the landing 
conditions of airports in differ
ent regions, the US McDonnel 
Douglas Co. decided to co
operate with China on the man
ufacture of a new sort of four-
wheel landing gear which could 
reduce the pressure index re
quired at different airports. 

The project requires an invest
ment of US$2 million in the de
sign stage alone and is to be 
jointly developed by experts of 

i the Shanghai Aeronautic Indus
trial Co. and the US McDonnel 
Douglas Co. The products will 
be manufactured in China. Prior 
to this, airplane components 
manufactured by Chengdu and 

: Shanghai have been used in the 
I MD-82 airplanes co-produced by 
j China and the US. 

Zhang Zhengzhong, president 
I of the Asia-Pacific agency of the 

US McDonnel Douglas Co., said 
that the new gear is another 
milestone in the field of air
plane manufacturing since the 
two sides began their close co
operation 12 years ago. "We sin
cerely hope to continue our pre
sent and future planning in 
China and consolidate and 
strengthen our friendly and 
co-operative relationship," said 
Zhang. 

i by Yao Jianguo 
i 
Trade With USSR 
And E. Europe 

The 1991 Economic and 
Trade Symposium With the 
USSR and Eastern Europe, 
sponsored by the Ministry of 
Foreign Economic Relations and 
Trade, will be held in Harbin, 
capital of Heilongjiang Province 
from June 15-24. This is the se
cond of its kind held in China. 

On display will be more than 
70,000 products including light 
industrial products, textiles, gar
ments, silk, down products, ani
mal by-products, local special
ities, food, arts and crafts for 
daily use, chemicals, mineral 
products, metals and their prod
ucts, medical apparatus and in
struments, medicine and health 
products, household electrical 
appliances, machinery and 
equipment. 

In addition to a Chinese com
modities exhibition, foreign bus
inessmen are invited to exhibit 
their products so as to carry out 
trade between one another. 

According to an organizing 
committee official, the fair will 
mainly focus on talks about 
barter trade and various flexible 
measures relating to it as well as 
other economic and technologi
cal exchanges and co-operation 
with the Soviet Union and East 
European countries. Qualified 
companies may engage in spot 
transactions. 

The first such fair was held in 
Harbin on June 6, 1990 recorded 
3.8 billion Swiss francs worth of 
transactions. It will be held once 
a year. 

by Xu Shiming 

China and Germany 
in New Materials 

Shandong Dedashen Furni
ture Materials Co. Ltd., a large 
joint venture between China 
and Germany which uses cot
ton stalks to manufacture parti
cle board, has completed the in
stallation of new production 
equipment after more than two 
years of effort. Trial production 
will begin early next month. 

The total investment for the 
project is 204.74 million yuan. 
Of this figure, foreign invest
ment is US$24 million, of which 
loans from BFG of Germany 
make up US$8.5 million. There 
is a repayment term of eight and 
a half years. Loans from the gov
ernment of Finland are worth 
US$8.5 million with a repay
ment term of 15 years and a 
grace period of three years. The 
remainder is in the form of ex
ported credit from Finland and 
has a repayment period of 11 
years and a grace period of five 
years. 

The contract for the project 
was signed on September 30, 
1988 by the Dezhou Furniture 
Materials Industrial Co. and the 
Schenck Co. of Germany. Under 
the contract, the first phase of 
the project includes the import 
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B U S I N K S S / T R A D E 

o f a c o m p l e t e se t o f e q u i p m e n t 
a n d t e c h n o l o g y f r o m S c h e n c k 
t o m a n u f a c t u r e 3 0 , 0 0 0 c u b i c 
m e t r e s o f c o t t o n s t a l k p a r t i c l e 
b o a r d a n n u a l l y , 3 0 p e r c e n t o f 
w h i c h w i l l be s o l d t o f o r e i g n 
c o u n t r i e s b y S c h e n c k . I n A p r i l 
1 9 9 0 , t h e j o i n t v e n t u r e s i g n e d a 
c o n t r a c t w i t h R a v m a - R e p o l a o f 
F i n l a n d f o r l o a n s t o f i n a n c e t h e 
s e c o n d p h a s e a n d t h e i m p o r t o f 
a c o t t o n s t a l k p a r t i c l e b o a r d , se
c o n d a r y f u r r i n g a n d g l u e p r o d 
u c t i o n l i n e . T h e p r o d u c t i o n c a 
p a c i t y o f t h e D e d a s h e n F u r n i 
t u r e M a t e r i a l s C o . L t d . c o u l d 
r e a c h 8 0 , 0 0 0 c u b i c m e t r e s a n 
n u a l l y . 

I n a d d i t i o n , t h e j o i n t v e n t u r e 
s i g n e d a c o n t r a c t w i t h B a c o c k 
o f G e r m a n y o n t h e i m p o r t o f 
e q u i p m e n t f o r m a n u f a c t u r i n g 
d e c o r a t i v e s u r f a c e f o r c o t t o n 
s t a l k p a r t i c l e b o a r d . C u r r e n t l y , a 
p r o d u c t i o n l i n e w i t h a n a n n u a l 
c a p a c i t y o f 1 8 0 , 0 0 0 se t s o f c o m 
p o s e d f u r n i t u r e i s b e i n g p l a n 
n e d ; m a n y f o r e i g n b u s i n e s s m e n 
h a v e s h o w e d g r e a t i n t e r e s t i n t h e 
p r o j e c t . 

D e z h o u i n S h a n d o n g P r o v 
i n c e i s C h i n a ' s m o s t i m p o r t a n t 
c o t t o n - p r o d u c i n g a r e a w i t h o u t 
p u t a c c o u n t i n g f o r o n e - t e n t h o f 
t h e c o u n t r y ' s t o t a l , t h u s p r o v 
i d i n g a b u n d a n t c o t t o n s t a l k r e 
s o u r c e s f o r t h e p r o d u c t i o n o f 
c o t t o n s t a l k p a r t i c l e b o a r d . 

by L i M i n g 

News in Brief 
• T h e t h r e e p r o v i n c e s o f K e n 

a n , S h a a n x i a n d S h a n d o n g a n d 
t h e c i t y o f Q i n g d a o w i l l j o i n t l y 
h o l d t h e " 9 1 C h i n a Q i n g d a o F o r 
e i g n E c o n o m i c a n d T r a d e S y m 
p o s i u m " i n Q i n g d a o o n J u n e 
2 0 - 2 9 . 

T h e s e p r o v i n c e s i n t h e d r a i n 
i n g a r e a o f C h i n a ' s s e c o n d l a r g 
es t r i v e r , t h e Y e l l o w R i v e r , h a v e 
a v a r i e t y o f p r o d u c t s . I n M a y 
1 9 8 8 , s e v e n p r o v i n c e s a l o n g t h e 
Y e l l o w R i v e r a g r e e d t o e s t a b l i s h 

a b e l t o f e c o n o m i c c o - o p e r a t i o n 
a n d s i g n e d c o n t r a c t s o n a s e r i e s 
o f e c o n o m i c a n d t e c h n o l o g i c a l 
p r o j e c t s . T h e s y m p o s i u m i s 
a i m e d a t m a k i n g u s e o f t h e 
a r e a ' s l o c a l a d v a n t a g e s a n d a t 
t r a c t i n g m o r e i n v e s t m e n t . 

• T h e T u r p a n G r a p e F e s t i v a l 
o n T h e S i l k R o a d , f e a t u r i n g 
a c t i v i t i e s as c u l t u r a l a n d h a n d i 
c r a f t e x c h a n g e s , e c o n o m i c a n d 
t r a d e t a l k s a n d f o l k w a y t o u r s , 
w i l l b e h e l d i n X i n j i a n g i n A u 
g u s t . 

I n a d d i t i o n t o a n o p e n i n g c e r 
e m o n y w i t h a s t r o n g l o c a l f l a 
v o u r , t h e l o c a l m e l o n a n d f r u i t 
p r o d u c t s w i l l b e t a s t e d , a n d 
g r a p e w i n e a n d i t s p r o d u c t s , i n 
d u s t r i a l p r o d u c t s , t e x t i l e s a n d 
h a n d i c r a f t w i l l b e o n s a l e . A t t h e 
s a m e t i m e , a T u r p a n t o u r a n d a 
v i s i t t o t h e g r a p e v i n e y a r d s w i l l 
b e p r o v i d e d a n d e x h i b i t i o n s o f 
c u l t u r a l r e l i c s a n d X i n j i a n g m i 
n o r i t y c l o t h i n g a n d o r n a m e n t s 
w i l l a l s o b e h e l d . 

• T h e B e i j i n g M i c r o - F i l m 
T e c h n o l o g y T r a i n i n g C e n t r e , a 
S i n o - G e r m a n j o i n t v e n t u r e , w i l l 
b e g i n b u s i n e s s i n B e i j i n g o n 
A p r i l 1 8 . 

W i t h 2 . 6 m i l l i o n D M p r o v i d e d 
b y G e r m a n y , t h e c e n t r e a i m s t o 
t r a i n v a r i o u s k i n d s o f a d m i n 
i s t r a t i v e p e r s o n n e l f o r C h i n a ' s 
m i c r o - f i l m t e c h n o l o g y i n d u s t r y . 
T h e G e r m a n s i d e s u p p l i e d bas 
i c f a c i l i t i e s f o r t h e c e n t r e w h i l e 
C h i n a i s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e c o n 
s t r u c t i o n o f t h e c e n t r e ' s b u i l d 
i n g . 

• T h e U S - C h i n a C h a m b e r o f 
C o m m e r c e o p e n e d i n t h e B e i j i n g 
S h e r a t o n G r e a t W a l l H o t e l o n 
M a y 3 . T h i s i s t h e f i r s t 
s u c h o r g a n i z a t i o n e s t a b l i s h e d 
i n C h i n a b y f o r e i g n i n d u s t r i a l 
a n d c o m m e r c i a l e n t e r p r i s e s . 

T h e c h a m b e r o f c o m m e r c e h a s 
m o r e t h a n 1 1 0 m e m b e r s , n o t a b l y 
a g e n c i e s a n d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f f 
i c e s o f U n i t e d S t a t e s f i r m s a n d 
e n t e r p r i s e s r e s i d i n g i n B e i j i n g . 
I t s b u s i n e s s s c o p e i n c l u d e s t r a d e 
w i t h C h i n a a n d i n v e s t m e n t a n d 

o f f e r i n g c o n s u l t i n g s e r v i c e s i n 
C h i n a . 

• O n A u g u s t 1 5 - 2 0 , t h e I n n e r 
M o n g o l i a n A u t o n o m o u s R e g i o n 
w i l l h o l d a " N a d a m " F a i r i n i t s 
c a p i t a l c i t y o f H o h h o t . A t t h e 
s a m e t i m e , t h e M o n g o l i a n F a i r 
a n d t h e G r a s s l a n d T o u r F e s t i v a l 
w i l l a l s o b e h e l d . 

A t t h e " N a d a m " F a i r , e i g h t 
s p o r t s c o n t e s t s a n d i n c l u d i n g 
w r e s t l i n g , h o r s e r a c i n g a n d a r 
c h e r y w i l l be h e l d a n d so w i l l 
t h e a t r i c a l p e r f o r m a n c e s a n d 
f i r e w o r k s a c t i v i t i e s . A t t h e M o n 
g o l i a n F a i r , t a l k s o n e c o n o m i c 
a n d t e c h n o l o g i c a l c o - o p e r a t i o n 
w i l l b e h e l d a n d m o r e t h a n 1 ,000 
s p e c i a l t i e s e x h i b i t e d . T h e f i r s t 
G r a s s l a n d T o u r F e s t i v a l w i l l 
m a k e f u l l u s e o f s u c h s c e n i c 
s i g h t s a n d i t e m s o f h i g h i n t e r e s t 
as g r a s s l a n d , h i s t o r i c s i t e s , d e 
s e r t s , l a k e s , f o r e s t r y a n d f o l k 
c u s t o m s s o as t o p r o v i d e h i g h l y 
e n j o y a b l e t o u r s . 

I n a d d i t i o n , t h e H u l u n B u i r 
L e a g u e o f t h e I n n e r M o n g o l i a n 
A u t o n o m o u s R e g i o n w i l l a l s o 
h a v e a " N a d a m " F a i r f r o m J u l y 
1 4 t h r o u g h 18 . 

• T h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e 
H e f e i - J i u j i a n g R a i l w a y L i n e 
w i t h f u n d s c o - r a i s e d b y A n h u i 
P r o v i n c e , t h e M i n i s t r y o f R a i l 
w a y s a n d r e l e v a n t e n t e r p r i s e s 
b e g a n o n M a y 4 . 

W i t h a t o t a l i n v e s t m e n t o f 1 
m i l l i o n y u a n , t h e 3 4 7 - k m H e f e i -
J i u j i a n g R a i l w a y L i n e i s A n h u i ' s 
l a r g e s t c o n s t r u c t i o n p r o j e c t t o b e 
u n d e r t a k e n d u r i n g t h e E i g h t h 
F i v e - Y e a r P l a n p e r i o d . T h e p r o 
j e c t w i l l b e c o n s t r u c t e d t h r o u g h 
t w o p h a s e s . T h e f i r s t - s t a g e p r o 
j e c t i s a 1 7 9 - k m H e f e i - A n q i n g 
s e c t i o n w h i c h i s t o b e c o m p l e t e d 
i n 1 9 9 3 w h i l e t h e s e c o n d - s t a g e 
p r o j e c t i s t h e 1 6 8 - k m A n q i n g -
J i u j i a n g s e c t o r w h i c h i s t o b e 
f i n i s h e d i n 1 9 9 5 . T h e H e f e i -
J i u j i a n g R a i l w a y L i n e , w h e n 
c o m m i s s i o n e d , w i l l b e c o m e a n 
i m p o r t a n t t r u n k l i n e l i n k i n g 
n o r t h e a s t C h i n a , n o r t h C h i n a , 
e a s t C h i n a a n d s o u t h C h i n a . • 
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FROM THE CHINESE PRESS 
Economists on China's 
Economy 
GAIGE SHiBAO 
(Reform Times) 

China's economic theoreti
cians have recently been 
debating about such sen

sitive questions as "rectification 
and reform," "economic stabili
ty and development," "planning 
and market," as well as price re
form, the enterprise contract sys
tem, and loan distribution. 

With regard to rectification 
and reform, some economists be
lieve that the austerity policy 
carried out during the previous 
period was curbed too quickly 
and brought about poor industri
al growth and a sluggish mar
ket. Instead of suggesting that 
retrenchment be halted, they re
commend its readjustment. 

Sun Xiaoliang, member of the 
State Commission for Restruc
turing the Economic System, 
considers that readjustment fo
cus on the goal. He suggests that 
reform can be pushed forward 
by changing the operating me
chanism. 

Economist Liu Guoguang 
points out that economic rectifi
cation and restructuring cannot 
last long by relying solely on ad
ministrative measures. He says 
that such a step would result in 
superficial solutions to the prob
lems at hand. The solution to 
China's economic difficulties is 
to deepen the reform and devise 
more reform measures while im
plementing rectification and res
tructuring programmes. 

Some economists believe that 
the past slow economic readjust
ment resulted in the twists and 
turns of the economy and that 
lessons should be drawn from 
this. Economic rectification and 
restructuring, therefore, must 
not be brought to a halt care
lessly. 

There are two major opinions 

evident in discussions about eco
nomic stability and develop
ment. One view is that the ov
erriding task is to keep the 
economy stable. Reform should 
be subordinate to the economic 
rectification and restructuring 
and one should be patient for 
success. The other view is that 
economic reform should prom
ote economic stability and seek 
development in a stable situa
tion. Those who hold this view 
believe that the use of state sub
sidies to freeze prices, though 
temporarily bring stability, will 
eventually prove destabilization 
to the economy. Economist Dai 
Yuanchen says that economic 
rectification and restructuring 
aimed at stabilizing the economy 
does not mean the suspension of 
reform and development. 

Economists have put forward 
all sorts of ideas on how to sti
mulate the sluggish market, in
cluding relaxing the money mar
ket, making enterprises dynamic 
by an infusion of loans, giving 
preferential treatment to com
mercial businesses so as to enliv
en the circulation of commodi
ties, expand capital construction 
to stimulate supply and demand 
and loosen control on enterprise 
purchasing power in order to en
liven consumer markets. 

The most sensitive problem, 
however, is price reform. Most 
economists agree that bringing 
the unreasonable pricing system 
into better balance is the key to 
success for economic restructur
ing. 

"The readJBSlflisftt &f the 
product, enterprise and the in
dustrial structure is impossible 
if not done in conjunction with 
price readjustment. Now is a 
good time, though, to readjust 
price system, duiiag the 
Eighth Five-Year Plan period 
(1991-95)," said Ma Kai, deputy 
director of the State Bureau of 
Commodity Prices. 

Zhang Zhuoyuan, director of 

Institute of Finance and Trade 
under the Chinese Academy of 
Social Sciences, noted that the 
problem of a double-track price 
policy (the co-existence of state 
planning prices and market re
gulation prices) should not be 
left unresolved. The time has 
come to deal with tnv; double-
track pricing system. 

Zhou Shulian, director of In
stitute of Industrial Economics 
under the Chinese Academy of 
Social Sciences, asserts that the 
double-track price policy is "a 
hotbed of a variety of abuse, in
cluding the use of power for per
sonal gains, bribery and graft, 
speculation and profiteering." 

However, some experts believe 
that the double-track price poh-
cy not only has given an impetus 
to the expansion of primary 
economic organizations, but has 
also helped to push the national 
economy forward. They believe 
contributions of the double-
track price policy to the econo
mic growth cannot be i g . i o r v d . 

(December (.. /OQO) 

Policies for Private 
Businesses Unchanged 
SHANGHAI GONGSHANG XINGZHENG 
GUANLITONGXUN 
(Shanghai Administrative Dispatch for 
Industry and Commerce) 

Private industrial and com
mercial households have 
become indispensable to 

people's daily life and to the de
velopment of cities and towns in 
China today. They offer options 
and services which few state-
owned enterprises offer. There
fore, "China's policies for pri
vate businesses will remain the 
same in the future," Vice-
Premier Tian Jiyun said re
cently. 

(No. 12, 1990) 
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CULTURE/SCIENCE 

TV Series on Country Uf e Appreciated 
Twig Fence, Woman and Dog, 

a 12-part TV series on country 
life, won last year's "excellent 
TV play prize" of the eighth gol
den eagle awards sponsored by 
Chinese magazine. Popular TV. 
Recently, Winch, Woman and 
Well, the sequel to the series, was 
televised by Beijing TV Station, 
attracting not only rural audi
ences but also city residents. 

Produced by Dalian TV, Jilin 
Province, the two series, with 
their strong country savour and 
simple, unsophisticated charac
ters, vividly depict the customs 
and mores in China's northeast 
countryside. What's more impor
tant is that both series character
ize today's Chinese peasants as 
experiencing conflicts and con
tradictions between the old and 
new ideology, culture and moral 
codes. Therefore, they are more 
than just ordinary productions 
of folk customs; instead, they re
flect deeper social and moral di
lemmas. 

The two series are closed relat
ed. Ge Maoyuan, the hero, is 
widowed in middle age. He 
brings up his four sons and one 
daughter by himself. He helps 
three of his sons to marry and 
thus becomes head of a big fam
ily of three generations living 
under one roof. In the 1980s, 
waves of economical reforms in 
the countryside disrupted the se-
clusive tranquility of peasants' 
famihes. In the series, different 
attitudes towards love, marriage 
and family between father and 
sons, brothers and sister, and 
husbands and wives lead to es
trangement, conflicts and quar
rels. The elder Ge finds no way 
to mediate and the big family 
disintegrates at last. 

Ge is a guardian as well as a 
victim of tradition. Raising five 
children is by no means easy for 
him, so he yearns for a suitable 

woman not only to help him deal 
with the children but also to en
joy love. The woman he loves 
is his widowed neighbour. But, 
faced with the disapproval of the 
family clan and the villagers, he 
is unable to fulfil his wish and 
marry her. At the end, Ge Uves 
in solitude and loneliness be
cause of his family's disintegra
tion. When the woman he loved 
dies, he receives a final bitter 
blow, tears rolling down the old 
man's cheeks. Ge's mixed feel
ings—nostalgia, despair, incom
prehension and fatalism—re
flect the indelible brand stamped 
by the old tradition on the old 
generation of Chinese peasants. 

Tian Chengren, who plays the 
role of Ge, is a veteran in 
Chinese drama circles. He start
ed his acting career in 1945, and 
since the 80s, he has been very 
active both on stage and screen. 
His portrayal of Ge is dignified 
and profound on the one hand, 
and stubborn and restrained on 
the other, vividly portraying a 
typical north Chinese peasant. 

Zaohua is the heroine in both 
the series. A typically traditional 
Chinese woman, she is pretty, 
kind-hearted and hard-working 
as well as restrained. Although 
she falls in love with Xiaogeng, 
she allows her mother, the wi
dow loved by Ge, to have her 
marry Tongsuo, Ge's third son, 
when the old couple can't get 
married. With the same res
trained quality, she endures her 
husband's gambling, excessive 
drinking and mistreatment. 
Then Xiaogeng, her former lov
er, arranges for the unfortunate 
couple to divorce at a cost of 
4,000 yuan. Zaohua, born to re
sign herself to adversity, marries 
her former lover, only to find 
herself in a different set of ad
verse conditions. Xiaogeng, an 
upstart of the economic reforms. 

is narrow-minded, kind-hearted 
by nature and conservative, 
though he seeks a modern life. 
He loves Zaohua very much, but 
he can't respect, understand or 
help her. He selfishly keeps 
Zaohua in the house like a bird 
in a cage when he unreasonably 
suspects her faithfulness. As a 
matter of course, Zaohua is 
forced to leave Xiaogeng at the 
end of the play. Her eyes, melan
choly and plaintive, tell people 
how difficult and painful it is to 
discard the past and pursue a 
brand-new life even for the 
younger generation of peasants. 

Wu Yuhua, a graduate of 
the Chinese People's Liberation 
Army Art School in 1983, plays 
the role of Zaohua. Wu, pretty, 
gentle and agreeable, displays 
great promise as an actress. Her 
eyes silently express the inner 
sentiments of the meek Zaohua 
—depression, expectation and 
desire. Her role of Zaohua is as 
delicate and moving as a, slender 
plant vacillating in the breeze. 

The presentation of the two 
series has aroused interest 
among critics. Some critics em
phasize their tragic quality be
cause the two generations could 
have lived a better life if they 

j had not been constrained by the 1 environment and the old tradi
tional ideology. Other critics say 
the significance of the series lies 

I in the theme, i.e. reforms are 
touching people's lifestyle as 
they produce conflicts in the 

! lives of those living in China's 
' countryside. For example, Ge's 

fourth son and daughter are 
new-generation peasants who 
choose their own love and mar
riage independently rather than 
let it be decided by their par
ents. The re-marriage of Tong
suo, who turns over a new leaf 
after his divorce, to a widow is 
a novel situation encouraged by 

i the new ideology. All these char
acters' love affairs and mar
riages not only give a humorous 
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C U L T U R E / S C I E N C E 

f l a v o u r b u t a l s o e n h a n c e t h e 
a e s t h e t i c v a l u e a n d u n d e r s c o r e 
t h e t h e m e . 

W h a t i s a l s o w o r t h y o f a t t e n 
t i o n i s t h e t h e m e s o n g w h o s e 
w o r d s a n d m e l o d y h a v e ' c o m e 
i n t o v o g u e . 

T h e success o f t h e t w o p l a y s 
i n d i c a t e t h a t l o c a l T V s t a t i o n s 
l i k e D a l i a n T V a r e m a t u r i n g 
a n d c o m i n g t o l i g h t . 

by Cui Lili 

O f f i c i a l T e r r a - c o t t a 
F i g u r e K i l n D i s c o v e r e d 

I n t h e v i c i n i t y o f t h e M a u s o 
l e u m o f Q i n s h i h u a n g , f i r s t e m 
p e r o r o f t h e Q i n D y n a s t y 
( 2 2 1 - 2 0 7 B C ) , a t L i n t o n g , 
S h a a n x i P r o v i n c e , w h e r e g r e a t 
n u m b e r s o f t e r r a - c o t t a f i g u r e s o f 
w a r r i o r s a n d h o r s e s — o n e o f t h e 
g r e a t e s t w o n d e r s o f t h e w o r l d 
— w e r e f o u n d , a r c h e o l o g i s t s r e 
c e n t l y d i s c o v e r e d 2 1 s t a t e - l e v e l 
k i l n s f o r f i r i n g p o t t e r y f i g u r e s 
f o r e m p e r o r s ' t o m b s . A l t h o u g h 
t h e y w e r e c o n s t r u c t e d 2 , 1 0 0 
y e a r s a g o a f t e r t h e r e i g n o f Q i n -
s h i h u a n g , t h e i r d i s c o v e r y w i l l b e 
h e l p f u l t o e x p l a i n t h e e m p e r o r ' s 
l a r g e - s c a l e " u n d e r g r o u n d a r m y . " 

T h i s s i g n i f i c a n t a r c h e o l o g i c a l 
d i s c o v e r y i s a t t r i b u t e d t o t h e 
H a n C h a n g a n C i t y w o r k t e a m 
o f t h e A r c h e o l o g i c a l I n s t i t u t e o f 
t h e C h i n e s e A c a d e m y o f S o 
c i a l S c i e n c e s . A c c o r d i n g t o L i u 
Q i n g g e , t h e t e a m l e a d e r , a n d L i 
Y u f a n g , a d e p u t y r e s e a r c h f e l 
l o w i n c h a r g e o f t h e d i g , t h e s e 
p i t s w e r e l o c a t e d u n d e r a v e g e t 
a b l e t r a c t n o r t h w e s t X i a n , t h e 
c a p i t a l o f S h a a n x i , w h i c h h a d 
b e e n t h e n o r t h w e s t c o r n e r o f t h e 
H a n D y n a s t y ' s C h a n g a n C i t y . 
T h e l o c a l p e a s a n t s h a d d u g u p 
s o m e b r o k e n m o u l d s f o r p o t t e r y 
f i g u r e s b e f o r e t h e w o r k t e a m d e 
v o t e d i t s e l f t o u n e a r t h t h e m l a s t 
y e a r . 

T h e k i l n s a r e 7 0 - 8 0 c m u n 
d e r t h e g r o u n d . T h e y a r e d i v 

i d e d i n t o t h r e e g r o u p s a n d d i s t r i 
b u t e d i n t h e s h a p e o f a t r i a n g l e , 
w i t h e a c h g r o u p b e i n g o r d e r l y 
a r r a n g e d e v e r y t w o o r t h r e e 
m e t r e s . S i m i l a r i n s t r u c t u r e , a l l 
t h e k i l n s c o n s i s t o f a f r o n t c h a m 
b e r , a f i r e c h a m b e r , a p i t b e d 
a n d a s m o k e c h a n n e l , m o s t p a r t s 
s t i l l i n t a c t . T h o u s a n d s o f p o t t e r y 
f i g u r i n e s w e r e f o u n d i n t h e m t o 
g e t h e r w i t h m o u l d s a n d s o m e 
p o t t e r ' s t o o l s . 

T h e f i g u r e s a r e o f s p e c i a l i n 
t e r e s t . T h e y a r e 5 0 - 6 0 c m t a l l 
a n d m o s t o f t h e m a r e m a l e s . A l l 
a r e n a k e d a n d a r m l e s s a n d a p 
p e a r s l e n d e r . T h e m a j o r i t y o f 
t h e m a r e n o t p a i n t e d b u t c o a t e d 
w i t h a w h i t e c o l o u r . T h e d i f 
f e r e n t f a c i a l f e a t u r e s h a d b e e n 
c a r v e d b e f o r e f i r i n g a n d m a n y 
w e r e s o f i n e l y m a d e t h a t t h e y 
c o u l d b e r e g a r d e d as w o r k s o f 
a r t . I n t w o k i l n s f i l l e d w i t h u n -
f i r e d m o d e l l i n g c l a y i n m o u l d s , 
a r c h e o l o g i s t s f o u n d t h a t t h e f i 
g u r e s w e r e p l a c e d u p - s i d e - d o w n , 
a t e c h n i q u e i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h 
t h e p r i n c i p l e o f g r a v i t y . 

E x p e r t s s a y t h e s e w e r e o f f i c i a l 
k i l n s p r o d u c i n g p o t t e r y f i g u r e s 
f o r e m p e r o r s ' t o m b s i n t h e m i d 
d l e a n d l a t e H a n D y n a s t y . S i 
t u a t e d i n t h e t h e n h a n d i c r a f t 
d i s t r i c t , t h e y w e r e a d m i n i s t e r e d 
b y t h e r o y a l f a m i l y o r h a n d i 
c r a f t d e p a r t m e n t s u n d e r t h e c e n 
t r a l g o v e r n m e n t . W i t h s u c h 
a l a r g e - s c a l e p r o d u c t i o n — t w o 
k i l n s h a d 3 5 0 a n d 4 0 0 m o u l d s 
r e s p e c t i v e l y , m e a n i n g t h a t 7 , 3 5 0 
o r 8 , 4 0 0 f i g u r e s c o u l d b e f i r e d 
e a c h t i m e b y t h e 2 1 k i l n s — t h e 
r e q u i r e m e n t s o f a n e m p e r o r ' s 
b u r i a l c o u l d b e m e t . 

G r e a t r e s e m b l a n c e s e x i s t b e 
t w e e n t h e s e f i g u r e s a n d t h e 
h u n d r e d s o f a r m l e s s n a k e d f i 
g u r e s u n e a r t h e d l a s t s p r i n g a t 
Y a n g l i n g f r o m t h e W e s t e r n H a n 
D y n a s t y ( 2 0 6 B C - 2 5 A D ) i n 
X i a n y a n g , S h a a n x i , a n d s e v e r a l 
o t h e r t o m b s . O b v i o u s l y , t h e y 
h a d b e e n m a d e i n t h e s a m e k i l n s . 

E x p e r t s n o t e t h a t t h e d i s c o v 

e r y o f t h e s e o f f i c i a l k i l n s i s o f 
a c a d e m i c s i g n i f i c a n c e f o r t h e 
s t u d y o f t h e H a n D y n a s t y ' s 
e c o n o m y , e s p e c i a l l y i t s h a n 
d i c r a f t i n d u s t r y . A l s o , i m p o r t a n t 
i n f o r m a t i o n w i l l b e b r o u g h t t o 
l i g h t a b o u t t h e f i r i n g p r o c e s s o f 
p o t t e r y f i g u r e s i n t h e Q i n a n d 
H a n d y n a s t i e s a n d a b o u t t h e l a y 
o u t o f C h a n g a n C i t y i n t h e H a n 
D y n a s t y . • 

B e i j i n g t o H o s t t h e 1 3 t h 
I N Q U A C o n f e r e n c e 

T h e 1 3 t h c o n f e r e n c e o f t h e 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n F o r 
Q u a r t e r n e r y R e s e a r c h w i l l b e 
h e l d i n B e i j i n g f r o m A u g u s t 2 - 9 
t h i s y e a r . I t w i l l b e t h e f i r s t I N 
Q U A c o n f e r e n c e t o b e h e l d i n a n 
A s i a n c o u n t r y s i n c e t h e i n t e r n a 
t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n w a s f o u n d e d 
i n 1 9 2 8 . 

T h e q u a r t e r n e r y p e r i o d i s t h e 
n e w e s t g e o l o g i c a l age i n t h e d e 
v e l o p m e n t o f t h e e a r t h d a t i n g 
f r o m 2 m i l l i o n y e a r s a g o . T h e 
q u a r t e r n e r y r e s e a r c h c o m p r i s e s 
m a n y s c i e n t i f i c f i e l d s i n c l u d i n g 
g e o l o g y , b i o l o g y , e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
s c i e n c e , m e t e o r o l o g y a n d a n 
t h r o p o l o g y a n d i s c l o s e l y r e l a t e d 
t o t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f h u m a n s o 
c i e t y . 

T h e t o p i c o f t h i s c o n f e r e n c e i s 
" T h e R e l a t i o n B e t w e e n C h a n g e s 
o f G l o b a l E n v i r o n m e n t a n d H u 
m a n A c t i v i t y . " O v e r 8 0 0 s c i e n 
t i s t s f r o m 5 4 c o u n t r i e s a n d r e 
g i o n s h a v e s u b m i t t e d m o r e t h a n 
1 , 0 0 0 t r e a t i s e b r i e f s t o t h e c o n 
f e r e n c e . 

D u r i n g t h e c o n f e r e n c e , p a r t i 
c i p a n t s w i l l h a v e t h e c h a n c e t o 
t a k e 1 0 s h o r t s i g h t s e e i n g e x c u r 
s i o n s t o t h e o u t s k i r t s o f B e i j i n g 
a n d v i s i t 2 2 p o i n t s o f i n t e r e s t , 
i n c l u d i n g a g r e a t n u m b e r o f 
u n i q u e g e o l o g i c a l f e a t u r e s , n a 
t u r a l w o n d e r s a n d p l a c e s o f h i s 
t o r i c a l i n t e r e s t . • 
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Ethnic Village in Shenzhen 
O n t h e b a n k s o f S h e n z h e n B a y , a v i l l a g e o f 

u n i q u e h o u s e s o f v a r i o u s e t h n i c g r o u p s , i n c l u d i n g 
t h e D a i b a m b o o a n d B o u y e i s t o n e h o u s e s , h a s 
b e g u n t o t a k e s h a p e a n d w i l l b e o f f i c i a l l y o p e n e d 
t o t h e p u b l i c o n O c t o b e r 1 t h i s y e a r . T h e v i l l a g e 
w i l l g i v e t o u r i s t s a c l o s e - u p v i e w o f t h e c u s t o m s 
a n d c u l t u r a l b a c k g r o u n d o f s o m e o f C h i n a ' s e t h 
n i c p e o p l e s . I t c o v e r s a n a r e a o f 1 5 8 , 0 0 0 s q u a r e 
m e t r e s a n d c a n r e c e i v e as m a n y as 8 , 0 0 0 - 1 0 , 0 0 0 
v i s i t o r s a d a y . 

T h e v i l l a g e h a s h o u s e s b u i l t i n o v e r 2 0 d i f f e r e n t 
e t h n i c s t y l e s a n d a m u s e u m s h o w i n g t h e v a r i o u s 
f o l k c u s t o m s a n d s p l e n d i d t r a d i t i o n a l c u l t u r e s o f 
C h i n a ' s 5 6 e t h n i c g r o u p s . T h e v i l l a g e d i s p l a y s 
a r t i c l e s n o r m a l l y u s e d i n d a i l y l i f e a n d p r o d u c 
t i o n . V i s i t o r s c a n b u y a r t s a n d c r a f t s c r e a t e d b y 
17 n a t i o n a l m i n o r i t i e s a n d e n j o y t h e n a t i o n a l i t y 
d e l i c a c i e s o f n i n e n a t i o n a l i t i e s . E a c h e t h n i c g r o u p 
w i l l h a v e i t s o w n n a t i o n a l i t y m u s i c a l p e r f o r m 
a n c e , a n d a t d u s k , t o u r i s t s c a n e n j o y w a t c h i n g a 
4 0 0 - s t r o n g g r a n d c a r n i v a l . • 

Largest Natural Bridge 
T h e G a o t u n N a t u r a l B r i d g e , t h e w o r l d ' s l a r g 

est , w a s r e c e n t l y d i s c o v e r e d i n L i p i n g C o u n t y , 

View of Gaotun Natural Bridge. F £ N G ]I 

G u i z h o u P r o v i n c e , i n s o u t h w e s t C h i n a . 
O f a g i a n t r o c k , t h e S - s h a p e d b r i d g e s p a n s t h e 

H u a n g t u a n R i v e r . I t i s 3 5 0 m e t r e s l o n g a n d 
i t s w i d e s t s e c t i o n , 138 m e t r e s . T h e b i g g e s t a r c h 
s t r e t c h e s 118.92 m e t r e s a n d i s 3 3 . 6 4 m e t r e s 
a b o v e w a t e r s u r f a c e . C o m p a r e d w i t h t w o n a t u r 
a l b r i d g e s i n U t a h i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , t h e G a o 
t u n N a t u r a l B r i d g e i s e v e n m o r e s t r i k i n g . 

T h e b r i d g e a r c h e s u p f r o m l e v e l g r o u n d . R o u n d 
i n t h e m i d d l e , s m o o t h a t b o t h e n d s , a n d w i t h a 
r e g u l a r a n d s y m m e t r i c a l a r c h s h a p e , i t l o o k s as i f 
i t h a d b e e n c h o p p e d b y a m a g i c a l a x e . O n t h e t o p 
o f t h e b r i d g e a r e s t o n e c o l u m n s a n d b a m b o o 

s h o o t s ; t h e s u r f a c e o f t h e b r i d g e i s o v e r g r o w n 
w i t h b u s h e s a n d i t s edges a r e h u n g w i t h v i n e s . 
T h e a r e a s u r r o u n d i n g t h e b r i d g e i s h i g h l i g h t e d b y 
a v a r i e t y o f k a r s t f o r m a t i o n s . 

by F e n g J i 

Grape Festival in Xinjiang 
T h e S e c o n d T u r p a n G r a p e F e s t i v a l a l o n g t h e 

S i l k R o a d w i l l b e h e l d i n T u r p a n C i t y , X i n j i a n g , 
i n t h e l a t t e r p a r t o f A u g u s t . 

S i t u a t e d o n t h e a n c i e n t S i l k R o a d , T u r p a n i s 
k n o w n w o r l d w i d e f o r i t s g r a p e s . A r o u n d t h e c i t y 
t h e r e a r e r u i n s o f t h e 1 , 0 0 0 - y e a r - o l d c i t i e s o f G a o -
c h a n g a n d J i a o h e ; t h e i n l a n d A y d i n g k o l L a k e , 154 
m e t r e s b e l o w sea l e v e l ; t h e F i e r y M o u n t a i n des
c r i b e d i n t h e c l a s s i c C h i n e s e n o v e l Journey to the 
West; a n d K a i e r W e l l , a w a t e r c o n s e r v a t i o n a n d 
i r r i g a t i o n p r o j e c t w i t h a s p e c i a l f e a t u r e . I n a d 
d i t i o n , t h e r e a r e t h e a n c i e n t t o m b s o f A s t a n a -
K a r a k j o j a , k n o w n as t h e " U n d e r g r o u n d M u 
s e u m " i n t h e y a s t G o b i D e s e r t , w h e r e v i s i t o r s c a n 
e x a m i n e 1 , 0 0 0 - y e a r - o l d c o r p s e s a n d b u r i a l o b j e c t s . 

T i e m u r D a w a m a t , c h a i r m a n o f t h e X i n j i a n g 
U y g u r A u t o n o m o u s R e g i o n , s a i d t h a t d u r i n g t h e 
g r a p e f e s t i v a l , t r a d i t i o n a l U y g u r m u s i c a n d f o l k 
d a n c e s w i l l b e p e r f o r m e d a n d a T u r p a n t o u r , a 
v i s i t t o t h e g r a p e v i n e y a r d s a n d h a n d i c r a f t a n d 
g r a p e p r o d u c t e x h i b i t i o n s w i l l b e p r o v i d e d . E x h i 
b i t i o n s o f r e l i c s , a 1 , 0 0 0 - y e a r - o l d c o r p s e a n d X i n 
j i a n g m i n o r i t y c l o t h i n g a n d o r n a m e n t s w i l l a l s o 
b e h e l d . 

L a s t y e a r , t h e F i r s t T u r p a n G r a p e F e s t i v a l 
a t t r a c t e d 1 2 0 , 0 0 0 v i s i t o r s f r o m a r o u n d C h i n a a n d 
a b r o a d . C h a i r m a n T i e m u r h o p e s t h a t t h i s y e a r ' s 
f e s t i v a l w i l l a t t r a c t e v e n m o r e t o u r i s t s . 

b y K o u Z h e n g l i n g 

News in Brief 
• T h e B e i j i n g R a m a d a A s i a H o t e l , s i t u a t e d w e s t 
o f t h e W o r k e r s ' S t a d i u m , h a s o p e n e d a s p e c i a l 
d e l i c a t e s s e n P i z z a & N o o d l e s s n a c k b a r . I n a d d i 
t i o n t o s p a g h e t t i , i t a l s o o f f e r s s p e c i a l r e f r e s h 
m e n t s f r o m T h a i l a n d , I n d o n e s i a a n d V i e t N a m as 
w e l l as A m e r i c a n f o o d . 
• T h e H o u s e o f T a i s h a n g , s i t u a t e d i n t h e A s i a n 
G a m e s V i l l a g e i n t h e n o r t h e r n s u b u r b s o f B e i 
j i n g , r e c e n t l y o p e n e d f o r b u s i n e s s . T h e r e s t a u r 
a n t p r o v i d e s H o n g K o n g - s t y l e C a n t o n e s e c u i s i n e 
c o o k e d b y i t s c h i e f c h e f M r . C h e n Z h o n g , o n e o f 
t h e t e n m o s t f a m o u s H o n g K o n g c h e f s . H i s m a s 
t e r p i e c e i s a c o m p l e t e M a n c h u a n d H a n b a n q u e t 
f o r t h o s e g u e s t s a b l e t o e n j o y a c o n t i n o u s s u p p l y 
o f s u m p t u o u s f o o d f o r t e n h o u r s ! • 
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Sketches by Lu Sha 
Lu Sha, born in Yulin City, Guangxi 

Zhuang Autonomous Region in 1963, is 
now a professional painter with the Gu
angxi Studio of Art and Calligraphy. She 
specializes in Chinese landscape painting, 
These sketches were created by Lu Sha 
while she" lived in the minority area of 
southwest China. 

Waterfall. 

ART PAQE 

Old Trees. 
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