
World Hunger Now Exceeds 1 Billion People!
[This is a letter I sent to friends on June 19, 2009 together with an AP article (attached below) about the huge and growing numbers of hungry people in the world. –Scott H.]

Hi everybody,

The article below brings out one major aspect of the lovely nature of the capitalist world today. These points should be noted:

1) As the article mentions, world cereal production in 2009 remains strong. The world produces enough food to feed everyone, and is capable of producing much more (if people could afford to buy what they need).

2) In other words, the basic problem is NOT too large of a world population, nor uncontrolled population growth. (Yes, from an ecological standpoint it would be better if the world population were smaller, but that is not the real issue when it comes to hunger and starvation.) The basic problem here is that the food available (and the additional food which could easily be produced) is not being distributed to those who need it.

3) The fundamental problem is the capitalist system in the world. This system is simply not designed to meet even the basic needs and interests of the world’s people. It is instead designed for one thing only: To amass more profits and wealth for the capitalist class.

4) A system that does this, in which more than a billion people live in hunger, and under which millions of people literally starve to death every year, is a murderous system. There is no other word for it. And there is no excuse for it. (And this is without even mentioning all the many other terrible crimes of capitalism, such as its murderous imperialist wars!)

5) The article quotes Josette Sheeran of the U.N. World Food Program as saying “A hungry world is a dangerous world. Without food, people have only three options: They riot, they emigrate or they die. None of these are acceptable options.” I would point out that there is no place for 1 billion hungry people to “emigrate” to; this is only a real option for a tiny few. And reactionaries in all countries (including the U.S.) are stepping up their opposition to immigration, which makes it ever less of an option.

I would also agree that merely “rioting” is not an “acceptable option”. It doesn’t go nearly far enough! What the world needs is revolution to overthrow this fucking murderous capitalist system. On the other hand, more riots might be a step in the right direction!

From the point of view of the capitalists, the best of the three “options” for starving people is their meek and quiet death. From the revolutionary point of view the only real option is the death of capitalism—no matter what it takes to accomplish this.

6) The article notes that the proportion of people who are hungry in the world (and not just the absolute number) is also rising. This year it is 1 in 6 people; last year it was “only” around 1 in 7. This hunger rate, as well as the death rate from malnutrition, is bound to increase even more during the next few years.

7) The claim, frequently heard from bourgeois propaganda sources, that at least under capitalism things are gradually getting better for the people of the world, is once again shown to be an outrageous lie. Even in the “best of times” capitalism is an unacceptable nightmare. And as times get qualitatively worse, something drastic simply must be done.

Scott






Friday, Jun. 19, 2009

U.N.: World Hunger Reaches 1 Billion Mark

By AP/ALESSANDRA RIZZO

(ROME) — The global financial meltdown has pushed the ranks of the world's hungry to a record 1 billion, a grim milestone that poses a threat to peace and security, U.N. food officials said Friday.

Because of war, drought, political instability, high food prices and poverty, hunger now affects one in six people, by the United Nations' estimate.

The financial meltdown has compounded the crisis in what the head of the U.N. Food and Agricultural Organization called a "devastating combination for the world's most vulnerable."

Compared with last year, there are 100 million more people who are hungry, meaning they consume fewer than 1,800 calories a day, the agency said.

"No part of the world is immune," FAO's Director-General Jacques Diouf said. "All world regions have been affected by the rise of food insecurity."

The crisis is a humanitarian one, but also a political issue.

Officials presenting the new estimates in Rome sought to stress the link between hunger and instability, noting that soaring prices for staples, such as rice, triggered riots in the developing world last year.

Josette Sheeran of the World Food Program, another U.N. food agency based in Rome, said hungry people rioted in at least 30 countries last year. Most notably, soaring food prices led to deadly riots in Haiti and the overthrow of the prime minister.

"A hungry world is a dangerous world," Sheeran said. "Without food, people have only three options: They riot, they emigrate or they die. None of these are acceptable options."

Even though prices have retreated from their mid-2008 highs, they are still "stubbornly high" in some domestic markets, according to FAO. On average, food prices were 24 percent higher in real terms at the end of 2008 compared to 2006, it said.

"Malnutrition kills through the fact that it weakens the immune system of a child," said Andrei Engstrand-Neacsu, a Nairobi, Kenya-based spokesman for the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies in East Africa. Some 22 million of the 1 billion hungry people counted by the United Nations are in the drought-stricken Horn of Africa, he said.

Engstrand-Neacsu said he had just returned from a corner of southern Ethiopia on the Kenyan border where the food situation is dire, and had been speaking to a family who lost a child to malaria in February. The parents said they were told he couldn't be saved because he was malnourished.

Engstrand-Neacsu called on donors to act before "skeletal African children are shown on the television screen at dinnertime" in the West.

The number of hungry people is estimated to have reached 1.02 billion — up 11 percent from last year's 915 million, FAO said. The agency said it based its estimate on analysis by the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

FAO said that the hunger rate is rising, too — that is, the number of hungry people is growing more quickly than the world population. Officials did not provide a rate but said the trend began two years ago.

Almost all the world's undernourished live in developing countries. But all regions of the world have registered two-digit increases in hunger from last year.

The world's most populous region, Asia and the Pacific, has the largest number of hungry people — 642 million, up 10.5 percent from last year. Sub-Saharan Africa registers 265 million undernourished, an 11.8 percent increase. Even in the developed world, undernourishment is a growing concern, with 15 million in all and a 15.4 percent increase, the sharpest rise around the world, FAO said.

The dire figures make it highly unlikely that a goal set by the wealthiest nations to cut hunger in the world in half by 2015 will be met, though officials vow to press world leaders at the Group of Eight summit gathering in Italy next month.

FAO said the calorie-limit it employs to declare a person hungry is on average 1,800, though it changes slightly from country to country.

Alice Lichtenstein, a professor of nutrition science and policy at Tufts University, said FAO's hunger definition was reasonable, if a little conservative. She said the 1,800-calorie threshold represented the number of calories most adults need to maintain their body weight, but that the figure would vary depending on a person's size and level of physical activity.

The number of calories for children varies even more. They need fewer calories because they are smaller, but also need increasing amounts as they get older to ensure they are growing.

World cereal production in 2009 was strong, but the global economic downturn resulted in lower incomes and higher unemployment rates — and therefore reduced access to food.

The crisis also affects the quality of nutrition, as families tend to buy cheaper, calorie-rich but nutrient-poor foods such as grains, at the expense of meat, dairy products and other expensive and high-protein foods.
Associated Press Writers Andrea Dessi in Rome, Donna Bryson in Johannesburg, South Africa, Medical Writer Maria Cheng in London contributed to this report.
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