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[Jnce ;rgain ] am re'newin$ my Assic,ciates menrbership. t $ee en*
c l'::':i#d checl: . :] Etut I f srel l.nr-r$t elrpre{is E,:,rnfi? I;(3ri'}u$ criti risrn::i
ahr:rr-rt rnany c'f the *r{:irles in 1.,1,:nth}:. Egy.;Lgld.y ;lb,;'r-tt mflny af ther
h':l'3[idi prihligl're*d hy l"llt Pre$r, *nd atr*ut tl're GlEnerfil p,:litical p':r{:ii*
ti*,rr ,::f the wh,:,Le l"1f? ,:perati*n, I wi L l *nly rnent.ic,n tw* pr,::ints, br-tt
they are 'f r-tndamelr{:a1.

Firsit, j.t :;eelms; t':, ,ile! that a$ 1':,ng1 ax capi.tal isrn err;i15tri, it*;
,nfiny eivilt; wil l {:':'ntinue trrr 6?}iist**wfir t includirig eventu*rl nr..tcleiar
w*r ] , €*t'lv j.r,::,nmsfita1 de*trr-rct j",:,n, v i ci'rr-tg erplc,itat j.,:,nr nati'tns1
':'pprH{i$i,:,r'r, raci*m, and thrp litre. Thr?$e rlvils fir*: r-rltimntely inc,:lrn.-
p*tible with the $r-trvival c,f humarrity, lrlhi Le capitetl isim sti 11
e:;ixts, (.tJenuiner) ltlfir:,;igm mr.tgt als,: Cr3rtt]inr-re t,: es:,:i$tr ancl i'f nBCt.gs*
si;rryr hs c,:ns'bantly reh,:,rrr, r;ince l"lar:;i*m is; the* *n1y rl,:ctrine that
is cr:'rnpIe'LeIy ,rpp,;,g6d b'3 ca;:it*Lig;m and dt**errnined trur 1;tet ricJ ritrf it.
This iE; rr,:* s,:rnethincl that sh*r-rld hre hidden'fr*m the pp('ple,
br,::ught vifl':,rr:,r-rgly t,: their attentic,n at etv$!ry ':p[]']rtur-ri{:y,

hut

I'lc,re,:ve3r r As l*lar:,:, EngJel*, Le,nin and l'la,::, alurays in*;igted,
genr"tirre l"lar:,;isrn is fi thE,i,ry r::f l;r,cial rl.Fy.:;,.l r+t*i_:::rl , f'1,3t ximply ir
therc,ry,-,f pe*rpeltr-tal resist*ince {.hc,wevsrr intense) against capitali*t
*vi1:i.

-l'hus; what i$ nmedsc, is il{rt arrr::rthBF v6rflr-rE,1y l"larv:ist -ittl"LUg-Ut-9"d",
r;rrJical *liberaI typt* ':f rnaga;:.ine, hut {a f ranl.l 1y rev,::rtr-rti,:r'rary ["lnrx.-
j.:;t rnaqarine. Unf c,rtunately, $8 is; ermbi$Lr'3us, {:;rt he*t } ab*r-rt thei
nc-,*rj 'f ,rr s,rci"aI rev,:luti':n, and n(EvEr ha* any arti cle$ di{;cussing
l'r,rW {:,: pr':'rn':,t$ and br-ti. lrJ fr r€pv':'1r-rti,ln (.*r cl rBVr:.lr.rtiC,nary p:*:rrty)
either in the U.S. ':rr,arr:r:nd the ur':r1cJ.

nf courss s;':rnetj.mes ffi. has an artj.rle ab,:ut a "Third lrlc,rld"
cntlntry whi ch mernti,:nIi rev':'1rlti,:nary activity there, surh a$ th{*
receint clisgr*cef r-rl itern try H*bart $pa1ding, "Perr-r ':'n the Brinl,: "
(.Jst't. lBgI), Instead rrrf e:;p1*rinin$ uJl'ry tht* Ferr-rvian pr..*,:g:1e l"rgXg nl:il
"{.h*-3ge b.q}. !:;l g"glig. Ie.y$fut:i_gn, thir liberral arti.cl€p wrirrqs it:; h"and*
ab,:t-tt al l the r6v,:1r-rti,rnary vi,:, l#nce. It acce:;:ts ats trr-ts m{tny ,:f
thti:r L ies* the* Ferr.rvian ;rrrrl U, $. h,:ltrglsl':Ii$ieg p:r*pagats' ah*Ltt "Serncleru
Ltrmin,ir${"' (: tl-r* {:':.mfnt-rni$t Party ,:f Pe:ru) , t I t rn n,}t saying th*t n,::l
rri.tici:;m *f the CPP ']r ':tther rev':Il.uti"*narie'$ r;h,rr-rLd be al l,:wed,
Eut s'rLch criticilgm sh,:r-rIrJ i'Lserlf alwayu be fr,]rn fi revrs1r..tti':nary
I'larv;isst *tarrdp*int*-th*rt j.:;, fr*m the stancjp*int *f the re;1L, r-tlti-'
rn*tte irrterestti nf thsr per*J.:1e" ) l-he arti c 1e p,:rtreys tl'rsr pr:,':r,
heLpless Pe*rr-tvian p€*':'pls* *si sltucl,: tretwsi,si'n tw* h,:'rriLrle ch,:icerrl, tlrs.r
trrrr, l'$t ,:f which i$*..i'f ;rrrything-'-rs?v':]1r-rt.ir,n. 'l'hisi is tht* si{rrt ,:r'f
;:rrticle thctt l;h,:r-ri.d he Le,f t t,r T.h.q N.e-tjlg-n, rtr Ll'S- [^ffirSj:g.:;S}.y.g-, :i,i.rrce*
'Lhrily frrfil::e nt:' pretenr;g! ,ab':r.l'L hein6t l'laryli*lt,



{5ec':fid, 'bhe f,:rinder$ and devel'rg:elrs rlf l"larxirsrn alway*: insi:lts,rcJ
th*t $,:'ciaLisrn i* n,:t an encj in it:lelf, hut s transi{:i,:n trt} c: d,mrnu*.
ni$,nr ,*nd th*t,nany a$pectx,:'f rapitalisnr c,:rfitinue rlurirrg thra tran*
i;itic,t-l 6:elri.*d, f*larx, it i:s trr-tslr glp*[':e in terrn$,:,f the, first git*rgel
,rrf ::*ci,rl i*;rn anrJ th$ $er{rnd stage; br-tt [-e-"nirr c larif iecj thel {:errrnin,::, 1 -.
{igYr and t*day it is nu,*iLead.i.n-q aryll r*rctn$ t,:, spe*;r},: (,f the r-rltirnate,r
.5*a1, the "sctc':,ncJ stage ,:f $xcialisfir", a$ ":i,::,{:ialigrn". Esps:r:iaIly
when liherals *,f al l stripes have si,: c':'nf Lr$€*d the* pmc,plel {.and elven
le'f 'h*intel lelctual*) ah,:r"rt what re;rl ri,:rial.ir;rn ir;.

$*ciali.t;m isi n,:t $ "Feq1r-1 laterj" capitalis,m, i+ith sittier $ fern/,::'r
fi l,:t rilf incjr-tstrisls "n,rti,:nalire*cj" {.,}r f,:r bhat rnatter S-Ll- *'f thti.l
irrdt-tstries na*i.*,naLi:e*d ag; in the nc,w-'def unct l"l" $. S" R, l. fierruine
I'larxi*itt; hfrve alwayx r*rc,:gnj":ed thrl exs*ntial dif'ference hetueen
t;tr*tp capi.t*1i*m {: even tlrat nf "c'ne big c':rrp'3rati,3n".!, ancl *':'ci611*
i 

-.-I talll .

The distincti,:,n i:; a rnatterr *f H_hi clr S.l"d.E.s. {l"r-}..gft.r *ncj urhe,ther
t:,r I'rr3t thts rernaining E-S-1;j_t-:*H-ali r:*1atq,;Ln"X. Gd_ H.IStlHSlj"SU Ej:H_ E-51+g$1
ELtJ-g.L€-ASt-yH.ly- diS-n*n}-led". There r:an hei rrc, re;i1 s,:'c j"aL igrn if ther
wr:rl: in{J c1*ss drrrc!{* n*t rr-tlsr, and if c.l;:iiialism is n,:'l: heirig c,:ntinr-r-'
,:uuJ.y, and rJef initely tai:ern apart, Tc, al l*w the* :!.*..F_g.f"*-1" iclea *f
"$,:,fi*ligm" t,:, bei put f,:rr*arrJ r:ndsr that ninmtr ir: unaccep'L*hIe in ir
l'1arr y:i$t rnagar.i. ne,

I l::nr:rw that ffi h,ae rlBv€lr rr:ally heen ,* rc."\H"l!l;EjiJ;rn$-Ly l'lar:,;ist
6:uLtl.icatic,n, br-rt at t j"mes: it has at least al L*r",red a sitr'"rnd ':f that
$rrrFt r:rf thinking in its pfiGl{pr3. t Ferhaps y'3r-r rj,:nr t elvrpn r':nsidtsr'
y,Lt-trre,L"f' ca l'larr:i;;t nagaui.ne; if $*r I wis;h yr:rr-r wc'r-llcl malls that
cIt*ar. ) Br-tt lately, 'l;hr* thin rev.3 1r-tti*nary l,l,ar:,ri"st :itranrj hasr.
;*Lrn,:'*t c':rrnFletel1y disappeartld, Par-rI liwe*ery r**a,* er-rrrtecl in T_lte bld--t_.i-A.fi.
s!t s;lying 'bhat siincel the $ir::vir.*t c,:11,*p:ste l'14,:, 1.,llrlr[:t g het'her th.*n ev{*r.
Ilr-rt yolt rj,:n t t se:lm t hert pr,:i rit *,f v i.epu' i n l.lB, {:t{hy- n,:,-t!:l.)

Tht:l I'la*ist vi*ur E;in$q '8.!rg- !'3S!g tras3 be*n tha.t 'Lher S,::vi-s'lt Ur'1i,:rrl
wflri rr*t a 6lerir-t3. l'lf} Iir:'ciaL j.gt ccrLtn'bry, and u*l{i clr,,:'mercJ t':: Et:{pg}rielnce+
s3r:3v#r{* capitaligt rpt:':'t'tr:m.i.a: crigeg. Thig w;rg F,::,::,h*.[]':r!::'lre*cJ hy ,n*ny
wr j.telr:i in l'1R, wh,r llept tnIl,:ing *iLrc,r-rt "fictu&1ly exis;tinql s,r:'ria1i.:1m",
and *tl-rPr nr:'l-11;e3fititi?" Nfien l'lil'} pr':vt*tJ r,:rrt*rt, why w;*sn't this f orre*
f t-t). 1y p,:ri.ntf*d rtiut in I'lR.'? ldhy h*:lnt t tlie f"la,::,ig.t analysi.rl helen eit
leas,t r.l:;aminnrJ .li;eri*r-r*1y'!' lrJh+:ln the S,:viet Uni,:lt-t wfrdi 13:,:p':'$erj 'f,:r
wh;tt j.t re*tL ly wa*l , fi bfir-rreBC,isl cJi ctat,:rship, wl'ry k,ss3 thelre ** much
csn f r-r:ii':n *nd dell;6:,nir in the pfige$ ,:f f{rt': l,,le $..,:pc*rted that s*rt ':'fthirig j"rr Ihe ,:, 1d C']fltrnr-rni*t Part j.es' ar':'Lrnd ttie* r+*,r Ld r"rh j. ch lr*v#nr t
hacl a []r!:,qrH$$ivH th*ught in half a centr-try,:r rnc:''rE, Fr-rt why rJirJ [Ll
meg;}1,:l.y 'f*11*,w *J.*rrqt i.n their paths*tic whimperinq s.eIf -rJ*r-rLrt:r, i,r'r*
1;terarj,il'f *umming it a1l up fr,::rn fi Fev,:1lr..tti'3nfrry l,lar:.,:is'h Fi.rr$pBctive'i'

In thel p*tst c':,r-tpls yt*srs, t"lR. has real ly mis,ilied an imp'::,rt;irrrt
':'pFd,rtuni'l;y 'Lrit r{r..rfilitativeIy advancea tl-re l"lar:,;itrt uncJr.*r:ib*nding ,:f
it:; re*acle*rrihi.p. Itr* very s;ad.

;:



Tl-re he*t part ,:f l{R rilrvti'r thtl ye**rs has heen the l"l,nruis.t nna}y*
s;i.:; ,::f the u. $. e*c,:in':,rny, Bsperinl ly hy the ecjitc,rs. I f ul ly B:{p*rc'b
t,: sest trtrrl.$ rjrf tl-rat gr:,3d tl,tr-rff in thtl futr:rtl (.ri,rt.Llr*rt I,*6lreei with
ff.v"e.![x-tl'J"lfg *!vsn in thi:; area)" This critique ,rf the ca6ri.t;rl.i*;t
rrr.3n'::r,ny L:eleF.s mr.'r Subs;crihing t* tlr€* rnflgfrrine, and {.** f ,lr.t $rjFFr::rrt -.
inq i* &s an As;:ic,ciates ms:mLrnr,

llr-tt I restl Ly wish thel Flarxi$t c('ntent ,rf fffi euterrcleci tr' B-*-f.-:l"L.gt-
le,*.f..tig"-S a:i wsrl I . I f y{'r-r €rve?r ds"cirJe t,: m,:ve fi trit in tl-rat rJir+*c -
ti*n, it wii.l bm nnpces:i:iary t,:' :it.*p nr.int_jEg qr:!.r.S...1."eS- *fg| h1f.gtg. Lr"y

I:-h.er-els-l

$i ncereJ. y,
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Dear John }tarrj-son,

Thanks t'or renewing your Associota/menrnership in spite of your
reservations about Monthly Review afid all its works.

t?e ful1y agree wlth your seconcl and third paragraphs, but we don't
draw all" the same conel-uslons. ?he editors of FIE have always
considered themselves to be iHarxists, but we don't think that
means we should preach Marxism a1l- the iime or publish only mat-
erial written by peopl-e we judge to be Marxists. ilost of the
people in this bountiy (worl<ers and intellectual-s ineluoed) are
very far from being Marxists or even understanding what Marxism
is. Unhappiness with the society they llve in is widespread,
and in fact many hate it. But they think of it as part of the
natural order of things which has to be aeeepted as one aceepts
the sol-ar system, and the culture the educational *<ystem and the
media does everything possibl"e to reinforee this view. this
is the situation we face, and unfortnnately no one has yet devised
an effective way of countering it. You seem to believe that
hamnering away at the necessity of social revolution ril* and
discussing lyays to "promote and build a. revolution (or a F€v-
olutionary party)o are the way to go. Harry and f have been ar-
ound and active since the 30s, and we've been through a lot of
that (even. as participants), with less than nothi+rg to show t'or
it. we may perhaps be pardoned for doubting tnat$.s Ilkely to
be more effeetive in these deel"ining years of the''20th century than
it has been in the past.

Our task, as h,e see it now, is an educational one, to get people
to think crttieally about the soeieff and world they live in - in
Marx's (1843) words to provioe "the uneompronnising eritical ov-
aluation of all that exists, uncritical in the sense that our
critbisrn fears neither its orwl results nor the confliet wlth
the powers that be."

l'lle welcome criticisms and suggestlons, particuJ-ar1y if they re-
late to dolng the ed"ueational job more et'feetively,

Sweezy


